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C O N S I D E R A T I O N S

O N  T H E

R  E M  - O  V  A  L

O F  T H E

C U S T O M - H O U S E .

T H E  mealure o f  building a new Cuitom - 
houfe below the dry D o ck  being now determined 
upon, as appears from  the Anfw er given b y  the 
Commillioners o f his M ajefty ’s R evenue, to the 
Letter from the Com m ittee o f  M erchants, it has 
become a fubjeA  o f  general Investigation, whether 
this new Cuftom -houfe ought to be built upon th~ 
fite o f  the prefent Cuftom -houfe, or whether it 
Ihould be erected upon the lot o f  Ground lying be- 

low the d ry  D ock.

It beino- allowed on all hands, that it is neceflar> 
that a new Cuftom -houfe ihould be built fomewhere, 
it appears evident to common fenfe that. fuchi a 
fituation ought to be chofen, as ü iou ld be b .ft



for the conveniency o f  fhipping, and the fecurity or 
the revenue, that the duties granted b y  parliament 
at various times, m ay be fairly and equally col
lected, upon all goods imported and exported, that 
every member o f  the ilate importing or exporting, 
m ay be upon an equal footing ; and it is further 
proper, that a fituation be chofen, that ihall afford 
ample room for the convenience not only o f  the 
officers o f the revenue, but o f  the merchants, and 
that not uoon the fcale o f the late confined trade o f  
this port, but upon what m ay be expe& ed to arife 
from an extended and free commerce.

There appears to me to be but two fituations 
where a C uibm -houfe could be built, the old or the 
new fits, and the q :eftion will then be, which o f  
the two is beft calculated for the fafety and conve
nience o f  (hipping, the fecuiity o f  the revenue 
the eafe and difpatch o f  landing and íhipping o f  
goods, and in every one o f  thefe points o f  view 
the lot now pitched upon, has the preference over 
all others upon the river.

In m aking a comparifon between the tw o fitua- 
tions, in the points I have before ftated, I ihall not 
aefue the fafts which I fhall advance to be taken 
upon m y bare affertion, I ihall ftate them from  the 
teltnnony of, witnefles brought before the houfe o f  
commons, for the purpofe o f  proving that the prê
tent fite was preferable to the intended one.

T ]\ da^ erousr fl Nation, in which the C u ftom - 
houfe has been for feveral years part, has caufed

» ntati0nS tQ be made b y  the C o m m it
o buiW n n rCVenUe g o v e r n m e n t ,  for permiffion

t h e y r a v e  i ? ? ,  Z '  and >  ,l,0l'e " P « f e « a t i o „ E, 
-y  g  e it as their opinion that the prefent fite
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was an improper one, and recommended that giOund 
mould be purchafed below the o d  ferry; in the 
year 1774, his then Excellency the Earl o f H ar- 
court laid all the reprefentations upon that fubjeft 
before the houfe o f  commons referring to them 
to afcertain the moft proper fituation for a new 
Cuftom-houfe, in confequence o f  this reference, 
feveral petitions were preferred to the houfe, pray
ing that the fite m ight not be altered, and de- 
firîno- leave to produce witnefles, and to be heard by 
council, in order to prove that the old was a more 
proper fituation than the new for this building.

T h e  houfe o f commons refolved itfelf into a 
committee o f  the whole houfe, went into a folemn 
inveftigation o f  the fubject, examined witneffes m 
the moft folemn manner, and upon the evidence 
adduced b y  the petitioners, two witneffes only be- 
incr produced on the other fide, and m eerly to fome 
revenue points, the houfe cam e to two refolutions.

“  I. R efolved, that the prefent fituation o f  the 
« Cuftom -houfe o f  the city  o f  Dublin, is inconve- 
« nient to the trade thereof, and prejudicial to his 
“  M ajefty ’s revenue.

« II R efolved, T h a t it w ill be expedient to 
« build a new Cuftom -houfe, eaftward o f Batchelors-
<L

T o  the evidence given on this occafion b y  the 
witneffes produced on the part o f the petitioners a- 
gainft the rem oval o f the Cuítom -houfe, I ihall re
fer, to prove the truth o f  m y affertions.

Firft, I have afierted that the new fituation is 
more fafe and convenient for fhipping.

In
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In order to prove this, I ihall quote fuch parts o f 
the evidence given b y the witneiTes as go to this 
point, as they are ftated in the fpecial report made 
b y  the committee o f  the houfe o f  commons, and 
for regularity fake, and eafier reference to the re
port, I ihall follow the witneifes in the order that 
they delivered their teftim ony, beginning with M r.
Gray don, the firll witnefs.

Mr. Graydon fays, he is haven-mafter, that he 
knows the nature o f  the bed o f  the river, that the 
fafeft part o f  it for Shipping, is from EJJex-bridge to 
Mofs-ftreet, that from the Cujlom-fmfe-quay to U ffey- 

Jireet, and from thence to the old ferry, the íhore is 
irony on the north fide.

T h a t no Am erican built ihip, or other o f  fharp 
conftrudtion, can come up to the Cuftom -houfe-quay 
as they will not take the ground.

On his crofs examination he fets out b y  declaring 
that were he a mariner, he ihould be glad o f  a 
Cuftom -houfe nearer to the fea; that the farther a 
ihip comes up the river, the better for the merchant 
but not for the mariner.

T h a t there are m any rocks between Liffey-Jlreet 
and Sw ift's-m v, which were form erly a great im
pediment to the navigation, but the paiTage has 
been cleared b y  the ballaft-office. T h a t there are 
m any rocks now remaining on the fouth fide the 
channel, which render fome parts o f  the river un- *
fafe for fhips o f burden to lie.

H e acknowledges that it would be a great advan
tage, if  all fhips unloaded at the Cuftom -houfe-

quay,



quay, that large fhips generally lighten before they 
com e up the river, that he thinks the Cuftom-houfe- 
q u ay much too fmall for the city , and that it is fo 
crowded that it is inconvenient to every body. T h a t 
it would be prudent to m ake a more commodious 
Cuftom -houfe, but thinks that if  the quay could be 
enlarged, its prefent fituation would be as good as 
any.

H avin g  faid in his direct examination, that the 
ground between the Cuftom -houfe-quay and Jemple- 
bar flip, i f  added to the prefent Cuftom -houfe, 
would m ake a quay fufficient for difcharging all the 
fhips that come to this port ; he on his crofs exa
mination confeffed, that no fhips could lie at the 
ground offered b y  the city, as an addition to the 
prefent Cuftom -houfe-quay, (which was the ground 
he before mentioned) unlefs the bed o f  the river 
was deepened, that there is a rock that runs abreaft 
o f  that ground, and reaches to within two ihips 
lengths o f  the north fide, from the end o f  the Cuf
tom -houfe-quay to Tmpie-lane flip, that he believed 
that the ground offered b y  the city , was that along 
which this rock extended, that fhips cannot lie upon 
this rock, as clofe to the wall there is no water, 
and but feven or eight feet o f water at fpring tides, 
even beyond the breadth o f  four fhips from the in
tended qu ay, he thinks this rock m ight be quarried 
aw ay, and then that ihips m ight lie there ; he fays 
that a quay for 32 lhips, (the number which he faid 
could lie at the prefent Cuftom -houfe-quay,) was 
not fufficient for this port, but that one, which would 
accommodate 65 was, and that the prefent quay, 
with the addition offered would do that, provided it 
was deepened and made fit for fhipping ; and pro
vided there were to be nine ihips in one tier, and 
eight in every  other ; but he confeffed that when
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fhips lie in fuch deep tiers, they cannot difcharge- 
their cargoes either with convenience or expedition. 
H e faid that the prefent Cuftom -houfe-quay was 
frequently overflowed, and the merchants goods in
jured ; and he confefled that the matter o f  the N elly 
o f  Bourdeaux, had told him, that he pumped wine 
out o f  his ihip lying at the Cuftom -houfe-quay, but 
he faid that he did not know where fhe received the 
injury.

Being examined again the next day, he declared 
that the bejt lying in the river for jhips, was from 
Batchelor’i-lane to the graving bank.

H e faid that from the Cuftom -houfe to Batchelor’s 
lane, fhips m ay lie very  fafely, but he could not 
fay  that they lie fafer in that fpace than they m ay 
below it.

H e confeiTed that in .the year 1770  a fhip richly 
laden ftruck on ftandfaft D ick  in going up to the 
Cuftom -houfe, and both fhip and cargo were very 
much dam aged, and that the like accident had hap
pened in 1773  to the Shannon Captain Moore and 
the D olly.

T h e  next witnefs exam ined, was M r. Dempfey, 
who in his direft examination, fays little to the point 
now before us, becaufe the council did not choofe to 
examine him upon it, after what fell from M r. Gray- 
don their laft witnefs, he however fays, that there 
is a fhoal at the bar o f  Dodder, which if  fhips pafs, 
they may get up the river, but that there is lefs 
water on ftandfaft D ick , which lies oppofite Sw ift's- 
row.

