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Review and Main Achievements of 2019

€14.5 billion

of agri-food exports in 2019

The agriculture and food sector continued to play a
vital role in Ireland’s economy with agri-food exports
accounting for 9.5% of total exports with a value of
€14.5 billion, marking growth of over 63% since 2010.
The UK remained Ireland’s largest agri-food export
destination, with exports of €5.5 billion in 2019 or 38%
of total exports. Exports to the EU (excluding the UK)
were worth €4.7 billion, while exports to the rest of the
world were worth €4.3 billion in 2019. The top three
export categories in 2019 were Dairy Produce at €5.0
billion, Beef at €2.3 billion and Beverages at €1.7
billion, accounting for €9.1 billion or 63% of total
worldwide agri-food exports.

The agri-food sector makes a significant contribution
to employment, accounting for 7.1% of total
employment or 164,400 jobs, in rural and coastal
areas. The Department was responsible for Voted
expenditure of over €1.641 billion in 2019. In addition
to voted expenditure, the Department spent €1.250
billion in EU EAGF funded schemes, bringing total
expenditure to €2.8 billion.

In October 2019 a Revised Withdrawal Agreement and
Political Declaration was agreed between the EU 27
and Prime Minister Johnson. This was subsequently
ratified by both the European and UK Parliaments.

The main impact of the Brexit vote on the sector was
the effect of sterling volatility on those businesses that
have a significant trading relationship with the UK, and
this drop in currency value continues to have a
negative impact.

The Future Growth Loan Scheme developed by this
Department and the Department of Enterprise,
Business and Innovation in co-operation with the SBCI
and the European Investment Fund (EIF), was launched
by Minister Creed and his colleagues in March 2019.
Delivered through participating finance providers, it
provided €300 million of investment loans to eligible
Irish businesses, including farmers and the agri-food &
seafood sectors. Competitively priced, the loans are for
terms of 8-10 years to support strategic long-term
investment in a post-Brexit environment. Demand for
the Scheme was high, indicating that it met the
identified gap in the market, with the majority of the
funds fully committed as year end approached. At the
end of December 325 loans to farmers in the amount of
€37.5 million had been sanctioned with 57 loans to
food companies in the amount of €15.5 million
sanctioned. In excess of 800 additional applications
were in progress. Work has commenced on
consideration of options to extend or replace the loan
scheme.

Budget 2020 was delivered in the context of ongoing
Brexit uncertainty, which limited capacity to introduce
any new measures. However, it was agreed that the
Department and the Department of Finance would
engage on potential measures to assist farmers in
meeting the challenges and obligations set out in the
Climate Action Plan and to incentivise better Health
and Safety in the sector.

The renewal for another three years of Capital Gains
Tax Relief on Farm Restructuring, addressing the
challenge of fragmentation on Irish farms, and the
continuation of measures to promote and support
entrepreneurship, as evidenced by the increase in the
Earned Income Tax Credit, were important.

supported by the Agri Sector in 2019
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The announcement regarding microbreweries, that the
qualifying production threshold for relief from Alcohol
Products Tax is increasing from 40,000 hectolitres to
50,000 hectolitres, will allow larger breweries to
expand, particularly with a view to their export sales.
Enhancements to existing tax-based measures in
support of enterprise, SMEs and the agri-food sector,
i.e. the Key Employee Engagement Programme (KEEP),
the Employment and Investment (Ell) Scheme and the
Research and Development Tax Credit were also
significant.

€110 million was set out in the Budget 2020 in October
2019 to provide the first tranche of supports in the
event of a no deal Brexit occurring during 2020. €85
million of this was earmarked to support farmers
finishing cattle for slaughter, €14 million to go towards
a tie-up scheme for fishing vessels, €6 million in
investment aid to improve competitiveness and
increase environmental efficiency for other livestock
farmers and the mushroom sector, and €5 million (with
further funding provided by DBEI) to support a Food
Transformation capital investment scheme for product
and market innovation.

Further funding was allocated for import controls at
ports and airports. In the run up to various potential
Brexit deadlines during 2019, the Department, as part
of a whole of Government approach to Brexit, focused
on ensuring that sufficient staff, appropriate IT
hardware and software solutions and inspection
facilities that would be required for import controls,
after Brexit were in place. This was in order to allow the
Department to fulfil its legal obligations with respect to
SPS controls for agri-food products as efficiently as
possible, while also seeking to mitigate the worst of the
inevitable disruption to trading arrangements, as a
result of the UK decision to leave the single market.

*
> 4 x

Minister Creed continued his engagement with
stakeholders, through meetings of the Brexit
Stakeholders Consultative Committee and attendance
at events organised by the Department, other Agencies
and various representative bodies. These engagements
afforded him the opportunity to inform and encourage
business operators to take the necessary steps to allow
their trading arrangements with the UK to continue as
smoothly as possible. Stakeholders were encouraged
to register with the Department so that they will
receive relevant information directly, and to register
with the Revenue Commissioners to obtain an EORI
number. A Brexit Preparedness Checklist was prepared
and made available at several events.

The legislative proposals for the next CAP 2021-27,
continued to be discussed under the Romanian and
Finnish Presidenciesin 2019. The CAP Strategic Plan
Regulation has proved the most problematic for
Member States to consider and there are many
outstanding issues that will need to be resolved before
agreement can be achieved.

The Beef Environmental Efficiency pilot was launched
in 2019 aimed at improving economic and
environmental efficiencies on farm through gathering
performance metrics facilitating more informed
decision making. 16,424 farmers carried out the
required weighing and recording and received
payments totalling €15.3 million.

The Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) was
announced in May 2019. This provided temporary
exceptional adjustment aid to farmers in the beef
sector in Ireland subject to the conditions set out in EU
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1132.
BEAM was funded by a combination of EU aid and
Exchequer support, provided in light of the difficult
circumstances that Irish beef farmers have been facing
as a result of the market volatility and uncertainty.
23,374 farmers participated in BEAM resulting in
payments of almost €78 million.

BREXIT was and will remain the
biggest challenge to the Irish Agri
Sector
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The Chinese
market for Irish
beef was further
opened in 2019

The Irish Beef Sector Agreement was reached between
stakeholders on 15 September 2019. As part of this
agreement, the Beef Taskforce was established to
monitor the implementation of the commitments
entered into and as a platform for strategic
engagement with key stakeholders.

There was significant achievement with further access
to the Chinese market for Irish beef in 2019. A
successful beef audit was conducted in September
2019 with the inspection of 14 applicant beef plants
who were subsequently approved to export to China in
October 2019.

2019 also saw improved access to Japan, when the 30 -
month age restriction for beef was removed and a
revised certificate introduced which allows for the
export of boneless beef derived from cattle of all ages.

In 2019, Ireland exported dairy products to
approximately 140 countries with a value exceeding €5
billion. This equated to a +12% volume growth and a
+10% value growth compared to 2018.

Sales of Butter exceeded the €1 billion mark for the
second year in a row in 2019 and sales of cheese, whey
and skim milk powder also saw significant growth in
both volume and value in 2019. EU-28 account for 55%
of the value of Irish dairy exports in 2019 with 45% to
international markets.

2019 saw continued strong investment by the sector
with over €5.8 million paid under the scheme of
investment for the development of the commercial
horticulture sector and a further €4 million paid out
through the EU Producer Organisation Scheme.

The Department hosted a very successful Sustainability
Dialogue stakeholder event in summer 2018. Delegates
from across the sector attended and there was a real
sense of collaboration on the day. The Department
continues to work at building this consensus and
partnership around the need for agriculture sector to
make a positive contribution to climate action.

The All-of-Government Climate Action Plan was
published in June 2019. The plan contained an
emissions reduction target of 10% - 15% for the
primary agri-food sector, which translated to a
reduction in emissions from 20.2 Mt CO2 eq in 2017 to
between 17.5 and 19 Mt CO2 eq by 2030. There was also
arequirement that the sector enhances CO2 removals
from the landscape by at least 26.8 Mt CO2 eq. In
response to the Department’s initial Sustainability
dialogue in June 2018 and the All-of-Government plan,
the Department launched a consultation process with a
view to developing a ten-year roadmap entitled ‘Ag
Climatise’ in November 2019. The objective of ‘Ag
Climatise’ was to take the national targets and
translate them into a draft sectoral roadmap for our
sector. The consultation period continued into 2020.

The Department published its first statutory
Agriculture, Forest and Seafood Climate Change
Sectoral Adaptation Plan during 2019. The Plan sets out
the projected changes in climate focusing on those
identified as most likely to impact the agriculture,
forest and seafood sector and highlights real examples
of where building resilience and adapting to expected
climate change could be considered.

Furthermore, in response to agricultures contribution
to ammonia emissions and the need to reduce the
impacts of ammonia emissions on biodiversity and
human health; the Department published a ‘Code of
Good Practice to reduce ammonia emissions from
agriculture’ as required by the National Emissions
Ceilings Directive. This code compliments that Nitrates
Action Plan and highlights practical means to reduce
ammonia emissions at farm level such as low
emissions manure spreading technologies and types of
fertiliser with reduced ammonia loss.
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Innovation and
investment will
be the key driver
for continuing
growth

In 2019, as a result of a Call for Research Proposals
under the Department’s Competitive Research Funding
Programmes, a total of 17 Irish Research Performing
Organisations, including Teagasc, Universities and
Institutes of Technology benefited from awards of over
€20.1 million for 38 projects covering a range of topic
areas. In addition to generating evidence for policy and
technologies to improve agri-food practices, this
investment provides direct employment for 75 contract
researchers and education opportunities for 90 post
graduate students in the form of PhDs (55) and Masters
Degrees (35). A particularly positive aspect of the
Research Awards is the all-island dimension. This is
facilitated through the involvement of the Department
of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs in
Northern Ireland (DAERA NI) who are providing funding
to researchers in three N.I. institutions who are
participating in eight of the successful projects.

Following the mid term review of the Forestry
Programme in 2018 and subsequent introduction of
new measures, a continued strong interest in broadleaf
tree species planting could be observed in 2019 with
25% of broadleaf afforestation as a percentage of total
planting. 310 hectares of native woodlands were
planted in 2019, representing an increase of 17%
compared to 2017 figures.

87% of the

376 actions of the
Foodwise 2025 Strategy
have been achieced in
2019

In January 2019 the Department issued a call for
proposals to promote the multifunctional benefits of
forestry. Fifteen proposals were accepted for funding to
promote the environmental, economic and social
benefits of forestry with a budget of over €830,000 in
2019 and 2020. The successful proposals include a
woodland festival, open days for native woodland
establishment, promotion of hardwood in the bio-
economy and numerous school based initiatives to
teach children about the importance of biodiversity,
forests and climate change.

The fourth annual progress report of Food Wise 2025,
entitled “Steps to Success 2019”
(https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/foodwise2025/foodwis
€2025-stepstosuccess2019/), was launched in July
2019. The report highlights the progress achieved in
year four in the implementation of the detailed Food
Wise 2025 strategy. Of the 376 actions which were due
to commence by 2019 or are ongoing actions, 87%
have been achieved or substantial action has been
undertaken; and a further 13% have commenced and
are progressing well.

The process for developing the next ten-year
stakeholder-led strategy for the agri-food sector, which
will succeed Food Wise 2025, began with the launch of
a public consultation in July, an Open Policy Debate for
four hundred stakeholders at the Aviva Stadium in
October and the establishment of a committee
representative of the sector in November. It is
anticipated that the new strategy will be published in
2020.

A range of projects under the Rural Innovation and
Development Fund (RIDF) linked to the
recommendations of CEDRA (Commission for the
Economic Development of Rural Areas) received almost
€1.5 million in funding from the Department during
20109.

The Minister for Agriculture Michael Creed launched
the Pearl Mussel Programme in Ardgroom on 29 March
2019. The aim of this voluntary programmeis to
develop a results-based agri-environmental
programme to ensure the long-term co-existence of
freshwater pearl mussel populations and farming in the
top eight freshwater pearl mussel catchments in
Ireland.
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The European Innovation Partnerships initiative funds
co-operation between different stakeholders including
farmers, researchers, advisors and businesses who
form an Operational Group, to identify innovative
solutions to particular challenges. Two separate open
calls for proposals have issued under the EIP, with an
overall funding package of €24 million. 21 separate
Operational Groups have been approved to implement
EIP projects.

The value of Irish seafood exports in 2019 was
estimated to be in the region of €577 million,
maintaining the value of 2018. Challenges were found
in certain sectors while there was positive growth in
others. The value of salmon exports increased by 25%,
driven by a 20% increase in volume with positive price
growth. Global demand for seafood continued to
increase in 2019 and Irish exporters reported strong
demand for their products in the main export markets.

SeaFest 2019 attracted over 90,000 visitors to Cork City
Docklands during the three-day event from 7-9 June
2019. The festival showcased as Ireland’s National
Maritime Festival, aims to strengthen our maritime
identity, increasing participation and engagement with
Ireland’s abundant marine resources, by raising
awareness of the value and opportunities provided by
the sea. SeaFest is a key part of Harnessing Our Ocean
Wealth (Ireland’s Integrated Marine Plan) and its goal of
increasing participation and engagement with the sea.

The EU Council of Fisheries Ministers in December 2019
agreed TACs and quotas for 2020. The Minister secured
195,000 tonnes of quotas worth €275 million for Irish
fishermen for 2020.

In 2019, Irish Whiskey exports continued to grow and
reached €810 million for the first time and brought
cumulative growth of the category to over 194% since
2012. Irish Cream exports were valued at €363 million.
The most important export market was the United
States.

The Department, in collaboration with farmers,
stakeholder organizations and agencies is actively
involved in a number of One Health One Welfare
initiatives, which deliver substantial public good,
including: Biosecurity, Campylbacter Stakeholder
Group and the Animal Health Surveillence Strategy.

To increase awareness of the importance of animal
health, the Department held its inaugural Animal
Health Awareness day on 28 November 2019. In
addition to a range of events held on the day, over
4,750 leaflets and some 280 posters were distributed
for display in Department offices, Department
approved slaughter plants, marts, third level education
institutions and Teagasc offices.

The publication of Ireland’s first One Health Report on
Antimicrobial Use and Antimicrobial Resistance in
January 2019 provided an overview for the first time
into the antimicrobial use (AMU) and antimicrobial
resistance (AMR) surveillance data in both humans and
food-producing animals in Ireland.

The Department, in
collaboration with farmers,
stakeholder organizations and
agencies is actively involved in
a number of

One Health One Welfare
initiatives
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In 2019, the Department
provided funding of €2.9 million
to 106 animal welfare bodies
throughout the country who are

Approximately 98.4% of the national herd was tested
for bovine TB in 2019. There was a decrease in the
number of reactors detected, 17,058 in 2019 compared
to 17,491 in 2018. However, Herd incidence of TB
increased from 3.51% to 3.72% in the same period.

In 2019, the Department provided funding of €2.9
million to 106 animal welfare bodies throughout the
country who are directly involved in the delivery of
animal care and welfare services. The funding
provided is intended only as a contribution to the
overall costs of the organisations. All applicants for
funding must sign up to a strict set of animal welfare
guidelines, be in existence for two years or more, be
registered with the Charities Regulator and provide
detailed supporting accounts.

In addition to paying Ireland’s 2019 subscription of
€1.43 million to the Food and Agriculture Organisations
(FAO), further extra budgetary funding of €1.18 million
was provided to the FAO in areas where FAO has a
particular competence and which the Department
considers to be of strategic importance.

directly involved in the delivery
of animal care and welfare
services.

The Department hosted an Innovation week from 9-13
December in conjunction with the inaugural Public
Service Wide Innovation Week to encourage positive
change in how the Department’s services are provided.

During 2019, the Department facilitated three trainee
placements on the Oireachtas Work Learning
Programme (OWL), an applied learning, development
and socialisation programme for young adults with an
intellectual disability. The Programme aims to support
individuals in developing the skills and confidence
which will lead them to access paid employment in the
open labour market.

During 2019, and as part of the Equality & Diversity
strategy, work was undertaken on procurement of an
eLearning course on Equality & Diversity in the
Workplace. The eLearning resource, developed
specifically for the Irish Public Sector with relevant Irish
case studies, addresses various aspects of equality &
diversity in the workplace including diversity,
unconscious bias, harassment and discrimination.
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The Annual Review and Outlook for Agriculture, Food
and the Marine is produced annually to provide up-to-
date information and statistical analysis from a variety
of sources and is a detailed overview of Ireland’s agri-
food sector and an outlook for the future. The Annual
Review and Outlook for 2019 can be found on the
Department’s website at:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agri-foodindustry/agri-
foodandtheeconomy/economicpublications/aro2019/.

A strong evidence base is essential for policy formation
and implementation and the information and statistics
included in the Annual Review and Outlook is intended
to assist in policy analysis and debate in the sector. The
Department also produces regular factsheets on topics
such as Irish Agriculture, Trade and Brexit and these
can also be found on the website:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agri-foodindustry/agri-
foodandtheeconomy/economicpublications/.




Strategic Goal
Food Safety, Animal and Plant
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One Health

The ‘One Health One Welfare’ concept promotes a
“whole of society” approach which recognises that the
health and well-being of people is connected to the
health and welfare of animals, biodiversity and the
environment. The goal of the ‘One Health One Welfare’
concept is to encourage multidisciplinary collaborative
efforts across different sectors such as health,
agriculture and the environment to achieve the best
health outcomes for people and animals.

More than 60% of human infectious diseases
worldwide are caused by pathogens of zoonotic nature,
transmitted to man by domestic or wild animals, either
through direct contact, the environment (including
through living vectors) or food. Zoonoses, together
with the development of antimicrobial resistance,
represent a growing global threat to human and animal
health, including food safety and indeed food security.
Therefore, preventing diseases at their animal source is
crucial to protecting human health and well-being.
Furthermore, the potential contribution of animal
health to climate change mitigation measures is
increasingly being recognised and quantified.

The Department, in collaboration with farmers,
stakeholder organisations and agencies is actively
involved in a number of One Health One Welfare
initiatives, which deliver substantial ‘public goods’.
Some examples of these are outlined below:

Biosecurity

Veterinary led on-farm biosecurity reviews are
currently available free of charge at the point of use to
commercial pig and poultry farmers, through a
measure in the Rural Development Programme. These
reviews provide each participating farmer with a
report, quantifying the strength of their biosecurity
practices and recommending key areas where
improvement is required. Annual repetition of the
biosecurity reviews will, over time, demonstrate
progress made as a result of management changes.

11

Ante-Mortem Post-Mortem (AMPM) Systems

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627
requires that relevant meat inspection findings of
significance to public and animal health must be fed
back to producers and private veterinary practitioners.
Making this vital data available via a secure online
platform to farm level decision makers will help drive
herd health management improvements, with
consequential benefits for animal and public health
outcomes. The electronic capture of findings from
ante- and post-mortem examinations is a pre-requisite
to enable such feedback, and to this end the
Department is planning to progressively introduce
AMPM systems across a range of species. The first such
system to be developed by the Department is that for
pigs, with roll-out to other species expected to take
place over the course of the next 3-4 years. The Beef
HealthCheck programme, developed by Animal Health
Ireland, in conjunction with the Department and Meat
Industry Ireland, has already been providing feedback
to beef and dairy farmers in relation to liver fluke and
respiratory disease for a number of years, and has
shown the value of such systems to farmers, the meat
industry, veterinary practitioners and policy makers.

Campylobacter Stakeholder Group

Campylobacter is the most common cause of bacterial
enteritis in Ireland and throughout the EU. The Irish
broiler sector, supported by the Department, FSAl and
others, participate in the Campylobacter Stakeholder
Group, whose report (April 2017) sets out multiple
recommendations aimed at enhancing risk reduction
right across the food chain to the point of
consumption. As part of the implementation of this
report, the Department and the relevant stakeholders
have entered into an agreement under which caecal
samples are now being taken from the majority of
flocks sent to slaughter, using an agreed protocol. The
results of the analysis of these samples provide an
excellent indicator of the prevalence of Campylobacter
at farm level. Work is ongoing to further develop the
database to enable farmers receive direct feedback of
Campylobacter results, with benchmarking capabilities
to facilitate the monitoring of progress.



One Health

The Animal Health Surveillance Strategy

The Animal Health Surveillance Strategy is an
important component of the overall National Farmed
Animal Health Strategy. Animal Health Surveillance
allows the gathering of intelligence to detect either
novel animal health related events or increases in
animal health related events as early as possible to
better inform risk management at all levels within the
industry. Communicating the information assembled
from these surveillance activities is a critical
component of a well-functioning surveillance system.
A key element of communication within the
surveillance strategy has been the establishment of a
dedicated animal health surveillance website to
provide timely and accurate information to relevant
stakeholders
(www.animalhealthsurveillance.agriculture.gov.ie).

It also provides animal health information to potential
and existing trading partners. The website is regularly
updated with topical animal health issues for the
benefit of farmers, veterinary practitioners and other
users. An action undertaken as part of the surveillance
strategy during 2019 saw the introduction of a new
abattoir surveillance programme for Cattle, designed
to work with the Department’s IT systems, to verify
freedom from Brucellosis, Enzootic Bovine Leukosis
(EBL) and Bluetongue using one set of samples by the
most cost effective means possible. The new
programme was very effective allowing the
Department to achieve the same outcome with the
17,197 blood samples collected during 2019 compared
with the 129,469 blood samples that were collected
during 2018.

Animal Health Awareness Day

To increase awareness of the importance of animal
health, the Department held its inaugural Animal
Health Awareness day on 28 November 2019. A range of
events were organised for the awareness day, with a
total audience of approximately 900 people in
attendance across the various events. The showcase
event for the day was a seminar entitled Animal
Health- from farm to food shelf, which was held in
Corrin Mart and attended by in excess of 100 people.
Other events included talks for agricultural students,
veterinary practitioners and nursing students, hosted
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by the Department’s network of Regional Veterinary
Laboratories. Over 4,750 leaflets and some 280 posters
were distributed for display in Department offices,
Department approved slaughter plants, marts, third
level education institutions and Teagasc offices.

National Animal Welfare Strategy

The Department is advancing the finalisation and
publication of a National Animal Welfare Strategy,
which in line with the principles of One Welfare
recognises the interconnectedness between animal
welfare and human wellbeing and foresees greater
engagement across stakeholders and society towards a
shared objective of enhanced animal welfare in Ireland.

Rearing Pigs with Intact Tails

Rearing Pigs with Intact Tails is a national programme,
intending to achieve commercial rearing of pigs
without tail docking. Tail biting in pigs results from
inadequate provision of living environments which
facilitate normal pig behaviours. Pig farmers are
moving through the first steps by undertaking risk
assessments and creating action plans for tail biting.
This process, funded by the Department through the
Rural Development Programme, is delivered using
private veterinary expertise. Regulatory visits with a
specific focus on rearing pigs with intact tails are being
progressed in parallel.

Antimicrobial Resistance

In 2019 all stakeholders within the iNAP Animal Health
Implementation Committee have demonstrated a clear
commitment to supporting Irelands National Action
Plan to tackle AMR and have continued to progress the
Animal Health actions outlined in iNAP. Meanwhile the
Department continues to work with all stakeholders
under the auspices of the Inter-Departmental
Consultative Committee, which meets twice yearly to
advance the actions contained in iNAP at a One Health
level. The publication of Ireland’s first One Health
Report on Antimicrobial Use and Antimicrobial
Resistance in January 2019 provided an overview for
the first time into the antimicrobial use (AMU) and
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) surveillance data in
both humans and food-producing animals in Ireland.



One Health

The European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (ECDC) and the European Commission's
Directorate General for Health and Food Safety jointly
carried out a One Health AMR country visit to Ireland
from the 7-110ctober 2019. The visit was organised in
conjunction with our colleagues in the Department of
Health and the purpose of the visit was to assist Ireland
in further developing and implementing its national
strategies and policies against AMR based on a One
Health approach. The final report from European
Commission/ECDC of their findings and
recommendations is a very useful assessment of our
actions taken to date to tackle AMR. The findings will
inform the development of Ireland’s second National
Action Plan on AMR which is due to commence in 2020.

The Department and Teagasc jointly organised the
antimicrobial and anthelmintic resistance Conference
“Awareness to Action” took place on the 27 of November
2019. The key objectives of this event were to heighten
awareness of resistance to antimicrobials (AMR) and
anthelmintics and to facilitate the knowledge transfer
and exchange of best practice amongst farmers and
veterinary professionals in relation to use, prescribing
and management of veterinary medicines in animal
health. This event was co-hosted by the Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Teagasc, Animal
Health Ireland and was supported by University College
Dublin. This event embodied two keys objectives of
iNAP in relation to improving knowledge and
awareness of AMR, and also optimising the use of
antibiotics in animal health by facilitating the sharing
of learning and exchange of best practice amongst
farmers and veterinary professionals in relation to use
of antibiotics and anthelmintics in animal health.

Two new guidance documents developed
collaboratively by the farming and veterinary
stakeholders involved in the iINAP Animal Health Sector
Implementation Committee were launched at this
event, including A Code of Good Practice Regarding the
Responsible Use of Antibiotics on Pig Farms as well as A
Code of Good Practice Regarding the Responsible Use of
Antibiotics on Dairy Farms.

A National Antimicrobial Usage Database for pigs was
introduced by the Department on 1 November 2019.

13

This database is designed to collect farm level data on
the amount of antimicrobials used on commercial Irish
pig farms on a quarterly basis. Measuring antimicrobial
use is a pivotal part of the national effort to reduce
overall use, and promote responsible use where
necessary. It is envisaged that while usage data is
gathered at farm level for pigs, data will be collected
from prescribing vets in all other species.

In 2019 the Department also collaborated with the Irish
Farmers Journal (IFJ) on a “One Health” campaign
aimed at farmers/farm advisors and other readers of
the IFJ. This initiative involved fortnightly articles both
online and published in the journal, in tandem with a
short video discussing each theme. The initiative
started in September 2019 and continued for 26 weeks.
This initiative met several strategic objectives under
Ireland’s National Action Plan on AMR 2017-2020 (iNAP)
in terms of Strategic Objective 1, improving knowledge
and awareness of AMR, Strategic Objective 3 reducing
the spread of infection and disease by promoting
improved animal health and biosecurity and Strategic
Objective 4, optimising the use of antibiotics in animal
health.

By the end of 2019, there were 54 actions contained
within the action plan of the iNAP Animal Health sector
implementation committee, 13 of these actions have
been completed and the remainder are ongoing. There
has been very positive engagement across the sectors
and work continues at a steady pace to address the
various strategies and objectives in line with the World
Health Organisation’s Action Plan to address what is
first and foremost a public health threat. The current
action plan expires at the end of 2020 and work has
commenced on the development of its successor.

Notwithstanding the importance of the above point, in
the context of food safety, food business operators
(FBOs) have primary responsibility to ensure that any
food they place on the market is wholesome and safe.
FBOs - including farmers - therefore have an
undeniable responsibility to take actions necessary to
minimise known risks to public health.



Food Safety

Food Safety and Hygiene Controls

Food safety and hygiene standards continued through
the implementation by the Department of its service
contract with the Food Safety Authority of Ireland
(FSAI).

A new three year Service Contract effective from 2017
covers controls on:

Meat hygiene

Milk and milk products
Egg and egg products
Pesticides

Horticulture

Border Inspection Posts
Residues

Zoonoses Directive
Food labelling

In 2019, the Department co-ordinated the investigation
of 82 food complaints of which 56 were for meat/meat
products, 26 were for milk/dairy products, of which 18
were rapid alerts on behalf of the FSAl and the
European Commission. These ranged from
conformance with labelling legislation, foreign objects
allegedly found in products and quality issues. These
investigations were in addition to the normal
monitoring of food to ensure that the maximum
acceptable level of residues is not exceeded.

The Department also participated in five Directorate
General for Health and Food Safety Audit/Fact Finding
Missions in respect of Feed Importers, Genetically
Modified Organisms, Controls on Organic Farming and
Labelling, Food Hygiene to prevent Microbiological
Contamination and National Audit Systems.

Milk and Meat

Based on the fundamental principle that each food and
feed business operator is responsible for the safety of
the food/feed they produce, all dairy and meat
establishments must be compliant with the
requirements of the European Food Hygiene
Regulations (known as the “Hygiene Package”). Food
Business Operators (FBOs) must also adhere to the
internationally accepted HACCP (hazard analysis and
critical control point) principles, which give FBOs the
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flexibility to adapt control systems to the specific
requirements of their operation. Throughout 2019, the
Department continued to monitor and verify that all
such approved establishments remained compliant
with these principles. The Department maintains a list
of approved and registered food establishments on its
website.
(http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/foodsafetyconsumeriss
ues/DAFMapprovedestablishments/)

The Department also carries out its own risk-based
controls at establishments under its supervision.
During 2019, the Department controls system in meat
plants moved from a focus on individual inspections to
an audit model. A new focus on broader risk assessed
audits of activities impacted on the overall number of
controls. 2,054 controls were carried out on meat
establishments in 2019 to verify that the relevant
legislative requirements are being fulfilled at all stages
of production, processing and distribution.
Supplementary technical controls included 5,031 visits
to Meat FBOs.

The corresponding number of controls carried out in
dairy establishments (including market support) was
1,600. Supplementary technical controls included
11,908 samples taken in 2019. The Department also
issued 56,780 certificates in support of meat trade and
29,253 certificates in support of dairy trade to internal
and international markets.

A total of 1,391 milk and meat notices were served on
Milk and Meat FBOs, notifying them of infringements
under the Hygiene Regulations and follow-up action

was taken as necessary.

Animal By-Products

Ireland’s rendering industry processes approximately
500,000 tonnes of raw animal by-products (ABP) from
the meat industry and fallen animals that die on farms
annually. ABP also includes food waste; catering waste
from restaurants and hotels and manure from farmed
animals. In 2019, updated codes of good practice for
poultry farmers generating poultry litter, poultry litter
hauliers and end users of poultry litter were updated
and issued to all parties and are available on the
Department’s website.
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Approximately 1,900 ABP operators ranging from the
biogas (generating renewable energy), composing
(generating mushroom growing substrate and organic
fertilizers) and the rendering sector to educational
institutions and research facilities are involved in the
collection, transport, handling, treatment,
transformation, processing, storage, placing on the
market , distribution use or disposal of animal by-
products and are regulated under EU and national ABP
legislation by the Department.

Animal Feed Controls

The Department is the central Competent Authority
responsible for the enforcement of EU legislation with
regard to animal feedstuffs. A prerequisite for safe food
is safe animal feed and consequently the animal feed
sector is heavily regulated and controlled within the
EU. The focus of the legislation is to ensure that
feedstuffs do not pose a risk to animal or public health,
meet the prescribed minimum standards and are
accurately labelled and fully traceable.

The Department carries out a risk-based official control
programme that is implemented through inspections,
audits and sampling of feedstuffs at all stages of the
feed chain, including importation, storage,
manufacture, trade and farm level.

Feed samples are subject to a broad range of analyses
to verify the safety of feed and also to verify the
accuracy of labelling information.

In 2019, a total of 1,219 inspections/audits were
performed. The majority of non-compliances identified
during official controls related to deficiencies in the
Feed Business Operators’ HACCP plans, comprising
43% of the total number issued. Other non
compliances identified related to general hygiene
(24%), labelling (11%) and traceability (11%). Feed
Business Operators were informed of the non
compliances identified, and these have all been
followed up and addressed.

1,539 samples of animal feed were taken in 2019 and
sent to a range of laboratories for over 10,000 analyses,
including undesirable substances, processed animal
protein, chemical and microbiological contaminants.
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Over 80% of all tests carried out relate to Feed Safety.
All feeds tested were safe and fit for purpose with 3% of
analysis being outside of the tolerance for qualitative
properties.

Animal Feed Exports

The robustness of Irish feed controls are reflected in
the ever expanding access to export markets for Irish
Agri-Food products, with the export of Irish
manufactured animal feed products to 58 countries,
including some of the most demanding markets such
as Japan and China. In addition, there was a 10%
increase in the numbers of feed export certificates
issued in 2019 compared to 2018.

Year  Number of Export Number
Certificates of countries

2018 1,394 61

2019 1,546 58

Residues Surveillance in Food

The 2019 results of the Department’s National Residue
Plan showed a continuing trend of high rate of
compliance with 99.79% of samples testing negative
for any residues.

Approximately 17,500 samples were tested in 2019,
taken across all eight food producing species as well as
milk, eggs and honey. 99.79% tested negative for any
residues and this is a continuation of the trend over a
number of years of a general absence of residues in
Irish food products. This high level of compliance has
been consistent over the last number of years.

Just 37 samples were non-compliant and of these the
majority related to residues of authorised medicines.
Risk evaluations by the Food Safety Authority of Ireland
were carried out in response to each positive result. In
36 cases it was found that there was no unacceptable
food safety risk to consumers and a recall of products
from the market was not required. In the remaining
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case where one equine sample tested positive for
dioxins, a Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed
(RASFF) notification issued to all Member States. All
positive results were investigated on the farm of origin
with a view to taking the necessary enforcement
measures up to and including legal action.

Approval, Inspection and Control of Plant
Protection and Biocidal Products

Pesticide products containing approved active
substances are authorised at national level in
accordance with zonal evaluation, mutual recognition
and decision-making criteria agreed at EU level.
Detailed assessment and peer review work progressed
for 25 active substances during 2019, with 19
substances completing the regulatory process.
Detailed assessment and peer review work for 37
products was progressed in 2019, with 20 products
completing the regulatory process. Afurther 190 plant
protection products were authorised through the
mutual recognition process or updated during the year.
Regarding biocides regulatory work, a total of 414
biocidal products were authorised through the mutual
recognition process or updated during the year.

Only plant protection and biocidal products which are
included in the Official Register may be placed on the
market. A total of 939 plant protection products were
on the Register at the end of 2019. Details are available
on the Department’s website, which may be
interrogated by product name, by active substance or
by function and crop. At the end of 2019, there were
approximately 2,600 notified biocidal products
included on the Biocidal Product Register in Ireland
and 836 authorised biocidal products.

The Department carries out follow up actions in
relation to breaches of Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs)
and unauthorised uses identified by the Food
Chemistry Division. In 2019, the National Pesticide
Residues Control Programme sampled and analysed
1,466 food items. MRLs for pesticide residues in food
were exceeded in 10 of the samples analysed (0.7%)
but no consumer health risk was identified. Nine
breaches related to produce of non-Irish origin that had
been sampled as part of the surveillance programme.
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In each instance, warning letters were issued advising
these wholesalers and officials that the produce would
be subjected to statutory action if a repeat
infringement was detected. One breach related to
produce of Irish origin. The producer in question was
investigated for the possible cause of the non-
compliance. There were no breaches relating to import
controls. In addition, occurrences of unauthorised
uses of pesticides were investigated and follow-up
action initiated, including targeting of produce for
future sampling.

An updated version of Ireland’s National Action Plan
(NAP) for the Sustainable Use of Pesticides was
published during 2019. The new NAP specifies that all
types of pesticide application equipment, other than
handheld equipment, must be tested and certified and
provides greater detail on the implementation of
Integrated Pest Management principles.

Food Safety and Hygiene Controls

Horticulture Produce

Horticulture and Plant Health Division in the
Department is responsible for ensuring that all primary
producers of horticultural produce are registered in line
with food safety legislation. As part of the
Department’s service contract with the FSAI, the
Division implements a risk-based system of official
controls of primary producers of food of non-animal
origin to ensure compliance with EU food safety and
food hygiene legislation. This includes performing
inspections, audits, sampling, labelling and traceability
checks and other official controls as necessary. A total
of 146 notices were served on horticultural food
producers in 2019, notifying them of infringements
under the Hygiene Regulations and follow-up action
was taken as necessary. The Division plays a key role in
dealing with food safety incidents involving Irish
horticultural produce. All the required information
regarding registering as a horticultural food supplier
can be found on the Department website.
(https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/horticu
lture/registerasafoodproducerfruitveg/)
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Horticulture and Plant Health Division is also
responsible for carrying out inspections at wholesale
and retail level to ensure that potatoes, fresh fruit and
vegetables comply with national and/or EU marketing
standards. Over 2,000 inspections were carried out in
2019 and the major issues identified relate to labelling
of country of origin and substitution of potato varieties
with cheaper varieties. All of the information relating to
EU marketing standards for fresh fruit and vegetables
can be found on the Department website at
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/horticul
ture/freshfruitvegetablesmarketingstandardseu/

Fallen Animal Testing/Disposal

In 2019, the Department provided financial support for
the collection of approximately 57,000 fallen animals,
in particular bovines over 48 months of age, for
sampling as required under the ongoing national BSE
surveillance programme.

The Department has approved 38 knackeries under the
ABP regulations for the collection and disposal of fallen
animals.

Import Controls on Animal Products
In 2019 there were 3,185 consignments of animal and
fishery product imports presented to Border Inspection

Points (BIPs) in Ireland.

Licenses or authorisations for these products issued in
accordance with national rules are as follows:

2019 2018 2017 2016 2015
Trade and Research 104 93 233 762 782
samples*
Non-harmonised 9 9 12 8 14
products
Re-imported 30 53 42 58 17
consignments
Pathogenic agents 25 26 21 33 37
Autogenous 15 5 7 4 3
Vaccines

*Please note in 2017 a new system for authorising Trade and Research

sample licences was brought into effect, removing the requirement to apply
for licences on a per consignment basis and changing to an annual licence.
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Animal Identification and Movement
System

The Animal Identification and Movement (AIM) system
manages the identification of all cattle, sheep, pigs,
goats and horses. The system manages the movement
of cattle at individual level and the movements of
sheep, goats and pigs at herd level for traceability
purposes.

The database facilitates compliance with EU and
national requirements and is used for disease control
purposes and to supports exports. The system operates
on a 24/7 basis in marts, meat factories and export
locations and an online facility enables farmers and
authorised agents to submit calf birth registrations and
cattle movements electronically. New rules on sheep
identification were introduced on 1 June 2019 which
require all sheep to be identified electronically
whereby lambs aged under 12 months, moving directly
to slaughter from the holding of birth must, at a
minimum, be identified with a single yellow electronic
tag and all other sheep must be identified with a full
EID tag set / electronic bolus set. The extension of
electronic identification to all sheep simplified the
sheep tagging system, should protect Ireland’s
reputation as a source of safe and secure food and put
Ireland’s sheep traceability system on a par with other
major competitor exporting countries in maintaining
and securing new international markets for Irish sheep
meat.

Food Safety and Food Authenticity Strategy

In order to further progress the Department’s critically
important role in the safeguarding of food safety and
authenticity, the FSFA Working Group was established
by the Departments Management Board in October
2016 - the objectives and proposed actions of which is
to ensure that the Department has an effective and
efficient harmonised and co-ordinated framework for
the organisation of all activities including official
controls on food safety and authenticity that supports
the Department objective of excellence of policy,
strategy and operations. The Food Safety and Food
Authenticity Strategy (FSFA) was launched by Minister
Creed in July 2018. The FSFA comprises seven Projects
which will set out the roadmap of how the
Department’s work in this key area can be improved.
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These projects are:

Contingency Planning (CP)

This project will deliver a report of the current CP
structure in the Department with respect to FSFA,
provide a guidance document outlining common
themes for contingency plans, provide contingency
plan templates, run a report on crisis simulation
exercises within the Department and develop a central
repository for information.

Risk Analysis and Assessment

This project is interrogating current Department Risk
analysis and assessment systems, comparing our
practices to those of domestic and internal
organisations with a view to building a roadmap for a
world class risk system for the Department’s areas.

Strategic Communications

This project aims to improve the consistency and
quality of communications in relation to FSFA. To
achieve this stakeholder analysis will be performed
along with a review of current methods of
communication in the Department, comparison with
international best practice and development of a
communications strategy for FSFA.

Harmonisation of official controls

This project will improve customer engagement with
the Department through standardising the interaction
of Department officials with FBOs and their control
bodies, simplifying and harmonising the process for
registration/approval of FBOs by the Department and
standardising the format of the Departments FSFA
documents used in official controls.

Data Capture, Analysis and Reporting

This project will result in efficiencies of service delivery
for the benefit of the consumer and the agri-food
industry. The Data project is investigating how data is
managed within the Department’s FSFA Divisions and
identifying IMT systems that provide comprehensive
and harmonised work programmes, reports and
metrics across FSFA activities.
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Training for Food Authenticity Controls

This project will involve a systematic evaluation of the
controls required under the Regulation in relation to
food fraud and authenticity in order to identify the
skills and training needs of staff to implement the
requirements of the Regulation.

Compliance Through Cohesive Policies & Regulation
This project is examining the practices employed
within and outside the Department that foster
compliance by operators and will capture these best
practices in the form of a compliance toolkit that can
be used as a policy tool across the organisation. A
stakeholder led stewardship programme that raises
awareness of key compliance issues is being
developed. The project is examining the benefits of
centrally based coordination of policy analysis in the
area of FSFA.

The projects are being individually implemented by
staff teams with project sponsorship at head of Division
level. In total, 70 staff are directly involved in the
project planning and implementation. Some of the
activities undertaken by the projects include
stakeholder surveys, factfinding missions, and
simulation exercises. The Strategy’s implementation is
overseen by a high-level Steering Committee with an
internal and external membership.



Animal Health and Welfare

Notifiable Exotic Diseases

Vigilance against the introduction of exotic diseases
such as Foot and Mouth disease, Avian Influenza,
Bluetongue and African Swine Fever, remained a key
priority during 2019. Exotic diseases are presentin
many other countries and previous experiences have
demonstrated the absolute necessity of properly
regulating trade, ensuring high levels of biosecurity,
surveillance, contingency arrangements and robust
legislation are in place to deal speedily and effectively
with disease threats and outbreaks.

During 2019 there were a number of suspect exotic
disease investigations.

Number of suspect cases of exotic disease
that were investigated by Department staff
during 2019:

Disease )
Suspect cases Confirmed
investigated cases
Equine Viral Arteritis* 31 0
Piroplasmosis 1 1
Foot & mouth disease 1 0
Newcastle Disease 3 0
Pigeon Paramyxovirus** 5 5
Avian Influenza (poultry) 2 0
Avian Influenza (captive birds) 1 0
Total 44 6

*

Unusually high number of suspect cases due to enhanced surveillance as
a result of EVA vaccine shortage in 2017/2018
Not notifiable to EU or OIE.

*k

The Department implements an annual surveillance
programme for avian influenza in wild birds the
objective of which is to identify avian influenza virus
subtypes and the potential, subsequent risk to the
poultry industry.
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Wild Birds tested for Avian Influenza during
2019:

Year No. of wild No. Positive
birds tested
2019 78 0

Contingency Planning

Contingency plans are in place for high priority exotic
animal diseases. These plans are based on
requirements set out in existing EU legislation and
criteria identified during past disease outbreaks in
other European countries. They aim to ensure there is a
swift, co-ordinated and effective response to control an
exotic disease outbreak with the aim of eradicating the
disease, restoring official disease freedom where
applicable and facilitating resumption of normal
trading patterns. The continued focus of the
Department during 2019 was on reviewing existing
contingency plans and arrangements and ensuring
there is a high level of awareness amongst
stakeholders regarding exotic disease risk, with
particular focus on African Swine Fever.

BSE

The Department is responsible for the effective co-
ordination of BSE policy and surveillance, testing and
compensation arrangements, and the funding of same,
as provided in Regulation (EC) 999/2001 and S.I.
532/15. There were no positive BSE cases identified in
2019.

Scrapie

Scrapie is a compulsorily notifiable disease in Ireland.
There were six new flocks identified in 2019, with all six
atypical scrapie and no classical scrapie.

Under the Active Surveillance Programme, 21,978
scrapie tests were carried out in 2019, comprising:
10,995 sheep tested at slaughter plants; 10,717 fallen
sheep; 104 at Local Authority; 0 depopulated sheep;
and 150 fallen goats.
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Tests Performed

A National Genotype Programme (NGP) is in place to
encourage sheep breeders to raise genetic resistance to
scrapie in the National Flock. Thisis a voluntary
programme and since its introduction in 2004 to the
end of 2019, a total of 86,967 sheep have been
genotyped.

Animal Health Computer System (AHCS)

The Animal Health Computer System (AHCS) is the
primary computer system supporting the Department
in managing the disease testing programmes for
Tuberculosis (TB), Brucellosis (BR), Bovine Spongiform
Encephalopathy (BSE) and Bovine Viral Disease (BVD)
in cattle and Aujeskey’s disease in pigs. In total, this
system recorded the results of almost 11.5 million tests
in 2019 and has significantly contributed to
administrative efficiencies in the operation of the TB
programme and the attainment of Brucellosis-free
status. Approximately 1,200 Department staff and 1,000
Private Veterinary Practitioners use this system daily.

Animal Disease Tests recorded on
AHCS in 2019

Total Number

TB/BR Herd Tests 166,593
TB - Individual Animals 8,882,901
BVD - Calves Tested 2,396,001
Salmonella - Pig Herds - 7-Month Tests 1,945
Salmonella - Pigs - Laboratory Tests 6,092

During 2019, several technical improvements were
implemented, and the major system enhancements
introduced included -

B Incorporation of GIF (Gamma Interferon Testing) in
the TB testing programme,

Creation of Travelling Bull Permit,

Pig Salmonella Control Program (PSCP),
incorporation of prevalence calculation and
generation of letters,

Antimicrobial Use - Data Capture system for
Antimicrobial Use in Pigs.
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CLASS B DISEASES

Bovine Tuberculosis

Approximately 98.4% of the national herd was tested
for bovine TB in 2019. There was a decrease in the
number of reactors detected, 17,058 in 2019 compared
to 17,491 in 2018. However, Herd incidence of TB
increased from 3.51% to 3.72% in the same period.

Trends over the past three years are set out in the
graph below.

TB Statistics 2017-2019
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The underlying TB risk is increasing due to a number of
factors, including more dairy herds and larger
individual herd sizes. Overall reactor numbers include
not just skin-test positives, but also gamma-interferon
(GIF) blood test positives, which make up
approximately 16% of reactors. A GIF test is used in
high risk TB breakdowns and can identify infected
animals which may be missed by the standard skin-
test. Trends in reactor numbers and herd incidence
support the need for a renewed focus on the TB
eradication programme.
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As the map below confirms, TB levels overall are at a outbreaks where epidemiologically justified. A map of
low level but there has been a relatively high level of TB  the area under vaccination at the end of 2019 is shown
concentrated in the north-east of Ireland throughout below.

2019 i.e. Monaghan, Cavan, north-Meath. This map
shows new restrictions in the country in 2019.

Badger vaccination areas
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Roll Out of Vaccination in 2019

Staff training in advance of the roll-out concentrated
on:

Badger Vaccination Programme

B The results of the Kilkenny Vaccination Trial

B The Non-Inferiority Trials

B Preference for Vaccination over Removal in
ecological terms.

Vaccination as Policy

The vaccination of badgers against tuberculosis (TB) B Use of the newly developed Badger Vaccination
commenced in 2018 as an integral part of the bovine TB Software

eradication programme. This vaccination programme B Targets for Vaccination

would roll out incrementally to more parts of the

country over time but some level of badger culling in Vaccination Methodology

response to severe TB episodes would still be required ~ Criteria under which culling may be carried out in

in places. This roll out of vaccination was progressed response to severe cattle TB episodes in vaccination

significantly in the second half of 2019 when the area of ~ areas
the country subject to vaccination was increased

substantially. In these areas, badger culling continues

to be carried out in response to severe cattle TB
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2019 Wildlife Unit Activity

In 2019, 1,391 badgers were vaccinated in the
vaccination zone and 5,310 badgers were removed in
the removal capture blocks.

TB Strategy 2030

In line with the objectives of the National Farmed
Animal Health Strategy, Minister Creed established the
TB Stakeholder Forum in 2018. The TB Forum’s
Chairman, Mr Michael Cronin presented a report to the
Minister in July 2019 containing a selection of
proposals which could have a significant impact on the
reduction of bTB in the years ahead. It is intended that
a strategy will be launched mapping a 10-year plan for
bTB taking account of the recommendations of the
Forum report.

The Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service
completed a spending review on the bTB Programme
which issued on Budget Day 2019, and this will be used
to inform future policy consideration.

Expenditure 2017-2019
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€ . il . i
Compensation | On-Farm Valuer Fees Vet Supplies TB Research wildlife Other Costs
Market Fee-Testing
Valuation
M 2017 €3,545 €10,500 €540 €7,048 €4,759 €1,666 €3464 €1,048
W 2018 €3,832 €14,255 €548 €7,313 €4,022 €1,618 €3,635 €1,435
2019 €3,674 €14,047 €602 €8,541 €4,426 €1,136 €4,040 €1,078

A Spending Review paper was published in October
2019 (https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/5915ad-
spending-review/) to support the work of the TB forum
to examine recent trends and concluded that
additional measures may be warranted to achieve
eradication.
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Compensation Schemes

The On-Farm Market Valuation Scheme is the main
measure for compensating farmers for the removal of
reactors. Other schemes such as Depopulation Grants,
Income Supplement and Hardship Grants compensate
for income losses due to restriction. Approximately
€17.7 million was spent during 2019 on all
compensation elements of the TB Eradication and
Brucellosis Monitoring Schemes.

EU Co-funding

EU Co-funding is paid a year in arrears. In line with co-
funding programme criteria and reflecting consecutive
years of deteriorating disease metrics, the EU imposed
a 10% penalty on Ireland’s co-funding claim for 2018.
The EU paid €8.79 million towards the 2018 Irish bovine
TB eradication programme in 2019. The corresponding
figure for the 2017 programme was €9.85 million. As
disease metrics did not improve in 2019, Ireland is
expecting a further 20% funding penalty in line with co-
funding programme criteria. Separately, the EU has
reduced the funding available for 2020 from €7.25
million to €5.42 million with a further possible penalty
of 40% if disease metrics do not improve in 2020. In line
with this the co-funding level continues to be cut from
50% down to 35% for 2020 which means that Ireland
may not be able to claim the full amount allocated.
Consistent downward pressure is being exerted on TB
programme funding available from the EU reflecting
competing demands for resources across the CAP and
the emergence of other diseases that require co-
funding support.

Bovine Diseases Levies
Receipts from Bovine Diseases Levies decreased

slightly in 2019 at €7.3 million compared to €7.5 million
in2018.
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Prosecutions

During 2019, six prosecution cases were concluded at
District Court level, two of which were appealed, while
two litigation cases were resolved. In addition, one
case was resolved before the High Court while two
other High Court cases remained unresolved going into
2020. Three new prosecution cases were commenced
during 2019 involving allegations of failure to test,
failure to comply with a notice, failure to eartag, illegal
movement without passports and document forgery.

Maintenance of Freedom from Bovine
Brucellosis

Ireland has had the status of officially free of bovine
brucellosis since 2009. The Department continues to
carry out a comprehensive, risk-based surveillance
programme to substantiate our ongoing free status. In
2019, a sophisticated statistically-based sampling
system was developed by Department veterinary
experts and put in place to enable the same level of
confidence in our brucellosis-free status to be achieved
while significantly reducing the number of samples and
resources needed to attain such confidence. This was
successfully implemented in late 2019, laying the
foundation for a more cost-effective and risk-based
surveillance system to support disease freedom in the
coming years.

Animal Health Ireland (AHI)

AHI concentrates on a number of key programmes
relating to Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD), Infectious
Bovine Rhinotrachetitis (IBR), Johnes, Beef Health
Check and Mastitis. These programmes are endorsed
by the Department and are referenced in Food Harvest
2020.

In 2019, the Department provided funding of €784,650
to AHI which was matched by industry stakeholders.

AHI commenced a compulsory BVD eradication
programme in 2013. The programme has a legislative
basis. Animals found to be persistently infected (PI)
with the virus cannot be sold through the mart system
and must be disposed of to a knackery, abattoir or
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meat plant. The rate of compliance with the
requirement to test for BVD is just fractionally less than
100% of calves born being tested for the disease. The
incidence of P.I. animals has reduced from 0.66% in
2013 t0 0.04% in 2019. The savings accruing to farmers
as a result of eradication are estimated at €102 million
per annum.

Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council

The Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council (FAWAC) is
an independent advisory body to the Minister with a
wide representative base including veterinary
representative bodies, animal welfare organisations,
farming bodies and Government Departments - North
and South. Since it was established in 2002, FAWAC has
become recognised for its’ crucial role in promoting
animal welfare. It provides considerable useful advice
to the Minister and has published a series of welfare
guideline booklets on a range of areas, such as dairy,
beef, pig, sheep and poultry farming and animal
welfare guidelines for horses at gatherings and sales.
They published a guideline booklet for Dairy Herd
Welfare in 2019. Further information is available on the
website www.fawac.ie

The Early Warning/Intervention System
(EWS)

The objective of the system, which operates under
FAWAC, is to provide a framework within which animal
welfare problems can be identified and dealt with
before they become critical. In many instances animal
welfare cases arise as a result of issues relating to the
health and personal circumstances of the herd-owner
and, in those circumstances, EWS representatives
advise farmers to consider seeking assistance from
their GP or other health professionals.
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Scientific Advisory Committee on Animal
Health and Welfare

The principal function of the Committee is to provide
the Minister with advice from a scientific perspective,
on issues where independent expert opinion is
warranted. The Committee uses best available
scientific knowledge to advise on protecting and
enhancing Ireland’s animal health and welfare and to
provide independent scientific support to the Minister
and to the Department on animal health and welfare
matters where such support is a requirement of
European Union legislation. A new Committee was
formed in 2017 and current topics include once a day
feeding of calves, insects as food production, using
Genetics to address health and welfare challenges in
farm animals, Diary Herd Welfare, Tuberculosis and
African Swine Fever.

Animal Welfare Organisations

In 2019, the Department provided funding of €2.9
million to 106 animal welfare bodies throughout the
country who are directly involved in the delivery of
animal care and welfare services. The funding
provided is intended only as a contribution to the
overall costs of the organisations. All applicants for
funding must sign up to a strict set of animal welfare
guidelines, be in existence for two years or more, be
registered with the Charities Regulator and provide
detailed supporting accounts. A list of successful
applicants is available on the Department’s website
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/a
nimalwelfare/fundingtoanimalwelfareorganisations/

Control of Horses

The Control of Horses Act 1996 was introduced to
address the risks posed to the public by stray and
abandoned horses. Under the legislation, local
authorities have responsibility for implementing the
Act, and the Minister for Agriculture may provide
financial assistance to the local authorities towards
expenses incurred in control of horse activities. In 2019
the Department provided funding of €290,606 to local
authorities towards expenses incurred by them under
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the Act. The Department continues to engage with
local authorities on an on-going basis in an effort to
achieve savings and efficiencies in the operation of the
Act. In addition, funding is provided to local
authorities for the development of horse projects in
their respective areas which help to foster community,
leadership and education in responsible horse
ownership for young people.

Ireland achieved Aujeszky's Disease-free
Status

Ireland achieved Aujeszky's Disease-free status in 2012.
As an Aujeszky’s Disease-free region, Irish herd owners
can export live pigs to other AD-free regions without
the high cost of compulsory isolation, herd surveillance
and blood testing. Testing is conducted on an on-going
basis to demonstrate this status. Ireland retained its
Aujeszky Disease-free status in 2019.

National Farmed Animal Health Strategy
2017-2022

The National Farmed Animal Health Strategy 2017-2022
was launched in July 2017. The Strategy’s focus is the
promotion of animal health as a driver of optimised
production, improved margins for producers and
providing the best quality food for consumers. The
Strategy contains some 70 strategic action
recommendations.

An Independent Review Body was established under
the Strategy to provide objective oversight and
governance and is tasked with monitoring the progress
and delivery of the Strategy and identifying any
modifications necessary to improve outcomes.

In 2019, two meetings of the Review Body took place
and the 2018 Annual Report was published.
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Publication of the Equine Surveillance
Disease Report

The third All Island Equine Health Survey Report for the
period 2018/2019, commissioned by the Department
and prepared by the Irish Equine Centre, was
completed in October 2019. This was the final report in
the current contract.

Legislation on the Supply and Sale of Pet
Animals

New legislation on the sale and supply of pet animals
was introduced in 2019 (Animal Health and Welfare
(Sale and supply of pet animals) Regulations 2019; SI
No. 681 of 2019). This legislation contributes to greater
traceability of pet sales, requiring anyone selling more
than 5 pets per year to register with the Department.
Anyone advertising a pet for sale or supply is required
to include certain information in the advertisement,
including the microchip number in case of dogs.

Licensing of Livestock Marts

The introduction of the Animal Health and Welfare
(Livestock Marts) Regulation 2018 (SI. No. 128 of 2018)
provided for the approval and licensing of all livestock
marts operating in Ireland during 2019.

Live Exports of Cattle

Live exports play an important role in stimulating price
competition for domestic cattle, and providing an
alternative market outlet for farmers. The term
‘exports’ here also includes intra-community trade.

Overall live exports of cattle increased by 22%, from
246,629 head in 2018, to 301,563 in 2019. The main
markets for Irish cattle are Spain, Netherlands, UK,
Italy, Libya and Turkey.

Live exports to non-EU countries increased by 36%,
from 19,953 to 27,098, driven mainly by an increase of
exports to Libya, from 5,450 in 2018 to 13,122 in 2019,
the vast majority being adult animals.
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Calf exports, which had increased by 50% from 2017 to
2018, continued to grow in 2019. Exports of calves (0-6
months) rose from 169,229 in 2018 to 207,735 in 2019,
an increase of 23%, driven mainly by stronger sales of
animals aged 0-6weeks to the Netherlands (increased
from 46,509 to 82,178).

In summer 2019, the Department banned all transport
of cattle and sheep through areas with external
temperatures of 30°C or over. At the end of 2019 the
Department introduced new, more stringent animal
welfare rules for calf exports, including an increase in
space allowance (e.g. 8% more space for a 50kg calf),
banning all use of sticks on or near calves in assembly
centres, and enhanced cooperation with the French
veterinary authorities to control numbers of calves
passing daily through the resting posts in Cherbourg.

In 2019 Minister Creed led a trade mission to the

Netherlands to meet the main importers of Irish calves.

All parties emphasised the importance of calf welfare
during transport, and Dutch industry representatives
reported that Irish calves travel and arrive in very good
condition.

With regard to lairage capacity in Cherbourg, the
Department worked closely with the French
authorities, and in 2019, the French authorities
approved an increase in the holding capacity at one of
the Control Posts in Cherbourg.

The Department hosted a visit by a technical team that
included officials from the Ministry of Agriculture and
ESK (the Turkish Meat and Milk Board). The
Department reached agreement in 2019 with the
Egyptian authorities on three proposed health
certificates for the export of fattening, slaughter and
breeding cattle. The opening of a new market for
exports to Kazakhstan accounted for exports of more
than 1,000 head of cattle in 2019.
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Cattle

The Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF) continued
to make excellent progress in 2019 in improving the
genetic merit of our National dairy and beef herd.

The Department provided funding of €920,000 for
projects aimed at improving profitability such as
improving the National database, progeny testing,
operation of Tully test centre, and research on genetic
evaluations.

Specific highlights for ICBF in 2019 included,

B The continued operation of the Beef Data and
Genomics Programme. This Programme has
accelerated genetic gain in the Suckler beef herd.

Continued high uptake of Genomically selected
Dairy Al bulls, with over 60% of recorded dairy
inseminations being to these bulls.

Further enhancement of the National cattle
breeding database. Large volumes of essential data
from a range of sources such as commercial farms
and industry stakeholders continue to be collected
which are essential for the production of high
quality breeding indexes.

Pilot (BEEP), which generated a significant amount
of weights from Suckler cows and their progeny
which will help identify the most economically and
environmentally efficient animals.

The Gene Ireland progeny test programme
continues to test a range of young bulls that are
suited to the unique grass based production
conditions.

The Department also provided ICBF with a grant of
€850,000 in 2019 to support its general operational
activities.

Operation of the new Beef Environmental Efficiency

27

BEEF CARCASE CLASSIFICATION

The role of the Department is to ensure that the
classification of carcases is carried out by slaughter
plants in accordance with the relevant EU Regulations.

Inspections of meat plants are carried out by
Department staff from the Beef Carcase Classification
Section. These inspections are bound by EU legislative
requirements. Officials check the overall performance
of the carcass grading machine and the standard of
trim applied. The Department does not adjudicate on
the grading of the individual carcases.

Official checks must be conducted at least twice every
three monthsin all slaughterhouses which slaughter
150 or more bovine animals aged eight months or more
per week as an annual average. Currently, the
Department conducts on-the-spot inspections on
average every 2 weeks. As part of each check, officials
classify a minimum of 100 carcasses where mechanical
classification is installed or 50 carcasses where only
manual classification takes place.

Inspections

Under the legislation, each on-the-spot check shall
relate to at least 40 carcasses selected at random. The
Department check is therefore inspecting far more
than is required by the regulations.

The on-the-spot checks shall verify in particular:
(a) the category of the beef carcass,

(b) the classification, weighing and marking of the
carcasses,

(c) the accuracy of the beef automated grading
methods by using a system of points and limits that
determines the ongoing accuracy of the grading
method,

Un-announced inspections are carried out by
authorised officers according to an inspection schedule
in an Annual Control Plan, where infringements may
have been noted during a previous inspection visit or
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where a complaint to the Department warrants an
immediate inspection.

In 2019, classification officers checked approximately
40,000 carcasses against the mechanical classification
system.

During the course of such an inspection the following
duties are performed by an authorised officer:

1. Examination and evaluation of classification
performance.

2. Evaluation of standard of dressing (trim) during the
production process in real time when possible and
on cold carcasses.

3. Scales check using 260 Kg weights on the kill floor
scales (secondary to NSAI checks) Examination of
records concerning use of check weights.

4. Comparison of hot and cold weights.

Scrutiny of labelling particulars.

6. Examination of relevant records or processes, as
appropriate.
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Sheep

The National Sheep Breed Improvement Programme is
operated by Sheep Ireland, working in conjunction
with stakeholders. The Department provided
investment funding of €350,000 for a range of measures
designed to implement a world class breeding
programme. Significant progress was made in a range
of areas in 2019 including;

B Continued growth in the number of pedigree ram
breeders participating in LambPlus, resulting in
over 40% of the rams sold in 2019 having Eurostar
figures available.

B Continued growth in the proportion of performance
recorded breeding rams presented for sale in 2019.

B Expansion of the Sheep Ireland Central Progeny
Test (CPT), by increasing the number of commercial
ewes being performance recorded in this
programme.

B Further links established with the Teagasc Better
Farm sheep programme through data sharing.

B Furtherincrease in commercial farmer awareness of
the benefits of sheep genetic evaluations through
many public events.
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The Department provided a further €200,000 to Sheep
Ireland in general funding support during 2019.

Horse and Greyhound Racing Industries

In 2019, Horse Racing Ireland received €67.2 million
and Bord na gCon received €16.8 million from the
Horse and Greyhound Racing Fund.

Support for the Non-Thoroughbred Horse
Industry

The Department recognises the very important
contribution of the non-thoroughbred horse industry
to the economy and to the social fabric of many
communities throughout the country. The sector
contributes substantially to the generation of income
from a valuable alternative farm enterprise, to
employment, tourism, rural development and the
social community and cultural life of the country. In
2019 the recommendations made in a report by
Indecon International Consultants which had carried
out a review of Horse Sport Ireland were finalized and
the new Board for the organization spearheads future
change.

Under the Rural Development Programme (RDP)
provision has been made for improving efficiency and
profitability in the equine sector through the
Knowledge Transfer measure which had a budget of
€100 million.

Over 300 breeders participated in the final year of the
Knowledge Transfer Equine Programme which
concluded end of July 2019. These participants
attended meetings as well as producing a Farm
Improvement Plan with their approved facilitator.
They also completed Animal Health Measures with an
approved veterinary practitioner.

In 2019, the Department provided €2.996 million to this
sector by way of grant aid to Horse Sport Ireland for
activities aimed at improving the quality of the Irish
sport horse and at developing the sector.

Additionally, in 2019, a total of €850,000 was provided
by the Department towards equine related measures.
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Plant Health Strategy

The Plant Health and Biosecurity Strategy 2020-2025
was launched in 2019. The objective of the Strategy is
to minimise the threat posed to plants by the potential
introduction and establishment of plant pests and
diseases. The Strategy is underpinned by three key
strategic principles: risk anticipation, surveillance and
awareness. These principles will allow for the delivery
of specific, achievable, targeted actions, which will be
achieved through wide collaboration and an agreed
implementation plan.

Awareness Raising

The Department ran a “Don’t Risk it!” awareness
raising campaign at Bloom and the Ploughing
Championshipsin 2019. This campaign was targeted
at international travellers, tourists and commercial
businesses that are bringing plants, plant products and
other high risk items made of plant material into
Ireland from abroad. This campaign was fully
endorsed by the European Plant Protection
Organisation (EPPO) and the European Commission via
revised plant health legislation. The objective of the
campaign was to highlight the social, environmental
and economic impact of bringing in infected plant
material or quarantine pests and diseases into Ireland.

New Plant Health Regulation

A new Plant Health Regulation came into operation on
14th of December 2019. This Regulation focuses on
reducing the risk of introducing quarantine pests to the
EU by: focusing on high risk plants, developing a list of
EU priority pests, expanding the range of plant
operators to be registered with the competent
authority, applying stricter Protected Zone
requirements and requiring all plant for planting to be
accompanied with a Plant Passport. The Department
participated in a number of EU Working Groups on
Delegated and Implementing Acts for this Regulation
throughout 2019. Horticulture and Plant Health
Division delivered a number of information sessions on
these new Regulations at the end of 2019. These
seminars were aimed mainly at anyone dealing with
plants/plant products.
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Under the New Regulation plant health will, for the first
time, be subject to the Official Controls Regulation.
This introduces the possibility for co-funding of the
annual surveys for priority pests. In 2019, the
Department carried out plant health surveys for certain
quarantine pests under the EU co-funded plant health
survey programme.

All Island Approach to Plant Health

Under the North South Ministerial Council (NSMC),
HPHD has very close collaboration with Northern
Ireland in implementing an agreed plant health work
programme and achieving an all-island approach to
plant health. In 2019, the Department and DAERA
continued to work towards the shared objective of
achieving and maintaining good plant health status on
theisland through continued sharing of information,
science and diagnostic capability.

Plant Health Surveys

The Department continued to survey for the presence
of the harmful organism Phytophthora ramorum in
2019. A number of findings of the disease were
detected in horticultural nurseries/garden centres and
on plants imported from other Member States. All
infected plants and host plants within the vicinity were
destroyed.

Ireland has Protected Zone status for a number of
harmful organisms present in other EU Member States
but not present here. The Forestry Inspectorate
conducts annual national forest surveys for the
presence of the forestry protected zone species and in
order to justify Ireland’s Protected Zone status and
submits reports annually to the European Commission.
No detections of any of these organisms were made in
surveys conducted during 2019.

In late 2018 the UK Forestry Commission announced
the first finding of the bark beetle Ips typographus in
the wider environment in the UK at a woodland in
Kent, England. This finding represents an increased
threat of the introduction of this bark beetle to Ireland
and has prompted additional risk based surveys and
monitoring in 2019 through the extension of the
Protected Zone survey monitoring plot network.
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Xylella fastidiosa is a bacterium that infects the xylem
tissues of a wide host range of plants (over 300 plant
species). Ireland carried out a survey for the disease in
2019 and the disease was not found to be present. In
2019, there were further outbreaks of the disease on
the Union territory and the Department continued to
play an integral part in any discussions on this disease
to ensure that the maximum protection against the risk
of this disease entering the territory was achieved.

Other harmful organisms listed in the EU Plant Health
Directive of significance which also require mandatory
annual surveys and reporting include Anoplophora
chinensis (citrus long-horn beetle), Anoplophora
glabripennis (Asian long-horn beetle), Bursaphelenchus
xylophilus (pine wood nematode), Monochamus spp.
(sawyer beetle), Phytophthora ramorum and Gibberella
circinata (pitch canker of pine). In 2019 Ireland also
continued to survey for a number of other pests
(including Monochamus spp) and carried out new
surveys for EU priority pests including Agrilus
planipennis (emerald ash borer) and A. anxius (bronze
birch borer). None of the above harmful organisms
were detected in surveysin 2019.

Surveys for the presence of Hymenoscyphus fraxineus
(Ash Dieback disease), Phytophthora ramorum disease
outbreaks in Japanese larch, Dothistroma septosporum
(Dothistroma Needle Blight [DNB]) and Lecanosticta
acicola (formerly Mycosphaerella dearnessii), the causal
agent of Brown Spot Needle Blight (BSNB) on pine
species, continued in 2019. The Review of the National
Response to Ash Dieback Disease also continued
during 2019.

Ireland continued with its national legislation for
Epitrix. This legislation addressed the significant risk to
the indigenous potato sector arising from a possible
outbreak of Epitrix.

Intensive inspections and sampling of seed and ware
potatoes were carried out in 2019. There were no
findings of potato ring rot, potato brown rot and Epitrix
in 2019. Inspections were also undertaken on plant
propagating material at several locations to ensure
disease free material was available.
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In addition, a comprehensive plant health action
programme was implemented in 2019 to maintain
Ireland’s high plant health status and comply with Irish
and EU legislation. Nurseries, garden centres, public
parks, private gardens and the wider environment were
intensively inspected for the presence of quarantine
pests and, where found, eradication measures were
implemented. The Department also carried out
inspections on plant producers to ensure they have
complied with the requirements set down in EU
legislation. As well as safeguarding plant health, these
inspections also facilitate trade in plants and plant
products. The 2019 plant health surveys included:

B Over 400 sites inspected for Phytophthora ramorum
B 1,483 samples taken for Fireblight (Erwinia
amylovora)

Over 1,200 inspections for leaf miners (Liriomyza sp)
Over 900 inspections for Tobacco Whitefly ((Bemisia
tabaci)

730 inspections for Anoplophora chinensis

685 inspections for Anoplophora glabripennis

664 samples taken for PCN (Globodera sp)

474 sites inspected for Xylella fastidiosa

239 samples for Beet Necrotic Yellow Vein Virus

467 inspections for Aromi bungii

151 inspections for Zebra Chip.

Plant Health Import Controls

In 2019 under the Department’s Plant Health Import
Controls Programme; 3,428 inspections were carried
out on consignments of plants and plant products
imported directly to Ireland through Dublin Airport and
Dublin Port from third countries. This represents a
3.5% increase on the number of consignments
subjected to Plant Health Import Controls on 2018.
There were 57 interceptions made at Irish borders by
plant health inspectors in 2019, the reasons for which
include the finding of regulated and harmful
organisms, incomplete or absent phytosanitary
certificates and fraudulent documentation.
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Plant Health Export Controls

B In 2019 under the Department’s Plant Health Export
Controls Programme; 1,000 consignments were
inspected and certified by plant health inspectors,
facilitating their export from Irish businesses to 36
third countries across the world. The most frequent
consignments certified in 2019 included animal
feed to China, India and Korea, mushroom casing to
South Africa, Japan, Israel, and Canada and cut
flowers to the United States of America.

