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REAMHNOTA
PREFATORY NOTE

_ 1. The information regarding election results and transfer of votes contained
i in this volume is compiled from the public notices given by returning

5 3 officers.

Certain relevant provisions of the Electoral Act, 1923 (No. 12 of 1923)
are reproduced at the end of the volume.

2. Party affiliations are indicated as follows:—

C.G. — Cine Gael

C.-P. — Clann na Poblachta

C.-T. — Clann na Talmhan

Far. — Farmer

F.F. — Fianna Fiil

F.G. — Fine Gael

Ind. — Independent

Ind. Far. — Independent Farmer

Ind. Lab. — Independent Labour

IL.W.L. — Irish Workers’ League
. Lab. — Labour

N.A. — National Action

SE. — Sinn Féin

Y.L — Young Ireland.

3, An asterisk * before the name of a candidate in the General Election results
indicates that the candidate was a member of the previous Diil.

Feabhra, 1955.
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CORRTHOGHCHAIN

don

CHEATHRU DAIL DEAG

(130 MEITHEAMH, 1951—24G AIBREAN, 1954)

BYE-ELECTIONS

to

FOURTEENTH DAIL

(13rH JunE, 1951—24TH APRIL, 1954)
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AN tACHT TIMPEALL TOGHCHAN, 1923 (Uimh. 12 de 1923).
ELECTORAL ACT, 1923 (No. 12 of 1923),

SLEACHTA.
EXTRACTS.

(EARLAISf O IARRTHOIRI I pTOGHCHAIN DALA).
ik 20.
‘eelion 20,

(DEPOSITS BY CANDIDATES AT DAIL ELECTIONS).

' (1) A candidate at a Diil election, or someone on his behalf, shall deposit with the returning
officer before the expiration of the time appointed for receiving nominations the sum of one hundred
pounds, and, if he fails to do so, he shall be deemed to be withdrawn.

(4) If a candidate is not elected the deposit made by him or on his behalf shall be returned
to the person by whom the deposit was made as soon as practicable after the result of the election
B is declared, unless the number of votes polled by the candidate does not exceed one-third of the quota
as ascertained in accordance with the rules contained in the Third Schedule of this Act, and in such
case the deposit shall be forfeited to Saorstit Eireann. For the purposes of this sub-section the number
of votes polled by a candidate shall be deemed to be the greatest number of votes at any time credited
to him in accordance with the Rules contained in the Third Schedule to this Act.

RIALACHA DO THOGHACHAIN DO REIR IONADAIOCHTA COTHROMULA.

InTreasSeeidenl.
“hivd Schedule.

PROPORTIONAL REFRESENTATION ELECTION RULES.
1. The election shall be conducted in accordance with the following Rules.
2. An elector in giving his vote—

(a) must place on his ballot paper the figure 1 opposite the name of the candidate for whom

@ he votes;

(5) may in addition place on his ballot paper the figures 2 and 3, or 2, 3, and 4, and so on
opposite the names of other candidates in the order of his preference.

3. (1) After the ballot papers have been mixed in accordance with the Rules contained in the
Fifth Schedule to this Act, the returning officer shall, rejecting any that are invalid, cause the ballot
papers to be arranged in parcels according to the first preferences recorded for each candidate.

(2) The returning officer shall then count the number of papers in each parcel, and credit each
randidate with a number of votes equal to the number of valid papers on which a first preference
has been recorded for such candidate, and he shall ascertain the full total number of all valid papers.

4. The returning officer shall then divide the full total number of all valid papers by a number
exceeding by one the number of vacancies to be filled. The result increased by one, any fractional
remainder being disregarded, shall be the number of votes sufficient to secure the return of a candidate.
This number is herein called the ‘* quota.”

5. If at the end of any count the number of votes credited to a candidate is equal to or greater
than the quota, that candidate shall be deemed to be elected.

6. (1) 1f at the end of any count the number of votes credited to a candidate is greater than
the quota, the surplus shall be transferred in accordance with the provisions of this Rule to the
continuing candidate or candidates indicated on the ballot papers in the parcel or sub-parcel of the
nlarted randidatn acrordine tn tha navt availahle nreferances rocardaed tharenn
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returning officer shall examine all the papers in the parcel of the elected candidate whose surplus is
to be transferred, and shall arrange the transferable papers in sub-parcels according to the next
available preferences recorded thereon.

(8) If the votes credited to an elected candidate consist of original and transferred
votes, or of transferred votes only, the returning officer shall examine the papers contained in the
sub-parcel last received by the elected candidate, and shall arrange the transferable papers therein
in further sub-parcels according to the next available preferences recorded thereon.

() In either of the cases referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this sub-section the
returning officer shall make a separate sub-parcel of the non-transferable papers, and shall ascertain
the number of papers in each sub-parcel of transferable papers, and in the sub-parcel of non-
transferable papers.