In



In his crofs-examination he declared That the 
deepeft water between the walls was from the old Glafs- 
honfe to Batchelor's-lane, that the river is broader thete 
and the ground fofter, and that there was room enough 
from Batchelor*s-lane to the end o f the walls, for all the 
Jhips that ever were at one time in this port.

H e fays, that 32 ihips o f 100 tons m ay lie at 
the Cuilom -houfe-quay, 8 in a tier, that but 8 can 
at one time difcharge, that carrying goods thro’ 
other veffels occafioned great delay* inconvenience, 
quarrels, and injury to the goods.

That no Jhips can lie from the Cuflom-houJe-quay to 
Temple-lane, as there is but fiv e  feet water over the 
rocks at high tides.

M r. Marfden was the next witnefs, he faid that 
the beil birth, within the walls, is from Crampton- 
quay downwards for a great length, that from that 
quay to the weftward, there is bad lying for Ihips 
occafioned by a rock.

Being cfofs-exam ined he faid that, cæteris paribus 
a Cuftom-houfe as near as poilible to the fea, would 
be the moft defirable to the mailers and owners o f 
fhips, but not to the merchants.

M r. Cooley was the next witnefs, who touched up
on this point, he fays that (landfall D ick  rifes to the 
fouthward, that if  it was quarried 6 feet deep, there 
would be one foot ánd a half ol water only at low 
water, at high water 105, at fpring tides about 13 
or 14, that fhips m u ll lie on the rock at low water 
and will be apt to ilrike, as the water falls, but doss 
not know  whether this wTould injure them.

1 i  a , ]
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T h e  next witnefs to this point was M r. Chartres, 
furveyor on the Cuftom -houfe-quay, who was pro
duced in fupport o f  the change o f fite. H e ftates 
the great expence and inconvenience arifmg from 
the fmallnefs o f  the quay, which can difcharge fo 
few fhips at a time, and yet even with thofe few, 
the quay was not large enough to tranfadt the bu- 
fmefs.

H e fays that the delay was fuch, as caufed a ne- 
ceiTity for em ploying tw enty tidewaiters extraordi
nary.

H e declared, that he had known fhips to be fre
quently flrained and dam aged in com ing up to the 
Cuftom -houfe quay, on the rock o ff  Swift's-row, 
and that when fuch accidents happened, they braced 
the fhips with ropes, and unloaded them as qu ick ly  
as they could*

H e mentioned that 8 tiers o f  fhips had lain at the 
quay, and ftated the inconvenience, confufion, de
lay, the opportunity for com m itting fraud, and the 
em bezzlem ent o f  goods occafioned b y  fhips dif- 
charging thro’ one another, and faid, that the fm u gg- 
ling on the quay, which merchants took notice of, 
was ow ing to want o f  room for the officers to do 
their duty.

H e ftated, that he had known fhips delayed in 
the river for two or three tides, ’tho lightened, for 
want o f  water, that fhips have been dam aged even 
at the Cuftom -houfe-quay, that veffels o f  100 tons, 
unlefs they be flat built, or lightened, cannot com e 
up at neap tides, that fpirits cannot be imported in

fmaller
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fmaller veflels, and therefore that veflels carrying 
fpirits can come up only at fpring tides.

Believes, all fhips which pafs the bar o f Dodder 
can come to the Cuftom -houfe-quay, but has known 
them neaped in the river, between the old ferry and 
the Cuftom-houfe, for four or five tides, whereas 
every fhip which paffes Dodder, is fure o f  getting 
up to the iron yard b y the old ferry, that tide.

Says, the deepeft water in the river is below the 
iron yard.

T h e  laft witnefs produced was M r. Sackville Ha
milton fecretary to the Commiiîîoners o f  the Cuf- 
toms.

H e depofes, that the prefent quay is much too 
fmall for the trade o f  Dublin, that fuch a number 

\of fhips cannot lie at it, as is neceflary for the dif- 
patcli o f  bufinefs, that goods are fm uggled there, 
ow ing to their being fo crowded together, and the 
difficulty o f  diftinguifhing thofe, which have paid 
duty, from thofe which have not.

T h a t 4 fhips only can lay their fides to the quay, 
that they cannot difcharge, if  they lie 8 or 9 deep 
with convenience to any one, that the merchants 
frequently apply to the board for leave to difcharge 
elfewhere, not fo much to avoid this inconvenience, 
as for want o f water, for that fhips that are heavy 
laden or fharp built cannot come up to the quay 
without lightening.

T h a t the merchants not only app ly   ̂to the board 
for leave to unload, but alfo to load their veifels at 
the Batchelor's-wa!ky and even on the North iV a ll.



[ 12 ]

T h at all the luxuries o f  life are landed at the
Cuftom-houfe, that wines are landed there only, but 
that fhips o f burden frequently fend up their goods 
in gabbards to the Cuftom-houfe.

T h a t the beft fituation for fhips, and the fafeit 
lying is about the lower ferry, both on account o f 
the depth o f water, and the nature o f the bed o f 
the river, that b y  placing the Cuftom-houfe there, 
the neceifity for ufing lighters would be rem oved, 
as all the rocks would be avoided, that as fhips could 
difcharge without lightening, it would be o f infinite 
fervice to the revenue, by preventing fm uggling, 
sad  o f  great convenience to the merchants, as the 
putting their goods into lighters fubjedts them both 
to dam age and embezzlement.

H e faid, that he thought it impoflible to remove 
the prefent obftrudtions fo effettually , as to m ake 
as good lying for fhips at the ground adjoining the 
prelent Cuftom -houfe-quay, or etfen at the quay 
itfelf, as they m ay find lower down, as the bed o f  
the river, in that part is a rock, and tho’ it were 
deepened, the current of the water would ever pre
vent mud or any foft fubftance from lyin g  on it.

T h a t il the rock at the ground, offered b y  the 
city, could be taken aw ay to fuch a depth that the 
fhips lhould at low water be water born, it would 
then afford as good lying for them there, as they 
can have below, but not better, as they are water 
born at prefent below the ferry, and that there mu ft 
be other rocks alfo removed before fhips can come 
up with perfeft fafety to difcharge at the quay.

Said
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Said, he could ill ju d ge o f  the expence o f  remov
ing thefe rocks in this effe&ual w ay, but believed it 
impoflible to do it at any expence whatfoever, for, 
that i f  an attempt was made to deepen the rock. 13 
feet below low water mark, he thinks the water 
would conftantly break in upon the workmen.

Such was the evidence delivered upon a folemn 
inveftigation o f  this point before the houfe o f  com 
mons, b y  the witnefies produced on both fides, from 
which it muft be clear to every perfon who is not 
predetermined not to believe it, that the prefent fite 
o f  the Cuftom -houfe cannot contend with the new 
intended one, either for the fafety or convenience o f  
fhipping.

It appeared clearly from the evidence o f  every 
perfon examined, that there were m any obje&ions 
againft the prefent fite o f  the Cuftom-houfe.

T h a t the ground on which it ftands is low and 
fubjeft to be overflowed frequently, b y  which great 
loifes are fuftained.

T h a t it is infinitely too fmall for the trade o f this 
city.

T w o  ftrong objections arife againft the prelent 
fite, from the fmailnefs o f  the fpace.

T h e  firft is, that it occafions fuch a hurry o f  bu- 
finefs and confufion, that the fair trader is impeded 
and delayed, and the unfair trader has m any oppor
tunities o f defrauding the revenue, which no v ig i
lance o f the officers in this luirry and confufion has 
been able to prevent.

r 13.. ]
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T h e  fécond obje&ion is, that there is not fufficient 
room at the breaft o f  the quay for fhips to difcharge, 
which caufes great expence and delay both to the 
fair trader and to the revenue, and gives advantage 
to the fm uggler.

T h e  fir ft o f thefe objections it is poilible to re
m ove, becaufe it is certain, that altho’ the fpace o f  
ground lying between the prefent quay and T ern - 
ple-lane be now covered with houfes, yet the intereil 
o f  the houfe holders m ight be purchafed out, altho* 
it would be attended with a great expence, as fome 
o f  them had upwards o f  80 and all o f  them 36 
years to run o f  their leafes, at the time this fubjedl 
was before the houfe o f  commons, had the c ity ’s 
offer been accepted, and thofe interefts purchafed 
out, and this fpace been added to the prefent quay 
it would have gone a great w ay to rem edy the firlt 
objection, provided the whole ground had been 
raifed, fo as to keep o ff  the water ; but altho’ a 
quay o f  the fize above mentioned, m ight anfwer 
for the prefent trade o f this city , would it be pru
dent and right, at the outfet o f  a general free trade, 
to fit things e x a illy  to the prefent ftandard, or is it 
not more proper to adapt them with a prudent fore- 
fight to what we m ay now not only hope, but expedt 
to be.