Forest Health Import Controls

Import inspections of wood and wood products from
Third Countries regulated under the EU Plant Health
Directive were routinely conducted to ensure
compliance with entry requirements as part of the
Customs clearance process. In 2019, 545 third country
consignments received a documentary check and if
appropriate to the requirements, were physically
inspected. Nine were found to be non-compliant with
the import requirements. Appropriate measures were
taken where non-compliances were detected,
depending on the nature of the non-compliance.

Under the EU internal markets regime, goods coming
from within the EU are not subject to Customs
clearance but monitored to ensure Ireland’s Protected
Zone requirements are met. The Department operates
two designated Border Inspection Posts in Dublin and
Cork ports for forestry import controls from Third
Countries and has an office in Waterford port.
Shipments coming into the other ports and airports are
covered from these locations if required.

In 2018, the special measures, introduced in 2013 by
the European Commission regarding inspections of
wood packaging material associated with certain
commodities imported into the EU from China, were
replaced by a new Commission Implementing Decision
(2018/1127/EU) which expands the range of
commodities to be inspected and includes goods from
Belarus as well as China. In 2019, 111 containerised
consignments from China were inspected, with eight
non-compliances detected where appropriate
phytosanitary measures were imposed. In addition, the
Forestry Inspectorate carries out monitoring of
Portuguese wood packaging material in relation to the
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threat of pine wood nematode (as required under
Commission Implementing Decision 2012/535 as
amended) and wood packaging from other countries.

The Forestry Inspectorate also provides advice and
deals with queries regarding import and export
requirements related to wood/wood products and
forest reproductive material. Phytosanitary Certificates
may also be issued to accompany certain
consignments leaving the free trade area of the EU.

In 2019, Brexit preparedness work dominated the work
of the Forest Health Secion particularly in relation to
contingency planning for a no-deal exit from the EU in
March and October 2019 and the impacts of such an
event on imports and exports of forestry products
(including wood packaging material) to and from the
UK. Efforts focused on developing adequate
infrastructure, IT systems and staff to cope with the
eventuality of a no-deal exit, which threatened during
the year.

International Standard for Phytosanitary
Measures

The Forestry Inspectorate of the Department is
responsible for the implementation of the FAO, IPPC,
International Standard for Phytosanitary Measures
(ISPM) No. 15, Guidelines for Regulating Wood
Packaging Material in International Trade - for the
manufacture of Wood Packaging Material (WPM) to this
Standard in Ireland.

ISPM No.15 describes phytosanitary measures to
address the risk of introduction and/or spread of
quarantine pests associated with WPM made of raw
wood, in use in international trade. WPM, used in the
transport of goods of all kinds and which is being
exported from Ireland to most non-EU countries
around the world, is required to comply with ISPM
No.15.

At the end of 2019, there were 54 companies registered
to operate under the scheme in Ireland. Companies in
the scheme are inspected to ensure compliance with
agreed Standard Operating Procedures and that the
wood packaging material is fully compliant with the
standard.
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Crop Variety Evaluation

The 2019 growing season saw a return to more typical
climatic conditions resulting in sowing dates aligning
with the norm for various crops. Sowing conditions for
2019 winter crops that were sown in the autumn of
2018 were extremely good and the same can be said for
sowing of spring crops in early 2019 and harvesting of
all crops later in the year. There were difficulties
experienced in sowing 2020 winter crops at the end of
2019 due to poor weather making ground conditions
unsuitable and this resulted in a significant reduction
of up to 50% in winter cereal sowings compared to
autumn 2018. Yields returned to normal levels in 2019
for all crops. A total of 347 varieties of grass, clover,
barley, wheat, oats, forage maize, oilseed rape, beans
and potatoes were evaluated in National and
Recommended List trials in 2019. The varieties of each
species considered most suitable for Irish producers
were selected from these trials and published in
Recommended Lists which are available on the
Department’s website.

Number of Varieties Evaluated in 2019

Crop Number
Cereals 175
Grass 114
Forage Maize 20
Qilseed Rape 25
Clover 21
Potatoes 12
Field Beans 11

* Varieties that are duplicated in different trials are excluded.

A successful Open Day was held in June in association
with the Irish Seed Trade Association at the
Department’s Crop Policy, Evaluation & Certification
Division’s Headquarters which is located at Backweston
Campus, Leixlip, Co. Dublin. Trial inspections and
information visits for interested groups of breeders,
agents, consultants and farmers were also hosted at
three Department centres and at other outside trial
locations.
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Seed Certification

Marketing of seeds in the EU is regulated under a
number of schemes setting minimum quality standards
and labelling requirements. These are implemented by
Department officials through the seed certification
schemes covering the main agricultural crops. Only
those varieties that are listed in the National Catalogue
of Ireland or on the EU Common Catalogue of
Agricultural Plant Varieties may be cultivated. The
National Catalogue of Agricultural Plant Varieties
(NCAPV) and the Official Journal of National Plant
Variety Rights (PVR) are available on the Department’s
website.
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/publi
cations/2019/NationalCatAgPlantVarieties200318.pdf

The EU Common Catalogue of Varieties of Agricultural
Plant Species available at
http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/plant_propagation_ma
terial/plant_variety_catalogues_databases/search/pub
lic/index.cfm

Area of Seed Crops Certified in 2019

Area of Crops Approved  Tonnes of Seed

under the Seed Certified Under

Certification Scheme the Seed

in 2019 (ha) Certification

Scheme in 2019

Cereals 8,140 53,252
Potatoes 206 2,903
Oilseed Rape 468 808
Beans 210 888

In 2019, all grass seed used in Ireland was imported as
certified seed and the Department oversaw the
formulation and labelling of grass seed mixtures.



Plant Health

Seed Potato Laboratory

During 2019, 738 varieties (includes potato seedlings
not yet named) were maintained in vitro at the Potato
Laboratories, Tops, Raphoe, Co. Donegal.
Approximately 42,000 potato mini-tubers from 31
different potato varieties and 10 unnamed potato
seedlings were produced in virus-proof tunnels. 7 new
potato seedlings and 8 sweet potato varieties were
tested for distinctness, uniformity and stability as
prescribed by the International Union for the
Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPQOV). A field
reference collection of 648 named potato varieties was
also maintained.

The Potato Laboratory was assessed by the Community
Plant Variety Office (CPVO) in August 2018 as part of
their adopted entrustment approach and based on
quality criteria for examination offices performing DUS
examinations on their behalf. The CPVO audit team was
happy with the quality criteria in place at the
laboratory and recommended that entrustment for
both Solanum tuberosum (L.) (potato) and Ipomoea
batatas (L.) (sweet potato) continue for the next 3 year
period. The Potato Laboratory is the first and only
entrusted office in the EU to conduct technical
examinations on Ipomea batatis.

Horticulture 2019

The weather in 2019 provided for more favourable
growing conditions compared to the drought in 2018,
with generally improved yields for all crops however
the wet autumn did impact the harvesting date of
some crops.

Market demand in Ireland for produce remained steady
across each sub sector, with high demand for some
commodities. However, commodities such as field
vegetables did experience downward price pressure in
2019 following price rises negotiated in 2018.

Whilst the continued recovery in the wider economy
and increasing consumer demand for produce and
plant based diets has helped maintain output growth
in the sector, labour availability and production cost
continue to be challenges for the sector.
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Horticulture Output Value at farm-gate, 2018 -2019

Product 2018 2019 % change
€m €m  2019v’s2018
Mushrooms 117 119.2 +1.8
Potatoes 79.6 110.9 +39.3
Field Vegetables 75.9 77.8 2.5
Protected Crops 86.9 91.5 +5.2
Outdoor Fruit Crops 10.9 10.7 -2.0
Bulbs, outdoor flowers 9.3 9.44 +0.7
and foliage sector
Hardy nursery crops,and  56.8 57.3 +0.9
other horticulture sectors
Total 436.4 477.0 9.2

2019 saw continued strong investment by the sector
with over €5.8 million paid in the scheme of investment
for the development of the commercial horticulture
sector and a further €4 million paid out through the EU
Producer Organisation Scheme.
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VETERINARY LABORATORIES

Virology

The Virology Division provides the Department with the
capacity to identify and characterise farmed animal
viral diseases. The Division delivers the technical
aspects of emergency preparedness necessary to
safeguard against viral diseases exotic to Ireland and
those diagnostic, investigative and consultative
services required to control and monitor endemic viral
diseases of Irish farm animals. In 2019, it hosted ten
National Reference Laboratories (NRL) ranging from
Peste des Petits Ruminants to Foot-and-mouth disease.

The range of viruses handled by the Division is diverse
and includes: Foot and Mouth Disease, Avian Influenza,
Bluetongue, BVD, IBR, Classical Swine Fever, Rabies
and PRRS.

Pig Parvovirus PCR, Vesicular Stomatitis PCR, Seneca
Valley Virus PCR and Infectious Laryngotracheitis ELISA
are some of the newer viral diagnostics introduced in
2019.

Submission Patterns

The pattern of tests requested is relatively steady
throughout the year 2019, the peaks in bovine
submission relate directly to the national BVD
eradication programme (graph below).

2019 Monthly Testing

Table below shows a summary of overall 2019 testing
figures in Virology Division

Species

Bovine

Porcine

Small Ruminants
Lagomorph
Equine

Avian

TOTAL

Tests
for virus

63,054
7,278
3,519
1,173

488
9,701
85,213

Tests for
antibody

77,387
4,870
10,551
0

2,071
91,013
185,892
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Aug Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

TOTAL

140,441
12,148
14,070
1,173
2,559
100,714

271,105
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Table below shows the top five testsin 2019 in
Virology Division for mammalian (antibody and
virus detection) and avian diseases

Rank Pathogen Number Pathogen

(antibody) Tested (virus)
1 BVD 17,853 BVD
2 IBR 8,172 POX
3 Schmallenberg 7,471 BTV
4 Bluetongue 5,632 PRRS
5 EBL 3,723 BHV1

In 2019, Virology Division had a range of 144 different
tests which it used across 40 different matrices - the
most common matrices in 2019 being serum (87.5%),
swabs (5%), lung (1.3%) and semen (1.2%). Over the
course of 2019, the Division completed successfully
over 50 External Proficiency Tests to assist our
ISO17025 accreditation status.

Bacteriology and Parasitology Division

Bacteriology and Parasitology Division provides
expertise in bacteriology and parasitology to the
Department and hosts National Reference Laboratories
for Antimicrobial Resistance and for zoonotic
pathogens of food, feed and animal origin. These
include Salmonella, Campylobacter, Escherichia coli,
Mycobacteria, and the zoonotic parasites Echinococcus,
Trichinella and Anisakis. In addition, it provides a
laboratory diagnostic service for parasites and for
Mycoplasma bovis.

National Reference Laboratory (NRL) for Salmonella

The following samples were cultured for Salmonella
during 2019:

1,651 poultry farm samples

565 meal or feed mill related samples

768 process hygiene criterion samples from poultry
or pig primary processing plants

150 compost or related samples

550 processed animal protein samples

50 tallow and greaves samples.
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Number Pathogen Number
Tested (avian) Tested

21,161 Avian influenza 36,587

2,920 M. gallisepticum 31,329

2,502 AEV 3,286

1,757 Chick Anemia 2,642

1,387 Infectious Bursal D 2,572

In addition:

B 615 Salmonella isolates were either obtained from
selective culture of official samples or received from
external laboratories for serotyping

193 group B Salmonella isolates were subjected to
Polymerase Chain Reaction to distinguish between
Salmonella Typhimurium and monophasic
Salmonella Typhimurium

Antibodies were detected in 4,617 (22.3%) of the 20,668
muscle juice samples from slaughtered pigs tested
under the Salmonella National Control Program for

pigs.

Applications of Whole Genome Sequencing technology
by the Salmonella and Antimicrobial Resistance NRL
continued to increase during 2019. The NRL Salmonella
responded to several queries (from the EU Reference
Laboratory and the HSE) in search of the source of
Salmonella strains that caused outbreaks of human
food-borne enteritis in Europe or in Ireland. One of
these searches by WGS analysis revealed one case of S.
Typhimurium in a person and a small egg-laying flock,
which each yielded an isolate that was genetically
similar. Production of eggs for sale ceased as soon as S.
Typhimurium was detected. Searches for salmonella
strains of outbreak isolates using WGS was applied in
several other cases, for which absence of the specific
Salmonella strain discounted any possible role of Irish
food or primary production.
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This technology was also applied to investigation of
laboratory cross-contamination, in order to increase
the reliability of laboratory results.

NRL for Antimicrobial Resistance

Official surveillance of AMR in commensal and zoonotic
bacteria was carried out in accordance with 2013/652
EU. The contents of 300 pig caeca and 300 pork and 300
beef samples were screened for the presence of
ESBL/Amp-C/carbapenamase - producing Escherichia
coli. Antimicrobial susceptibility testing was carried out
on 170 isolates of Campylobacter coli and 200 indicator
commensal E. coli from pig caeca as well as Salmonella
from pig carcass swabs. The results are reported to the
European Food Safety Authority and included in the EU
Summary Report on antimicrobial resistance in
zoonotic and indicator bacteria from humans, animals
and food.

The first One Health Report on Antimicrobial usage and
Antimicrobial resistance, which was a collaboration
between the Department of Agriculture and the
Department of Health, was published in 2019 and
included detailed analysis of results generated in the
NRL between 2014 and 2016.

The NRL continued to use whole genome sequencing
as a tool in the investigation of unusual resistance
patterns in isolates from official testing and veterinary
clinical isolates from the RVLs.

The recent alignment of AMR with clinical microbiology
has provided a platform for further development of the
clinical isolate pipeline required for the national
antimicrobial resistance action plan and improve
capability across the service.

NRL for Campylobacter

In 2019, the Campylobacter NRL supported the work of
the Veterinary Public Health (VPH) Division and the
Campylobacter Stakeholders’ group by collating
Process Hygiene Criteria results for Campylobacter
enumeration of neck flaps. The Special Project Unit
(SPU) in VPH, organised a Memorandum of
Understanding with the three main chicken processors
in early 2019, to perform Campylobacter enumeration
of caeca from all pre-thin batches of broilers. The NRL
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assisted with standardisation of testing across the
private laboratories carrying out this work and also
started collating caecal enumeration data.

The Campylobacter NRL started verification testing of
neck flap and caecal samples in April. Enumeration was
carried out on a total of 127 neck flaps and 39 caeca in
2019.

NRL for Mycobacteria
In support of the national bovine TB eradication
programme in 2019:

B Samples collected in meat plants from 6,111 bovine
animals, were tested for evidence of tuberculosis.
59% of these animals were identified at post-
slaughter veterinary inspection.

B 4,248 histopathological tests and 3,542 cultures
were performed on these tissues.

B Cultures were completed on 833 badger tissues
collected as part of badger removal following
bovine TB outbreaks or badger vaccine trials.

B Cultures were performed on 113 tissue samples
submitted from deer.

B Mycobacterial speciation tests were performed on
984 isolates.

B 3,518 sera were tested in TB ELISA to support
bovine disease investigations.

There were 392 samples submitted for Johne’s disease
culture and Mycobacterium avium subspecies
paratuberculosis was isolated from 73 samples.

NRL for Zoonotic Parasites

The mandatory national sampling of foxes (Regulation
(EU) 2018/772) and testing undertaken by the NRL for
Parasites in 2019 continued to demonstrate Ireland’s
freedom from Echinococcus multilocularis, one of the
most lethal parasitic zoonoses in temperate and artic
regions of the Northern Hemisphere. For the 2019
survey, 400 intestinal contents samples from all
counties were examined for the parasite using a
multiplex-PCR. All samples were reported as negative.
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With regard to Trichinella NRL activities the following
events occurred in 2019:

B Two private laboratories were audited

B A workshop was organized for all laboratories on
May 10th

B Theannualring trial were sent to all private
laboratories on May 21st

Diagnostic Parasitology

Continue to receive samples from a wide variety of
sources (e.g. Regional Veterinary Laboratories, private
veterinary practitioners, abattoirs and animal shelters)
including both farm and companion animals. In excess
of 4,500 assays were performed using 13 different
methodologies.

Mycoplasma bovis

Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) testing (296 samples
tested) and selective culture was provided for
diagnosis, surveillance and control of respiratory
disease, arthritis and mastitis cases and herd
outbreaks caused by Mycoplasma bovis in 2019.

Other Activities

The conditions for approval of private laboratories by
the Department for microbiological testing for
Salmonella in poultry flocks, Animal By-Products and
Trichinella and STEC were revised and updated during
2019 and private laboratories re-applied for approval
and an updated list of approved laboratories was
published on the Department’s website.

Members of the Division represented the NRLs at EU
Reference Laboratory workshops. Division personnel
also contribute, to various Department and industry
working groups and stakeholder groups including:
Food safety and authenticity Working Group,
Campylobacter Stakeholders Implementation Group,
Pig Industry Stakeholders Group, Eastern Region
Zoonoses Committee, Animal Health Ireland’s (AHI)
Johnes Disease Implementation Group and Technical
Working Group; AHI’s Parasite Control Group; Health
Products Regulatory Authority Task Force on
antiparasitic medicines.

Research
Personnel in the Division collaborated with other
institutes in the following research projects:

Title of Project Collaborators
Tackling a multi-host pathogen
problem - phylodynamic analyses
of the epidemiology of M. bovis in
Britain and Ireland

UCD, University
of Edinburgh

Disease Profiling of Bovine ucb
Tuberculosis Skin Test

Reactors in Ireland

Next generation approaches
to improved diagnostics and
molecular epidemiology for
control of Mycobacterium
avium subsp. paratuberculosis

UCD, AFBI

The foodborne emergence
and epidemiology of Clostridioides
difficile in Ireland

Teagasc,
TCD, UCD, DIT

PATHOLOGY

Pathology Division provides laboratory supports for
national disease eradication programs, Class A
response capability and specialist investigation of
infectious diseases or toxic events. It also provides
specialist supports to the Departments Regional
Veterinary laboratories (RVLs). The Division now hosts
three National Reference Laboratories (TSE, CEM and
AMR). The NRL for AMR was assigned to Pathology
Division in November 2019.

National Reference Laboratory (NRL) for TSE

The TSE NRL is responsible for monitoring performance
of the TSE rapid testing laboratories in Ireland, PTs
involving the preparation and delivery of coded brain
tissue homogenate samples to RTLs and subsequent
analysis and reporting of the results. All the results
were satisfactory in 2019. One RTL discontinued rapid
testing services in 2019.
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Figures for TSE Submissions

Ovine

NRL Result Surveillance Category 2015
Atypical Scrapie Active 6
Classical Scrapie Active 1
Classical Scrapie Passive 0
Negative Active 1
Negative Passive 1
Negative SMFS 0
Total 9
Bovine

NRL Result Surveillance Category 2015
BSE Positive Active 1
(Classical) 0 1
Atypical L-type 0 0
BSE Positive Passive 0
Negative Active 0
Negative Passive 11
Unsuitable Passive 0

*1 case reported in 2017 as was sampled on 30 December 2016

National Reference laboratory for CEM

The Clinical Microbiology Laboratory hosts the
National Reference Laboratory for Contagious Equine
Metritis (CEM) (in conjunction with Virology division) in
support of the Irish Thoroughbred Breeders
Association (ITBA) Codes of Practice. The NRL approves
private laboratories for the culture of Taylorella
equigenitalis, the causative agent of CEM. The CEM
laboratory approval scheme consists of on-site
inspection audits and an annual proficiency trial, which
laboratories must pass to retain their status. Currently
ten private laboratories are approved by the NRL. This
laboratory worked to enhance the quality of private
laboratory CEM testing through its NRL functions by
provision of audit, advice and PTs to these laboratories.
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2016 2017 2018 2019
1 1 9 12

1 11 1 0

0 0 0 0

1 1 0 0

0 0 0 1

0 0 0 0

3 13 10 13
2016 2017 2018 2019
0 0 0 0

0 0 3 0

17> 15 19 9

0 0 0 0

Diagnostic Pathology & Surveillance

Pathology Division provides diagnostic pathology,
investigative support for NDCC in response to suspect
class A & high impact class B disease and also
surveillance services for the animal agricultural
industries with special reference to the pig and poultry
industries. The division also provides first and second
opinion histopathology interpretation in support of
these functions. Services are also provided to other
agencies as required (e.g. the NPWS raptor protocol).

During 2019 a targeted expansion of pig diagnostic post
mortem submissions resulted in a significant increase
in pig post mortem numbers, yielding better
surveillance data and actively building the relationship
between pig PVPs and Pathology Division.
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Diagnostic Post Mortem Submissions

Biochemistry & Toxicology
The Biochemistry/Toxicology laboratory undertakes

SPECIES Carcass Submissions the elemental profiling of animals and provides the
diagnostic capability to determine element
Porcine 303 deficiencies and toxicities in animal tissue and blood,
Avian 230 for a range of elements. One of the key functions of the
Cervine 87 laboratory is to provide diagnostic support for suspect
Ovine 23 toxicities in herds and supports to interagency
Bovine 21 investigations of public health, animal health and the
Other* 7 environment. The laboratory has enhanced the service
Total 741 delivery in 2019 by equipping the laboratory with a

*badger, raptor, fox & hare

The Histopathology Laboratory maintained the service
needs for histopathology processing and
immunohistochemistry in 2019 for the Veterinary
Laboratory Service and other Department divisions
such as ERAD. It processed approximately 20,000 slides
in 2019 with standard staining methods and special
staining techniques including immunohistochemistry.

Histopathology Slide Production:

second ICP-MS (Inductively Coupled Plasma - Mass
Spectrometry). During 2019 approximately 1,438 whole
blood and tissue samples were analysed for one or
more of the following elements by ICPMS - As, Cd, Co,
Cu, Mn, Mo, Pb, Se. In addition, the laboratory has
commenced the introduction of quality procedures
and records with a view to achieving ISO 17025
accreditation.

Activities:

Pig laboratory Group

This is a cross divisional group within the veterinary
laboratories; areas addressed in 2019 included
improving the pig pathology knowledge cohort within

H&E.prep Total LEEL: U Total the Department, improved response capability
aliquot I,'I&E I,'I&E I,'I&E I,'I&E including training and improved pig microbiological
cases slides slides  slides slides testing for pig pathogens.
produced

Poultry Laboratory Group

A da Ll S| At LA This is a cross divisional group within the veterinary
laboratories; areas addressed include improved
general poultry diagnostic tests and diagnoses in the

Clinical Microbiology various sectors, laboratory sampling strategies for

The clinical microbiology laboratory provides
diagnostic microbiology services for the Backweston
post mortem room, support for RVLs and hosts the
National Reference Laboratory for CEM. In 2019
improved range of tests and test packages were
provided including improved clinical isolate pipelines
for AMR surveillance. Bacterial typing and
characterisation and provision of MALDI-TOF was
provided in support of the RVLs.

Further supports to laboratories in 2019 have included
improved testing protocols and standardisation of
culture SOPs and AST.
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exotic viruses (e.g. Newcastle disease virus) and review
of high impact class B disease investigations
undertaken (ILT outbreak in August).

Examples of Disease Investigations:

Infectious Laryngotracheitis in Poultry

ILT was confirmed in a layer site in Co. Cavan in August.
Pathology Division coordinated an investigation on
epidemiologically linked sites to rule out spread of
disease. Virology Division carried out gene sequencing,
providing evidence that the outbreak had not spread
and was likely due to a wild type strain.
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Bovine Botulism

In 2019, Pathology Division assisted in the investigation
of nine suspected Bovine Botulism outbreaks.
Botulinum toxin type C/D identified by ELISA in animals
from six herds that were submitted for post mortem to
the Regional Veterinary laboratories. Suspect herds
consisted of five dairy, three suckler and one beef
enterprise. Bovine botulism, generally caused by Type
C /D toxin is not considered a risk to the food chain.

Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease (RHD2) in the Irish Hare
The division confirmed RHD2 in Irish hares in 2019 and
completed a histopathology review of archived hare
samples for Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease (RHD2) in
order to provide evidence that this was a relatively new
disease in hares and therefore supported protective
measures for the species.

Research Projects:

Abomasitis in Calves: An extensive review of laboratory
wide abomasitis in calves’ cases from 2017, 2018 and
2019 is currently being carried out, with the objectives
to refine a case definition, characterise the gross and
histological lesions and identify associated pathogens.
In 2019, eight farm visits were conducted to farms
where suitable cases had been submitted for post
mortem examination, to collate information regarding
on-farm practices and potential risk factors.

Mycobacterium bovis genomics: A study on
Mycobacterium bovis genomics (2019) in a multi-host
environment in collaboration with TB section and UCD.
ARREST Project: In collaboration with UCD, NUIG and
whole genome section in the Department, clinical
microbiology contributed the laboratory component
on the microbiological assessment of the ability of
integrated constructed wetlands (ICWs) to remove
antimicrobial resistant organisms from farm effluent
and municipal sources:

Validation of high throughput multi-element analysis:
Two collaborative research projects commenced to
expand the repertoire of elements, and develop and
validate high-throughput multi-element methods in
whole blood (Al, As, Cd, Cr, Co, Cu, Pb, Mn, Mo, Ni, Se,
Sn and |) and serum/ocular fluid (Ca, P, Na, K, Fe, Zn,
Mg) by ICP-MS and ICP-OES (Inductively Coupled
Plasma - Optical Emission Spectroscopy), respectively.
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Veterinary Public Health Regulatory
Laboratory

The Veterinary Public Health Regulatory Laboratory
(VPHRL) is accredited by INAB to ISO 17025:2005, with
more than 30 analytical tests covering residues,
contaminants, microbiological and parasitological
analysis currently on its scope.

VPHRL is the National Reference Laboratory (NRL) for
six groups of residues (Antithyroid agents, Beta-
agonists, Chloramphenicol Antibacterial substances
including sulphonamides and quinolones, Carbadox
and Chemical Elements) and also for E. coli and
Trichinella.

Ireland’s National Residue Plan (NRP) for 2019 was
approved by the relevant European Commission. The
testing under the NRL covers 18 distinct residue groups
which fall into three broad categories:

B banned substances such as growth-promoting
hormones and beta-agonists

B approved veterinary medicines

B environmental contaminants

During 2019, more than 9,000 samples from food of
animal origin were tested under the NRP at the VPHRL.
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No. samples tested for the NRP 2019 broken down by substance, matrix and whether suspect or target.
C.Dox: Carbadox, HM: Chemical elements, CAP: Chloramphenicol, Phen: Phenicols, Sulfas:
Sulphonamides, Trb: Trenbolone

5000

4000

3000

B Target

B suspect

2000

1000

Honey | Kidney| Milk |Muscle| Liver |Retina| Urine |Water |Urine |Water |Muscle [Honey |Milk Milk | Muscle [Muscle| Muscle| Urine

Antibiotics Beta-Agonists Thyrostats CAP  Sulfas  Trb

No. samples tested for the NRP 2019 broken down by substance and animal species
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53,386 individual results were obtained from 9,170 NRP
samples analysed. There were the following results:

B Thyrostats in urine: 13 bovine, 2 ovine and 1
porcine. Possibly diet related.

B Antibiotics in bovine muscle: Eight non-
compliances among suspect animals: 2 Amoxicillin
at 82 and 67 ppb, 1 Marbofloxacin at =300 ppb, 1
Penicillin G at >100 ppb, and 4 Oxytetracycline: 2 at
levels of 217 and 184 ppb and 2 at levels >400 ppb.

B Antibiotics in milk: One target sample found to
contain 510 ppb of Sulphamethazine. One target
sample found to contain 430 ppb of Cloxacillin.
Lead in muscle: 2 wild deer and 1 wild pheasant
with high levels related to the lead bullets

Microbiology

VPHRL provides laboratory support for import controls
and the Inspectorate based at meat plants, ensuring
compliance with national and international standards
of food safety and hygiene. In 2019, approximately
1,900 official samples of meat and meat products were
taken at the point of manufacture and at the border
inspection points and tested for a range of
microbiological parameters. Of these samples, 10 were
positive for Salmonella (2 were in imported poultry)
and 4 for Listeria monocytogenes.

In 2019, VPHRL continued the testing of beef carcases
and meat trimmings for Shiga-toxin producing E.coli
bacteria to support the exporting of Irish beef to the US
and Canadian markets with a total of 792 carcase
swabs, 41 composite meat samples and 3
burger/minced/ground beef samples analysed. None of
the samples analysed were positive.

VPHRL carries out the microbiological analysis of water
from Food Business Operators under Department
Regulation that require the use of potable water in
their operations. A total of 339 official samples were
tested in 2019 for a range of physico-chemical and
microbiological properties. Of these 13 samples were
found to contain microbiological contamination of E.
coli, Coliforms, Faecal Enterococci and/or Clostridium
perfringens.
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In addition, VPHRL supports the certification of animal
by-products (ABP). During 2019, a total of 690 official
samples of ABP products (Petfood, Processed Animal
Protein, Tallow, Greaves) were enumerated for levels of
Enterobacteriaceae while 165 samples of
compost/digestate from composting plants were
enumerated for levels of E. coli. Results showed that 7
batches had exceeding levels.

Trichinella

Testing on 3,294 samples of porcine and 240 horse
muscle samples was carried out in 2019 as part of the
official monitoring programme, and Trichinella larvae
were not detected in all of them.

Department Laboratories Cork

The Department Laboratories Cork, located on the
Model Farm Road in Cork, provides a range of
analytical services in support of the Agri-food sector.
The main areas of testing include animal health (cattle
and pig diseases), food safety and plant health. This
work is undertaken in cooperation with relevant
control Divisions, and the Departments central
laboratory divisions at Backweston. Sample
throughput for 2019 is incorporated into the total for
each area (see section DSLs, Plant Health, Veterinary
Laboratories). Furthermore, the Laboratory Cork is
providing analytical support to Animal Health Ireland
as part of their ongoing programmes (BVD, IBR and
JDS). The Laboratory has successfully developed a
biobank facility supported by a comprehensive
database which will allow stored samples to be used
for further studies and investigations if required.
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AGRICULTURE LABORATORIES

Dairy Science Laboratories (DSL)

The Dairy Science Laboratory service comprises three
laboratories, located at Backweston, Cork and
Limerick. These provide microbiological and chemical
testing services primarily for milk/ milk product
samples taken mainly from dairy food business
operators. The work of the laboratories also underpins
the certification of dairy products for export. Ready to
eat fresh horticulture produce and water is also
analysed.

Official control samples - Microbiology

In 2019, the Dairy Science Laboratory service carried
out approximately 18,000 microbiological analyses on
11,167 samples from milk processing establishments,
liquid milk drinking plants and producersin the
horticulture sector to verify compliance with food
safety, water and animal-by-product legislation. As a
result, the following notifications were issued:

B 20 Food Safety hazard notifications

B 59 Process Hygiene criteria non-conformances

B 1 Phosphatase/peroxidase criteria non-
conformances

B 49 non-conformance reports in relation to water
samples

B 2 non-conformances reports in relation to animal-
by-products samples

B 4 non-conformance reports in relation to samples
from the processing environment

The three laboratories have Quality Management
Systems in place based on the ISO17025 standard to
meet the requirements of the National Accreditation
Board (INAB). In 2019, the laboratories continued to
maintain and extend their scopes of accreditation.

Backweston received accreditation for two additional
test methods and one extension to scope. Collectively
the three laboratories have 70 accredited test methods
across multiple matrices.
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Continued participation in inter-laboratory trials
organised by European Union Reference Laboratories
were also undertaken.

Official control samples - Chemistry

The Dairy Science Laboratories in Limerick and
Backweston conduct compositional analysis of dairy
products to verify compliance with the labelling and
marketing standards requirements set out in
Regulation (EC) No 1169/2011 and Regulation
1308/2013. In addition, DSL Backweston carries out
analysis of infant formula and follow on formula to
confirm compliance with the compositional
parameters set out in Directive 2006/141 EC.

In 2019, 647 samples were analysed to confirm
compliance with the requirements of the EU legislation
detailed above. 14 non-conformance reports in relation
to compositional analysis were reported.

National Reference Laboratory (NRL)

In 2019, the Backweston Dairy Science Laboratory
continued to operate as the National Reference
Laboratory (NRL) for Listeria monocytogenes,
Coagulase-positive staphylococci and viruses in food.

The NRL offers a molecular typing and characterisation
service for Listeria monocytogenes isolates from other
laboratories in Ireland by PCR and whole genome
sequencing analysis (WGS). In 2019, the NRL expanded
the use of WGS and obtained I1SO 17025 accreditation
for this method. WGS was carried out on Listeria
monocytogenes and Shiga-toxin E. coli (STEC). PCR
analysis was carried out on 2,950 L. monocytogenes
isolates and 249 were characterised using WGS. This
typing information is returned to the submitting
laboratories and can be of benéefit to food business
operators in tracing sources of contamination and
determining if there are persistent strains in particular
premises. It is also used to inform EFSA in cases of
international foodborne outbreaks.

The NRL also carries out analysis for the detection of
Staphylococcal enterotoxins in food, and is the only
laboratory in the country to provide this service,
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Molecular typing is also carried out to determine if CPS
isolates carry the genes necessary for enterotoxin
production and in 2019 this analysis was carried out on
21 isolates.

Pesticides, Plant Health, Feedingstuffs and
Seed Testing Laboratories

Pesticide Residues Laboratory

The Pesticide Residue Laboratory is National Reference
Laboratory for detection of pesticide residues in fruit
and vegetables, cereals, food with high fat content and
single residue methods.

In 2019, the Pesticide Residue Laboratory (PRL) carried
out the testing required under the pesticide residue
control programme agreed under the Departments’
service contract with the FSAI. The percentage of each
matrix or sample type (of the 1,601 samples received
for testing in 2019) is illustrated in the following pie-
chart.

Pesticide Residue Lab samples

To maximise efficiency the laboratory uses a
combination of multi-residue methods and single-
residue methods. The number of pesticides each
commodity is analyzed for is given below. Most of these
test method and matrix combinations are accredited to
ISO 17025 (green bars) but some are not yet fully
included within the scope of accreditation (yellow
bars).

Number of analytes per method

500
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- N - —

Fruitand Cereals Fats Milk Eggs Infant  Single
vegetables Formula Residue
Methods

Acc . Not Acc

The following is a summary of the samples analysed:
Samples >MRL % > MRL
Fruit and Vegetables 867 7 0.8
‘ Fats 325 0 0.0
Qils 10 0 0.0
Cereals 83 8 9.62
Feed 99! 0 0.0
Milk 74 0 0.0
Eggs 30 0 0.0
Babyfood 72 0 0.0
Honey 19 0 0.0
Water 22 0 0.0
B FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 54%
. FATS 20% Total = 1,601 115 0.9
oILS 1%
CEREALS 5% 1-70 feed samples were analyzed for PCB’s only as a screening method for the
presence of dioxins
. FEED 6% 2 - 5 maize samples analysed as part of an investigation were found to be
. MILK 5% above the MRL.
W eces 2% The Maximum Residues Level (MRLs) for pesticide
M srevrooD 5% residues in food were exceeded in 15 samples received
B Honey 1% during 2019.
| water 1% 44
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Pesticide Formulations Laboratory

The Pesticide Formulation Laboratory (PFL) provides
the analytical support necessary to assure the quality
of plant protection products on the Irish market. In
2019, 49 samples of plant protection products were
analysed to check that the composition of these
products complied with the authorised product
specifications. Of the samples analysed, none were out
of specification.

Samples Active Out Phys/ Out
Ingredient of Spec Chemtests of spec
49 72 0 33 1
Plant Health
Backweston:

The Plant Health Laboratory (PHL) works closely with
the Control Divisions in the area of plant health
providing an analytical service and expertise for
regulated plant pests and diseases under Regulation
(EVU) 2016/2031 and Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

In 2019, the laboratory analysed the following number

of samples:
Sample Number of Number of positives for
category samples analysed quarantine organisms
Plant pathology 848 185
samples
Entomology 247* 29
samples

*30 samples were referred to another laboratory for confirmation

Over 30 quarantine organisms were tested for within
these sample numbers.

The PHL is the National Reference Laboratory (NRL) for
the following 6 corresponding European Reference
Laboratories (EURL’s):
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Insect and mites

Bacteria,

Fungi and Oomycetes,

Viruses, viroids and phytoplasmas,
Nematodes,

Honeybee Health,

The PHL obtained its first accreditation under ISO
17025in 2019, as is now required because the new
Official Control Regulation incorporates plant health
within its scope.

Cork:

The Cork laboratory tested 1,507 plant samples for
Erwinia amylovora (cause of Fireblight disease of
Rosaceae) and 434 potato samples for Clavibacter
michiganensis sepedonicus and Ralstonia
solanacearum (cause of Ring Rot and Brown Rot of
potato). In addition, the Cork laboratory subsampled
Hymenoscyphus fraxineus (cause of Chalara/Ash
Dieback) samples.

Feedingstuffs Laboratory

The Feedingstuffs Laboratory (FSL) provides expertise
and laboratory analysis of animal feedingstuffs for
contamination by meat and bone meal and other
prohibited materials. The FSL is the designated
National Reference Laboratory (NRL) for the detection
of animal protein in feedingstuffs (NRL-AP).
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In 2019, the laboratory analysed the following samples:

Type of analysis

Presence of processed 326
animal protein (PAP).
(Commission Regulation

(EC) No 51/2013).

Presence of Prohibited material 37
(Commission Regulation
(EC) No 767/2009).

NRL interlab and proficiency in 63
compliance with Article 12 and

Article 33 of Regulation (EC)

No. 882/2004

*Not declared as pet food

The laboratory also received 13 samples of wheat and
barley destined for animal feed which were further
tested for botanical impurities by the seed testing
laboratory according to Regulation 2002/32/EC.

Continued participation in inter-laboratory trials
organised by European Union Reference Laboratories
(EURL) were also undertaken. These comprised of
microscopy and molecular trials for routine
feedingstuffs matrices but also for the first time, fish
feed containing commercial insect feed. The laboratory
was also involved in the review and drafting of the
revised Commission Regulation (EC) No 51/2013 ANNEX
[l'in collaboration with the EURL-AP and NRL network.

The feedingstuffs laboratory is a member of IAG -
International Association for Feedingstuffs Analysis
and in 2019 the attention of the group moved to
microplastics in feed.
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Number of samples analysed

Number of samples
over the limit of detection

*1

08

N/A

Projects & Special Investigations:

“Investigation into the impact that milk-based
ingredients have on the detection of prohibited animal
proteins in feed. The research was based upon the
reliability of the quantitative PCR method to examine
feed for the presence of animal DNA.”

Investigation of muscle fragments of insects.

Seed Testing

The Seed Testing Laboratory (STL) provides a seed
testing service to Control Divisions within the
Department, seed merchants, farmers, growers and
forest nurseries. It is accredited by the International
Seed Testing Association (ISTA). Most agricultural and
horticultural seeds are required to meet minimum legal
standards for germination, analytical purity and other
seeds content before they are placed on the market.

Atotal of 7,874 seed tests, on cereals, grasses, forage
crops, oilseeds, pulses, vegetables, trees, etc were
completed during 2019. The % breakdown of the type
of tests completed is:
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Test type % of total seed tests
Germination 60%
Analytical purity 22%

Seed Health 5%

Seed viability (tetrazolium) 6%

Advisory 7%

The quality of the winter cereal seed harvested in
Ireland during 2019 was of good quality while the seed
crop from spring cereals was more variable in quality
with higher levels of reduced viability showing in
analysis.

The Seed Testing Laboratory also curates the National
Genebank in conjunction with the Crop Policy
Evaluation and Certification Division. In 2019, the STL
contributed to a regeneration and characterisation
programme of heritage cereal and crop wild relative
species. Further regeneration was completed on
heritage cereals in the STL glasshouse over the winter
months.

Crop Policy, Evaluation and Certification Division in
conjunction with the Seed Testing Laboratory
continued a regeneration programme of various
commercial crop species and of their crop wild
relatives. The Laboratory maintains the National
Cereal Seed and Crop Wild Relative Genebank.
Regeneration of seed of “heritage” barley varieties
continued in 2019 with a view to commercialisation in
tandem with a characterization programme for these
heritage cereals.

Regional Veterinary Laboratories (RVLs)

The Regional Veterinary Laboratories are a network of
small multidisciplinary veterinary diagnostic
laboratories located at Athlone, Backweston, Cork,
Kilkenny, Limerick, and Sligo. The network was
established over 50 years ago and is about to embark
on a refurbishment and redevelopment of the facilities
established at that time. These laboratories provide a
referral diagnostic and field investigation service
including post mortem examination to Irish food
animal keepers through their veterinary practitioners.
Vets refer carcasses for post mortem examination or
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samples for laboratory testing in order to confirm or
determine a diagnosis, especially in cases where a
diagnosis has not been possible on clinical grounds, or
particularly where there is a suspicion of a novel,
emerging or exotic disease or a suspicion of a zoonosis
or a threat to the food chain. Veterinary practitioners
also contact the RVLs to discuss difficult cases with the
duty veterinary research officers who can help
determine a diagnostic plan, which might include the
referral of material for post mortem or laboratory
examination, or the performance of a field
investigation by the RVL.

As well as providing assistance in reaching a diagnosis
and appropriate treatment to enhance animal welfare
and production efficiency, this service also provides an
early warning system for the detection of threats to the
food chain, exotic or novel disease and enables a
timely and effective response to them. The results and
data generated by the post mortem, laboratory testing
and field investigation work undertaken by the
Department’s Regional Veterinary Laboratories
provides animal disease surveillance data, which are
combined with similar data generated by a similar
service in Northern Ireland as an annual All-Island
Animal Disease Surveillance Report. Between the
annual reports, an illustrated digest of the highlights &
notable findings is published in the Veterinary Ireland
Journal as a monthly report, and a quarterly review of
RVL data and trends is published on the Department’s
Animal Disease Surveillance website at
http://www.animalhealthsurveillance.agriculture.gov.ie/

Other data, findings and alerts are issued through
scientific reports and papers, website posts and
articles in the veterinary and farming press.

The RVLs provide further support services in relevant
related areas such as the Department and Animal
Health Ireland’s disease eradication programmes,
wildlife surveillance, participation in regional zoonosis
committees. RVLs also provide expert input into AHI’s
Technical Working Groups, the Department’s own
species and discipline Expert Groups.
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RVL workload - 2019

Post mortems: Carcasses 5,456
Post mortems: Foetuses 2,244
Clinical pathology submissions* 11,540

* Submissions are a count of the submission of batches of samples from a farm
orincident and could comprise a single sample or several hundred

The Strategic Development of the
Laboratory Service

A Strategic Review of the Department’s Laboratories
was undertaken in 2016 as part of the Departments
ongoing commitment to ensuring that our Laboratories
are capable of meeting the current and future needs of
the organisation and its external stakeholders, the
farming community, the food industry and wider
society. This report put forward a number of
recommendations on organisational restructuring,
operational management and strategic development.
This complex programme for change has been divided
up into a series of projects across the various
laboratory divisions focusing on:

Food Chemistry

Food Microbiology
Plant Science

Animal Health

Quality Management
Regional Laboratories
LIMS

Sample Reception
Procurement and Stores
Workspace Planning

These projects are aimed at facilitating the
Laboratories in achieving greater operational efficiency
and scientific excellence while exploring opportunities
for greater synergies and more effective management
of its various activities.

In 2019, RSM Ireland completed its cost-benefit analysis
(CBA) report on proposed options for future
development of the Regional Veterinary Laboratories
(RVLs) and presented this to the Department. The
conclusions and recommendations in the CBA have
been carefully considered along with the feedback
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received from stakeholders and this has informed a
proposal on how best to redevelop the RVLs over the
coming years. Subsequently the Department
announced details of a ten year-plan that was
approved by Government for development of its
regional laboratories in early September.

The plan will involve a phased redevelopment and a
projected overall investment of €33.5 million over the
decade to the end of 2028. New laboratories will be
built in Kilkenny, Sligo, Munster (at a site between Cork
and Limerick that is yet to be selected) and Athlone.
The envisioned Munster facilities will be developed as a
centre of excellence for investigation and surveillance
of disease in dairy cattle by the end of 2026.

Some of the other significant project milestones
achieved in 2019 include:

The appointment of two new Heads of Division for the
Food Chemistry and Food Microbiology divisions. This
is the first transitional step towards two new
multidisciplinary Divisional teams for food safety
related work. Work is now continuing to draft proposals
on the configuration of work areas, roles,
responsibilities and reporting lines of staff within these
new Divisions.

A project team was established to design, procure and
develop a new Laboratory Information Management
System (LIMS 2.0). A Request for Information (RFI) to
LIMS providers was published on eTenders as the first
stage in a rigorous procurement exercise.

As part of an ongoing commitment to ensure that all
laboratory-based staff are fully aware of the range of
projects and other related activities currently on-going
within the Department’s Laboratories, the Project
Management Office organised a very successful and
informative “Open Day” Session.
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Rural Development Programme 2014 -2020
(RDP)

The Programme is part of the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) and is co-funded by the EU’s European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and
the national exchequer. Ireland’s 2014-2020 RDP was
formally adopted by the EU Commission in May 2015
and contains a suite of extensive measures that
support the farming sectors and support community
led local development.

EU support for the RDP through the EAFRD amounts to
€2.19 billion over the 7-year Programme lifespan. This
EU funding is supplemented by exchequer funding to
bring the total support available under the RDP to
€4.146 billion. The RDP measures are designed to meet
the three overriding objectives for RDP funding set out
in EU legislation:

Enhancing the competitiveness of the agri-food sector;
Achieving more sustainable management of natural
resources; and,

Ensuring more balanced development of rural areas
and economies.
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Rural Development Programme (RDP)- Mid-term Evaluation

All the RDP schemes are fully operational. In 2018, a
number of amendments were made to the programme.
Specifically, an additional €25 million for the Areas of
Natural Constraint (ANC) Scheme was approved.
Changes to GLAS (agri-environment scheme) actions to
address the fodder shortage due to adverse weather
conditions. The Organic Farming Scheme welcomed 60
new applicants into the Scheme in 2019.

Ireland has performed very well in terms of
implementation of the Rural Development Programme.
Ireland’s drawdown of EU Funds represented 79% in the
2014-2019 period, the second highest in the EU and
compares well to an EU average of 58%. The Programme
is fully operational with most measures/schemes
running at optimum level; based on current projections,
the programme is expected to drawdown all EU funding
by the end of the Programme.

A mid-term evaluation of the programme was
conducted by Indecon International Economic
Consultantsin 2019, and the full report is available on
the Department website. The report noted the positive
impact of the Programme on the rural economy,
acknowledging its role in supporting rural
employment, enhancing competitiveness, maintaining
the rural landscape, and supporting positive actions for
the climate and environment.
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National Rural Network (NRN)

The establishment of a NRN is an EU legislative
requirement as part of Ireland’s Rural Development
Programme and is funded through the technical
assistance budget. Irish Rural Link, in partnership with
the Wheel, NUI Galway and Philip Farrelly and Co., is
the Network Support Unit which operates the NRN. The
role of the NRN is to:

B Increase the involvement of stakeholders in the
implementation of the Rural Development
Programme;

B Improve the quality of implementation of the Rural
Development Programme;

B inform the broader public and potential
beneficiaries on rural development policy and
funding opportunities;

B Foster innovation in agriculture, food production,
forestry and rural areas.

e
nd
National Rural Network

The NRN cooperates with the European Network for
Rural Development by participating at meetings and
exchanges at EU level, providing examples of projects,
good practices and information for network statistics,
amongst numerous other engagements. The European
dimension of the network is seen as providing key
opportunities and best practice examples of rural
development and innovation that could be examined
and replicated within the Irish context. Further details
on the work of both networks, including case studies,
research, networks, newsletters, are available on the
NRN and ENRD websites.
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Green Low-Carbon Agri-Environment
Scheme

Over 50,000 participants were approved into GLAS
under GLAS 1,2 and 3. The target level of participation
set in the Rural Development Programme (RDP) was
exceeded well ahead of schedule. GLAS provides
support to farmers aimed at encouraging actions that
promote biodiversity, protect water quality and combat
climate change. GLAS has a range of over 30 actions
available for selection by participants in consultation
with their Advisor. The maximum annual payment
available to participants in this five year scheme is
€5,000 under the general scheme, with provision for
payment of up to €7,000 (known as GLAS+) where the
participant is required to give exceptional
environmental commitments in a limited number of
cases. Over €797 million has been issued to GLAS
participants to date.

Targeted Agricultural Modernisation
Schemes (TAMS)

The TAMS Il suite of measures under the RDP opened in
2015 and remains open on a tranche by tranche basis.
Payments were made throughout 2019 as approved
works were completed and payment claims submitted
to the online system. The measures available under
TAMS include: -

M. Young Farmers’ Capital Investment Scheme

Low Emission Slurry Spreading Equipment Scheme
Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient Storage
Scheme

Dairy Equipment Scheme

Pig and Poultry Investment Scheme

Organic Capital Investment Scheme

ATillage Capital Investment Scheme opened in
March 2017.

Payments of €76.5 million issued in 2019.
Locally-led Schemes

These schemes promote local solutions to specific
environmental issues and complement the much more
broadly-based GLAS measure under the RDP 2014-
2020.
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The Burren Programme is an established five-year agri-
environment scheme which currently has 328
participants. The Burren Programme is widely seen as a
benchmark for environmentally focused farming in
Europe. It encompasses both results-based habitat
management and complementary non-productive
capital investment site works.

The primary objectives of the Programme are:

B To ensure the sustainable agricultural management
of high nature value farmland in the Burren;

B To contribute to the positive management of the
Burren landscape and its cultural heritage;

B To contribute to improvements in water quality and
water usage efficiency.

In 2019, approximately €1.36 million of payments were
issued to farmers.

The Hen Harrier Programme was launched in 2017
and will run for five years. Its main area of focus are the
farmers managing the habitats in the six Hen Harrier
SPAs. The project currently has 1,524 farmers accepted
into the Programme.

2019 was a very successful year for hen harriers - the 56
confirmed pairs in the SPAs reared at least 81 chicks.
This was the highest number for 14 years. The gains
were most pronounced in Kerry where one pair raised
an almost unprecedented 5 chicks.

The program developed a Nest Protection Method
Statement to ensure activities follow all legal, welfare
and wildlife guidance and adhere to best practice. The
Nest Protection Officers contracted to the Programme
operate under licence from National Parks & Wildlife
Service and in accordance with an approved Nest
Protection Method Statement.

A number of Innovation schemes were also developed
by the programme these include:

Tackling Nutritional Deficits in Upland Cattle Grazing
The Hen Harrier Project partnered with Dawn Meats
and Devenish Nutrition to develop and demonstrate
new techniques for tackling nutritional deficits in cattle
grazing in the uplands and to give farmers tools for
influencing animal behaviour and forage utilisation
patterns.

53

Wildfire Resilience

Following the severe fires in the Slieve Bloom Mountains
in 2018, the Hen Harrier Project liaised with local fire
services to develop a plan for fire-fighting operations in
the SPA areas. Overall Hen Harrier productivity in the
Slieve Blooms was down considerably compared to the
previous year. In 2018, 16 chicks were fledged, this fell to
5in 2019. This represented a serious fall in what had
previously been one of the most productive areas within
the SPA network. A repeat of this type of fire would pose
a serious risk to the Hen Harriers Projects objectives. The
Project Manager attended the Wildfire Lessons Learned
Seminar.

Local Actions

This fund provides support for actions which are
neither admin payments to the team or farmer
payments and could not be delivered through an
individual farm plan. Itincludes nest protection
officers who are employed for the summer months
usually, bird monitoring staff who check on the health
of the nests after the breeding season, field trials and
pilots that are used to test possible actions.

This fund also includes Local Action Grants which are
micro grants open to farmers, schools, clubs,
community groups and others. This funding is part of a
hearts and minds approach, that serves to
demonstrate that the Hen Harrier is a local resource,
the value of which is shared by the entire community.

Up to the end of December 2019 over €4.6 million was
issued to farmers with a further €223,000 paid in local
actions.

The Pearl Mussel Project signed a contract with the
Department in 2018 will run until December 2023. The
Minister for Agriculture Michael Creed officially
launched the Programme in Ardgroom on March 29th
2019. The total area of farmland under contract in the
Programme is 21,405ha, which is 53% of farmland
across all catchments.

The aim of this voluntary programme is to develop a
results-based agri-environmental programme to
ensure the long-term co-existence of freshwater pearl
mussel populations and farming in the top eight
freshwater pearl mussel catchments in Ireland. As the
project was being designed, consultation with
landowners in each catchment area was a key aspect.
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This encouraged stakeholder buy-in and ensured that
the expertise, advice, and concerns of farmers in the
target catchment areas were incorporated into the
Programme at an early stage.

During the development of the project programme
some fundamental features were adopted to overcome
the challenges presented by the aquatic target species
and to ensure that participating farmers are adequately
incentivised:

B Quality of terrestrial habitats is used as a result
indicator subject to adjustment following a 'whole-
farm assessment’.

B The 'whole-farm assessment' focuses on
watercourse condition and nutrient and farmyard
management. The assessment result influences
final payment thereby creating a major incentive to
improve watercourse and farmyard and nutrient
management.

B Lower scoring plots are paid at the highest payment
rates. This approach incentivises farmers to
improve the management of their lowest scoring
plots.

B Floodplain payment is incorporated to reflect the
importance of these features to the conservation of
freshwater pearl-mussel.

B Farmyard management. The assessment result
influences final payment thereby creating a major
incentive to improve watercourse and farmyard and
nutrient management.

B Lower scoring plots are paid at the highest payment
rates. This approach incentivises farmers to
improve the management of their lowest scoring
plots.

B Floodplain payment is incorporated to reflect the
importance of these features to the conservation of
freshwater pearl-mussel.

Environmental monitoring during the first year of the
Programme focussed on developing a robust baseline
dataset of farm habitats and watercourses. The PMP
team surveyed a large proportion of farms during the
2019 field season with a view to developing a baseline
and inform score verification on the advisor submitted
data. The PMP provided a detailed mapping and
characterisation of all watercourses on participating
farms.
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The PMP team have produced an extensive list of
publications, all of which can be viewed and
downloaded on the project website.

In 2019, 342 farmers were accepted into the project
with further contract offers expected to be made in
2020. Up to the end of December 2019 over €664,000
was issued to farmers.

The European Innovation Partnership (EIP) initiative
funds co-operation between different stakeholders
including farmers, researchers, advisors and
businesses who form an Operational Group, to identify
innovative solutions to particular challenges.

It was developed to respond to challenges at a local
level by stimulating and developing innovative
approaches in dealing with environmental issues.

One of the important aspects of the whole EIP initiative
is its place in the local community and to encourage
innovation at a local level. The farmers are an integral
part of the process and with researchers, scientists and
advisors come together in Operational Groups to
address a specific local environmental issue.

The benéefit of all these EIPs will not just be confined to
their regions - the EIPs will essentially road-test ideas
and practices that can be disseminated to other
farmers and thereby enable improved productivity,
enhanced resource efficiency and more sustainable
farming practices.

A fund of €24 million was set aside for the EIP projects
which were selected from two competitive open calls.
The Department received over 170 project proposals of
which 12 projects were selected for implementation
from the first call and a further 9 from the second call.
These projects cover a wide range of topics including
organic production, pollinators, water quality, flood
management, biodiversity, soils, and farming in an
archaeological landscape and targeting un-utilised
agricultural biomass.

Through the selected 21 projects, the EIP Initiative has
generated great interest throughout Ireland in the
possibilities it affords. The variety of projects
demonstrates commitment of people from all parts of
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the country to address the challenges in the agri-food
sector, to refocus on biodiversity and deal with climate
change.

In 2019, in conjunction with the National Rural
Network, the EIP-AGRI booklet, posters and interactive
database were designed and produced. This booklet
sets out the activities and background of each of the
successful EIP-AGRI projects.

Up to the end of December 2019, over €207,000 worth
of payments was issued to farmers.

Traditional Farm Buildings Scheme

The Heritage Council administers the GLAS Traditional
Farm Buildings Grant Scheme for the conservation and
repair of traditional farm buildings and other related
structures on behalf of the Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine. The principal objective of this
scheme is to ensure those traditional farm buildings
and other related structures that contribute to the
character of the landscape, and are of significant
heritage value, are conserved for agricultural use. In
2019, payments of €1.136 million were issued to 76
applicants to carry out works on these structures.

Cross Compliance Checks

EU cross compliance requires that farmers must
comply with 13 Statutory Management Requirements
(SMRs) and 7 Good Agricultural and Environmental
Condition (GAEC) standards, relating to:

B Environment, climate change and good agricultural
condition of land

B Public, animal and plant health

B Animal welfare

B Good agricultural and environmental conditions.

These requirements are monitored by mandatory
inspections on between 1-3% of farms annually and are
an effective means of protecting the environment and
ensuring that farmers comply with a wide range of
public goods regulations concerned with food and
animal welfare. In 2019, a total of 1,410 Full Cross
Compliance and 4,915 Animal Identification and
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Registration inspections were carried out in respect of
the 1%-3% requirement for Cross Compliance
inspections.

Direct Payments

In 2019, over €1,162 million was paid to almost 122,000
farmers under the 2019 Basic Payment Scheme and
over €241 million was paid to 96,600 applicants under
the 2019 Areas of Natural Constraints scheme. These
direct payments to farmers in 2019 were paid within
the service delivery targets of the Farmers Charter and
Action Plan. 2019 Scheme year payments continued in
2020.

Beef Data and Genomics Programme
(BDGP)

The Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) was
approved as an agri environment scheme under the
Rural Development Programme. It was launched in
April 2015. Funding of €300m was allocated for the
programme which runs for 6 years from 2015. In 2017
BDGP Il was launched to cover the period 2017 - 2022.

It is expected that through the use of genotyping and
data collection that farmers will be more easily able to
identify the best breeding stock from which to source
their replacement animals and that the selection of
these higher quality animals will ultimately lead to a
reduction in emissions from the agricultural sector in
Ireland.

For 2019, 24,011 farmers continued to participate in
BDGP | and Il. Payments amounting to €38.2m issued to
21,361 participants in December 2019 in respect of the
2019 scheme year. Payments will continue as herds
become eligible.

A Spending Review on the BDGP was also published in
July 2019 (https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/5915ad-
spending-review/), finding that early indications across
productivity and environmental performance were
positive, and the collection of data would greatly
enhance the ability of the sector to improve the longer
term.
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Knowledge Transfer Programme

Ireland’s Rural Development Programme includes a
provision for a Knowledge Transfer programme which
is informed by experience with previous discussion
groups including the Beef Technology Adoption
Programme (BTAP). The three year Programme which
commenced in 2016 and concluded in 2019 moved
away from the task-based approach of previous
schemes and focused on key policy priorities including
profitability, environmental sustainability, breeding
and herd health. One to one engagement between the
KT Facilitator and farmer was complemented by group
discussion and the sharing of experience and
information between participants.

Approx 18,000 farmers participated in Year Three of the
Programme attending meetings and producing a Farm
Improvement plan with their approved Knowledge
Transfer Facilitator. This Farm Improvement Plan
included animal health measures completed with an
approved private veterinary practitioner. Year Three of
the Scheme concluded end of July 2019. Payments are
ongoing approx. €12.7 million issued to participants
across all 6 Knowledge Transfer sectors and a further
€9.5 million issued to Facilitators in 2019.
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Customer Service

Table below indicates the progress achieved on the targets specified in the Customer Service Action Plan.
Achievement of service delivery targets is predicated on correct scheme requirements and documentation being

available.

2019 Performance on Customer Service Delivery Targets

SERVICE TARGET DELIVERY TIME

Basic Payment Scheme

Areas of Natural Constraints

Beef Data and Genomics
Programme

TAMS

EU Regulations provide that
payments shall be made once a
year within the period 1
December to 30 June of the
following year. However, EU
regulations also allowed for 70%
advance payments from 16.10.19.
Balancing payments commenced
on 1.12.19

In 2019, advance payments under
the Scheme were due to
commence in mid September,
with balancing payments
commencing at the start of
December.

Payments for a scheme year to
commence in December of the
scheme year.

Issue of approval following
receipt of valid application within
3 months.

Approval for payment following
receipt of notice of completion of
works and valid supporting
documents within 3 months.

Issue of payment following

approval for payment within 6
weeks.
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2019 PERFORMANCE

Advance payments commenced
on 16.10.2019 with balancing
payments commencing on
December. By end 2019 €1.162
billion had been paid to over 99%
of applicants.

Advance payments under the
2019 ANC scheme commenced,
on schedule, during the week
commencing 16 September 2019
with 79,000 farmers being paid
€168.5 million. Balancing
payments commenced at the start
of December.

As at 31 December 2019 €241
million had been paid to 96,600
applicants.

Payments amounting to €38.2
million issued to 21,361
participants in December 2019

100%
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SERVICE TARGET DELIVERY TIME

Forest Service Grant Schemes

Forestry Premium Scheme

Compensation - Bovine TB
Eradication and Brucellosis
Monitoring Schemes

BSE Scrapie

Rice

Import licenses
Milk & Milk Products
Export licence

Import licences

Tariff quota for unspecified
countries of origin

Non-quota preferential licence

Tariff quota licence for specified
countries

General import licences

Annual bulk payment for
premium schemes run in April but
payments continue throughout
the year.

TB and Brucellosis compensation
to be paid within 3 weeks of the
date of receipt of the required
correct documentation or of
eligibility as per terms and
conditions.

BSE Compensation - 100% paid
within 21 days of receipt of
completed documentation.
Scrapie Compensation - 100%
paid within 21 days of receipt of
final documents.

24 hours

24 hours

5 working days

5 working days

5 working days

1 working day
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2019 PERFORMANCE

€25.9m million paid in January
2019 as part of the first bulk
premium run in respect of 6,850
online applications.

€15.3 million paid in April 2019
bulk premium run (paper forms) in
respect of 5,117 applications.

The total value of the 18,831
annual forest premiums paid in
2019 amounted to €64.4 million.
55% of premium applications were
made on-line.

96.7% of Reactor Grant Valuation
compensation payments were made
within 3 weeks of receipt of all the
required documentation and over
99% were made within 8 weeks.

96.8% of Income Supplement,
Depopulation and Hardship Grant
payments were made within 3
weeks of receipt of the required
documentation and over 99% were
made within 8 weeks.

All applicants paid within the
required time-frame.

No applications

100%

100%
100%

100%

100%

100%

100%



Scheme Operations

Tables below give operational details on the main
schemes operated by the Department in 2019.

Scheme Applications Applications Payments made*

received in 2019 processed in 2019 €M

Basic Payment Scheme/Greening 122,558 121,575 1,162
Areas of Natural Constraints 104,474 96,600 241
Afforestation Grant 1,464 1,485 16.13
Forestry Premium 21,946 21,600 64.35
(Afforestation Scheme)

Early Retirement 0 0 0.184
TB and Brucellosis Compensation 4,692 4,471 17.7
BSE Compensation 9 8 0.008
Scrapie Compensation 0 0 0
Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) 0 21,361 38.2
Investment Aid for Commercial Horticulture 167 167 5,834
Organic Farming Scheme 0 1,558 9,388
Scheme of Organic Grant Aid 4 5 0.133
TAMS (exc. Bioenergy) 11,001 6,187 76.5
Sheep Welfare Scheme (represents 19,735 18,489 14.9

advance payment at 85%)
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Provide the optimum

policy framework

for the sustainable development
of the agri-food sector.




EU Interactions

EU Interactions

Romania and Finland shared the role of the President
of the Council of the European Union in 2019 -
Romania from January to June, and, Finland from July
to December. The key issue discussed by Member
States, including Ireland, throughout 2019 was the
ongoing negotiation of the Common Agricultural Policy
post 2020.

Other key issues discussed during 2019 included the
Bioeconomy Strategy; international trade issues in
particular the EU-Mercosur Free Trade Agreement and
the consequences of the Airbus-Boeing WTO dispute
for the EU agri-food sector; EU-African Union co-
operation; forestry related matters such as the
European Commission’s Communication on Stepping
up EU action to protect and restore the world’s forests,
and the EU Forest Strategy post 2020. In addition, the
new President of the European Commission launched
the European Green Deal in December, which is a cross-
cutting sectoral policy initiative with the aim of
achieving a climate neutral economy by 2050.

In late 2019, the Commission proposed two CAP
Transitional Regulations with the aim to provide legal
certainty for farmers and Member States on the
continuity of Direct Payments and payments under the
Rural Development Programme beyond 2020.

In addition, the Commission approved a seventh
amendment to Ireland’s 2014-2020 Rural Development
Programme approving two alterations to current
LEADER arrangements.

The Commission published its proposals for an EU
Green Deal which aims to strengthen EU ambitions for
climate action through a climate law and aims for
several new complimenting strategies such as farm to
fork, biodiversity and circular economy.
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EU Institutional Changes

European Parliamentary Elections

The European Parliamentary Elections took place
between 23 - 26 May. The newly elected MEP’s,
including 11 Irish MEP’s, took up their seats in the
European Parliament on 2 July 2019. As a result of the
UK'’s withdrawal from the EU, Member States gained
additional MEP’s. Ireland gained two extra MEP’s,
however, they will not take their seats in the European
Parliament until 1 February 2020 i.e. after the UK’s
withdrawal from the EU on 31 January 2020.

One of the first tasks of the new European Parliament
was to elect a new President of the European
Commission. The successful candidate was Urusla von
der Leyen who took over from Jean Claude Juncker.

New European Commission

The new European Commission came into effect on 1
December 2019. President von der Leyen appointed
three Executive Vice Presidents, all charged with
responsibility for a broad thematic area of the
Commission’s work programme. These three thematic
areas are also identified as the President’s key
priorities:-

M Frans Timmermans, Executive Vice-President for
the European Green Deal - with responsibility for
climate related issues, including the strategy for
sustainable food, the circular economy and the
introduction of climate related tax policies;

B Margrethe Vestager, Executive Vice-President to
make the European Union fit for the digital age;

M Valdis Dombrovskis, Executive Vice-President for
economic and financial affairs, with a focus on
inclusivity.

The new College of Commissioners also came into
effect on 1 December 2019, following approval by the
European Parliament. Each Commissioner was
assigned responsibility for specific policy areas by the
President of the European Commission. The new
Commissioner for Agriculture is Polish Commissioner,
Janusz Wojciechowski.
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Also in 2019, there have been leadership changes to the
other EU Insitutions, the European Council and the
European Parliament:-

B Charles Michel has taken over from Donald Tusk as
President of the European Council;

B David Sassoli replaced Antonio Tajani as President
of the European Parliament.

Brexit

Work continued in 2019 to respond to the UK’s decision
to leave the European Union. The main impact of the
Brexit vote on the sector was the effect of sterling
volatility on those businesses that have a significant
trading relationship with the UK, and this drop in
currency value continues to have a negative impact.
The medium to longer term threats from Brexit include
the possible introduction of tariffs on trade between
the EU and UK, potential divergences in regulations
and standards between both countries post-Brexit and
the introduction of regulatory controls on trade
between the EU and the UK.

The Withdrawal Agreement and Political Declaration
were agreed between the EU27 and Prime Minister May
in June 2018. This was subject to ratification by the
European Parliament and the UK Parliament. However,
the original Withdrawal Agreement was not ratified by
the UK Parliament. Therefore, in October 2019 a
Revised Withdrawal Agreement and Political
Declaration was agreed between the EU 27 and Prime
Minister Johnson. This was subsequently ratified by
both the European and UK Parliaments.

In order to keep Member States appraised of Ireland’s
concerns on the impact of Brexit on the agri-food and
fisheries sectors, Minister Creed continued his
engagement with his EU counterparts in 2019. During
the year he met with his counterparts from Belgium,
Denmark, France, Germany, Poland, Spain, Portugal,
Slovakia, Luxembourg, Lithuania, Slovenia and The
Netherlands. The purpose of these engagements was
to ensure the Withdrawal Agreement would be ratified
and that meaningful negotiations would get underway
as soon as possible. He highlighted the specific areas
of interest to the Irish agri-food sector and kept them
fully abreast of the impacts a no-deal Brexit would have
on the agri-food sector in Ireland.
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Minister Creed also met regularly with Commissioners
Hogan and Vella to discuss the potential impact of
Brexit on the agri-food and fisheries sectors and to
stress the need for the Commission to be ready to
deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential
impacts on farmers and processors. Minister Creed also
held a meeting with Mr. Robert Goodwill M.P., the UK
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

CAP post 2020

The legislative proposals for the next CAP 2021-27,
continued to be discussed under the Romanian and
Finnish Presidencies in 2019. The Romanian
Presidency pressed strongly for a Partial General
Approach and engaged with Member States intensively
on this. However, due to the complex nature of the
proposals and the number of outstanding issues raised
by Member States, the Romanian Presidency instead
presented at their final Agri-Fish Council in June, a
Progress Report which set out the work done during
their Presidency and the state of play with each of the
draft Regulations.

In June the Romanian Presidency invited Member
States to submit written comments on the draft
Regulations which were then provided to the Finnish
Presidency. Ireland submitted a full position on all
three draft Regulations.

At the outset of their Presidency, the Finns undertook
at the very least to present revised consolidated texts
for all three draft Regulations. At best, they hoped to
achieve a General Approach at Council, however, this
was very much dependent on the parallel budgetary
negotiation process on the Multiannual Financial
Framework (MFF) post 2020.

The Finnish Presidency made great efforts to address
Member States concerns, in particular, with regard to
the New Delivery Model reporting system and the
increased climate and environmental ambition.
Despite their best efforts, it was not possible for the
Finns to achieve Council General Approach and at
December Agri-Fish Council they presented a Progress
Report which set out the work done to date on the CAP
proposals.
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The Finns prepared consolidated revised text on all
three draft regulations. Two of the Regulations - the
Horizontal Regulation (financing, managing and
monitoring) and the Amending Regulation (amending
the current CMO Regulation) are considered to be
largely stable. However, it was accepted that there are
elements within each of these Regulations that cannot
be fully agreed until the MFF negotiation process has
been concluded.

The CAP Strategic Plan Regulation has proved the most
problematic for Member States to consider and there
are many outstanding issues that will need to be
resolved before agreement can be achieved.

Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF)
post-2020

Both the Romanian and Finnish Presidencies sought to
advance the MFF post 2020 proposals as far as possible
in the hope of reaching a consensus. Agreement on the
MFF proposals is a matter for Heads of State and
Government, followed by adoption by the Council of
Ministers with the consent of the European Parliament.

Despite holding extensive discussions with Member
States, the Romanian Presidency could not bridge the
diverging views amongst Member States on the
appropriate level of the budget. In December, the
Finnish Presidency presented a revised proposal with
updated figures for Member States to consider.
However, agreement could not be reached.

The President of the European Council, Charles Michel,
has taken over responsibility of the MFF post 2020
negotiation process and has planned to organise
technical and political bilateral meetings with Member
States in an effort to reach agreement during 2020.

Common Fisheries Policy Reform

Areport on the functioning of the Common Fisheries
Policy (CFP) is due to be submitted by the Commission
to the European Parliament and the Council by the end
of 2022. The overarching goal of this policy is to ensure
that fishing and aquaculture are environmentally,
economically and socially sustainable, thus resulting in
a competitive and viable seafood sector for all. Key
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features of this policy include achieving the maximum
sustainable yield (MSY) rate for all fish stocks in all
cases by 2020 as well as a discards ban (Landing
Obligation) which was phased in over the period 2015
to 20109.