(3) If the surplus is equal to or greater than the total number of papers in the sub-parcels of
transferable papers, the returning officer shall transfer each sub-parcel of transferable papers to the
continuing candidate indicated thereon as the voters’ next available preference:

Provided that where the surplus is greater than such total number a sub-parcel shall be
made of a number of non-transferable papers equal to the difference between the said total number and
the surplus and the papers in such sub-parcel shall be set aside and not further taken into account
and for the purposes of Rule 11 shall be described as non-transferable papers not effective and the
remaining non-transferable papers also arranged as a sub-parcel shall be placed with the papers of
the candidate deemed to be clected.

(4) (a) If the surplus is less than the total number of transferable papers, the returning
officer shall transfer from each sub-parcel of transferable papers to the continuing candidate indicated
thereon as the voter’s next available preference that number of papers which bears the same pro-
portion to the number of papers in the sub-parcel as the surplus bears to the total number of trans-
ferable papers.

(5) The number of papers to be transferred from each sub-parcel shall be ascertained by
multiplying the number of papers in the sub-parcel by the surplus and dividing the result by the total
number of transferable papers. A note shall be made of the fractions, if any, in each quotient
ascertained in respect of each candidate.

(c) If, owing to the existence of such fractions, the number of papers to be transferred
is less than the surplus, so many of these fractions taken in the order of their magnitude, beginning
with the largest, as are necessary to make the total number of papers to be transferred equal to the
surplus, shall be reckoned as of the value of unity, and the remaining fractions shall be ignored.

If two or more fractions are of equal magnitude, that fraction shall be deemed to be
the largest which arises from the largest sub-parcel, and if such sub-parcels are equal in size, preference
shall be given to the candidate who obtained the largest number of original votes, Where the numbers
of such original votes are equal regard shall be had to the total number of votes credited to such
candidates, at the first count at which they had an unequal number of votes, and the fraction
credited to the candidate with the greatest number of votes at that count shall be deemed to be the
largest. Where the numbers of votes credited to such candidates were equal at all counts the returning
officer shall determine by lot which fraction shall be deemed to be the largest.

(d) The particular papers to be transferred from each sub-parcel shall be those last filed
in the sub-parcel, and each paper so transferred shall be marked stamped or perforated so as to indicate
the number of the count at which the transfer took place.

(5} A surplus which arises at the end of any count shall be transferred before a surplus which
may arise at a subsequent count: Provided that—

(a) the returning officer need not necessarily transfer the surplus of an elected candidate
when that surplus, together with any other surplus not transferred, is less than
the difference between the numbers of the votes credited to the two lowest con-
tinuing candidates and the number of votes credited at such count to the lowest
candidate is greater than one-third of the quota;

() a surplus which is equal to or greater than the difference between the numbers of
votes credited to the two lowest candidates shall be transferred before any surplus
which is less than such difference;

(¢} if there are two or more surpluses, each of which is less than the difference between
the numbers of votes credited to the two lowest candidates, the greatest of such
surpluses shall be first transferred without regard to the count at which it arose.
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(6) When two or more surpluses arise from the same count the largest shall be first dealt
with and the others shall be dealt with in the order of their magnitude.

(7) I two or more candidates have each an equal surplus arising from the same count,
regard shall be had to the number of original votes obtained by each candidate, and the surplus of
the candidate credited with the largest number of original votes shall be first dealt with.

Where the numbers of such original votes are equal, regard shall be had to the total
number of votes credited to such candidates at the first count at which they had an unequal number
of votes, and the surplus of the candidate with the greatest number of votes at that count shall be
first dealt with.

Where the numbers of votes credited to such candidates were equal at all counts, the
returning officer shall determine by lot which surplus he will first deal with.

7. (1) I at any time no candidate has a surplus (or when under the preceding Rule an existing
surplus need not be and is not transferred), and one or more vacancies remain unfilled, the returning
officer shall exclude the candidate credited with the lowest number of votes, and shall examine all
the papers of that candidate, and shall arrange the transferable papers in sub-parcels according to
the next available preferences recorded thereon for continuing candidates, and shall transfer each
sub-parcel to the candidate for whom that preference is recorded, and shall make a separate sub-
parcel of the non-transferable papers. The non-transferable papers shall be set aside as finally dealt
with and shall for the purposes of Rule 43 in the Fifth Schedule to this Act be described as non-
transferable papers not effective.

(2) If the total of the votes of the two or more lowest candidates together with any surplus
not transferred, is less than the number of votes credited to the next highest candidate and the number
of votes credited to the lowest candidate is greater than one-third of the quota, the returning officer
may in one operation exclude those candidates and transfer their votes in accordance with Rule 7 (1}.

(3) 1f, when a candidate has to be excluded under this Rule, two or mare candidates have
each the same number of votes and are lowest, regard shall be had to the number of original votes
credited to each of those candidates, and the candidate with the smallest number of original votes
shall be excluded, and where the numbers of the original votes are equal, regard shall be had to the
total numbers of votes credited to those candidates at the first count at which they had an unequal
number of votes, and the candidate with the lowest number of votes at that count shall be excluded
and, where the numbers of votes credited to those candidates were equal at all counts, the returning
officer shall determine by lot which shall be excluded.