A s  to the fécond objection, I rely on it, that it is 
infurmountable.

It appears from the evidence already ftated, that 
33 fhips have lain oppofite to the Cuftom -houfe- 
qu ay at one time, that only four o f  thefe could lie 
with their fides to the quay, o f  courfe there m uft 
be 8 tier o f fhips in every line, except one, and

that
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that muft have 9, o f  thefe not more than two tier 
could difcharge at one time, o f  courfe fix tier m uft 
lie idle, to the great delay and lofs both o f the mer
chant and Ihip owner, and o f  courfe to the increafe 
o f  the price o f freight.

It is a known fa d , that when a fhip is engaged to 
bring goods to this port, from England, that an ex- 
prefs ftipulation is made, that the cargo ihould be 
brought up to the Cuftom -houfe-quay ; now if  the 
merchant did not w ell know , that the fhip mafter 
dreading the danger arifmg from the rocks in the 
upper part o f  the river, would not come up there 
i f  he could avoid it, he would not m ake this fti
pulation, and it very frequently happens, that the 
mafters o f  vefiels are obliged to pay the expence o f  
lighterage from their fhips to the Cuftom -houfe, 
when they will not run the rifque o f  going up there, 
the confequence o f which is, that they certainly 
charge fo much more freight in their original agree
ment, as fhall indemnify them againft all chances ; 
but when the Cuftom -houfe fhall be removed to the 
intended fituation, where there will be fufficient room 
for all fhips to difcharge at once with fafety, thofe 
inconveniencies w ill be rem oved, and o f  courfe 
freight m uft be lowered.

It appears b y  an attefted account delivered to the 
committee, b y  the clerk o f  the fhips entries, and b y  
them annexed to their report, page 24, that the 
number o f  fhips which invoiced in this port for the 
five years preceding that period, were as follows.

In the year 176 9  -  - 2440
17 7 0  -  -  2532
1 7 7 1 -  - 2699
1772  - - 2319
1773  - = 2349

And
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And from Mr. Graydoris teftimony, page 4, it 

appears that there difcharged at the Cuftom-houfe- 
quay, in the following correfponding years only.

In the year 1769 - - 378
1770  - - 387
1 7 7 1 - -  390
1772  -  - 391

So that it appears, that all above thofe numbers 
were neceifarily difcharged at the out-quays, or ob
liged to unload into lighters in the bay, and fend 
up their goods to the Cuftom-houfe.

T h ere are numberlefs other inconveniencies which 
arife from the want o f  room fufficient for fhips to 
lay  their fides to the quay, fuch as fhips difcharg- 
ing thro’ one another, injury to the goods fo dif
charged, great delay, em bezzlem ent, confiant dif- 
putes and quarrels between the mafters o f the vef- 
fels, and great opportunities o f  frauds on the re
venue, for it is evident that the longer fhips lie un- 
difcharged at the quay, the greater m uft the op
portunities be for fraud and fm uggling.

N ow  all thofe inconveniencies would ftill remain, 
altho’ the propofed addition was made, b y  carrying 
the prefent quay as far as Temple-lane flip, and in
cluding the ground offered b y  the city.

It has been fhewn that the bed o f the river, for 
this whole w ay, and a great deal further, is one 
continued rock, that for the breadth o f four fhips 
from the quay, there is no water at all, and that 
from thence to the channel, which lies on the north 
fide, the depth o f  water at high-water, is from 5 to 
6 feet ; it follows then that no fhip can come up

there



there at high-water, until the whole bed o f  the river 
fhall be quarried the full length o f  the quay, and 
that from 6 to 7 feet deep, at that part o f the river 
next the channel, and fo deeper as you approach 
the fouth fide, as the rock rifes above high-water 
çlofe to the quay, where it m uft be quarried 12 or 
14  feet deep to m ake an even furface, this muft 
be done to m ake it poffible for a fhip to come up 
at high-water, what is fhe to do at low-water ? is 
ihe to lie on a rock ? would any man fuffer his fhip 
to do fo ? fhips often ftrain at the prefent Cuftom - 
houfe-quay, which is only a hard bottom, not a 
rock, could any fhip then lie without being ftrained 
on the rock below, when fo deepened, what would 
become o f  her as the water fell ; would fhe not 
ftrike againft the rock, and in all probability be de- 
ftroyed ? to m ake this fituation with any pofiibility 
fafe for a fhip to lie at, the rock m uft be taken aw ay 
fo deep, as to leave a loaden veiTel water-born at 
low-water, that is about 13 or 14 feet below low- 
water m ark, the abfurdity o f  which undertaking at 
any expence, m uft appear at firft fight*

Some o f  the witneffes who were examined as to 
the rem oval o f  this rock, gave it as their opinion, 
that the rock could be eafily rem oved, and they 
founded that belief upon a report, that a private 
gentleman had often offered to remove this rock at 
his own expence, for the advantage o f  the ftones, 
this argument was m uch relied on, altho’ no man 
who confidered for a moment, could have given 
credit to it, and had it been true, it would have 
been an indelible ftain upon the Eaiîaft-office, and 
the city o f  Dublin, who had refuled to perm it fo 
publick fpirited a gentleman, to perform a wo; k, 
confeffedly attended with fuch infinite advantages to 
the trade and com m erce o f  this metropolis.

[ 17 ]
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Abfurd however as this aifertion was, there were 
not wanting people who either really did, or pre
tended to believe it, but the gentleman com ing as a 
witnefs to prove fome other matter, was examined 
as to this point, and foon fhewed the faliity o f  the 
afTertion.

H e faid that he fuppofed the rock could be re
moved at a fmall expence, but confeffed he had ne
ver offered to remove it, his reafon for fo thinking 
was, becaufe he fuppofed that rocks in a river could 
be removed, as eafy as rocks in the fea, and that 
he had quarried on the North-ftrand, (which he 
would have had confidered as the fea) at a fm all 
expence, and therefore he fuppofed that any other 
peifon could quarry this rock as eafy.

T h is  ingenious deduftion o f  argum ent is not al
together conclufive, for the difference m uff imme
diately appear, between a ftrand which is left d ry  
every time the tide goes out, and the bed o f  a river, 
which fo foon as you com e to low-water m ark, m uft 
be alw ays covered with water, and where the diffi
cu lty  increafes every inch you advance, and be
comes infurmountable long before you could reach 
the depth o f  1 3 or 14 feet under the water, the 
depth which m uff neceflarily be gone to, to m ake 
fafe lying for a ihip.

It was roundly afíerted, that this rock would be 
quarried aw ay in fix months from  the tim e that 
this fubjecl was under confideration, and that 
the Ballall-office com m ittee had actually agreed 
with a gentleman to perform  this w ork for 500/. 
feven years have fince pafled, and altho' the aiTer-

tion
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cion has fallen to the ground, the rock ftill remains 

ju it  where it did.

But w aving the im poliibility o f  rem oving this 
rock, and allowing that it was fo cleared aw ay, as 
to m ake the place capable o f  receiving fhips in 
fafety, yet the fpace gained would not be fufficient 
for the trade o f this city.

M r. Graydon fwore, that a fpace fufficient for 32 
fhips would not anfwer the trade o f  Dublin, but that 
which would allow 65 to difcharge would; now the 
fpace offered b y  the c ity  is not quite fo long as the 
prefent Cuftom -houfe-quay, which admits only o f  
four fhips to lie with their fides to the quay, the 
whole fpace therefore with this addition, would con
tain but eight ; it is alfo fhewn in evidence, that not 
more than two tier can difcharge at once, i f  there
fore 65 fhips cam e up to the quay, they m ult lie 
as heretofore 8 in every tier, and 9 in one, 2nd out- 
o f  the 65, only 16 could difcharge at one time.

From  what has been ftated, I think it is clearly- 
proved, that the fituation on which the prefent Cuf
tom-houfe is buiit, is inefficient for the purpofes o f 
trade, and infecure for the fafety and convenience o f 
(hipping, and that if  the ground offered b y  the c ity  
were added to it, that it would not rem edy the in
conveniencies.

On the other hand, it has been proved b y  every  
witnefs who was exam ined on either fide to that 
point, that the deepeft water and fafeft lying for 
ihips in this river, is from Batchehr's-lane to the old 
glafs-houfe on the N orth-w all, this whole fpace con
tains 2217 feet, that part which lies from the old 
ferry to the glafs-houfe contains 1617? this fpace if

C  2 neceffary,



neceflary, m ay all be had for the ufe o f the new 
Cuftom-houfe, and at a fmall comparative expence, 
there being but 1 2 very bad old houfes on it,’ and all 
that part called the Iron-yard, now being in the pof- 
feflion o f the Commiflicners o f  the revenue, this 
fpace o f 16 17  would allow 21 fhips to lie with their 
fides to the quay, for if  300 feet, the length o f  the 
prefent Cuftom -houfe-quay, contains 4 fhips abreaft 
o f  the wall, then 16 17  feet will contain 21 and a 
fraction, it has been proved that the prefent quay 
does contain 4 fhips and a gabbard a head o f  them, 
and therefore 16 17  feet would contain more than 21 
fhips.