Implementation of the key elements of the CFP
continued throughout 2019 at both EU and national
level. The multi-annual plan for demersal stocks in the
Western Waters, which is extremely important from an
Irish perspective, came into full effect early in 2019. The
2020 deadline for MSY ensured quotas, where sufficient
scientific advice was available, were set at levels that
ensure long term sustainability in line with the MSY
principle.

The discard ban or landing obligation, which is another
key element of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), was
phased in over a number of years and fully
implemented in 2019. The North West Waters Regional
Group of Member States, (Ireland, Belgium, France, UK,
Netherlands and Spain) set up to manage fisheries at a
regional level, met regularly throughout 2019 to
discuss various implementation issues and to work on
additional measures following the full implementation.

Fishing opportunities or TACs (Total Allowable Catches)
negotiated at the December 2019 Agriculture and
Fisheries Council were negotiated and fixed in line with
the MSY objective. The Minister secured 195,000 tonnes
of quotas worth €275 million for Irish fishermen for
2020.

Bioeconomy Strategy

The Bioeconomy Strategy has been discussed on an
ongoing basis at EU level since 2018. During 2019, the
discussions intensified, culminating in the adoption of
Council Conclusions on the Strategy. The Strategy
applies a cross-sectoral holistic approach, with aims to
connect the potential of renewable natural resources;
the needs of society; and, to protect, maintain and
restore eco-systems and biodiversity. The Council
Conclusions also includes references to the CAP, in
particular, the potential use of CAP rural development
instruments namely EIP-AGRI, AKIS and LEADER to
support the deployment of a local sustainable and
circular bioeconomy.
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Market Situation

The market situation across the various agricultural
sectors continued to be monitored during 2019. The
early part of 2019 saw the remainder of SMP stocks in
public intervention offered for sale through the
invitation to tender procedure which resulted in all
stock being sold out of public storage by March 2019.

Forestry Sector
During 2019 the Council of the European Union

M adopted Conclusions on the Mid-term Review of the
EU Forest Strategy,

B adopted Conclusions on the Communication on
Stepping up EU Action to Protect and Restore the
World’s Forests and

B endorsed the Ministerial Katowice Declaration on
Forests for the Climate.

Themes covered in the conclusions on the Mid-term
Review of the EU Forest Strategy include, among
others, Sustainable Forest Management, climate
change mitigation and adaptation, ecosystem services,
rural development, addressing deforestation and forest
degradation as well as nature conservation. The role of
afforestation and need for on-going availability of
funding is also addressed in the text.

The conclusions on the Communication on Stepping up
EU Action to Protect and Restore the World’s Forests:
noted that current actions are not enough to halt
deforestation and forest degradation;

endorsed the objectives and scope of the European
Commission’s Communication, which sets out to
protect and improve the health of forests (especially
primary forests) as well as to significantly increase
sustainable, biodiverse forest coverage worldwide;
and called for coherent implementation spanning its
five priority areas.

The Council of the European Union formally endorsed
the Ministerial Katowice Declaration on Forests for the
Climate in September 2019. The declaration includes a
pledge to accelerate action to ensure the enhanced
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contribution of forests and forest products to support
achieving the long-term goal of the Paris Agreement.
Continued action from stakeholders is also
encouraged.

Climate Action

The new Governance Regulation (EU) 2018/1999
includes the requirement for Member States to draw up
integrated National Energy and Climate Plans for 2021
to 2030 outlining how to achieve the ESR, LULUCF and
RED Il targets and submit to the European Commission
by the end of 2019. Ireland maintained a whole of
Government position regarding engagement with the
process and will continue to work with colleagues
across the various Government Departments.
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World Trade Organisation (WTO)

There was no outcome on the Agriculture file at MC11
in 2017 and there has been no significant change in
WTO members’ positions since. However, there is
pressure to have an Agriculture item on the agenda for
MC12 in 2020.

Free Trade Agreements - FTAs

Negotiations continued on a range of FTAs between the
EU and third countries.

EU-US

In July 2018, the EU and the US began talks on a limited
trade deal which would see the elimination of tariffs on
industrial goods only. The US administration requested
agriculture’sinclusion in the negotiations. However,
Ireland supported the EU Commission position that
agriculture should remain excluded from the scope of
any future agreement with the US per the agreement
by then EU Commission President Juncker and
President Trump.

On 11 January 2019, the US published its negotiating
objectives for these trade negotiations. On 18 January
2019, the EU Commission published its draft
negotiating Directives for EU Council approval to
commence trade negotiations with the US, excluding
agriculture. On 14 March 2019, the EU Parliament
considered its non-binding resolution for commencing
talks with the US and issued a “no opinion” on the
negotiations. The European Parliament will have a
binding vote on the approval of any final Free Trade
Agreement. The Council of the EU approved two
mandates on 15 April 2019 for an agreement on (1) the
elimination of tariffs for industrial goods and on (2)
conformity assessment.

Airbus-Boeing WTO dispute: impact on the agri-food
sector

The US and EU have been in a long-running dispute
regarding subsidies to their respective major Aircraft
manufacturers, Airbus (EU) and Boeing (US). Both sides
have submitted two individual cases to the WTO for
adjudication. The WTO Appellate Body has passed
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judgement on both with the EU and US being found at
fault. The arbitration ruling outlining the tariffs that can
be imposed by the US on the EU were announced on
2nd October 2019. The equivalent parallel ruling
permitting EU tariffs to be applied to US imports is due
in 2020.

The WTO arbitration ruling of 2 October 2019 set the
maximum level of tariffs the US may apply on EU
exports to the US at $7.496 billion. The US
subsequently published a list of EU imports to the US
which it applied tariffs from 18th October 2019. In the
case of Irish exports to the US, the tariff rate was 25%
ad valorem. This will have a significant effect on a
number of our high value exports to the US, including
liqueurs, butter and certain cheeses. Discussions will
continue into 2020 with a view to reaching a fair and
balanced agreement between the US and EU.

Autonomous ‘EU 481 grain fed beef’ quota

In 2019, the European Commission reached an
agreement with the US on the autonomous ‘EU 481
grain fed beef’ quota which was initially set up to
resolve a hormone use dispute between the EU, US and
Canada. The existing hormone-free beef quota of
45,000 tonnes remains at the same level, the change
being that 35,000 tonnes of quota will be “ring fenced”
for the US. This US allocation is being phased in over a
seven year period. The Agreement enters into force on
the 1st of January 2020.

Canada CETA

In 2017, the European Parliament gave its consent for
CETA and the agreement provisionally entered into
force. As such, most of the agreement now applies. The
agreement will enter fully into force when all EU MS
parliaments have ratified the agreement. To date 12 EU
Member States have ratified CETA: Austria, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Malta, Portugal, Spain and Sweden. The
overall outcome is satisfactory from Ireland’s
perspective - although increased access to the EU
market was granted for Canadian beef, greater access
to the Canadian market for EU beef and dairy products
(notably cheese) was also secured.



International Interactions

EU MERCOSUR

Twenty years of negotiations concluded on 28 June
2019 with the announcement of a political agreement
on the EU-Mercosur Free Trade Agreement. The
agreement includes a significant Tariff Rate Quota for
beef - 99,000 tonnes Carcass Weight Equivalent imports
to the EU. To assist farmers with any market
disturbance challenges from the deal, the Commission
is making a fund of €1billion available.

The agreement includes quotas for EU exports of
cheese, milk powders and infant formula, as well as full
liberalisation of spirits, chocolate and other goods,
thus providing opportunities for Irish exporters. The
agreement also provides that Mercosur countries are
required to establish legal guarantees protecting 357
EU Geographical Indications (Gls) including Irish
Whiskey and Irish Cream Liquer.

The Agreement includes detailed chapters on
Sustainability and Sanitary Phyto-Sanitary (SPS)
standards. The SPS chapter ensures Mercosur countries
must uphold strict EU rules and standards on food
safety, plant health and animal health and welfare,
protecting EU consumer’s interests.

In 2019, the Taoiseach requested an independent
review on the impact of the agreement on Ireland.
Following a tender process, an Economic and
Sustainability Impact Assessment of the EU-Mercosur
Trade Deal is being carried out on the EU Mercosur
Agreement. A final report is expected in August 2020.
The Commission is also carrying out a “Sustainability
Impact Assessment” on the proposed FTA’s impact on
the EU. Their final report is expected in mid 2020. The
outcome of both studies will inform Ireland’s approach
to ratification of the agreement.

The political agreement is currently undergoing legal
scrubbing and translation. It is expected, the
agreement will be presented to the Trade Council in Q4
2020. The provisional application of the aspects of the
Agreement which the Commission has exclusive
competence (including trade) will require the
agreement of the Trade Council (Qualified Majority
Voting) and ratification by the European Parliament.
The proposed phasing-in of the beef tariff rate quota
will be over a period of five years, therefore it could
take six years before the agreement is fully in place.
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The formal ratification process for the wider Agreement
- which requires ratification by individual Member
States because it is one that contains elements which
fall under both EU exclusive competence and Member
State competence - is likely to prove challenging at
both European and National Parliament levels.

EU/African Union co-operation

Task Force on Rural Africa

The European Commission established the Task Force
on Rural Africa in May 2018, with the aim of providing
recommendations on how to strengthen the African
rural sector and maximise the role of the EU in creating
jobs and fostering economic development in the
African agriculture, agribusiness and agro-industries.
The work of the Task Force is part of the wider set of
actions launched by the Commission in the framework
of the 'Africa-Europe Alliance for Sustainable
Investment and Jobs".

In March 2019, the Task Force Rural Africa reported to
the Commission on how best to contribute to
sustainable development and job creation in Africa’s
agri-food sector and rural economy, and recommended
the following four strategic areas for action:-

1. Aterritorial approach forincome and job creation;

2. Sustainable land and natural resources
management and climate action;

3. Sustainable transformation of African agriculture;

4. Development of the African food industry and
markets actions.

EU-Singapore

On 16 May 2017, the European Court of Justice (ECJ)
ruled that the Singapore agreement could not be
ratified at EU level without the approval of all Member
States. It added that any trade deal that includes an
out-of-court dispute settlement system would require
ratification by the EU's 38 national or regional
parliaments. Following this ruling, the result of
negotiations with Singapore were adjusted to create
two standalone agreements: a Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) and an Investment Protection Agreement (IPA).
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The draft trade agreements were signed on 19 October
2018 and received the consent of the European
Parliament on 13 February 2019. Following the
European Parliament’s consent and Singapore
concluding its own internal procedure, the FTA entered
into force on the 21st of November 2019. The
Investment Protection Agreement (IPA) requires
ratification by all EU Member States before entering
into force.

EU-Vietham

The preliminary text of the Agreement covers the full
dismantling of 99%-plus of tariffs over seven years for
the EU and ten years for Vietnam. The Trade and
Investment Agreements were signed on 30 June 2019.
Both sides then commenced their respective
ratification processes. The EU process is almost
complete with final approval scheduled for early 2020.
Once the Vietnamese National Assembly also ratifies
the FTA, the Agreement will enter into force, most likely
in early summer 2020.

EU - Japan

The EU-Japan negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement
were finalised on 8 December 2017. The EU and Japan
signed the Agreement at a summit on 11 July 2018 with
the Agreement coming into force on 1 February 2019.
The Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) represents
a major boost for the EU agri-food sector, with
considerable additional market access provided forin
relation to beef, pigmeat and dairy (cheese) products.
As such, it presents a significant opportunity to grow
Irish beef exports in particular. Over 200 Geographical
Indications are protected under the deal with potential
major gains for wine and spirit exporters also.

EU - China

The aim of the proposed EU-China Investment
agreement is to remove market access barriers to
investment and provide a high level of protection to
investors and investments in both the EU and Chinese
markets. It will replace the existing 26 Bilateral
Investment Treaties between China and individual EU
Member States with one single comprehensive
investment agreement. During 2016, the EU and China
negotiators reached clear conclusions on an ambitious
and comprehensive scope for the EU-China investment
agreement and established a joint negotiating text. The
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next round of negotiations is due to take place in
Brussels between 16 - 21 January 2020.

EU-Indonesia

Two rounds of negotiations took place during 2019
with the most recent round taking place on the 2
December 2019 in Brussels. During the round, both
sides exchanged a second offer for tariff liberalisation,
building upon the initial offer that was exchanged at
the fifth round. The second offer, while being an
intermediate one, brings the proposed liberalisation to
an already high percentage both in terms of number of
tariff lines and trade volume, and paves the way
towards an ambitious and comprehensive agreement.
From an agriculture perspective the EU offer contained
poultry meat, eggs, rice, sugar, meat preparations and
vegetables. The 10th round is due to take place during
the week of 16 - 20 March 2020 in Bali.

EU-Mexico

In April 2018, the EU and Mexico reached an ‘agreement
in principle’ on the trade aspects of a modernised EU-
Mexico Global Agreement. Technical issues are now
being finalised. From an EU perspective, significant
market access improvements were agreed for core
exports of cheese and dairy products to Mexico.
Furthermore, there is also considerable improvement
of market access conditions for EU pork and poultry
exports.

EU-Australia/New Zealand

Negotiations on Free Trade Agreements between the
EU and both Australia and New Zealand are
progressing.

Six rounds of negotiations have been completed
between the EU and New Zealand, the most recent of
which took place between the 10th-13th December
2019 in Wellington. Discussions were constructive with
good progress in several areas with the objective to
conclude in 2020.

Five rounds of negotiations have taken place between
the EU and Australia with the most next round due to
take place in Canberra on the 10th-14th February 2020.
Negotiators discussed textual proposals submitted for
various chapters, and their respective comments.
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TRADE MISSIONS

During 2019, Minister Creed led successful agri-food
missions to Turkey in March, China in both May and
November, and Japan and South Korea in June. Market
access for Irish sheepmeat to Japan was agreed in
principle (fully achieved post trade mission) during the
Trade Mission in June as well as confirmation of
enhanced beef access to Japan with removal of 30
month age restriction.

Efforts to expand the global reach of Irish food and
drink exports in China received a further significant
boost in November 2019 with the approval of 14
additional beef plants to supply product to the Chinese
market. This brought to 21, the total number of Irish
plants listed with the General Administration of
Customs in China. The announcement also marked a
step change in Ireland’s capacity to supply the Chinese
market.

2019 also saw visits to more traditional markets with a
visit in November to the Netherlands. During this visit,
the Minister met representatives of the Dutch Veal
Industry, he also visited their facilities and received re-
assurances both on animal welfare and capacity issues.
The Netherlands is a particularly important export
market for Ireland as it is our third largest destination
for Irish agri-food exports.

The Minister concluded his 2019 schedule in December
in the Netherlands followed by a visit to the UK,
meeting key multi-national supermarket groups.

Inward Trade Visits

In addition to outward Ministerial trade missions, the
Department hosted high level visiting delegations from
a wide range of countries in 2019. These included
China, Japan, South Korea, USA, Australia, New
Zealand, Mongolia, Mexico, Iran, Turkey, Egypt,
Thailand, Georgia, Qatar, Vietnam, Morocco and the
UAE.
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European Forest Institute (EFI)

The Department is a member of the EFI, which
conducts research and provides policy support on
issues related to forests. Ireland is an active member
and supporter of a number of EFl initiatives. These
include EFI's Multi-Donor Trust Fund for policy support
and the EU REDD Facility which supports countries in
improving land-use governance as part of their efforts
to slow, halt and reverse deforestation. EFI
publications and reports are available at www.efi.int

Stepping up EU Action to Protect and Restore the
World’s Forests

The European Commission adopted its Communication
on Stepping up EU Action to Protect and Restore the
World’s Forests on 23 July 2019. The Communication
set out to protect and improve the health of forests
(especially primary forests) as well as to significantly
increase sustainable, bio-diverse forest coverage
worldwide.

In December 2019, the Council of the European Union

adopted Conclusions on the Commission

Communication. The conclusions:-

B noted that current actions are not enough to halt
deforestation and forest degradation;

B endorsed the objectives and scope of the European
Commission’s Communication; and

B called for coherent implementation between the
five priority areas.

EU Forest Strategy

The current EU Forest Strategy runs from 2014 - 2020.
In 2019, the forest sector stakeholders, the Agri-Fish
Council, the Committee of Regions and the European
Economic and Social Committee recognised the need
for a new, updated and stronger Forest Strategy for the
EU. In addition, sustainable forest management and
the cross-cutting importance the forest sector and
forestry has in delivering on our climate challenges, is
also seen as playing an integral role in the new
European Green Deal. As forestry policy is a national
competence, Member States are closely involved in
designing the new Forest Strategy. Council conclusions
on a new EU Forest Strategy were adopted in April
2019. Preparations for a new EU Forest Strategy will
continue in 2020.
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European Green Deal

The new Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
launched the European Green deal in December 2019.
The Green Deal presents a roadmap of actions to boost
the use of efficient resources and covers all economic
sectors, including agriculture, with the aim of achieving
a carbon neutral economy within the EU by 2050.
Further details of the Green Deal will emerge in 2020,
however, it is intended to increase the EU’s emissions
targets by 2030, as well as introducing several
strategies in 2020 to help achieve our climate and
environmental ambition. These strategies include a
Biodiversity Strategy to 2030 and a Farm to Fork
Strategy for sustainable food systems, the latter of
which is due to be published in April 2020. Elements
contained within the European Green Deal and the
Farm to Fork Strategy will also need to be reflected in
Member States CAP Strategic Plans (which form an
integral part of the CAP post 2020 proposals), and
which will be approved by the European Commission.

CAP Transitional Regulations

The Transitional regulations require amendments to
seven specific regulations, including the four CAP
Regulations. The Regulations aim to provide certainty
and continuity in the granting of support to European
farmers and ensuring the continuity of support for rural
development in the transitional period for those
Member States who have used their 2014 - 2020 EAFRD
allocations, by extending the current legal framework
until the new CAP becomes available.

The Commission proposed two regulations to fulfil
these aims. The first, and most urgent regulation, is
the financial flexibility regulation which was adopted
on 31 December 2019. The second, and more
substantial regulation proposes a number of changes
to the Rural Development Programme. Member States
have raised a number of queries around these changes
and discussions will continue into 2020. The
Commission expects the transitional arrangements to
be in place by mid-summer 2020, subject to agreement
on the Multi-annual Financial Framework post 2020,
which will clarify the position regarding the future EU
budgetary allocations.
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Climate Change

Ireland through the Department of Agriculture, Food
and the Marine continues to actively engage with the
UNFCCC’s Subsidiary Bodies which are tasked with
jointly considering issues related to agriculture.

Following the decision at the 2017 Conference of
Parties (COP 23), known as the Koronivia Joint Work on
Agriculture, which recognised the role of agriculture in
tackling climate change and achieving the ambitions of
the Paris Climate Agreement, the work continued with
the Department attendance at the UNFCCC
Intersessional Climate Change Conference held in Bonn
in June 2019 and the COP 25 held in Madrid in
December 2019.

Furthermore, Ireland contributed funding to a New
Zealand led initiative and agreed by all parties for an
additional workshop under the KJWA to be held in
2020.

Additionally, Ireland supported the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the United Nations
body for assessing the science related to climate
change, to publish the Special Report on Climate
Change and Land by providing input at the expert
review stages and attendance at the final approval and
sign-off meeting of world’s governments which took
place between the 2nd and 6th August 2019 in Geneva,
Switzerland. Ireland is one of six countries that
requested the preparation of this special report. This
special report is one of three produced by the IPCC as
part of their 6th assessment cycle; the others being the
Global Warming of 1.5°C report published in 2018 and
also a Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere
published in September 2019.

The report’s findings clearly call for urgently stepping
up climate change mitigation and adaptation actions
around the world, including sustainable land-related
strategies that also alleviate pressures on land and
food security.



International Interactions

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD)

The OECD Committee for Agriculture provides an
international forum for senior policy officials, including
Ireland represented by the Department, to share
experiences and improve mutual understanding of
agriculture, trade and agri-environmental policies, and
to enhance policy performance and effectiveness at
both the domestic and the international levels. The
Committee produces two annual flagship publications:
the OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook and the Agricultural
Policy Monitoring and Evaluation report. As well as
attendance at the main Committee, the Department
also participates in a range of related working
committees.

Furthermore, the Department and EPA contributed
financially to being included as a case study along with
5 other countries in a report called ‘Towards
Sustainable Land Use: Aligning Biodiversity, Climate
and Food Policies’. This report examines challenges for
aligning land-use policy with climate, biodiversity and
food objectives, and the opportunities to enhance the
sustainability of land use systems. This report provides
good practice insights on how governments can
transition to more sustainable land-use systems by
better alignment of land use decision-making
processes and greater convergence between land use,
climate, ecosystems and food objectives.

OECD Agriculture and Fisheries Home page:
http://www.oecd.org/agriculture/

OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook: http://www.agri-
outlook.org/

OECD Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation:
http://www.oecd.org/tad/agricultural-
policies/monitoring-and-evaluation.htm
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FOOD SECURITY

International Development

The Department has responsibility for some of the
elements of Ireland’s international development
programme and works closely with Irish Aid in the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in this regard.

UN - World Food Programme (WFP)

The World Food Programme (WFP) is the United
Nations organisation responsible for the delivery of
food assistance to the poorest and most vulnerable
people in the world. During 2019, the Department
continued to represent Ireland on the WFP Executive
Board as part of a two year rotation covering 2018-
2019. The Department also continued its support for
the vital work of the United Nations WFP by
contributing €25.3 million in funding. This included an
advance of €22.3 million on the 2020 contribution of
€23 million as committed to in the Strategic
Partnership Agreement with WFP for 2019-2021. This
advance contribution gives WFP the flexibility to plan
and target its funding in the most strategic, efficient
and effective manner.

Africa Agri-Food Development Programme (AADP)
The AADP is a joint initiative with the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade. Its objective is to develop
partnerships between the Irish Agri-Food Sector and
African countries to support sustainable growth of the
local food industry, build markets for local produce and
support mutual trade between Ireland and Africa.
During 2019, the programme continued its work
funding five Irish companies to the value of €1,225,778,
of which this Department contributed €612,889. The
chosen projects have the potential to create
opportunities for Irish business and African farmers in
areas such as: the provision and application of high
performance bio-stimulants derived from seaweed
extract to mitigate the effects of drought and high
temperatures on crops in Kenya; and the development
of a modular cheese manufacturing business in
association with small holder and, primarily, women
dairy farmers in Uganda.
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UN- Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)

The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United
Nations is mandated to help eliminate hunger, food
insecurity and malnutrition, make agriculture, forestry
and fisheries more productive and sustainable, enable
inclusive and efficient agricultural and food systems
and increase the resilience of livelihoods to threats and
crises. The Department leads on the Irish Government’s
relationship with the FAO and ensured that Ireland’s
position on agricultural and development matters was
well represented at various FAO meetings throughout
the year. In addition to paying Ireland’s 2019 annual
subscription of €1.43 million to FAO, further extra
budgetary funding of €1.18 million was provided to the
FAO in areas where it has a particular competence and
which the Department considers to be of strategic
importance. These include projects focussed on
climate action for sustainable development; Agri-food
innovation; and rural women’s economic development.

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Consistent with the whole-of-government response to
the delivery of Ireland’s SDG commitments, where all
Ministers retain responsibility for implementing the
individual SDGs relating to their functions, this
Department is a lead Department on five goals: SDGs 2,
12, 14, 15 and 17, which in the main relate to food
security; sustainable production; and life under the sea
and on the land.

Although the Department is a lead on these five goals
only, the SDGs are inextricably linked and intertwined
and the Department makes significant contributions on
the other, equally important, SDGs. In 2019, the
Department participated in five SDG National
Stakeholder fora and highlighted its engagement and
interaction with SDGs at the National Ploughing
Championships.
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NATIONAL POLICY FRAMEWORK

Food Wise 2025

Food Wise 2025 is the current ten year strategy for the
agri-food sector and underlines the sector’s unique and
special position within the Irish economy and
illustrates the potential which exists for the sector to
develop further. Food Wise contained a vision of
thriving primary producers and agri-food businesses at
the heart of vibrant communities across the country,
and was built upon five cross-cutting themes -
environmental sustainability, market development,
competitiveness, innovation and human capital as well
as specific recommendation for key sectors.
(www.agriculture.gov.ie/foodwise2025/)

Food Wise 2025 identifies ambitious and challenging
projections for the industry over ten years including an
85% increase in exports to €19 billion; and the creation
of 23,000 additional jobs all along the supply chain,
from producer level to high end value-added product
development.

Implementation process

The implementation process for Food Wise is driven by
the “High Level Implementation Committee” (HLIC)
and chaired by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and
the Marine, with participation from other relevant
Government Departments and State Agencies. The
HLIC met five times in 2019.

The Environmental Sustainability Committee
established to monitor and drive the implementation
of the sustainability actions continued to meet during
2019.

Steps to Success 2019

The fourth annual progress report of Food Wise 2025,
entitled “Steps to Success 2019” was launched in July
2019. The report highlights the progress achieved in
year four in the implementation of the detailed Food
Wise 2025 strategy. Of the 376 actions which were due
to be commenced by 2019 or are ongoing actions, 87%
have been achieved or substantial action has been
undertaken; and a further 13% have commenced and
are progressing well.
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(https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/foodwise2025/foodwis
€2025-stepstosuccess2019/)

Steps to Success 2019 outlines what the Department
and its Agencies have achieved in year four. Among the
highlights for year four are:

B The launch of Market Access Report 2018, which
provides an overview of the substantial progress
and ongoing efforts made in terms of market access
to third countries for Irish food producers by the
Department.

B The Department and Bord Bia led four Agri-Food
Trade Missions to China, USA, Canada, Indonesia
and Malaysia, Japan, South Korea, Algeria and
Eygpt. Access secured to the Japanese market for
Sheepmeat.

B Anew Prepared Consumer Foods Centre was
officially opened by Minister Creed in Teagasc’s
Ashtown Food Research Centre.

B Thejoint Science Foundation Ireland- DAFM Centre,
VistaMilk, led by Teagasc and located in Moorepark,
was launched.

B Thefirstindustry- lead Strategy for Irish Inshore
Fisheries Sector 2019-2023 was published. The
strategy sets out a vision for the future of the
inshore sector.

B Anew seven-year strategy for the development of
the Irish Organic Food Sector was published. It
recognised the opportunities that exist for the
sector and provides a clear direction for the further
development of the sector to 2025.

Agri-Food Strategy to 2030

The agri-food sector has benefited from an approach to
strategic planning through the development of ten-
year stakeholder-led strategies, updated every five
years. Since their inception twenty years ago, up to the
current Food Wise 2025 plan, these strategies have
ensured that the sector has a coherent, stakeholder-led
vision and strategy to underpin the sector's continued
development.
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The Department began the process for developing the
next ten-year strategy in summer 2019 and a public
consultation was launched in July. A consultation
document and online survey were issued to ascertain
the views of all stakeholders on the direction of the
sector to 2030. This remained open for 10 weeks and a
total of 60 written submissions were received, with 214
responses to the online survey. A national stakeholder
consultation event for 400 delegates to discuss these
issues in more detail was held at the Aviva Stadium on
the 16th October 2019. This ‘Open Policy Debate’
consisted of several plenary speakers, a series of six
parallel break-out sessions, and an address by An
Taoiseach and the Minister for Agriculture, Food and
the Marine. More information can be found here:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agri-foodindustry/agri-
foodandtheeconomy/agri-
foodstrategyto2030/publicconsultation/

In November 2019, a Committee representative of the
sector and chaired by Tom Arnold, was established and
tasked with developing the agri-food strategy to 2030.
Their terms of reference are to outline the vision and
key objectives, with associated actions, required to
ensure the economic, environmental and social
sustainability of the agri-food sector in the decade
ahead. The Committee’s report will be short, specific

and cross-sectoral, with ambitious but realistic actions.

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) will also
be conducted in parallel with the work of the
committee. This is to ensure that environmental
considerations are fully integrated into the preparation
of the strategy and is a legal requirement.

The Committee held its first meeting in November and
further meetings will take place in 2020.

Future Jobs Ireland

Future Jobs Ireland launched in March 2019 and is a
whole of Government plan which provides a medium
term framework to create a sustainable, resilient and
future-oriented economy in Ireland.
https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/Future-Jobs-
Ireland-2019.html. The five pillars of Future Jobs
include (i) Embracing innovation and technological
challenges, (ii) Improving SME productivity, (iii)
Enhancing skills and developing and attracting talent,
(iv) Increasing participation in the labour force, and (v)
Transitioning to a low carbon economy. The

Department contributed to the Government’s Future
Jobs Ireland 2019 programme under the Transitioning
to a low carbon economy pillar.

The All of Government Climate Action Plan

In June 2019, the All of Government Climate Action
Plan to Tackle climate breakdown was published,
setting out over 180 actions to meet Ireland’s EU target
for 2030 (i.e. 30% reduction on GHG emissions based
on 2005 levels) and putting Ireland on the right
trajectory for 2050. It sets an ambition of net zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 while
acknowledging the national policy position of an
approach to carbon neutrality within the agriculture
and land-use sector.

The Plan sets ambitious targets for the agriculture,
forestry and land use sector as follows:

B Emissions from the sector in 2030 to be between
17.5-19.0 Mt CO2 eq by achieving between 16.5 -
18.5 Mt CO2 eq cumulative abatement over the
period 2021 - 2030

B Achieve 26.8 Mt CO2 eq abatement through LULUCF
actions 8,000 ha of newly planted forest per annum

B Maintaining an annual average of 40,000 ha of
reduced management intensity of grasslands on
drained organic soils for the decade 2021-2030.

B Set a target for the level of energy to be supplied by
indigenous biomethane injection in 2030.

There is significant strengthening of oversight by
Government in the Plan including through:

B An amendment of the Climate Action Bill to provide
a legal basis for the establishment of a new Climate
Action Council (extending the powers of the current
Climate Advisory Council);

B Support for the establishment of an Oireachtas
Climate Action Committee; and

B Carbon Proofing of all large-scale Government
projects.

There is also a monitoring and reporting structure to
drive implementation through:
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B The establishment of a Climate Action Delivery
Board under Department of An Taoiseach which will
report to both the Cabinet Committee and Cabinet
on progress of actions within the Plan.

B The establishment of a Just Transition Monitoring
and Review Group (supported by NESC and under
Department of An Taoiseach) that will publish a Just
Transition Strategy on a three-yearly basis.

B Within the Department, a Climate Action
Management Board, chaired by the Secretary
General, has also been established to drive
implementation of the Department and agency-led
actions within the Plan.

Rural Innovation and Development Fund (CEDRA)

A range of projects under the Rural Innovation and
Development Fund (RIDF) linked to the
recommendations of CEDRA (Commission for the
Economic Development of Rural Areas) were funded by
the Department over 2019 (see Figure below). Funding
of almost €1.5 million was provided to support the
following areas:

Rural Female Entrepreneurs: Funding has helped
develop the ACORNS training programme which is now
in its fifth year. The programme is aimed at providing
early stage female entrepreneurs living in rural Ireland
with the knowledge, support and networking
opportunities to develop and grow sustainable
businesses, increase employment and to make a real
contribution to their local communities. The ‘ACORNS’
programme has provided peer support and learning for
50 plus women with start-up businesses in rural areas
each year. The National Strategy for Women and Girls
2017 - 2020 published by the Department of Justice
and Equality in April 2017 includes an action to provide
support for rural female entrepreneurs at start-up stage
and the Department is the responsible body. Thisis
also a key deliverable in the Government’s Action Plan
for Rural Development.

Social Farming: 2019 has seen the continuation of
funding in this area to enable the design, development
and implementation of a national social farming
network and a number of model social farms across

74

Ireland. The intention is to encourage and generate
national benefits for disadvantaged groups and to
support farm diversification in the rural community.
Social farming involves offering, on a voluntary basis,
farming and horticultural participation in a farming
environment as a choice to people who avail of a range
of therapeutic day support services. These operations
are run in a number of settings ranging from working
family farms, local community initiatives through to
more institutional frameworks. This is one of the key
deliverables in the Governments Action Plan for Rural
Development.

Agri-Food Tourism: This area, linked to actions in
Food Wise 2025, has provided funds to support both
the development and expansion of the agri-food
network in rural areas. Agri-food tourism broadly is the
practice of offering an activity or activities in rural areas
to visit areas of well-known agricultural produce and to
sample and taste the local or regional cuisine or
specialties. Agri-food tourism includes a wide variety of
activities that involve the links between agriculture and
the food produced at the local or regional level. It may
involve staying on farm or touring food trails and
events, participation in agricultural endeavours or
buying produce direct from a farm or market. Agri-food
tourism also encompasses local food, farmer and
artisan market schemes that support and are paired
with local and seasonal food producers and artisan
crafts.

Food Waste Reduction: Funding has been provided to
a number of projects to support activities that relate to
the promotion and/or development of innovative food
waste reduction techniques with associated
environmental benefits. These projects aim to address
the problem of food waste through surplus food
redistribution and to carry out pilot initiatives to
promote food waste reduction and prevent food waste
with associated environmental benefits. Ireland
generates over 1 million tonnes of food waste each
year. Of this, over 300,000 tonnes come from
commercial businesses and over 400,000 tonnes is
generated by the industrial food producing sector.
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Rural Innovation and Development Fund (CEDRA)
2019 Total Expenditure: €1.5m

Food Waste,
€299,620

Social Farming,
€713,504

Access to Finance

Food Wise 2025 identifies competiveness as a key
theme and recommends that stakeholders work to
“Improve access to finance for agriculture, forestry and
seafood producers and agri-food companies”. The
Department, in cooperation with other State bodies,
continues to explore and roll out additional funding
mechanisms and support for farmers and SMEs in the
agri-food sector.

Brexit Loan Scheme

The €300 million Brexit Loan Scheme was designed, in
cooperation with Department of Business, Enterprise,
and Innovation (DBEI) and the Strategic Banking
Corporation of Ireland (SBCI), to provide working
capital support to enable eligible Irish businesses (i.e.
SMEs or small mid-caps) to implement necessary
changes to address the challenges posed by Brexit.
Minister Creed, in partnership with his colleagues the
Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation,
Heather Humphreys TD and Minister for Finance and
Public Expenditure and Reform Paschal Donohoe TD
opened the Brexit Loan Scheme for applications on 28
March, 2018 and it will remain open until 31 March
2020.
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It provides for loans of €25,000 to €1,500,000 per
eligible enterprise at a maximum interest rate of 4%,
ranging from 1 year to 3 years, with unsecured loans up
to €500,000. The loans can be used for future working
capital requirements or to fund innovation, change or
adaptation of the business to mitigate the impact of
Brexit.

Using a combination of Irish exchequer and EU
guarantees (through the EIB Group and the InnovFin
loan guarantee scheme), the scheme leverages up to
€300 million of lending to Irish Enterprises at a cost to
the Exchequer of €23 million (€14 million provided by
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation
and €9 million provided by Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine). Funding ensures that at least
40% of the €300 million will be available to food
businesses. Due to various fund conditions and state
aid considerations, primary agriculture was not
eligible. At year end approximately 224 loans to the
value of €47.9 million had been sanctioned, of which 38
to the value of €9.6 million relate to food businesses.

Future Growth Loan Scheme

The Future Growth Loan Scheme has been developed
by this Department and the Department of Enterprise,
Business and Innovation in co-operation with the SBCI
and the European Investment Fund (EIF). Itis being
delivered through participating finance providers and
makes more than up to €300 million of investment
loans available to eligible Irish businesses, including
farmers and the agri-food and seafood sectors. The
loans will be competitively priced and will be for terms
of 8-10 years and will support strategic long-term
investment in a post-Brexit environment.

This is a long-awaited source of finance for young and
new entrant farmers, especially the cohort who do not
have high levels of security. It will also serve smaller-
scale farmers, who often do not have the leverage to
negotiate for more favourable terms with their banking
institution.

Food companies have identified long-term investment
finance of up to ten years as a critical need which is
currently unavailable in Ireland. The delivery of this
product and its effects will be felt all along the food
production chain.
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The fund is leveraged by exchequer funding of €62
million, of which 40% or some €25 million has been
provided by this Department, resulting in an overall
agri-food package of €120 million. However, unlike
previous Schemes, this can be reviewed and adjusted
according to demand. Demand for the Scheme was
high, indicating that it met the identified gap in the
market, with the majority of the funds fully committed
as year end approached. At the end of December 325
loans to farmers in the amount of €37.5 million had
been sanctioned with 57 loans to food companies in
the amount of €15.5 million sanctioned. In excess of
800 additional applications were in progress. Work has
commenced on consideration of options to extend or
replace the loan scheme.

Further information on access to finance initiatives is
available at:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agri-foodindustry/agri-
foodandtheeconomy/agri-
foodbusiness/accesstofinance/

Agri-taxation

Budget 2019 included the publication by the Minister
for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform,
Paschal Donohoe TD, of the “Progress Implementation
Update of the Agri-taxation Review 2014”. This shows
the excellent progress made between this Department
and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform
over recent Budgets with the almost complete
implementation of the 25 recommendations, which has
resulted in positive changes for Irish agriculture,
especially in the areas of land mobility and succession.
The Review shows that taxation support to the sector
averaged €930 million per annum in the years 2012 to
2016, or an average of €240 million per annum in
specific agri-taxation measures.

Budget 2020 was delivered in the context of ongoing
Brexit uncertainty, which limited capacity to introduce
any new measures. Nevertheless, Budget 2020
included the following taxation measures:

B Renewal for another three years of Capital Gains Tax
Relief on Farm Restructuring, which will to continue
to address the challenge of fragmentation on Irish
farms and will lead to improved efficiency, as well
as environmental benefits through consolidated
farm holdings.
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B The continuation of measures to promote and
support entrepreneurship, as evidenced by the
increase in the Earned Income Tax Credit by €150 to
€1,500. Most farmers, foresters, fishermen and
small food processors are self-employed and will
see their tax liability fall with the increase in the tax
credit.

B The announcement regarding microbreweries, that
the qualifying production threshold for relief from
Alcohol Products Tax is increasing from 40,000
hectolitres to 50,000 hectolitres, allowing larger
breweries to expand, particularly with a view to
their export sales.

B Enhancements to existing tax-based measures in
support of enterprise, SMEs and the agri-food
sector, i.e. the Key Employee Engagement
Programme (KEEP), the Employment and
Investment (Ell) Scheme and the Research and
Development Tax Credit.

B Agreement that this Department and the
Department of Finance would engage on potential
measures to assist farmers in meeting the
challenges and obligations set out in the Climate
Action Plan and to incentivise better Health and
Safety in the sector.

More information on agri-taxation, including a list of

measures and the ‘Agri-taxation Review’, is available at:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agri-foodindustry/agri-
foodandtheeconomy/agri-foodbusiness/agri-taxation/

Legislation

In 2019, the Department successfully sponsored two
Bills through the Oireachtas and made some 42
Statutory Instruments to underpin the Department’s
activities in almost all sectors within its remit. Details
are available at www.agriculture.gov.ie/legislation/

The 2 Bills sponsored by the Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine are:

The Sea-Fisheries Amendment Act 2019 No. 9 of 2019
which amends section 10 of the Sea-Fisheries and
Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006. This amendment
removed an impediment to pre-existing reciprocal
arrangements where vessels from Northern Ireland
were allowed to fish within Ireland’s 6 nautical mile
zone under Voisinage arrangements.
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The Greyhound Racing Act 2019 No. 15 of 2019
consolidates and modernises the Greyhound Industry
Act 1958. It improves the Governance of Bord na gCon,
strengthens regulatory controls in the Industry,
modernises sanctions including introducing
administrative sanctions for certain infringements of
the rules and improves integrity

Some of the more significant S.l.s made in 2019
include:

B The European Communities (Sheep Identification)
(Amendment) Regulations 2019 (S.I. No. 243 of
2019) which amended the European Communities
(Sheep Identification) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 309
of 2011). The amendment provided that all sheep
moving from any holding with effect from 1st June
2019 was required to be identified with a tag that
could be read electronically.

B The European Union (Carcase Classification and
Price Reporting) Regulations 2019 (S.I. No. 254 of
2019) which give effect to Commission Delegated
Regulation (EU) 2017/1182 of 20 April 2017 and
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU)
2017/1184 of 20 April 2017. The Regulations provide
for the dressing, classification, weighing and
labelling of carcases of adult bovine and porcine
animals. They also contain provisions relating to
the use of automated classification techniques, the
communication of classification results and market
price reporting.

B The European Communities (Sustainable Use of
Pesticides) (Amendment) Regulations 2019 (S.I. No.
438 of 2019) which amend the European
Communities (Sustainable Use of Pesticides)
Regulations 2012 (S.I. No. 155 of 2012) and give
effect to Commission Directive (EU) 2019/782. The
Regulations provide for the registration
requirements for professional users of pesticide
equipment, they broaden the type of pesticide
application equipment requiring inspection and
they increase the protection of water sources used
for the abstraction of water for human
consumption.

7

Statistical and Analytical Reports

B ‘Woodflow and forest-based biomass energy use on

the island of Ireland (2018):

This COFORD Connects Note provides the 2018
woodflows for the Republic of Ireland and for the
island of Ireland, together with an analysis of the
use of forest-based biomass for energy production.
It is based on national wood harvest and forest
product trade data, compiled on behalf of the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.
http://www.coford.ie/media/coford/content/
publications/2018/00900CCNPP51Woodflow%20-
%20We.pdf

Forest Statistics: The Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine has the responsibility for the
collection and publication of forest statistics. The
publication provides statistics about afforestation
trends, nationally and on a county by county basis.
It tracks forest road building, thinning and
clearfelling activity as well as a range of other forest
management operations. Trends in Roundwood
prices also feature in the document as does
information in relation to forest fire and pest
damage.
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/
forestservicegeneralinformation/foreststatistics
andmapping/annualforestsectorstatistics/
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Aggregate Farm Income

According to the CSO Preliminary Estimate of Output,
Input and Income in Agriculture, 2019, aggregate farm
income (operating surplus) increased by 6.9% to €3,045
million in 2019. This follows a decrease of 16.8% in
2018. The overall value of goods output at producer
prices by the sector decreased by 0.7%, or €54.1
million, to €8,127.6 million. Intermediate consumption
decreased by 3.6%, to €5,782.5 million.
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Research and Innovation

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

Competitive Research Funding
Programmes

The Department operates three competitive research
funding programmes, namely:- the Food Institutional
Research Measure (FIRM); Research Stimulus Fund
(RSF) and the Programme of Competitive Forest
Research for Development (CoFoRD). Grant awards are
made periodically for ‘public good’ research projects
undertaken by researchers in eligible Irish Research
Performing Organisations following national Calls for
Research Proposals launched, mainly, by the
Department itself but also through participation in
Calls operated by other national funders and trans-
national Calls principally under European Research
Area Networks (EraNets) and the US-Ireland R&D
Partnership Programme.

Over the last seven years, €140.4 million has been
committed to agri-food, marine and forest research
projects through these programmes.

Total Committed €140.4m
National & TransNational Funding 2013- 2019

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Investment under Competitive Research
Funding programmes in 2019

The overall total new funding committed across all
programmes and award mechanisms in 2019 was €22.7
million.
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Awards made on foot of Research Call

In 2019, Irish Research Performing Organisations
including Teagasc, Universities and Institutes of
Technology which benefited from awards of over €20.1
million for 38 projects covering a range of topic areas.
In addition to generating evidence for policy and
technologies to improve agri-food practices, this
investment will provide direct employment for 75
contract researchers and education opportunities for
90 post graduate students in the form of PhDs (55) and
Masters Degrees (35).

Investment in research through
Transnational Initiatives

In 2019, the Department continued to use funding
under its competitive research programmes to enable
Irish researchers to participate in collaborative
transnational partnerships through selected European
Research Area Networks (ERA-Nets). These ERA-NET
initiatives, will result in enhanced cooperation and
better alignment of national research priorities, and
have the scale and scope necessary to maximise the
impact of research activities across Europe.

Notable commitments under these initiatives in 2019

include:

M €350,000 committed to Irish researchers across four
research projects (MilKey, GasToGrass, MELS and
SEASOLUTIONS) under the EU co-founded ERA-NET
“Joint Action ERA-GAS, SusAn, ICT-AGRI II”.

M €300,000 was awarded to NUIG for “InFutUReWood”
an EU project cofounded under ERA-NET
ForestValue.

In addition, the Department has pledged to commit a
total of €1.6 million to Irish institutionally based
researcher applicants that successfully competein a
further three new ERA-NET programmes relating to
FOSC (Food Systems and Climate), ICT-AGRI-FOOD (ICT-
enabled agri-food systems) and ICRAD (International
Coordination of Research on Infectious Animal
Diseases) as well as a JPI Healthy Diet for a Healthy Life
Call looking at the prevention of under-nutrition in the
elderly (PREVNUT).
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The US-Ireland R&D Partnership is a tri-jurisdictional The percentage of funding committed in
alliance between Ireland, Northern Ireland and the 2019 by funding mechanism

United States which aims to promote collaborative
innovative research projects that create value above . .
and beyond individual efforts. The agricultural 2019 Awards: National (DAFM alone or with another
component of this is facilitated by the USDA’s National ~ funder) and TransNational %

Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA). In response to

NIFA’s 2019 Call, the Department launched, in TRANSNATIONAL 7%

conjunction with DAERA NI, the Call for Irish COFUNDS 4%
participants in the US-Ireland R&D Partnership, with
funding being made available for research proposals
across a potential of six research areas.

Awards made jointly with other national
research funders.

In 2019, the Department entered into cofounding
arrangements with the Sustainable Energy Authority of
Ireland (SEAI), the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and the Northern Irish Department of Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA NI). We also

NATIONALS 89%

continued our collaboration with the Irish Research The Department continues to monitor and evaluate the
Council’s Employment Based Post Graduate progress of projects which have received research
Programme and our co-funding of the SFI VistaMilk grant awards under FIRM, RSF and CoFoRD. In 2019 all
Centre. In addition, the Department also pledged to proposals were submitted through the Department’s
co-fund four projects under the EPA’s 2019 Research new grant management software.

Call.

IE-DE Collaboration

The percentage of expenditure by Sector.
Arising from the Ireland - Germany Joint Plan of
2019 Awards: National (DAFM alone or with another  Action on bilateral cooperation, the Department of

funder) and Transnational by programme % AgriCUltU re, Food & Marine (DAFM) and Teagasc
together with the Federal Ministry for Food &

Agriculture (BMEL), the Federal Office for Agriculture
and Food (BLE) and the Leibniz Institute for Agricultural
Engineering and Bioeconomy (ATB) organised a
Germany-Ireland Bilateral Workshop at the Leibniz
Institute for Agricultural Engineering and Bioeconomy
(ATB), Potsdam on the 25th-26th November 2019. This
workshop, which aimed at identifying mutual research
demands and establishing a sound foundation for
future transnational research cooperation, had a focus
on the areas of agri-digitalisation and the
intensification of research and innovation on
agriculture, climate change and land use management
so as to assist in developing a carbon neutral and
circular agri-food system. Irish research institutions

FORESTY 14%

FOOD 38%

AGRICULTURE 48%
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(among them Teagasc, University College of Cork,
Tyndall Institute, University of Limerick, Cork Institute
of Technology, University College Dublin, Maynooth
University, Waterford Institute of Technology, NUI
Galway) provided twenty-two participants for the
workshop that focused on four main topics: Soil
Management, Grassland Management, Nutrient
Circularity and Animal Housing, in order to start to
address the initiative’s objectives.

Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe

Horizon 2020 (2014-20) is the EU Framework
Programme for Research and Innovation. The
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in
conjunction with the Marine Institute (M) are
responsible for the Societal Challenge 2 (SC-2) funding
area of Horizon 2020 which has a fund of €3.8 billion -
including €850 million allocated to the Bio-based
Industries Joint Undertaking (BBI JU). The Department
and MI provide National Delegates (ND) and National
Contact Points (NCP) for SC-2 which covers Agri-food,
Forestry and Marine activities, Rural Development and
the Bioeconomy and while the Department also
provides a representative to the BBI States
Representative Group. The Government has set a
national drawdown target of €1.25 billion from Horizon
2020 including a drawdown target of €77 million (2%)
from the SC2 budget. The Irish drawdown from the BBI
& SC-2 funding programmes for 2019 was €14.48
million bringing the total to date to €85.64 million
which represents 2.22% of the overall SC2 budget.

During 2019, four Horizon 2020 Programme Committee
meetings were attended, these are meetings of
representatives from all countries participating in
Horizon 2020 and allows direct communication
between each country and the Commission to help
steer and monitor the direction of the framework
programme. Furthermore, an initial preparatory
meeting of the upcoming Horizon Europe, starting in
2021, was attended at a Research and Innovation open
day. The theme of the meeting was the novel Mission
on Soil Health and Food. Progress on the development
of the new European Green Deal was also monitored;
this is a new €1 billion call that will be launched in late
2020 to help Europe achieve its aim of becoming a
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carbon neutral continent by 2050. At a national level
the Department, Ml and Teagasc attended high level
group meetings under the chair of DBEI to keep
informed of progress and upcoming areas of interest.
The Department NCP also made presentations to
researchers in UCD & UCC on remaining opportunities
under Horizon 2020. He also maintained close ties with
colleagues in Northern Ireland to help generate robust
North-South collaborative applications that, if
successful, would be of mutual benefit to the Island as
awhole.

Bioeconomy Implementation Group

A high-level Implementation Group, jointly chaired by
the Department and the Department of
Communications, Climate Action and Environment and
consisting of nine Departments and eight Agencies,
held three meetings in 2019. The implementation
group produced a report to Government that was
agreed by Cabinet in June 2019 highlighting activities
to date undertaken to implement bioeconomy policy
statement actions. Additionally, the Implementation
Group coordinated an Information Day in UL in May
2019 with partners Marine Institute, InterTrade Ireland
and Department of Environment, Agriculture, Rural
Affairs, Northern Ireland to highlight funding
opportunities available under the EU Biobased
Industries Joint Undertaking initiative. The
Implementation Group also coordinated Bioeconomy
Ireland Week in October 2019 including a range of
events that took place all over Ireland.
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Codex Alimentarius

Ireland’s active participation in Codex Alimentarius
continued in 2019. The Department continues to
coordinate and chair the Irish Codex Advisory
Committee (ICAC), which met twice in 2019 and
afforded the main stakeholders in Ireland an
opportunity to contribute to the formulation of the
Irish position on all Codex issues. Officials from the
Department, other Government Departments and State
Agencies represented Ireland at five sessions of
different Codex Committees in 2019 and related EU
Council Working Party meetings reflecting the mix of
expertise required to deal with the complex range of
issues under discussion.

Climate Research

The Department and Teagasc continue to strongly
support investment in and engagement with climate-
related research through various national funding
frameworks; EU Research and Innovation Framework
Programmes; and transnational initiatives such as
Global Research Alliance on Agricultural Greenhouse
Gases and the EU Joint Programming Initiative on
Food, Agriculture, Climate Change and Environment.
Furthermore, the Department collaborates with EPA
research calls and during 2019 the Department and EPA
co-funded a project called ‘SEQUESTER’ to identify and
explore the implications of various pathways to carbon
neutrality.
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FOOD AND DRINK SECTOR

Overview

The agriculture and food sector continued to play a
vital role in Ireland’s economy with agri-food exports
accounting for 9.5% of total exports with a value of
€14.5 billion, marking growth of over 63% since 2010.
The UK remained Ireland’s largest agri-food export
destination, with exports of €5.5 billion in 2019 or 38%
of total exports. Exports to the EU (excluding the UK)
were worth €4.7 billion, while exports to the Rest of the
World were worth €4.3 billion in 2019. The top three
export categories in 2019 were Dairy Produce at €5.0
billion, Beef at €2.3 billion and Beverages at €1.7
billion, accounting for €9.1 billion or 63% of total
worldwide agri-food exports.

The agri-food sector makes a significant contribution
to employment, accounting for 7.1% of total
employment or 164,400 jobs, in rural and coastal areas.

Spirit Drinks

The drinks industry is a major driver of economic
activity across the economy of Ireland at a macro and
rural level, with 2019 exports valued at €1.71 billion.
Alcohol beverage exports in 2019 were valued at €1.56
billion. The US remains the key market for alcohol
exports with Irish Whiskey (€517.5 million) and Irish
Cream (€183.3 million) exports accounting for 41%
(€701 million) of exports.

All categories including gin, beer and cider exports
showed increases in exports with Irish Whiskey
performing exceptionally. Irish Cream liqueur held
firm, despite the challenges of US tariffs on EU dairy.
The distilling industry has grown from 3 distilleries in
2014, to 31 at the end of 2019 and potentially a further
32 being proposed. Volume growth in the sector is
largely driven by continued double-digit demand for
Irish Whiskey in many markets.

Significant export growth is anticipated over the mid-
term, with the industry having the potential to grow
exports by at least 85% to over €2 billion, creating and
sustaining additional jobs, predominantly in rural
Ireland.

In 2019, Irish Whiskey exports continued to grow and
reached over €810 million for the first time and brought
cumulative growth of the category to over 194% in the
seven years since 2012. The most important market
was the United States showing over 324% growth over
the seven year period since 2012 and accounting for
almost 64% of all whiskey exportsin 2019.

Together with Irish Cream exports, which were valued
at €364 million, this represented a major contribution
by Irish spirit drinks to the export performance of
Ireland’s food and drinks industry. Once again, the
United States was the most important market
accounting for just over 50% of all Irish Cream exports.

Irish Whiskey 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Total Exports €m 316,916 348,067 442,427 503,576 576,419 647,174 811,688
Exported to 147,161 165,397 233,343 291,892 340,754 382,097 517,416
United States €m

Irish Cream 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Total Exports €m 336,026 287,250 311,064 292,858 326,729 343,352 364,026
Exported to 139,009 131,291 163,220 144,791 166,105 168,519 183,632

United States €m
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Geographical Indications: Protected Spirits

Regulation 110/2008 (to be replaced by Regulation
2019/787) sets out definitions of the categories of spirit
drinks (alcoholic drinks with a minimum alcohol
content of 15%), including rum, whiskey, gin, vodka
and liqueurs, and recognises and protects a list of spirit
drink geographical indications (Gls) including the three
Irish Gls - Irish Whiskey, Irish Cream and Irish Poitin.

Verification checks for Irish Cream are carried out by
the Department and those for Irish Poitin and Irish
Whiskey by the Revenue Commissioners. The three
spirit drinks are protected on an all-island basis.

Applications for verification are required for premises
involved in the brewing, fermentation, distillation,
maturation, bottling and labelling of these spirit drinks.
Under Regulation 110/2008 a charge is required for
these visits.

In 2019, the Department received applications from
eight premises involved in Irish Cream production
while the Revenue Commissioners carried out
verification checks on 58 Irish Whiskey production
premises. In addition, they also carried out verification
checks on 12 Irish Poitin premises.

Geographical Indication Schemes for Food
(Gls)

Within the EU the PDO (Protected Designation of
Origin), PGI (Protected Geographical Indication) and
TSG (Traditional Specialities Guaranteed) schemes
offer potential to recognise quality foods that are
linked to a geographical region. During 2019, the
Department worked with a number of proposers to
develop applications, and to progress existing
expressions of interest. Ireland currently has eight
registered food Gls - Oriel Sea Salt (PDO) and Oriel Sea
Minerals (PDO), Blaa/Waterford Blaa (PGl), Connemara
Hill Lamb (PGlI) Clare Island Salmon (PGl), Imokilly
Regato (PDO), Timoleague Brown Pudding (PGl) and
Sneem Black Pudding (PGI) which was awarded Gl
status in December 2019. The Comeragh Mountain
Lamb and Wexford Blackcurrant applications having
successfully completed National Consultation are
being scrutinised by the European Commission,
pending publication for European Consultation.
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EU Commission Gl Audit 2019

As part of the EU Commissions routine Annual Audit
Inspection Plan, the EU Commissions audit service DG
SANTE undertook an audit mission to Ireland in
September 2019 to evaluate the Control Systems related
to Protected Designation of Origin (PDO), Protected
Geographical Indications (PGI) and Traditional
Specialities Guaranteed (TSG) for Agricultural Products
and Foodstuffs and Geographical Indications (Gl) of
Spirit Drinks.

The purpose of the audit was to verify that Ireland’s
official controls for Gl products are carried outin
accordance with EU regulations. The overall finding of
the Audit indicates that Ireland is performing
satisfactorily in regards to its Gl Controls and
regulations. While the overall conclusions were mostly
positive and inspections observed were overall
adequate, there were a small number of (minor) finding
specifically relating to guidance given to inspectors to
ensure uniformity in verification checks and the
implementation of an official PGI/PDO sampling plan.

The Department has agreed an action plan with all the
Competent Authorities involved in the process to
address the findings. Significant progress on certain
elements such as agreement of a Protocol and MOU
between all Competent Authorities involved and the
development of a National Sampling Plan for Irish
Whiskey is expected during 2020.

Labelling

EU Regulations on wines, spirit drinks, aromatised
wines, fruit juice, coffee, chocolate, jams, jellies and
marmalades set out product-specific labelling rules to
ensure authenticity and to protect both consumers and
producers. During 2019, the Department carried out
checks at retail level to ensure that product labels were
in conformity with these Regulations and with general
labeling requirements as prescribed by the Regulations.
In recent years an increase in the occurrence of internet
fraud against EU registered PDO and PGl products in the
Food and Drink sector has been identified. The
Department is continuing to proactively examine
potential online evocation and misinformation on
websites and social media, and has also coordinated
multi-agency responses to requests and queries from
other Member States.
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Unfair Trading Practices Directive

Directive (EU) 2019/633 on unfair trading practises in
business-to-business relationships in the agricultural
and food supply chain entered into force on 30 April
2019. EU law requires the Directive to be transposed
into national law by 1 May 2021.

A cross-departmental working group with the
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation
(DBEI) was established in April 2019 to explore the
policy and operational implications of transposing and
enforcing the Directive, and met seven times. The
Department also continues to work with the EU
Commission with regard to the Directive.

In October 2019 a public consultation process on the
transposition of the Directive was launched by the
Department. Over 650 submissions from individuals,
stakeholder organisations and public representatives
were received.

Prepared Consumer Foods Centre

The Prepared Consumer Foods (PCF) sector accounted
for €2.7 billion in agri-food sector exports in 2019 and
€3.8 billion in imports. The UK accounts for 67% (2019)
of these exports and so the sector is particularly
exposed to Brexit. To address this challenge and the
traditionally low levels of Research & Development by
companies in the sector the Prepared Consumer Food
Centre was launched in late 2018. Following from
previous funding, a further €5m was provided for the
centre in Budget 2019. The centre continues to support
companies in the Sector, through the purchase of
equipment and the provision of space for use, which
provide them with the opportunity to pilot the
machines, to scale up their own production and to
enable adoption of novel technologies to meet
evolving consumer demands and expectations.
Companies can also avail of the specialist knowledge
and expertise of Teagasc staff in piloting and
developing food products.
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Up to the end of December 2019 a total of 66
companies have availed of the facilities at the PCFC
since its opening in October 2018.

El Capital Investment Scheme - SME Capital
Investment Fund

This scheme is operated through Enterprise Ireland (El)
and is open to all Small and Medium Sized enterprises
with the aim of helping them to improve their
productivity and competitiveness in the face of
challenges from Brexit through the acquisition of new
capital equipment and technology and through
innovation. In 2019 there were three approvals under
this scheme at a total value of €466,877.

Artisan and Speciality Food Sector -
The LEADER Food Initiative

Under the 2014-2020 Rural Development Plan (RDP)
€15 million was allocated to the LEADER Food Initiative
to support artisan, micro and small food producersin
rural areas. The funding is delivered using the LEADER
methodology. In 2019, 24 new project approvals for
funding under the scheme were made. The total cost of
completing the approved projects was €3.4 million.
LEADER provides partial funding for an approved
project and as such €1.72 million in funding was
approved for draw down on a phased basis across
those 24 approved projects. By the end of 2019 a total
of €317,374 had been paid out under the LEADER
scheme to various approved projects.

Artisan, Local and Speciality Food

In 2019, the development of artisan, local and
speciality food was advanced through measures
supported by the Department, Bord Bia and Teagasc.
Specifically, the Department funded circa €30,000 in
bursaries for students undertaking the Diploma in
Speciality Food Production in UCC. The Diplomais a
one-year part time (fetac level7) bursary foundation
course in food science and food business for food
producers, potential start-ups, those interested in
developing artisan businesses and / or promoting the
artisan sector. It is run by the Food Industry Training
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Unitin UCC (part of the School of Food and Nutritional
Sciences). The Diploma was developed by UCC in 2005
in partnership with CAIS, Slowfood Ireland, Ballymaloe
Cookery School, Teagasc and Veterinary Department,
Cork Co. Council for the artisan sub-sector. These
remain as stakeholders with Bord Bia, Teagasc, FSAI
contributing course modules and strengthening its
national dimension.

Diploma graduates have typically established a
number of micro companies, with some of these small
scale food operators subsequently expanding their
local businesses to regional level. Graduates have also
progressed academically within UCC to gain further
skills, qualifications to develop their companies and/or
participated in food industry initiatives to facilitate
product development. Some graduates have won
awards for their products. The Diploma falls within
national policy recommendations, vis-a-vis the future
developments of the Irish artisan and speciality food
sector specifically Food Wise 2025 and CEDRA 2019.

EU Promotion Programmes for Agricultural
Products - EU Regime

EU funding is available on a competitive basis to agri
food sector bodies for generic promotion of the quality,
safety, nutrition or production methods of EU
agricultural products. The EU Promotion Policy for
Agri-Food Products regime acts as key for opening up
new markets and to diversify trading partners. With the
common denominator - 'Enjoy, it’s from Europe' it aims
to help the sector’s professionals to break into or
consolidate international markets and to make
consumers more aware of the efforts made by
European farmers.

Atotal of €201.1 million is available for promo
programmes with EU co-financing rates ranging from
70% to 85% - with Industry funding of the balancing
15%/20%/30% required. An annual work programme
sets out the strategic annual priorities for promotion
measures in terms of products, schemes and markets
to be targeted that year, with the corresponding
allocated budgets. Calls for proposals are issued in
January each year by the Consumers, Health,
Agriculture and Food Executive Agency (CHAFEA), who
subsequently assess and select the programmes. In
2019 a Bord Bia sponsored Pork & Poultry programme
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in China and Mexico was among those selected for
funding to commence in January 2020.

The Department is currently running a number of
Promotional Programmes - all involving Irish agri-food
sector bodies; “Milk Moments”; “Mushrooms
Complement Everything”; “European Lamb “Tasty Easy
Fun”; and “European Beef and Lamb - Excellence in Food
Safety & Sustainability’.

Food Dudes Programme/School Fruit &
Vegetables Scheme

The Food Dudes Programme is an evidence-based
incentivised behaviour changing programme
developed by the Food and Activity Research Unit,
Bangor University, Wales. Under its” horticulture remit,
Bord Bia manages and oversees the implementation of
the Food Dudes programme since it was first rolled out
in Ireland in 2005. It is funded by the Department and
the EU through the EU School Scheme which
incorporates the School Fruit and Vegetables Scheme.
Food Dudes aims to increase sustained fruit and
vegetable consumption amongst primary school
children through repeated tasting of fruit and
vegetables over a 16 day intervention period with the
support of accompanying measures in the form of role
models (Food Dudes Heroes) and small rewards. In the
2018/2019 school year, 117,234 children and 700
schools participated in the programme.

School Milk Scheme

The EU School Milk Scheme (SMS) has operated in
Ireland since 1982 with the objective of promoting and
encouraging the consumption of milk amongst school
children. The Scheme is funded by the Department
and the EU through the School Scheme. The National
Dairy Council was appointed in 2017 to oversee the
implementation of the School Milk Scheme in Ireland.
In the 2018/19 school year, the NDC oversaw the
distribution of 1,540,620 litres of milk to 577 schools
and 52,252 children. A number of accompanying
measures to support the distribution of milk to the
children such as ‘National School Milk Week’ and
specially designed educational lesson plans focusing
on sustainability, the environment and health and
nutrition were also implemented.
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Bord Bia

Bord Bia supports Irish food and drink companies with
market insight and expertise as they seek to build long-
term trading relations in export markets in the UK,
continental Europe and internationally, while
identifying new and emerging markets particularly in
Asia.

Statement of Strategy

This is the first year of Bord Bia’s Statement of Strategy
2019-2021 “Building Differentiation, Winning Growth”.
Bord Bia’s stated vision for the Irish food and drink
industry is as follows “To bring Ireland’s outstanding
food, drink and horticulture produce to the world, thus
enabling the growth and sustainability of producers.”

The Strategy set out four strategic priorities, which will
contribute to the delivery of the Irish Agri-food industry
road map export targets: - Food Wise 2025 These are:
(i) Driving Success and Growth in the Market

(i) Insight to Power Growth

(iii) Building Reputation for Growth

(iv) Leading Through People.

Customers around the globe recognise that Irish food
and drink is world class: that it is high-quality,
distinctive, and made by a diverse range of creative
producers from a unique and fortuitous island location.

Bord Bia remain positive that the twin messages of
sustainability and quality will continue to open doors
for Irish food producers the world over.

Origin Green

Ireland’s sustainability programme continues to bring
the Irish food and drink industry on the journey of
sustainable food production. Membership includes
farmers, food producers, retailers and food service
operators, all committed to measurable improvements
in environmental performance. By the end of 2019 at
manufacturing, retail and foodservice level, there were
a total of 345 verified OG members, additionally 625
had registered plans, 156 in plan development state,
124 submitted plans.
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At retail and foodservice level, OG had 11 verified
members, with a further 14 are registered and actively
developing sustainability plans.

Bord Bia hosted nine introductory plan development
webinars in 2019. The webinars introduced Origin
Green to new members, who were also assigned a
dedicated Origin Green mentor and participated in a
six-week plan development course. Over 20 companies
attended each session.

Sustainable Quality Assurance Schemes

At the end of 2019 there were some 54,000 producer
members of Origin Green with a number in one or more
Sustainable Quality Assured Schemes. There are 53,337
members of the Sustainable Beef and Lamb Assurance
Scheme, 16,094 members of the Sustainable Dairy
Assurance Scheme along with membership in the Bord
Bia quality schemes for poultry, pigmeat, amenity
horticulture, fruit and vegetable. In all, 35,733
Sustainable Beef and Lamb Assurance Scheme (SBLAS)
audits were conducted in 2019, an increase of 2,179 on
2018. Of these, 78% were on beef-only farms, 18% on
beef and sheep farms with the remaining 4% on sheep-
only farms. 8% of audits were on the farms of new
applicants or re-applicants to the scheme.

The work undertaken on Origin Green in 2019
contributed to the positioning of Ireland as a unique
leader in sustainability. As a reflection of this, Bord Bia
will host the Global Sustainability Summitin
September 2020 in the Dublin Convention Centre.

Bord Bia undertook a communication strategy to
demonstrate the tangible and intangible benefits of
Origin Green to a broad base of stakeholders in 2019.
This involved communicating its impact directly to
members; encouraging citizens to become aware of
and to take pride in the programme; engaging business
leaders in the tangible commercial benefits of the
programme; and enhancing collaboration on
sustainability with peer organisations such as Teagasc,
BIM, Enterprise Ireland and IBEC. As Origin Green
extends into areas of EU focus such as emissions,
water, waste and nitrates, collaboration with key
stakeholders is key to successfully driving



Food and Drinks Sector

improvements in sustainability performance with all
members, farmers and companies alike.

Monthly updates were provided to members through
the Origin Green e-zine. Member materials were
updated and work to improve the Origin Green website
in terms of user experience and content was also
undertaken.

The Origin Green Ambassador programme builds
understanding of the Origin Green sustainability
programme among international customers. Ten
participants in the 4th programme completed their
sustainability and Origin Green training in September
2019. The first series of international placements will
run until May 2020 with Albert Heijn (Holland), Britvic
(UK), Unilever (UK) McDonalds, Sainsbury’s, Sodexo,
Amazon, Waitrose and Nestle. Origin Green
Ambassadors continued to build trade awareness
globally of Ireland’s Origin Green programme, by
engaging in dialogue with the world’s leading food and
drink accounts.

National Food Innovation Hub

The Department is providing Teagasc with almost €9
million in funding on a phased basis towards the
construction of a new National Food Innovation Hub at
the Teagasc Food Research Centre in Moorepark, Co.
Cork. Just under €1.2 million was allocated to the
project in 2019. The principal objective of the “Hub” is
to create a network for innovation and business
involving dairy and food companies and research
institutes with a focus on food, health and nutrition.
The Hub will comprise custom designed Research and
Development units and offices that Teagasc will make
available to food companies at commercial rates. It will
support innovation in the food industry thus enabling
companies to become Brexit ready while also
generating market focused research initiatives. On
completion the project is expected to result in the
development of new food products and processes,
leading to economic growth and new jobs.
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MEAT
BEEF

Beef Production and Trade

Beef worth over €2.3 billion or just short of 530,000
tonnes was exported in 2019, a decrease in value of 4%
and of volume of 1% on the previous year. This made
Ireland the 6th largest net exporter of beef in the world.
In value terms over 90% of beef exports went to
countries within the EU with the UK accounting for 43%
of total exports. Third Country markets made up 10%
of beef exports. In terms of volume 84% of beef
products were exported to countries within the EU and
16% exported to Third Country Markets. Live exports
increased by 22% in 2019 to over 300,000 head.

Slaughter reached over 1.7 million head in 2019 which
was a 4.4% decrease on 2018 figures.

The average price for R3 Steers in 2019 was 365.19 c/kg,
which represented a 6% decrease on the previous year,
with a high price of 389.13 c/kg recorded during May.
The average 2018 price was 389c/kg.

Beef Policy Developments

Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP)

The Beef Environmental Efficiency pilot was launched
in 2019 aimed at improving economic and
environmental efficiencies on farm through gathering
performance metrics facilitating more informed
decision making.

The scheme targeted the weaning efficiency of suckler
cows by measuring the weight of their calves pre
weaning as a proportion of the dam’s weight. Cows
that produce heavier calves at weaning as a proportion
of their own live weight typically have a lower
emissions intensity of production. The key factors
being the cow’s lower feed requirement and the higher
value output from the calf as well as the consequential
option to slaughter at a younger age.
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16,424 farmers carried out the required weighing and
recording and received payments totalling €15.3
million. The evaluation of BEEP Pilot conducted to date
indicates that it has helped farmers recognise the
benefits of weighing their animals and the data
generated has improved genetic evaluations.

The Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) was
announced in May 2019. This provided temporary
exceptional adjustment aid to farmers in the beef
sector in Ireland subject to the conditions set out in EU
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1132.
BEAM was funded by a combination of EU aid and
Exchequer support, provided in light of the difficult
circumstances that Irish beef farmers have been facing
as a result of the market volatility and uncertainty.
23,374 farmers participated in BEAM resulting in
payments of almost €78 million.

Establishment of the Beef Taskforce

The Irish Beef Sector Agreement was reached between
stakeholders on 15 September 2019. As part of this
agreement, the Beef Taskforce was established to
monitor the implementation of the commitments
entered into and as a platform for strategic
engagement with key stakeholders.