8. (1) Whenever any transfer is made under any of the preceding Rules each sub-parcel of
papers transferred shall be placed on top of the parcel if any, of papers of the candidate to whom the
transfer is made, and that candidate shall be credited with a number of votes equal to the number
of papers transferred to him.

(2) I after any transfer a candidate has a surplus, that surplus shall be dealt with in
accordance with and subject to the provisions contained in Rule 6 before any other candidate is
excluded.

9. (1) When the number of continuing candidates is equal to the number of vacancies remaining
unfilled, the continuing candidates shall thereupon be deemed to be elected.

(2) When only one vacancy remains unfilled, and the votes of some one continuing candidate
exceed the total of all the votes of the other continuing candidates, together with any surplus not
transferred, that candidate shall thereupon be deemed to be elected.

(3) When the last vacancies can be filled under this Rule, no further transfer of votes need
be made so long as the number of votes credited to each of the continuing candidates referred to in
Rule 9 (2) who are not deemed to be elected is greater than one-third of the quota.

10. (1} Any candidate or his agent may, at the conclusion of any count, request the returning
officer to re-examine and recount all or any of the papers dealt with during that count, and the retur-
ning officer shall forthwith re-examine and recount accordingly the papers indicated without making
any alterations in the arrangement of the papers in the various parcels, save where such alterations
may be necessary in consequence of any error discovered in the recount. The returning officer may’
also at his discretion recount papers either once or more often in any case in which he is not satisfied
as to the accuracy of any count: Provided that nothing herein shall make it obligatory on the retur-
ning officer to recount the same parcel of papers more than once.

(2) The powers of the Court upon an election petition shall include power to direct the whole
or any part of the balldt papers to be recounted, and the result of the alection to be ascertained in
accordance with these Raules.

(3) On any such recount, subject to such modifications as may be necessary by reason of any
arder nf the Conrt. each paver shall take the same course as at the original counting of the votes.



0

11. (1) If any question shall arise in relation to the exclusion of any candidate under Rule 7
or to any transfer of votes, the decision of the returning officer, whether expressed or implied by his
acts, shall be final, unless an objection in writing stating the grounds thereof is made to the returning
officer by any candidate or his agent before the declaration of the poll, and in that event the decision
of the returning officer may be reversed upon an election petition.

(2) If any decision of the returning officer is so reversed, the transfer in question and all
operations subsequent thereto shall be void, and the court may direct what transfer is to be made
in place of the transfer in question, and may cause the subsequent operations to be carried out, and
the result of the election to be ascertained in accordance with these Rules.

12. In these Rules—

{1) The expression “ continuing candidate "’ means any candidate not deemed to be elected
and not excluded.

(2) The expression *' first preference '’ means the figure *“ 1 " standing alone; the expression
‘ second preference "’ means the figure “ 2" standing alone in succession to the figure “ 1’ and the
expression ' third preference " means the figure ' 3 "' standing alone in succession to the figures
1" and* 2" set opposite the name of any candidate, and so on.

(8) The expression ‘' next available preference " means a second or subsequent preference
recorded in consecutive numerical order for a continuing candidate, the preference next in order on
the ballot paper for candidates already deemed to be elected or excluded being ignored.

(4) The expression * transferable paper ”’ means a ballot paper on which, following a first
preference, a second or subsequent preference is recorded in consecutive numerical order for a con-
tinuing candidate.

(5) The expression * non-transferable paper " means a ballot paper on which no second or
subsequent preference is recorded for a continuing candidate.

Provided that a paper shall be deemed to have become a non-transferable paper
whenever—

{(z} the names of two or more candidates (whether continuing or not) are marked
with the same number and are next in order of preference; or

(b)) the name of the candidate next in order of preference (whether continuing or not)
is marked

(i) by a number not following consecutively after some other number on the
ballot paper; or

(i) by two or more numbers; or

{¢) it is void for uncertainty.

{6) The expression “ original vote " in regard to any candidate means a vote derived from a
ballot paper on which a first preference is recorded for that candidate.

(7) The expression * transferred vote " in regard to any candidate, means a vote derived
from a ballot paper on which a second or subsequent preference is recorded for that candidate.

(8) The expression ** surplus "' means the number of votes by which the total number of the
voles, original and transferred credited to any candidate, exceeds the quota.

(9) The expression ' count "’ means—

(a) all the operations involved in the counting of the first preferences recorded for
candidates: or

{b) all the operations involved in the transier of the surplus of an elected candidate: or

{c} all the operations involved in the transfer of the votes of an excluded candidate.

(10) The expression ' deemed to be elected ’ means deemed to be elected for the purpose of
counting of the votes, but without prejudice to the declaration of the poll.

(11) The expression ** determine by lot "’ means determine in accordance with the following
direction:— The names of the candidates concerned having been written on similar slips of paper, and
the slips having been folded so as to prevent identification and mixed and drawn at random, the can-
didate or candidates shall, in cases of exclusion be excluded in the order in which their nwmes are
drawn, and, in cases of surpluses, the surpluses shall be transferred in the order in which the names
are drawn.
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