It is a known fa£t alfo, that a part o f  the prefent 
plan o f  the Commiilioners o f  the revenue, is the 
m aking o f a wet dock, and it can be for that pur- 
pofe alone, that they have taken fo large a fpace as 
five acres. T h is  dock, it is faid, will contain at 

•leaft 40 fhips, fo that there would be fpace in the 
new intended fituation for 61 fhips to lie, reckoning 
but one tier to lie in the river.

N o w  compare this fituation with the prefent, 
without taking into confideration the new intended 
dock.

T h e  new fituation contains a front to the river 
from the new dry-dock to the old glafs-houfe, allow 
ed on all hands to be a part o f that fpace which con
tains the deepeft water, and fafeft ly in g  for fhips 
in the river, o f  above 1080 feetr

T h e  prefent Cuftom -houfe-quay contains a front 
o f  300 feet, allowed to be a hard bottom , and 
where it is proved that fhips have often ftrained.

/  [ 20 ]
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'T h e r e  m ay be added to the front o f  the new fi- 
tuation, by carrying it up to the old ferry 537 feet, 
b e i n g  alfo a part o f the fpace containing the deepeft 
water and fafeft lying for lhips, 200 feet o f  which is 
already in po Hellion o f  the crown.

T h ere m ay be added at the prefent about 300 
feet, the ground o f  which is entirely covered with 
houfes, and along the front o f which runs a rock the 
whole w ay, which m uft be quarried 14  feet below 
low-water m ark, to admit the poilibility o f  a veflel 
lying at it.

T h e  new fituation contains a fpace o f  5 acres, 
and a depth at the eaft end o f  600 feet, capable o f  
allowing docks to be m ade, for the accommodation 
o f  (hips, and there is 19 feet water at fpring, and 
16 at neap tides to carry fliips in.

T h e  prefent fituation contains a fpace o f  300 feet 
long b y 170 in the wideft place, including the 
ground on which the building ftands, and 100 in the 
remaining part.

A ll fhips which pafs the bar, are fure o f  com ing 
up the fame tide with fafety to the new intended fi
tuation, and ly in g  there water-born.

Ships are often neaped for three and four tides 
between the old ferry and the prefent Cuftom -houfe- 
quay, and are often dam aged and the cargoes loft, 
b y  parting the dangerous rocks which lie in the river 
$boye L.ijfey-Jlreet.

Eight
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Eight fhips might difcharge at the prefent quay, 
provided that four o f them difcharged thro’ the other 
four.

A t  the new intended quay, fuppofm g it to end 
at the dry-dock, 15 fhips m ight lie, and o f  courfe 
i f  two tier difcharged, 30 m ight difcharge at one 
time.

I f  the fpace offered b y  the city  was added to the 
prefejii-quay, not a fhip more could difcharge.

I f  the fpace up to the old ferry was added to the 
new  quay, fix additional fhips m ight lie at it, and 
®f courie 1 2 more m ight difcharge, that is in fhort, 
when 8 fhips can difcharge at the prefent qu ay, 42 
m ay difcharge at the new intended quay.

L e t the additional conveniency arifing from the 
intended docks be confidered, and let the impartial 
publick declare, which is the proper fituation.

In treating fo largely as I have been obliged to 
do upon the firft part o f  m y  argum ent, v iz. that 
the new intended fite is beft calculated for the fafety 
and convenience o f  fhipning, I have been infenfibly 
led to anticipate m any argum ents, which ihew  that 
the revenue would alifo be more fecurely and more 
eafily collected b y  this rem oval o f  fituation, it is 
therefore alm olt needlefs to add, that the revenue 
mull: be better fecured in a fituation where difpatch 
is given to the landing o f  goods, where there is am 
ple room for the officers to carry on their bufm efs, 
where the fhips which now lie three w eeks at the 
qu ay, need not be detained three days, and where

all



all high duticd goods will difcharge in a dock within 
the walls o f the Cuftom-houfe.

T h e  fame arguments prove, that the new inten
ded fituation is that beft calculated for the eafe and 
difpatch o f  landing and lading goods.

Notwithstanding the clear and decided fuperiority 
which the new intended fite has over the prefent, 
y e t  there are men, who being either influenced b y  
an improper intereft in the event, or perhaps led b y  
m iftaken ideas, have ever fet them felves obftinately 
againft a meafure o f  the moft univerfal publick uti
lity , and have endeavoured b y  arguments and infi- 
nuations as falfe as they are futile and malicious, to 
perfuade their fellow-citizens, that this is a meafure 
big with ruin to the c ity  o f  Dublin, and to raife the 
refentment o f  the people againft all thofe who ihall 
dare to think for them felves, and who will not g ive  
up the common fenfe which nature has beftowed 
upon them, to their interefted afTertions.

I fhall ftate for the confideration o f  the publick, 
the feveral argum ents ufed b y  thofe gentlemen 
againft the rem oval o f  the Cuftom -houfe, down the 
river, and I fhall endeavour as far as I am able, 
to convey to others that conviction, which I feel, o f 
their weaknefs and want o f  foundation.

T h e  firft argum ent which I have heard made 
ufe o f  upon this occafion is, that the rem oval of 
the Cuftom -houfe down the river would afFett the 
property o f  thbfe whofe land and houfes lay  about 
the prefent Cuftom -houfe, and to the v/eftward o f 
EJJcx-bridge.

[ 2 3 ..]
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I f  it were true that the removal o f the Cuftom- 
houfe would affett the property o f fome perfons, it 
would be but a weak argument againft a meafure 
o f  fuch publick utility, if  fuch arguments were to 
prevail, the intereft o f the com m unity muft upon 
m oil occafions yield to the particular advantage o f 
the few, contrary to a known fundamental maxim.

I f  this argument was to prevail, there could be 
no ufeful improvement made in any town, Dublin 
has been advancing eaftward with a quick progrefs 
for m any years, and every ftreet, nay every houfe 
which has been built in that direction, has lowered 
in a degree the value, and affeóted the property o f  
the proprietors o f the old town to the weftward, 
thefe gentlemen therefore m ight with as much rea- 
fon defire, that no more houfes fhould be built to 
the eaftward as fuch buildings leiTen the value o f  
their properties.

I f  a confideration o f  this nature was conclufive 
w e fhould not now be contending about the iite o f  
the prefent Cuftom -houfe, for we fhould at this 
day find a building for that purpofe erefted on the 
Merchant's-quay above Ormond-bridge, where the C uf
tom-houfe was fituated lefs than one hundred years 
ago, the rem oval o f it to the prefent fituation, was 
liable to every objeftion at that day, which can 
now be urged againft the prefent rem oval, and if  
fuch arguments had then prevailed, we fhould now 
have our Cuftom -houfe on the Merchant's-quay\ the 
fm all trade o f Dublin fome centuries ago, m ight 
perhaps admit o f  that fituation, but it would be a 
ftrange one at this day, while the trade o f  D ublin  
was fuch as that the accommodation o f  fix or eight 
fhips was fufficient, then the prefent fituation might

have



have anfwered, but now that a fpace lufficient tor 
fixty-five  is at this inftant wanting, and that we have 
a profpeft o f  an increafing trade every day a better 
m uft be fought for, and the fame reafons which 
brought the old Cuftom -houfe to its prefent fitua- 
tion, from the Merchant's-quay, without confidering 
the fmall injury which might be done to fome indi
viduals property, muft now carry the new in
tended Cuftom -houfe to a better fituation than the 
prefent fpot can afford.'

I have for argum ent fake allowed that the pro- 
perties o f individuals would be injured in a degree, 
b y  the meafure in agitation, altho I confeís I am 
inclined to a contrary opinion,^ for I cannot con
ceive how the property o f  perfons lying near the 
prefent Cuftom -houie, can be affected, b y  the re
m oval o f that one object, while fo m any others 
remain in that neighbourhood, to draw inhabitants, 
and to caufe a thoroughfare, which m uft prevent 
either the fettled refidents, or the fortuitous cuftom - 
ers, from being leilened in that part of the city.

EJTex-bridge m uft ever be the great pafs over 
the river Liffey in Dublin, it is central, near it aie 
fituated the C aille  the refidence o f  governm ent, the 
Four-courts the feat o f  juftice, all the law ofhces o f 
the feveral courts, the T h o lfel, the Exchange, all 
the Banks, the T heatres, and all the great M arkets, 
thefe circumftances m uft neceffanly m ake h jjtx -  
bridge the great pafs, and o f  courie the houfes in 
its neighbourhood as much fought after as they are

now.

