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STATISTICAL ABSTRACT

PREFACE.

This is the Tenth issue of the Annual Statistical Abstract.

The Statistics Act, 1926 (Section 3) gives power to the Minister for Industry
and Commerce to compile and issue from time to time a publication containing
the collected statistics of this country and to include in such publication, in
addition to statistics collected under the Statistics Act, statistics collected by
any other Minister or under any other enactment. The Statistical Abstract
includes not only the statistics just referred to but also a considerable amount
of statistical matter which arises from the ordinary administrative work of the
several Departments of State. Each year when the tabular matter is being got
ready preparatory to publication, each Department is asked to state whether
they have any amendments to make in the tables furnished for previous
years and whether they wish to suggest any other tables or information for
inclusion in the Abstract. Thus the Statistical Abstract may be said to contain
references to practically all official statistical data available.

The information published in previous editions has been revised where
necessary and brought up-to-date. The tabular matter in Section IV—Trade
Statistics—has been considerably reduced for the reasons mentioned in the
introduction to that section on page 86. In present circumstances, on account
of the European War, it has not been possible to obtain data for the com-
pletion of the tables in Section XI—International Statistics—and, accordingly,
the latter section has been omitted altogether from this issue of the Abstract.
Otherwise the general layout of the Abstract is the same as in previous issues.

Before each of the main sections of the Abstract letterpress matter has been
inserted containing any necessary explanatory notes relating to the tables
in the particular section as well as reference to any particular features in the
tables to which it is thought special notice should be directed. In a few cases
certain tables relating to Eire Statistics have been repeated in the same form
as they appeared in the 1939 Abstract, for the reason that figures for a year
later than that shown were not available at the time of going to press.

Although all the tabular matter for the several Volume=s of the Census of
Population (1936) Report is not yet available, many important summary
tables have now been compiled and these summary tables, which have already
appeared in the “ Irish Trade Journal and Statistical Bulletin,” are included
in this Abstract.

It must be understood, of course, that this publication is merely an “abstract”
bringing together all statistical information much of which appears elsewhere
in Government Reports or such like publications issued from time to time
by different Departments. Attention is drawn to the alphabetical index at
the end of the Volume and to the Contents list on pages iii-xiii’; the latter
shows the principal sections into which the Abstract is divided.

The thanks of the Department must be accorded to the other Departments
for their collaboration in this work and for the valuable suggestions which
have been made from time to time.
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