Broadly the agreement contains two strands: a
number of interventions which provided an immediate
benefit for beef producers including changes to the
bonus structure and longer-term objectives and
structural reform of the sector.

The Beef Taskforce has an independent chair, Mr
Michael Dowling, and updates and relevant documents
are publicly available at
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beef/be
eftaskforce/

Market Diversification

Increased diversification of markets remained a priority
in 2019. In value terms 90% of beef products were
exported to countries within the EU and 10% exported
to Third Country markets in 2019. However, significant
progress to diversification has been made by securing
access into key International markets including China,
US and Japan in recent years.
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Further access to the Chinese market for Irish beef in
2019 was a significant achievement in terms of market
diversification. A successful beef audit was conducted
in September 2019 with the inspection of 14 applicant
beef plants who were subsequently approved to export
to China.. 2019 also saw improved access to Japan,
when the 30 month age restriction for beef was
removed and a revised certificate introduced which
allows for the export of boneless beef derived from
cattle of all ages.

Beef Producer Organisations

The first two beef Producer Organisations in Ireland
were established in Q4 of 2019 and engagement with
prospective groups is ongoing. Producer Organisations
have the capacity to strengthen the position of the
primary producer in the supply chain and under the
current Rural Development Programme, funding is
available to support establishment of groups through
funding of advisory costs.

SHEEP

Sheep Production and Trade 2019

Sheepmeat export values increased by 1% on previous
year values to reach almost €318 million, while
volumes rose by 3%. Slaughtering decreased by 7% in
2019 to just under 2.8 million head. The national
average price in 2019 was €460.10/100Kg, a 4.5%
decrease on the previous year.

Sheepmeat worth over €318 million, or almost 62,000
tonnes was exported in 2019. In value terms over 71%
of Sheepmeat products were exported to countries
within the EU, a further 20% was exported to the UK
and 9% exported to third country markets. In terms of
volume 65% of sheepmeat products were exported to
countries within the EU, 24% was exported to the UK
and 11% exported to Third Country Markets. A total
40,000 tonnes of sheepmeat products were exported to
the EU, with France receiving the highest amount of
over 18,000 tonnes, followed by the United Kingdom
with nearly 15,000 tonnes.

Year 3 of the Sheep Welfare scheme opened in
February 2019. The scheme provides support of €10
per ewe to farmers with breeding ewe flocks and will
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run up to 2020. Advance payment under Year 3 of the
scheme issued in November 2019. €14.91 million was
paid to 18,489 participants and represented an
advance payment rate of 85%. Balancing payments for
year 3 of the scheme will issue in Q2 of 2020.

Under the Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2014-
2020, provision has been made for improving efficiency
and profitability in sheep production under the
Knowledge Transfer measure which has a budget of
€100 million. The experience in the Sheep Technology
Adoption Programme (STAP) has informed the
development of this measure. In addition to
profitability, the emphasis is on the key issues of
business skills, environmental sustainability and herd
health, with increased interaction between individual
farmers and advisors in order to customise information
exchange. The Three Year Knowledge Transfer
Programme for the sheep sector was launched in 2016
and concluded in 2019. Approx 3,860 farmers
participated in Year Three of the Knowledge Transfer
Sheep Programme which concluded end of July 2019.

Sheepmeat Policy Developments

Year 3 of the Sheep Welfare scheme opened in
February 2019. The scheme provides support of €10
per ewe to farmers with breeding ewe flocks and runs
up to 2020. In the first three years of the sheep welfare
scheme, €50.3 million was paid to 18,594 farmers. The
scheme provides support for farmers who undertake
actions which make a positive contribution to flock
welfare.

In July 2019, sheepmeat access to the Japanese market
was finalised. Five Irish sheepmeat plants, producing
over 90% of Irish sheepmeat, are now approved and
listed for export to Japan.

2019 Meat Market Access
Considerable progress was made on a wide range of
meat market access issues in 2019 including:

B The approval of an additional 14 Irish beef plants
for export to China in October 2019 on foot of a
successful inspection visit in the summer by
Chinese auditors hosted by the Department.
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Expanding our access to the Japanese beef market
with the agreement on the lifting of the 30 month
age restriction and a revised certificate which
allows the export of boneless beef derived from
cattle of all ages.

In July 2019, sheepmeat access to the Japanese
market was finalised. Five sheepmeat plants,
producing over 90% of Irish sheepmeat, are now
approved and listed for export to Japan.

The agreement of a veterinary health certificate for
the export of beef and pork to the Ukraine.

The agreement of a veterinary health certificate for
the export of beef to Barbados

Access to significant, established markets was
expanded with a veterinary health certificate for
raw preserved meat products and preparations
agreed for Hong Kong and one for butter basted
whole turkeys agreed for South Africa.

In addition to the Chinese audit in late summer the
Department hosted high-level audit inspections
from three other priority markets’ competent
authorities:

In March auditors from Japan’s Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare (MHLW) conducted a week long
inspection of Irish meat plants as part of our
applications for the lifting of the 30 month age
restriction on beef exports and sheepmeat market
access;

In June inspectors from the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food Safety
Inspection Service (FSIS) conducted a successful
reinstatement audit on beef and pigmeat.

In December, government officials from Malaysia’s
Veterinary Service (DVS) and Halal Authority
(JAKIM) conducted a poultrymeat audit.

These incoming inspections are crucial either in
relation to the maintenance of existing market
access, seeking new market access or showcasing
Irish production standards and developing further
contacts in Ministries abroad. The market access
gains this year for both China and Japan are a
testament to the value and importance of these v
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M 2019 was also a banner year for the Departments’
intensified programme of trade mission with
successful ministerial trade missions to Turkey,
Japan, South Korea, the UK, the EU and two
separate missions to China in May and November

PIGMEAT

Production and Trade

On foot of substantial growth in recent years, Pigmeat
is now the fourth most valuable sector of the Irish agri-
food industry after dairy and beef. Exports were up by
approximately 8% in value terms in 2019, reaching an
all-time high of €890 million according to Central
Statistics Office figures. This equates to approximately
6% of overall food, drink and horticulture exports. The
UK remains by far our largest export destination,
accounting for a 52% share of exports. However, third
country markets, which have been steadily expanding
in recent years, rose to 29% of total share in 2019. This
is illustrated by the significant expansion in Ireland’s
pig meat exports to Asia, and to China in particular,
where export values more than doubled from €79
million to €177 million due to increased export demand
as a result of African Swine Fever (ASF). Domestic retail
sales came in at €412 million for the year, largely due to
Ireland’s 28kg per capita consumption rate, which
remains high by international standards. This growth in
export values vindicates the accurate direction and
focuses of the Food Harvest 2020 and Food Wise 2025
strategies. Further evidence of this can be seen when
we look at longer term trends; since 2010, export
values of Irish pigmeat have risen by over 250%.

Outbreaks of African Swine Fever (ASF) have had
significant influence on global production and trading
patterns in recent years. Numerous new outbreaks of
ASF have been reported across a wide geographical
range of China. It is expected that more than 50% of
China’s herd, or 30% of the world’s pigs, are to be
culled as a result of the current outbreak. In 2019, the
main effect of ASF for the Irish pig sector was increased
export opportunities to China.
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2018 was a poor year for producers with pig prices
remaining stubbornly low all year, but 2019 saw record
highs reached throughout the second half of the year,
with €1.91c/kg reached in December. Coupled with a
favourable feed price, last year was a very good one for
Irish pig producers.

Selected Pigmeat Export Destinations, 2018-2019
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Policy Developments

Pig Implementation Strategy Group

The Pig Implementation Strategy Group met four times
during 2019. Chaired by Dr. Sean Brady, the group
oversees implementation of the recommendations set
out in the 2016 report of the Pig Industry Stakeholder
Group. The report, which contains over 60
recommendations, addresses a number of challenges
for the pig sector under a wide range of themes
including Bio-Security, Animal Health & Welfare,
Quality Assurance, Veterinary Medicines, and
Salmonella Control. Last year, major achievements
which the PISG was involved in included the
introduction of LEAN Principles Programme for
Farmers in the pig sector, Animal Health Ireland
beginning work in the pig sector, and the raising of the
TAMS investment ceiling from €80,000 to €200,000
(pending EU Commission approval).

Pig Salmonella Control Programme

Under the Pig Salmonella Control Programme,
monthly samples are taken at factories for all
producers who supply more than 200 pigs for slaughter
per annum. Over the course of 2019 just over 20,500
(20,668) samples from 348 herds were taken and tested
in order to provide up-to-date results for both farmers
and processors on salmonella prevalence.
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POULTRY AND EGGS

Production and Trade

Over 800 farms are involved in commercial poultry
production in Ireland, broken down between poultry
for meat, egg production, breeding farms and
hatcheries. The industry supports around 6,000 jobs,
primarily in rural areas.

Over 106 million birds were slaughtered in export-
approved plants during 2019, 96 million of which were
chickens. This represents a 7.6% increase over 2018,
and in volume terms, Irish production hit record levels
in 2019, up 6% year-on-year to reach 161,000 tonnes.

Poultry Slaughter, 2015 - 2019
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Ireland has access to 61 countries (including EU
countries) for the export of poultry meat. CSO figures
show that while the volume of exports rose by just
under 6% from 136,000 tonnes to 144,000 tonnes in
2019, the value of Irish poultry exports for 2019 fell by
4% to just under €294 million. The UK (€216 million)
accounted for 74% of that figure and France (€11
million), Denmark (€8 million), The Netherlands (€10
million) and South Africa (€29 million) also featured
prominently as export destinations.

At the end of 2019, there were a total of 257 hen egg
units registered with this Department and the
associated total no. of hens places registered exceeded
3.65 million, a slight increase on the 2018 figure.
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Summary Table of Hen Egg Producer Categories in
2019:

Hen Egg Registered Total Hen
Producer Category Units Places
Free Range 175 44%
Enriched Caged 36 52%
Organic 38 3%

Barn 8 1%

Total 257 100%

There continues to be a substantial and growing trade
in the export of Free Range and Organic eggs for human
consumption to Middle Eastern Countries with more
than 8 million eggs in 220 Consignments exported in
2019.

Over 200 poultry farmers participated in Year Three of
the Knowledge Transfer Poultry Programme which
concluded end of July 2019. Payments commenced in
October 2019.

Policy Developments

The Department’s Poultry and Egg Official Control
Programme’s function is the implementation of official
controls on Food Safety and Food Authenticity at Food
Business Operators (FBO’s). A range of official controls
on egg producers and poultry meat producers are
implemented through inspections and sampling of
FBOs in order to check compliance with food safety
and authenticity legislation. More than 2,200
inspections were undertaken on egg and poultrymeat
establishments in 2019 under Food Hygiene and
Marketing Standards legislation. 307 egg samples were
sent for various residue analyses in 2019, the majority
formed part of the National Residue Control Plan
requirements.

Over 220 poultry farmers participated in year three of
the Knowledge Transfer Poultry Programme.
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DAIRY

Production and Trade

The strong recovery in dairy markets experienced in
2018 continued in 2019 with strong global demand for
dairy products underpinning a stable performance by
the Irish dairy sector.

2019 was a much more favourable year for grass
growth and forage production which contributed to an
increase in milk production of 5.3% compared to 2018
with total deliveries exceeding 7.9 billion litres in 2019.
Irish milk production represented approximately 5% of
total EU milk production in 2019. The average price
paid to farmers in 2019 was 33.9¢/l (yearly average
including VAT and bonuses paid), down 3.2% from
35.04c¢/lin 2018.

In 2019, Ireland exported dairy products to
approximately 140 countries with a value exceeding €5
billion. This equated to a +12% volume growth and a
+10% value growth compared to 2018.

Sales of Butter exceeded the €1 billion mark for the
second year in a row in 2019 and sales of cheese, whey
and skim milk powder also saw significant growth in
both volume and value in 2019. EU-27 account for 35%
of the value of Irish dairy exports in 2019 with 45% to
international markets, while the UK accounted for 20%
of the value of dairy exports. Other significant export
markets include the Netherlands (14%), China (11%),
Germany (7%) and the United States (7%).

At the beginning of October 2019, the Office of the
United States Trade Representative (USTR) released a
list of products to be subjected to additional duties of
25%, including some important and flagship European
agriculture products. The additional duties took effect
from the 18th October 2019. Irish butter and cheese fall
under the categories of dairy products most affected
and are subject to additional import duties of 25% ad
valorem.
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Irish dairy exports to the US amounted to 52,915
tonnes, worth approx. €332 million in 2019. Approx
€194 million of Irish butter and approximately €44
million worth of cheese was exported in 2019 from
Ireland to the US. Ireland accounts for almost 90% of
EU butter exports to the US.

The key EU market development in 2019 was the sale
of the remaining Skimmed Milk Powder (SMP) from EU
intervention stocks which had been overhanging the
EU SMP market for the last few years. This has allowed
the SMP price to continue its evolution to a more
market driven basis than in the recent past.

Policy Development

During the Milk Quota regime the Department
introduced the Milk Production Partnerships Scheme,
to assist in intergenerational transfer, improve
efficiency and bring about economies of scale at farm
level. Following the ending of the Milk Quota
Regulations in 2015, the Department established a new
Farm Partnership Register. There are currently 2,970
active registered farm partnerships. Supports include
preferential stock relief; a start-up grant scheme; and
favourable terms for partnerships in Department
Schemes.

In June 2017 the Department launched the Succession
Farm Partnership (SFP) Register aimed at encouraging
best practice in intergenerational land transfer in order
to address, among other things, the issue of lack of
experience on transfer. An annual income tax break of
€5,000 is provided for up to five years and the farmer
commits to transferring a minimum of 80% of the
partnership assets to the successor between 3 and 10
years into the agreement. At present there are
approximately 60 such SFPs in operation.

The Department also provides support to the M

acra Land Mobility Service, a match making service for
farmers who wish to engage in collaborative working
arrangements but who have no readily identifiable
collaborator. The Department provided funding of
€50,000 per year to the service from 2017 - 2019
inclusive to support the efforts of Macra and Industry to
capitalise on potential efficiency gains from
collaborative working.
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CROPS

Cereals

The overall production of cereals for the country was
estimated at 2.2 million tonnes for 2019 which was an
increase on the low production of 1.8 million tones in
2018 but still somewhat behind 2017 production which
stood at 2.3 million tonnes. The quality of grain was
high in 2019 with high hectolitre weights and straw
yields also returned to normal levels particularly in
spring crops but this did result in a drop in price from
the extremely high prices attained in 2018.

The total cereal area harvested in 2019 was 261,400 ha
a modest increase in cereal area for the first time since
2012. A higher area of winter crops, which tend to yield
higher than spring crops, along with more normal
yields for spring crops in particular saw production
return to normal.

Area, Yield and Production of Cereals 2019*

Area Yield Production
(000 ha) (t/ha) (000 tonnes)
Wheat 62.1 589
Winter 58.4 10.1 560
Spring 3.7 8.3 29
Barley 176.0 1,448
Winter 81.44 9.42729
Spring 94.6 8.00 719
Oats 23.3 188
Winter 16.4 8.85 137
Spring 6.9 7.70 51
Totals 261.4 2,225

Source: Teagasc Estimated Cereal Production 2019
*refers to all production, which is subsequently sold or used alternatively,
typically for feed
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Fertiliser and Lime Inspection Programme

The sale of fertiliser and lime in Ireland is regulated by
both EU and Irish legislation. This legislation ensures
that products are labelled accurately and meet
minimum nutrient requirements. As part of the
fertiliser and lime inspection programme for 2019, a
total of 267 samples were taken at manufacturers’
premises (186 fertiliser samples and 81 lime samples).
641 individual analyses were carried out for fertilisers,
which resulted in an out of tolerance of 3.9%. 243
individual lime analyses were carried out with a result
of 8.2% out of tolerance.

There were a total of 46 active quarriesin 2019 and one
new ground limestone quarry was licensed during
2019.

Ground limestone usage was down on the previous
year (2018) by 25% to 762,865 tonnes. This follows an
increase in lime use in 2018.
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2019 Nitrates Derogation

The Nitrates Derogation is an important facility for
intensively stocked farms as it allows them, subject to
additional environmental conditions, to farm up to 250
kgs N/ha, or the equivalent of three dairy cows per
hectare. In December 2017, Ireland successfully
secured a renewal of our Nitrates Derogation for 2018 -
2021.1n 2019, a total of 6,800 farmers made an online
application for a Nitrates Derogation.

Nitrates Derogation Review 2019

EPA reports have highlighted deterioration in water
quality and increasing green house gas and ammonia
emissions. There are also significant issues around the
decline of EU protected habitats in Ireland. In light of
the increasing land area being farmed under
derogation and the environmental pressures outlined,
it was considered prudent and important to the longer
term retention of this important facility to review the
conditions of the Nitrates derogation. Ireland's current
derogation concludes in 2021, and failing to address
the environmental pressures above, would negatively
impact on any negotiations to renew this important
facility. As part of this review, a public consultation was
held and 75 submissions were received.

The Nitrates Expert Group, which comprises of officials
from the Department, EPA, DHPLG & Teagasc reported
the findings from this review which is published here:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/ruralenvironmentsustai
nability/environmentalobligations/nitrates/2019nitrate
sderogationreview/

New measures arising from the reccommendations of
the Nitrates Expert Group will be included in the Terms
& Conditions for the Nitrates Derogation applications in
2020 and 2021.

Nitrogen and Phosphorus (N&P) Data 2019

The Department’s online system, www.agfood.ie
provides farmers with detailed N&P statements,
reflecting cattle only stocking rates on their holding.
Statements are available online monthly from May to
December 2019, allowing farmers to monitor their
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Nitrate levels in order to comply with the limits. Text
messages also issue periodically to farmers registered
to receive them who are in the higher brackets for the
time of year

Agricultural Catchment Programme
(ACP) 2019

Phase 3 of the ACP commenced in January 2016 and
concluded at the end of 2019 and built on the gains and
experiences from earlier phases of the programme.

The ACP works in partnership with over 300 farmers in
six intensively farmed catchments and this farmer
engagement, which is built on the relationships of the
advisers with their farmer clients, facilitates the
research elements of the programme. The research
work is carried out according to a single experimental
design which is implemented rigorously in each
catchment. A range of biophysical and socio-economic
parameters are used to evaluate the impact of the
National Action Plan (NAP) measures and the
derogation implemented by farmers under the Nitrates
Directive. The outcomes of this research provide a
valuable insight into the processes that determine the
impact of agricultural activity on water quality in the
catchments.

ACP research indicates that in 4 out of 5 of the
catchments, improvements in nutrient management
on land is evident. Overall, evidence from the ACP
indicates that supporting farmers, through technical
advice, to make better decisions regarding how they
manage nutrient applications is likely to be the single
area with the greatest potential to improve outcomes
for water quality on Irish farms. This should deliver
increased efficiencies for the farmer while reducing risk
of nutrient loss to water.

Phase 4 of the ACP commences January 2020 until
December 2023 and as well as building on the
knowledge gained in the previous three phases, Phase
4 is enhanced to now also include research on GHG,
Carbon sequestration and this is both relevant and vital
for this Department in the context of the All of
Government Action Plan to Tackle Climate Disruption
The ASSAP is also now included in the ACP programme.



Sustainable Production

Agricultural Sustainability Support and
Advisory Programme (ASSAP) 2019

The Agricultural Sustainability Support & Advisory
Programme (ASSAP) is an innovative collaborative
initiative supported by this Department and the
Department of Housing Planning and Local
Governemnt and industry to achieve farmer
behavioural change for the protection of water in order
to meet Water Framework Directive objectives.

It is a whole of Government, whole of sector approach
to provide direct advice to farmers in 190 areas-for-
action for the protection and improvement of water
quality. 30 sustainability advisors are assigned to this
programme, 20 provided by the Government and 10 by
the Dairy Co-ops. These 30 advisors are working within
a unified partnership structure which encompasses
Teagasc, the Co-ops and LAWCO (Local Authorities
Water and Communities Office).

The programme draws on the experience and
resources of key sectoral and industry stakeholders
including the two Departments, the Local Authorities,
the Dairy Co-ops, Teagasc, Bord Bia and the farm
organisations. The Department also provides
significant administrative suuport to the Programme.

This is a new approach to achieving improvements in
water quality and supports the goals of the Food Wise
2025 strategy, facilitating increased productivity hand-
in-hand with a more sustanable sector. This will be
achieved by advisors working with farmers focusing on
improved nutrient management with more targeted
use of fertiliser, better farmyard practice and
appropriate measures for identified critical source
areas. Over time more widespread sustainability
approaches developed by Teasasc will be implemented
focusing on climate change and biodiversity.

The second River Basin Management Plan (RBMP),
published in April 2018, identifies that 1,460 river and
lake water bodies are at risk of not meeting the Water
Framework Directive's quality objectives; agriculture is
the significant pressure in 53% of these water bodies.
The Nitrates Regulations are the main agricultural
measure in the RBMP; these regulations lay down
comprehensive requirements for farmers to abide by to
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ensure the protection of waters from agricultural
sources. However, farmer compliance rate with these
regulations over the years has been unsatisfactory
leading to the conclusion that a new collaborative
initiative is required for better farmer engagement.

The ASSAP has been set up to provide free advice and
support to farmers to assist with complying with the
nitrates regulations, provide solutions for critical
source areas and to improve water quality. It is
estimated that there are around 20,000 farmers in
these 190 areas-for-action of which around 7,000 will
be receiving advice under this programme from 2018 to
2021.

Forestry

Forests cover 11% of the land area of the country, a
significant increase from a low of 1% forest cover at the
beginning of the 20th century. Private afforestation,
undertaken with support from the State, contributed to
this increase, with forest cover in Ireland increasing by
some 320,000 hectares between 1985 and 2012. This is
one of the highest levels of increase in forest cover
among developed countries. The development of
forestry in Ireland over the last number of decades has
resulted in the creation of an indigenous and
internationally competitive industry that supports jobs
and communities across rural Ireland. Notwithstanding
an ongoing level of new planting, forest cover in Ireland
at 11% is one of the lowest levels in Europe, with the
European (EU28) average being c.33%.

The establishment of new forests is funded under the
Afforestation scheme, which forms part of the Forestry
programme 2014-2020. The table below sets out the
area of new forests planted, for which grants were paid.

Afforestation levels 2013-2019 (hectares)

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

6,252 6,156 6,293 6,500 5,536 4,025 3550
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Following the Forestry Programme 2014-20 midterm
review (MTR) which was completed in 2018, a series of
new schemes introduced had their first full year of
implementation in 2019. The strong increase in
broadleaf tree species planting in 2018, did not
continue in 2019, but in response to measures in
support of Broadleaf planting it remains at a
significantly higher level than before MTR with 25% of
broadleaf afforestation as a percentage of total
planting in 2019.

Avery strong interest in the Woodland Improvement
Scheme was observed in 2019 while demand for the
new Continuous Cover Forestry scheme exceeded
expectations.

The Forestry Division successfully managed and
supervised the transformation of 14,128 forestry
parcels relating to six Counties into the Department’s
new Land Parcel Identification System in 2019.

Woodland Environmental Fund (WEF)

The Woodland Environmental Fund (WEF) is unique in
terms of schemes run by the Department. Instead of
distributing exchequer and EU funding to farmers, the
WEF creates a third source of finance to support their
farming enterprise. Under this initiative funding from
the business community is given directly to farmers to
establish native woodlands. The WEF ties in with the
Department’s existing Afforestation Scheme which
covers 100% of the cost of establishing native
woodlands and also pays an annual premium to the
landowner of up to €680 per hectare payable each year
for 15 years. The WEF involves an additional top-up of
€1,000 per hectare by the business as a once-off
payment for farmers and other private landowners.
Businesses taking part in the WEF are able to
demonstrate their corporate social responsibilities by
funding projects that are good for the environment and
society as a whole. Companies participating so far in
WEF include Lidl, Aldi, Microsoft, Accenture, An Post
and KBI Global Investment.
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The National Forest Inventory

During 2019, preparations were made to commence
the fourth NFI cycle. Field data collection is scheduled
to commence in February 2020. Multi-resource
information will be collected across the forest estate
including information on forest area and species
composition, growing stock (m3), biodiversity, forest
health and carbon content.

The COFORD Council

The COFORD Council is a body comprising of
stakeholders from across the forestry sector who are
appointed by the Minister of State for Forestry to advise
his Department on issues related to the development
of the forest sector in Ireland.

The COFORD advisory council 2019-2021 has
established a number of Working Groups and has
published a number reports across a broad range of
areas. The following working groups have been
established;

Forest Genetic Resources Working Group
Roundwood Forecasting and Wood Mobilisation
Group

Working Group on Forests, Climate Change
Mitigation and Adaption

Working Group on Forest Policy, monitoring of
implementation

Working Group on Promotion of Forestry and
Afforestation

Working Group to formulate the socioeconomic
contribution of the Irish forest sector Ecosystem
services

Further information on the Council and the objectives
and work being undertaken in the working groups is

available at www.coford.ie. COFORD publications and
working group reports are available at www.coford.ie.
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Initiatives to Support Private Forest
Owners to Manage Forests

Since the 1980s, some 22,000 individual landowners
have established new forests in Ireland. This represents
an investment by the State of approximately €3 billion.
Although plantation forests form approximately 7% of
the world’s forests, they supply over a third of the
world’s timber (FAO) and continue to play an important
role in providing multiple benefits.

According to the All Ireland Roundwood Production
Forecast 2016 - 2035, published by COFORD, wood
production is set to double from 4 million cubic metres
to 8 million cubic metres by 2035 mostly from these
privately owned forests. In order to realise, and
maximise, the return on the investment by the State
and landowners in forestry to date, the mobilisation
(harvesting, extraction and use) of this timber is
essential, thereby also creating economic activity along
the supply chain through activities such as harvesting,
transportation, replanting and processing. The
COFORD Council has published a number of reports
highlighting key barriers to mobilisation which need to
be addressed to ensure timber is harvested at the
levels forecasted.

Knowledge Transfer Groups for Forestry

‘Mobilising Ireland’s Timber Resource’, a policy
document issued by COFORD, identified a number of
barriers to private timber mobilisation (i.e. extraction
and sale of timber from privately owned forests) in
Ireland. These barriers include the fragmentation of the
private forest estate - with forests averaging 8.8
hectares in the ownership of 22,000 private forest
owners.

As part of the Forestry Programme 2014-2020, the
Department introduced some measures to target
challenges to the forestry sector and to develop and
promote a forestry culture in Ireland. One of these
measures was to extend the Knowledge Transfer model
to Forestry. A lack of forest management knowledge
amongst a significant proportion of private forest
owners was recognised as a substantial barrier to
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timber mobilisation. In 2017, the Department provided
funding for a pilot Forestry Knowledge Transfer
Scheme for 270 private forest owners in four groups.
The pilot study was successfully completed in March
2018 and a national scheme was launched in May 2018,
followed by another national scheme in 2019 with
more than 600 participants taking part in the schemes
in each year.

The purpose of the Forestry KTG scheme is to provide
private forest owners with additional knowledge and
support in management activities in their forest. The
scheme uses peer-to-peer learning, where the group,
assisted by a forestry professional acting as facilitator,
discusses and shares knowledge on various topics.
There were seven learning events in each module, with
up to two events at outdoor venues, such as a saw mill
or a forestry site.

Organic Farming

While the Organic Sector in Ireland is still relatively
smallin relation to agriculture as a whole, the Organic
Sector is one experiencing considerable growth at
present. There are currently 2,356 organic operators in
Ireland, of whom over 1,850 are farmers. The area of
land under organic production has expanded
dramatically under the current Rural Development
Programme, thanks to the suite of supports that have
been putin place. Latest figures indicate that there are
now some 74,000 hectares under organic production,
an increase of nearly 50% on the position at the start of
the Programme in 2014.

Organic Farming Operators and Hectarage

2016 2017 2018 2019
2,127 2,136 2,127 2,356
(72,364ha) (70,722ha) (71,000ha)

(74,000ha)
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Arange of organic events took place in 2019 to raise
awareness on organic farming. In February 2019, Bord
Bia co-ordinated Ireland’s participation at Biofach,
which is the most important international trade event
for organic food industry professionals and companies.
Those attending the event, both from Europe and
further afield, are predominantly purchasing decision-
makers from the retail, food service and distribution
sectors.

Other events in 2019 included the demonstration
organic farms programme organised by Teagasc, which
involved a range of different enterprises.

Organic capital grant schemes under the RDP
continued to provide grant aid for investments by
farmers and processors in facilities and equipment.
Grant aid of 40% of the cost, up to a maximum of
€60,000, in the case of on-farm investments and
€500,000 for investments off-farm is available.

Genetic Resources

The Department, under the Genetic Resources Grant
Aid Scheme issued its annual call for proposals in
relation to the conservation of plant, animal, forestry,
micro-organisms, invertebrates and aquatic genetic
resources.

In 2019, funding of over €40,000 was allocated to six
projects to support research undertaken by third level
institutions, stakeholder associations and sector
interest groups relating to a range of topics including

B Analysis of heritage crops,

B Market opportunities for endangered Irish equine
breeds

B Breeding programme for Droimeann cattle

B Astrategy for the conservation of native free living
honeybee colonies

B Conservation of the Irish apple genome

B Aninsitu conservation project for priority crop wild
relative

For further information:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmerschemespaymen
ts/otherfarmersschemes/conservationofgeneticresourc
esforfoodandagriculture/geneticresourcesprojects/

Climate Change

The long-term policy vision for the agriculture and land
use sector is ‘an approach to carbon neutrality in the
agriculture and land use sector, including forestry,
which does not compromise the capacity for
sustainable food production. Over the course of 2019
the environmental goals of the agriculture and land use
sector including forestry were progressed in line with
the long-term policy vision for a carbon neutral sector.

Adaptation and Mitigation Planning

Ireland’s first statutory National Adaptation Framework
was published in January 2018 and identified twelve
priority areas where sectoral adaptation plans are
required to be prepared. This Department is the lead
Department for three of these priority areas:
agriculture, forestry and seafood. During 2018, work
commenced on the development of a first statutory
sectoral adaptation plan for the three areas under the
Department’s remit which must be submitted to
Government no later than 30 September 2019.

Towards the end of 2018 preparations commenced for
the development of an All of Government Plan to tackle
climate disruption. This Plan builds on the National
Mitigation Plan and will include actions to deliver on
our climate targets.

The Department published its first statutory
Agriculture, Forest and Seafood Climate Change
Sectoral Adaptation Plan during 2019. The overall
adaptation goal of the Sectoral Adaptation Plan is to
build resilience to the effects of climate change and
weather related events in the agriculture, forestry and
seafood sector, to reduce any negative impacts where
possible, to take advantage of any opportunities and to
contribute to the achievement of the Department’s
Statement of Strategy Goals.
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During 2019 the All of Government Climate Action Plan
to tackle climate breakdown was published setting out
the actions required to meet Ireland’s EU target for
2030 as discussed above.

Distribution of Irish agriculture emissions 2018
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19.62 1988 +1.89%
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Clean Air Strategy

The Clean Air Strategy for Ireland is coordinated by the
Department of Communications, Climate Action and
Environment (DCCAE). It provides an opportunity to
address air pollution in Ireland, containing a suite of
policies and legislative proposals to update and
modernise EU clean air legislation. A key component is
a revised National Emission Ceilings Directive (NECD)
with more ambitious and protective national emission
ceilings for key pollutants which sets tighter limits in
2030 for five air pollutants - particulate matter (PM10
and PM2.5), sulphur dioxide (S02), nitrogen oxides
(NOx), ammonia (NH3) and volatile organic compounds
(VOC).

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
continues to engage with DCCAE in relation to the
development of Ireland’s Clean Air Strategy as a
nationally coordinated strategy to implement the EU
NECD 2016. The NECD entered into force on 31
December 2016 and Ireland transposed it into national
legislation with S.I. No. 232 of 2018 (European Union
(National Emission Ceiling) Regulations 2018. The
Department collaborated closely with DCCAE to
develop the agriculture components of Ireland’s
National Air Pollution Control Programme (NAPCP)
submitted in April 2019.

Under the NECD, Ireland has had a mandatory ceiling
for ammonia since 2010 which was exceeded for the
first time in 2016 and continues to rise. As 99% of all
ammonia emissions come from the agri-food sector,
there is an onus on the sector to reduce emissions and
bring them in line with the legislative limits. In
November 2019, the Department of Agriculture, Food
and the Marine released a Code of Good Agricultural
Practice for Reducing Ammonia Emissions which raises
awareness of the options for farmers. This is a guidance
document that outlines the best practice actions
farmers can take to help reduce theirammonia
emissions. It is a requirement for every Member State
to make this code available to all farmers and to submit
it as part of the response to addressing the NECD and
Gothenburg protocol. This code will ensure coherence
with Ireland’s Nitrates Action Programme (NAP) and

will further encourage improvements in nitrogen use
efficiency. Furthermore, conditionality of the Nitrates
derogation was reviewed and now includes some
ammonia abatement measures such as use of low
emission slurry spreading technology.

Bioenergy

The main contribution of the agriculture and forest
sectors is in the supply of bioenergy feedstock,
whether from biomass in the form of wood products
such as forest thinnings and wood fuel, animal by
products (ABP) or other agri-food by-products such as
straw, slurries and processing waste, e.g. whey from
cheese-making. Other sources of biomass include
energy crops or grass silage.

The mid-term review of the Forestry Programme 2014-
2020 was published in early 2018 and included
substantial increases in the premiums paid for growing
trees suitable for fibre and biomass.

This Department continues to work closely with the
Department of Communications, Climate Action and
Environment to explore further opportunities for
encouraging the sustainable use of farm manures and
agri-residues - primarily for use in the Anaerobic
Digestion industry for the production of
biogas/biomethane and forest based biomass, all of
which can displace fossil fuels and energy intensive
materials.

A new Support Scheme for Renewable Heat (SSRH) was
launched in 2018 by SEAI and is open to commercial,
industrial, agricultural, district heating, public sector
and other non-domestic heat users. The scheme
provides grant support for the installation of air source,
ground source and water source heat pumps. The
Scheme offers ongoing operational support (a tariff)
based on useable heat output in renewable heating
systems, in new installations or installations that
currently use a fossil fuel heating system and convert to
using the following technologies:

B Biomass boiler or biomass HE CHP heating systems
B Biogas (anaerobic digestion) boiler or biogas HE
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CHP heating systems

The Department supports renewable heat technologies
in the form of supports for biomass boilers under the
Pig and Poultry Investment Scheme (PPIS) and the
Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme (YFCIS). Air-
source heat pumps are currently supported under PPIS
and YFCIS schemes and they may be used as part of a
water heater under the Dairy Equipment Scheme.
Grant aid is also available under PPIS and YFCIS
schemes for solar panels used for electricity production
(photovoltaic) and water heating that are permanently
erected to buildings used for pig, poultry and egg
production. New energy grants under TAMS were
announced in early 2019 with grant aid for solar PV
now extended to all sectors and all lighting funded
under the scheme will be required to be LED lighting.

Energy efficiency is fundamental to reducing carbon
emissions and energy costs. Some of the elements of
TAMS Il support the installation of new dairy
equipment which is more energy efficient than older
technology. Furthermore, the Sustainable Energy
Authority of Ireland (SEAI) re-opened the pilot dairy
energy efficiency scheme which grant aided the
installation of variable speed drives.

The Department continued to support the promotion
of the Wood Fuel Quality Assurance scheme and the
provision of advice on forest-based biomass supply
chains and fuels. See www.woodenergy.ie. New wood
energy supply chain software was developed by the
Department and made available through the
www.coford.ie and www.woodenergy.ie websites. In
addition, a number of workshops related to this
software were organised nationally.
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Seafood

Overview

The Irish seafood industry comprises of the commercial
sea fishing industry, the aquaculture industry and the
seafood processing industry. The seafood industry is
based on the utilisation of a high quality, indigenous
natural resource, which has excellent potential for
added value and makes a significant contribution to
the national economy in terms of output, employment
and exports.

Seafood exports

The seafood sector offers huge potential for expansion
as global demand for seafood as a healthy premium
protein increases. Over the next decade, consumption
is projected to grow by 42 million tonnes per annum
according to the Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) as the world population is set to reach 8 billion
by 2025. Itis clear that a huge expansion in food
production, including seafood, will be required world-
wide to meet this need.

The value of Irish seafood exports in 2019 was
estimated to be in the region of €577 million,
maintaining the value of 2018. Challenges were found
in certain sectors while there was positive growth in
others. The value of salmon exports increased by 25%,
driven by a 20% increase in volume with positive price
growth. Global demand for seafood continued to
increase in 2019 and Irish exporters reported strong
demand for their products in the main export markets.

The main EU markets, France, Spain, Italy and Germany
account for approximately 50% (€288 million) of total
exports by value. The International market accounted
for approximately 36% (€206 million) of total exports in
2019. Exports to the four main Asian markets (China,
Hong Kong, South Korea and Japan) remained stable in
value terms in 2019 compared to 2018. These markets
accounted for 14% of total seafood export values. The
wider South East Asian markets (Taiwan, Vietnam,
Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand) accounted for over
14% (€81 million) of total export values in 2019.

Main Product Trends

In the pelagic sector, a reduction of 20% in Ireland’s
total allowable catch for mackerel had a direct impact
on the volumes exported in 2019. However, prices and
demand for Irish mackerel were strong particularly in
Asia where there was a shortage of stocks. The best
performing pelagic markets in 2019 were in Asia and in
Europe while significant growth was seen in the UK and
Middle East. Demand for Irish mackerel in China has
increased by around 61% in value, while demand for
Irish horse mackerel increased by 174% in Egypt. The
African markets performed well earlier in the year but
struggled to match the new price levels. Core markets
in Europe also performed well. Spain remains our
main market for whitefish followed by the UK and
France, these markets represent over 85% of total
whitefish exports. The Irish whitefish total allowable
catch remained relatively stable in 2019 compared to
2018.

Export values on Irish shellfish fell in 2019 after a
number of challenges affected production throughout
the year. The largest shellfish export in 2018 was frozen
prawns, which accounted for an estimated 10% of total
seafood exports.

The live crab sector had another very productive year,
growing in export value by 63% with excellent
performances being recorded in France, which
increased in value terms by 47% during 2019. This was
driven by a doubling in export volumes to this market
despite a 29% decrease in the average price per tonne.

Exports of prepared shellfish which include clams and
whelks, decreased in value by 27% during the year
driven by volume declines of 23% during this period.
South Korea, which remains the main export market,
accounting for almost 73% of total exports in this
category, decreased in value by 22% during the year.
Exports to China decreased by 44% while export value
to Hong Kong declined by 20% during the year.

The Irish oyster sector had a tough year with export
values decreasing by 15%. Exports of packed oysters to
all major export partners declined significantly. Export
values to France declined by 15%, China 25% and Hong

105



Seafood

Kong by 21%, all driven by volume. In 2018, salmon
export values increased by 43% while the price of Irish
salmon continued to increase as demand drove the
organic salmon sector. The French market continued to
dominate Irish salmon exports, accounting for 41% of
total values, while exports to Poland doubled from
1,000 tonnes to 2,000 tonnes and increasing in value
from €9 million to €21 million year on year.

Common Fisheries Policy

The seas around Ireland (ICES Sub Areas 6 and 7)
contain some of the most productive and biologically
sensitive areas in EU waters. The fisheries stocks
within these areas come under the remit of the
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP).

The main objective of the CFP is to allow for the
rebuilding of fish stocks in European waters over time
which will support the viability of the European fishing
industry through long term management of stocks,
reducing and eliminating discards and rebuilding
stocks to Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY).

B Phased ending of discards - The discard ban or
landing obligation, which is a key element of the
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), was phased in over
a number of years and was fully implemented in
2019. The North West Waters Regional Group of
Member States, (Ireland, Belgium, France, UK,
Netherlands and Spain), is in place to manage
fisheries at a regional level under the CFP and
meets regularly to agree discard plans and other
fisheries measures in consultation with the relevant
stakeholders. It consults the relevant Advisory
Councils of stakeholders on a regular basis. The
group met regularly throughout 2019 to discuss
various implementation issues and to work on
additional measures following the full
implementation of the landing obligation.

B Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) is the level which
allows the highest catch of fish while keeping stocks
sustainable in the long term. 2019 marked the
deadline under the CFP to end overfishing by
setting Total Allowable Catches (TAC) in accordance
with the scientific advice. This means that for most
stocks, where sufficient advice is available, quotas
have been set at levels that ensure long-term
sustainability, in line with the MSY principle. The
catch limits proposed by the European Commission
in the Atlantic, the North Sea and the Baltic Sea
have seen over-exploitation decline drastically over
the last number of years. Fishing opportunities
negotiated at the December 2019 Agriculture &
Fisheries Council were fixed for 2020 in line with the
MSY objective. For 32 of the 47 stocks of particular
interest to Ireland, the quotas for 2020 were set at
or below the scientific advice where available,
meeting MSY criteria. For other stocks, the Council
agreed restrictive or precautionary quotas to allow
for unavoidable by-catches or the collection of
scientific data.

B Multi-annual fisheries plans - The aim of multi-
annual fisheries plans is to restore and maintain fish
stocks at sustainable levels while ensuring the
social and economic viability for fishermen
operating in certain regions. In March 2019, the
European Council adopted the multiannual plan for
management of fisheries in Western Waters, which
is extremely important from an Irish perspective.

The regulation sets out a comprehensive
management plan including all relevant fish stocks
and sets fishing objectives for the key target
species. It ensures these stocks are fished in line
with the MSY principle while catches are managed
accordingly to the precautionary approach.
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FISHERIES MANAGEMENT AND
CONSERVATION

Fish Quota Management 2019

In 2019, the Department was responsible for managing
over 193,606 tonnes of fish quotas. As part of this
management process, under the Sea-Fisheries and
Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006, 997 authorisations and
amendments were issued. In addition, 60 Fisheries
Management Notices and 10 Statutory Instruments
were brought into effect by the Minister to support the
management of Ireland’s fisheries.

Also in 2019, 40 separate Demersal (whitefish and
prawn) fish stocks were managed in consultation with
the Quota Management Advisory Committee, which
involves representatives of the fishing sector. Catch
limits set out in the Fisheries Management Notice are
displayed on the Department’s web-site and circulated
to industry representative organisations.

Quota Balancing 2019

A Quota Balancing system is being introduced on a
phased basis to assist with the full implementation of
the landing obligation (as provided for under
Regulation (EU) N0.1380/2013, Article 15). A Pilot Quota
Balancing Policy for Pelagic Stocks was implemented
in 2018 and a Pilot Quota Balancing Policy for Demersal
(Whitefish) Stocks is due to be implemented in 2020.
The quota balancing system contributes to
conservation and management of fish quotas. Quota
balancing carried out up to April 2020, for pelagic
stocks fished in 2019, will result in over 4,600 tonnes of
quota being balanced and redistributed. In respect of
the 2019 fisheries, 336 quota balancing statements
were issued to licence holders by the end of April 2020.

2020 Total Allowable Catches and Quotas

In the context of preparing for the annual EU
negotiations, a Sustainability Impact Assessment on
Total Allowable Catches (TACs) and quotas for 2020 was
presented to the Dail by the Minister in December 2019.
The Sustainability Impact Assessment was developed
following input from the marine agencies including the
SFPA, BIM and Ml and a meeting involving all relevant
stakeholders which took place in November 2019.

The EU Council of Fisheries Ministers in December 2019
agreed TACs and quotas for 2020. The Minister secured
195,000 tonnes of quotas worth €275 million for Irish
fishermen for 2020. Key achievements included an
increase in quotas for a number of important stocks -
including Mackerel (41% increase), and Haddock
(+30%), Monkfish (+7%) and Megrims (+3%) in the
Celtic Sea. Stocks such as Cod and Whiting in the Celtic
Sea remain in very poor shape and agreement was
reached on the introduction of significant additional
safeguards designed to rebuild these stocks. The
Council agreed measures will deliver the necessary
protections for Cod and Whiting while still allowing
vessels to continue fishing in a sustainable way.

Taking these necessary steps now will aid the
rebuilding of the stocks in our Celtic Sea fisheries and
avoid the need for closures.

SeaFest 2019 - Harnessing Our Ocean
Wealth - Developing Ireland’s Blue
Economy

SeaFest 2019 attracted over 90,000 visitors to Cork City
Docklands during the three-day event from 7-9 June
2019. This was the first of a three year location of the
event in Cork, following the previous successful three
year staging of the event in Galway from 2016-2018. As
Ireland's national maritime festival, SeaFest aims to
strengthen our maritime identity, increasing
participation and engagement with the sea in
accordance with Goal 3 of Harnessing Our Ocean
Wealth (Ireland’s Integrated Marine Plan). Working
together with Cork City Council and a wide range of
partner agencies and organizations, the Marine
Institute coordinated SeaFest on behalf of the cross-
government Marine Coordination Group, which is
chaired by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the
Marine. The Department’s marine agencies, BIM, SFPA
and Bord Bia were central to the event showcasing
Ireland’s range of activities and highlighting Ireland’s
diverse seafood industry and marine resource.

The associated sixth 'Our Ocean Wealth Summit' also
took place as part of SeaFest. The theme of the 2019
Summit held on 10th of June at Cork’s City Hall, was
'Shared Voices from Small Island States’. The 750
delegates attending the event heard from leading
national and international speakers including former
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US Secretary of State John Kerry, UN representatives of
Small Island Developing States (SIDS), political and
business leaders, and young ocean ambassadors. The
principal discussions focused on climate change
impacts on the health of our shared oceans resources.
Minister Creed addressed delegates at the Summit,
welcoming continuing positive growth trends in
Ireland's Blue Economy and sharing Ireland’s recent
experiences with sustainable blue growth initiatives.

The Minister also launched, on behalf of Government,
the annual Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth Review of
Progress. The summit was also addressed by An
Tanaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Simon Coveney, Minister of State for Housing and
Urban Development Damien English and Mairead
McGuinness, First Vice President, European Parliament.
Other key events that took place during SeaFest
included The Irish Marine Industry Showcase, Smart
Maritime and Offshore Wind on June 11th at
Millennium Hall, Cork City Hall, coordinated by
Enterprise Ireland.

At a local level in the host city of Cork, it is estimated
that SeaFest and associated events in 2019 generated
€4.1 million in direct income for the city’s tourism
industry. Local, national and international media
coverage of the festival reached record levels. For
example, media coverage reached an estimated
audience of 100 million with SeaFest 2019 featured on
shows such as SkyNews, RTE Nationwide and RTE
Countrywide. SeaFest also received a national award
for ‘Best Cultural Event’ at the 2019 Event Industry
Awards and was described by judges as “a great
celebration of Ireland’s maritime heritage that serves
an important cultural purpose”.

Aquaculture Licensing

The independent Aquaculture Licensing Review Group,
appointed by the Minister to review the process of
licensing for aquaculture and its associated legal
framework, submitted its Report to the Minister in May
2017.

The Review Group carried out a detailed investigation
of the existing aquaculture licensing process,
undertook comprehensive stakeholder consultation
and examined comparative national and international
consent systems to determine best practice for
managing a complex licensing process in a transparent,
environmentally appropriate and legally robust
manner.

Since receiving the Report of the Review Group, the
Department has engaged in detailed consideration of
the recommendations set out in the Report with a view
to their implementation, having regard to the
legislative, environmental, technical and public
interest issues that arise. The Department has also
engaged closely with industry representatives and
relevant State Agencies.

The core reason for the Licensing Review Group was
the need to address in a focused manner the
Aquaculture Licensing backlog. In response the
Department undertook a two-year project to eliminate
the shellfish licensing backlog. This resulted in 305 and
324 licence determinations achieved in 2018 and 2019
respectively.

Aquaculture Licence Determinations 2012 - 2019
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Approximately 1200 licence determinations have been
made since 2012.

The shellfish licensing backlog has now been
eliminated as an issue affecting the aquaculture
industry. The elimination of the shellfish licensing
backlog is a game changer for the industry and
provides the solid footing for the industry long
demanded by industry representatives.

The effective elimination of the shellfish licensing
backlog has enabled the Department to turn its focus
to the backlog in the processing of marine finfish
aquaculture licences. The processing of applications
for finfish licences in the marine environment is
complex, not least due to the requirement for
operators to produce Environmental Impact
Statements and for the Department and relevant
Agencies to analyse these reports in detail. A
substantial number of Environmental Impact
Statements remained outstanding from aquaculture
operators in 2019. The Department worked closely
with Industry Representatives in 2019 with a view to
expediting the submission of the outstanding
Environmental Impact Statements.

Sea-Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2019

The Sea-Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2019 was signed
by the President on 4 April 2019 and was commenced
by the Minister on 23 April 2019. The Act provides for
legislative amendments to the Sea-Fisheries and
Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 in order to address the
Supreme Court finding in October 2016 that fishing by
Northern Ireland vessels within the 0-6 nautical mile
zone of the territorial waters of the State was not
permitted by law.

Developing Sustainable Inshore Fisheries

The National Inshore Fisheries Forum (NIFF) met on
four occasions during 2019 to discuss and develop
proposals concerning inshore fisheries and their
interactions with Natura 2000 sites. The NIFF is
supported by a network of six Regional Inshore
Fisheries Forums (RIFFs), which involve representation
from inshore fisheries and other marine stakeholders. A
dedicated website provides information on the work of
the Forums: www.inshoreforums.ie.

The Minister launched the Strategy for the Irish Inshore
Fisheries Sector 2019-2023 on behalf of the NIFF at the
end of February 2019. The strategy was developed
through an extensive process involving the Inshore
Fisheries Forums and is the first industry-led blueprint
for the sector. Itidentifies objectives and actions that
will shape the work of the Forums over the next few
years. Bord lascaigh Mhara (BIM) is leading
implementation of the strategy, which will seek to
target funding support available under the European
Maritime and Fisheries Fund to where it can be most
effectively used. A strategy implementation group,
which includes the Department, BIM, the Marine
Institute, the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority and
industry representatives, is monitoring and driving
implementation progress.

The Minister approved an industry-proposed increase
of the Minimum Conservation Reference Size (MCRS)
for landings of brown crab. The measure raised the
MCRS to 140mm for brown crab taken by Irish

sea-fishing boats in waters around Ireland (ICES areas
VI and VIl), an increase on the 130mm MCRS set out in
EU legislation. The Minister also approved an industry-
led initiative to provide legal protection for crawfish v-
notched as part of a Marine Institute research project in
the southwest.

Management of the all-island mussel seed fishery
continued in 2019, with the autumn fishing season
commencing in the Irish Sea in late September and
starting in Castlemaine Harbour, Co. Kerry, in early
October (see Natura 2000 section below). The fishery
continues to be certified by the Marine Stewardship
Council (MSC). The current certification, which was
issued in 2018 and is valid for five years, says the
fishery has been found to comply with the MSC
requirements and is well-managed and sustainable.
This follows a previous conditional certification
received in 2013. At the end of 2019, a six-week public
consultation took place to seek the views of those with
an interest in the Irish Sea mussel seed fishery
regarding management arrangements in place for the
fishery. The consultation concluded on 31 December
with 86 submissions received.
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Implementation of Natura 2000 Directives

Natura 2000 is an EU network of core breeding and
resting sites for rare and threatened species, and some
rare natural habitat types which are protected in their
own right. The Marine Institute (the state agency
responsible for marine research, technology
development and innovation in Ireland) previously
prepared a risk assessment of sea-fisheries interactions
with Natura 2000 protected species and habitats along
the South and West coasts of Ireland. It expects to
complete a similar assessment for protected bird
species in 2020. These assessments are being made
under Article 6.2 of the European Union’s Habitats
Directive. A similar risk assessment was completed by
the Institute in 2013 for fishing activities in Natura 2000
sites in the Irish Sea (East coast). Working with the
National and Regional Inshore Fisheries Forums, the
Government has commenced actions to address risks
posed by sea-fisheries activities on a priority basis.

The Minister approved an amendment to the fisheries
Natura plan for the mussel seed fishery in Castlemaine
Harbour, Co. Kerry, at the start of October 2019. The
request for an amendment arose from the industry and
on screening, was not found to be a material change to
the plan which would require appropriate assessment.
Also, the Minister issued a fisheries Natura declaration
in October to extend the boundaries of an area around
Dalkey Island where fishing for mussels is prohibited.
The Minister accepted a recommendation from the
Marine Institute to close the area on a precautionary
basis due to the presence of protected reef habitat.

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act
2015, building on the National Climate Change
Adaptation Framework, provided for the preparation of
Sectoral Adaptation Plans. Following on from
preparatory work carried out in 2018 a draft
Agriculture, Forest and Seafood Climate Change
Adaptation plan was published for public consultation
on 27 June 2019. The draft plan was subsequently
updated to reflect issues raised in the submissions
received as part of the consultation process. The
Agriculture, Forest and Seafood Climate Change
Sectoral Adaptation Plan was approved by Government
on 31 October 2019 and can be viewed on the
Department’s website.

The Seafood Climate Adaptation Working Group,
consisting of representatives from each of the Marine
Agencies (BIM, Ml and SFPA) and the Department,
helped ensure the delivery of a comprehensive
Sectoral Adaptation Plan which addresses key
adaptation areas. The Marine Institute (Ml) reviewed
The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) Special Report on the Ocean
and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate (SROCC),
published in September 2019, and summarised the key
findings of the report which included that oceans are
likely warming at all depths, global sea level is rising
and geographical shift of species is being observed.

Opportunities to raise awareness of climate change
within the seafood sector were availed of throughout
2019 including the distribution of a climate change
adaptation planning leaflet at events including
SeaFest, the Skipper Expo and several of the SFPA
Breakfast events. A Seafood Climate Adaptation
booklet containing six case studies was also available
at Seafest; the case studies help develop a deeper
understanding of how climate change will impact the
seafood sector and promote discussion on climate
adaptation.

Clean Oceans Initiative

Protecting our oceans is one of 17 Global Goals that
make up the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. Ireland’s commitment to Goal 14, Life
below water is reflected in the enthusiasm shown
towards the Clean Oceans Initiative.

Bord lascaigh Mhara (BIM), Ireland’s Seafood
Development Agency, is a Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) Champion 2019-2020 for Goal 2 (End
Hunger), Goal 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth),
Goal 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production)
and Goal 14 (Life Below Water).

The Clean Oceans Initiative was launched by the
Minister in January 2019 at Union Hall Pier, Co. Cork to
address marine plastic pollution being encountered
routinely by Irish sea-fishing boats. At that time the
Minister called for all Irish trawlers at every pier and
every port to actively participate in Ireland’s first
coordinated initiative on land and at sea to collect,
reduce and reuse marine litter and clean up our marine
environment.
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European Maritime and Fisheries Fund OP
2014-2020 (EMFF)

Ireland’s 2014-2020 EMFF Programme was formally
adopted by the European Commission in December
2015 and contains a broad range of support measures
to foster the sustainable growth of the seafood sector
(fisheries, aquaculture and processing). The
Programme is co-funded by the European Union and
the Government of Ireland. EU support for the
Programme amounts to €147.6 million over the seven-
year Programme lifespan and this EU funding is
supplemented by Government funding, to bring the
total support available under the Programme to
approximately €239.2 million.

All EMFF schemes were operational by the end of 2018.
In the period 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 the
following actions were supported under the EMFF OP

2014-2020.

Union Priority 2019 Public Expenditure
Sustainable Development of Fisheries €17,827,402
Sustainable Development of Aquaculture €5,730,130
Supporting the Common Fisheries Policy €24,701,335
Community Led Local Development €3,014,706
Marketing & Processing of Seafood Products €5,010,288
Supporting the Integrated Maritime Policy €2,696,820

While progress on the implementation of the EMFF OP
is monitored and reported to the Commission annually,
evaluation of its contribution to achieving policy
objectives is reported periodically i.e., in 2017, 2019
and 2024. Programme impacts at the end of 2019 will
be evaluated as part of an enhanced Annual
Implementation Report to be submitted to
Commission in June 2020.
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Capital Development Programme

In 2019, the total voted expenditure on this Programme
was €29.4 million, of which €27.7 million was spent on
the Fishery Harbour Centres, with a further €82,000
spent on Cape Clear Island and for maintaining a range
of piers, lights and beacons around the coast under the
Department’s remit. The significant investment on
these works is project managed by the Department’s
Engineering Division which also provides technical
support and advisory and inspectorial services on all
fishery harbour developments.

Key Projects in Fishery Harbour Centres
in 2019

Castletownbere

Harbour pier development works currently under
construction at Castletownbere will provide an
expansion of the existing Dinish Wharf to include an
additional 216 m length of quay, capital dredging
works, two rock armoured breakwaters and associated
works. The €23.44 million works contract was awarded
in July 2018. The construction works commenced in
October 2018, progressing steadily throughout 2019
with capital dredging, steel sheet piling, tubular piling,
placement of engineering fill materials and concrete
decking to extend the pier, in addition to construction
on two new breakwater arms at the entrance to the
inner harbour. This project incurred an expenditure of
€16.8 million in 2019.

Dinish Wharf Expansion, Castletownbere FHC
Construction Contract Works in progress 2019

Works were also completed in 2019 on the construction
of a new Harbour Administration building at the
Mainland Quay, Castletownbere. This project involved
the demolition of the old auction hall and existing
harbour offices and the construction of the new
building and new car park. The building will
accommodate the Harbour Master, his staff and also
the SFPA port staff. The development was opened by
the Minister in May 2019 and provides a focal pointin
the harbour and will contribute to the redevelopment
of the harbour and town areas to coincide with
proposed traffic management improvements planned
for the town. This project cost €1.88 million in total and
had an expenditure of €0.51 million in 2019.

New Harbour Administration Building,
Castletownbere FHC
Construction Contract Works completed in 2019

Ros An Mhil

In 2019, a project comprising the construction of a
breakwater extension to provide additional shelter to
the small craft harbour commenced in November 2018
and was completed in April 2019, with a total project
cost of €0.75 million (including expenditure of €0.63
million in 2019).

-

Breakwater Extension, Ros An Mhil FHC
Construction Contract Works completed in 2019
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Capital Development Programme

Killybegs

To meet the increasing demand from the fishing
industry, work commenced in 2017 on the construction
of a 120 metre extension to the pier at Smooth Point.
The pier extension will accommodate vessels with a
draft of up to 9 metres at low water. Phase 1 of the
project involving the removal of contaminated
sediment, bringing it ashore for treatment and
stabilisation and subsequent disposal for beneficial re-
use was completed in 2018. Phase 2 of the project was
commenced in 2019 and consists of the dredging of
clean sediment to -9mCD and the construction of 120
metre of quay wall. The €12.9 million works contract
was awarded in August 2019. Works completed on site
in 2019 included the dredging and disposal at sea of
approximately 45% of the soft bed material and the
removal of approximately 7,000 cubic meters of rock
that was stockpiled on site for re-use within the
harbour. Total project expenditure in 2019 was €5
million.

Smooth Point Quay Extension, Killybegs FHC
Dredging Works in progress 2019

Dunmore East

Phase 4 of the West Wharf Remedial and Improvement
Works was completed in October 2019, with a total
project cost of €0.7 million. The works involved the
demolition of 50 metres of the existing wharf deck and
its replacement with a new reinforced concrete wharf
structure, remedial works to the existing reinforced
concrete piles and the replacement of the existing
greenheart fenders with super arch fenders. This
project will further enhance the facilities at the port,
following on from substantial dredging project
completed in 2015.

West Wharf Remedial Works Phase 4,
Dunmore East FHC
Construction Contract Works in progress 2019

Local Authority Harbour Infrastructure

In 2019, a total of €1.4 million was spent on works at
Local Authority owned harbours, piers and slipways
under the Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure
Development Programme and the Marine Leisure and
Marine Tourism Programme. A total of 33 projects from
coastal Local Authorities around the country benefited
from the funding.
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Financial Management

Overall Expenditure

The Department was responsible for Voted expenditure
of over €1.641 billion in 2019. In addition to voted
expenditure, the Department spent €1.250.8 billion in
EU EAGF funded schemes, bringing total expenditure to
€2.8 billion.

*Programme A - Food Safety, Animal and 93
Plant Health and Animal Welfare

*€-12.6 million was as a result of sales of skimmed milk powder in stock

EU Receipts

The Department claimed and received funding from
the EU in 2019 in respect of measures financed from
the following EU Funds:

EAGF (European Agriculture Guarantee Fund)
Veterinary Fund

EAFRD (European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development)
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Summary of EU Receipts in 2018 and 2019

EAGF

EAFRD*

Veterinary Fund

Fisheries (FIFG, EFF, EMFF**)
Other

Total

2018 2019
€m €m
1,222 1,193
401 324
10 9

16 23

1 1
1,650 1,550

* Includes receipts transmitted to the Department of Rural and Community Development

** Advance funding on EMFF not booked to A&A

Financial Controls

The Department operates a comprehensive range of
financial management, control and accounting systems
to comply with EU, national accounting and
governance requirements.

In accordance with stringent EU accreditation
requirements, the Department submitted its
independently certified annual accounts of
expenditure to the EU Commission. The Department’s
performance as a National Paying Agency continued to
be monitored during 2019 by the Accreditation Review
Group (ARG). The Secretary General chairs this group
which includes representatives from the Department of
Public Expenditure and Reform, the Revenue
Commissioners and the Department of Rural and
Community Development. It met on four occasions
during 2019. One of the Group’s key duties is to ensure
that the recommendations of the Certification Body for
the previous year are implemented and that all EU
audit findings are followed up appropriately.

Audit Committee

The Audit Committee was established to provide
independent and objective advice to the Secretary
General on the internal audit policies, the management
of risk appropriate to the functioning of the
Department and the operation of the internal audit
function. The Committee operates under a Charter
which defines the purpose, authority and reporting

relationships of the Audit Committee, Internal Audit
Unit and management of the Department. In 2019 the
Committee reviewed and updated this Charter in line
with its commitment to periodically review same. The
amended Charter reflects internal audit best practice
and allows for a greater degree of flexibility in
appointing Committee members.

The Committee met four times in 2019 and the
Chairman also met with the Secretary General on two
separate occasions. In its 2018 Annual Report, which
the Chair presented to the Management Board, the
Committee expressed satisfaction with the controls
operated by the Department as evidenced by the
outcome of audits completed by the Internal Audit
Unit.

Internal Audit Unit

The Internal Audit Unit (IAU) completed a substantial
body of internal, food safety and scrutiny audit work
during 2019. The IAU operates in accordance with best
practice and the professional internal auditing
standards of the Institute of Internal Auditors (lIA). It
follows a comprehensive and widely recognised
approach towards finalising its annual audit
programme including consideration of:

B The Department’s Risk Register,
B Details of expenditure (national and EU), and
B Consideration of the full audit universe.

116



Financial Management

During 2019, the Unit completed fifteen internal audit
reports on a variety of areas including aspects of the
€1.25 billion Basic Payment and Greening Schemes,
schemes included under Ireland’s €4 billion Rural
Development Programme, the Governance of State
Bodies and areas within the Department’s Information
Management Technology framework. The findings
from these audits allowed the Director of Internal Audit
to indicate in his Annual Report that the “Secretary
General and Management Board can take reasonable
assurance that adequate governance arrangements,
risk management practices and internal controls are in
place and operating effectively across the wide range of
schemes and activities audited by the Unit’.

The IAU is represented in a number of different audit
networks, including the Heads of Internal Audit Forum,
the EU network of audit bodies and the UK
Interdepartmental Internal Audit Group. The Director of
Internal Audit attends the Department’s Accreditation
Review Group, Investigations Steering Group and Risk
Management Team meetings and acts as a recipient of
Protected Disclosures.

Risk Management

Potential high impact, far-reaching, high level risks
which carry potentially very serious consequences for
the Department, the agri-food sector and, in the wider
context, for the public and national interests were
identified for each business area. These revised
strategic risks were integrated into the Risk
Management system operating in the Department and
form the platform within the system on which all
business and operational risks are identified and
recorded.

Risk Management structures in the Department have
been strengthened, through the recruitment of staff to
the Risk Management Team (Finance Division), the
designation of a Risk Officer (Finance Division) and the
re-establishment of the Risk Management Committee.
Oversight of Risk Management has been enhanced and
a project has commenced to replace the current Risk
Management Database with a system that is more
robust, flexible and easier to use. Development and
testing of the eRisk Risk Management System for the

Department, in conjunction with the Office of the
Government Chief Information Officer, has been
ongoing throughout 2019, with the system and
associated training due to be rolled out in the first half
of 2020.

CAP Beneficiaries Publication

In accordance with EU Regulation 1306/13 Member
States must ensure annual ex-post publication of the
beneficiaries of CAP funding for both legal and non-
legal persons. Material must be published no later than
31 May each year for payments made in the previous
year. The following information is available on the
website: -

B The name of the beneficiary, unless the amount of
payment under CAP funds was less than €1,250 in
which case the individual is identified by a code,

B The municipality where the beneficiary is resident,

B The amount of payment corresponding to
each measure (scheme) received by a beneficiary,
and The nature and description of each measure

Prompt Payment

During 2019, a total of 127 invoices were paid outside
the 30 day period provided for in regulations made
under the Prompt Payment of Accounts Act, 1997 and
incurred late interest penalties. The total interest plus
penalties paid amounted to €10,868. The value of all
invoices that were paid late amounted to €544,691
which represents 0.25% of the €220,500,600 total
payments falling within the terms of the Regulations.

There is also a requirement since 2009 for Government
Departments to pay Irish suppliers within 15 days.
Details of this Department’s compliance with this
requirement are set out in the following table:
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Prompt Payments Jan-Dec 2019

Payments made Number
Within 15 days 21,131
Within 16 to 30 days 4,481
In excess of 30 days* 258
Total 25,870

Value

€182,323,230
€37,511,841
€665,529
€220,500,600

Percentage

81.68%
17.32%
1.00%
100%

* This figure is considerably inflated by invoices where suppliers delayed submitting valid tax clearance certificates in accordance with Revenue

requirements. Late interest does not apply to these cases.

Public Procurement

The Central Procurement Unit, established in 2011,
supports the Department in undertaking procurements
through the dissemination of key policy information,
advice and support in the preparation of tenders and
other procurement related matters. Through the
provision of a training programme across the
Department, the Unit has sought to ensure best
practice at operational level so that effective value for
money is achieved in a compliant manner.

In 2019, the Unit assisted in the establishment of
Dynamic Purchasing Systems, provided advice on over
fifty Requests for Tender and assessed over eighty
requests to procure without a competitive process.
The Unit also participated in an Office of Government
Procurement (OGP) pilot project and as one of a
handful of central government contracting authorities
the Department undertook a ‘self-serve’ mini
competition from an OGP framework. When rolled out
the pilot will introduce further efficiencies in public
procurement.

At the same time, and to ensure that procurement is
implemented consistently across the Department, the
Unit developed a suite of procurement templates for
low value procurements and non-competitive
procurements. Throughout 2019 the Unit also
undertook a monthly review of registered contracts
aimed at identifying non-compliance, facilitating
improved financial reporting and closer alignment of
Department spends with Office of Government
Procurement (OGP) procurement categories.
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STAFF AND ORGANISATIONAL
MANAGEMENT

Workforce Planning and Deployment of
Resources

The Department adopts a strategic approach to
workforce planning and deployment of resources to
ensure a highly skilled, motivated and effective
workforce is in place to meet our strategic goals.
During 2019, the Department recruited and appointed
570 staff (including replacement staff) across a range of
disciplines and professions including economists, a
range of science and agriculture focused disciplines,
solicitors, veterinarians, and administrators. The
Department continuously seeks to build capacity and
capability in our workforce through Learning &
Development and staff mentoring opportunities.
Mobility and staff rotation is also used by the
Department to ensure sufficient experienced staff are
available to effectively manage succession planning
and contingency planning. Mobility encourages
managers to embrace resource sharing and succession
planning processes, provides strong development
opportunities to all staff and develops an adaptable
workforce with a wide knowledge base. Regular
movement of staff across the Department promotes a
culture of sharing new ideas and best practice as well
as contributing to a flexible, resilient workforce that
can adapt and react within the challenging
environment in which we operate.

The Department continues to commit to supporting a
positive working environment for all staff that provides
equality of opportunities, and an environment that
supports family-friendly initiatives and work-life
balance. To this end, the Department continued to
develop policies and guidance during 2019 to support
these objectives in line with the HR Strategy, EveryOne.

During 2019, the Department actively participated in
the Whole-of-Government approach to the
preparedness and contingency planning for Brexit.
The Brexit staffing complement required was assessed
based on anticipated throughput volumes at Border
Inspection Posts and an estimate of the increased

requirement for import controls and for potential
export certification of output from the Agri-Food
sector. The Department established a new Import
Controls Operations Division with responsibility for
implementing frontline control functions arising from
Brexit. A combination of recruitment of new staff,
temporary redeployment of existing staff and contracts
for service were availed of to ensure sufficient
resources were available for deployment to this new
Division as required. The deployment options used by
the Department were with a view to being as flexible as
possible, taking the inherent unpredictability of the
situation and the need to be prepared for multiple
contingencies into account, with these contingencies in
turn dependent on ongoing Brexit developments,
particularly in the political sphere.

Recruitment

The demand for recruitment to all business streams
within the Department, as well as promotions and
assignments, remained at high levels throughout the
year. Major campaigns were held to recruit Veterinary
Inspectors, Technical Agricultural Officers and Assistant
Agricultural Inspectors. Several avenues were availed
of to meet the anticipated demand for additional
resources arising out of Brexit including internal
redeployment and the recruitment of significant
numbers of Portal Inspectors in particular.

Learning and Development

The Department provided a wide range of Learning and
Development opportunities in 2019 in areas such as
leadership, management, interpersonal and
communication skills, finance, IT, and health and
safety.

In this regard, the Department worked closely with One
Learning, the Government shared service for Learning
and Development, to deliver much of this training via
its new Learning Management System (LMS). The
launch of this new LMS has now allowed all
Government Department staff to directly access a
curriculum of 67 individual courses. These courses are
designed to meet the needs of a wide variety of staff
from junior to senior levels.
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In addition, the Department continued to deliver a
variety of specialist training across a range of technical,
agricultural, forestry, veterinary, engineering and
scientific areas. One hundred and seventeen
Department staff members involved in Official Controls
at policy and implementation level attended formal
courses provided by the European Commission Better
Training for Safer Food (BTSF) Programme and many
others undertook BTSF eLearning courses.

There were also considerable number of Learning and
Development events delivered in relation to Brexit.
These included both induction training for new staff as
well as specialized training.

Partnership

Partnership is a co-operative forum of staff,
management and union representatives, which has
existed in the Department in various forms since 1998.
Following a series of Partnership consultations in 2018,
a new Terms of Reference designed to renew and
reinvigorate Partnership structures in the Department
guided Partnership activities in 2019.

The Department’s Central Partnership Committee
convened three times in 2019, in Agriculture House,
Cavan and Portlaoise. A Local Partnership Committee
was established in Clonakilty, and a Southern Region
staff email network was established. Staff
representatives of the Clonakilty LPC and the Southern
Region network joined staff representatives from the
Department’s existing LPCs, in Backweston, Cavan,
Johnstown Castle and Portlaoise, at the Central
Partnership table. Accommodation Issues, moving
from the Departmental Council agenda, and Reports
from the Regions were established as standing agenda
items for Central Partnership.