It will be faid, that altho’ this is true as to thofe 
parts near EjTex-bridge, and the prefent Cuftom - 
houfe, yet what will becom e o f the property ot the
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landlords in the earl o f Meath's Liberty, I anfwer, 
that it will remain, in m y opinion, ju it  as it is at 
prefent, the habitation o f the feveral manufacturers 
o f woollen and filken goods, for it is the induce
ment o f  certain local advantages, and particularly 
of water which brought them there originally, and 
thofe advantages they cannot have elfewhere in 
Dublin, and therefore I conceive they will ftay 
where they are, nor can I fee any one poflible con- 
fequence, which can arife from a removal o f the 
Cuftom-houfe, which fhould or could induce the 
working manufacturers to m ove from their prefent 
fitUations, to any other part o f Dublin.

But I beg leave to aik whether if  the rem oval o f 
the Cuftom-houfe down the river fhould affect the 
property o f  the landlords o f  the Liberiy a little, fo as 
to lower houfe rent, it would be a very  great mis
fortune to the publick at large.

It has long been efteemed a misfortune to our 
manufactures, and I have been taught to lament 
that the manufacturers refident in the metropolis o f  
the kingdom , where not only the neceffaries o f  life 
but houfe-rent was fo much higher, than they could 
be had for in the country, I have feen prem iums re
peatedly offered b y  the Dublin Society for m anu
factures, fimilar to thofe m ade in the liberty, which 
ihould be fabricated at certain diftances from Dublin, 
in order to induce the poor workm en to go to the 
country, where they could live cheaper than in 
town, but now I find that one great objection made 
againft the rem oval o f  the Cuftom -houfe is, left it 
m ight poilibly tend to lower the rents o f  thofe poor 
workm en, and fuch is the ftrange effrontery o f  
fome o f  the oppofers o f  this meafure, that they en
deavour to perfuade thofe people to affift them in

their
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their modes o f oppofition, b y  offering to them 
as an inducement, an aifurance that this meafure will 
lower their prefent exhorbitant rents, but I truft to 
the good fenfe o f the people, that they will fee their 
own interefts too clearly, to be led into fuch an ab- 
furdity, altho’ their pretended friends ihould intro
duce a new bridge as a bugbear to w ork upon their 
apprehenfions, that the price o f  all the neceifaries 
o f  life will be raifed to a moft extravagant height 
fhould a new bridge be the confequence o f the re
m oval o f  the Cuftom-houfe.

In the meafure which is now before the publick, 
m .  whether the prefent or the new intended fite be 
the m oil proper for a new Cuftom -houfe, an ar
gum ent concerning the propriety or im propriety o f 
building a new bridge, to the eaftward o f  EJfex- 
bridge, certainly ought not to be introduced, that 
is a meafure o f  great im portance, and m uft alw ays 
ftand upon its own bottom , it has nothing to fay to 
the prefent queftion.

It does not b y  any means follow, that becaule 
the Cuftom -houfe is rem oved down the river, that 
therefore a bridge m uft be built below Ejffex-bridge, 
i f  indeed a new Cuftom -houfe was built on the fite 
o f  the prefent, it would preclude the poiTibility o f 
building a new bridge to the eaftward o f it, let the 
neceflity for fuch a ftru& ure in time to com e be 
ever fo manifeft, unlefs it were a draw-bridge, 
which would leave the river as it is.

A  bridge over the Liffey cannot be built without 
a very  confiderable expence, and the m oney muft 
be fupplied for it, either b y  the city  out o f  it’s own 
funds, or b y  parliam ent out o f  the publick fund, 
i-t is not expected I believe that the c ity , who have

D  z  always
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always oppofed the idea o f a new bridge, w ill eredt 
one out o f  it’s own funds, if  built therefore it muft 
be b y  parliament, and whenever that meafure fhall 
be agitated there, ample opportunity muft be af
forded for oppofing it, and ftiewing the inconveni- 
encies, if  any there be, which would follow.

But altho’ a bridge does not necefiarily follow the 
removal o f the Cuftom-houfe, yet as the oppofers 
o f  this removal are determined to call it in, in aid 
o f their oppofition, that they m ay be able to draw 
fome arguments from  it, which they think m ay 
have weight with the people, I fhall endeavour to 
follow them in thofe argum ents, and to fhew , that 
if  a bridge was built where they wifh to fuppofe 
that it is intended, it would not be attended with 
the confequences they pretend to forefee.

T h e  argum ent is, that if  the Cuftom -houfe w as 
rem oved below the old ferry, that a new bridge 
would be built over the river facing Batchelor'&-lane9 
which would be attended with ruinous confequen
ces.

T h a t it would cut o ff  that part o f the river which 
is the fafeft ly in g  for fhips, and that there would not 
be room in that which would remain below this 
bridge, for the fhipping which frequent the harbour 
o f Dublin.

If  a bridge was built oppofite to Batchelor's-lane, 
the lofs o f the river to fhipping would be that 
part which lies between Batchelor's-lane and the pre
fent Cuftom-houfe.

T fhall
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I ihall therefore itatJ what that lots would be, 
firft from the evidence o f  M r. Graydon, and then I 
fhall ftate fa d s  from an adtual furvey o f the river.

Mr. Graydon, in his firft days examination faid, 
that if  a bridge was built at the old ferry, that there 
would not be room for the fhipping below it, and 
that fpace would be w anting for 1 1 4  fhips.

T h e  next day after he had meafured the ground 
b y  pacing it, he Rationed the following number o f
ihips in the river.

On
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On the S O U T H - S I D E ,

A t the Cuftom-houfe-quay, 33
From Crampton-quay to Hunter'5-lane 16
From Hunter'5-lane to Fleet-alley 35

T o ta l from Cuftom-houfe to Fleet- •»
alley which is oppofite to Batche- (  84
h r '5-lane j

On the N  O R T  H - S  I D  E ,

From Sw ift'5-row to Liffey-Jlreet 1 8
From  Liffey-Jlreet to Lattin'5-lane 18
From  Lattin'5-lane to Batchelor's-lane 8

T o ta l from Cuftom-houfe to Batche- \ 
lor'5-lane on the north-fide, i 44

T otal from Cuftom-houfe to the fup- } 
pofed new bridge on both fides, 5 128

H e faid alfo the fpace between the old 
Ferry and Batchelor'5-lane would hold 
on the North-fide the river o

A nd on the South fid e 10

T o ta l

T o ta l from Cuftom -houfe to the old }
Ferry on both fides o f  the river j  T47

Mr.



Mr. Graydon in his firft days examination ftared 
that the river from the Cuftom -houfe to the old 
Ferry would contain 150 fhips, but he confeffed 
that at the time that number were in the river, a 
man could walk acrofs it from fhip to fhip, and 
that there was no paifage for any veffel either up or 
down.

T h e  whole number which the river contained 
in this w ay was 150
From  which m uft be deducted what will lie be
low the new bridge, which as above ftated m ull 
be at leaft : . r v  . 19

T here would then be cut o ff  fuch fpace as 
would hold , 131

N o w  according to M r. Graydon's Evidence, 131 
fhips would fo fill the fpace above Batchelor'$rlaney 
that no veifel could m ove up or down, there m uft 
therefore be deducted fome number, in order to 
obtain a paifage for veflels, for which purpofe M r. 
Graydon after he had meafured the fpace, allows but 
three fhips, for in his fécond days examination, he 
ftationed 128 fhips in this fpace, which is impofii- 
ble b y  his own fhewing.

T h e  length from the Cuftom -houfe to the old 
ferry is 2234 feet, it would then take more than 
29 ihips to reach along this fpace, according to the 
proportion before allowed for the fhips that lie at 
the Cuftom -houfe-quay, for if  four fhips take 300 
feet, 29 fhips w ill take 2234, now 300 feet con
tains 4 fhips and a gabbard a head o f  them, and 
therefore it would take more than 29 fhips to oc
cupy 2234 feet.

It
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It  is therefore clear, that if  13 x fhips would io 
fill the fpace above Batchelor’s-Iane, as that a man 
could w alk over them, that there mull: be at leaft 
29 o f  thefe fhips removed, in order to obtain a 
paflkge o f  the breadth o f  one Ihip.

It is  alfo to be obferved, that I have deducted 
only :t 9 fhips from the 150 as lying at the time 
ftated below Batchelor's-lane, although that is the 
num ber which M r. Gray don ftations there at all 
times, leaving a paflage for veflels.

I Í hall therefore m ake fo free with Mr. Graydon, 
as to cut o ff  from the 12 8 veffels he ftations above 
Batch ;lor’s-lane, 28, and fhall for argum ent fake 
allow,, that 100 fhips m ight poffibly lie above his 
new bridge, and I fhall then endeavour to fhew, 
that t his number o f  fhips m ay be otherwife provi
ded f or.