Diversity, Equality and Inclusion

The Department is a long-time supporter of facilitating
employment opportunities for people with disabilities.
The Department has exceeded the 3% minimum
employment requirement in each of the last ten years
with the level at 3.5% at the end of 2019. The
Department supports the AHEAD (Association for
Higher Education and Disability) Willing Able Mentoring
(WAM) Programme which aims to promote access to

the workplace for graduates with disabilities. During
2019 the Department facilitated four paid and
mentored placements under the WAM Programme for
suitably qualified candidates. Many former WAM
participants have gone on to secure permanent
employment.

The Department also participates annually in Job
Shadow Day, which is a national project bringing
people with disabilities and local employers together
for one day to promote equal employment
opportunities and highlight the valuable contribution
people with disabilities can and do make at work.

During 2019, the Department facilitated three trainee
placements on the Oireachtas Work Learning
Programme (OWL), an applied learning, development
and socialisation programme for young adults with an
intellectual disability. The Programme aims to support
individuals in developing the skills and confidence
which will lead them to access paid employment in the
open labour market.

During 2019, and as part of the Equality & Diversity
strategy, work was undertaken on procurement of an
eLearning course on Equality & Diversity in the
Workplace. The eLearning resource, developed
specifically for the Irish Public Sector with relevant Irish
case studies, addresses various aspects of equality &
diversity in the workplace including diversity,
unconscious bias, harassment and discrimination.

Conduct and Performance

The tradition of the Department has been one of loyal
and impartial service for the benefit of our
stakeholders and of the country. In 2019, standards of
probity and performance remained high throughout
the Department. Such concerns as there were with
respect to conduct and performance continued to be
managed under the auspices of the Civil Service
Disciplinary Code or the Civil Service management of
Underperformance Policy, as appropriate.

Civil Service Awards
The Civil Service Excellence and Innovation Awards

(CSEIl) are an annual event established under the Civil
Service Renewal Plan which recognizes the
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achievements of staff across the Civil and Public Service.
The Department held an Internal Excellence and
Innovation Awards event where the Secretary General
recognised the staff involved in working on sixteen
different projects. Five of these were submitted to the
CSEl Awards with one initiative, “Bee Green - Pollinator
Friendly Campus (Backweston)” nominated in the
Employee Engagement category.

Another project which was submitted to the CSEI
Awards, the “Haulbowline Island Remediation Project”
won two other awards outside the CSEl; the
“Engineering Project of the Year for 2019” and the “Local
Authority Engineering Initiative Award”, In this project, a
multi-disciplinary Project Team led by the Department,
working closely with Cork County Council oversaw,
procured and delivered the complex task of removing
any potential threat of hazardous materials at the
former steelworks site on Haulbowline Island, Cork
Harbour.

Innovation

Innovation is central to Government policy in continuing
to develop the Public Service in order to address
complex challenges and meet the expectations of
society. “Innovation for Our Future” is one of three key
pillars of Our Public Service 2020. The Department
hosted an Innovation week from 9th - 13th December in
conjunction with the inaugural Public Service
Innovation Week to encourage positive change in how
the Department’s services are provided. A dedicated
email continues to be available for staff suggestions for
new ideas, ways of working or adapting existing
approaches.

Asset Management

The Health and Safety Section provides health and
safety training to ensure compliance with statutory
requirements and based on Training Need Analyses.

In 2019, the courses provided included manual
handling, first aid, fire safety management and
specialised training for fishery harbour centres,
laboratories and farms to include forklift training,
abrasive wheel etc. The Section also provided Induction
Training to new recruits. With the emphasis on Brexit in
2019 the Section provided health and safety training for
staff assigned to Dublin and Rosslare Ports. The Section

also provided advice and support in relation to health
and safety requirements for facilities in Dublin Port.

The Health and Safety Section also conducted a number
of audits of Department locations and activities in 2019.
Audits were conducted in compliance with the
Department’s Health and Safety Risk Management
System. Other initiatives to progress health and safety
risk management in the Department included: Health
and Safety Newsletter, New HSRMS Policy Documents
and Wellbeing Lunchtime Talks.

Energy Efficiency

The Department is committed to energy efficiency and
effective energy management. It is working with the key
stakeholders to assist in the delivery of the National
target set for the Public Sector of 33% energy efficiency
by 2020. The Department has improved its energy
efficiency by 36.8% surpassing the target set with 12
months to spare. This was achieved by low cost
measures such as behavioural changes in our
committed staff, better energy management by our
services divisions, and some lighting retrofits. We are
already preparing for the 2030 targets of 50% reduction
in energy usage from the 2009 baseline and the new
carbon reduction of 30%.

All Government Departments and public bodies were
required to provide a resource efficiency action plan to
their respective Minister on the measures they are taking
to minimise waste generation and maximise recycling.
The Departments Resource Efficiency Action Plan 2019-
2021 was submitted and published in September 2019.

Accommodation and Services Division established
Green Teams in each of the Regional Head Offices to
engage staff in energy and resource efficiency measures.
The Green Team consists of volunteer representatives
from management and staff.

The Energy Team has participated in the SEAI Energy
MAP Training and workshops to both improve energy
management practices and identify opportunities for
larger scale works. It is working closely with OPW, high
energy users within the Department and bodies under
our aegis to establish good energy management
practices across the group and increase energy
efficiencies.

121



Staff and Organisational Management

Services Division

Services Division are committed to providing the
highest standard of accommodation to all staff, in
conjunction with the OPW. An ongoing update of
procurement processes are ensuring value for money
across a range of services including contract cleaning,
waste management, security, records and other areas.

Brexit brought significant challenges and the Division
lead the Internal Brexit Infrastructure Working Group
which was central to delivering on Brexit Infrastructure
across three locations on seven different sites. There
have been three different deadlines in 2019 for
delivering on Brexit Infrastructure, each posing its own
set of challenges.

The Division manages the Department’s property
portfolio, made up of six main offices, 16 regional
offices, four BCPs, other provincial offices, laboratories
and field stations with a budget of approximately €10
million annually for associated costs. The Division is
responsible for services payments associated with
these locations. It monitors and reports on the
Department’s Energy usage to the SEAL.

Staff of the Division are based in:

B Dublin with responsibility for Agriculture House,
Backweston Administration Building, other offices
in Dublin city and state inspection facilities at
Dublin Port, Rosslare Port and Dublin Airport

B Portlaoise with responsibility for 4 headquarters
offices, 16 regional offices, all other provincial
offices and 8 laboratories and field stations, and the
state inspection facilities at Cork and Rosslare ports
and Shannon and Cork airports.

B The Regional Offices are located at Cavan, Cork,
Clonakilty, Raphoe, Galway/Athenry, Tralee, Naas,
Drumshanbo, Limerick, Castlebar, Navan,
Tullamore, Roscommon, Tipperary, Waterford and
Enniscorthy.

Farm Safety 2019

Farm safety is a critical issue facing farming today.
Statistics show that accidents on farms cause over 40%
of all workplace deaths, more than any other sector,
while accounting for only 6% of the workforce. Between
2010 and 2019 there were 208 fatal accidents on farms.
In 2019, there were 18 fatal farm accidents, with 12 of
these accidents occurring to farmers aged 65 or over.

While the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) is the
organisation with primary responsibility for securing
health and safety at work, the Department has taken a
number of steps over recent years, in tandem with
some of the other State and industry organisations, to
raise awareness of the problem and educate farmers
and their families on the dangers of working in this
industry.

Through the Research Stimulus Fund the Department is
funding a farm safety research project entitled:
“BESAFE - Behaviours for Safer Farming: The health
and safety of farmers is a significant challenge for the
social sustainability of Irish agriculture”. Though
fatality rates have fallen in other industries in the past
20 years, rates in agriculture have remained stubbornly
high. Farming is not like other occupations. Farmers
commonly work alone for extended periods of time.
They self-supervise their work practices and
behaviours. Farming involves multiple tasks that can
be affected by external factors, e.g. the weather. Given
the unique occupational characteristics of farming
there is a need to tailor approaches that seek to
improve safety. The aim of the BeSafe project is to
develop and support the adoption of these approaches
thereby effecting positive lasting change.

In addition, a mandatory Health and Safety element is
included in the Knowledge Transfer Programme under
the 2014-2020 Rural Development Programme. These
groups directly engage with farmer participants on the
important issue of farm safety. Each of approx 18,000
farmers completed a farm health and safety
component for the one to one Farm Improvement Plan
completed with their approved facilitator for all three
years of the Programme. This builds on the discussions
in the Year One meetings on the topic of Health and
Safety that each of the approximately 1,100 Knowledge
Transfer Groups was required to hold.
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DEVELOPING IT CAPABILITY

Major ICT Developments in 2019

The Department is critically dependent on information
and communication technology (ICT) for the delivery of
its schemes and services. The major ICT developments
in 2019 included the following:

IT Infrastructure

The Department provides full ICT infrastructure
support for all Department staff including email, Data
File Sharing (DFS), network support, telephony
(including mobile telephony), remote access, website
hosting, server support, desktop productivity software,
internet access and anti-virus. It also makes extensive
use of virtualisation and data storage technologies.

Cyber Security

In response to the global increase in the threat of
malware and computer hacking, the Department has a
team dedicated to cyber security using specialist tools,
with access to NCSC and external experts if required.

ICT Shared Services

In line with the Public Service ICT Strategy, the
Department continues its provision of ICT
infrastructure shared services during 2019 which
includes:

Department of Communications, Climate Action and
Environment (DCCAE): Full ICT infrastructure support is
provided in DCCAE, including hosting of various DCCAE
and GSI websites.

Department of the Taoiseach (DoT): This Department
continued to provide network support to Department
of the Taoiseach. Phone services in DoT are also
provided via a Department-hosted Voice over Internet
Protocol (VoIP) phone system, which is managed
internally by our ICT staff.

Payroll Shared Service (Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform): This Department continues
to provide ongoing support, including server
maintenance and security for the Government’s central
payroll facility implemented in 2014. By the end of 2019
this environment paid circa 130,000 current and former
civil servants.

The Department provides the Department of Health
with phone services via the Department-hosted Voice
over Internet Protocol (VoIP) phone system, which is
managed internally by our ICT staff.

Shared services are provided for the Department’s
Non-Commercial State Sponsored Bodies (NCSSBs) at
various levels, such as:

B Full ICT email, DFS and network support for the Sea
Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) and provision
of software development and maintenance of catch
and inspection software systems.

B Data Centre hosting for Teagasc.

Laboratory Services Support

In line with the Strategic Development of the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
Laboratories (2019-2028) work has commenced in
securing and implementing a modern Laboratory
Information Management System (LIMS) on behalf of
the Laboratory Services.

Payment Schemes

The Department continued to maintain and enhance
our L.T. systems which support our various schemes
throughout 2019 as follows:

B Basic Payment Scheme (BPS)

B Green, Low-Carbon, Agri-Environment Scheme
(GLAS)

B Areas of Natural Constraint (ANC)

B Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Schemes

(TAMS 1)

Knowledge Transfer Schemes (KT)

Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP)

Organic Farming Scheme (OFS)

123



Developing IT Capability

Sheep Welfare Scheme (SWS)

Young Farmers Scheme (YFS)

Protein Aid

Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM)
De Minimis Schemes

BVD Compensation (beef)

BVD Compensation (dairy)

B Beef Environmental Effiency Pilot (BEEP)
M Fodder Transport Support Measure

B Fodder Measure for Tillage Farmers 2018
W Kerry Purebred Cattle Scheme

M Sheep EID Tag Subsidy

M Forestry Knowledge Transfer

M Collaborative Farming Grant

B Mart CPR Aid

All Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) applications were
submitted using the now mandatory on-line system in
2019. Circa 129,000 applications were received by the
closing date of 15th May 2019.

Online facilities were further enhanced to assist
farmers to trade their BPS entitlements with 21,140
transfer applications (100% online) being received by
the closing date of 15th May 2019. This included the
facility for online appeals for National Reserve/Young
Farmer Scheme delivered in Q3.

Online facilities were used to enable Entitlement
Transfer Facilitators to assist farmers to trade their BPS
entitlements. 21,647 Transfer applications (100%
online) were received by the closing date of 15 May
20109.

A fundamental redesign of the Areas of Natural
Constraint (ANC) payment system was delivered in
2019 to cater for newly categorised eligible land under
the ANC redesignation project. Thisincluded a new
Degressive payment. All applications for ANC were
submitted online in 2019 by way of farmers BPS
applications. Further to changes in EU Regulations,
payments under the ANC scheme were amended to be
delivered in two installments, with 85% advance
payments issued on 18th September and a 15%
balancing payment issued in early December. The total
paid under the 2019 ANC Scheme by balancing

payment in December was almost €238 million to
95,000 farmers.

New TAMS schemes functionality to enable
applications for solar panel investment was developed
during the year.

Functionality was delivered to support the new Bovine
Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) scheme. Applications
for the scheme were 100% online and payments issued
on schedule in December 2019.

New energy grants under TAMS were announced in
early 2019 with grant aid for solar PV now extended to
all sectors and all lighting funded under the scheme
will be required to be LED lighting.

The Calf Investment Scheme was announced in
December 2019, this scheme supports investments for
calf rearing and welfare facilities. The scheme opened
in January 2020 with 2,400 applications received under
the scheme. Funding of €4 million has been made
available.

Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and Areas of
Natural Constraint (ANC)

Following the rollout of full online applications in 2018,
all applications for the ANC and BPS schemes were
made online in 2019.

Knowledge Transfer Schemes (KT)

The KT Scheme is a fully online scheme and three
online systems were developed to administer this
scheme. A dedicated online system for scheduling and
reporting attendance at meetings and national events
together with two purpose built online systems for the
Farm Improvement Plan used by advisors and the
Animal Health Measures used by vets. In 2019 over
20,500 individual participant payments issued in
relation to the scheme.
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Sheep Welfare Scheme (SWS)

Year 3 of the Sheep Welfare Scheme opened in
February 2019. Advance payments under year 3 of the
scheme commenced in November 2019 with payment
of €14.91 million issuing to 18,489 applicants.

Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS) Rebuild

The Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS) is the
Department’s spatial database. It contains over 1.1
million polygons/parcels representing the land
holdings of over 130,000 farmers. The system was built
on initial digitising of paper maps and was completed
in 1995 for the original area-aid scheme. These parcels
have been updated and modified on a continual basis
since then. The current LPIS system facilitates the
administration of payments to farmers under a range of
schemes. However, its underlying database/IT
infrastructure is now dated, and is in need of a major
update.

The objective of the LPIS Rebuild project is to develop
anew LPIS that is up-to-date, compatible with best
available technologies, fully functional and compliant
with regulatory requirements. The new system will be
of the standard required for the efficient delivery of EU
funded schemes into the future, and will provide an
excellent platform to add value to Department’s service
delivery channels.

As part of the LPIS Rebuild project, existing LPIS data
will be transformed to the Ordnance Survey Ireland
(OSi) Prime 2 spatial database. Prime 2 was launched in
2015, and is the most up to date and authoritative
database of spatial information in Ireland. It is the
national mapping standard which allows geographic
objects such as land parcels, buildings and roads etc. to
be uniquely identified and referenced. The Prime 2
database is a seamless digital database for the entire
country.

The latest phase of this modernisation is now
underway, and the new LPIS went live for one county in
early 2019. Itis expected that the remainder of the
country will go live on a phased basis, with all counties
transformed by 2021.

Along with the LPIS Rebuild project new LPIS imagery
is received annually and in accordance with EU
Regulations is reviewed to identify any ineligible
features which may be contained within LPIS parcels.

Land

The Land Parcel Information system (LPIS) is the
Department’s spatial database. Each year circa €1.7
billion is paid by the Department to Irish farmers based
on the data within LPIS. It contains over 1.3 million
polygons/parcels representing the land holdings of
over 130,000 farmers. The system was built on now
legacy technology and has been the subject of several
EU Audits. In 2019, as part of a project to totally rebuild
the LPIS systems, the Department completed the
process of reviewing and updating existing LPIS data to
improve the positional accuracy and align
departmental GIS data to Ordnance Survey Ireland
(OSI) Prime 2 data in County Louth. The new LPIS data
was used for the application and processing of County
Louth BPS applications for 2019. The core GIS
application that maintains the LPIS data was replaced
with a new application which uses newer technology.
As part of the development a new workflow application
was developed which will replace the older legacy
workflow application. The reviewing and updating of
more counties commenced in Q4 2019.

Development of the Generic Land Management (GLAM)
system which enables the recording of land
management plans also continued with the system
being used by several EIP-Agri projects.

Forestry

The iFORIS system provides functionality for the
processing of all applications for grant aid for forestry.
In 2019 development work included: -

The provision of online application processes for Form
1and Form 2 claims.

Functionality to cater for Mid-term Review Schemes
including Woodland Improvement, Deer Fencing and
Hare Fencing.
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A major overhaul and update of the Appropriate
Assessment Procedure for approvals.

Inspections

The Agriculture Field Inspection and Testing (AFIT)
system is a shared business system allowing for the
coordinated allocation, scheduling, tracking, data
entry of inspections and any associated penalty
calculations. The system is available nationwide and
currently caters for over 120 different inspection types
including animal welfare, scheme, ante-mortem in
factories and veterinary plant health inspections.
Additional functionality was developed to reduce
further the paper processes in the field using
ruggedised laptops. There was an increased use of GPS
devices to ensure more accurate measuring of land
parcels.

Animal Identification & Movement (AIM)

The animal identification system support management
of the national herds and is used to register animals
and trace movements for cattle, sheep, pigs, and goats.
This system provides assurance on traceability of
animals as part of the overall food supply chain.

The Integrated Fisheries Information
System (IFIS)

IFIS is the principal computer system to support the
management and control of sea fishing activities and
the implementation of the Common Fisheries Policy
(CFP). It includes several related systems including the
Electronic Recording System (ERS), an on-vessel
system (ieCatch), an Inspectors Module (ielnspect) and
a customer portal (fishingnet.ie).

As part of the new CFP arrangements the European
Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) programme has
been agreed and will run for the life of current CFP to
2020. Under this programme significant computer
systems development have been implemented over
the period to support monitoring, control and
management of sea fishing activity.

During 2019, the Department introduced a new
technology platform as part of a technology
modernisation programme to support the introduction
of improved business processes for the industry and
the Department in future years.

The main new services implemented in 2019 included -
B Quota Balancing System to facilitate the adjustment
of future quota allocations to address where a
vessel has exceeded its allocated quota
Enhancements to the Pelagic Fisheries Quota
balancing system.
Development of a Demersal quota balancing
system
B Commencement of a customer portal to provide
online services to Fishers.
B Updates to the technical format for the exchange of
information as required under EU Regulation.

The introduction of a system to perform cross-checking
analyses and verifications of data through automated
computerised algorithms and mechanisms on sea
fishing declarations for the Sea Fisheries Protection
Authority.

Main Sea Fisheries functions processed in IFIS in
2019

Sea Fisheries Total
Transaction/Activity Processed
Vessel Positions 4,900,000
Fisheries Sales Notes 143,065

Log Sheets 34,642

Fishing Activity Reports 114,081
Landing Declarations 10,386

Fleet Details (to EU) 564
Inspections 2,630

Fish Quotas Managed 193,606 tonnes

Fishing Authorisations/ 997
Amendments Issued

Fisheries Management Notices Issued 60

Licence Offer Letters issued 256
New Licences Issued 248
Non-Operative Licences Issued 183
Licence Renewals Issued 2,853
Licence of Traditional Pot Fishing Boats 245
Licence for RSW Pelagic Segment 23
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Financial Management System - SAP

The Department’s SAP Financial Management System
is a key component of ensuring that the Department
maintains its Accredited EU Paying Agency Status. The
new system enhancements and business process
improvements delivered during 2019 include -

B Collections Management: Further refinement added
to the work list generation, promise to pay and
statistical reporting features

B Paperless output option: An additional 10,000
farmers enabled for the paperless Remittance
Advice solution thereby removing all from receiving
paper output

B Financial Reporting: Extra functionality included
into the reporting solution to facilitate the collation
of the Fisheries Harbour Fund account

B Banking Services: The switchover to a new banking
services provider was successfully completed

B Purchasing: Revised purchasing controls
introduced, and new reporting elements added
1SO027001 Information Security & GDPR:
Implemented controlled access to cleared financial
documents 7 years and older.

B Technical upgrade: SAP Solution Manager System
upgraded to version 7.2

During 2019, the SAP system processed over one
million payments to farmers/vendors. Over 30,000
purchase orders were created for goods/services
received and some 35,000 sales invoices were issued
for services provided.

The usage of Financial Self Service (FSS) application
that allows farmer/vendor clients to view their
accounting information on-line and print a
Statement/Remittance advice continues to increase
with over 60,000 farmers/vendors having accessed the
FSS application by the end of 2019.

Online Services/Promotions

Several promotion activities were conducted in 2019 to
highlight the benefits of the Department’s online
services portal www.agfood.ie., and the number of
farmers registered to use online services continued to
increase. At year end, some 124,947 farmers were
registered for agfood services either as individuals or
through their agents, representing over 98% of all
farmers (127,023 BPS 2019 applicants).

SMS Messaging -SMS offers a cost effective and
efficient means of communication to alert farmers and
other clients on topics of interest including various
scheme closure dates, payment dates, etc. In total,
1,782,754 text messages issued to Farmers and other
customersin 2019 on a wide range of issues.

At end of 2019, over 140,000 clients (including Farmers)
had provided their mobile phone numbers to the
Department and had also permitted use of those
numbers for the Department messages and alerts.

Transactional SMS - The facility enabling the
automated electronic based linking of farmers to their
agents for various schemes, using agfood.ie and
interactive SMS, resulted in successful linking of more
than 20,554 farmers to agents and farmers to partners
using this method in 2019, saving time and
administrative burden for farmers, agents and the
Department. There were 153,395 notifications to
Customers, these included BPS notifications, AIM Tag
enquiry replies, etc.

Department Websites

During 2019, further improvements were made to the
Departments’ website www.agriculture.gov.ie and a
number of related sub-sites to enhance usability for
readers and visitors. This included a redesigned main
website homepage and Brexit page to simplify access
to import information on the site.
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A new search engine was implemented across multiple
websites offering fast and accurate search results for
users.

Technical improvements were made on several sub-
sites to optimise these for viewing on mobile devices to
improve access to available information. Various parts
of the main website were amended to improve the
organisation of information on the website to make it
more readily accessible.

A new website www.marketaccess.ie was launched to
assist exporters by listing the various market access
requirements that must be met to successfully export
goods to certain countries.

Small Systems Support

In addition to the larger corporate level systems, the
Department provides many smaller systems (90+) that
support important business functions across many
divisions of the Department and this centralised
initiative ensures full lifecycle ICT support for these
systems.

Examples of business functions supported include:
Beef Prices (Carcass and Live), Nitrates , Veterinary
Medicines, Seed Potatoes, Vegetable Marketing/Plant
Health, Pesticides/Biocides, Compound Feeding Stuffs,
Fallen Animal System, Risk Management System,
Agricultural/Forestry Appeals, Rostering for Veterinary
Inspectors at Meat Plants, Business Collaboration
functions (Lotus Notes), Inter-System connectivity
(BizTalk); and Windows 10 upgrade support across a
range of systems and technologies to ensure
continuity.

Data Analytics

The Information Management and Technology
Statement of Strategy 2017 - 2020, recognises that data
is a key asset to the Department, the value of which,
without compromising security or integrity, should be
exploited to enhance and support analysis and
decision making in the Department as a whole. A Data
Analytics Unit was established in 2017 to provide a
platform for data analysts and business users to work

together to create business models which would yield
actionable results which can feed into decision making
and policy making in the Agri-Food sector.

In 2019, this unit was expanded, and a number of
modelling exercises were carried out in the areas of
Animal Health and Welfare, Economics and Planning,
the Environment and Brexit.

Brexit Systems

The IMT Brexit Project Development team was
established in late 2018 to define the requirements and
put in place appropriate technology and information
systems to support the Department in carrying out the
increased volumes of Sanitary and Phytosanitary
control inspections expected at EU/Third Country
borders in the event of the UKs exit from the EU.

In 2019, two IMT Systems, an Inspection Import
Notification System (INIS) and an Export Certification
System (ECS), were rapidly developed and equipment
and network connectivity were installed at several
locations in Dublin port for the initial UK exit date of
March 29 2020.

These systems were further refined and enhanced
throughout 2019 as extensions were granted and
network connectivity was also installed in Rosslare
Port.

Work will continue in 2020 to enhance these systems
further to meet the requirements of the end of the post
Brexit transitional period as well as providing
functionality that can be used to support imports and
exports from other 3rd countries.

The Enterprise Programme Management Office (EPMO)
was established in Spring 2018. Its role is to support
internal Business Divisions to align their Programmes
and Projects to the Strategic Objectives, Priorities and
Business Planning processes of the Department.
Currently the EPMO is supporting the Laboratories
Programme, The Food Safety and Authenticity
Programme and approximately 10 individual projects
drawn from various Divisions throughout the
Department.
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CORPORATE AFFAIRS

Public Sector Duty

Under the Irish Human Rights and Equality
Commission Act, 2014, all public bodies are statutorily
obliged to have regard to human rights and equality
issues in the performance of their functions.

In this regard the Department of Agriculture, Food and
the Marine has incorporated the following values in its
Statement of Strategy 2016 - 2019:

A strong commitment to diversity, gender equality and
the fair and equal treatment of all,

a deep-rooted public service ethos of independence,
integrity and impartiality.

The Department has established a Working Group at
senior level which works on an assessment of human
rights and equality issues relevant to its functions.

Protected Disclosures Act 2014

Two protected disclosures were made in 2019. Both
cases were ongoing at the end of the year.

Helping Bereaved Families/Inheritance
Enquiry Unit

The Department provides a service to assist bereaved
farm families who have suffered a sudden loss and who
may not have experience in dealing with the type of
day-to-day issues that might bring them into contact
with the Department in relation to schemes and
services.

The Inheritance Enquiry Unit continues to advise and
assist the families and legal representatives of
deceased farmers in the process of transferring
agricultural schemes and the issuing of outstanding
payments. In 2019, it responded to requests for
assistance from 1701 families and released a total of
€14.6 million in payments to the estates of deceased
farmers.

Customer Service
15 customer service complaints were received by the

Department’s Quality Service Unitin 2019 and were
examined and responded to in line with Department’s

customer complaints procedure. This represents a 50%
decrease in complaints compared to 2018.

Office of the Ombudsman

The Department responded to a total of 42 individual
cases from the Office of the Ombudsman in 2019.

Freedom of Information (FOI)

Atotal of 381 FOI applications were received during
2019.

Access to Information on the Environment
(AIE) Regulations

A total of 69 Environmental Information Requests were
received under AIE Regulations in 2019, an increase of
16% from the 59 received the previous year.

Farmers' Charter of Rights

The Farmers' Charter of Rights 2015-2020 sets out
specific delivery targets to our farmer customers and
covers the various schemes operated by the
Department. The Farmers' Charter continues our
commitment to the principles of Quality Customer
Service set out in our Customer Charter and Customer
Action Plan 2015 - 2020.

Progress under the Charter is overseen by a monitoring
committee under an independent chairperson. The
committee is comprised of representatives of farm
organisations and Department of Agriculture, Food and
the Marine staff. The monitoring committee met on
four occasions in 2019.

The Agriculture Appeals Office

The Agriculture Appeals Office provides a free,
independent, statutory appeals service to farmers who
are dissatisfied with decisions in relation to their
entitlements under the agriculture schemes set out in
Schedule 1 to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001.
Appeals Officers and the Director of Agriculture Appeals
have an independent legal status provided in the
Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001. The Office’s Annual
Reports are on the website: www.agriappeals.gov.ie
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In 2019, the Office received 570 agriculture appeals, an
increase of 2.5% on 2018. 491 cases were closed in
2019 which included appeals outstanding from
previous years. A summary of the outcome of cases
received and decided in 2019 is as follows:

Outcome of agriculture appeals closed in 2019

Appeals Allowed, Partially Allowed 44%
or Revised by the Department

Appeals Withdrawn, Invalid 13%
and Out of Time

Disallowed 43%

Forestry Licence Appeals Service

The Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) considers
appeals against decisions by the Department with
regard to applications for forestry licences. A total of
712 appeals relating to 372 individual forestry licences
were received by the Office by the end of 2019.

Review of the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001

The Programme for a Partnership Government (2016)
included a commitment to review the Agriculture
Appeals Act, 2002. The Report of the Review committee
was published in 2018. A number of the key
recommendations require amendments to the Act
which have not yet been possible.

Investigations Division

The Department is the principal regulator of the agri-
food sector. Investigations Division is a key element of
the Department’s enforcement capability,
underpinning the quality and traceability standards
which facilitate trade and provide reassurance to
consumers and customers.

Investigations undertaken principally relate to alleged
offences concerning the bovine disease eradication
schemes, animal identification and movement

requirements, public health issues, animal welfare, the
use/supply of illegal substances in animal production
and the inappropriate use and/or supply of animal
remedies. The investigations undertaken represent the
most serious elements of non-compliance.

The Division can investigate alleged wrongdoing across
all areas of the Department and offers assistance to
Divisions regarding potential fraud and/or illegality
cases and in relation to any limitations with regard to
their current governing legislation. Where genuine
weaknesses arise, as cases are tested in the courts, the
Division engages with Legal Services Division and the
relevant Divisions to ensure that legislation continues
to support the Department’s regulatory functions
appropriately.

Investigations Division also works regularly with
external agencies, e.g., An Garda Siochana, Customs
authorities, DAERA, PSNI, IGB, IHRB, international
authorities and regulatory bodies.

In 2018, a review of investigations and prosecutions
within the Department was commissioned to identify
how the Department’s Investigations Division can best
support the strategic objectives of the Department and
the wider agri-food sector. Implementation of the
recommendations of that review commenced during
2019. The conduct of investigations is guided and
governed by Investigations Division’s Code of Practice
(COP) for the Conduct of Investigations, which outlines
the requirements and approach taken by the Division
when conducting investigations.

The Head of Investigations Division is supported by a
small multi-disciplinary team of investigators and
support staff. Oversight of the Division is conducted by
a Steering Group which reviews aspects of governance,
strategy, practices and procedures in the Division.

During 2019, 31 official investigations were initiated by
the Division; in 2018, 29 investigations were officially
logged by the Division.
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COMMUNICATIONS UNIT

Engaging, consulting and communicating with citizens,
customers and stakeholders is integral to delivering the
Department’s strategic objectives. Over the course of
the year, the Department undertook public
consultations across a range of policy areas, including
a consultation on a National Climate & Air Roadmap for
the Agriculture Sector to 2030 and Beyond.
Consultation on the future of the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) included a series of town hall events and
the establishment of a new CAP post-2020 Consultative
Committee to provide a forum for stakeholders to
share their views and remain updated as the CAP
reform discussions progressed. The department also
hosted an open policy forum where some 400
delegates came together to discuss the next Agri-Food
Strategy to 2030.

During the year, the Department undertook public
information campaigns in relation to our schemes,
services and policies. This included working closely
with the Department of the Taoiseach and other
Government Departments to deliver a Brexit
preparedness information campaign, including activity
across print and digital media. As part of this
campaign, the Department hosted a series of
workshops - Brexit: Practical steps to keep agri-food
trade moving - for agri-food businesses of all sizes and
their logistics companies, retailers and transport
companies to assist businesses to take steps to ensure
their goods would move efficiently through ports after
the UK’s departure from the EU.

New schemes and strategies, including our Plant
Health and Biosecurity Strategy, which sets out the
importance of plant health and biosecurity for Ireland
as well as ensuring that all relevant stakeholders are
aware of the risks to plant health in Ireland, and their
role and responsibilities to reduce that risk, were
publicised.
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Information Security

The Department was successfully accredited with ISO
27001:2013 Information Security certification in August
2016 and recertified as mandated by the EU in 2019.
Over 800 staff received Information Security awareness
training in 2019, this training updated staff with regards
to the security and protection of the Department’s data
and ensures ongoing compliance with the ISO 27001
standard as it reinforces the best practice principles of
Information Security.

Data Protection

Atotal of 33 Subject Access Requests were received in
2019 under Article 15 of the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR), an increase of 22% on the previous
year.

In early 2019 the GDPR Project Group amalgamated
with an ISO Data Security Project Group as both groups
were working towards similar goals and objectives.
This Project Group was renamed as the Data
Management Division (DMD) Project Group.

This Group met 6 times in 2019 and continued its work
to ensure a high level of compliance with the GDPR and
with 1ISO 27001:2013 Information Security standards.

A data protection awareness programme was
introduced in 2018 which included an on-line training
course. Circa 2400 staff received Data Protection
training in 2019 and targeted workshops were held to
provide more in-depth training to key contact staff
(Information Officers) in each Division, to ensure they
have a higher level of understanding of Data Protection
challenges. This enables targeted staff to assist with
queries in their Divisions and provide the information
needed for the Department’s Record of Processing
Activity, in accordance with Article 30 of the GDPR.

In 2019 the Data Protection Unit proactively prepared
the Department for the possibility of Brexit and has
endeavored to put in place relevant Data Protection
safeguards to ensure that the duties of the Department
can continue post Brexit.

Records Management System

Work continued in 2019 to formally putin place a
project plan and structure to progress the
implementation of a standardised records
management policy and infrastructure in the
Department (eDocs).

Informational sessions around the new records
management system were delivered to over 900
Department staff in offices around the country. eDocs
was rolled out to 11 divisions across the Department in
2019 as part of a pilot project to assess the level of
work involved and streamline the procedures going
forward. Continued roll out is planned for 2020 with a
view to having all divisions within the Department
using eDocs by end of 2021.

Customer Relationship Management

The Department has made the strategic decision to
replace the legacy software applications, currently
running the Department’s Contact Centres, with a
unified Customer Engagement Contact Centre
application. This strategic decision is also in tandem
with one of the major themes of the Civil Service
Renewal Plan to “Foster a sense of excellent customer
service.”

As a result, new Direct Payments Customer
Engagement Contact Centres (in Portlaoise and
Wexford) went live in October 2019 and has been
positively welcomed by both internal staff and clients
of the Department.

The introduction of the new Customer Engagement
Contact Centres has enhanced the Department’s
customer service by:

B Offering a unified service experience across self-
service and assisted service channels (e.g. phone,
email and online queries). This unified solution
provides consistency and full visibility of our clients
interactions with the Contact Centres, which drives
higher customer satisfaction and increased
productivity.
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B Providing a better understanding of customers’
interaction history and a snapshot of their activies
with the Department.

B Providing enhanced integration of ICT systems thus
reducing the unnecessary duplication of
calls/queries.

B Leveraging insights and resources to create
individualised and consistent experiences across all
channels.

B Providing a more holistic view of the customer and
the facility allows us to ensure we are being
responsive to the customers’ needs through
improved monitoring of customer queries,
especially at peak application/payment times.

B Improved inter connectivity between the 1st Level
Contact Centres and the other compatible divisions
across the Department. Real time connectivity to
other internal Department systems facilitates more
enhanced customer service, and ultimately
providing a single integrated view of the customer.

B Improved reporting and forecasting functionality in
respect of customer queries.

The introduction of a new and improved Contact
Centre has enhanced our service delivery to our
customers and will mitigate reputational risks to the
Department. In addition, the Department is committed
to continually streamlining, simplifying and improving
our customers’ interactions with the Department. To
this end, a formal Lessons Learnt exercise is planned
for Q2 2020. As part of Phase 2 of this project, the
Contact Centre system will be implemented into the
Oireachtas Liaison Unit (OLU), Regional Veterinary
Offices network and the IT Helpdesk.
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Appendix A - Organisation of the Department

Organisation of the Department as at 31 December 2019

The senior management team is the Management Board. This is headed by Brendan Gleeson,
Secretary General and comprises eight Assistant Secretaries General/Directors, the Chief
Veterinary Officer, the Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer, the Chief Inspector, and the Director of

Laboratory Services.
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Appendix B - State Bodies

Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board
Kilminchy Court

Dublin Road

Portlaoise

Co. Laois

R32 DTW5

Tel: 057 863 1912

Email: info@alab.ie

This is an independent board which handles the
appeals process for aquaculture licensing. All Board
members are engaged on a part-time basis. A person
aggrieved by a decision of the Minister on an
application for an aquaculture licence or by the
revocation or amendment of an aquaculture licence
may, make an appeal to the Board in writing within one
month of the publication or notification of such a
decision, revocation or amendment.

Bord Bia

Clanwilliam Court

Lower Mount Street
Dublin 2

D02 A344

Tel: 01 668 5155

Website: www.bordbia.ie

Bord Bia promotes, assists and develops the marketing
of Irish food including drink, seafood and livestock and
the production, marketing and consumption of
horticultural produce.

It operates quality assurance schemes for beef, pork
and bacon, horticultural and egg products. In response
to growing demand from international customers for
quality assured, sustainable food and drink products,
Bord Bia developed Origin Green - a world-first,
nationwide sustainability programme for the entire
Irish food and drink industry.

With its headquarters in Dublin, Bord Bia has a network
of overseas offices in Amsterdam,

Dubai, Dusseldorf, Lagos, London, Madrid, Milan,
Moscow, New York, Paris, Shanghai (Asia Office),
Singapore, Stockholm, Tokyo and Warsaw.

Bord lascaigh Mhara

Crofton Road

Dun Laoghaire

Co. Dublin

A96 E5A0

Tel: 01214 4100

Website: www.bim.ie

Bord lascaigh Mhara (BIM), the Irish Sea Fisheries
Board, is the Irish State agency with responsibility for
developing sustainable Irish Sea Fishing and
Aquaculture industries. BIM was established under the
Sea Fisheries Act 1952. BIM provides a range of services
including advisory, financial, technical, marketing and
training supports to all sectors of the Irish seafood
industry. BIM’s primary objective is to expand the
volume, quality and value of output from the seafish
and aquaculture sectors by focusing on the
opportunities for growth in these sectors while
promoting responsible environmental practices.

Bord na gCon
Green Park

Dock Road

Limerick

V94 Y17X

Tel: 061 448000
Website: www.igb.ie

Bord na gCon is a commercial state body, established
under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958, chiefly to
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop
the greyhound industry. Bord na gCon regulates all
aspects of greyhound racing in Ireland including the
licensing of the different tracks, the issuing of permits
to officials, bookmakers, trainers and the
implementation of the rules of racing.
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Coillte CGA

The Irish Forestry Board
Newtownmountkennedy
Co Wicklow

A63 DN25

Tel: 012011111

Website: www.coillte.ie

Coillte CGA is a private limited company, which
operates in forestry and related activities on a
commercial basis. The company is co-owned by the
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and the
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. The
company was established under the Forestry Act, 1988
which sets out its objectives and duties.

Horse Racing Ireland
Ballymany

The Curragh

Co Kildare

R56 XE37

Tel: 045 455455
Website: www.hri.ie

Horse Racing Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body,
established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing Act
2001. Horse Racing Ireland is the national authority for
horse racing in Ireland and is responsible for the overall
administration, promotion and development of the
industry.

Irish National Stud Company Ltd
Tully

Kildare

R51 KX25

Tel: 045521251

Website: www.irish-national-stud.ie

The Irish National Stud Co. Ltd keeps a range of top
class stallions with a view to making quality bloodlines
available to the thoroughbred horse industry in
Ireland. The Japanese Gardens and St. Fiachra’s
Garden, both of which are located on the grounds of
the Stud, plus the opportunity for visitors to view the
horses standing at the Stud have proven to be a major
tourist attraction through the years. The Stud also
engages in farming activities and trains people for
employment in the bloodstock sector.

Marine Institute
Rinville

Oranmore

Co. Galway

H91 R673

Tel: 091 387200
Website: www.marine.ie

The Marine Institute (MI) is the national agency with
responsibility for Marine Research, Technology
Development and Innovation (RTDI). The Institute was
established under the 1991 Marine Institute Act. The
role of the Ml is to promote the sustainable
development of marine industry through strategic
funding programmes and essential scientific services
that safeguard the marine environment through
research and environmental monitoring. The Institute
undertakes and co-ordinates marine research and
development that has the potential to promote
economic development, create employment and
protect the marine environment.

National Milk Agency

Holly Park Studio

Holly Park Avenue

Blackrock

Co. Dublin

A94 R6F7

Tel: 01 660 3396

Website: www.nationalmilkagency.ie

The National Milk Agency was established in 1994
under the Milk (Regulation of Supply) Act, 1994 and is
responsible for the regulation of the supply of milk for
liquid consumption throughout the State. Itis funded
by means of a statutory levy on milk used for liquid
consumption.

The chairman of the Agency is appointed by the
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Five
members of the Agency are directly elected by
registered producers while the other members are
appointed by the Minister following nominations from
designated organisations.

139



Appendix B - State Bodies

Teagasc

Agriculture and Food Development Authority
Oak Park

Carlow

R93 XE12

Tel: 059917 0200

Website: www.teagasc.ie

Teagasc - the Agriculture and Food Development
Authority - is the national body providing integrated
research, advisory and training services to the
agriculture and food industry and rural communities.
Established under the Agriculture (Research, Training
and Advice) Act 1988, its mission is to support science-
based innovation in the agri-food sector and wider bio-
economy so as to underpin profitability,
competitiveness and sustainability. It is governed by an
eleven-member Authority appointed by the Minister for
Agriculture, Food & the Marine and has representatives
from the farming organisations, the food industry, the
universities, the Department of Agriculture, Food and
the Marine and Teagasc staff.

The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA)
National Seafood Centre

Clonakilty

Co. Cork

P85 TX47

Tel: 023 885 9300

Website: www.sfpa.ie

The SFPA is the statutory authority responsible for the
enforcement of sea-fisheries protection and seafood
safety legislation in Ireland and throughout Ireland’s
exclusive fishing limits. It was established on 1 January
2007 under the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction
Act 2006 and its principal responsibilities are to enforce
Sea Fisheries legislation and Seafood Safety legislation
fairly and consistently and to ensure that the marine
fish and shellfish resources from the waters around
Ireland are managed sustainably and may be
consumed safely for the long term benefit of all.

Veterinary Council of Ireland
53 Landsdowne Road
Ballsbridge

Dublin 4

D04 NY29

Tel: 01 668 4402

Website: www.vei.ie

The Veterinary Council of Ireland which regulates the
practice of veterinary medicine was established on 1
January 2006 under section 11 of the Veterinary
Practice Act 2005. It has 19 members which reflects
interests such as education, animal welfare, consumers
and food safety and a balance as between
veterinarians and others. The principal function of the
Council is to regulate and manage the practice of
veterinary medicine and veterinary nursing in the State
in the public interest.
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Strategic Goal
. . “To promote and safeguard
Appendix D - Performance Budgeting ,ubiic, animal and plant
health and animal welfare

Objective 1: for the benefit of consumers

Food Safety, Animal and Plant
Health and Animal Welfare

producers and wider
society”

*2019 Estimate as amended by Supplementary Estimate

*“These figures are in respect of accredited test methods currently in use in DAFM Laboratories, some of which may be used for multiple analyses and/
or with multiple matrices”.

Staff Numbers 2019 Estimate 2019 Actual

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine , ,
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Strategic Goal
. . “Provide income and
Appendix D - Performance Budgeting  market supports to
underpin the rural
economy and the
Objective2:  cnvironment”

Farm/Sector Supports and Controls

*2019 Estimate as amended by Supplementary Estimate

Staff Numbers 2019 Estimate 2019 Actual

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine
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Objective 3:
Policy and Strategy

Strategic Goal
“Provide the optimum
policy framework for the
sustainable development
of the agri-food sector.”

*2019 Estimate as amended by Supplementary Estimate
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* 2019 figures are DAFM/CSO figures. 2017 Bord Bia.

Staff Numbers 2019 Estimate 2019 Actual

s
253 285

1,065 1,030

Bord Bia 146 139
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Strategic Goal

“Deliver a sustainable, growth driven
Appendix D - sector focussed on competitiveness

. and innovation driven by a skilled
Performance Budgetlng workforce delivering value added
products in line with market
Objective 4: demands.”

Seafood Sector

*2019 Estimate as amended by Supplementary Estimate
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Staff Numbers 2019 Estimate 2019 Actual

Department of Agriculture, 1 7 3 1 7 7

Food and the Marine

Marine Institute 142 13 1
Bord lascaigh Mhara 149 1 15

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority 1 4 5 1 2 7
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Appendix E - EAGF/EAFRD Guarantee Receipts 2019

The following shows the payments made in Ireland from the EAGF fund and EAFRD & other EU receipts during the
2019 financial year

EU-funded expenditure managed by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

*EMFF advance funding of €8.6m received are not receipted to A&A
** €-12.6 million was as a result of sales of skimmed milk powder in stock
***Increase due to Beef Exceptional Aid Measure BEAM of €48.3m

a - Only the EU Co-funding on these programmes is shown in this table.

153




An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara
Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine




An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara
Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

Tuarascail Bhliantuil
2019




An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

Raiteas Misin

Rialtas agus ar mhuintir

\Eireann trid an earnail agraibhia

a threoru, a fhorbairt agus a rialu,
slainte an phobail a chosaint agus
oiread buntaisti soisialta,
eacnamaiochta agus comhshaoil is
féidir a thabhairt chun cinn.

Raiteas Fise

Earnail agraibhia nualach agus
inbhuanaithe ata ag feidhmiu de réir
na gcaighdean is airde

Ta a bhfuil sa Tuarascail Bhliantuil seo ag teacht leis na
cuspairi a leagtar amach i Réiteas Straitéise 2016 - 2019




CLAR ABHAIR

Athbhreithnil agus Priomh-Ghnéthachtélacha sa bhliain 2019

SPRIOC STRAITEISEACH 1
Sabhailteacht Bia, Slainte Ainmhithe agus Plandai agus Leas Ainmhithe

An tSlainte Tri Chéile

Sabhailteacht Bia

Slainte agus Leas Ainmhithe

Slainte Plandai

Seirbhis Saotharlainne

SPRIOC STRAITEISEACH 2
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€14.5 billiun

d’onnmbhairi agraibhia in 2019

Leanann an earnail talmhaiochta agus bia le rdl
rithdbhachtach a bheith aici i ngeilleagar na hEireann
agus b’ionann onnmbhairi agraibhia agus 9.5%
d’onnmbhairithe iomlana ar luach de €14.5 billitn a
chiallaigh fas os cionn 63% én mbliain 2010. An Riocht
Aontaithe an ceann scribe ba mhé i gconai d’onnmhairi
agraibhia. B’fhiti €5.5 billidn na honnmhairi in 2019, n6
38% de na honnmhairi uile. B’fhit €4.7 billidin iad
onnmhairi chuig an AE (gan an RA san direamh) agus
b’fhil €4.3 billin iad onnmhairi chuig an geuid eile den
dombhan in 2019. Bhi Tairgi Déiriochta ag €5.0 billidn,
Earnail na Mairteola ag €2.3 billitin agus Earnail na
nDeochanna ag €1.7 billitin ar na tri chatagdir ab airde
sa bhliain 2019 arbh ionann é agus €9.1 billidin n6 63%
in onnmhairithe agraibhia ar fud an domhain.

Cuireann an earnail agraibhia cion suntasach le
fostaiocht, arbh ionann é agus 7.1% den fhostaiocht

jomlan né 164,400 post, i gceantair thuaithe agus costa.

Bhi an Roinn freagrach as caiteachas vétailte os cionn
€1.641 bhillidin in 2019. Chomh maith leis an
gcaiteachas vétailte, chaith an Roinn €1.250.8 billidn ar
scéimeanna a bhi maoinithe ag EAGF an AE, agus mar
sin b'ionann caiteachas iomlan na Roinne agus €2.8
billian.

I mi Dheireadh Fémhair 2019 rinneadh Comhaontd
Aistarraingthe agus Dearbh Polaititil Athchéirithe idir
an AE 27 agus an Priomhaire Johnson a chomhaontd.
Dhaingnigh Parlaimint na hEorpa agus Parlaimint na
Riochta Aontaithe an comhaontU athchdirithe ina
dhiaidh sin.

Ar an bpriomhthionchar a bhi ag véta an
Bhreatimeachta ar an earnail, bhi luaineacht steirling
ar na gndlachtai sitd a bhfuil caidreamh suntasach
tradala acu leis an Riocht Aontaithe agus bhi tionchar
didltach ag an titim seo sa luach airgeadra.

Sheol an tAire Creed agus a chomhghleacaithe an
Scéim lasachta d’Fhas Amach Anseo a d'fhorbair an
Roinn seo agus ag an Roinn Gno, Fiontar agus
Nudlaiochta i gcomhar leis an SBCI agus leis an gCiste
Eorpach Infheistiochta (EIF) i mi Marta 2019.
Seachadadh an scéim tri sholathréiri airgeadais
rannphairteacha, cuireadh €300 millitin d’iasachtai
infheistiochta ar fail do ghnélachtai Eireannacha
inchailithe, lena n-airitear feirmeoiri agus na
hearnalacha agraibhia agus bia mara. Bhi na hiasachtai
ar phraghas iomaioch agus mairfidh siad ar feadh
tréimhsi 8-10 mbliana chun tacu le hinfheistiocht
straitéiseach fadtéarmach i dtimpeallacht tar éis an
Bhreatimeachta. Bhi ardéileamh ar an Scéim, rud a
[éirigh gur fhreastal si ar an mbearna sainaitheanta sa
mhargadh agus bhi formhér an mhaoinithe tiomanta
ag druidim le deireadh na bliana. Ag deireadh mhina
Nollag, bhi 325 iasacht d’fheirmeoiri ar fhili €37.5
mhilliin ceadaithe agus bhi 57 n-iasacht do
chuideachtai bia arbh fhit €15.5 mhillidn iad
ceadaithe. Bhi os cionn 800 iarratas eile idir ldmha. Ta
tds curtha leis an obair chun machnamh a dhéanamh
ar roghanna maidir le sineadh a chur leis an scéim
iasachtai né rud éigin eile a chur ina hait.

Solathraiodh Buiséad 2020 i gcomhthéacs éiginnteacht
leanUnach faoin mBreatimeacht, rud a chuir srian ar an
acmhainneacht bearta nua a thabhairt isteach.
Aontaiodh go ngabhfadh an Roinn agus an Roinn
Arigeadais i mbun rannphairtiochta maidir le bearta
trina bhféadfai cuidiu le feirmeoiri chun na ddshlain
agus oibleagdidi a leagtar amach sa Phlean
Gniomhaiochta ar son na hAeraide a chomhlionadh
agus Slainte agus Sabhailteacht nios fearr a spreagadh
san earnail.

le tacaiocht 6n Earndil Talmhaiochta in 2019
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Ba thabhachtach go ndearnadh athnuachan ar feadh
tri bliana eile ar an bhFaoiseamh um Chain
Ghnéthachan Caipitidil maidir le hAthstruchtird
Feirme, rud a théann i ngleic leis an dishlan a
bhaineann le hilroinnt ar fheirmeacha Eireannacha,
agus gur leanadh le bearta chun fiontraiocht a chur
chun cinn agus tacu léi, mar a léiriodh leis an ard( ar
an gCreidmheas Canach ar loncam Tuillte.

Mar gheall ar an bhfégra maidir le faoi
mhicreaghrddlanna, go bhfuil an tairseach tairgeachta
inchailithe le haghaidh faciseamh 6 Chain Tairgi Alcdil
aardd 6 40,000 heictilitear go 50,000 heictilitear,
tabharfar deis do ghridlanna nios mé méadd, go
hairithe maidir le diolachain onnmhairithe.
Feabhsuithe ar bhearta cdinbhunaithe reatha chun
tacu le fiontar, SMEnna agus an earnail agraibhia, i.e.
an Priomhchlar Rannphairtiochta Fostaithe (KEEP), an
Scéim Fostaiochta agus Infheistiochta (Ell) agus an
Creidmheas Canach Taighde agus Forbartha.

Cuireadh €110 milliun ar fail i mBuiséad 2020 i m{
Dheireadh Fémhair 2019 chun an chéad sraith
tacaiochtai a sholathar i gcas Breatimeachta gan
mhargadh i rith 2020. Cuireadh €85 mhilliiin de sin ar
leataobh chun tacu le feirmeoiri eallaigh a chriochnd
lena mar(, ta €14 mhilliin & choimead le curi dtreo
scéim feistithe do shoithi iascaireachta, tad €6 mhilliin a
choimedd do chinamh infheistiochta chun iomaiochas
a fheabhsu agus chun éifeachtilacht comhshaoil a
mhéadu d’fheirmeoiri beostoic eile agus don earnail
mhuisiritin, agus coimeadadh €5 mhillidn (le tuilleadh
maoinithe a sholathar ag DBEI) chun tacl le scéim
infheistiochta caipitil um Chlaochld Bia le haghaidh
nualaiochta tairgi agus margaidh.

*
P 4 *

Rinneadh tuilleadh maoinithe a leithdhaileadh don
riald allmhairi ag calafoirt agus ag aerfoirt. Sa tréimhse
roimh spriocanna éagsula féideartha an
Bhreatimeachta i rith 2019, dhirigh an Roinn, mar chuid
de chur chuige uile-Rialtais ar an mBreatimeacht, ar a
chinntid go raibh a dhéthain ball foirne, réitigh chui TF
crua-earrai agus bogearrai ar fail, chomh maith leis na
saoraidi inilichta a bheadh de dhith 6n riald allmhairf i
ndiaidh an Bhreatimeachta. B'amhlaidh sin chun deis a
thabhairt don Roinn a hoibleagaidi dli a chomhlionadh
i ndail le rialu sldintiochta agus fiteashlaintiochta (SPS)
do thairgi agraibhia ar an mbealach is éifeachtai agus is
féidir, agus féachaint leis an gcuid is measa den chur
isteach dosheachanta a thiocfadh ar shocruithe tradala
mar thoradh ar chinneadh na RA an margadh aonair a
fhagail.

Lean an tAire Creed lena rannphairtiocht le
geallsealbhdiri, tri chruinnithe le Coiste Comhairleach
Geallsealbhdiri an Bhreatimeachta agus le freastal ar
imeachtai a bhi eagraithe ag an Roinn,
Gniomhaireachtai eile agus comhlachtai ionadaiocha
éagsula. Thug an rannphairtiocht sin an deis don Aire
Creed eolas agus spreagadh a thabhairt d’oibreoiri gnd
chun na chéad chéimeanna eile a thogail le go leanfai
lena socruithe tradéla leis an RA gan stré. Moladh do
phairtithe leasmhara clard leis an Roinn ionas go
bhfaighidh siad faisnéis chui go direach, agus claru leis
na Coimisinéiri loncaim chun uimhir EORI a fhail.
Cuireadh Seicliosta don Bhreatimeacht le chéile agus
cuireadh ar fail é ag roinnt imeachtai.

Leanadh leis an bplé ar na tograi reachtdla don chéad
CAP eile 6 2021-27, faoi Uachtaranachtai na Rémaine
agus na Fionlainne in 2019. Ba é an Rialachan maidir le
Pleananna Straitéiseacha faoi CBT an rud ba dheacra
breithnit a dhéanamh air do na Ballstait agus is iomai
saincheist ina leith nach mér a réiteach sular féidir
teacht ar chomhaontu.

Ba é BREXIT an dushlan is mo
d’earnadil Talmhaiochta na hEireann
agus fanfaidh sé mar sin i gconai
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Osclaiodh
margadh na Sine
do mhairteoil na

hEireann
tuilleadh in 2019

Seoladh an clar piolétach Eifeachtilacht Comhshaoil
Mairteola in 2019 agus € dirithe ar éifeachtilachtai
eacnamaiochta agus comhshaoil ar fheirmeacha a
fheabhsu tri bhithin méadracht feidhmiochta a bhailid,
rud a d’éascaigh cinnteoireacht a raibh bun eolais nios
fearr ann ina leith. Rinne 16,424 fheirmeoir an mea
agus an taifeadadh riachtanach agus fuair siad
focaiochtai arbh fhit €15.3 mhillitin ar an iomlan iad.

Fograiodh an Beart Cinaimh Eisceachtuil um Mairteoil
(BEAM) i mi na Bealtaine 2019. Leis sin, cuireadh
clinamh coigeartaithe sealadach ar fail d’fheirmeoiri
san earndil mairteola in Eirinn, faoi réir na
gcoinniollacha arna leagan amach i Rialachan Cur
Chun Feidhme an Choimisidin Eorpaigh (AE)
2019/1132. Rinneadh BEAM a mhaoiniu le meascan de
chinamh én AE agus le tacaiocht én Statchiste, ata a
chur ar fail i bhfianaise na gcuinsi deacra ina bhfuil
feirmeoiri na hEireann mar thoradh ar an luaineacht
agus an neamhchinnteacht margaidh ata ann. Ghlac
23,374 fheirmeoir pairt in BEAM agus rinneadh
focaiochtai arbh fhit beagnach €78 millidin iad da
bharr.

Thangthas ar an gComhaont( um Earnail Mairteola na
hEireann idir na pairtithe leasmhara an 15 Meén
Fdmbhair 2019. Mar chuid den chomhaontu sin,
bunaiodh Tascfhérsa Mairteola chun monatdireacht a
dhéanambh ar chur i bhfeidhm na dtiomantas ar tugadh
futhu agus mar ardan don rannphairtiocht
straitéiseach le priomhphairtithe leasmhara.

Rinneadh dul chun cinn suntasach maidir le tuilleadh
rochtana ar mhargadh na Sine le haghaidh mhairteoil
na hEireann in 2019. Rinneadh initichadh rathdil ar
chdrsai mairteola i mi Mhedn Fdmhair 2019, tri bhithin
iniichadh ar 14 mhonarcha mairteola iarrthacha a
fuair cead i mi Dheireadh Fdmhair 2019 onnmbhairid
chuig an tSin.

Thainig feabhas ar an rochtain chuig an tSeapain in
2019 freisin nuair a baineadh an srian aoise 30 mi
maidir le mairteoil agus nuair a tugadh isteach
deimhnit athbhreithnithe lena gceadaitear mairteoil
gan chnamha a fhaightear 6 eallach de gach aois a
onnmhairid.

In 2019, d’onnmhairigh Eire tairgi déiriochta dar luach
os cionn €5 billidn chuig tuairim is 140 tir. Is ionann é
seo agus fas +12% ar mhéideanna agus +10% ardu ar
luach i gcomparaid leis an mbliain 2018.

Sharaigh diolachan Ime €1 bhilliin don dara bliain as a
chéile in 2019 agus thainig fas mér 6 thaobh méide
agus luacha de, ar dhiolachan caise, meidhg agus
pudar bainne bhearrtha in 2019. Isiad an AE-28 a
luaitear le 55% de luach onnmhairi déiriochta na
hEireann in 2019 agus 45% le margai idirndisitnta.

Leanadh leis an infheistiocht [didir san earnail in 2019.
focadh os cionn €5.8 millitin faoin scéim infheistiochta
chun an earnail gairneoireacht trachtala a fhorbairt
agus iocadh €4 mhillidn tri bhithin na Scéime
Eagraiochtai Tairgeoiri AE.

Rinne an Roinn 6stail ar imeacht maidir le Plé
Inbhuanaitheachta geallsealbhéra rathuil i samhradh
2018. D’fhreastail toscairi ar fud na hearnala agus bhi
comhoibrit le brath go laidir ar an |a. Ta an Roinn ag
leandint ar aghaidh ag cur leis an gcomhréiteach agus
comhphairtiocht seo 6 thaobh an gha atd ann go
gcuirfeadh an earnail talmhaiochta go dearfach leis an
ngniomhu ar son na haerdide.
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Beidh nualaiocht
agus infheistiocht
mar an
priomhspreagthoi
r d’fhas leanunac

Foilsiodh an Plean Gniomhaithe Uile-Rialtais ar son na
hAeraide i mi an Mheithimh 2019. San aireamh sa
phlean bhi sprioc chun laghdu 6 10% go 15% a chur ar
astaiochtai san phriomh-earnail agraibhia. Is ionann
sin agus astaiochtai a laghdu 6 20.2 MT CO2 eq in 2017
go dti idir 17.5 agus 19 Mt CO2 eq faoin mbliain 2030.
Bhi ceanglas ann freisin maidir le feabhas ar a laghad
26.8 Mt CO2 eq a chur ar bhaint CO2 6n tirdhreach. Mar
fhreagra ar an idirphlé tosaigh a rinne an Roinn faoi
Inbhuanaitheacht i mi an Mheithimh 2018 agus ar an
bplean Uile-Rialtais, sheol an Roinn préiseas
comhairlidchain i mi na Samhna 2019 le suil agus
treochlar deich mbliana a fhorbairt, dar teideal ‘Ag
Climatise’. Ba é an aidhm a bhi ag 'Ag Climatise' na
spriocanna naisiunta a ghlacadh agus dréachtphlean
earnéla don earnéil a dhéanamh astu. Leanadh leis an
tréimhse combhairlitichain in 2020.

D’fhoilsigh an Roinn an chéad Plean OiritGinaithe
Earnala um Athra Aeraide maidir le Talmhaiocht,
Foraoiseacht agus Bia Mara i rith 2019. Leagtar amach
sa Phlean na hathruithe réamh-mheasta ar an aeraid
agus diritear ar na cinn a sainaithniodh mar iad sin is
ddichi a mbeidh tionchar acu ar an earnail
talmhaiochta, foraoiseachta agus bia mara. Léiritear
fior-shamplai ann de chasanna ina bhféadfai
smaoineamh ar athléimneacht a fhorbairt agus dul in
oiridiint don athrd aeraide.

87% de na

Baineadh amach 376
gniomh de chuid
Straitéis Foodwise 2025
in 2019

Anuas air sin, mar fhreagra ar an méid a chuireann an
talmhaiocht le hastaiochtai amdinia agus mar gheall ar
an nga le tionchar astaiochtai amdinia ar an
mbithéagsutlacht agus ar shlainte an duine a laghdd,
d’fhoilsigh an Roinn ‘C6d Dea-Chleachtais maidir le
hastaiochtai amadinia 6n talmhaiocht a laghd(d’ mar a
éilitear faoin Treoir um Uasteorainneacha Astaiochtai
Naisiunta. Comhlanaitear an Plean Gniomhaiochta
maidir le Niotraiti ag an gcdd sin agus tarraingitear aird
ar mhodhanna praiticidla chun astaiochtai amdinia a
laghdu ar leibhéal na feirme, amhail teicneolaiochtai
leata aoiligh nach gcruthaionn ach astaiochtai isle agus
cinedlacha leasachain lena mbaineann laghdu ar an
gcaillidint amdinia.

Sa bhliain 2019, mar thoradh ar Ghairm ar Thograi
Taighde faoi Chlair Maoinithe Taighde lomaiocha na
Roinne, bhain 17 nEagraiochta Feidhmiochta Taighde
in Eirinn, lena n-airitear, Teagasc, Ollscoileanna agus
Instititidi Teicneolaiochta, leas as ddmhachtaini os
cionn €20.1 milliin do 38 tionscadal a chlidaigh raon
réimsi dbhair. Chomh maith le fianaise a chur ar fail do
bheartas agus do theicneolaiochtai 6 thaobh feabhas a
chur ar chleachtais agraibhia, cuireann an infheistiocht
seo fostaiocht dhireach ar fail do 75 conradh do lucht
taighde agus deiseanna oideachais ar fail do 90 mac
[éinn iarchéime i bhfoirm PhDs (55) agus Céim
Mhaistreachta (35). Gné thar a bheith dearfach de na
Damhachtaini Taighde is ea an ghné uile-oilednda.
Déantar sin a éascu tri bhithin rannphairtiocht na
Roinne Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil agus Gnéthai
Tuaithe i dTuaisceart Eireann (DAERA NI) a chuireann
maoinid ar fail do thaighdeoiri i dtri fhoras i
dTuaisceart Eireann a bhfuil baint acu le hocht gcinn de
na tionscadail ar éirigh leo.

I ndiaidh an athbhreithnid lar-théarmach ar an gClar
Foraoiseachta in 2018 agus ar bhearta nua a thabhairt
isteach da bharr, bhi spéis mhor i speicis crann
leathanduilleach a churin 2019. Ba 25% den chur
jomlan a bhi san fhoraoisil leathanduilleach. Cuireadh
310 heictear de choillearnach dhichasach in 2019,
méid arbh ionann é agus ardd 17% i gcomparaid leis na
figidiri in 2017.



Athbhreithniu agus Priomh-Ghnothachtalacha

sa bhliain 2019

I mi Eanair 2019, d’eisigh an Roinn glao ar thograi chun
buntaisti ilfheidhmeacha na foraoiseachta a chur chun
cinn. Glacadh le clig thogra dhéag chun buntaisti
comhshaoil, eacnamaiochta agus sdisialta na
foraoiseachta a chur chun cinn, agus glacadh le clig
chinn déag lena maoinil as buiséad os cionn €830,000
in 2019 agus 2020. | measc na dtograi ar éirigh leo bhi
féile coillearnai, laethanta oscailte chun coillearnach
dhdchasach a chur ar bun, crua-adhmad sa
bhithgheilleagar a chur chun cinn agus go leor
tionscnamh scoil-bhunaithe chun tabhacht na
bithéagsulachta, na bhforaoisi agus an athr(i aeraide a
mhuineadh do leanai.

Seoladh an ceathru tuarascail bhliantdil maidir le dul
chun cinn Food Wise 2025, dar teideal “Céimeanna
chun na Rathulachta 2019”
(https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/foodwise2025/food
wise2025-stepstosuccess2019/), i mi 1Gil 2019.
Léiritear sa tuarascail an dul chun cinn a bhaineadh
amach i mbliain a tri de chur i bhfeidhm straitéis
mionsonraithe Food Wise 2025. Ta 87% de na 376
gniomh a raibh tUs le cur lena bhfeidhmid faoin mbliain
2019, n6 ar gniomhartha leantinacha iad, bainte amach
againn n6 ta gniomh mor glactha lena mbaint amach;
agus ta tus curtha le feidhmid an 13% eile agus dul
chun cinn maith @ dhéanamh orthu.

Cuireadh tus leis an bproiseas chun an chéad straitéis
deich mbliana eile faoi stitir phairtithe leasmhara a
fhorbairt don earndil agraibhia. Tiocfaidh an straitéis in
ait Food Wise 2025. Seoladh comhairlidichan poiblii mi
IGil, tiondladh Diospdireacht Beartais Oscailte le
haghaidh ceithre chéad pairti leasmhara i Staid Aviva i
mi Dheireadh Fémhair agus bunaiodh ionadai coiste ar
an earnail i mi na Samhna. Tathar ag suil go
bhfoilseofar an straitéis nua in 2020.

Fuair raon tionscadail faoin gCiste Forbartha agus
Nudlaiochta Tuaithe (RIDF) ata ceangailte le moltai
CEDRA (an Coimisiin um Fhorbairt Eacnamaiocht na
gCeantar Tuaithe) beagnach €1.5 milliin i maoinit 6n
Roinn thar an mbliain 2019.

Sheol an tAire Talmhaiochta, Michael Creed, Clar na
nDidilicini Péarla in Dha Dhrom an 29 Marta 2019. Is
éard is aidhm leis an gclar deonach seo, clar agra-
chomhshaoil a bheidh bunaithe ar thorthai a fhorbairt
chun cémhaireachtail fhadtéarmach idir didilicini
péarla fionnuisce agus an fheirmeoireacht a chinntit
sna hocht ndobharcheantar ditilicini péarla fionnuisce
is mé in Eirinn.

Déanann tionscnamh na Comhphairtiochta
Nualaiochta Eorpaigh (EIP) maoinit ar chomhoibril
idir geallsealbhdiri, lena n-airitear, feirmeoiri, lucht
taighde, comhairleoiri agus gnélachtai a dhéanann
suas an Grupa Oibrioch, le réitigh nualacha ar
dhdshlain irithe a aithint. Eisiodh dha ghlao ar thograi
ar leithligh faoin EIP, lena mbaineann pacaiste
maoinithe foriomlan de €24 mhilliin. Ceadaiodh 21
Ghripa Oibriocha ar leithligh chun tionscadail EIP a
thabhairt chun criche.

Ta baint ghniomhach ag an
Roinn, i gcomhar le feirmeoiri,
eagraiochtai geallsealbhoiri
agus gniomhaireachtai le roinnt
Tionscnaimh Leasa Slainte a
hAon
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In 2019, chuir an Roinn maoiniu
de € 2.9 milliun ar fail do 106
comhlacht leasa ainmhithe ar
fud na tire a bhfuil baint
dhireach acu le seachadadh

Measadh gur tuairim is €577 milliin a bhi ar luach
onnmbhairi bia mara na hEireann in 2019, mar ab
ionann leis an luach a taifeadadh in 2018. Fuarthas
amach go raibh dishlain in earnélacha airithe agus bhi
fas dearfach in earnalacha eile. Thainig ard( 25% ar
luach na n-onnmhairi bradain, mar thoradh ar ardu
20% ar an méid agus ar fhas dearfach ar phraghsanna.
Leanadh leis an éileamh domhanda ar bhia mara in
2019 agus thuairiscigh onnmhaireoiri Eireannacha
éileamh laidir ar a dtéirgi sna priomh-mhargai
onnmbhairithe.

Mealladh os cionn 90,000 cuairteoir chuig Duganna
Chathair Chorcai leis an imeacht tri [4 SeaFest 2019 a
tiondladh 6n 7-9 Meitheamh 2019. Ta sé mar aidhm leis
an fhéile, mar Fhéile na Mara - féile ndisiiinta mhuiri na
hEireann, ar n-aitheantas muiri a neartd, ag cur le
rannphairtiocht le hacmhainni mara fllirseacha na
hEireann, tri chur le feasacht ar luach agus ar
dheiseanna a chuireann an fharraige ar fail. Is
priomhchuid d'Fheidhm a Bhaint as Saibhreas ar
nAigéin é SeaFest (Plean Comhthaite Muiri na
hEireann) agus é mar aidhm leis rannphéirtiocht a
mhéadl maidir leis an bhfarraige.

D'aontaigh Airi Comhairle lascaigh an AE TACanna agus
cudtai 2020 i mi na Nollag 2019. D'éirigh leis an Aire
195,000 tonna cudtai arbh ionann a luach agus €275
millidn d'iascairi na hEireann a fhéil do 2020.

Lean onnmbhairithe Uisce Beatha Eireannach ag fas sa
bhliain 2019 agus bhain €810m amach den chéad uair
riamh a chiallaigh fas carnach de 194% na catagoire
sna clig bliana 6n mbliain 2012. Measadh go raibh
luach €363 mhilliin ag onnmhairi Uachtar licéir
Eireannaigh. Stait Aonaithe Mheirice4 ab ea an
margadh onnmhairithe ba thabhachtai.

seirbhisi curaim agus leasa
ainmhithe.

Ta an Roinn, i gcomhar le feirmeoiri, eagraiochtai
pairtithe leasmhara agus gniomhaireachtai, bainteach
go gniomhach le roinnt tionscnamh de chuid One
Welfare, lena ndéantar solathar maith do leas an
phobail, lena n-airitear: Bithshlandail, Meitheal
Pairtithe Leasmhara Campalabaictéir agus an Straitéis
Faireachais ar Shlainte Ainmhithe.