Or îe hundred fhips being the number cut o ff  b y  
a br idge at Batchelor's-lane, tw elve o f  that number 
m ay be ftationed at the fpaces occupied b y  the 
ferrie s, which would become ufelefs b y  the erection 
o f  a bridge, the docks at the Cuftom -houfe I fhall 
fuppc >fe will be made to contain 40, becaufe that 
is the fmalleft number which com m on fam e has re- 
porte< 1, and Mr. Graydon has confefled, that b y  
tumin g  the river Dodder behind the South-wall, fafe 
lyin g would be made for fix ty  veffels, here then are 
fituati ons found im m ediately for 112  fhips.

T i l  a great benefit which m uft arife to the trade, 
the fh ipping and the revenue o f  this port, from  the 
m akir 'g  o f  wet docks to contain fuch num ber o f

ihips,
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{hips, as together with thofe which can difcharge 
with convenience at the quay along the river, w ill 
enable all Ihips which com e to this port, to dif
charge with the greateft expedition, immediately 
upon the Cuftom -houfe-quay, is fo apparent to eve 
ry  man, that it would be wafte c f  time to attempt 
to dwell upon it.

I fhall therefore only obferve, that when this ac
commodation is afforded, there will never lie in the 
river the fame number o f  Ihips as there did for
m erly, for when the difcharge was flow and tedious, 
when 33 fhips lay at the quay, and only £> o f  them 
could difcharge at one time, the conlequcnce natu
rally was, that the river was crowded with ihips, 
which could not get an opportunity to unlade, and 
more ihips arriving each d ay than could be dif- 
charged, the whole river was at length fo filled, 
that "no veffel could get either up or down, but (o 
foon as there fhall be an opportunity afforded for 
50 or 60 fhips to difcharge at one time, it w ill be 
impoffible that there fhould again De fuchacrorvd o. 
fhipping in the river.

It m ay be neceffary here to fay a v e ry  few  words 
upon the practicability o f thefe two fchemes.

T h ere  is ground fufficient to m ake docks for any 
number o f  =fhips, that m ay at any time frequent 
this port, and nature feems to have pointed out the 
ground on both fides the river, peculiarly for that 
purpofe ; there is no place where docks could be 
formed at lefs expence, for the ground to be dug 
aw ay, is not more than fufficient to fill up behind 
the walls, which m ult be built, and the depth at the 
intended new quay being 19 feet at fpring, and 16 
at neap tides, there will alw ays be fufficient water to

E  carry



carry in and out any veflel, which can come up
between the walls.

A s to the fcheme o f turning the river Dodder be
hind the South-wall, it has been matter o f  aftonifh- 
ment to every perfon, who has thought upon the 
fubjedt, that it has not been long fince done b y  the 
city, they have only to ihut up effectually the arch 
o f  Ringfend-bridge, and the work is performed, a 
work which would be attended with the moft falu- 
tary confequences, as thereby would be im m ediately 
procur-d a bafon, am ply fufficient to contain above 
80 ihips, which could be converted at any time 
into a wet dock, and which would have this very  
great advantage, that they could b y  proper fluices 
let the river Dodder run through it, fo as alw ays to 
keep it c le a n , this icheme would befides rem ove 
for ev<=r, that grand obftruction to the navigation o f 
the river, the bar o f  Dodder, which is formed b y  
the river Dodder running out at right angles to the 
liffey and the tide, and bringing with it a great 
quantity o f  fand and gravel, which being flopped 
b y  the force o f  the tide, and lodged ju ft  at the en
trance o f  the river L iffey  forms a bar, now if  the 
ftream o f the Dodder was turned behind the South- 
■wall, all the fand and gravel, now colle& ed at the 
mouth o f  th° liffey, would then be carried behind 
the South-wall, and m ixing itfe lf with the mud 
which now lies th^re, would in time form a tratt o f  
firm and m oil valuable land, and the bar o f  Dodder 
being once dredged aw ay, would never again re
turn ; but it is very ftrange to fay, that one o f the m a- 
nr-ffi advantages arifing from this w ork, ihould have 
b'ien the means o f  preventing its having being dene, 
for a difpute arifing between the city  o f  Dublin, and 
the nobleman who then owned the adjacent lands, 
to whom the property o f  this ground, fo to be

created
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created hereafter, fhould belong, and they both ad
hering obftiriately to their claim, the work has ne
ver been attempted, and the publick have been the
fufferers.

I fhall now ftate faóls from an adtual fu rvey of 
the river.

Feet.
Breadth o f  the river at Ejjex-bridge, 240
Length to the ferry-boat flip, 2234
Breadth o f  the river at ditto, 162
Length from the ferry to the weft point o f ? ^

the North-wall,
Length  from the w eft point o f  the North- ? 6153  

w all to the eaft point, S
T h efe  two laft being added together m ake 6657 
Length from  the ferry to the old glafs- 1  

houfe, at which place, according to M r. / ^
Gray don'5 evidence, lies the m oil eafterly f
fhip, J

Length from the faid glafs-houfe to th eean  / ^ 4 0
point o f  the North-ivall, j

N ow  if  from EJfex-brid^e to the ferry con- ? 2234
tains \

A nd from the ferry to the glafs-houfe, where ? ^
the m oil eafterly fhip lies, 3

T h e n  the whole fpace from Ejjex-bridgs to ? 
the glafs-houfe contains j

I f  then 3851 feet now holds all the fhips which 
come into the port o f  Dublin, 6657 feet the diftance 
from the ferry to the eaft end o f the North-wan, 
w ill hold at ieaft as m any, and more efpecially ns 
the river widens as it goes down, and to this nn 
be added the room gained b y  the rem oval ot the 
ferries, the new docks at the Cuftom -houie-qva ,

E  2 and
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and the bafon o f  Ring/end, and then let an y  man 
fay  if  there would not be fufficient room in the river 
for the fhipping, altho’ a bridge was to be built op-
pofite to Batchelor's-lane.

I f  any doubt could remain on this head, it is to 
be obferved, that M r. Gray dm and the other wrt- 
neifes all allow, that the whole w ay down the quays 
from Mofs-Jlreet to Ring fend, the bed o f  the river 
b y  the wall is mud, which they allow could be eafily 
removed, and that it would afford excellent lying 
fc fhips, befides that docks without number m ight 
be made all the w ay down, or cuts made into the 
ground and only walled, which would be cheaper, 
and would contain ten times the number o f  fhips* 
that ever w ill come to the port o f  Dublin.

It is urged, that there is an angle below the grav- 
ing-bank, which protects all veifels which lie above 
it, and that below this angle, no fhip can lie in fafe- 
t jr, there is fuch a jo g g le  in the river,

I f  there was any weight in this aflertion, which 
was firft difcovered when the rem oval o f  the C u f
tom-houfe was in agitation, it would be entirely re
m oved b y  the arguments I have before made ufe of, 
for I have fhewn that the fpace now occupied b y 
the ferries, with the new intended dock, and the 
bafon o f  Ringfend, would be more than fufficient to. 
g ive  room for the fhips cut o f f  b y  a new  bridge, i f  
there were ever to be in future, as m any veflels de
layed in the river as heretofore, which Í have fhewn 
could not be the csfe.

I f  what I have faid does not fatisfy the oppofers 
o f  the new Cuftom -houfe, and convince them that 
there would be fufficient room for the fhipping, as
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is herein ftated, i f  they will allow me to ailiit in 
planning their new bridge, I will b y  caufing either 
one or two o f the arches to draw up, take aw ay 
the whole o f  their objection, and leave the fame 
lying for ihips in the river, as there is at this day.

T h e  next argument made ufe o f  is, that this new 
bridge would, b y  cutting o ff  fo much o f  the river 
increale freight and infurance.

E very thing which has been faid are arguments to 
fhew, that the neceiTary confequence o f a removal 
o f  the Cuftom -houfe to the intended fituation m uft 
be, that by affording a much fafer and much more 
expeditious ly in g  and difcharge for all vefTels, both 
freight and infurance m uft be lowered hereafter.

T h e  next argum ent, and that upon which great 
reliance is had, is that the rem oval o f  the Cuftom - 
houfe, and the building o f  a new bridge, which 
m uft be, as is alleged, the neceflary confequence 
o f  it, will increafe the price o f  all commodities im
ported and exported, and b y  driving the provifion 
veffels lower down the river, will bring the neceifa- 
ries o f life at a m oft exorbitant rate to the poor, by  
the increafed price o f  carriage.

T h is  argum ent amounts to an alTertion, that the 
removal o f  the Cuftom -houfe fo low down the river, 
would increafe the price o f  all goods, by  raifing the 
rate o f  carriage.

T h is  expence m uft be fuppofed to fall either upon 
our exports, or our imports.

O ur exports confift o f  linen, beef, butter, tal
low and hides, every one o f  which is at this d ay

ihipped
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fhipped out fiom  the lower quays, as appears from 
the evidence given before the committee by  Mr. 
Graydon, page 6, M r. Mar/den, page 1 1 , and Mr. 
Abraham IVilkinfon, page 1 4 ,  if then our exports 
are already fhipped from the lower quays, how is 
the removal o f  the Cuftom-houfe down the river, 
to affect them in any ihape, for when it is rem oved, 
the exports will be fhipped ju ft where they are at 
this day.

It appears from the evidence o f  M r. Sackville 
Hamilton, that the merchants o f  Dublin had often 
applied to the board o f  revenue, not only for leave 
to unload, but alfo to load their veifels at the Bat- 
chelor’s-walk, and even on the North-wall. T h is  
fhews how eagerly every argument is caught at, to 
prevent the removal o f  the Cuftom -houie, when 
that which has been repeatedly requefted as a favor, 
is now com plained o f  as a hardfhip.

Our imports m ay be properly divided into two 
forts, the luxuries and the neceifaries o f  life, the one 
appertains to the rich, the other to the poor.

A s to the luxuries o f  life, it is true, that they all 
now are, and m uft alw ays be landed upon the 
Cuftom -houfe-quay, and the lower that quay is, the 
further the importers who live to the weftward will 
have to carry them, but I cannot allow the deduc
tion drawn from thefe premifes in the extent which 
is defired, v iz. that the price o f  all goods will be 
m aterially railed, b y  the great additional price o f  
carriage, for the price o f  the carriage o f  the luxu
ries o f  life, bears fo very  fm all a proportion to the 
value ó f the commodities them felves, that it cannot 
be argued that the addition, if  there w ill be any, 
can aft e ft  them.
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For inftance, it appears from the evidence o f  Mr, 

Dempfey, that the carriage o f  dry goods to any part 
o f  Dublin, is but is . 4d. a ton, and that the diffe
rence o f  the carriage o f  an hogfhead o f  wine to any 
part o f  the town, compared with any other, is but 
two pence, and that the price he paid, from the 
prefent Cuitom -houfe to Gecrge's-quay, was for two 
hogfheads or one pipe o f  wine fix pence.

M r. Marfden fays in his evidence, that the price 
o f  carriage for a puncheon from the Cuitom-houfe 
to Fijher's-lane, was but 8d. and a hogfhead o f fu~ 
gar either 8d. or 10d.

Mr. Hamilton mentions, that the heavy goods dif- 
charged at the Cuftom -houfe-quay are wines, fpirits, 
fugars and tobacco, that the carriage o f  a hogfhead 
o f  wine, the average value o f  which m ay be tw enty 
guineas, is but 5^. a hogfhead o f  tobacco value 25/. 
but c,d. fo that i f  the additional expence o f  carriage 
were doubled, it would bear fo fm all a proportion 
to the felling price o f  the com m odity, that it never 
could affedt it.

It appears b y  a lift o f  the wholefale merchants o f 
Dublin, returned b y  the proper officer, and annexed 
to the report o f  the com m ittee, that their number 
amounted at that time to 4 79 , that o f  this number 
209 lived to the weftward, and 270 to the enft- 
ward o f Effex-bridge ; now the rem oval o f  the Cuf- 
tom-houfe to the new fituation, will not increafe the 
price o f  carriage to fuch mercliants as live to the 
eailward, and therefore the increafed price w ill not 
be univerfal.

O f  thofe merchants who live to the weftward, there 
are not fix that I can find, who live near the pre
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fent Cuftom-houfe, if  then the intereft o f the mer
chant is inieparably annexed to a vicinity to the 
Cuitom-houfe, how comes it, that none o f  thofe 
who live to the weftward, and who are the people 
that now complain, live near it, they all inhabit the 
Liberty, UJher's-quay, UJher*s-ifland, and that part o f  
the town on both fides the river -, and M r. IVilkinfcn  
in his evidence, has acknowledged that he lives in 
Park-Jlreet in the Liberty, that m any o f  the whole- 
fale merchants live near him, altho’ at a diftance 
from the Cuftom -houfe, that he finds his fituation 
a good one for bufinefs, being near the m anufactur
ers, and in the w ay o f country cuftomers, which 
were advantages he preferred to a vicinity to the 
Cuftom-houfe, and this fhews that it is neither a 
confideraticn o f  the price o f  carriage, or o f  the dif
tance o f  the Cuitom -houfe, which determines the 
merchant to chocfe an habitation, but certain circum - 
ftances peculiar to the bufinefs he goes into, thofe 
whofe advantage it is to live near the manufacturers 
will inhabit the Liberty, brewers and diftillers w ill 
live where they can command water, thofe who deal 
with the country, with Leinfter and Munfter, will live 
in the Liberty, James and Thomas-ftreet, thofe wrho 
deal with the North, will live about the Linen-hally 
Pill-lane, and that part o f  the town, 1b  that the idea 
that the rem oval o f  the Cuftom -houfe, will either 
raife the price o f  goods in any degree which can af
fect them , or that it will depopulate the weilern 
parts o f  the town, is ill grounded and falfe, and is 
only raifed b y  felf-interefted and m iitaken m en, to 
anfwer their own purpofes.

I com e now to the neceffaries o f  life, which it is 
faid, w ill be fo m uch raifed upon the poor o f  the 
Liberty, b y  the great additional price o f  carriage.
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T h e  neceflaries o f  life I take to be corn, pota
toes, fait and coals;

T h e  com  which is confumed b y  the inhabitants 
o f  Dublin, is brought thither either b y  land-carriage 
or b y  fea, that which is brought b y  the former 
mode, is carried to the great corn-m arket in Thomas- 

Jlreet, and is there fold, that which comes b y  lea, 
is landed either at George's or at AJlon s-qitay, there 
are bounties paid upon the carriage o f both corn 
and flour, whether brought b y  land or b y  fea, equal 
to the expence o f  bringing them up ; now, without 
goin g into a minute invelligation ot what particu
lar fpecies o f  grain comes up b y iea, (altho I ap
prehend it would be found to be that which is not 
eaten b y  the poor,) I fhall ftate that it appears b y  
the beft account I have been able to obtain, that the 
quantity o f  corn which comes b y  fea, is about 
or V t  o f  the quantity which com es b y  land-carriage.

T h e fe  b eins fa fts , I defire to know  how are the 
poor in the Liberty, and in the other weftern parts of 
the city , to be injured in this neceffary article o f  corn, 
b y  a rem oval o f  the Cuftom -houfe.

Eleven-tw elfths, or twelve-thirteenths o f  the corn 
which comes to Dublin, and all the flour brought to 
m arket, and fold in the weftern extrem ity o f  the 
town, near to the Liberty, and the leg.flature has 
provided, that the carriage o f  it to the m arket lhall 
be paid, in order that the m anufacturer and the la
bourer m ay eat his bread as cheap in Dublin, as 1 
bought on the fpot where the corn grew  ; what buli- 
neis then has the weftern inhabitant to go down to 
George's-quay, the eaftem  extrem ity o f  the town, 
to b u y  his com , when he can get it at his own door,
unlefs it be for the pleafure o f  grum bling at the ex-
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pence o f carrying it from thence to his own houie, 
he cannot pretend that he can buy it cheaper below, 
for the only reafon w hy corn brought b y  lea, 
ihould be cheaper than that brought b y  land is, 
that fea-carriage is much lower than land-carriage * 
but in this cafe, the publick pay for carriage both 
ways* and therefore there is no advantage in that 
point. I cannot therefore conceive any poilible rea
fon w hy the manufacturer in the Liberty, or any 
other inhabitant o f  the weftern part o f Dublin, Ihould 
go down to the eaftern part, to purchafe the corn 
brought there by  fea, and thereby to force the poor 
inhabitants who live near thofe quays, to go to Tho- 
mas-Jtreet to bu y their bread, when each m ay be fup- 
plied at their own doors, and if  they can be fupplied 
at their own doors, I cannot fee how the rem oval o f 
the Cuftom-houfe, or the building o f  a new bridge 
can add to the price o f the carriage, or in any wife 
affedt this article o f the neceflaries o f  life, to an in
habitant o f  the weftern part o f the town.

But if  there were not inhabitants fufficient at the 
eaftern part o f the town, to confume T*T o f  the corn 
brought to Dublin, and that a part o f  that now brought 
b y  fea, was confumed in the w eft, the rem oval o f  
the Cuftom -houfe, altho’ it was followed b y  a bridge, 
would not raife the price o f  this corn higher than it is 
at prefent.

E very  witnefs, who was exam ined to the point, 
declared that com  was now landed at George's and at 
Afton\-quays, and what would prevent its being ftill 
landed there, i f  there was a bridge ; nay if  accor
ding to the fpeculations o f  fome gentlem en, the 
corn fhips were necelfarily driven dofrn to the fluice 
near Ring/end to difcharge, M r. Thwaites has declar
ed on his exam ination, that the additional expence 
o f  carriage would be to him, who lives at Corke-
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bridge, in the extreme fouth-weft end o f  the Liberty, 
but* one penny for a barrel o f barley or malt.