Chun cur leis an bhfeasacht ar an tdbhacht a
bhaineann le sldinte ainmhithe, thiondil an Roinn an
chéad La Feasachta maidir le Slainte Ainmhithe an 28
Samhain 2019. Chomh maith le raon imeachtai a
tiondladh ar an |, scaipeadh os cionn 4,750 bileog
agus 280 postaer le cur in airde in oifigi na Roinne, i
monarchana maraithe le ceadl 6n Roinn, i marglanna,
in institididi oideachais triti leibhéal agus in oifigi
Teagasc.

Tugadh forbhreathnu ar shonrai faireachais maidir le
hisaid frithmhicrébach (AMU) agus frithsheasmhacht
in aghaidh abhair fhrithmhiocrébaigh (AMR) i ndaoine
agus i mbia-ainmhithe in Eirinn den chéad uair nuair a
foilsiodh an chéad tuarascail One Welfare - Report on
Antimicrobial Use and Antimicrobial Resistance in
Eirinn i mi Eandir 2019.

Rinneadh tastail ar thart ar 98.4% den tréad naisiinta i
gcomhair eitinn bhélachta (TB) sa bhliain 2019. Bhi
laghdu ar lion na bhfrithghniomhaithe a braitheadh,
17,058 in 2019 i gcomparaid le 17,491 in 2018. Thainig
ardu afach ar chasanna i dtréada 6 thaobh TB 6 3.51%
g0 3.72% sa tréimhse chéanna.



Athbhreithniu agus Priomh-Ghnothachtalacha

sa bhliain 2019

Sa bhliain 2019, chuir an Roinn maoinit de €2.9 milliin
ar fail do 106 chomhlacht leasa ainmhithe ar fud na tire
ata bainteach go direach le seirbhisi ciraim agus leasa
ainmhithe a sheachadadh. Is do ranniocaiocht amhain
ata an maoiniu do chostais fhoriomlana na n-
eagraiochtai i gceist. Ni mor do gach iarratasoir ar
mhaoiniu glacadh le sraith dhian treoirlinte maidir le
leas ainmhithe, a bheith ar an bhfdd le dha bhliain né
nios mo, a bheith claraithe leis an Rialalai Carthanas
agus cuntais mhionsonraithe tacaiochta a sholathar.

Chomh maith le sintids na hEireann de €1.43 millidn a
ioc leis an Eagraiocht Bhia agus Talmhaiochta (FAO) sa
bhliain 2019, chuir an Roinn tuilleadh maoinithe
buiséadach breise de €1.18 milliiin ar fail don FAO i
réimsi a bhfuil cumas ar leith ag an FAO agus go
measann an Roinn go bhfuil tdbhacht straitéiseach leo.

D’6stéil an Roinn Seachtain Nuéla 6n 9 - 13 Nollaig, i
gcombhar leis an gcéad Seachtain Nuala ar feadh na
Seirbhise Poibli, chun athri dearfach ar an tsli a
sholathraitear seirbhisi na Roinne a spreagadh.

I rith 2019, d’éascaigh an Roinn tri shocrdchan oiliina
ar Chlar an Oireachtais maidir le Foghlaim ag an Obair
(OWL), clar feidhmeach foghlama, forbartha agus
sdisialaithe d’aosaigh dga a bhfuil michumas
intleachtdil ag dul déibh. Ta mar aidhm leis an gClar
tacu le daoine na scileanna agus an mhuinin a fhorbairt
chun teacht ar fhostaiocht ioctha sa mhargadh oscailte
saothair.

I rith 2019, agus mar chuid den Straitéis
Combhionannais agus Eagstlachta, rinneadh obair chun
clrsa riomhFhoghlama faoi Chomhionannas agus
Eagsulacht san Ait Oibre a fhail. San acmhainn
riomhFhoghlama, a forbraiodh go sonrach d’Earnail
Phoibli na hEireann agus ina bhfuil cas-staidéir
Eireannacha 4bhartha, tugtar aghaidh ar ghnéithe
éagsula den chomhionannas agus den éagsulacht san
ait oibre, lena n-airitear éagsulacht, claontuairim
neamh-chomhfhiosach, ciapadh agus idirdheald.

Déantar an tAthbhreithnid Bliantdil agus Suil Chun
Cinn don Talmhaiocht, Bia agus Mara a churi dtoll a
chéile gach bliain chun eolas agus anailis staitistici
cothrom le data a chur ar fail 6 fhoinsi éagsula agus is
scrudd mionsonraithe é ar earnail agraibhia na
hEireann, agus caitear suil chun cinn ar an am atd le
teacht. Is féidir Athbhreithnid Bliantdil agus Suil Chun
Cinn 2019 a fhail ar laithredn gréasain na Roinne ag:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agrifoodindustry/agri
foodandtheeconomy/economicpublications/aro2019/.

Ta bonn laidir fianaise riachtanach chun beartas a chur
i dtoll a chéile agus a chur i bhfeidhm agus cuideoidh
an fhaisnéis agus na staitistici a chuimsitear san
Athbhreithnid Bliantuil agus Sdil Chun Cinn le hanailis
adhéanambh ar bheartas agus le diospdireacht a chur
ar bun san earnail. Cuireann an Roinn bileoga firici
amach go rialta ar abhair amhail Talmhaiocht na
hEireann, Tradail agus an Breatimeacht. T4 siad le fail
ar an laithrean gréasain:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agrifoodindustry/ag
ri-foodandtheeconomy/economicpublications/.




SPRIOC STRAITEISEACH
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geoiri agus na sochai nios leithne
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Cuireann coincheap “an tSlainte Tri Chéile” cur chuige “na
sochai go léir” chun cinn ina n-aithnitear go bhfuil slainte
daoine ceangailte le slainte ainmhithe agus leis an
gcomhshaol. Ta sé mar sprioc le coincheap “an tSlainte Tri
Chéile” iarrachtai comhoibriochaildisciplineacha a
spreagadh ar fud earnalacha difritla ar nés earndil na slainte
na talmhaiochta agus an comhshaol leis na torthai slainte is
fearr a bhaint amach do dhaoine agus d’ainmhithe.

Ta pataigini de chineal zéndiseach, a fhaigheann an duine 6
ainmhithe cléis né 6 ainmhithe fidine, tri theagmhail
dhireach, an timpeallacht (lena n-diritear, tri veicteoiri beo)
nd tri bhia, mar chdis le nios mé na 60% de ghalair
thégalacha sa duine. Is ionann teacht chun cinn pataigini
nua agus pataigini atd ag teacht chun cinn aris agus bagairt
dhomhanda ata ag dul i méid do shlainte an duine agus do
shlainte ainmhithe, lena n-airitear sabhailteacht bia agus go
deimhin slandail bia. Da bhri sin, ta cosc a chur ar ghalair ag
a bhfoinse ainmhi rithabhachtach ¢ thaobh slainte an duine
a chosaint. Sa bhreis air sin, td an méid a d’fhéadfadh slainte
ainmhi cur le bearta maolaithe 6 thaobh athr( aeraide a
shainaithint agus & chainniochtd nios mé agus nios mo.

Ta baint ghniomhach ag an Roinn, i gcomhar le feirmeoiri,
eagraiochtai pairtithe leasmhara agus gniomhaireachtal, le
roinnt tionscnamh One Welfare, lena ndéantar solathar
suntasach do ‘leas an phobail’. Tugtar breac-chuntas thios ar
roinnt samplai diobh sin:

Bithshlandail

Ta athbhreithnithe bithshlandala ar an bhfeirm faoi stidir
tréidlianna ar fail saor in aisce ag an bpointe Usaide
d’fheirmeoiri muc agus éanlaithe trachtala, faoi bheart sa
Chlar Forbartha Tuaithe. Solathraitear tuarascail do gach
feirmeoir rannphairteach mar thoradh ar na
hathbhreithnithe sin, ina dtugtar meas ar laidreacht a
gcleachtais bhithshlandala agus ina moltar priomhréimsi le
feabhsU. Tabharfar léirit ar an dul chun cinn a dhéanfar de
bharr athruithe ar an mbainistit de dhith, le himeacht
aimsire, tri bhithin na hathbhreithnithe bithshlandala a
dhéanamh bliain i ndiaidh bliana.

Corais Réamhbhais agus larbhais (AMPM)

Eilitear le Rialachdn Cur Chun Feidhme an Choimisitin (AE)
2019/627 go gcaitear torthai ¢ iniGchtai abhartha ar fheoil
lena mbaineann suntas do shlainte an phobail agus do
shlainte ainmhithe a chur faoi bhraid tairgeoiri agus tréidlia-

chleachtdiri priobhaideacha. Ach na sonrai rithabhachtacha
sin a chur ar fail do chinnteoiri ar leibhéal feirme, ar ardan
slan ar line, cabhrofar le feabhstchain ar bhainistiu sldinte
tréad a bhrd chun cinn. Beidh buntdisti ann, da bharr sin, do
thorthai slainte ainmhithe agus do thorthai slainte an
phobail. Is réamhriachtanas é torthai 6 scruduithe
réamhbhais agus iarbhais a ghabhail go leictreonach le go
bhféadfar aiseolas den sért sin a thabhairt, agus chuige sin,
ta an Roinn i mbun pleandla chun cérais AMPM a thabhairt
isteach maidir le raon speiceas. Is le haghaidh muc é an
chéad chéras den sort sin arna fhorbairt ag an Roinn agus
tathar ag suil go leathfar amach chuig speicis eile é sna 3-4
bliana amach romhainn. Ta aiseolas a thabhairt
d’fheirmeoiri mairteola agus déiriochta le roinnt blianta
anuas faoin gclar Seiceail Slainte Mairteola, arna fhorbairt
ag Slainte Ainmhithe Eireann, i gcomhar leis an Roinn agus
le Tionscal Feola na hEireann, i ndail le puchan ae agus galar
riospraide. Is léir, da bharr sin, luach na gcéras sin
d’fheirmeoiri, don tionscal feola, do thréidlia-chleachtdiri
agus don lucht déanta beartais.

An Grupa Pairtithe Leasmhara Campalabaictéir

Is é Campalabaictéar an chdis is coitianta le heintriteas
baictéarach in Eirinn agus ar fud an AE. T4 earnail sicini
cuibhrithe na hEireann, le tacaiocht n Roinn, 6 Udaras
Sébhailteachta Bia na hEireann agus 6 dhreamanna eile,
rannphairteach sa Ghripa Pairtithe Leasmhara
Campalabaictéir. Leagtar amach go leor moltai i dtuarascail
an Ghrupa (Aibrean 2017) a bhfuil mar aidhm leo laghdl
riosca a fheabhsu ar fud an bhiashlabhra go dti an pointe
tomhaltais. Mar chuid d’fhorfheidhmid na tuarascéla sin, ta
comhaontl déanta ag an Roinn agus ag na pairtithe
leasmhara dbhartha faoina mbailitear samplai caochain
anois 6 fhormhor na n-ealtai a chuirtear ar aghaidh lena
mard, agus prétacal comhaontaithe  Usaid. Is [éiriGi den
scoth iad na torthai 6n anailis a dhéantar ar na samplai sin
ar leitheaddlacht Campalabaictéir ar leibhéal na feirme. Ta
obair a dhéanambh i gconai chun an bunachar sonrai a
fhorbairt tuilleadh lena chur ar chumas feirmeoiri aiseolas
direach a fhail faoi thorthai Campalabaictéir, chomh maith
le cumas tagarmharcéla lena n-éascéfai monatdireacht ar an
dul chun cinn.

Is cuid thabhachtach den Straitéise Naisiunta Shlainte
Ainmhithe Saothraithe foriomlan i an Straitéis Faireachais
maidir le Sldinte Ainmhithe. Faoin bhFaireachas maidir le
Sldinte Ainmhithe is féidir faisnéis a bhailit chun eachtrai
nua a bhaineann le sldinte ainmhithe né méadu i lion na n-
imeachtai a bhaineann le slainte ainmhithe a bhailit a
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luaithe agus is féidir le go mbeidh faisnéis nios fearr a cur ar
fail ar mhaithe le riosca a bhainistiti ag gach leibhéal den
tionscal. Is cuid rithabhachtach de chéras faireachais dea-
fheidhmidil é an fhaisnéis a fhaightear 6 na gniomhaiochtai
faireachais sin a churinidl. Is priomhghné den chumarsaid
laistigh den straitéis faireachais a bhi i laithrean gréasain
tiomanta maidir le sldinte ainmhithe a bhunu, chun faisnéis
thrathuil agus chruinn a chur ar fail do phairtithe leasmhara
abhartha
(www.animalhealthsurveillance.agriculture.gov.ie).
Cuireann sé faisnéis shlainte ainmhithe ar fail do
chomhphairtithe tradala reatha agus ionchasacha freisin.
Déantar an laithrean gréasain a nuashonru go rialta le
saincheisteanna trathala maidir le slainte ainmhithe chun
leasa feirmeoiri, tréidlia-chleachtoiri agus Usaideoiri eile. Ba
ghniomh ar tugadh faoi mar chuid den straitéis faireachais in
2019 a bhi i dtabhairt isteach chlar faireachais seamlas nua
d’eallach. Ceapadh é le hoibrili i gcomhar le cérais TF na
Roinne, chun saoirse 6 Bhruisealdis, Lilcois Bhuaibheach
Eansotach (EBL) agus Gormtheanga a chinntid, tri bhithin
sraith amhain samplai a Usdid ar an mbealach is éifeachtai is
féidir 6 thaobh costais de. Bhi an clar nua an-éifeachtach
chun deis a thabhairt don Roinn an torthai céanna a bhaint
amach leis na 17,197 sampla fola a bailiodh i rith 2019 i

gcomparaid leis na 129,469 sampla fola a bailiodh i rith 2018.

La Feasachta Slainte Ainmhithe

Reachtail an Roinn an chéad La Feasachta maidir le Slainte
Ainmhithe an 28 Samhain 2019 chun cur leis an bhfeasacht
ar an tabhacht a bhaineann le slainte ainmhithe. Eagraiodh
raon imeachtai don a feasachta agus d’fhreastail lucht
féachana de thart ar 900 duine ar na himeachtai éagsula.
Seiminear dar teideal Animal Health- from farm to food
shelf ab ea an priomh-imeacht don |4, a tiondladh i
Marglann an Chairn agus bhi os cionn 100 duine i lathair. Ar
na himeachtai eile bhi cainteanna do mhic léinn
talmhaiochta, tréidlia-chleachtdiri agus mic léinn altranais,
arna n-Ostail ag lionra Saotharlann Tréidliachta Réigiinach
na Roinne. Scaipeadh os cionn 4,750 bileog agus 280
péstaer le cur in airde in oifigi na Roinne, i monarchana
maraithe le ceadl 6n Roinn, i marglanna, in institididi
oideachais trit leibhéal agus in oifigi Teagasc

An Straitéis Naisiunta maidir le Leas Ainmhithe

Ta criochnu agus foilsitl na Straitéise Naisiinta maidir le
Leas Ainmhithe & bhrd chun cinn ag an Roinn. Aithnitear sa
straitéis, a thagann le prionsabail One Welfare, an

idircheangailteacht idir leas ainmhithe agus follaine an
duine agus samhlaitear fuithi caidreamh nios mé i measc
pairtithe leasmhara agus na sochai i dtreo chomhchuspéir
de leas ainmhithe nios fearr in Eirinn.

Muca le hEireabaill Shlana a Thogail

Is clar naisiiinta é Muca le hEireabaill Shlana a Thogail, a
bhfuil mar aidhm leis togail trachtala muc gan a n-eireabaill
a sciotadh a bhaint amach. Bionn muca agithe a n-eireaball
nuair nach gcuirtear timpeallachtai maireachtéla a
éascaionn gnath-iompar muc ar fail ddibh. Ta feirmeoiri muc
ag tabhairt faoi na chéad chéimeanna tri bhithin
measunuithe riosca a dhéanamh agus pleananna
gniomhaiochta a chruth maidir le hithe eireaball. Cuirtear
an prdiseas sin, arna mhaoinit ag an gClar Forbartha
Tuaithe, ar fail tri bhithin saineolas tréidliachta
priobhaideach. Ta cuairteanna rialta a dhirionn go sonrach
ar mhuca le heireabaill shlana a thégail & gcur chun cinn ag
an am céanna.

Frithsheasmhacht in aghaidh Abhar
Frithmhiocrobaigh

In 2019, léirigh na pairtithe leasmhara go |éir i Coiste
Feidhmilchain Slainte Ainmhithe iNAP tiomantas soiléir 6
thaobh tact le Plean Gniomhaiochta na hEireann chun dul i
ngleic le AMR agus lean siad de na gniomhartha maidir le
Slainte Ainmhithe arna leagan amach in iNAP a bhrd chun
cinn. Ag an am céanna, ta an Roinn fds ag obair leis na
pairtithe leasmhara go léir faoi choimirce an Choiste
Chomhairliichain Idir-rannach, a thagann le chéile faoi dhd
sa bhliain, chun na gniomhartha in iNAP a bhrd chun cinn ar
leibhéal One Welfare. Tugadh forbhreathnd ar shonrai
faireachais maidir le hisaid frithmhicrébach (AMU) agus
frithsheasmhacht in aghaidh abhair fhrithmhiocrébaigh
(AMR) i ndaoine agus i mbia-ainmhithe in Eirinn den chéad
uair nuair a foilsiodh an chéad tuarascail One Welfare -
Report on Antimicrobial Use and Antimicrobial Resistance in
Eirinn i mi Eanair 2019.

Thug an Larionad Eorpach um Ghalair a Chosc agus a Riall
(ECDC) agus Ard-Stiurthdireacht an Choimisitin Eorpaigh
um Shldinte agus Sabhailteacht Bia cuairt ar Eirinn le chéile
maidir le AMR agus One Welfare, 6n 7-11 Deireadh Fomhair
2019. Eagraiodh an chuairt i gcomhar lenar
gcomhghleacaithe sa Roinn Slainte agus ba é cuspoir na
cuairte cabhrd le hEirinn a straitéisi agus beartais naisitinta
in aghaidh AMR a fhorbairt agus a fhorfheidhmid tuilleadh,
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bunaithe ar chur chuige One Welfare. Is meastnu an-
aisidil ar na gniomhartha ata déanta againn go dti seo
chun duli ngleic le AMR é an tuarascail chriochnaitheach
6n gCoimisitin Eorpach ar a chinnti agus a mholtai. Beidh
na cinnti mar bhonn eolais don dara Plean
Gniomhaiochta Naisitnta na hEireann maidir le AMR a
fhorbairt. Ta tds le cur leis an bplean sin in 2020.

Rinne an Roinn agus Teagasc comhdhail faoi
fhrithsheasmhacht in aghaidh abhar frithmhiocrébach
agus frith-heilminteach dar teideal “Awareness to Action”
aeagru i gcomhar. Tiondladh an chomhdhail an 27
Sambhain 2019. Ba iad priomh-chuspdiri an imeachta sin,
cur leis an bhfeasacht ar abhair fhrithmhiocrébach (AMR)
agus frith-heilminteach agus aistrit eolais agus dea-
chleachtais a éascl i measc feirmeoiri agus gairmithe
tréidliachta i ndail le cégais tréidliachta i slainte
ainmbhithe a Usaid agus a bhainistid. An Roinn
Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara, Teagasc agus Slainte
Ainmhithe Eireann a d’4stéil an t-imeacht sin i gcomhar,
le tacaiocht 6n gColdiste Ollscoile, Baile Atha Cliath.
Chuimsigh an t-imeacht seo dha phriomhchuspéir an
iNAP maidir le faisnéis agus feasacht ar an AMR a
fheabhsu, ag cur an méid is fearr is féidir le hisaid
antaibheathaigh i ndaoine agus in ainmhithe tri éascu a
dhéanamh ar chomhroinnt faisnéise agus sarchleachtas a
mhalartd i measc lucht gairme ciram slainte agus
tréidliachta maidir le hdsaid, ordu oidis agus bainistiocht
antaibheathaigh i sldinte daoine agus ainmhithe.

Seoladh dha threoirdhoiciméad nua a forbraiodh ag na
pairtithe leasmhara feirmeoireachta agus tréidliachta a
raibh baint acu le Coiste Feidhmilchain Slainte
Ainmhithe iNAP ag an imeacht sin, lenar diriodh Code of
Good Practice Regarding the Responsible Use of
Antibiotics on Pig Farms agus A Code of Good Practice
Regarding the Responsible Use of Antibiotics on Dairy
Farms.

Thug an Roinn Bunachar Sonrai Naisitinta maidir le
hUsaid Frithmhicrébach do mhuca isteach an 1 Samhain
2019. Ta an bunachar sonrai sin ceaptha sonrai ar leibhéal
na feirme faoin méid frithmhiocrébach a Gsaidtear ar
fheirmeacha trachtala muc na hEireann a bhailiti ar
bhonn raithidil. Is cuid larnach den iarracht naisitnta
maidir leis an Usdid a laghdu trid is trid é Gsaid
frithmhiocrébach a thomhas, agus Usaid fhreagrach a
chur chun cinn nuair is ga. Samhlaitear go mbaileofar
sonrai 6 thréidlianna a thugann oidis do gach speicis eile
chomh maith, cé gur ar leibhéal na feirme i gcas muc a
bhailitear na sonrai saide.

13

Chomhoibrigh an Roinn le Irish Farmers Journal (IF))
freisin in 2019 ar fheachtas “One Health” a dhirigh ar
fheirmeoiri agus ar chombhairleoiri feirmeoiri chomh
maith le léitheoiri eile an IFJ. Is é a bhi i gceist leis an
tionscnamh sin, alt sa choicis ar line agus foilsithe san
iris, in éineacht le fisean gearr a phlé an téama idir [amha.
Thosaigh an tionscnamh i mi Mhean Fémhair 2019 agus
lean sé ar aghaidh ar feadh 26 sheachtain. Comhlanaiodh
roinnt cuspdiri straitéiseacha faoi Phlean Gniomhaiochta
Ndisitinta na hEireann maidir le AMR 2017-2020 (iNAP)
faoin tionscnamh, 6 thaobh Chuspdir Straitéiseach 1,
eolas agus feasacht ar AMR a fheabhsu, Cuspdir
Straitéiseach 3, leathadh ionfhabhtaithe agus galair a
laghdu tri bhithin slainte ainmhithe agus bithshlandail
nios fearr a chur chun cinn agus Cuspdir Straitéiseach 4,
Usdid antaibheathach i slainte ainmhithe a thabhairt
chun cinn.

Faoi dheireadh 2019, bhi 54 ghniomh i bplean
gniomhaiochta Choiste Feidhmilchain Slainte Ainmhithe
iNAP. Ta 13 de na gniomhartha sin tugtha chun criche
agus ta an chuid eile fés ar bun. Bhi rannphairtiocht thar
a bheith dearfach ar fud na n-earnalacha agus tathar ag
leandint den obair go seasta chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar
na straitéisi agus cuspairi éagsula, ag teacht le Plean
Gniomhaiochta na hEagraiochta Domhanda Slainte chun
dulingleic le bagairt a bhaineann, sa chéad dul sios, le
slainte an phobail. Rachaidh an plean gniomhaiochta
reatha in éag ag deireadh 2020 agus ta tus curtha leis an
obair ar an bplean a thiocfaidh ina ait.

In ainneoin na tabhachta a ghabhann leis an bpointe
thuas, i gcomhthéacs sabhailteacht bia, ta freagracht
phriomha ar OQibritheoiri Gné Bia (FBO’nna) 6 thaobh a
chinntit go mbionn aon bhia a chuireann siad ar an
margadh sabhailte agus follain. Da bhri sin, ta freagracht
doshéanta ar FBO’nna - lena n-diritear, feirmeoiri - na
gniomhartha cui a ghlacadh le haon riosca don tslainte
phoibli a laghdu.
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Rialuithe Sabhailteachta agus Slainteachais
Bia

Lean an Roinn le caighdeain sabhailteachta agus
sldinteachais bia a dheimhnid sa bhliain 2017 trina
conradh seirbhise le hUdaras Sabhailteachta Bia na
hEireann (FSAI) a chur i bhfeidhm.

Cludaionn Conradh Seirbhise nua tri bliana, atd i
bhfeidhm 6n mbliain 2017, rialuithe maidir le
Slainteachas feola

Bainne agus tairgi bainne

Uibheacha agus tairgi uibheacha
Lotnaidicidi

Gairneoireacht

Poist Chigireachta Teorann

larmhair

Treoir maidir le Zéndisi

Lipéadu bia

Sa bhliain 2019, rinne an Roinn imscridu ar 82 gearan
maidir le bia a chomhord( agus bhain 56 acu le feoil/tairgi
feola, bhain 26 acu le bainne/tairgi bainne, agus bhain 18
acu le mear-fholdireamh thar ceann an FSAl agus
Choimisitn na hEorpa. Bhiidir chomhréireacht le
reachtaiocht lipéadaithe, abhair choimhthiocha a
liomhnaiodh a fuarthas i dtairgi agus saincheisteanna
maidir le caighdean i gceist leo seo. Tugadh faoi
chomhordd ar na himscriduithe seo sa bhreis ar an
ghnathmhonatdireacht bia lena chinntil nach saraitear
uasleibhéal inghlactha iarmhair.

Bhi an Roinn rannphairteach freisin i gclig Mhisean
Inilichta/Faisnéise na Stilrthdireachta Ginearalta don
tSlainte agus Sabhailteacht Bia maidir le hAllmhaireoiri
Beatha, Organaigh Ghéinmhodnaithe, Rialuithe maidir le
Feirmeoireacht Organach agus le Lipéadu, Slainteachas
Bhia ar mhaithe le hEillid Micribitheolaiochta a chosc
agus na Cdrais Naisilnta Inilchta.

Bainne agus Feoil

Bunaithe ar an bprionsabal buntsach go bhfuil gach
oibreoir gné bia agus beatha freagrach as sabhailteacht
an bhia/bheatha ata a thairgeadh acu, ni mér go mbeidh
gach bunaiocht déiriochta agus feola ag comhlionadh
ceanglais na Rialachdin Eorpacha um Shlainteachas Bia
(ar a dtugtar an “Pacdiste Slainteachais”). Ni mér go
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mbeidh Oibritheoiri Gné Bia (FBOnna) ag cloi freisin le
prionsabail an HACCP (anailis ghuaise agus pointi
rialichain criticitla) a nglactar leo go hidirnaisitnta, a
thugann an tsoluibthacht do FBOnna le cérais rialtichain a
churin oiridint do riachtanais shainidla a gcuid
oibriochtai féin. Le linn 2019, lean an Roinn de
mhonatdireacht agus fiort a dhéanamh, lena chinntit go
raibh na bunaiochtai ceadaithe go léir den sért sin ag
comhlionadh na bprionsabal i gcdnai. Ta liosta de na
bunaiochtai bia ceadaithe agus claraithe 4 choinneail ag
an Roinn ar a laithrean gréasain.
(http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/foodsafetyconsumerissues
/DAFMapprovedestablishments/)

Tugann an Roinn faoina riallchain riosca-bhunaithe féin
ar bhunaiochtaf ata faoina maoirseacht. Le linn na bliana
2019, chuaigh céras rialGichain na Roinne i monarchana
feola 6 fhécas cigireachta aonair go samhail inidichta. Bhi
tionchar ag an fhocas nua ar initchtai leathana measunu
riosca ar ghniomhaiochtai ar an lion foriomlan rialGchain.
Tugadh faoi 2,054 riallichan ar bhunaiochtai feola sa
bhliain 2019 ar mhaithe lena dhearbhi go bhfuil na
ceanglais reachtula cui & gcomhlionadh ag gach céim den
tairgeadh, den phréiseéil agus den déileadh. Airiodh ar
rialichdin fhorliontacha teicniula 5,031 cuairt ar FBOnna
feola.

Ba 1,600 an lion comhfhreagrach rialichain ar tugadh
futhu 6 thaobh bunaiochtai déiriochta (lena n-airitear
tacaiocht margaidh). Airiodh ar rialdchain fhorliontacha
teicniula 11,908 sampla a tégadh sa bhliain 2019. D’eisigh
an Roinn 56,780 teastas mar thacaiocht do thradail feola
agus 29,253 teastas mar thacaiocht do thradail déiriochta
chuig margai inmhednacha agus idirnaisiunta.

Seirbhealadh 1,391 fogra maidir le bainne agus feoil ar
FBOnna Bainne agus Feola, 4 gcur ar an eolas maidir le
saruithe na Rialachain Slainteachais agus tugadh faoi
ghniomh leantach de réir mar ba gha.

Fothairgi Ainmhithe

Préisedlann tionscal rindredla na hEireann thart ar
500,000 tonna seachthairgi ainmhithe (ABP) amha 6n
tionscal feola in aghaidh na bliana, chomh maith le
hainmhithe a fhaigheann bas ar fheirmeacha. Airitear le
ABP freisin, dramhbhia; dramhail ldnadéireachta é
bhialanna agus dstain agus aoileach 6 ainmhithe feirme.
In 2019, rinneadh cdid dea-chleachtais d’fheirmeoiri
éanlaithe a ghineann dramhail éanlaithe, do tharldiri
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dramhail éanlaithe agus d’dséideoiri deiridh dramhail
éanlaithe a nuashonrd agus a eisidint ar na
comhphairtithe go |éir. T4 siad le fail ar laithredn gréasain
na Roinne.

Ta thart ar 1,900 oibritheoir ABP én earnail bithmhaise,
(a ghineann fuinneamh inathnuaite) comhdhéanta (a
ghineann bunshraith fais do mhuisiridin agus leasachain
organacha) agus rindreala go hinstititidi oideachais
agus saoraidi taighde bainteach le bailid, iompar,
l[aimhsid, cdireail, aistrid, proiseail, storail, cur ar an
margadh, Uséid daileachain né dilscairt fothairgi
ainmhithe agus t4 siad & rialt ag an Roinn faoi
reachtaiocht ABP AE agus naisiunta.

Rialuchain maidir le Beatha Ainmhithe

Is i an Roinn an tUdaras Innidil ldrnach atd freagrach as
reachtaiocht AE a fhorfheidhmid maidir le habhar beatha
ainmhithe. Ar réamhriachtanas do bhia sabhailte ta
beatha ainmhithe ata sabhailte agus mar thoradh air sin
earndil beatha ainmhithe ata rialilte go maith laistigh
den AE. Dirionn an reachtaiocht ar a chinntit nach
geuirfidh dbhair beatha slainte ainmhithe na sldinte an
phobail i mbaol, go gcomhlionfaidh siad na
hioschaighdeain forordaithe, go mbeidh siad lipéadaithe
go cruinn agus inrianaithe go hiomlan.

Tugann an Roinn faoi chlar rialichain oifigitil riosca-
bhunaithe a chuirtear i bhfeidhm tri chigireachtai,
iniuchtai agus samplail abhair bheatha ag gach céim den
slabhra bhia, lena n-airitear, allmhairid, storail,
déantusaiocht, tradail agus Usdid ag leibhéal na feirme.

Ta samplai abhar beatha faoi réir ag raon leathan anailise
chun sabhailteacht na beatha a fhiord agus chun
cruinneas na faisnéis ar na lipéid a fhiord.

Sa bhliain 2019, tugadh faoi 1,219 cigireacht/iniGchadh
ar aniomlan. Bhain formhér na gcasanna
neamhchomhlionta a sainaithniodh i rith rialaithe
oifigitil le heasnaimh i bpleananna HACCP na nOibreoiri
Gné Bi, ba é sin, 43% den lion iomlan a eisiodh. Bhain
casanna neamhchombhlionta eile le slainteachas
ginearalta (24%), lipéadu (11%) agus inrianaitheacht
(11%). Cuireadh na casanna neamhchomhlionta in itl do
na hQibreoiri Gné Bia agus ta gniomhartha déanta ina
leith agus aghaidh tugtha orthu anois.

Bailiodh 1,539 sampla de bheatha ainmhithe in 2019

agus seoladh iad chuig saotharlanna éagsula le go
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ndéanfai os cionn 10,000 anailis orthu, lena n-3iritear le
haghaidh substainti neamh-inmhianaithe, préitéin
ainmhithe agus éilledin cheimiceain
micribhitheolaiochta. Bhain os cionn 80% de na
tastalacha a rinneadh le Sabhailteacht Beatha. Bhi na
habhair beatha ar fad a tastaladh sabhailte agus
oiritinach don fheidhm agus bhi 3% den anailis lasmuigh
den lamhaltas i gcomhair airionna céiliochtdla.

Onnmbhairithe Beatha Ainmhithe

Léiritear teacht aniar rialuithe beatha ainmhithe na
hEireann sa rochtain até ag dul i méid i rith an ama chuig
margai onnmhairithe do thairgi Agraibhia na hEireann,
trath a rinneadh beatha ainmhithe a onnmbhairit chuig
58 tir, lena n-airitear roinnt de na margai is deacra ar nds
na Seapaine agus na Sine. Chomh maith leis sin, thainig
ardd 10% ar an lion deimhnitchain onnmhairiuchain
beatha ainmhithe a eisiodh sa bhliain 2019 i gcomparaid
leis an mbliain 2018.

Bliain Lion Deimhnituchan Lion tiortha
onnmhairitchain

2018 1,394 61

2019 1,546 58

Faireachas ar larmhair sa Bhia

Léirigh torthai Plean Naisiinta larmhair na bliana 2019
na Roinne treocht leantnach maidir le rata ard
combhliontachta le 99.79% de na samplai a tastaladh
didltach 6 thaobh aon iarmhair.

Rinneadh tastail ar 17,500 sampla sa bhliain 2019,
tégadh na samplai seo ar fud gach aon cheann de na
hocht speiceas a thairgeann bia, chom maith le bainne,
le huibheacha agus le mil. Bhi 99.79% de na tastalacha
diultach 6 thaobh iarmhair a leanann leis an treocht 6
thaobh easnamh ginearalta iarmhair i dtairgi bia na
hEireann. T4 an t-ardleibhéal chomhliontachta seo
seasmhach le roinnt bliana anuas.

Ni raibh ach 37 sampla nach raibh ag cloi leis na
rialGchain agus bhain a bhformhor sin le hiarmhair i
gcbgais Gdaraithe. Rinne Udarés Sabhéilteachta Bia na
hEireann meastéireachtai riosca mar fhreagairt ar gach
toradh dearfach. Fuarthas nach raibh riosca do-ghlactha
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do thomhaltéiri 6 thaobh sabhailteachta bia de i gceist le
36 chas agus niorbh éigean tairgi a aisghairm 6n margadh.
Sa chas amhain eile inar thastail sampla eachai dearfach i
gcomhair dhé-ocsaini, eisiodh fogra faoin gCoras Mear-
Fholairimh um Bia agus Beatha (RASFF) chuig gach
Ballstat. Rinneadh imscrddu ar gach aon toradh dearfach
ar an fheirm bhunaidh ar mhaithe leis na bearta
forfheidhmithe suas go dti agus cas dli a thogail san
aireamh.

Ceadu, Scrudu agus Rialuchan Tairgi Cosanta
Plandai agus Tairgi Bithicideacha

Déantar Gdaru ag leibhéal naisiiinta ar thairgi lotnaidicidi
ina bhfuil substainti ceadaithe gniomhacha de réir na
meastdireachta criosaithe, aitheantais fhrithphairtigh
agus an critéar cinnteoireachta a chomhaontaitear ag
leibhéal AE. Leanadh le measinl mionsonraithe agus le
hobair piarmheasunaithe ar 25 substaint ghniomhach le
linn na bliana 2019, tugadh an préiseas rialachdin chun
criche i ndail le 19 substaint. Rinneadh dul chun cinn
maidir le hobair piarmheasUnaithe ar 37 tairge sa bhliain
2019, agus criochnaigh 20 tairge an proiseas rialachain.
Rinneadh Udaru ar 190 tairge cosanta plandai eile tri
phréiseas an aitheantais fhrithphairtigh né tugadh
cothrom le data iad le linn na bliana. Maidir le obair
rialala bithicidi, rinneadh Udard ar 414 tairge bithicideach
tri phréiseas an aitheantais fhrithphairtigh né tugadh
cothrom le data iad le linn na bliana.

Nil ceadaithe ach tairgi cosanta plandai agus tairgi
bithicideacha até san aireamh sa Chlar Oifigiil a chur ar
an margadh. Bhi 939 tairge cosanta plandai ar an gClar
faoi dheireadh 2019. T4 mionsonrai le fail ar laithrean
gréasain na Roinne, agus is féidir iad sin a cheistiu tri ainm
tairge de réir na substainte gniomhai né de réir feidhme
agus bairr. Ag deireadh 2019, bhi tuairim is 2,600 tairge
bithicideach fégartha san direamh sa Chlar Tairgi
Bithicideacha in Eirinn agus 836 tairge bithicideach
Gdaraithe.

Tugann an Roinn faoi ghniomhartha leantacha maidir le
saruithe ar na Leibhéil Uasta larmhair (MRL'nna) agus
Usaidi neamhudaraithe ata aitheanta ag an Rannan um
Cheimic an Bhia. Sa bhliain 2019, rinne Clar Naisiinta um
Rialu larmhair Lotnaidicidi samplail agus rinne anailis ar
1,466 mir bia. Rinneadh sart ar MRL'nna le haghaidh
iarmhar lotnaidicidi sa bhia i 10 de na samplai a rinneadh
anailisit orthu (0.7%) ach nior aithniodh aon riosca do
shldinte an tomhaltéra. Bhain naoi sard le tairgi nach de
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bhunds na hEireann iad a raibh samplail déanta orthu
mar chuid den chlar faireachdin. | ngach cas, eisiodh
litreacha folairimh inar cuireadh in iGl do na mérdhioltdiri
agus do na hoifigigh seo go gcuirfi an tairgeacht faoi réir
caingean reachtuil da mbraithfi sard in athuair. Bhain
sart amhain le tairgi de bhunds na hEireann. Rinneadh
imscradd ar na tairgeoir a bhi i gceist maidir le cas
féideartha neamhchomhlionadh. Niraibh aonsardanna
bhain le rialichain allmhairithe. Chomh maith leis sin,
rinneadh imscridu ar chasanna i ndail le hisaidi
neamhddaraithe lotnaidicidi agus tionscnaiodh gniomh
leanta, lena n-airitear spriocdhirid ar thairgi le samplail a
dhéanamh orthu amach anseo.

Foilsiodh leagan nuashonraithe de Phlean Gniomhaiochta
Naisitinta na hEireann (NAP) maidir le hUséid
Inbhuanaithe Lotnaidicidi sa bhliain 2019. Cuirtear in idl
go sonrach sa NAP nua nach mor tastail agus
deimhnilchan a dhéanamh ar gach cineal trealaimh
curadéra lotnaidicidi, seachas trealamh laimhe. Tugtar
tuilleadh mionsonrai faoi chur i bhfeidhm phrionsabail
maidir le Bainistit Comhthaite Lotnaidi freisin.

Rialuithe Sabhailteachta agus Slainteachais Bia

Tairgi Gairneoireachta

Ta an Rannan Gairneoireachta agus Slainte Plandai sa
Roinn freagrach as a chinntit go bhfuil priomhthairgeoiri
tosaigh tairgi gairneoireachta claraithe ag teacht le
reachtaiocht sabhailteachta bia. Mar chuid de chonradh
seirbhise na Roinne leis an FSAI, feidhmionn an Rannan
coras riosca bhunaithe de rialuithe oifigitla maidir le
priomhthairgeoiri tosaigh bia nach de bhunus ainmhioch
é le comhliontacht le reachtaiocht sabhdilteachta bia
agus slainteachais bia an AE a chinntid. Airitear leis seo,
cigireacht, initchtai, samplail, lipéadd agus rialuithe
oifigitlla a fheidhmiu de réir mar is ga. Seirbheéladh 146
fogra ar an iomlan ar thairgeoiri bia gairneoireachta sa
bhliain 2019, & gcur ar an eolas maidir le saruithe faoi na
Rialachain Slainteachais agus tégadh gniomh leanta de
réir mar a bhi ga leis. T4 priomhrdl ag an Rannan 6 thaobh
déiledil le cdsanna sabhailteachta bia a bhaineann le
tairgi gairneoireachta na hEireann. Is féidir an t-eolas go
léir ata riachtanach 6 thaobh clard mar sholathréir bia
gairneoireachta a fhail ar laithrean gréasain na Roinne:
(https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/horticultu
re/registerasafoodproducerfruitveg/)
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Ta an Rannan Gairneoireachta agus Slainte Plandai
freagrach as tabhairt faoi chigireachtai freisin ag leibhéal
mérdhiola agus miondiola lena chinntit go bhfuil siad ag
cloi le caighdedin mhargaiochta naisitinta agus/nd AE
maidir le pratai, torthai (ra agus glasrai. Tugadh faoi os
cionn 2,000 cigireacht sa bhliain 2019 agus bhain na mér-
shaincheisteanna a aithniodh le lipéadu na tire bunaidh
agus le cinedlacha pratai nios saoire a chur in ionad
cinedlacha pratai nach raibh chomh saor sin. Is féidir an t-
eolas go |éir a bhaineann le caighdeain mhargaiochta an
AE do ghlasrai agus torthai Ura a fhail ar laithrean gréasain
na Roinne ag
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/horticultu
re/freshfruitvegetablesmarketingstandardseu/

Tastail/Diuscairt Ainmhithe a Fhaigheann Bas

Sa bhliain 2019, chuir an Roinn tacaiocht airgid ar fail le
thart ar 57,000 ainmhi a fuair bas a bhailid, go hairithe,
bé-ainmhithe os cionn 48 mi d’aois, i gcomhair samplala
mar a cheanglaitear faoi chlar naisilinta faireachais
leantach an BSE.

Cheadaigh an Roinn 38 cnioglann faoi rialachain an ABP le
hainmhithe a fuair bas a bhailit agus iad a dhiuscairt.

Rialichain Allmhairithe ar Thairgi Ainmhithe
Sa bhliain 2019, cuireadh 3,185 coinsineacht de thairgi
allmhairithe ainmhiocha agus iascaigh i lathair Pointi

Cigireachta Teorann (BIPanna) in Eirinn.

Eisiodh ceadinais n6 Gdaraithe do na tairgi seo de réir
rialacha naisitinta mar a leanas:

2019 2018 2017 2016 2015
Samplai tradala 104 93 233 762 782
agus taighde*
Tairgi neamh- 9 9 12 8 14
chomhchuibhithe
Coinsineachtai ath- 30 53 42 58 17
allmhairithe
Gniombhairi 25 26 21 33 37
pataigineacha
Vacsaini 15 5 7 4 3

Uathghineacha

*Tabhair ar aird le do thoil gur cuireadh céras nua i bhfeidhm sa bhliain 2017
le ceadiinais shamplacha Tradala agus Taighde a Gdard, le fail réidh leis an

gceanglas iarratas a dhéanamh de réir an bhoinn coinsineachta chomh
maith leis an athru go dti ceadunas bliantuil.
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An Coras Sainaitheanta agus Gluaiseachta
Ainmhithe

Déanann an Céras Sainaitheanta agus Gluaiseachta
Ainmhithe (AIM) bainistiocht ar shainaithint eallach,
muca, gabhair, caoirigh agus capaill. Déanann sé
bainistiocht ar ghluaiseacht eallaigh ar leibhéal aonair
agus ar ghluaiseacht caoirigh, gabhair agus muc ar
leibhéal tréada chun criocha inrianaitheachta.

Tri bhithin an bhunachair sonrai, éascaitear comhlionadh
le riachtanais AE agus naisilinta agus Usaidtear é chun
criocha rialud galair agus chun tact le honnmhairi.
Feidhmionn an céras ar bhonn 24/7 i marglanna,
monarchana feola agus ag laithreacha onnmhairithe agus
cuireann an tsaoraid ar line ar chumas feirmeoiri agus
gniomhairi Gdaraithe le clarichain laonna agus
gluaiseacht eallach a sheoladh isteach go leictreonach.
Tugadh rialacha nua isteach an 1 Meitheamh 2019 maidir
le céannacht caorach, lena n-éilitear céannacht
leictreonach a bheith ar gach caora agus céannacht le clib
leictreonach bhui amhain ar a laghad a bheith ar uain faoi
12 mhi d’aois atd 4 seoladh lena marud én ngabhaltas ina
rugadh iad. Ni mér céannacht le tacar clibeanna EID
iomlan / tacar boélais leictreonach a bheith ar gach caora
eile. Ba chodir go ndéanfadh an céras nios simplithe chun
caoirigh a chlibeail faoinar cuireadh sineadh leis an
aithint leictreonach cosaint ar chail na hEireann mar
fhoinse shabhailte agus shlan bia agus ainmhithe agus
beidh céras rianaithe caorach na hEireann ar
chomhchéim le mérthiortha easpdrtala iomaiocha eile i
dtaobh margai nua idirnaisiiinta a bhaint amach do
chaoireoil na hEireann agus iad a choinneail.

An Straitéis um Shabhailteacht Bia agus
Barantulacht Bia

Bhunaigh Bord Bainistiochta na Roinne an Gripa Oibre
FSFA i nDeireadh Fomhair 2016 chun tuilleadh dul chun
cinn a dhéanamh maidir le rél thar a bheith tdbhachtach
na Roinne sabhailteacht bia agus barantulacht bia a
chosaint. Is iad cuspoiri agus gniomhartha molta an
Ghripa na a chinntit go mbeadh creat éifeachtach,
éifeachtuil, comhchuibhithe agus comhordaithe ag an
Roinn maidir le heagra gach gniomhaiochta, rialuithe
oifigitila san direamh, a bhaineann le sabhailteacht agus
barantilacht bia a thacaionn le cuspdir na Roinne i ndail
le beartais, straitéisi agus oibriochtai den scoth. Sheol an
tAire Creed an Straitéis maidir le Sabhailteacht Bia agus
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Barantulacht Bia (FSFA) i mi 1Gil 2018. T4 an FSFA
comhdhéanta de sheacht dTionscadal lena leagfar
amach an treochlar faoin tsli is féidir obair na Roinne sa
phriomhréimse seo a fheabhsu. Is iad seo a leanas na
tionscadail sin:

Pleanail Theagmhasach (CP)

Leis an tionscadal seo, tabharfar tuairisc ar an
struchtdr reatha CP sa Roinn maidir le FSFA, solathréfar
treoirdhoiciméad ina leagfar amach téamai coitianta
do phleananna teagmbhais, tabharfar teimpléid le
haghaidh phleananna teagmbhais, tabharfar tuairisc ar
chleachtai insamhalta géarchéime sa Roinn agus
forbréfar stér larnach le haghaidh faisnéise.

Anailis Riosca agus Measunu

Ta fiosrd & dhéanamh sa tionscadal seo ar chérais
reatha anailise agus meastnaithe riosca sa Roinn. Ta ar
gcleachtais a gecur i gcomparaid le cleachtais in
eagraiochtai sa bhaile agus cinn inmheénacha le suil
agus treochlar a chur le chéile do chéras riosca ar
chaighdean domhanda le haghaidh réimsi na Roinne.

Cumarsaid Straitéiseach

Ta mar aidhm leis an tionscadal seo feabhas a chur ar
chomhleaninachas agus céiliocht na cumarsaide i
ndail le FSFA. D’fhonn é sin a bhaint amach, déanfar
anailis phairtithe leasmhara chomh maith le
hathbhreithnit ar na modhanna cumarséide reatha sa
Roinn, comparaid le dea-chleachtas idirnaisiiinta agus
forbairt ar straitéis cumarsaide le haghaidh FSFA.

Combhchuibhiu Rialuithe Oifigiula

Leis an tionscadal seo, cuirfear feabhas ar
rannphairtiocht custaiméiri leis an Roinn tri bhithin
idirghniomh oifigigh na Roinne le FBOnna agus a
gcomhlachtai rialaithe a chaighdeanu, an préiseas
claraithe/ceadaithe FBOnna ag an Roinn a shimpliu
agus a chomhchuibhit agus formaid dhoiciméid FSFA
na Roinne a Usaidtear i rialuithe oifigitla a
chaighdeand.

Gabhail Sonrai, Anailis agus Tuairisciu

An toradh a bheidh ar an tionscadal seo,
éifeachtulachtai i solathar seirbhisi chun leasa an
tombhaltdra agus an tionscail agraibhia. Ta fiosrd a
dhéanambh sa tionscadal seo ar an tsli a mbainistitear
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sonrai i Rannain FSFA na Roinne agus ar chérais IMT a
shainaithint lena solathraitear clair oibre
cuimsitheacha agus comhchuibhithe, tuarascalacha
agus méadracht ar fud na ngniomhaiochtai FSFA.

Oilidint maidir le Rialuithe Barantilachta Bia
Bainfidh an tionscadal seo le meastdireacht chérasach
ar na rialuithe ata de dhith faoin Rialtichan i ndail le
calaois agus barantulacht bhia d’fhonn na scileanna
agus an oilitint a theastaionn 6 bhaill foirne chun
riachtanais an Rialachdin a chur i bhfeidhm a
shainaithint.

Combhlionadh tri bhithin Beartais Chomhthaite agus
Rialail Comhthaite

Ta scridd a dhéanamh sa tionscadal seo ar na
cleachtais sa Roinn agus taobh amuigh di a chothaionn
combhlionadh oibreoiri. Déanfar na dea-chleachtais sin
a ghabhail i bhfoirm foireann uirlisi comhlionta a
bheifear in ann a Gsaid mar uirlis beartais ar fud na
heagraiochta. Ta clar maoirseachta faoi stidir pairtithe
leasmhara a fhorbairt chun feasacht ar na priomh-
shaincheisteanna maidir le comhlionadh. Ta scridu a
dhéanambh sa tionscadal ar na buntaisti a bhaineann le
hanailis beartais sa réimse FSFA a chomhordi go
larnach.

Ta na tionscadail 4 gcur i bhfeidhm ar leithligh ag foirne
fostaithe le hurraiocht tionscadail ar leibhéal ceann
Rannain. Ta baint dhireach ag 70 ball foirne le pleanail
agus cur i bhfeidhm na dtionscadal. Ar roinnt de na
gniomhaiochtai ata a dtabhairt fithu sna tionscadail ta
suirbhéanna ar phairtithe leasmhara, misin bailid
eolais agus cleachtai ionsamhlaithe. Déanann Coiste
StiGrtha ardleibhéil maoirseacht ar an gcur i bhfeidhm
agus ta ballraiocht inmheanach agus seachtrach i
gceist leis.
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Galair Anduchasacha Infhégartha

Bhi sé fés mar thosaiocht sa bhliain 2018 a bheith san
airdeall 6 thaobh tabhairt isteach galair ar nés Galar
Crdibe is Béil, Flid na nEan, an Galar Gormtheanga agus
Fiabhras Afracach na Muc 2019. Ta galair
andichasacha le fail i go leor tiortha eile agus ta sé
[éirithe ag taithi roimhe seo nach bhfuil aon dul as ach
an tradail a rialail i gceart, ardleibhéil den
bhithshlandail agus den fhaireachas a chinntii mar
aon le socruithe teagmhasacha agus reachtaiocht laidir
chun déileadil go pras agus go héifeachtach le bagairti
agus raigeanna galair.

Bhi lion imscruduithe ann sa bhliain 2019 maidir le
galair andlchasacha a raibh amhras fathu.

Rinne foireann na Roinne imscrudu ar lion
casanna galair anduchasacha a raibh
amhras futhu le linn na bliana 2019:

Galar —
Casanna aimscridaiodh Casanna
araibh amhras futhu Deimhnithe
Artairiteas Vireasach Eachai * 31 0
Pireaplasmdis 1 1
An galar criibe is béil 1 0
Galar Newcastle 3 0
Garaimicsivireas (coluir) ** 5 5
Flit na nEan (éanlaith) 2 0
Fliti na nEan (Ein ghafa) 1 0
lomlan 44 6

Lion ard thar a bheith neamhghnach de chédsanna amhrasacha mar gheall
ar fhaireachas feabhsaithe mar thoradh ar ghanntanas vacsain EVA in
2017/2018.

**  Niraibh siad infhégartha don AE n6 don OIE.

Feidhmionn an Roinn clar faireachais bliantdil maidir le
Flid na nEan in éin fhidine a bhfuil sé mar chuspdir aige
laithreacht fochinedlacha viris d’Fhlit na nEan a aithint
agus an baol a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ann don tionscal
éineola.
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Lion na nEan Fidine a tastaladh d’Fhlit na

nEan le linn na bliana 2019:
Bliain Lion na nEan Fidine Lion dearfach
atastaladh

2019 78 0

Pleanail Theagmhasach

Ta pleananna teagmhais ardtosaiochta i bhfeidhm do
ghalair andichasacha. Ta na pleananna seo bunaithe
ar reachtaiocht AE ata ann cheana agus ar chritéira
aithniodh le linn rdigeanna i dtiortha Eorpacha eile san
am a caitheadh. Ta sé mar aidhm leo a chinntil go
mbionn freagra tapa, comhordaithe agus éifeachtach
ann chun raigeanna galair andtchasacha a riald leis an
sprioc an galar a dhioth(, saoirse oifigitil 6 ghalar a
thabhairt ar ais sa chas gur infheidhme agus éascu a
dhéanambh ar fhilleadh ar ghnathphatriin tradala. Bhi
focas leantnach na Roinne le linn na bliana 2019 ar
phleananna agus socruithe teagmhais atd ann cheana
féin a athbhreithnit agus ar a chinntit go bhfuil
leibhéal ard feasachta i measc geallsealbhdiri maidir
leis an mbaol a bhaineann le galar andichasacha, le
focas ar leith ar Fhiabhras Afracach na Muc.

BSE

Ta an Roinn freagrach as comhordu éifeachtach a
dhéanambh ar bheartais agus ar fhaireachas BSE, as
socruithe tastala agus clitimh agus as maoiniu a
dhéanamh ar na nithe sin, mar a fhorailtear déibh i
Rialachan (EC) 999/2001 agus I.R. 532/15. Nior
deimhniodh aon chasanna BSE sa bhliain 2019.

An Scraibeach

Is galar infhégartha éigeantach i an scraibeach in
Eirinn. Aithniodh sé thréad nua sa bhliain 2019, le sé
scraibeach aitiopuil agus gan aon scraibeach
chlasaiceach ar bith.

Faoin gClar Faireachais Ghniomhaigh, tugadh faoi
21,978 tastail scraibeach sa bhliain 2019, a bhi
comhdhéanta de: 10,995 caora a tastaladh i
monarchana maraithe; 10,717 caora basaithe; 104 ag
Udaras Aititil; 0 caora banaithe; agus 150 gabhar a bhi
basaithe.
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Tastalacha a Rinneadh

Ta an Clar Géinitiopa Naisiunta (NGP) i bhfeidhm chun
lucht péraithe caorach a spreagadh ardd a chur ar
fhrithsheasmhacht ghéiniteach i gcoinne scraibeach sa
Tréad Naisitinta. Is clar deonach ata anseo agus 6
tugadh isteach é sa bhliain 2004 go dti deireadh na
bliana 2019 rinneadh 86,967 caora ar an iomlan a
ghéintiopail.

Coras Riomhaireachta do Shlainte
Ainmhithe (AHCS)

Is é an Céras Riomhaireachta do Shlainte Ainmhithe
(AHCS) an céras priomhdil riomhaireachta lena dtugtar
tacaiocht don Roinn chun a chlair tastala galar a
bhainistit do ghalair ar nds, an Eitinn (TB), an
Bhrusalldis (BR), Einceifealapaite Splinseach
Bhélachtaan (BSE) agus an Galar Vireasach Buaibheach
(BVD) in eallach agus galar Aujeskey i Muca. Go
hiomlan, thaifead an céras beagnach 11.5 milliin de
thastalacha sa bhliain 2019 agus ta curtha go mér aige
le héifeachtllachtai riarachain i bhfeidhmiu an chlair
TB agus le baint amach stadas saor 6 Bhrusallois.
Baineann thart ar 1,200 comhalta foirne de chuid na
Roinne agus 1,000 Cleachtdir Priobhaideach
Tréidliachta Gsaid as an gcoras seo gach la.

Tastalacha Galar Ainmhithe a Taifeadadh ar AHCS in
2019

Lion lomlan

Tastalacha Tréada TB/BR 166,593
TB - Ainmhithe ar Leithligh 8,882,901
BVD - Laonna a Tastaladh 2,396,001
Salmonella - Tréada Muc - Tastalacha 7-M{ 1,945
Salmonella - Muca - Tastalacha Saotharlainne 6,092

Cuireadh roinnt feabhsuchan teicnitil i bhfeidhm i rith
2019, agus i measc na morfheabhstichan cérais a
tugadh isteach bhi -

B GIF (Tastail Ghama-inteirféardin) a chorprd sa chlar
tastala TB,

B Cead Taistil do Thairbh a chruthd,

B ClérRialaithe Salmonella i Muca (PSCP), riomh
leitheadUlachta a chorpr agus litreacha a ghiniint,

B Uséid Frithmhiocrébach - cérais Gabhéil Sonrai le
haghaidh Usaid Frithmhiocrébach i Muca.
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Eitinn Bholachta

Rinneadh tastail ar thart ar 98.4% den tréad naisiunta i
gcomhair eitinn bhélachta (TB) sa bhliain 2019. Bhi
laghdu ar lion na bhfrithghniomhaithe a braitheadh,
17,058 in 2019 i gcomparaid le 17,491 in 2018. Thainig
ardu afach ar chasanna i dtréada 6 thaobh TB 6 3.51%
g0 3.72% sa tréimhse chéanna.

Ta na treochtar le tri bliana anuas leagtha amach sa

TB Statistics 2017-2019
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B Herds Restricted 3,885 3,874 4,060

mm Number of Reactors 17,266 17,491 17,051

Herd Incidence 3.47% 3.51% 3.72%

Ta ardl ag teacht ar riosca buntsach maidir le TB mar
gheall ar lion fachtdiri, lena tuilleadh eallai déiriochta
agus méideanna tréada aonair ata i bhfad nios mé.
Airitear ar lion na bhfrithghniomhaithe, ni amhéin
dearbhchldnna tastéla craicinn ach dearbhchlénna
tastala fola ghama-inteirféardin (GIF) freisin a
dhéanann suas thart ar 16% de na frithghniomhaithe.
Baintear Usaid as tastdil GIF i mbriseadh sios TB
ardriosca agus is féidir leis ainmhithe ionfhabhtaithe a
aithint a d’fhéadfadh nach mbeadh feicthe ag an tastail
craicinn caighdeanach. Tacaionn treochtaii lion na
bhfrithghniomhaithe agus i gcasanna i dtréada leis an
nga le focas as an nua a bheith ar an gclar diothaithe
TB.
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Mar a dheimhnitear sa léarscail thios, ta na leibhéil TB  (dar leis go heipidéimeolaioch. Ta léarscail thios den
aran iomlan ag leibhéal iseal ach bhi leibhéal réasinta  limistéar a bhi faoi vacsainiti amhail dheireadh 2019.
ard TB comhchruinnithe sa taobh thoir thuaidh den tir

ar feadh na bliana 2019 m.sh. Muineachdan, an Cabhan,

an Mhi thuaidh. Léiritear na srianta nua sa tir sa

|éarscail seo sa bhliain 2019. RD——
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Vacsainiu a Leathadh amach in 2019

Oilidint foirne roimh an leathadh amach, dirithe ar:

B Torthai na Trialach Vacsainithe i gCill Chainnigh
B Na Trialacha Neamh-isleachta
B Vacsainii mar rogha seachas Baint i dtéarmai

Clar Vacsainiu an Bhroic &iceolaiochta.
B Bogearrai Vacsainithe Broc nua-fhorbartha a Uséid
Vacsainiu mar Bheartas B Targaidi le haghaidh Vacsainithe
Cuireadh le vacsainid broc in aghaidh eitinne (TB) in Modheolaiocht Vacsainithe
2018 mar chuid larnach den chlar diothaithe eitinne Critéir faoinar féidir deall a dhéanamh mar fhreagairt

bdlachta. Bhi an clar vacsainithe sin le leathadh amach ar dhroch—ra’igeanna TB bdlachta i limistéir vacsainithe
de réir a chéile chuig aiteanna eile sa tir le himeacht

aimsire ach bheadh ga le roinnt dealaithe broc fés mar

fhreagairt ar dhroch-raigeanna TB in diteanna.

Rinneadh dul chun cinn suntasach ar an leathadh

amach sin sa dara leath de 2019 agus cuireadh méadu

mor ar an limistéar sa tir a bhi faoi réir ag vacsainid.

Sna limistéir sin, ta deald broc fos 8 dhéanamh mar

fhreagairt ar dhroch-raigeanna TB bélachta nuair ata
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2019 Gniomhaiocht an Aonaid Fiadhulra

Rinneadh 1,391 bhroc a vacsainit sa chrios vacsainithe
in 2019 agus baineadh 5,310 broc sna bloic ghabhala
bainte.

Straitéis TB 2030

Ag teacht le cuspairi na Straitéise Naisitinta Shlainte
Ainmhithe Feirmshaothraithe, bhunaigh an tAire Creed
an Foéram do Phairtithe Leasmhara TB in 2018. Chuir
Cathaoirleach an Fhéraim TB, an tUas. Michael Cronin
tuarascail faoi bhraid an Aire i mi 10il 2019 ina raibh
rogha tograi a d’fhéadfadh tionchar mér a imirt ar an
Eitinn Bholachta a laghdu sna blianta amach romhainn.
Ta sé beartaithe straitéis a sheoladh ina leagfar amach
plean 10 mbliana don Eitinn Bhélachta agus aird a
tabhairt ar na moltai i dtuarascail an Fhéoraim.

Rinne Seirbhis Eacnamaiochta agus Meastdireachta
Rialtas na hEireann athbhreithnil caiteachais ar an
gclar Eitinne Bélachta. Eisiodh é L4 Buiséid 2019 agus
Usaidfear é mar bhonn eolais don bhreithnil a
dhéanfar ar bheartas amach anseo.

Expenditure 2017-2019

€15,000

€10,000

€0,000’s

€5,000 i I |
o N —

R |
Compensation | On-Farm Valuer Fees Vet Supplies TB Research Wildlife Other Costs
Market Fee-Testing
Valuation
M 2017 €3,545 €10,500 €540 €7,048 €4,759 €1,666 €3,464 €1,048
W 2018 €3,832 €14,255 €548 €7,313 €4,022 €1,618 €3,635 €1,435
2019 €3,674 €14,047 €602 €8,541 €4,426 €1,136 €4,040 €1,078

Foilsiodh paipéar ar Athbhreithnil ar Chaiteachas i mi
Dheireadh Fémhair 2019
(https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/5915ad-spending-
review/) chun tacu le hobair an Fhéraim TB chun
scrudu a dhéanambh ar na treochtai le déanai agus an
tatal a baineadh as, go bhféadfadh udar a bheith le

bearta breise chun diothd a bhaint amach. 29
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Scéimeanna Cuitimh

Isian Scéim Luachala Margaidh ar an Fheirm an
priomhbheart le ciiteamh a thabhairt d’fheirmeoiri as
fail réidh le frithghniomhaithe. Tugtar cGiteamh faoi
scéimeanna eile, an Deontas do Bhanu Tréada,
Forlionadh loncaim agus Deontais Chruatain do
chaillteanais ioncaim mar gheall ar shrianta. Caitheadh
thart ar €17.7 millidn le linn na bliana 2019 ar ghnéithe
ctitimh go léir na Scéimeanna Diothaithe TB agus
Monatdireacht Brusalldis.

Comhaoiniu AE

loctar Cémhaoinit AE i riardiste. Ag teacht le critéir an
chlair chémhaoinithe agus mar léiriGi ar blianta as a
chéile inar thainig laghdu ar ghalair, ghearr an AE
pionds 10% ar éileamh na hEireann ar chémbhaoini le
haghaidh 2018. D’ioc an AE €8.79 milliun le haghaidh
clar diothaithe eitinne bélachta (TB) na hEireann 2018
in 2019. Ba €9.85 millitin an figidr comhfhreagrach do
chlar na bliana 2017. Mar gheall nar thainig feabhas ar
an méadracht galair in 2019, ta Eire ag suil le pionds
breise 20% ar mhaoiniu, ag teacht le critéir an chlair
chémhaoinithe. Rud eile, laghdaigh an AE an maoinil
ata ar fail le haghaidh 2020 6 €7.25 mhillidin go €5.42
mhilliin agus ta seans ann go ngearrfar pionds eile
40% sa chas nach dtiocfaidh feabhas ar an méadracht
galair in 2020. Ag teacht leis sin, ta an leibhéal
comhaoinithe a laghdd i gcdnai 6 50% go 35% le
haghaidh 2020, rud a chiallaionn go bhfuil seans ann
nach mbeidh Eire in ann an méid iomlan ata
leithdhailte a éileamh. T4 bri anuas leantnach a chur
ar an maoinit don chlar TB atd ar fail dn AE, rud a
léirionn na héilimh iomaiocha ar acmhainni ar fud an
CAP agus go bhfuil galair eile ag teacht chun cinn a
bhfuil tacaiocht chémhaoinithe de dhith orthu.

Tobhaigh do Ghalair Bhélachta

Thainig laghdu beag ar fhaltais 6 Thobhaigh do Ghalair
Bhélachta sa bhliain 2019 go €7.3 milliun i gcomparaid
le €7.5 millitin sa bhliain 2018.
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lonchuisimh

Tugadh sé chas ionchuisimh chun criche sa Chuirt
Chuarda i rith 2019. Rinneadh achomharc i leith péire
diobh agus réitiodh dha chas dlithiochta. Ina theannta
sin, réitiodh cds amhain os comhair na hArd-Chdirte
agus bhi dha chas Ard-Chuirte eile fos gan réiteach ag
druidim le 2020. Cuireadh tus le tri chas ionchuisimh
nua i rith 2019 a raibh baint acu le liomhainti faoi
mhainneachtain tastala, mainneachtain fogra a
chomhlionadh, mainneachtain clib cluaise a Gsaid,
gluaiseacht neamhdhleathach gan pasanna agus
brionnd doiciméad.

Saoirse o Eitinn Bolachta a Choimead

Té stadas oifigitil saor 6 eitinn bélachta ag Eirinn 6
mbliain 2009. Ta clar faireachais cuimsitheach riosca-
bhunaithe & dhéanamh ag an Roinn i gcdnai chun Gdar
a thabhairt lenar stddas leantinach maidir le saoirse. Sa
bhliain 2019, d’fhorbair saineolaithe tréidliachta na
Roinne clar samplala sofaisticilil atd bunaithe ar
staidreamh. Cuireadh an clar i bhfeidhm chun an méid
céanna muinine a bhaint amach agus a bhaineann
lenar stadas maidir le saoirse on eitinn, fad a laghdofai
an méid samplai agus acmhainni ata de dhith chun an
mhuinin sin a bhaint amach. Cuireadh an clari
bhfeidhm go rathuil ag deireadh 2019, rud a sholathar
bunus do chdras faireachais riosca-bhunaithe a bheidh
nios éifeachtai é thaobh costais de sna blianta amach
romhainn.

Slainte Ainmhithe Eireann (AHI)

Dirionn an AHI ar lion priomhchlar a bhaineann le
Buinneach Vireasach Bhélachta (BVD), Rineatraicéiteas
Tégalach Buaibheach (IBR), galar Johne, Seiceail
Slainte Mairteola agus Maistiteas. Ta an Roinn ag tact
leis na clair seo agus ta tagairt déanta doibh i bhfomhar
Bia 2020.

Sa bhliain 2019, chuir an Roinn maoinit de €784,650 ar
fail don AHI agus rinne geallsealbhdiri tionscal
meaitseail air.

Chuir an AHI tUs le clar diothaithe éigeantach BVD sa
bhliain 2013. Ta bunis dli ag an gclar. Niféidir
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ainmhithe ata ionfhabhtaithe go seasmhach leis an
vireas (PI) a dhiol tri na marglanna agus nimériad a
dhidscairt i gcnioglann, seamlas né monarcha feola. Ta
an rata comhlionta leis an gceanglas tastala don BVD
beagan nios isle nd 100% de na gamhna a bheirtear
agus ata a dtastail don ghalar. Bhilaghdu tagtha ar
chasanna ainmhithe P.I. 6 0.66% sa bhliain 2013 go
0.04% sa bhliain 2019. Meastar gur €102 millin in
aghaidh na bliana an coigilteas d’fheirmeoiri mar
thoradh ar dhiothu.

An Chombhairle Chomhairleach ar Leas
Ainmhithe Feirme

Ta an Chombhairle Chombhairleach ar Leas Ainmhithe
Feirme (FAWAC) ina comhlacht comhairleach
neamhspleach don Aire le bonn ionadaiochta
forleathan, lena n-airitear, comhlachtai ionadaiocha
tréidliachta, eagraiochtai leasa ainmhithe, comhlachtai
feirmeoireachta agus Ranna Rialtais - Thuaidh agus
Theas. O bunaiodh an comhlacht sa bhliain 2002, ta
aitheantas a fhail ag an FAWAC as a rél rithabhachtach
6 thaobh slainte ainmhithe a chur chun cinn. Cuireann
an chomhairle, comhairle shuntasach ata Gséideach ar
fail don Aire agus ta sraith leabhrain treoirlinte foilsithe
aici a chlddaionn raon réimsi ar nds, na
feirmeoireachta déiriochta, mairteola, muiceola,
caoireola agus éineola mar aon le treoirlinte leasa
ainmhithe do chapaill ag tiondil agus margaidh.
D’fhoilsigh siad leabhran treoirlinte maidir le Leas
Bélachta in 2019. Ta tuilleadh eolais le fail ar an
laithrean gréasain www.fawac.ie

An Coras Folairimh [Luath-Idirghabhala
(EWS)

Ta sé mar chuspoir leis an gcoras, a fheidhmionn faoin
FAWAC, creat a chur ar fail lenar féidir fadhbanna leasa
ainmhithe a aithint agus déileail leo sula mbionn
drochbhail orthu. Tagann casanna leasa ainmhithe
chun cinn mar thoradh ar shaincheisteanna a
bhaineann le slainte agus le clinsi pearsanta Ginéir an
tréada agus sna cuinsi sin comhairlionn ionadaithe
EWS d’fheirmeoiri cinamh a lorg 6n dochtuir
teaghlaigh (GP).
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Coiste Comhairleach Eolaiochta um
Shlainte agus Leas Ainmhithe

Ta sé mar phriomhfheidhm ag an gCoiste comhairle a
chur ar fail don Aire maidir leis an dearcadh eolaiochta
ar shaincheisteanna sa chas ga a bheith le tuairim
saineolai neamhspleach. Baineann an Coiste Usaid as
an eolas eolaiochta is fearr ata ar fail le comhairle a
thabhairt maidir le slainte agus leasa ainmhithe na
hEireann a chosaint agus a fheabhs( agus cuireann
tacaiocht eolaiochta neamhspleach ar fail don Aire
agus don Roinn ar chursai sldinte agus leasa ainmhithe
sa chas tacaiocht den sért sin a bheith mar cheanglas
faoi reachtaiocht an Aontais Eorpaigh. Ceapadh Coiste
nuain 2017 agus airitear ar na topaici reatha, laonna a
bheathu uair sa 3, feithidi mar thairgeadh bia, géinitic
a Usaid chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar dhishlain slainte
agus leasa in ainmhithe feirme, Leas Bdlachta, Eitinn
agus Fiabhras Afracach na Muc.

Eagraiochtai Leasa Ainmhithe

Sa bhliain 2019, chuir an Roinn maoinit de €2.9 millidin
ar fail do 106 eagraiocht leasa ainmhithe ar fud na tire
ata bainteach go direach le seirbhisi ciraim agus leasa
ainmhithe a sheachadadh. Is do ranniocaiocht amhain
ata an maoinid do chostais fhoriomlana na
heagraiochta i gceist. Ni mér do gach iarratasoir ar
mhaoiniu glacadh le sraith dhian treoirlinte maidir le
leas ainmhithe, a bheith ar an bhféd le dha bhliain né
nios mé, a bheith claraithe leis an Rialalai Carthanas
agus cuntais mhionsonraithe thacaiochta a sholathar.
Ta mionsonrai maidir leis na hiarratasoiri rathula le fail
ar laithrean gréasain na Roinne
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/a
nimalwelfare/fundingtoanimalwelfareorganisations/

Rialu Capall

Tugadh isteach an tAcht um Riald Capall 1996 le
haghaidh a thabhairt ar na rioscai a chruthaitear don
phobal 6 chapaill ata ar strae no tréigthe. Faoin
reachtaiocht is iad na hidarais aitiula ata freagrach as
an Acht a churi bhfeidhm, agus d’fhéadfadh an tAire
Talmhaiochta cinamh airgeadais a sholathar do na
hidarais aititla i dtreo caiteachas a tabhaiodh maidir
le riald gniomhaiochtai capall. Sa bhliain 2019 chuir an
Roinn maoinit de €290,606 ar fail d’Gdarais aititla don
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chaiteachas a tabhaiodh faoin Acht. Leanann an Roinn
le rannphairtiocht leis na hudarais aitidla ar bhonn
leantnach in iarracht coigiltis agus éifeachtulachtai a
bhaint amach i bhfeidhmid an Achta. Sa bhreis air sin,
cuirtear maoinid ar fail d’ddarais aitidla le tionscadal
capall a fhorbairt ina gceantair faoi seach a chuidionn
le pobal agus ceannaireacht a chotht mar aon le
hoideachas in tinéireacht fhreagrach capall i measc
daoine ga.

Stadas Saor 6 Ghalar Aujeszky Bainte
Amach ag Eirinn

Bhain Eire stddas saor 6n nGalar Aujeszky amach sa
bhliain 2012. Is féidir, mar réigiin ata saor én nGalar
Aujeszky, le hiinéiri tréada Eireannacha muca beo a
onnmbhairit chuig réigitin eile ata saor 6 AD gan an
costas ard a bhaineann le leithlisil éigeantach,
faireachas tréada agus tastail fola. Tugtar faoi thastail
ar bhonn leandnach leis an stadas seo a léirid. Bhia
stadas saor 6n nGalar Aujeszky coinnithe ag Eirinn sa
bhliain 2019.

Straitéis Naisitinta Shlainte Ainmhithe
Saothraithe 2017-2022

Seoladh Straitéis Naisitinta Shlainte Ainmhithe
Saothraithe 2017-2022 i mi 1Gil 2017. Bhi focas na
Straitéise ar shlainte ainmhithe a chur chun cinn mar
thiomanai tairge barrfheabhsaithe agus corrlaigh
feabhsaithe do thairgeoiri agus le bia ar ardchaighdean
a chur ar fail do thomhaltéiri. Ta thart ar 70 moladh
maidir le gniomh straitéiseach sa Straitéis.

Bunaiodh Comhlacht Athbhreithnithe Neamhspleach
faoin Straitéis le maoirseacht chuspodireach agus
rialachais a sholathar agus ta sé de chiram ar an
gComhlacht monatdireacht a dhéanamh ar dhul chun
cinn agus ar sheachadadh na Straitéise agus aon
mionathruithe ata riachtanach le torthai a fheabhsu a
aithint.

Sa bhliain 2019, tiondladh dha chruinnid den
Chomhlacht Athbhreithnithe agus foilseoidh Tuarascail
Bhliantdil na bliana 2018.
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Foilsiu na Tuarascala maidir le Faireachas
Galair Capall

Tugadh an trit Tuarascail Suirbhé maidir le Slainte
Capall Uile-Oilednda a bhi coimisitinaithe ag an Roinn
agus ullmhaithe ag lonad Eachai na hEireann don
tréimhse 2018/2019, chun criche i mi Deireadh Fomhair
2019. Ba € sin an tuarascail deiridh faoin gconradh
reatha.

Reachtaiocht maidir le Peatai Ainmhithe a
Dhiol né a Sholathar

Sa bhliain 2019, tugadh isteach reachtaiocht nua
maidir le peatai ainmhithe a dhiol n6 a sholathar (Na
Rialachain um Shldinte agus Leas Ainmhithe (Peatai
Ainmhithe a Dhiol né a Sholathar), 2019 (I.R. Uimh. 681
de 2019). Rannchuidionn an reachtaiocht seo le breis
inrianaitheachta maidir le diolachan peatai. Cuirtear
ceanglas ar aon duine a dhiolann nios mé na 5 pheata
sa bhliain claru leis an Roinn. Duine ar bith a
fhégraionn go bhfuil peata le diol n6 le solathar, ni mér
déibh faisnéis airithe a chur san fhogra, lena n-airitear
uimhir na micrishlise i gcas madrai.

Ceadunu Marglann Beostoic

Le tabhairt isteach an Rialachain maidir le Sldinte agus
Leas Ainmhithe (Marglanna Beostoic) 2018 (IR. Uimh.
128 de 2018), rinneadh forail do cheadu agus do
cheaduni na marglanna beostoic go léir a bhi ag
feidhmid in Eirinn i rith 2019.

Onnmbhairiu Eallach Beo

Ta rél tdbhachtach ag onnmbhairithe beo in iomaiocht 6
thaobh praghsanna a spreagadh d’eallach baile agus 6
thaobh malairt ionad margaidh a chruthd
d’fheirmeoiri. Airitear leis an téarma ‘onnmbhairi’ anseo,
tradail idir-phobail.

Thainig ardd 22% ar onnmbhairi beo eallaigh sa bhliain
2019, 6 246,629 gceann in 2018 go 301,563 cheann in
2019. Isiad an Spainn, an Isiltir, an Riocht Aontaithe, an
lodail, an Libia agus an Tuirc na priomh-mhargai
d’eallach Eireannach.
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Thainig ardd 36% ar onnmbhairi beo go tiortha neamh-
AE, 619,953 go 27,098, arbh é ardd ar an lion
onnmbhairi go dti an Libia ba chdis leis sin, go priomha -
65,450in 2018 go 13,122 in 2019. B’ainmhithe fasta
formhér diobh sin.

Leanadh leis an bhfas ar onnmhairi laonnain 2019, ar
thainig ardd 50% orthu idir 2017 agus 2018. Thainig
ardd ar onnmhairi laonna (0-6 mhi) 6 169,229 in 2018
g0 207,735 in 2019, ard( 23%, arbh é diolachan nios
laidre ainmhithe 0-6 seachtaine d’aois chuig an [siltir
(ardd 6 46,509 go 82,178) ba chdis leis.

I samhradh 2019, chuir an Roinn cosc iomlan ar eallach
agus caoirigh a iompar tri limistéir ina bhfuil an teocht
taobh amuigh 30°C né nios airde. Ag deireadh 2019,
thug an Roinn isteach rialacha nua, nios déine maidir le
leas ainmhithe le haghaidh onnmhairi laonna, lena n-
airitear méadu ar an méid spas a cheadaitear (e.g. 8%
nios mo spais le haghaidh lao 50kg), cosc ar bhatai a
Usdid ar laonna nd gar déibh in ionaid tiondil, agus
comhoibril nios fearr le hudarais tréidliachta na
Fraince chun an lion laonna a théann tri na poist scithe
in Cherbourg gach 1a a rialu.

Sa bhliain 2019, threoraigh an tAire Creed misean
tradala chuig an Isiltir chun casadh le priomh-
allmhaireoiri laonna Eireannacha. Leag na pairtithe go
léir béim ar an tdbhacht a bhaineann le leas laonna
agus iad a n-iompar, agus thuairiscigh ionadaithe 6
thionscal na hisiltire go mbionn bail an-mhaith ar
laonna Eireannacha nuair a bhionn siad & n-iompar
agus nuair a shroicheann siad an Isiltir.

Maidir le hacmhainneacht sainseain in Cherbourg,
d’oibrigh an Roinn go dlath le hidarais na Fraince agus
in 2019, cheadaigh darais na Fraince méadu ar an
acmhainn coinneala ag ceann de na Poist Rialaithe in
Cherbourg.

D’4stdil an Roinn cuairt 6 fhoireann theicnidil, ina raibh
oifigigh 6n Aireacht Talmhaiochta agus 6 ESK (Bord
Bainne agus Feola na Tuirce). Thainig an Roinn ar
chomhaontd le hidarais na hEigipte in 2019 faoi tri
theastas slainte molta maidir le heallach ramhraithe,
maraithe agus pérdchain a onnmhairid. Osclaiodh
margadh nua d’onnmbhairi chuig an gCasacstain, lenar
éascaiodh onnmhairid breis is 1,000 beithioch in 2019.
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Eallach

Lean Cénaidhm Phér( Eallaigh na hEireann (ICBF) le
dul chun cinn thar barr a dhéanamh sa bhliain 2019 i
dtreo feabhas a chur ar fhilintas géiniteach an tréada
Naisiunta déiriochta agus mairteola.

Chuir an Roinn maoinit €920,000 ar fail do thionscadail
ar aidhm leo feabhas a chur ar bhrabusacht, amhail
feabhas a chur ar an mbunachar sonrai Naisitnta, ar
thastail sleachta, ar oibrit ionad tastala na Tulai agus
ar thaighde ar mheastéireachtai géiniteacha.

Airitear ar bhuaicphointi sonracha don ICBF sa bhliain
2019;

B Feidhmiu leandnach an Chlair Géanémaiochta agus
Sonrai Mairteola. Ta dlUs curtha le gndthachan
géiniteach sa tréad mairteola ditil tri bhithin an
chlair sin.

B Glacadh ard leantinach leis na Tairbh Déiriochta Al
ata roghnaithe go Géandmaioch, le breis is 60% de
na hinseamhnuithe déiriochta taifeadta i leith na
dtarbh seo.

B Tuilleadh feabhslchain ar an mbunachar sonrai
porichain eallaigh Naisilinta. Leantar le méideanna
méra de shonrai riachtanacha a bhailit 6 raon foinsi
ar nés feirmeacha trachtala agus geallsealbhéir
tionscail, sonrafi at riachtanach do théirgeadh
innéacsanna porlchain ar ardchaighdeén.

M Oibriti na Scéime nua Mairteola um Eifeachtdlacht
Chomhshaoil (BEEP), lenar gineadh méid suntasach
meachan 6 bha didil agus a sleacht, rud a
chabhrdéidh leis na hainmhithe is éifeachtula 6
thaobh na heacnamaiochta agus an chomhshaoil
de a shainaithint.

B Leanann an clar tastala sleachta, Gene Ireland, le
tastail a dhéanambh ar an raon tarbh ég a oireann do
na coinniollacha uathula féar-bhunaithe don
tairgeadh.

Chuir an Roinn deontas de €850,000 ar fail don ICBF sa
bhliain 2019 chun tacaiocht a thabhairt lena
gniomhaiochtai oibritichdin ghinearalta.
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AICMIU MAIDIR LE MART

Is € rél na Roinne a chinntit go dtugann monarchana
maraithe faoi aicmil conablaigh de réir Rialachain AE
abhartha.

Tugann foireann na Roinne 6n Rannan Aicmithe Mairt
faoi chigireachtai ar mhonarchana feola. Ta na
cigireachtai seo faoi réir ag rialachain reachtaiochta AE.
Déanann oifigigh seiceail ar fheidhmiocht fhoriomlan
an mheaisin gradaithe conablaigh agus ar chaighdean
na gearrthdige a bhaintear Usaid as. Ni dhéanann an
Roinn breithnil ar ghradd conablaigh aonair.

Ni mor seicedlacha oifigitla a dhéanamh faoi dhé ar a
laghad gach uile tri mhi i ngach seamlas a mharaionn
150 bé-ainmhi ocht mi d’aois, né nios mé in aghaidh na
seachtaine mar mhedn bliantuil. | lathair na huaire,
déanann an Roinn cigireachtai ar an lathair gach coicis
ar an mean. Déanann oifigigh aicmid, mar chuid de
gach seiceail, ar iosmhéid de 100 conablach san ait a
bhfuil aicmid meicnidil suitedilte nd ar 50 conablach
san it nach bhfuil ach aicmid laimhe i bhfeidhm.

Cigireachtai

Faoin reachtaiocht, beidh baint ag gach seicedil ar an
lathair le 40 conablach ar a laghad a roghnéfar go
randamach. Da bhri sin, ta an Roinn ag seiceail i bhfad
nios mé na mar ata riachtanach de réir rialachain

Deimhneoidh seicedlacha ar an lathair:

(a) catagdir an chonablaigh mairteola,

(b) aicmid, meachan agus marcail na gconablach,

(c) cruinneas modhanna uathoibriocha gradaithe
mairteola tri Usaid a bhaint as céras pointi agus
teorainneacha a chinneann cruinneas leandnach an
mhodha gradaithe.

Tugann oifigigh Gdaraithe faoi chigireachtai gan fogra
de réir sceideal cigireachta sa Phlean Rialaithe
Bliantuil, sa chas gur tugadh saruithe ar aird le linn
cuairt chigireachta roimhe seo né sa chas go n-éilionn
gearan a cuireadh faoi bhraid na Roinne cuairt
laithreach.

Sa bhliain 2019, rinne oifigigh aicmithe seiceail ar thart
ar 40,000 conablach i gcoinne céras meicnidil aicmithe.
Feidhmionn an t-oifigeach (daraithe, le linn cigireacht
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den sort sin, na dualgais seo a leanas:

1. Iniuchadh agus meastéireacht ar fheidhmiocht
gradaithe.

2. Meastdireacht ar chaighdean na gearrthdige le linn
an phréisis tairgeachta i bhfior-am nuair is indéanta
ar chonablaigh fuara.

3. Scalai a sheicedil agus Usaid a bhaint as meachain
260 Kg ar scalai an urlair maraithe (tanaisteach do
sheicealacha NSAI). Initichadh ar thaifid a
bhaineann le hisdid meachain seiceala.

4. Comparaid idir meachain fhuara agus meachain
the.

5. Grinnscradd ar mhionsonrai lipéadu.

6. Iniuchadh ar thaifid né ar phréisis abhartha, de réir
mar is cui.

Caoirigh

Feidhmionn Sheep Ireland, an Clar Naisiiinta chun
Feabhas a Chur ar an Phéir Chaorach agus iad ag obair
i gcombhair leis na geallsealbhdiri. Chuir an Roinn
maoinil infheistiochta de €350,000 ar fail do raon
bearta ata leagtha amach le clar porichain den scoth a
chur i bhfeidhm. Rinneadh dul chun cinn suntasach i
raon réimsi le linn na bliana 2019, lena n-airitear;

B Fas leanlnach sa lion lucht péraithe reithi
ginealaigh ata rannphairteach i LambPlus, a bhfuil
os cionn 40% de reithi a dioladh sa bhliain 2019 mar
thoradh air, mar gheall ar fail a bheith ar fhigidiri
Eurostar.

B Fas leanUnach sa chéatadan de reithi périchain ar
an margadh a taifeadadh da bhfeidhmiocht sa
bhliain 2019.

B Leathn( curtha ar an Tastail Larnach Sleachta
(CPT), tri ardd a chur ar lion na gcaorach trachtala
ata a dtaifeadadh da bhfeidhmiocht sa chlar seo.

B Naisc bhreise bunaithe le Better Farm, clar caorach
Theagaisc tri chomhroinnt sonrai.

B Tuilleadh ardd tagtha ar fheasacht an fheirmeora
trachtala mar thoradh ar an iliomad imeachtai
poibli maidir leis na buntaisti a bhaineann le
measunachtai géiniteacha chaoirigh.

Chuir an Roinn €200,000 breise ar fail do Sheep Ireland
mar thacaiocht ghinearalta maoinithe le linn na bliana
20109.
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Tionscail Rasaiochta Capall agus Con

Sa bhliain 2019, fuair Rasaiocht Capall na hEireann
€67.2 milliin agus fuair Bord na gCon €16.8 milliGin én
gCiste Rasaiochta Capall agus Con.

Tacaiocht don Tionscal Capall
Neamhfholaiochta

Aithnionn an Roinn an cion thar a bheith tabhachtach a
chuireann an tionscal capall neamhfholaiochta leis an
ngeilleagar agus le creatlach séisialta an iliomad pobal
ar fud na tire. Cuireann an earnail go moér le hioncam a
chruthd 6 fhiontar luachmhar malartach feirme 6
thaobh na fostaiochta, na turasdireachta, forbairt
tuaithe agus 6 thaobh pobail agus saol séisialta agus
cultdrtha na tire. Sa bhliain 2019, tugadh na moltai a
rinneadh sa tuarascail le Indecon International
Consultants a thug faoi athbhreithnit ar Eachsport
Eireann chun criche chomh maith leis an mBord nua
don eagraiocht chun a bheith chun tosaigh é thaobh
tuilleadh athruithe a dhéanamh.

Ta solathar déanta faoin gClar nua Forbartha Tuaithe
(RDP) chun feabhas a chur ar éifeachtilacht agus ar
bhrabusacht san earnail tri bheart Aistrithe Eolais ag a
bhfuil buiséad de €100 millidn.

Bhi os cionn 300 péraitheoir rannphairteach sa bhliain
deiridh de Chlar Aistrithe Eolais Eachai a tugadh chun
criche i mi 14il 2019. D’fhreastail na rannphairtithe seo
ar chruinnithe chomh maith le Plean Feabhstchain
Feirme a chur ar fail i gcomhar lena n-éascaitheoir
ceadaithe. Rinne siad comhlanu freisin ar Bhearta
Slainte Ainmhithe i gcomhar le tréidlia ceadaithe.

Sa bhliain 2019, chuir an Roinn €2.996 millitin ar fail
don earnail seo tri chuidit deontais d’Eachspért
Eireann 6 thaobh gniomhaiochtai a bhi dirithe ar
fheabhas a chur ar chaighdedn eachspéirt in Eirinn
agus leis an earnail a fhorbairt.

Sa bhreis air sin, chuir an Roinn €850,000 ar an iomlan
ar fail sa bhliain 2019, do bhearta a bhain le heachai.
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Straitéis Slainte Plandai

Seoladh an Straitéis um Shlainte Plandai agus
Bithshlandail 2020-2025 in 2019. Is é cuspdir na
Straitéise, an baol do phlandai a chruthéfai sa chas go
dtabharfai isteach agus go mbunéfai lotnaidi agus
galair plandai a ioslaghd. Ta tri phriomhphrionsabal
straitéiseacha mar bhonn taca ag an Straitéis: rioscai a
réamh-mheas, faireachas agus feasacht. Déanfaidh na
prionsabail sin solathar do ghniomhartha sonracha,
spriocdhirithe a bheifear in ann a bhaint amach.
Bainfear amach iad tri bhithin comhoibrit leathan agus
plean comhaontaithe don chur i bhfeidhm.

Cur le Feasacht

Reachtdil an Roinn feachtas chun cur le feasacht ar “Na
Téigh sa Seans!” ag Bloom agus ag an gComdrtas
Naisiinta Treabhddireachta 2019. Bhi an feachtas seo
dirithe ag lucht taistil idirnaisiinta, ar thurasdiri agus
ar ghndlachtai trachtala ata ag tabhairt plandai, tairgi
planda agus nithe eile lena mbaineann ard-riosca ata
déanta as abhar plandai isteach go hEirinn 6 thar lear.
Thacaigh an Eagraiocht Eorpach um Chosaint Plandai
(EPPO) agus an Coimisitn Eorpach go hiomlan leis an
bhfeachtas seo tri reachtaiocht leasaithe slainte
plandai. Ta sé mar chuspéir leis an bhfeachtas aird a
tharraingt ar an tionchar a bhionn ag dbhar planda
ionfhabhtaithe né lotnaidi coraintin agus galair a
thabhairt isteach go hEirinn ar an timpeallacht, ar an
ngeilleagar agus go soisialta.

Rialachan Nua maidir le Slainte Plandai

Thainig éifeacht le Rialachan nua maidir le Sldinte
Plandai an 14 Nollaig 2019. Dirionn an Rialachan seo ar
an mbaol 6 thaobh tabhairt isteach lotnaidi coraintin
chuig an AE a laghdu tri: dhirit ar phlandafi a bhfuil
ardriosca ag gabhail leo, liosta de lotnaidi a dtugann an
AE tosaiocht déibh a fhorbairt, leathnd a chur ar raon
na n-oibritheoiri plandai atd le claru leis an udaras
innidil, ceanglais nios déine Crios Cosanta a chur i
bhfeidhm a éilionn go mbeidh Pas Plandai in éineacht
le gach planda ata le plandail. Bhian Roinn
rannphairteach i lion Gripai Oibre AE ar Achtanna a
Tharmligean agus Achtanna a Fhorfheidhmit don
Rialachan seo ar feadh na bliana 2019. Reachtail an
Rannan Gairneoireachta agus Slainte Plandai roinnt
seisiun faisnéise faoi na Rialachain nua sin ag deireadh
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2019. Bhi na seimineair sin dirithe ar dhuine ar bith a
phléann le plandai/tairgi plandai.

Faoin Rialachan Nua, beidh slainte plandai, den chéad
uair, faoi réir ag Rialachan RialGchain Oifigidla. Leis sin,
beidh seans cdmhaoinid a fhail do na suirbhéanna
bliantdla ar lotnaidi tosaiochta. Sa bhliain 2019, thug
an Roinn faoi shuirbhéanna ar shlainte plandai do
lotnaidi coraintin airithe faoi chlar suirbhé maidir le
slainte plandai a bhi cdmhaoinithe ag an AE.

Cur Chuige Uile-Oileandaii leith Slainte
Plandai

Faoin gComhairle Aireachta Thuaidh/Theas (NSMC),
bhi HPHD ag obair go dlith le Tuaisceart Eireann leis an
gclar oibre slainte plandai comhaontaithe a chur i
bhfeidhm agus chur chuige uile-oilednda a bhaint
amach i leith slainte plandai. Sa bhliain 2019, lean an
Roinn agus DAERA ag obair i dtreo cuspoir comhroinnte
6 thaobh stadas dea-shléinte a bhaint amach agus a
chothabhail ar an oilean tri fhaisnéis, eolaiocht agus
acmhainneacht diagndiseach comhroinnte.

Suirbhéanna ar Shlainte Plandai

Lean an Roinn le suirbhé a dhéanamh do laithreacht
organach dhiobhalach Phytophthora ramorum sa
bhliain 2019. Braitheadh rian den ghalari lion
plandlanna gairneoireachta /ionaid gharraioddireachta
agus ar phlandai a allmhairiodh 6 Bhallstait eile.
Scriosadh na plandai agus na plandai dstacha
ionfhabhtaithe go léir sa chomharsanacht.

Té stadas Crios Cosanta in Eirinn do lion orgdnach
dhiobhalach ata le fail i mBallstait eile agus nach bhfuil
le fail sa tir seo. Déanann an Chigireacht Foraoiseachta
suirbhéanna naisidinta bliantula ar fhoraoisi chun
ldithreacht speiceas a chinneadh sa chrios cosanta
foraoise agus d’fhonn Gdar a thabhairt le stddas na
hEireann mar Chrios Cosanta. Cuireann si
tuarascalacha faoi bhraid an Choimisitin Eorpaigh
gach bliain. Nior braitheadh aon cheann de na
horganaigh seo sna suirbhéanna ar tugadh fathu le linn
na bliana 2019.

| ndeireadh na bliana 2018 d’fhdgair Coimisidn
Foraoiseachta na Riochta Aontaithe an chéad toradh
maidir leis an gciardg choirte Ips typographus a
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aimsiodh sa mérthimpeallacht sa Riocht Aontaithe a
fuarthas i gcoillearnach i Kent Shasana. Ciallaionn an
toradh seo bagairt mhér go bhféadfai an chiarog
choirte seo a thabhairt isteach in Eirinn agus tharraing
an bhagairt seo suirbhéanna agus monatdireacht
bhreise rioscabhunaithe sa bhliain 2019 tri shineadh a
chur leis an monatdireacht shuirbhé Criosanna
Cosanta ar an lionra plotai.

Isionann Xylella fastidiosa agus baictéar a
ionfhabhtaionn fiochain xylem raon leathan dstach
plandai (os cionn 300 speiceas plandai). Rinne Eire
suirbhé ar an ngalar sa bhliain 2019 agus ni bhfuarthas
aon rian den ghalar seo. Sa bhliain 2019, bhi tuilleadh
raigeanna den ghalar i gcriocha an Aontais agus lean an
Roinn le pairt larnach a bheith aici in aon
idirbheartaiocht maidir leis an ngalar seo ar mhaithe
lena chinntit go bhfuil an chosaint is fearr is féidir i
bhfeidhm ar fhaitios go dtiocfadh an galar seo isteach
sa tir.

Airitear ar organaigh diobhélacha eile ar diol suntais
iad agus ata liostaithe i dTreoir an AE maidir le Slainte
Plandai agus a éilionn suirbhéanna agus tuairiscit
éigeantach ar bhonn bliantuil, Anoplophora chinensis
(ciarog fhadadharcach citris), Anoplophora glabripennis
(ciarég fhadadharcach Aiseach), Bursaphelenchus
xylophilus (néimeatdid ghitise), Monochamus spp.
(ciarog sawyer), Phytophthora ramorum agus
Gibberella circinata (cancar péine). Sa bhliain 2019,
lean Eire de shuirbhé a dhéanamh do lion lotnaidi eile
(lena n-airitear, Monochamus spp) agus tugadh faoi
shuirbhéanna nua do lotnaidi tosaiochta AE, lena n-
airitear, Agrilus planipennis (tollaire fuinseoige
smaragaide) agus A. anxius (tollaire beithe
umhadhaite). Nior braitheadh aon cheann de na
horganaigh diobhalacha seo i suirbhéanna sa bhliain
20109.

Sa bhliain 2019, leanadh le suirbhéanna chun
laithreacht Hymenoscyphus fraxineus (galar Crionadh
Siar na Fuinseoige) a chinneadh, chomh maith le
raigeanna den ghalar Phytophthora ramorum sa
Leardg Seapanach, Dothistroma septosporum
(Dothistroma Needle Blight [DNB]) agus Lecanosticta
acicola (ar a tugadh Mycosphaerella dearnessii
roimhe), an gniomhaire is cuis le Brown Spot Needle
Blight (BSNB) ar speicis péine. Leanadh leis an
Athbhreithnil ar an bhFreagra Naisitnta ar Ghalar
Crionadh Siar na Fuinseoige freisin i rith 2019.
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Lean Eire lena reachtaiocht ndisitinta don Epitrix. Thug
an reachtaiocht seo aghaidh ar an riosca suntasach ata
ann d’earnail na bpratai dichasacha a d’fhéadfadh
eascairt as raig den Epitrix.

Tugadh faoi chigireacht dhian agus samplail ar phratai
sil agus ar phratai margaidh sa bhliain 2019. Ni raibh
aon rian ann den lobhadh fainneach i bpratai, den
donnlobhadh na den Epitrix sa bhliain 2019. Tugadh
faoi chigireachtai freisin ar abhar siolraithe plandaii
roinnt laithreacha ar mhaithe lena chinntit go raibh
abhar a bhi saor 6 ghalar ar fail.

Ina theannta sin, cuireadh clar gniomhaiochta
cuimsitheach slainte plandai i bhfeidhm sa bhliain
2019 le cothabhdil a dhéanamh ar ardstadas slainte
plandai na hEireann agus le reachtaiocht de chuid na
hEireann agus an AE a chomhlionadh. Rinneadh
cigireacht ghrinn ar phlandlanna, ionaid
gharraioddireachta, pairceanna poibli, gairdini
priobhaideacha agus ar an timpeallacht nios leithne do
laithreacht lotnaidi coraintin agus sa chas go raibh a
leithéid ann, cuireadh bearta diothaithe i bhfeidhm.
Thug an Roinn faoi chigireachtai ar thairgeoiri plandai
lena chinntil go raibh na ceanglais a leagtar sios i
reachtaiocht AE & chomhlionadh acu. Chomh maith le
slainte plandai a chosaint, déanann na cigireachtai seo
éascu freisin ar an tradail i bplandai agus i dtairgi
plandai. Airiodh ar shuirbhéanna sldinte plandai 2019:

B Cigireacht ar bhreis is 400 [athair do Phytophthora
ramorum

B 1,483 sampla tégtha don Smol Déite (Erwinia
amylovora)

B Os cionn 1,200 cigireacht don Mhianaddir Duille
(Liriomyza sp)

B Os cionn 900 cigireacht don Tobacco Whitefly

(Bemisia tabaci)

730 cigireacht don Anoplophora chinensis

685 chigireacht don Anoplophora glabripennis

664 sampla tégtha don Néimeatdid Orga

(Globodera sp)

B 474 cigireacht déanta ar lathaireacha don Xylella

fastidiosa

239 sampla don Beet Necrotic Yellow Vein Virus

467 cigireacht déanta don Aromi bungii

151 cigireacht don Zebra Chip.
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Rialuithe Allmhairithe Slainte Plandai

Sa bhliain 2019, faoin gClar Rialuithe Allmhairithe
Slainte Plandai; tugadh faoi 3,428 cigireacht ar
choinsineachtai plandai agus tairgi plandai a
allmhairitear go direach go hEirinn tri Aerfort Bhaile
Atha Cliath agus tri Chalafort Bhaile Atha Cliath 6 thrit
tiortha. Is ionann é sin agus ardu 3.5% ar lion na
gcoinsineachtai a bhi faoi réir ag Rialuithe Allmhairithe
Slainte Plandai sa bhliain 2018. Rinne cigiri slainte
plandai 57 idirghabhdil ag teorainneacha na hEireann
sa bhliain 2019, airitear ar na cliseanna a bhi leo seo,
fuarthas lorg organaigh rialaithe agus lorg organaigh
diobhélacha, bhi teastais fiteashlaintiochta
neamhiomlan ann né ni raibh a leithéidi ann in aon
chor né bhi an doiciméadacht a bhi curtha ar fail
calaoiseach.

Rialuithe Onnmhairithe Slainte Plandai

B Sabhliain 2019, faoi Chlar Rialuithe Allmhairithe
Slainte Plandai na Roinne; rinne cigiri slainte
cigireacht agus deimhnid ar 1,000 coinsineacht, rud
a rinne éascu ar a n-onnmbhairit 6 ghnélachtai
Eireannacha go 36 tril tir ar fud an domhain.
Airitear ar na coinsineachtai is m6 a dheimhniodh
sa bhliain 2019, beatha ainmhithe chun na Sine, an
India agus an Choiré, casanna muisiridin chun na
hAfraice Theas, an tSeapain, losrael agus Ceanada
agus blathanna gearrtha chuig Stait Aontaithe
Mheiricea.

Rialuithe Allmhairithe Slainte Foraoise

Tugadh faoi chigireachtai allmhairithe ar bhonn rialtas
aradhmad agus ar thairgi adhmaid 6 Thrid Tiortha ata
rialaithe faoi Threoir an AE maidir le Sldinte Plandai ar
mhaithe le comhliontacht le ceanglais iontrala a
chinntit mar chuid den phréiseas d’imréiteach
Custaim. Sa bhliain 2019, rinneadh seicedil
doiciméadach ar 545 coinsineacht ¢ thril tiortha agus
ma bhi sé cui 6 thaobh ceanglais, tugadh faoi
chigireacht go fisicitil. Fuarthas naoi gcinn nach raibh
ceanglais allmhairithe & gcomhlionadh acu. Rinneadh
bearta cui sa chas gur braitheadh
neamhchombhlionadh, ag brath ar an gcineal
neamhchombhlionta.
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Faoi réimeas margai inmheanacha an AE, nil earrai a
thagann 6 thiortha ata laistigh den AE faoi réir ag
imréiteach Custaim ach déantar monatdireacht orthu
lena chinntil go bhfuiltear ag freastal ar cheanglais
Chrios Cosanta na hEireann. Oibrionn an Roinn dh Phost
Cigireachta Teorann ainmnithe i gcalafoirt Bhaile Atha
Cliath agus Chorcaigh ar mhaithe le rialuithe allmhairithe
foraoiseachta maidir le hearrai 6 Thrili Tiortha agus ta
oifig i gCalafort Phort Lairge freisin. Cludaitear lastais ata
a dtabhairt isteach go calafoirt agus aerfoirt eile 6na
laithreacha seo mas ga.

Sa bhliain 2018, thainig Cinneadh Cur Chun Feidhme
(2018/1127/AE) nua an Choimisidin in ait na mbeart
speisialta a thug an Coimisiun Eorpach isteach sa bhliain
2013 maidir le cigireachtai ar abhar pacaistithe adhmaid
a bhain le trachtearrai dirithe a allmhairiodh chun an AE
4n tSin, a chuireann leis an raon trachtearrai a bhfuil
cigireacht le déanambh orthu agus a airionn earrai 6
Bhealartis chomh maith leis an tSin. Sa bhliain 2019,
rinneadh cigireacht ar 111 coinsineacht i gcoimeadain 6n
tSin, agus braitheadh go raibh ocht gcinn nach raibh ag
comhlionadh na rialacha agus forchuireadh bearta
fiteashlaintiochta cui. Chomh maith leis sin, tugann an
Chigireacht Foraoiseachta faoin mhonatdireacht ar abhar
pacaistithe adhmaid Portaingéalach maidir leis an
mbagairt 6 néimeatdid ghilse (mar a cheanglaitear faoi
Chinneadh Cur Chun Feidhme 2012/535 an Choimisilin,
arna least) agus 6 phacaistii adhmaid 6 thiortha eile.

Solathraionn an Chigireacht Foraoiseachta comhairle
agus déiledlann le ceisteanna maidir le hallmhairit agus
onnmbhairid a bhaineann le hadhmad/tairgi adhmaid
agus le habhar atéirgthe foraoise. D’fhéadfai Teastais
Fiteashldintiochta a eisitint freisin le dulin éineacht le
coinsineachtai airithe a bhionn ag fagail limistéar
saorthradéla an AE.

Sa bhliain 2019, bhain tromlach den obair a bhi ar sitil ag
an Ranndg Slainte Foraoise leis an obair ullmhichain don
Bhreatimeacht, go hairithe maidir le pleanail
theagmhasach d’imeacht gan socri 6n AE i Marta agus
Deireadh Fémhair na bliana 2019 agus na tionchair a
bheith ag a leithéid de chas ar allmhairid agus ar
onnmbhairid tairgi foraoiseachta (lena n-airitear, abhar
pacaistithe adhmaid) chuig agus 6n Riocht Aontaithe
Diriodh ar bhonneagar leordhéthanach a fhorbairt,
chomh maith le cérais TF agus foireann chun plé le
Breatimeacht gan mhargadh, da dtarlédh sin agus a raibh
an baol annina leith i rith na bliana.



SLAINTE PLANDAI

An Caighdean Idirnaisiunta maidir le Bearta
Fiteashlaintiochta

Ta Cigireacht Foraoiseachta na Roinne freagrach as
FAO, IPPC, an Caighdean Idirndisiinta maidir le Bearta
Fiteashldintiochta (ISPM) Uimh. 15, Treoirline chun
Rialil a dhéanamh ar Abhar Pacdistithe Adhmaid sa
Tradail Idirndisitnta - do dhéantisaiocht Abhar
Pacaistithe Adhmaid (WPM) chuig an gCaighdean seo in
Eirinn, a chur i bhfeidhm.

Déantar cur sios in ISPM Uimh. 15, ar bheartais
fiteashlaintiocha chun an baol 6 thabhairt isteach
agus/nd scaipeadh lotnaidi coraintin, a shamhlaitear le
pacaisti adhmaid déanta 6 adhmad amh, a Usaidtear i
dtradail idirnaisiunta, a laghdd. Ceanglaitear 6 thaobh
WPM ata a usaid chun earrai de chineal ar bith a iompar
agus at4 8 onnmbhairidi as Eirinn chuig formhér tiortha
neamhAE ar fud an domhain, ISPM Uimh. 15 a
chomhlionadh.

Ag deireadh na bliana 2019, bhi 54 comhlacht claraithe
chun feidhmid faoin scéim in Eirinn. Déantar cigireacht
ar chomhlachtai ata sa scéim chun comhliontacht leis
na Ndésanna Imeachta OibriGichdin Caighdednacha
comhaontaithe a chinntid agus lena chinntil go bhfuil
abhar pacaistithe adhmaid ag comhlionadh an
chaighdedin go hiomlan.

Meastinacht ar Eagstilacht na mBarr

Bhi gnathchoinniollacha aerdide ann aris i séasur fais
na bliana 2019, agus bhi na datai cur sil ag teacht leis
an norm i gcas barr éagsuil. Bhi na coinniollacha cur sil
do bharra geimhridh 2019 a cuireadh i bhfémhar 2018
an-mhaith ar fad, marbh amhlaidh i gcas chur sil do
bharra an earraigh go luath in 2019 agus baint na mbarr
go léir amach sa bhliain. Bhi deacrachtai ann ¢ thaobh
barrai geimhridh 2020 a chur ag deireadh 2019 de bharr
drochaimsire, rud a d’fhag go raibh coinniollacha na
talin mi-oiriinach. Mar thoradh air sin, bhi laghdu suas
le 50% ar chur sil granbharr geimhridh i gcomparaid le
fomhar 2018. Thainig torthai ar ais go dti na
gnathleibhéil in 2019 i gcas na mbarr go léir. Rinneadh
measunu ar 347 cineal féir, seimre, eorna,
cruithneachta, coirce, arbhair Indiaigh fhoraiste, raibe
olashil, pénairi agus pratai ar an iomlan sna trialacha
Naisilinta agus i dtrialacha Liosta Molta na bliana 2019.
Roghnaiodh as na trialacha seo na cineédlacha de gach
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speiceas is oiriiinai do thairgeoiri Eireannacha agus
foilsiodh iad i Leabhrain Liosta Molta ata le fail ar
laithrean gréasain na Roinne.

An Lion Cinealacha a Rinneadh Meastinu orthu in
2019

Barr Lion
Granaigh 175
Féar 114
Arbhar Indiach 20
Raib Olashil 25
Seamair 21
Pratai 12
Pénairi Machaire 11

* Ni chuirtear san direamh cinealacha a dhiblailtear i dtrialacha difriula.

Reachtaladh La Oscailte ar éirigh thar barr leis i mi an
Mheithimh i gcomhar le Cumann Tradala Sil na
hEireann ag Ceanncheathrd Rannan um Measunu agus
Deimhnid Barr na Roinne ata suite i gCampas
Bhacastuin, Léim an Bhradain, Co. Bhaile Atha Cliath.
Ostaladh imscrdduithe trialacha agus cuairteanna
eolais freisin do ghripai leasmhara siolraitheoirf,
gniomhairi, comhairleoiri agus feirmeoiri ag tri
larionad na Roinne agus ag ionaid trialacha
seachtracha eile.

Deimhniu Siolta

Déantar margaiocht siolta san AE a rialail faoi roinnt
scéimeanna ina leagtar amach ioschaighdedin
chailiochta agus riachtanais lipéadaithe. Déanann
oifigigh na Roinne iad sin a fhorfheidhmid tri bhithin na
scéimeanna deimhnitchain siolta, ina gcuimsitear na
priomhbharra talmhaiochta. Nil cead ach na cinn sin a
liostaitear i gCatalég Naisitinta na hEireann né i
gCataldg Choiteann de Chineélacha Speiceas Plandai
Talmhaiochta de Chuid na gComhphobal Eorpach a
shaothru. Ta an Chataldg Naisiunta de Chinealacha
Plandai Talmhaiochta (NCAPV) agus an Iris Oifigidil um
Chearta Naisitinta Cinealacha Plandai (PVR) le fail ar
laithrean gréasain na Roinne.
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/publi
cations/2019/NationalCatAgPlantVarieties200318.pdf
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Ta an Common Catalogue of Varieties of Agricultural Plant
Species an AE le fail ag
http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/plant_propagation_materia
l/plant_variety_catalogues_databases/search/public/index.
cfm

Achar na mBarr a Deimhniodh in 2019

Achar namBarr a Tonnai Sioltaa
Ceadaiodh faoin Scéim  Deimhniodh faoin
Deimhnitichain Siolta Scéim

Deimhnitichdin
Siolta in 2019

in 2019 (heicteair)

8,140 53,252
206 2,903
468 808
210 888

Sa bhliain 2019, allmhairiodh an siol féir go léir a Usaideadh
in Eirinn mar shiol deimhnithe agus rinne an Roinn
maoirseacht ar fhoirmlit agus lipéadd na meascan de
shiolta féir.

Saotharlann Pratai Sil

Ar feadh na bliana 2019, rinneadh cothabhdil ar 738 cineal
(lena n-diritear sioldga pratai nach bhfuil ainm curtha orthu
go f6ill) in vitro ag na Saotharlanna Pratai, Tops, Réth
Bhoth, Co. Dhiin na nGall. Rinneadh tairgeadh ar thart ar
42,000 miontiubar pratai as 31 cineal éagsuil pratai, mar
aon le 10 shioldg pratai nar ainmniodh, i dtollain vireas-
dhionacha. Rinneadh tastail ar 7 sioldg pratai nua agus ar 8
bprata milis maidir le sainitlacht, aonfhoirmeacht agus
seasmhacht mar ata forordaithe ag an Aontas Idirnaisiiinta
do Chosaint Cinealacha Nua Plandai (UPOV). Rinneadh
cothabhail freisin ar bhailiichan tagartha allamuigh de 648
cineal prata a ainmniodh.

Rinne Oifig Eagstlachta Plandai an Chomhphobail (CPVO)
measUnu ar an tSaotharlann Pratai Sil i mi Linasa 2018 mar
chuid da gcur chuige maidir le glacadh cdraim agus
bunaithe ar chritéar cailiochta d’oifigigh imscridaithe ata
ag cur scriduithe DUS i bhfeidhm thar a gceann. Bhi
foireann iniichta an CPVO sasta leis an gcritéar cailiochta a
bhii bhfeidhm sa tsaotharlann agus mhol go leanfaidh ar
aghaidh leis an gciram don Solanum tuberosum (L.) (prata)
agus Ipomoea batatas (L.) (prata milis) don chéad tréimhse
eile 3 bliana atd amach romhainn. Is i an tSaotharlann
Pratai Sil an chéad agus an t-aon oifig a bhfuil an ciiram seo
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uirthi maidir le himscrddu teicnidil a dhéanamh ar an
Ipomea batatis.

Gairneoireacht 2019

Mar gheall ar an aimsir in 2019, bhi coinniollacha fais nios
fabhrai ann, i gcomparaid leis an triomach in 2018 agus bhi
torthai nios fearr ag na barra ar fad. Mar sin féin, bhi
tionchar ag an bhfémhar fliuch ar thrath sabhala bharra
airithe.

Bhi éileamh margaidh in Eirinn do théirgeadh seasmhach i
gconai ar fud gach aon fo-earnail, agus éileamh ard ar
roinnt thrachtearrai. Mar sin féin, bhi bri anuas 6 thaobh
praghais ar thrachtearrai amhail glasrai goirt sa bhliain
2019, de bharr arduithe ar phraghsanna a comhaontaiodh
in2018.

Cé gur chabhraigh an téarnamh leaninach sa gheilleagar
nios leithne agus an t-éileamh méadaitheach ar thairgi agus
ar aisti bia planda-bhunaithe le fas aschuir san earndil, is
dushlain fés don earnail iad fail ar shaothar agus costais
tairgeachta.

Luach an Aschuir Gairneoireachta ag geata na feirme,
2018 -2019

Tairge 2018 2019 % athri
€m €m  2019v’s 2018

Muisiridin 117 119.2 +1.8

Pratai 79.6 110.9 +39.3

Glasrai Goirt 75.9 77.8 +2.5

Barra Cosanta 86.9 91.5 +5.2

Barra Torthai Allamuigh 10.9 10.7 -2.0

Bleibini, blathanna 9.3 9.44 +0.7

allamuigh agus earnail

an duillivir

Barra crua plandlainne, 56.8 57.3 +0.9

agus earnalacha

gairneoireachta eile

lomlan 436.4 477.0 9.2

Leanadh leis an infheistiocht didir san earnail in 2019.
locadh os cionn €5.8 milliiin sa scéim infheistiochta chun an
earnail gairneoireacht trachtéla a fhorbairt agus iocadh €4
mhillidn tri bhithin na Scéime Eagraiochtai Tairgeoiri AE.



SEIRBHiS SAOTHARLAINNE

SAOTHARLANNA TREIDLIACHTA Taispedntar achoimre ar fhigitiri foriomlana 2019 sa

tabla thios sa Rannan Vireolaiochta.
Vireolaiocht
Cuireann an Rannan Vireolaiochta an acmhainneacht Speiceas Tastalachado  Tastalacha IOMLAN
ar fail don Roinn le galair vireasacha in ainmhithe vireas d’antasubstainti
feirme a aithint agus a thréithriG. Déanann an Rannan
seachadadh ar ghnéithe saotharlainne agus eolaiochta  Byaibheach 63,054 77,387 140,441
malc!lrtle ?}?“Q:,h?riht elgeandal? gta'nachta:ad;'le i 7278 4870 12,148
cosaintathabnalft | gcoinne ga‘airvireasacha ata Athchogantaigh Bheaga 3,519 10,551 14,070
anduchasach in Eirinn agus ar na seirbhisi S
diagnéiseacha, imscridaitheacha agus comhairleacha | Giorfiaigh L1713 0 1113
sin ata riachtanach le riali agus monatdireacht a Eachai 488 2,071 2,559
dhéanamh ar ghalair vireasacha in ainmhithe feirme na | Eanil 9,701 91,013 100,714
hEireann. Sa bhliain 2019, d’éstail si deich Saotharlann IOMLAN 85,213 185,892 271,105

Naisiunta Tagartha (NRL) ar abhair 6 Peste des Petits
Ruminants go dti an galar criibe is béil.

Pléann an Rannan le raon vireas éagsuil, lena n-airitear:
an Galar Cruibe is Béil, an FliG Eanuil, Gormtheanga,
BVD, IBR, Fiabhras Clasaiceach Muc, Confadh agus
PRRS. Is cuid den diagnéisic vireasach nua a tugadh
isteach sa bhliain 2019 iad Parvovirus PCR Parvaivireas
Muc, PCR Stdmaititeas Saicineach, PCR Vireas Seneca
Valley agus Laraingeatraicéiteas Toégalach ELISA.

Patruin Taiscthi

Bhi patrun na dtastalacha sach cobhsai le linn 2019.
Bhain na buaicphointi maidir le géilleadh buaibheach
go direach leis an gclar naisiinta diothaithe eitinne
bélachta (graf thios).

2019 Monthly Testing
30000

25000

20000

15000

10000

5000

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

M Avian M Bovine M Other
34



SEIRBHIS SAOTHARLAINNE

Léiritear sa tabla thios na cdig phriomhthastail a
rinneadh sa Rannan Vireolaiochta in 2019 do ghalair
mhamacha agus éandla (antasubstaint agus vireas
a bhrath)

Rang Pataigin Lion a Pataigin

(antasubstainti) Lion a tastaladh (vireas)
1 BVD 17,853 BVD
2 IBR 8,172 POX
3 Schmallenberg 7,471 BTV
4 Galar Gormtheanga 5,632 PRRS
5 EBL 3,723 BHV1

Bhi raon de 144 tastail dhifridla ag an Rannan
Vireolaiochta agus baineadh Gsaid astu sa bhliain 2018 ar
fud 40 maitris difritla - ar an mhaitris is coitianta sa
bhliain 2019 bhi séiream (87.5%), maipini (5%), scamhdg
(1.3%) agus seamhan (1.2%). | rith 2019, thug an Rannan
os cionn 50 Tastail Innitlachta Seachtrai chun criche go
rathuil chun cabhri lenar stadas creiditinaithe 1ISO17025.

An Rannan um Baictéareolaiocht agus
Seadeolaiocht

Solathraionn an Rannan Baictéareolaiochta agus
Seadeolaiochta saineolas ar bhaictéareolaiocht agus ar
sheadeolaiocht don Roinn agus éstalann sé Saotharlanna
Naisitinta Tagartha maidir le Frithsheasmhacht in aghaidh
Abhar Frithmhiocrébach agus pataigin zénéiseach de
bhunaidh bia, beatha agus ainmhithe. Airitear orthu sin
Salmonella, Campalabaictéar , Escherichia coli,
Mycobacteria, agus na paraisiti zondiseacha Echinococcus,
Trichinella agus Anisakis. Ina theannta sin, solathraionn sé
seirbhis diagndiseach saotharlainne le haghaidh
pharaisiti agus Mycoplasma bovis.

An tSaotharlann Ndisiinta Tagartha (NRL) do Salmonella

Rinneadh saothrd ar na samplai seo a leanas do
Salmonella le linn na bliana 2019:

B 1,651 sampla é fheirmeacha éanlaithe

B 565 sampla a bhain le min né muileann beathaithe
B 768 sampla slainteachais phrdisis 6 mhonarchana
préiseala priomhula éanlaithe nd muc

150 sampla muirin né samplai gaolmhara

550 sampla de phréitéin ainmhithe préisedilte

50 sampla de gheir agus geirdheasadh.
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Liona Pataigin Liona
tastaladh (€andil) tastaladh
21,161 Flit Eandil 36,587
2,920 M. gallisepticum 31,329
2,502 AEV 3286
1,757 Ainéime Sicin 2,642
1,387 Bursal D lonfhabhtaioch 2,572

Chomh maithe le:

B Fuarthas 615 aonraioch Salmonella 6 shaothran
roghnach de shamplai oifigiiila né 6 shaotharlanna
seachtracha le haghaidh tiopail shéireolaioch

B Rinneadh Imoibrit Slabhruil Polaiméaraise ar 193
aonraioch Salmonella gripa B chun idirdhealt a
dhéanambh idir Salmonella Typhimurium agus
Salmonella Typhimurium monapasach

Braitheadh antashubstainti i 4,617 (22.3%) de na 20,668
sampla st matain 6 mhuca maraithe a tastaladh faoin
gClar Naisiunta Rialala Salmonella do mhuca.

Leanadh leis an méadu ar chuir i bhfeidhm na
teicneolaiochta Seicheamht Géan6im lomléin ag an NRL
Frithsheasmhacht in aghaidh Abhar Frithmhiocrébach
agus Salmonellairith 2019. Thug an NRL Salmonella
freagra ar roinnt fiosrichan (6 Shaotharlann Tagartha an
AE agus 6 FSS) agus foinse na dtréithchineal Salmonella
ba chtis le raigeanna eintritis bia-iompartha i ndaoine san
Eoraip né in Eirinn & chuardach. | gceann de na cuardaigh
sin tri bhithin anailis WGS, nochtadh cas amhain de S.
Typhimurium i nduine agus in ealta beag ubh-bhreithe,
agus bhi aonraioch a bhi comhchosuil go géiniteach i
ngach ceann diobh. Cuireadh stop le tairgeadh uibheacha
le diol chomh luath agus a braitheadh an S. Typhimurium.
Rinneadh cuardach do thréithchinealacha salmonella
d’aonraioch raige tri bhithin WGS a Gsaid i roinnt cdsanna
eile. Mar gheall nach raibh an tréithchineal Salmonella
sonrach sin i lathair, ni fhéadfadh rél a bheith ag bia
Eireannach nd ag Tairgeadh Priomhdil ina leith. Cuireadh
an teicneolaiocht sin i bhfeidhm le himscradu ar
thraséillit saotharlainne d’fhonn iontaofacht thorthai
saotharlainne a mhéadu.
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NRL do Fhrithsheasmhacht in aghaidh Abhar
Frithmhiocrébach

Rinneadh faireachas oifigitil ar AMR i mbaictéir
chomhthiosacha agus zéndiseacha i gcomhréir le
2013/652 AE. Rinneadh scagthastail ar inneachar 300
caochan muc, 300 sampla muiceola agus 300 sampla
mairteola le haghaidh ESBL/Amp-C/ carbaipeineiméis -
nithe a thairgeann Escherichia coli. Rinneadh tastail le
haghaidh soghabhaltacht frithmhiocrébach ar 170
aonraioch Champalabaictéar coli agus ar 200 tascaire
comhthiosach E. coli 6 chaochain mhuc, chomh maith
le Salmonella 6 mhaipineachtai 6 chonablaigh muc.
Tuairiscitear na torthai d’Udards Sabhailteachta Bia na
hEorpa agus cuirtear san direamh iad sa Tuarascail
Achomair AE ar Fhrithsheasmhacht in aghaidh Abhar
Frithmhiocrébacha i mbaictéir zondiseacha agus
tascaire 6 dhaoine, ainmhithe agus bia.

Foilsiodh an chéad Tuarascéil One Welfare ar Usaid
Frithmhicrébach agus ar Fhrithsheasmhacht in
aghaidh Abhar Frithmhiocrébach in 2019. Comhoibri
idir an Roinn Talmhaiochta agus an Roinn Sldinte a bhi
ann agus rinneadh anailis mhionsonraithe inti ar
thorthai a gineadh sa NRL idir 2014 agus 2016.

Lean an NRL de sheicheamhu géandim iomlain a Gsaid
mar uirlis chun imscrddd a dhéanamh ar phatrdin
fhrithsheasmhachta neamhghnacha in aonraiocha 6
thastail oifigitil agus in aonraiocha clinicitla
tréidliachta 6 na RVLanna.

Ach AMR a ailiniu le micribhitheolaiocht le déanai, ta
ardan curtha ar fail d’fhorbairt bhreise ar an bpibline
aonraioch clinicitil a theastaionn don Phlean
Gniomhaiochta Naisitinta maidir le frithsheasmhacht
in aghaidh abhar frithmhiocrébach agus chun feabhas
a chur ar acmhainneacht ar feadh na seirbhise.

NRL don Champalabaictéar

In 2019, thug an NRL Campalabaictéir NRL tacaiocht
d’obair an Ranndin Slainte Phoibli Tréidliachta (VPH)
agus an ghrupa Paéirtithe Leasmhara Campalabaictéir
tri bhithin torthai Critéir um Shlainteachais Proisis a
churi dtoll a chéile maidir le hdireamh campalabaictéir
liopdg muineadil. D’eagraigh an tAonad Tionscadal
Speisialta (SPU) sa VPH Meabhran Tuisceana leis na tri
phriomhphroéisealai sicin go luath in 2019 chun
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campalabaictéir caochain 6 gach baisc sicini réamh-
thanai a aireamh. Chabhraigh an NRL le tastail a
chaighdeéand ar feadh na saotharlann phriobhaideach
a bhii mbun na hoibre sin agus thosaigh sé ag cur
sonrafi dirimh caochadin 1i dtoll a chéile.

Thosaigh an NRL campalabaictéir ar thastail fioraithe
samplai liopdg muinedil agus caochan i mi Aibreain.
Rinneadh direamh ar 127 liopdg muinedil agus ar 39
gcaochan in 2019.

NRL do Mycobacteria
Chun tac leis an gclar naisitnta diothaithe TB
bélachta esa bhliain 2019:

B Rinneadh tastail ar shamplai a bailiodh i
monarchana feola 4 6,111 bé-ainmhi, maidir le
fianaise eitinne. Aithniodh 59% de na hainmhithe
sin ag cigireacht tréidliachta iarbhais.

B Tugadh faoi 4,248 tastail histeapaiteolaiochta agus
3,542 saothr( ar na fiochdin seo.

B Bailiodh 833 saothru ar fhiochain broic mar chuid
de thabhairt chun sidil an bhroic tar éis raig den TB
buaibheach né trialacha de vacsain broc.

B Rinneadh saothrd ar 113 sampla fiochain 6 fhianna.

B Rinneadh tastalacha speiceasaithe
miceabhaictéaracha ar 984 aonraioch.

B Rinneadh tastail ar 3,518 séiream i TB ELISA chun
tacu le himscradu tréad.

Cuireadh 392 sampla ar aghaidh i gcomhair saothrd
galair Johne agus aonraiodh an fospeiceas
paratuberculosis de chuid Mycobacterium avium 6 73
sampla.

NRL do Sheaddin Zéndiseacha

Leis an samplail naisiinta éigeantach ar shionnaigh
(Rialachan (AE) 2018/772) agus leis an tastdil a rinne an
NRL do Sheadéin in 2019, léiriodh go bhfuil Eire fés
saor 6 Echinococcus multilocularis, ceann de na
z6ndisi seadanach is marfai i réigitin mheasartha agus
artacha den Leathsféar Thuaidh. | suirbhé 2019,
scridaiodh 400 sampla d’inneachar stéige 6 na
contaetha uile don seadan tri bhithin PCR-ilphléacs a
Usaid. Toradh didltach a tuairisciodh i leith gach
sampla.
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Maidir le gniomhaiochtai NRL Trichinella, tharla an
méid seo a leanas sa bhliain 2019:

B Rinneadh inidchadh ar dha shaotharlann
phriobhaideacha

Eagraiodh ceardlann do na saotharlanna uile an 10
Bealtaine

Seoladh an tastail fhainneach bhliantdil chuig gach
saotharlann phriobhdideach an 21 Bealtaine

Seadeolaiocht Dhiagndiseach

Fuarthas samplai 6 raon leathan foinsi i gconai (e.g.
Saotharlanna Tréidliachta Réigilinacha, tréidlia-
chleachtdiri priobhaideacha, seamlais agus ionaid
didine ainmhithe) lena n-airitear ainmhithe feirme
agus ainmhithe coimhdeachta. Rinneadh os cionn
4,500 measUnacht tri bhithin 13 mhodheolaiocht
éagsula.

Mycoplasma bovis

Sa bhliain 2019, rinneadh tastail Imoibrid Slabhruil
Polaiméaraise (PCR) (296 sampla) agus solathraiodh
saothran roghnaitheach le haghaidh diagnoise,
faireachais agus rialu galar riospraide, casanna airtritis
agus maistitis agus raigeanna tréada arbh é
Mycoplasma bovis ba chis leo.

Gniomhaiochtai Eile

Rinneadh athbhreithnid ar na coinniollacha chun
saotharlanna priobhaideacha a bheith ceadaithe ag an
Roinn chun tastdil mhicribhitheolaiochta a dhéanamh
le haghaidh Salmonella in ealtai. Rinneadh
athbhreithnit agus uasdatd ar Sheachthairgi Ainmhi,
Trichinella agus STEC i rith 2019. Rinne saotharlanna
priobhdideacha ath-iarratas ar cheaddin(i agus
foilsiodh liosta cothrom le déta de na saotharlanna
ceadaithe ar laithredn gréasain na Roinne.

Rinne comhaltai den Rannan ionadaiocht ar na
NRLanna ag ceardlanna Saotharlann Tagartha AE.
Rannchuidionn pearsanra an Ranndin le gripai oibre
agus le grapai pairtithe leasmhara éagsula sa tionscal,
lena n-airitear: An Grupa Oibre maidir le Sabhailteacht
agus Barantulacht Bia, An Grapa Forfheidhmithe
Pairtithe Leasmhara Campalabaictéir, Gripa Phairtithe
Leasmhara Thionscal na Muc, Coiste Zondisi Réigitin an
Oirthir, Grupa Forfheidhmithe agus Gripa Oibre
Teicnitil Ghalar Johnes de chuid Slainte Ainmhithe
Eireann (AHI); Gripa Rialaithe Seadan AHI; Tascfhérsa
an Udardis Rialala Tairgi Slainte ar chégais
fhrithsheadanacha.

37

Taighde
Chomhoibrigh pearsanra sa Rannan le hinstitididi eile
ar na tionscadail taighde seo a leanas:

Teideal an Tionscadail

Tackling a multi-host pathogen
problem - phylodynamic analyses
of the epidemiology of M. bovis in
Britain and Ireland

Eideann

Disease Profiling of Bovine ucb
Tuberculosis Skin Test

Reactors in Ireland

Next generation approaches
to improved diagnostics and
molecular epidemiology for
control of Mycobacterium
avium subsp. paratuberculosis

UCD, AFBI

The foodborne emergence
and epidemiology of Clostridioides
difficile in Ireland

Teagasc,

PAITEOLAIOHT

Cuireann an Rannan Paiteolaiochta tacaiochtai
saotharlainne ar fail do chlair naisiinta diothaithe
galar, acmhainneacht freagartha Aicme A agus san-
imscradd ar ghalair thégalacha né ar imeachtai
tocsaineacha. Cuireann sé tacaiochtai speisialaithe ar
fail do Shaotharlanna Tréidliachta Réigitinacha
(RVLanna) na Roinne freisin. Déanann an Rannan 6stail
ar thri Shaotharlann NaisiGinta Tagartha anois (TSE,
CEM agus AMR). Sannadh an NRL do AMR don Rannan
Paiteolaiochta i mi na Samhna 2019.

An tSaotharlann Ndisiinta Tagartha (NRL) do TSE

Ta an TSE NRL freagrach as monatdireacht a dhéanamh
ar fheidhmil saotharlanna mearthastala TSE in Eirinn,
as PT’nna lena baineann ullmhd agus seachadadh
samplai aonchinealacha fiochain inchinne cddaithe
chuig RTL'nna agus anailis agus tuairiscii a dhéanamh
ar thorthai ina dhiaidh sin. Bhi na torthai ar fad sasuil
in 2019. Scoir RTL amhain de sheirbhisi mearthastala in
20109.

Combhoibrithe

UCD, Ollscoil Dhin

TCD, UCD, DIT
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Figiuiri do Thaiscthi TSE

Caoirigh

Toradh NRL Catagdir Faireachais 2015
Scraibeach Aitiopuil Gniomhach 6
Scraibeach Chlasaiceach Gniomhach 1
Scraibeach Chlasaiceach Eighniomhach 0
Ditlltach Gniomhach 1
Didltach Eighniomhach 1
Diultach SMFS 0
lomlan 9
Buaibheach

Toradh NRL Catagdir Faireachais 2015
BSE Dearfach Gniomhach 1 (Clasaiceach)
BSE Dearfach Eighniomhach 0
Ditlltach Gniomhach 0
Didltach Eighniomhach 11
Neambhoiritinach Eighniomhach 0

*Tuairisciodh aon chds amhdin (1) in 2017 mar a samplaladh an 30 Nollaig 2016

An tSaotharlann Ndisiunta Tagartha do CEM

Déanann an tSaotharlann Mhicribhitheolaiochta
Clinicidla dstéil ar an tSaotharlann NaisiGinta Tagartha
do Mheitriteas Tégalach Eachai (CEM) (i gcomhar leis
an Rannan Vireolaiochta) chun tacu le Coid Chleachtais
Chumann Thégalaithe Capaill Folaiochta na hEireann.
Ceadaionn an NRL saotharlanna priobhaideach do
shaothru lonfhabhtl Taylorella equigenitalis, an t-
oibrean is cuis le CEM. Cuimsionn scéim cheadaithe
saotharlainne an CEM inilchtai cigireachta ar an lathair
agus triail innitlachta bliantdil, nach mér lena stadas a
choimead, agus ni mér go n-éireoidh le saotharlanna
iontu sin chun a bheith ceadaithe ag an NRL. Ta deich
gcinn de shaotharlanna priobhdideacha ceadaithe ag
an NRL i lathair na huaire. D’oibrigh an tsaotharlann sin
chun feabhas a chur ar chaighdean na tastala CEM i
saotharlanna priobhaideacha trina feidhmeanna NRL,
ach inidchadh, comhairle agus PTanna a sholathar do
na saotharlanna sin.

38

2016 2017 2018 2019
1 1 9 12

1 11 1 0

0 0 0 0

1 1 0 0

0 0 0 1

0 0 0 0

3 13 10 13
2016 2017 2018 2019
0 1 Cingal L- Atopuil 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0 3 0

17* 15 19 9

0 0 0 0

Faireachas agus Paiteolaiocht Dhiagndiseach
Solathraionn an Rannan Paiteolaiochta paiteolaiocht
dhiagndiseach, tacaiocht imscrudaitheach don NDCC
mar fhreagra ar ghalar amhrasta aicme A agus ar ghalar
ardtionchair aicme B, chomh maith le seirbhisi
faireachais do na tionscail talmhaiochta ainmhithe, le
tagairt faoi leith do na tionscail muc agus éanlaithe.
Solathraionn an rannan léirmhinid
histeapaiteolaiochta chéad tuairim agus dara tuairim
mar thacaiocht leis na feidhmeanna sin. Cuirtear
seirbhisi ar fail do ghniomhaireachtai eile freisin de réir
mar is ga (e.g. prétacal éin chreiche an NPWS).

| rith 2019, thainig ardd suntasach ar an lion scradu
iarbhais ar mhuca mar thoradh ar leathnt
spriocdhirithe ar scrdduithe iarbhais diagndiseacha ar
mhuca, rud a sholathair sonrai faireachas nios fearr
agus a chuir go gniomh leis an ngaol idir PVPanna muc
agus an Rannan Paiteolaiochta.
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Scruduithe larbhais Diagnéiseacha

SPEICEAS Scruduithe Conablachs
Mucdil 303
Eanil 230
Ainmhithe fiara 87
Caoirigh 23
Buaibheach 21
Eile* 77
lomlan 741

*broc, éin chreiche, sionnach & giorria

D’fhreastail an tSaotharlann Histeapaiteolaiochta ar na
riachtanais seirbhise don phrdiseail histeapaiteolaiochta
agus don imdhionacht histiceimice in 2019 do Sheirbhis
na Saotharlainne Tréidliachta agus do Rannain eile na
Roinne, amhail ERAD. Rinneadh préisedil sa Saotharlann
ar thart ar 20,000 sleamhnan sa bhliain 2019 le
modhanna caighdeanacha ruaimnithe agus le
teicniochtai speisialta ruaimnithe lena n-airitear an
histiceimic imdhionachta.

Tairgeadh Sleamhnan Histeapaiteolaiochta:

Ullmhi lomlanna  Sleamhnain  Sleamhnain lomlan na
slanchasanna sleamhnan H&E TBH&E sleamhnan
H&E HeEa  athghearrtha H&Ea
tairgeadh tairgeadh

4,572 14,113 959 4408 19,480

Micribhitheolaiocht Chlinicidil

Cuireann an tsaotharlann micribhitheolaiochta cliniciila
seirbhisi micribhitheolaiochta diagndiseacha ar fail do
sheomra iarbhais Bhacastuin, tugann tacaiocht do
RVLanna agus déanann éstail ar an tSaotharlann
Naisitinta Tagartha don CEM Cuireadh raon tastalacha
agus pacaisti tastala nios fearr ar fail in 2019, lena n-
airitear piblinte aonraioch clinicitil le haghaidh
faireachas AMR. Cuireadh tiopail agus tréithrid
baictéarach ar fail, chomh maith le soladthar MALDI-TOF
mar thacaiocht do na RVLanna.

Ar na tacaiochtai breise do shaotharlanna in 2019 bhi
prétacail tastala nios fearr agus caighdean SOPanna
saothran agus AST.
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Bithcheimic agus Tocsaineolaiocht

Déantar proifilid eiliminteach ar ainmhithe sa
tsaotharlann Bhithcheimice agus Tocsaineolaiochta
agus solathraitear an cumas diagndiseach chun
easnaimh eiliminti agus tocsaineachtai a chinneadh i
bhfiochain agus i bhfuil ainmhithe maidir le heiliminti
éagsula. Ceann de phriomhfheidhmeanna na
saotharlainne is ea tacaiocht dhiagndiseach a sholathar
maidir le tocsaineachtai amhrasta i dtréada agus
tacaiochtai d’imscruduithe idir-ghniomhaireachta ar
shldinte phoibli, slainte ainmhithe agus an comhshaol.
Chuir an tsaotharlann feabhas ar an seachadadh
seirbhisi in 2019 tri bhithin an dara ICP-MS (Plasma
Cuplailte go hlonduchtach - Mais-Speictriméadracht) a
chur sa tsaotharlann. Rinneadh anailis ar thart ar 1,438
sampla fiochdin agus fola in 2019 le haghaidh ceann
amhain n6 nios mé de na heiliminti seo a leanas ag
ICPMS - As, Cd, Co, Cu, Mn, Mo, Pb, Se. Ina theannta sin,
ta tds curtha le tabhairt isteach ndsanna imeachta
cailiochta agus taifid sa tsaotharlann, le stil agus
creidiind 1SO 17025 a bhaint amach.

Gniomhaiochtai:

An Grupa Saotharlainne Muc

Is gripa tras-rannain é seo laistigh de na saotharlanna
tréidliachta. Ar na réimsi ar tugadh aghaidh orthu in
2019 bhi feabhas a chur ar an gcéhort eolais ar
phaiteolaiocht na muc sa Roinn, acmhainn freagartha
nios fearr, lena n-diritear oilidint agus tastail
mhicribhitheolaiochta muc nios fearr maidir le pataigin
na muc.

An Gripa Saotharlainne Eanlaithe

Is gripa tras-rannain é seo laistigh de na saotharlanna
tréidliachta. Ar na réimsi ar tugadh aghaidh orthu in
2019 bhi tastalacha diagndiseacha ginearalta éanlaithe
nios fearr agus diagndis nios fearr sna hearnalacha
éagsula, straitéisi samplala saotharlainne maidir le viris
andlchasacha (e.g. vireas an ghalair Newcastle) agus
athbhreithnid ar imscriduithe ar ghalair ardtionchair
aicme B (rdig ILT i mi LUnasa).

Samplai d’Imscraduithe Galar:

Laraingeatraicéiteas Tégdlach Eanlaithe (ILT)
Deimhniodh ILT i laithredn cisil i gContae an Chabhain i
mi Lunasa. Chomhordaigh an Rannan Paiteolaiochta
imscradd ar laithredin a raibh nasc eipidéimeolaioch
eatarthu chun scaipeadh an ghalair a chur as an
aireamh. Rinne an Rannan Vireolaiochta seicheamh
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géine agus fuair fianaise nar scaip an raig agus gur
dhdcha gur thréithchineal fidin ba chuis Léi.

Botalas Buaibheach

In 2019, chabhraigh an Rannan Paiteolaiochta le naoi
raig amhrasta den Bhotalas Buaibheach a imscradu.
Aithniodh an tocsain Botalanam den chineal C/D arna
aithint ag ELISA in ainmhithe 6 shé thréad agus cuireadh
ar aghaidh chuig saotharlanna réigitinach tréidliachta
iad le haghaidh scrddu iarbhais. Bhi na tréada amhrasta
comhdhéanta de chuig thréad déiriochta, tri thréad bé
didil agus fiontar mairteola amhain. Ni mheastar gur baol
don slabhra bia é botalas buaibheach, arb é tocsain den
chineal C /D go hionduil é.