I f  it were neceiTary, it could be argued with great 
truth, that a new bridge inftead o f  driving the pro- 
vifion fhips down to the fluice, would force them up 
the river, into the very heart o f  the town, for nothing 
hinders them from going there now, but either that 
they find cuftomers below, or that the (pace above 
is fo occupied b y  trading veflels, that they cannoi 
find room, but if  the Cuftom -houfe was removed 
down, and a bridge built, thofe veflels having fpace 
above, would lie at the Batckelcr's-'walk, at Crampton- 
quay, and at the prefent Cuftom-houfe, i f  the new 
bridge was a draw-bridge, t h e r e  could be no difficulty 
for both the coal and provifion fhips to go up, and 
lie above it, if  it were a ftone bridge, then the prc- 
vifion fhips have only to follow the exam ple o f th  ̂
London veilels for the fame purpofe, and ot the Car- 
lingford oyfter-boats, and have their m aits made to 
ftnke, and they m ay go up wherever there is w a
ter for them, that boats o f that conftruft.on are 
fit for the voyage, is very  certain, for the proviiions 
which com e here b y  fea, com e from  W exford and 
Dungarvan, and the vo yage  from thofe places is as 
fafe, and as eafy, as from C a r lin g  ford, but boats 
upon this conftrudion ftand the great weftern ocean, 
it" is in fuch boats, that the French carry on then 
great M ackarel fifhery, on the fouth weftern coait 
o f  this kingdom , where 300 o f  them m ay be feen 
to fifh at one time.

In like manner, potatoes are brought either b y  
land, or b y  Sea to Dublin, thefe, which com e b y  
land, are carried and expofed to lale, in the potafoe 
m arket in Frauds-jlreet, at the very  doors or the 
inhabitants o f the liberty, thole brought b) lea,
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are fold at George's and Ajion-quay, in like manner, 
as in Corn, the people who refide in the weftern 
part o f  the city, have the great m arket in Francis- 

Jireet to purchafe at, and thofe who inhabit the eaft- 
ern part buy at the quay.

T h ofe  potatoe boats would alfo follow the exam 
ple o f the other provifion veflels, and go up above 
the Cuftom-houfe, and difcharge at the Batchelor's- 
■walk, & c. as is before ftated ; and here I m uft call 
upon the oppofers o f  the removal o f  the Cuftom - 
houfe, to recoiled; that the poor Inhabitants o f  the 
eaftern end o f  this city , are their fellow creatures 
and brother citizens as well as thofe in the weftern, 
and that hum anity obliges them to allow them to 
eat, and to permit them to earn as much m oney, 
as will purchafe raiment, the cry  is everlafting that 
the poor o f  the liberty are ilarvin g, that all the 
provifions which com e to Dublin, m uit be brought 
up to them at the cheapeft rate, but are not the 
poor to the eaftward to be takefi fome little care 
o f  alfo, is it becaufe there are no poor in the eaftern 
part o f  the town, that we do not hear o f  their dif- 
trefs, or is it becaufe, altho’ oppreiTed and mifera- 
ble as they are, without em ploym ent, without food, 
without raiment they peaceably demean themfelves, 
and fuffer the m od extrem e poverty, without either 
clam our or riot ; have there been no workm en but 
W eavers, without em ploym ent for fome years paft? 
what is become o f  the whole tribe, whofe em ploy
ments depended upon the profperity o f  the building 
trade, all ftarving in the eaftem  parts o f  the town, 
what is the condition, at this day, o f  the poor o f  
the eaft, on the north fide the river, they are obli
ged, whenever they want to purchafe either o f  the 
necefiaries before mentioned, to go to the fouth fide 
The river, or to the extrem e v e fte m  part o f  the

town,
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town, and either to lofe their time, wear out their 
fhoes and (lockings, if  they have any, or to crofs 
the ferry twice, and p a y  a penny in addition, for 
neceflaries, upon which they have not probably 
tw elve pence to lay out, is not their condition to 
be pitied ? is it not, and ought it not to be reme
died ? when the provifion vellels fhall difcharge at 
the northern fide the river, then they w ill be put 
upon an equality with the other poor o f  the city.

I m uil add one obfervation more, which is, that 
the poor o f the weilern part o f  the town, are likely 
to have a new mode o f  fupply opened to them, b y  
means o f the canal, which will bring to them corn, 
potatoes and firing, an advantage that the people 
o f  the other end o f  the town cannot enjoy.

T h e  next article is Salt, this article alfo is landed 
upon George's and Afloris-quay, and would be fo, 
i f  the Cuftom -houfe was built below.

I fhall not dwell long upon this article, that, 
which is uled b y  the poor is manufactured for the 
m oil part at home, and cannot be affetted  b y  the 
meafure under confideration, neither could the car
riage o f fuch a quantity as is ufed b y a poor man, 
m ake nny difference, a man m ay ufe perhaps an 
hundred weight o f  fait in a year, this is purchafed 
at various times, and brought home, not in a w ag
gon, but by  one o f  the fam ily, this article therefore 
would not be affected.

Coals therefore are the only article now remain
ing.

I f  the Cuftom -houfe be rem oved, and that a
bridge does not follow, the coal ihips will difcharge

ju ft
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ju it  where they do at this day, and no difference 
can be made, if a bridge fhould follow the remo
val o f the Cuilom-houfe, and if  that bridge be a 
draw-bridge, no alteration will be made in the lying 
o f  coal fhips, but even if  this fhould not be the 
cafe, and that a iione bridge fhould prevent the 
poffibility o f fhips getting up, I f^y, it would not 
have any effect upon the price o f coals, or raife the 
carriage o f them to the manufacturers in the weitern 
part o f the town.

It is a fa il  as notorious as the name o f the Coal- 
quay, that the inhabitants o f  the weftern part o f the 
town, now purchafe their coals principally there 
out o f the gabbards, and on the feveral quays, 
higher up the river, nay that the gabbards carry 
coals up to the Barracks, the R oyal H ofpital, Step
hens’s H ofpital, and as high up the river as they 
have water, and fell them at the fame price, that 
they are fold for at the Batchelor's-quay, for the 
truth o f  this aiíertion, I appeal to the breafls o f  
perfons, who purchafe their coals at the Coal-quay, 
who certainly are the poor o f the upper part o f  
the town, now if  a bridge fhould prevent the fhips 
from getting up, the town would be fupplied b y  
gabbards, and at the fame price it now is b y  
fhips; m any circumftances concur, to enable the 
gabbard-m an to fell his coals even more reafonable 
than the m ailer ol the coal fhip who comes up to 
the quay.

T h e  captain o f the fhip can afford to fell to him, 
cheaper than b y  retail, he unloads in the b ay  at 
one tide, and fails again with the firil fair wind, 
whereas was he obliged to com e up to the quay, 
he would have much delay in getting there, much 
in difpofing o f his cargo, and if  he was not lu cky, 
he would probably be neaped, and delayed one

w ay
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w ay or other for three weeks, or a month, during 
which time, he m ight have made two or three 
voyages, this alone would be a fufficient reafon to 
induce him to fell a fhilling a ton cheaper to a 
gabbard, befides, a fhip which comes up to the 
quay, is obliged to em ploy a fadtor, to whom 
they p ay  fix-pence halfpenny a ton, then they 
have feveral expences, when they come up, to which 
they are not fubjeól, when they difcharge below, 
all which circum flances enable them to fell fo much 
cheaper to the gabbards, that they again can a f
ford, and now do fell, at the very fame price out 
o f  the gabbards above the bridges, that they do 
out o f  the fhips at the Batchelor's-walk.

T h ere is but one argum ent more, that I have 
ever heard urged againil the removal o f  the Cuf- 
tom-houfe, and that is, that the noble building the 
R o yal Exchange, will be rendered ufelefs thereby, 
this argum ent does not deferve a ferious anfwer, 
w hy did the Merchants contrary to common fenfe, 
and contrary to the m oil convincing arguments, 
and earnefl entreaties, e re il the building where 
they did, this could be eafily explained, if  it was 
worth explaining, all that I fhall anfwer to this ar
gu m en t,- is, the Exchange o f  London, the Exchange 
o f  Liverpoole, the Exchange o f  Briftol, are at greater 
diilances from  the Cuflom -houfes o f thefe refpeótive 
Cities, than that o f  Dublin w ill be from  the new 
Cuflom -houfe. f

H avin g  ilated the conveniencies and inconveni- 
encies o f  the new and the old fituations, and endea
voured to anfwer fuch argum ents as I have heard 
again il the rem oval o f  the Cuflom -houfe, I leave 
the whole before the P u blick , certain that they w ill 
draw an impartial Conclufion.
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