Galar Fuilreatha Coinini (RHD2) sa Ghiorria Eireannach
Dheimhnigh an Rannan go raibh RHD2 i ngiorriacha
Eireannacha in 2019 agus rinne sé athbhreithnii
histeapaiteolaiochta ar shamplai cartlainne giorria don
Ghalar Fuilreatha Coinini (RHD2) chun fianaise a chur
ar fail gur galar sach nua sa ghiorria é seo agus thug
tacaiocht do bhearta cosanta don speiceas ar an tsli
sin.

Tionscadail Taighde:

Abomasitis i Laonna: Ta athbhreithnid fairsing a
dhéanamh ar feadh na saotharlann faoi lathair ar
chésanna abomasitis i laonna sna blianta 2017, 2018
agus 2019. Is éard is cuspoir leis, sainmhiniu cais a
bheachtd, saintréithe a shannadh do na loit
chomhlana agus histeolaiocha agus paitigin ghaolmhar
a shainaithint. Tugadh cuairt ar ocht bhfeirmin 2019,
sa chas go raibh casanna oiriinacha curtha ar aghaidh
le haghaidh scradd iarbhais, chun faisnéis faoi
chleachtais ar na feirmeacha agus tosca riosca
féideartha a churi dtoll a chéile.

Géandmaiocht Mycobacterium bovis: Staidéar ar
ghéandmaiocht Mycobacterium bovis (2019) i
dtimpeallacht iléstach, i gcomhar leis an rannég TB
agus UCD.

Tionscadal ARREST:1 gcomhar le UCD, NUIG agus an
ranndg géandm iomlan sa Roinn, sholathair
micribhitheolaiocht chlinicidil an chuid saotharlainne
den mheasind micribhitheolaiochta ar chumas
bhogaigh thégtha chomhthaite (ICWanna) organaigh
frithsheasmhacha in aghaidh abhar frithmhicrébach a
bhaint as eisilteach feirme agus foinsi cathracha:
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Anailis ar ileiliminti a bhfuil tréchur ard acu a
bhailiochtd: Cuireadh tus le dha thionscadal taighde
comhoibriocha chun an réimse eilimini a leathnd
amach agus chun modhanna ileiliminti a bhfuil tréchur
ard acu san fhuil (Al, As, Cd, Cr, Co, Cu, Pb, Mn, Mo, Ni,
Se, Sn and I) agus i séiream/sreabhan suili (Ca, P, Na, K,
Fe, Zn, Mg) ocular fluid le ICP-MS agus le ICP-OES
(Plasma Cuplailte go hlonduchtach -
Speictreascdpacht Astaiochta Optuil) faoi seach.

Saotharlann um Rialu Slainte Phoibli
Tréidliachta

Ta an tSaotharlann Rialaitheach um Shldinte Phoibli
Tréidliachta (VPHRL) creiditnaithe ag an INAB do 1SO
17025:2005, le nios mé na 30 tastail anailiseach a
chlidaionn iarmhair, éilledin, anailis
mhicribhitheolaiochta agus seadeolaiochta facina
scoip i lathair na huaire.

Is i VPHRL an tSaotharlann Naisiinta Tagartha (NRL) do
6 grapa iarmhar (Oibredin fhritiordideacha,
Béiteagdnaithe, Cléraimfeineacdl agus Dapsén, Abhair
Fhrithbhaictéaracha lena n-airitear sulfénaimidi agus
cuineoldin, Carbadocs agus Duile Ceimiceacha)agus le
haghaidh E. coli agus Trichinella.

Cheadaigh an Coimisitin Eorpach dbhartha Plean
Naisitinta larmhar (NRP) na hEireann don bhliain 2019.
Cludaionn an tastail faoin NRL,18 gripa sainidil
iarmhar a thagann faoi tri chatagdir leathan:

B 4bhair choiscthe ar nés hormén fas-spreagthach
agus béite-agdnaithe,

B cogais tréidliachta ata ceadaithe,

H éilledin chomhshaoil.

Le linn na bliana 2019, tastaladh os cionn 9,000 sampla
de bhia de bhunUs ainmhi faoin NRP ag an VPHRL.
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Lion na samplai a tastaladh don NRP don bhliain 2019 briste sios de réir substaint, maitris agus cibé an
raibh siad faoi amhras né mar sprioc. C.Dox: Carbadocs, HM, Duil cheimiceach, CAP: Cléraimfeineacél,
Phen: Phenicols, Sulfas: Sulfénaimidi, Trb: Treanbé6lon

B Target

B suspect

Honey | Kidney| Milk |Muscle| Liver |Retina| Urine |Water |Urine |Water |Muscle [Honey |Milk Milk | Muscle [Muscle| Muscle| Urine

Antibiotics Beta-Agonists Thyrostats CAP  Sulfas  Trb

Lion samplai a tastaladh don NRP sa bhliain 2019 briste sios de réir substaint agus speiceas ainmhithe.
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Fuarthas 53,386 toradh aonair 6n 9,170 sampla NRP a
rinneadh anailis orthu. Bhi na torthai seo a leanas i
geeist:

B Tireastaitibhfual: 13 bé-ainmhi, 2 chaora agus 1
mhuc D’fhéadfadh baint a bheith aige le cothd.

B Antaibheathaigh i matan bé-ainmhi: Ocht sampla
de neamhchomhlionadh i measc ainmhithe
amhrasta: 2 Amoxicillin ag 82 agus 67 ppb, 1
Marbofloxacin ag>300 ppb, 1 Penicillin G ag >100
ppb, agus 4 Ocsaiteitriciglin: 2 ar leibhéal 217 agus
184 ppb agus 2 ar leibhéal >400 ppb.

B Antaibheathaigh i mbainne: Sampla spriocdhirithe
amhain inar aimsiodh 510 ppb de
Sulphamethazine. Sampla spriocdhirithe amhain
inar aimsiodh 430 ppb de Cloxacillin.

Luaidhe i matain: 2 fhia fhidin agus i 1 phiasun fhidin le
leibhéil arda a raibh baint acu le urchair miotail.

Micribhitheolaiocht

Cuireann an VPHRL tacaiocht saotharlainne ar fail do
rialdchdin allmhairithe agus don Chigireacht ata
bunaithe ag monarchana feola, ag cinntiu
comhliontacht le caighdedin naisilinta agus
idirndisiunta sabhailteachta agus slainteachais bhia. Sa
bhliain 2019, tégadh tuairim is 1,900 sampla oifigiuil
den fheoil agus de thairgi feola ag an bpointe
déantusaiochta agus ag ionaid imscrudaithe teorann
agus tastaladh iad do réimse paraiméadar
micribhitheolaiochta. As na samplai sin, bhi 10
dearfach do Salmonella (2 a fuarthas in éin a bhi
allmhairithe) agus 4 sampla do Listeria monocytogenes.

Sa bhliain 2019, lean an VPHRL le tastail a dhéanambh ar
chonablaigh mairteola agus gearrthéga feola do
Thocsain Shiga a mbionn baictéir E.coli mar thoradh air
chun tact le honnmhairit mairteola 6 Eirinn chuig
margai na Stat Aontaithe agus Cheanada, rinneadh
anailis ar 792 maipin ar chonablaigh, 41 sampla feola
cumaisc agus 3 shampla de
bhurgair/mionfheoil/mionmhairteoil. Ni raibh ceann ar
bith de na samplai a ndearnadh anailis orthu dearfach.
Déanann VPHRL anailis mhicribhitheolaiochta ar uisce
6 Oibreoiri Gnd Bia faoi Rialachan na Roinne a
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chuireann ceanglas orthu uisce 6il a Gséid ina gcuid
oibriochtai. Rinneadh 339 sampla oifigitil a thastail sa
bhliain 2019 do raon airionna fisiciceimiceacha agus
micribhitheolaiochta. As na samplai sin fuarthas
amach go raibh éillit micribhitheolaiochta de E. coli,
Colaioch, Faecal Enterococci agus/n6 Clostridium
perfringens i 13 sampla.

Sa bhreis air sin, tugann an VPHRL tacaiocht 6 thaobh
deimhnidchain fothairgi ainmhithe (ABP). Le linn na
bliana 2019, diriodh 690 sampla oifigitil ar an iomlan
de thairgi ABP (Bia peatai, Préitéin Ainmhithe
Prdiseailte, Geir, Geirdheascadh) do leibhéil
Enterobacteriaceae agus rinneadh seiceail ar 165
sampla 6 phlandai mdirinithe i gcomhair leibhéal E.
coli. Léirigh 7 bhaisc leibhéil thar cuimse.

Trichinella

Tugadh faoi thastail ar 3,294 sampla mucuil agus 240
sampla matan capaill sa bhliain 2019 mar chuid den
chlar monatdireachta oifigiuil, agus nior bhfuarthas
larbha Trichinella in aon cheann acu.

Saotharlanna na Roinne, Corcaigh

Cuireann Saotharlanna na Roinne i gCorcaigh, ata
lonnaithe ar Bhdthar na Modhfheirme, raon seirbhisi
anailiseach ar fail mar thacaiocht don earnail
agriabhia. Airitear ar na priomhréimsi tastala slainte
ainmhithe (galair eallaigh agus muc), sabhailteacht bia
and slainte plandai. Déantar an obair sin i gcomhar leis
na Rannain rialaithe abhartha agus priomh-rannain
saotharlainne na Roinne i mBacastun. Ta tréchur
samplach le haghaidh 2019 curtha san aireamh sa lion
iomlan do gach réimse (féach DSLanna ranndige,
Sldinte Plandai, Saotharlanna Tréidliachta). Anuas air
sin, ta tacaiocht anailiseach a solathar ag Saotharlann
Chorcai do Shldinte Ainmhithe Eireann mar chuid dé
gclair leantinacha (BVD, IBR agus JDS). D’éirigh leis an
tSaotharlann saoraid bhithbhainc a fhorbairt, le
tacaiocht 6 bhunachar sonrai cuimsitheach a
thabharfaidh deis samplai stérailte a Usaid le haghaidh
tuilleadh staidéir agus imscruduithe mas ga.
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SAOTHARLANNA TALMHAIOCHTA
Saotharlanna Eolaiochta Déiriochta (DSL)

Ta seirbhis na Saotharlainne Eolaiochta Déiriochta
comhdhéanta de thri shaotharlann até lonnaithe i
mBacastln, Corcaigh agus Luimneach. Cuireann siad seo
seirbhisi tastala micribhitheolaiochta agus ceimiceacha ar
fail go priomha do shamplai bainne/tairgi bainne a thogtar 6
oibreoiri gnélachta bia déiriochta den chuid is mé. Ta obair
na saotharlanna mar bhonn taca le deimhnid na dtairgi
déiriochta d’onnmbhairidi freisin. Déantar anailis freisin ar
thairgi Gra gairneoireachta ata réidh le hithe agus ar uisce.

Samplai 6 thaobh rialu oifigiuil -
Micribhitheolaiocht

Sa bhliain 2019, thug an tseirbhis Saotharlainne Eolaiochta
Déiriochta faoi thart ar 18,000 anailis mhicribhitheolaiochta
ar 11,167 sampla 6 bhunaiochtai proiseala bainne, 6
mhonarchana bainne leachtaigh agus 6 thairgeoiri san
earnail gairneoireachta chun monatdireacht a dhéanamh ar
chomhlionadh na reachtaiochta um shabhailteacht bhia,
uisce agus fo-thairgi ainmhithe. Mar thoradh air sin, eisiodh
na fégrai seo a leanas:

B 20 Fégra guaise don tSabhailteacht Bia

B 59 Neamhchomhlionadh an critéar um
Shlainteachas Prdisis

B 1 Neamhchombhlionadh an critéar Fosfataise/
Sarocsaiodaise

B 49 Tuarascail neamhchomhliontachta maidir le
samplai uisce

B 2 thuarascalacha neamhchomhliontachta maidir le
samplai d’fho-thairgi ainmhithe

B 4 Tuarascail neamhchomhliontachta maidir le
sampla on timpeallacht préiseala

Ta Corais Bhainistiochta Cailiochta i bhfeidhm ag na tri
shaotharlanna bunaithe ar chaighdean 1S017025 chun
freastal ar cheanglais Bhord Naisitinta na hEireann um
Chreidiund (INAB). Sa bhliain 2019, lean na saotharlanna le
cothabhail a dhéanamh ar agus ag cur lena scoip
creidiunaithe.

Bhain Bacasttn creiditini amach do dha mhodh tastala
breise agus d’aon sineadh scdipe amhain. |dteannaa
chéile, ta 70 creidiind maidir le modhanna tastala ag na tri
shaotharlanna ar fud an iliomad maitrisi.
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Tugadh faoi rannphairtiocht leantnach freisin i dtrialacha
idirshaotharlainne a bhi eagraithe ag Saotharlanna Tagartha
an Aontais Eorpaigh.

Samplai 6 thaobh rialu oifigiuil - Ceimic

Déanann na Saotharlanna Eolaiochta Déiriochta i
Luimneach agus i mBacastun stitradh ar anailis
chomhdhéanta ar thairgi déiriochta chun a dheimhnid go
bhfuil na ceanglais caighdeain lipéadaithe agus margaiochta
ata leagtha sios i Rialachan (EC) Uimh 1169/2011 agus
Rialachan 1308/2013 4 gcomhlionadh. Sa bhreis air sin,
tugtar faoi anailis i DSL Bhacastuin ar bhainne foirmle do
naionain agus ar bhainne foirmle leantach do naionain chun
a dheimhnit go bhfuil na paraiméadair chomhdhéanta ata
leagtha sios i dTreoir 2006/141 CE 4 gcomhlionadh.

Sa bhliain 2019, rinneadh anailis ar 647 sampla chun a
dheimhnit go raibh na ceanglais reachtaiochta AE ata
mionsonraithe thuas 4 gcomhlionadh. Tuairisceoidh 14
tuarascail neamhchomhliontachta maidir le hanailis
comhdhéanta.

An tSaotharlann Naisitunta Tagartha (NRL)

Sa bhliain 2019, lean Saotharlann Eolaiochta Déiriochta
Bhacastuin de bheith ag feidhmit mar an tSaotharlann
Naisitinta Tagartha (NRL) do Listeria monocytogenes,
stafalacocas téachtais-deimhneach staphylococci agus do
viris i mbia.

Solathraionn an NRL seirbhis tiopala méilini agus tréithrithe
maidir le haonraiocha Listeria monocytogenes 6
shaotharlanna eile in Eirinn le hanailis um sheicheamhd
géandim iomlain (WGS) agus PCR. In 2019, mhéadaigh an
NRL an Usaid a mbaintear as WGS agus baineadh amach
creidiinl 1SO 17025 don mhodh sin. Rinneadh WGS ar
Listeria monocytogenes agus ar Shiga-toxin E. coli (STEC).
Rinneadh anailis PCR ar 2,950 aonraioch L. monocytogenes
agus rinneadh tréithrid ar 249 agus WGS a Gsaid. Cuirtear an
fhaisnéis tiopala sin ar ais chuig na saotharlanna taiscthe
agus is féidir le hoibreoiri gndlachtai bia leas a bhaint astu
chun foinsi éillithe a riant agus chun a fhail amach an bhfuil
tréithchinedlacha buana in &itribh &irithe. Usdidtear freisin é
mar bhonn eolais do EFSA i gcasanna raigeanna bia-
jompartha idirnaisiunta.

Tugann an NRL faoi anailis freisin ar bhrath na
neintreatocsaini Stafalacocula sa bhia, agus is i an t-aon
saotharlann sa tir a chuireann an tseirbhis seo ar fail, tugtar
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faoi thiopail mhdilineach freisin chun a fhail amach an
bhfuil géinte in aonraigh CPS ata riachtanach chun
eintreatocsaini a thairgeadh agus sa bhliain 2019
rinneadh an anailis seo ar 21 aonraioch.

Lotnaidicidi, Sldinte Plandai, Abhar Beatha
agus Saotharlanna Tastala Sil

An tSaotharlann larmhair Lotnaidicidi

Is f an tSaotharlann larmhair Lotnaidicidi an
tSaotharlann NaisiGinta Tagartha chun iarmhair
lotnaidicidi i dtorthai agus glasrai, granbharra agus bia
ardsaille a bhrath agus ina gcleachtar modhanna
jarmhair aonair.

Sa bhliain 2019, thug an tSaotharlann larmhair
Lotnaidicide (PRL) faoin tastéil a bhi riachtanach faoin
gclar rialdchain iarmhar lotnaidicide ata
comhaontaithe faoi chonradh seirbhise na Roinne leis
an FSAI. Léiritear an céatadan de gach maitris né cineal
sampla sa phichairt a leanas (as na 1,601 sampla a
fuarthas lena dtastail in 2019).

Pesticide Residue Lab samples

D’fhonn éifeachtilacht a uasmhéadu, Gsaidtear
meascan de mhodhanna il-iarmhair agus iarmhair
aonair sa tsaotharlann. Tugtar thios an lion lotnaidicidi
da ndéantar anailis ar gach trachtearra. Ta creidiunu
ISO 17025 ag formhdr na meascan modhanna tastéla
agus maitrise sin (barrai glasa) ach ni chuimsitear go
hiomlan roinnt diobh fés i raon feidhme an
chreiditnaithe (barrai bui).

Number of analytes per method
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Fruitand Cereals Fats Milk Eggs Infant  Single
vegetables Formula Residue

Methods

Acc . Not Acc

Is achoimre é seo a leanas ar na samplai a ndearnadh
Sampla >MRL % > MRL
Torthai agus Glasrai 867 7 0.8
‘ Saill 325 0 0.0
Olai 10 0 0.0
Granaigh 83 8 9.62
Beatha 99! 0 0.0
Bainne 74 0 0.0
Uibheacha 30 0 0.0
Beatha paisti 72 0 0.0
Mil 19 0 0.0
Uisce 22 0 0.0
B FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 54%
7 rars 20% lomlan = 1,601 15 0.9
oILS 1%
CEREALS 5%
. FEED 6 1 - Rinneadh anailis le haghaidh PCBanna ar 70 sampla beatha mar mhodh
g scagtha do laithreacht dé-ocsaini agus sin amhain.
7 wmik 5%
2 - Fuarthas go raibh 5 chinn de na samplai gran bui a ndearnadh anailis orthu
. EGGS 2% mar chuid d’imscridu os cionn an MRL.
B &asvrooD 5%
‘. s , . ,
B Honey % Saraiodh an Leibhéal Uasta d’larmhair (MRL’'nna)

M| water 1% 44

d’iarmhair lotnaidicide sa bhia i 15 sampla a fuarthas in



Sampla
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Catagdir sampla

Samplaf paiteolaiochta planda
Samplai feithideolaiochta
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2019.
An tSaotharlann Foirmlitichain Lotnaidicide

Cuireann an tSaotharlann Foirmlidichdin Lotnaidicide
(PFL) an tacaiocht anailiseach ar fail ata riachtanach
chun cdiliocht na dtairgi cosanta plandai ar mhargadh
na hEireann a dhearbhd. Sa bhliain 2019, rinneadh
anailis ar 49 sampla de thairgi cosanta plandai chun a
sheicedil go raibh a gcomhdhéanamh ag comhlionadh
na sonraiochtai tairgi idaraithe. As na samplai a
rinneadh anailis orthu, ni raibh aon cheann nach raibh
de réir na sonraiochta.

Substaint Lasmuighden Tastalacha Lasmuigh den
Ghniomhach tSonraiocht ~ Fis/Ceim tSonraiocht
72 0 33 1

Slainte Plandai

Bacasttin:

Oibrionn an tSaotharlann Sldinte Plandai (PHL) go
dluth leis na Rannain Rialaithe sa réimse slainte
plandai ag cur seirbhis anailiseach agus saineolas ar
fail do lotnaidi agus galair plandai rialaithe faoin
Rialachan (AE) 2016/2031 agus Rialachan (AE)
2017/625.

Sa bhliain 2019, rinneadh anailis sa tsaotharlann ar na

Lion samplai a Lion Samplai a bhi

rinneadh anailis orthu dearfach d'organaigh
coraintin
848 185
24T1* 29

*Cuireadh 30 sampla ar aghaidh chuig saotharlann eile lena ndeimhnid

Rinneadh tastail le haghaidh os cionn 30 organach
coraintin laistigh de na figidiri samplai sin.

Is é an PHL an tSaotharlann Naisitnta Tagartha (NRL)
do na 6 Shaotharlann Eorpacha Tagartha (EURLanna)
comhfhreagracha a leanas:
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Feithidi agus fineoga

Baictéir,

Fungais agus timicéit,

Viris, vioréidigh agus fiteaplasma,
Néimeatoidi,

Slainte beach mheala,

Fuair an PHL an chéad chreiditnu faoi ISO 17025 in
2019, de réir mar a éilitear anois mar gheall go bhfuil
Slainte Plandai laistigh da raon feidhme faoin
Rialachan nua um Riald Oifigidil.

Corcaigh:

Rinne saotharlann Chorcaigh tastail ar 1,507 samplai
plandai do Erwinia amylovora (a bhionn mar chuis leis
an ngalar Smol Déite Rosaceae) agus 434 sampla pratai
do Clavibacter michiganensis sepedonicus agus
Ralstonia solanacearum (a bhionn mar chuis leis an
ngalar Lobhadh Fainneach Pratai agus le Donnlobhadh
Pratai). Sa bhreis air sin, rinne saotharlann Chorcaigh
foshamplail ar shamplai den Hymenoscyphus fraxineus
(a bhionn mar chuis leis an ngalar Chalara/Crionadh
Siar na Fuinseoige).

An tSaotharlann Abhar Beatha

Leis an tSaotharlann Abhar Beatha (FSL), solathraitear
saineolas agus anailis saotharlainne ar bhia ainmhithe
maidir le héillit 6 fheoil, min cnamh agus abhair
thoirmiscthe eile. Is FSL an tSaotharlann Naisitnta
Tagartha (NRL) atd ainmnithe chun an phroéitéin
ainmhithe a bhrath in dbhar beathaithe (NRL-AP).
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Sa bhliain 2019, rinneadh anailis sa tsaotharlann ar na samplai seo a leanas:

Cineal na hanailise

Lion samplai a rinneadh

anailis orthu
Laithreacht préitéin 326
proiseailte ainmhi (PAP)
(Rialachan (CE) Uimh.
51/2013 6n gCoimisiun).
Laithreacht abhar coiscthe 37
(Rialachan (CE) Uimh.
767/2009 6n gCoimisiun).
Idirshaotharlainne NRL agus 63

innidlachta i gcomhlionadh le
hAirteagal 12 agus le hAirteagal
33 de Rialachan (CE)

Uimh. 882/2004

*Gan fégairt mar bhia peataf

Fuair an tsaotharlann 13 sampla freisin de
chruithneacht agus d’eorna a bhi dirithe ar bheatha
ainmbhithe agus rinne an tsaotharlann tastala sil tastail
bhreise ar na samplai seo 6 thaobh neamhghlaine
luibheolaiochta de réir Rialachan 2002/32/AE.

Tugadh faoi rannphairtiocht leantnach freisin i
dtrialacha idirshaotharlainne a bhi eagraithe ag
Saotharlanna Tagartha (EURL) an Aontais Eorpaigh.
Bhain siad sin le trialacha micreascépachta agus
méilineacha le haghaidh ghnathmhaitrise abhar
beatha agus, den chéad uair, bia éisc ina raibh bia
feithidi trachtala. Bhi baint ag an tsaotharlann le
hathbhreithnit agus dréachtu ar an Rialachan
leasaithe (CE) Uimh. 51/2013 ANNEX Il én gCoimisidn i
gcombhar leis an lionra EURL-AP agus NRL.

Ta an tsaotharlann abhar beatha ina comhalta den IAG
- Comhlachas Idirndisitinta um Anailis ar Abhair
Bheatha, agus aistriodh aird an ghrdpa go dti
micreaphlaisteach i mbeatha sa bhliain 2019.
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Lion samplai a bhi
os cionn na teorann braite

*1

08

Ni bhaineann

Tionscadail agus Imscruduithe Speisialta:

“Imscradu ar an tionchar ata ag comhabhair bainne-
bhunaithe ar phréitéin ainmhi toirmiscthe i mbeatha a
bhrath. Bunaiodh an taighde ar iontaofacht an mhodha
cainniochtdil PCR chun beatha a scridu le haghaidh
ldithreacht DNA ainmhithe.”

Imscrudu ar bhloghanna matan feithidi.

Tastail Sil

Cuireann an tSaotharlann Tastala Sil (STL) seirbhis
tastala sil ar fail do Ranndin Rialaithe laistigh den
Roinn, do cheannaithe sil, d’fheirmeoiri, do shaothréiri
agus do phlandlanna foraoise. T4 creidiGind ag an
tsaotharlann én gCumann Idirnaisitinta don Tastail Sil
(ISTA). Ni mér don chuid is mé de na siolta
talmhaiochta agus gairneoireachta caighdedin iosta a
shasamh don phéacadh, do ghlaine anailiseach agus
d’abhair shiolta eile sula gcuirtear ar an margadh iad.

Cuireadh 7,874 tastail sil ar an iomlan i gcrich le linn na
bliana 2019 ar ghranaigh, féir, barra foraiste, ola-
shiolta, pisednaigh, glasrai, crainn, srl. Is € % an
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bhriseadh sios de réir cinedlacha tastala:
Cineal Tastala % de thastalacha sil ar an iomlan

Péacadh 60%
Glaine anailiseach 22%
Follaine sil 5%
Inmharthanacht sil (teatraséiliam) 6%
Combhairleach 7%

Cé go raibh caighdean maith ag siolta granbharr
geimhridh a baineadh in Eirinn i rith 2019 bhain
cailiocht nios éagsula leis an mbarr sil 6 ghranbharra
earraigh agus bhi leibhéil nios airde inmharthanachta
laghdaithe le feicedil san anailis.

Coimeadann an tSaotharlann Tastala Sil an Banc
Géinte Naisilnta i gcomhar leis an Rannan
Meastdireachta agus Deimhnitchain Bairr. Sa bhliain
2019, rannchuidigh an STL le clar athghinitina agus
tréithrithe ar ghranaigh oidhreachta agus ar speicis
gaolta fidin barr. Tugadh athghinidint eile chun criche
ar ghranaigh oidhreachta i dteach gloine STL i rith
mhionna an gheimhridh.

Lean an tSaotharlann Tastala Sili gcomhair leis an
Rannan Meastdireachta agus Deimhnitchain Bairr le
clar athghinitna bairr agus gaolta fidin bairr. Déanann
an tSaotharlann cothabhail ar Bhanc Géinte Naisilinta
Siolta Granaigh agus Gaolta Fidin Bairr. Leanadh leis
an athghinidint ar shiolta de chinealacha eorna
“oidhreachta” sa bhliain 2019 le suil agus trachtalu a
dhéanamh orthu in éineacht le clar tréithrithe do na
granaigh oidhreachta sin.

Saotharlanna Tréidliachta Réigiunach
(RVLanna)

Is lionra saotharlann diagndiseach tréidliachta
ildisciplineacha beag iad na Saotharlanna Tréidliachta
Réigilinacha. T4 siad lonnaithe ag Baile Atha Luain,
Bacastun, Corcaigh, Cill Chainnigh, Luimneach agus
Sligeach. Bunaiodh an lionra os cionn 50 bliain 6 shin
agus ta sé ar ti tosu ar na saoraidi a bunaiodh an trath
sin a athchdirid agus a athfhorbairt. Solathraitear
seirbhis imscrddaithe allamuigh agus seirbhis
diagndise tarchuir sna saotharlainne sin, lena n-airitear
scriduithe iarbhais do choimeéadaithe bia ainmhithe in
Eirinn, trina dtréidlia-chleachtdiri. Tarchuireann
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tréidlianna conablaigh le haghaidh scradu iarbhais nd
samplai le haghaidh tastail saotharlainne chun
diagndis a dhearbhd né a chinneadh, go hairithe i
gcasanna narbh fhéidir diagndis a dhéanamh orthu ar
fhorais chlinicitla, né go hairithe sa chas go bhfuiltear
in amhras galar andtchasach né galar nua a bheith ag
teacht chun cinn, né bagairt ar an slabhra bia. Téann
tréidlia-chleachtdiri i dteagmhail leis na RVLanna chun
casanna deacra a phlé leis na hoifigigh tréidliachta ar
dualgas ata in ann cabhr le plean diagndise a
cheapadh. D’fhéadfadh tarchur dbhair le haghaidh
scrudu iarbhais né saotharlainne a bheith i gceist leis
sin, n6 imscrddd allamuigh arna dhéanamh ag an RVL.

Chomh maith le cinamh a thabhairt maidir le teacht ar
dhiagndis agus ar chdiredil chui chun leas ainmhithe
agus éifeachtulacht tairgeachta a fheabhsu, cuirtear
céras réamhrabhaidh ar fail freisin leis an tseirbhis seo
chun bagairti ar an slabhra bia né galar nua né
andlchasach a bhrath, agus cumasaitear freagairt
thrathuil agus éifeachtach orthu. Solathraitear sonrai
faoi ghalair ainmhithe ag na torthai agus ag na sonrai
arna nginidint le Saotharlanna Tréidliachta
Réigiinacha na Roinne agus cuirtear na sonrai sin le
sonrai comhchosula arna nginitint le seirbhis den
chinedl céanna i dTuaisceart Eireann mar Thuarascail
Faireachais Uile-Oileanda ar Ghalair Ainmhithe. Idir na
Tuarascalacha Bliantdla, foilsitear an Veterinary Ireland
Journal tuarascail mhiosuil ina dtugtar achoimre le
léardidi ar bhuaicphointi agus ar thorthai
tabhachtacha. Foilsitear athbhreithnid raithidil ar
shonrai agus ar threochtai na RVLanna ar ldithrean
gréasain na Roinne faoi Fhaireachas ar Ghalair
Ainmbhithe ag
http://www.animalhealthsurveillance.agriculture.gov.ie/

Eisitear sonrai, torthai agus folairimh eile tri bhithin
tuarascalacha agus paipéir eolaiochta, postalacha ar
laithredin ghréasain agus ailt sa phreas tréidliachta
agus feirmeoireachta.

Solathraionn na RVLanna breis seirbhisi tacaiochta i
réimsi gaolmhara abhartha amhail clair dhiothaithe
galar na Roinne agus Shldinte Ainmhithe Eireann,
faireachais ar fhiadhulra, rannphairtiocht ar choisti
réigiinacha zéndise. Tugann na RVLanna rannchuidii
saineolach le Grapai Oibre Teicnitla AHI, agus le
Grlpai Saineolaithe na Roinne féin maidir le speicis
agus disciplin.



SEIRBHIS SAOTHARLAINNE

Ualach oibre na RVLanna - 2019
Scraduithe larbhais: Conablaigh 5,456
Scriduithe larbhéis: Féatais 2,244
Paiteolaiocht chlinicidil tarchurtha* 11,540

*Isionann “tarchurtha” agus direamh ar bhaisceanna samplai 6 fheirm né
teagmhas arna gcur ar aghaidh agus d’fhéadfadh sampla amhdin né cipla
céad sampla a bheith i gceist leo

Forbairt Straitéiseach ar an tSeirbhis
Saotharlainne

Rinneadh Athbhreithniu Straitéiseach ar
Shaotharlanna na Roinne sa bhliain 2016 mar chuid de
thiomantas na Roinne a chinntit go mbeidh ar
Saotharlanna in ann freastal ar riachtanais reatha na
heagraiochta agus ar na riachtanais sa todhchai, agus
ar riachtanais a pairtithe leasmhara seachtracha, an
phobail feirmeoireachta, an tionscail bhia agus na
sochai i gcoitinne. Rinneadh roinnt moltai sa tuarascail
sin maidir le athstruchturd, bainistit oibridichain agus
forbairt straitéiseach. Ta an clar athraithe casta sin
roinnte ina shraith tionscadal ar feadh na rannan
éagsuil sna saotharlanna, ag dirit ar:

Ceimic Bhia
Micribhitheolaiocht Bhia
Eolaiocht Plandai

Slainte Ainmhithe
Bainistiu Cailiochta
Saotharlanna Réigiiinacha
LIMS

Samplai a Fhail

Solathar agus Stoir
Pleanail Spas Oibre

Ta na tionscadail sin dirithe ar na Saotharlanna a éascu
chun éifeachtulacht oibritchain agus sarmhaitheas
eolaiochta nios mé a bhaint amach, fad a fhiosraitear
deiseanna chun sineirgi nios mé agus bainistil nios
éifeachtai ar a ngniomhaiochtai éagsdla.

Sa bhliain 2019, thug RSM Ireland tuarascail ar anailis
costais is tairbhe (CBA) chun criche maidir le roghanna
molta d’fhorbairt na Saotharlann Tréidliachta
Réiginach (RVLranna) amach anseo agus chuir an
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tuarascail faoi bhraid na Roinne. Ta machnamh
clUramach déanta ar na tatail agus ar na moltai sa CBA,
chomh maith leis an aiseola a fuarthas 6 phairtithe
leasmhara agus ta sin uile mar bhonn eolais do thogra
faoin tsli is fearr chun na RVLanna a athfhorbairt sna
blianta amach romhainn. Ina dhiaidh sin, d’fhégair an
Roinn mionsonrai faoi phlean deich mbliana a
cheadaigh an Rialtas maidir lena saotharlanna
réigiinacha a fhorbairt, go luath i mi Mhean Fémbhair.

Is éard a bheidh i gceist leis an bplean, athfhorbairt
chéimnithe agus infheistiocht iomlan réamh-mheasta
€33.5 mhilliun i gcaitheamh na ndeich mbliana go dti
deireadh 2028. Togfar saotharlanna nuai gCill
Chainnigh, i Sligeach, i gClige Mumhan (ar laithrean
idir Corcaigh agus Luimneach ata le roghn fés) agus i
mBaile Atha Luain. Forbréfar na saordidi a
shamhlaitear do Chlige Mumhan mar ionad barr
feabhais maidir le himscridd agus faireachas ar ghalair
in eallach déiriochta faoi dheireadh 2026.

Airitear ar roinnt de na garspriocanna tionscadail is
suntasai a baineadh amach sa bhliain 2019:

Ceapadh beirt Cheann Rannain nua do na rannain
Ceimic Bhia agus Micribhitheolaiocht Bhia. Ba é sin an
chéad chéim aistrithe i dtreo dha fhoireann Rannain
ildisciplineacha nua d’obair a bhaineann le
Sébhailteacht Bia. Tathar ag leandint den obair chun
tograi ar chumr limistéir oibre, réil, freagrachtai agus
linte tuairiscithe foirne a dhréachtd laistigh de na
Rannain nua sin.

Bunaiodh foireann tionscadail chun Céras Bainistithe
Faisnéise Saotharlainne nua (LIMS 2.0) a dhearadh, a
fhail agus a fhorbairt. Foilsiodh larraidh ar Fhaisnéis
(RFI) do sholathréiri LIMS ar eTenders mar an gcéad
chéim de dhianchleachtadh solathair.

Mar chuid de thiomantas leaninach a chinntit go
mbeidh na baill foirne uile ata lonnaithe i saotharlanna
ar an eolas faoin raon tionscadal agus gniomhaiochtai
gaolmhara eile ata ar siul faoi lathair i Saotharlanna na
Roinne, d’eagraigh an Oifig Bainistit Tionscadal “La
Oscailte” faisnéiseach ar éirigh thar cionn leis.
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An Plean Forbartha Tuaithe 2014-2020
(RDP)

Ta an Clar mar chuid den Chomhbheartas
Talmhaiochta (CAP) agus ta sé cdmhaoinithe ag Ciste
Eorpach Talmhaiochta um Fhorbairt Tuaithe an AE
(EAFRD) agus ag an statchiste naisitinta. Ghlac an
Coimisiun Eorpach go foirmidil le RDP 2014-2020 na
hEireann i mi na Bealtaine 2015, agus ta raon leathan
beart ann a thacaionn le hearnaileacha na
feirmeoireachta agus a thugann tacaiocht d’fhorbairt
aitidil faoi stidir an phobail.

Isionann tacaiocht an AE don RDP faoin EAFRD agus
€2.19 billin thar shaolré 7 mbliana an Chlair. Déanfar
forlionadh ar an maoinit AE tri mhaoinit Statchiste,
chun tacaiocht thart ar €4.146 bhillitin a chur ar fail ar
an iomlan faoin RDP. T4 bearta an RDP ceaptha freastal
ar na tri phriomhchuspéir do mhaoinit RDP a leagtar
amach i reachtaiocht an AE:

Cur le hiomaiochas na hearnala agriabhia;

Bainistil nios inbhuanaithe ar acmhainni naddrtha a
bhaint amach, agus,

Forbairt nios cothromaithe ar cheantair agus
gheilleagracha tuaithe a chinntid.

Ta scéimeanna go léir an RDP ag feidhmil go hiomlan.
Sa bhliain 2018, rinneadh lion leasuithe ar an gclar. Go

P B e
7| Rialtas na hEireann

[y Government of Ireland

57% of RDP funds
spent by 2018
RDP is estimated to have an
output multiplier of 1.42
GLAS expenditure W W
2015-2018 was
€500 million 65% of beneficiaries surveyed

indicated GLAS helped increase
biodiversity of farms

_‘_ 94,000 farmers supported
by 2018 in areas facing
natural constraints (ANC'’s) .

Il N

88% of public agreed RDP
assisted in fostering
innovation

ANC allowed the continuation of
farming and enhanced landscapes

57

23 EIP groups were
supported in 2018

Rural Development Programme (RDP)- Mid-term Evaluation

Almost 60% of beneficiaries believed

sonrach, ceadaiodh €25 millidin breise do Scéim na
Limistéar faoi Shrianta Nadurtha (ANC). Cuireadh
athruithe ar ghniomhartha GLAS (an scéim agra-
chomhshaoil) le haghaidh a thabhairt ar ghanntanas
fodair a bhi mar thoradh ar an drochaimsir. Chuir an
Scéim um Fheirmeoireacht Organach failte roimh 60
iarratasoir nua sa Scéim in 2019.

Té feidhmiocht an-mhaith ag Eirinn 6 thaobh an Clar
Forbartha Tuaithe a chur i bhfeidhm. Rinne Eire 79%
de mhaoinil AE a tharraingt anuas sa tréimhse 2014-
2019, an dara rata ab airde san AE i gcomparaid le
meanrata 58% san AE. Ta an Clar ag oibrit go hiomlan
agus ta formhor mér na mbeart/scéimeanna a reachtail
ar leibhéal optamach; bunaithe ar réamh-
mheastachain reatha, tathar ag suil go dtarraingeofar
anuas an maoiniu AE uile faoi dheireadh an Chlair.

Rinne Indecon International Economic Consultants
meastoireacht l[arthéarmach ar an gclar sa bhliain
2019. Ta an tuarascail iomlan sin le fail ar [dithrean
gréasain na Roinne. Tugadh tionchar dearfach an Chlair
ar an ngeilleagar tuaithe ar aird sa tuarascail, tugadh
aitheantas da rél 6 thaobh tacu le fostaiocht tuaithe,
iomaiochas a fheabhsu, an tirdhreach tuaithe a
chothabhail agus tacu le gniomhartha dearfacha don
aeraid agus don chomhshaol.

An Roinn Tabmhaischt,
Bla agus Mara
Department of Agricalrure,
Tisid ani the Masine

A
Landscape value
- 1’-' Q , generated by RDP
H ~ €285 million per

RDP results in 4,881 annum

jobs nationwide

=

75% of beneficiaries indicated that
GLAS helped with the maintenance
of hedgerows, walls and ditches

90% of beneficiaries

believe TAMS contributed

to the modernisation
RDP funded on farm investment, of farms

increasing productivity by 5-6%
and output by 6-7%

Largest number of GLAS
beneficiaries are on the
Western seaboard

/HyH\H\
77% of LEADER beneficiaries
believe their LEADER project
would not have happened
without LEADER funding

Most LEADER projects in North-West
and South-West regions



FEIRMEOIREACHT INBHUANAITHE A CHUR CHUN CINN

Lionra Naisiunta Tuaithe (NRN)

Is riachtanas reachtuil AE é NRN a bhund mar chuid de
Chlar Forbartha Tuaithe na hEireann agus maoinitear é
trid an mbuiséad clinamh teicniil. Is é Nasc Tuaithe na
hEireann, i gcomhar le The Wheel, Ollscoil na hEireann
Gaillimh agus Philip Farrelly and Co., an tAonad
Tacaiochta Lionra a oibrionn an NRN. Is é rol an NRN:

B Rannphairtiocht pairtithe leasmhara i
bhforfheidhmiud an Chlair Forbartha Tuaithe a
mhéadu;

B Feabhas a chur ar chéiliocht fhorfheidhmit an
Chlair Forbartha Tuaithe;

B An pobali gcoitinne agus tairbhithe ionchasacha a
chur ar an eolas faoin mbeartas forbartha tuaithe
agus faoi dheiseanna maoinithe;

B Nualaiocht a chothu i dtalmhaiocht, i dtairgeadh
bia, i bhforaoiseacht agus i gceantair thuaithe.

e
nd
National Rural Network

Combhoibrionn an NRN leis an nGréasan Eorpach um
Fhorbairt Tuaithe (ENRD) tri bheith rannphairteach ag
cruinnithe agus malartuithe ar leibhéal AE, samplai de
thionscadail, dea-chleachtas agus faisnéis a sholathar
do staidreamh lionra, agus tri bhithin go leor
rannphairtiocht eile. Féachtar ar ghné Eorpach an
lionra mar ghné a chuireann priomhdheiseanna agus
samplai dea-chleachtais ar fail maidir le forbairt agus
nudlaiocht tuaithe a d’fhéadfai a scrddd agus a
mhacasamhli i gcomhthéacs na hEireann. Ta tuilleadh
mionsonrai faoi obair an da lionra, lena n-airitear cas-
staidéir, taighde, lionrai, nuachtlitreacha, le fail ar
laithreain ghréasain an NRN agus an ENRD.

An Scéim Ghlas ar Bheagan Carboin do
Chomhshaol na Talmhaiochta

Ceadaiodh os cionn 50,000 rannphairti isteach i nGLAS
faoi GLAS 1, 2 agus 3. Saraiodh an spriocleibhéal
rannphairtiochta a bhi leagtha sios sa Chlar Forbartha
Tuaithe (RDP) i bhfad chun cinn ar an sprioc. Cuireann
GLAS tacaiocht ar fail d’fheirmeoiri até dirithe ar
ghniomhartha a spreagadh a chuireann an
bhithéagsulacht chun cinn, a thugann cosaint don
chailiocht uisce agus a théann i ngleic le hathrd
aeraide. Ta raon ata os cionn 30 gniomh ar fail faoi
GLAS agus is féidir le rannphairtithe iad a roghn( i
gcombhairle lena gCombhairleoir. Isionann an t-
uasiocaiocht bliantuil ata ar fail do rannphairtithe faoin
scéim clig bliana seo agus €5,000 faoin scéim
ginearalta le fordil d’iocaiocht suas go dti €7,000 (ar a
dtugtar GLAS+) nuair a éilitear ar an rannphairti
tiomantais comhshaoil eisceachtula a thabhairt i lion
teoranta casanna. Eisiodh os cionn €797 milliin do
rannphairtithe GLAS go dti seo.

Scéimeanna Spriocdhirithe Nuachéirithe
Talmhaiochta (TAMS)

Osclaiodh sraith bearta TAMS Il faoin RDP sa bhliain
2015 agus ta siad oscailte fos ar bhonn trainse ar
thrainse. Rinneadh iocaiochtai ar feadh na bliana 2019
de réir mar a tugadh oibreacha ceadaithe chun criche
agus ar cuireadh éileamh iocaiochtai faoi bhraid ar an
gcdras ar line. Airitear ar na bearta at4 ar fail faoi TAMS:

B An Scéim Infheistiochta Caipitil d’Fheirmeoiri Oga
B An Scéim um Threalamh Leata Sciodair Astaiochtai
isle

An Scéim um Leas Ainmhithe, Sabhailteachta agus
Stérail Cothaitheach

An Scéim um Threalamh Déiriochta

An Scéim Infheistiochta Muc agus Eanlaithe

An Scéim um Infheistiocht Chaipitil Organach
Osclaiodh an Scéim um Infheistiocht Caipitil
Curaiochta i mi an Mharta 2017.

Eisiodh iocaiochtai de €76.5 millitin sa bhliain 2019.
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Scéimeanna faoi stiuir aitiuil

Cuireann na scéimeanna seo réitigh aitiula chun cinni
leith saincheisteanna sonracha comhshaoil a dhéanann
comhland ar an mbeart GLAS ag a bhfuil réimse nios
leithne faoi RDP 2014-2020.

Ta Clar Bhoirne ina scéim bhunaithe comhshaoil
talmhaiochta cuig bliana le 328 rannphairti. Féachtar go
leathan ar Chlar Bhoirne mar thagarmharc don
fheirmeoireacht ata dirithe ar an gcomhshaol san Eoraip.
Cuimsitear ann bainistiti gnathdg bunaithe ar thorthai
agus oibreacha laithredin infheistiochta caipitil
neamhthairgiila.

Is iad priomhchuspdiri an Chlair:

B Bainistit talmhaiochta inbhuanaithe na talin
feirme a bhfuil luach ard acu é thaobh an dulra dei
mBoirinn a chinntid;

B Rannchuidit le bainistit dearfach thirdhreach
Bhoirne agus a oidhreacht chultuir;

B Rannchuidiu le feabhsichain ar chéiliocht an uisce
agus ar éifeachtulacht 6 thaobh Gséid an uisce.

Sa bhliain 2019, eisiodh thart €1.36 millitin in iocaiochtai
d’fheirmeoiri.

Seoladh Clar Chroman na gCearc sa bhliain 2017 agus
mairfidh sé ar feadh cuig bliana. Dirionn sé go priomha ar
fheirmeoiri ata ag bainistii na ngnathdg i sé SPA Chroman
na gCearc. Ta 1,524 feirmeoir glactha isteach sa Chlar faoi
lathair.

Ba bhliain an-mhaith a bhi sa bhliain 2019 do chromain
na gcearc - thog an 56 péire a bhi deimhnithe sna SPAnna
81 sicin ar a laghad. Ba é sin an lion is m6 le 14 bliain. |
gCiarrai is mé a rinneadh dul chun cinn ait ar lig aon
phéire amhain amach cuig shicin, rud nar tharla cheana.

Forbraiodh Raiteas ar Mhodh Cosanta Neadacha faoin
gclar lena chinntit go leanfaidh gniomhaiochtai an treoir
dli, leasa agus fiadhulra go léir agus go gcloifidh siad le
dea-chleachtas. Oibrionn na hOifigigh Cosanta Neadacha
ata ar conradh faoin gClar le ceadinu én tSeirbhis
Pairceanna Naisiiinta agus Fiadhdlra agus i gcomhréir le
Raiteas ceadaithe ar Mhodh Cosanta Neadacha.

Forbraiodh roinnt scéimeanna nualaiochta faoin gclar
freisin, ina measc:
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Duli nGleic le hEasnaimh Chothaithe in Innilt Eallaigh
Ardtalaimh

Chuaigh an Tionscadal Chroman na gCearc i
gcomhphairtiocht le Dawn Meats agus le Devenish
Nutrition chun teicnici nua a fhorbairt agus a thaispeaint
maidir le duli ngleic le heasnaimh chothaithe in innilt
eallaigh ardtalaimh agus chun uirlisi a thabhairt
d’fheirmeoiri chun tionchar a imirt ar iompar innilte
ainmhithe agus ar phatrdin Usaide foraiste.

Athléimneacht in aghaidh Fhalscaithe

I ndiaidh na droch-fhalscaithe ar Shliabh Bladhma in 2018,
rinne Tionscadal Chroman na gCearc idirchaidreamh le
seirbhisi aititla dditedin chun plean a chur le chéile do na
hoibriochtai comhraic déitedin sna limistéir SPA. Bhi
tairgitlacht fhoriomlan Chroman na gCearc ar Shliabh
Bladhma nios |0 go suntasach i gcomparaid leis an mbliain
roimhe. Sa bhliain 2018, chuaigh 16 shicin chun aibiochta
ach thit an lion sin go dti 5 sa bhliain 2019. Ba léirili é sin ar
laghdd tromchuiseach ar cheann de na limistéir ba thairgidl
sa lionra SPAnna. Da dtarlddh falscai den sért sin aris,
bheadh baol tromchuiseach do chuspdiri Thionscadail
Chroman na gCearc. D’fhreastail an Bainisteoir Tionscadal
ar Sheiminear ar na Ceachtanna a Foghlaimiodh ¢
Fhalscaithe.

Gniomhartha Aitiiila

Leis an gciste seo, tugtar tacaiocht do ghniomhartha nach
iocaiochtai riarachdin leis an bhfoireann né focaiochtai le
feirmeoiri iad agus ni fhéadfai iad a sholathar tri bhithin
phlean feirme aonair. Airitear ann oifigigh cosanta
neadacha a fhostaitear do mhionna an tsamhraidh de
ghnath, foireann monatdireachta éan a dhéanann seiceail
ar shlainte na neadacha i ndiaidh shéasur an ghoir,
trialacha agus clair phioldtacha allamuigh a Gsaidtear
chun gniomhartha féideartha a thastail.

Airitear ar an gciste seo freisin Deontais um Ghniomh
Aititil, arb éard ata iontu micridheontais até oscailte
d’fheirmeoiri, scoileanna, clubanna, gripai pobail agus
eile. Is cuid de chur chuige croi agus aigne é an maoini
sin, a léirionn gur acmhainn aitidil é Croman na gCearc
agus go bhfuil meas ag an bpobal uile ar a luach.

Ambhail dheireadh mhi na Nollag 2019 bhi os cionn €4.6
mhillidn eisithe chuig feirmeoiri agus €223,000 eile
ioctha tri bhithin gniomhartha aitidla.
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Siniodh conradh idir Tionscadal na nDiuilicini Péarla
agus an Roinn in 2018 agus reachtalfar an tionscadal go
dti mi na Nollag 2023. An tAire Talmhaiochta, Michael
Creed, a sheol an Clar go hoifigitil in Dha Dhrom an 29
Marta 2019. Is 21,405ha an t-achar iomlan talamh
feirme faoi chonradh sa Chlar, is é sin 53% den talamh
feirme ar feadh na ndobharcheantar uile.

An aidhm ata leis an gclar deonach seo, clar agra-
chomhshaoil a bheidh bunaithe ar thorthai a fhorbairt
d’fhonn cémhaireachtail fhadtéarmach a chinntid idir
na daonrai ditilicini péarla fionnuisce agus an
fheirmeoireacht sna hocht ndobharcheantar didilicini
péarla fionnuisce is tdbhachtai in Eirinn. Agus an
tionscadal & dhearadh, ba ghné thabhachtach a bhii
gcomhairlidchan le huinéiri taldn i ngach
dobharcheantar. Thug sin spreagadh do phairtithe
leasmhara glacadh leis an tionscadal agus chinntigh sé
gur cuimsiodh saineolas, comhairle agus abhair imni
na bhfeirmeoiri sna sprioc-dhobharcheantair sa Chlar
ag céim luath den phroiseas.

Agus clar an tionscadail a fhorbairt, glacadh le roinnt
bunghnéithe, chun na ddshléin arna solathar ag an
sprioc-speiceas uisceach a shard agus lena chinntil go
mbeadh dreasacht chui ag na feirmeoiri
rannphairteacha:

B Baintear Usdid as cailiocht na ngnathdg talin mar
thascaire torthai faoi réir ag coigeartl i ndaidh
‘measunu ar an bhfeirm uile’

B Dirionn an ‘measunu ar an bhfeirm uile’ ar riocht an
tsruthchursa agus ar bhainistit cothaitheach agus
clés feirme. Bionn tionchar ag toradh an
mheasunaithe ar an iocaiocht dheiridh agus is
dreasacht ollmhér é sin chun an sruthchursa agus
bainistit cothaitheach agus clés feirme a fheabhsu.

B ioctar na ratai iocaiochtai is airde i leith plotai a
fhaigheann scér iseal. Tugann an cur chuige sin
dreasacht d’fheirmeoiri feabhas a chur ar bhainistiu
na bplotai da gcuid a fhaigheann an scér is isle.

B Corpraitear iocaiocht thuilemha chun léirid a
thabhairt ar thabhacht na ngnéithe sin 6 thaobh an
ditilicin péarla fionnuisce a chaomhnd.

B Bainistiu clés feirme. Bionn tionchar ag toradh an
mheasUnaithe ar an focaiocht dheiridh agus mar sin
is dreasacht ollmhér é chun feabhas a chur ar
bhainistit sruthchursa, clés feirme agus
cothaitheach.
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M joctar na ratai iocaiochtai is airde i leith plotai a
fhaigheann scér iseal. Tugann an cur chuige sin
dreasacht d’fheirmeoiri feabhas a chur ar bhainistit
na bplotai da gcuid a fhaigheann an scér s isle.

B Corpraitear iocaiocht thuilemha chun léirit a
thabhairt ar thabhacht na ngnéithe sin 6 thaobh an
didilicin péarla fionnuisce a chaomhnd.

Maidir le monatdireacht chomhshaoil i rith na chéad
bliana den Chlar, diriodh ar thacar sonrai bunline laidir
a fhorbairt maidir le gnathdga feirme agus
sruthchursai. Rinne an fhoireann PMP suirbhé ar chion
mor feirmeacha i rith an tséasuir ghoirt le suil agus
bunline agus bonn eolais a fhorbairt don fhiord scér
maidir leis na sonrai 4 gcur ar aghaidh ag comhairleoiri.
Chuir an PMP mapail agus tréithrii mionsonraithe ar
fail maidir le gach sruthchdrsa ar fheirmeacha
rannphairteacha.

Ta liosta fairsing foilseachan curtha le chéile ag an
bhfoireann PMP, agus is féidir é a fheicedil ar laithrean
gréasain an tionscadail agus é a foslodail.

Sa bhliain 2019, glacadh 342 feirmeoir isteach sa
tionscadal agus tathar ag suil go ndéanfar breis
tairiscinti ar chonarthai in 2020. Amhail dheireadh mhi
na Nollag 2019, eisiodh os cionn €664,000
d’fheirmeoiri.

Déanann tionscnamh na Comhphairtiochta
Nualaiochta Eorpaigh (EIP) maoinit ar chomhoibrit
idir geallsealbhdiri, lena n-airitear, feirmeoiri, lucht
taighde, comhairleoiri agus gndlachtai a dhéanann
suas an Grupa Oibriocha, le réitigh nuélacha ar
dhushlain airithe a aithint.

Forbraiodh é chun freagra a thabhairt ar dhishlain ar
leibhéal aitiuil tri bhithin cuir chuige nualacha ar
shaincheisteanna comhshaoil a spreagadh agus a
fhorbairt.

Ceann de na gnéithe tdbhachtacha a bhaineann leis an
tionscnamh EIP iomlan is ea a shuiomh sa phobal
aititil agus chun nudlaiocht a spreagadh ar leibhéal
aitidgil. Is cuid larnach den phréiseas iad na feirmeoiri
agus tagann siad le chéile le lucht taighde, eolaithe
agus comhairleoiri i nGripai Oibriocha chun aghaidh a
thabhairt ar shaincheist chomhshaoil aitidil irithe.
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Ni bheidh tairbhe na EIPanna sin go |éir teoranta da
geuid réigiun amhain - déanfaidh na EIPanna tastail ar
smaointe agus ar chleachtais is féidir a scaipeadh ar
fheirmeoiri eile agus a chuirfidh ar a gcumas
tairgitlacht agus éifeachtilacht acmhainni a fheabhsd
agus cleachtais feirmeoireachta a dhéanamh nios
inbhuanaithe.

Cuireadh ciste €24 millitn ar leataobh lena
leithdhaileadh ar thionscadail EIP a bhi roghnaithe 6
dha ghairm oscailte. Fuair an Roinn os cionn 170 togra
tionscadail agus roghnaiodh 12 thogra 6n gcéad ghlao
agus 9 dtionscnamh 6n dara glao lena gcur i bhfeidhm.
Cuimsitear raon leathan abharsnationscadail sin lena
n-airitear tairgeadh organach, pailneoiri, cailiocht
uisce, bainistiu tuilte, bithéagsulachta, ithreacha agus
feirmeoireacht i dtirdhreach seandélaiochta agus
diriGiar bhithmhais talmhaiochta nach n-dsaidtear.

Tri bhithin an 21 tionscadal roghnaithe, ta spéis an-
mhdr sa Tionscnamh EIP ar fud na hEireann 6 thaobh
na féidearthachtai a sholathraitear leis. Is léirili é
éagsulacht na dtionscadal ar thiomantas daoine as
gach cearn den tir maidir le haghaidh a thabhairt ar na
dushlain san earnail agriabhia, dirid an athuair ar an
mbithéagsulacht agus déiledil leis an athri aeraide.

Sa bhliain 2019, i gcomhar leis an Lionra Naisiinta
Tuaithe, dearadhagus tairgeadh leabhran postaeir agus
bunachair sonrai idirghniomhaioch EIP-AGRI . Leagtar
amach sa leabhran seo gniomhaiochtai agus culra gach
tionscadail rathdil EIP-AGRI.

Amhail dheireadh mhi na Nollag 2019, eisiodh os cionn
€207,000 in iocaiochtai le feirmeoiri.

Scéim na bhFoirgneamh Feirme
Traidisiunta

Déanann an Chomhairle Oidhreachta an Scéim
Deontais Foirgnimh Feirme Traidisiiinta GLAS a riaradh
chun caomhn agus dheisit a dhéanambh foirgnimh
traidisitinta feirme agus ar struchtdir ghaolmhara eile
thar ceann na Roinne Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara. Ta
sé mar phriomhchuspair leis an scéim seo a chinntit go
ndéantar caomhnu ar mhaithe le hiséid talmhaiochta
ar na foirgnimh traidisiiinta feirme seo agus ar
struchtdir ghaolmhara eile a chuireann le saintréith an
tirdhreacha agus lena mbaineann luach ard
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oidhreachta. Sa bhliain 2019, eisiodh iocaiochtai de
€1.136 milliun ar 76 iarratasdir le tabhairt faoi
oibreacha ar na struchtdir seo.

Seicealacha Tras-Chomhlionta

Ceanglaionn tras-chomhlionadh an AE ar fheirmeoiri
cloi le 13 Cheanglas Bainistiochta Reachtula
(SMR’anna) agus le 7 gcaighdean um Dhea-Riocht
Talmhaiochta agus Comhshaoil (GAEC), a bhaineann le:

B Combhshaol, athr( aerdide agus dea-riocht
talmhaiochta na talin

B Sléinte phoibli, ainmhithe agus plandai

B Leasainmhithe

B Dea-choinniollacha talmhaiochta agus comhshaoil

Déantar monatdireacht ar na ceanglais sin tri
imscraduithe éigeantacha ar thimpeall 1-3%
d’fheirmeacha go bliantuil, agus is bealach éifeachtach
ata ann chun cosaint a thabhairt don chomhshaol agus
chun a chinntit go gcomhlionann feirmeoiri réimse
leathan rialachan earrai poibli a bhaineann le bia agus
le leas ainmhithe. Sa bhliain 2019, tugadh faoi 1,410
imscradd Tras-Chombhlionta lomlan agus faoi 4,915
imscradd Sainaitheantais agus Clardchan Ainmhithe i
ndail leis an riachtanas 1%-3% a bhaineann le
himsrdduithe Tras-Chomhliontachta.

iocaiochtai Direacha

In 2019, iocadh os cionn €1,162 millitin le beagnach
122,000 feirmeoir faoin Scéim um focaiocht Bunisach
2019 agus iocadh breis is €241 milliin le 96,600
iarratasoir faoi Scéim Limistéir Srianta Nadurtha na
bliana 2019. Rinneadh na hiocaiochtai direacha sin le
feirmeoiri sa bhliain 2019 laistigh de na spriocanna
solathartha seirbhise na Cairte le haghaidh Feirmeoiri
agus faoin bPlean Gniomhaiochta. Leanadh le
hiocaiochtai Scéim na bliana 2019 in 2020.

An Clar um Shonrai agus Géanémaiochta
Mairteola (BDGP)

Ceadaiodh an Clar um Shonrai agus Géandmaiocht
Mhairteola (BDGP) mar scéim agra-chomhshaoil faocin
gClar Forbartha Tuaithe. Seoladh an clar i mi Aibrean
2015. Rinneadh maoinit de €300m a leithdhaileadh
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don chlér a bheidh ar sitl ar feadh 6 bliana 6n mbliain
2015. Sa bhliain 2017, seoladh BDGP Il leis an tréimhse
62017 - 2022 a chlddach.

Tathar ag suil tri Usaid na géinitiopala agus tri bhailid
sonrai go mbeidh sé nios éasca ar fheirmeoiri na
bpértha is fearr a aithint lena mbeidh ar a gcumas
ainmhithe ionaid a aimsil agus mar thoradh air sin go
mbeidh ainmhithe le caighdean nios airde ar fail as a
dtiocfaidh isliti ar astaiochtai dn earnail talmhaiochta
in Eirinn.

Don bhliain 2019, lean 24,011 feirmeoir lena
rannphairtiocht i BDGP | agus II. Eisiodh iocaiocht arbh
jonann iad agus €38.2 millitin ar 21,361 rannphairti i mi
na Nollag 2019 maidir le scéim na bliana 2019. Leanfar
le hiocaiochtai de réir mar a chailionn tréada.

Foilsiodh Athbhreithnil Caiteachais ar an BDGP freisin i
mi 1Gil 2019 (https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/5915ad-
spending-review/), ina bhfuarthas go raibh na luath-
thascairi maidir le feidhmiocht tairgitlachta agus
comhshaoil dearfach agus go gcuirfeadh bailid sonrai
go mér le cumas na hearnéla dul chun feabhais go
fadtéarmach.
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An Clar um Aistriu Eolais

Ta forail i gClar Forbartha Tuaithe na hEireann do chlar
um Aistriti Eolais, a fhaigheann eolas ¢ thaithi le grapai
diospéireachta roimhe seo, lena n-airitear an Clar um
Ghlacadh le Teicneolaiocht Mhairteola (BTAP).
Aistriodh an Clar tri bliana, a cuireadh tus leis sa bhliain
2016 agus a tugadh chun criche sa bhliain 2019, 6 chur
chuige tascbhunaithe na scéimeanna roimhe seo agus
dhirigh ar thosaiochtai priomhbheartais, lena n-airitear
brabusacht, inbhuanaitheacht na timpeallachta,
poruchain agus slainte tréada. Rinneadh comhlanu ar
an rannphairtiocht duine le duine idir éascaitheoir KT
agus an feirmeoir tri dhiospdireacht gripa agus ag
comhroinnt taithi agus eolais idir rannphairtithe.

Bhi thart ar 18,000 feirmeoir rannphairteach i mBliain a
Tri den Chlar agus d’fhreastail siad ar chruinnithe agus
chuir siad Plean FeabhsUlchdin Feirme le chéile i
gcomhar lena nEascaitheoir Eolais Ceadaithe. Airiodh
sa Phlean Feabhsuchain Feirme seo, Bearta Slainte
Ainmhithe ata curtha i gcrich i gcomhair le tréidlia
priobhaideach ceadaithe. Tugadh Bliain a Tri den
Scéim chun criche ag deireadh mhi 10il 2019. Tathar ag
leandint le hiocaiocht agus eisiodh thart ar €12.7
millidn ar rannphairtithe ar fud na sé earnail Aistrithe
Eolais go léir agus eisiodh €9.5 millitin d’Eascaitheoiri
sa bhliain 2019.



SEIRBHIS DO CHUSTAIMEIRI

Taispeantar sa tabla thios, an dul chun cinn a baineadh amach ar na spriocanna ata sonraithe sa Phlean
Gniomhaiochta um Sheirbhis do Chustaiméiri. Ni mér, chun na spriocanna seachadta seirbhise a bhaint amach, go

mbeidh ceanglais na scéime i gceart agus go mbeidh doiciméadacht ar fail.

Feidhmiocht maidir le Spriocanna Solathair Seirbhise do Chustaiméiri 2019

SEIRBHIS SPRIOC-AM SEACHADTA FEIDHMIOCHT 2019

Scéim na hiocafochta Buntsaf

Limistéir faoi Shrianta Naddrtha

An Clar um Shonrai agus
Ghéandmaiocht Mhairteola

TAMS

Foralann Rialachain AE nach mor
iocaiochtai a dhéanamh uair amhain
in aghaidh na bliana laistigh den
tréimhse 1 Nollaig go 30 Meitheamh
don bhliain dar gcionn. Cheadaigh
rialachdin AE freisin, afach,
réamhiocaiochtai 70% 6n 16.10.2019.
Cuireadh tus le hiocaiochtafl
cothromais an 1.12.2019.

Sa bhliain 2019, bhi réamhiocaiochtai
faoin Scéim le tosu i lar mhi Mhean
Fomhair agus bhi na hiocaiochtai
cothromaiochta le tosd ag tus mhi na
Nollag.

Tus le cur le hiocaiochtai do bhliain
scéime i mi na Nollag na bliana
scéime.

Eisiodh cead tar éis iarratais baili a
fhail laistigh de 3 mhi.

Cead le haghaidh iocaiochta tar éis
oibreacha a bheith criochnaithe agus
doiciméid tacaiochtai baili a fhail
laistigh de 3 mhi.

focaiocht eisithe tar éis cead le

haghaidh focaiochta laistigh de 6
seachtaine.
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Cuireadh tus le réamhiocaiochtai an
16.10.2019 agus cuireadh tus le
hiocaiochtai cothromais i mi na
Nollag. Faoi dheireadh na bliana 2019
bhi €1.162 billiun ioctha le nios mé na
99% d’iarratasoiri.

Cuireadh tus le réamhiocaiochtai faoi
scéim ANC na bliana 2019, de réir
sceidil, le linn na seachtaine dar tus
Dé Luain 16 Mean Fémhair 2019 agus
focadh €168.5 millitin le 79,000
feirmeoir. Cuireadh tus le hiocaiochtafi
cothromaiochta ag tds mhi na Nollag.

Ambhail an 31 Nollaig 2019, bhi €241
mhillidn foctha le 96,600 iarratasoir.

Eisiodh focaiochtai arbh ionann iad
agus €38.2 milliiin do beagnach
21,361 rannphairti i mi na Nollag 2019

100%
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Scéimeanna Deontais um Sheirbhis

Fhoraoise

Scéim Préimhe na Foraoiseachta

Cuiteamh - na Scéimeanna um
Dhioth( TB Buaibheach agus
Monatdireachta Brusalldis

Scraibeach BSE

Ris

Ceadunais Allmhairithe
Bainne & Tairgi Bainne
Ceadunais Onnmbhairithe

Ceadunais Allmhairithe

Taraifchudta do thiortha bunaidh
neamhshonraithe

Ceadunas fabhrach neamhchuéta

Ceadunas Taraifchuéta do thiortha
sonracha

Ceadunais Allmhairithe Ginearalta

Déantar iocaiocht bhuilc bhliantdil do
scéimeanna préimhe ach leantar le
hiocaiochtai i rith na bliana.

Ta cliteamh TB agus Brdsalldis le
hioc laistigh de 3 seachtaine den data
6na bhfaightear na doiciméid chearta
ata riachtanach n 6n data
inchailitheachta de réir téarmai agus
coinniollacha.

Cuiteamh BSE - bhi 100% foctha
laistigh de 21 13 6 fuarthas an
doiciméadacht criochnaithe
Cuiteamh Scraibeach - bhi 100%
ioctha laistigh de 21 14 6 fuarthas na
doiciméid deiridh.

24 uair

24 uair

514 oibre

514 oibre

514 oibre

113 oibre
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FEIDHMIOCHT 2019

focadh €25.9 millitin i mi Eanir 2019 mar
chuid den chéad bhabhta préimhe builc
maidir le 6,850 iarratasoir ar line.

focadh €15.3 millitin sa bhabhta
préimheanna builc i mi Aibredin 2019
(foirmeacha paipéir) maidir le 5,117
iarratasoir.

B’ionann luach iomlan na 18,831 préimh
fhoraoiseachta bliantuil a iocadh sa
bhliain 2019 agus €64.4 millitn.
Rinneadh 55% d’iarratais préimhe ar line.

Bhi 96.7% de na hiocaiochtai cliteamh as
Luachail Dheontais Frithghniomhai déanta
laistigh de 3 seachtaine 6 fuarthas na
doiciméid riachtanacha go éir a bheith faighte
agus rinneadh os cionn 99% laistigh de 8
seachtaine.

Bhi 96.8% de na hiocaiochtai maidir leis an
Deontas Forlionta loncaim, an Deontas
Banaithe agus an Deontas Cruatain déanta
laistigh de 3 seachtaine de na doiciméid
riachtanacha go [€ir a bheith faighte agus
rinneadh os cionn 99% laistigh de 8 seachtaine.

Bhi na hiarratasoiri go |éir ioctha
laistigh den chreat ama a éiliodh.

Gan aon iarratas

100%

100%
100%

100%

100%

100%

100%



OIBRIOCHTAI SCEIME

Taispeantar mionsonrai oibriochta sna tablai thios
maidir leis na priomhscéimeanna a bhi & bhfeidhmid
ag an Roinn sa bhliain 2019.

larratais a fuarthas

in 2019

larratais a
proisealadh in 2019

focaiochtai
déanta* € Milliun

An Scéim Bhuntsach jocaiochta /Glasu 122,558
Limistéir faoi Shrianta Nadurtha 104,474
Deontas Foraoisithe 1,464
Préimh Fhoraoiseachta 21,946
(Scéim Foraoisithe)

Luathscor 0
Cliteamh TB agus Brusalldis 4,692
Cliteamh BSE 9
Cliteamh Scraibeach 0
An Clar um Shonrai agus Géandmaiochta Mairteola (BDGP 0

Cunambh Infheistiochta don Ghairneoireacht Thrachtala 167

An Scéim Feirmeoireachta Organai 0
An Scéim um Chinamh Deontais Organach 4
TAMS (gan Bithfhuinneamh san direamh) 11,001
An Scéim Leasa Caorach (is ionann i agus 19,735

réamhiocaiocht ag 85%)
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121,575
96,600
1,485
21,600
0

4,471

21,361
167

1,558

6,187

18,489

1,162
241
16.13
64.35
0.184
17.7

0.008

38.2
5,834
9,388
0.133

76.5

14.9



Creat beartas barrmhaitheasa a bhaint
amach ar mhaithe le forbairt inbhuanaithe
na hearndla agraibhia.




IDIRGHNiIOMHAIOCHTAI AE

Idirghniomhaiochtai AE

Roinn an Romain agus an Fhionlainn an rél Uachtaran
ar Chomhairle an Aontais Eorpaigh sa bhliain 2019 - an
Romain 6 mhi Eanair go dti mi an Mheithimh agus an
Fhionlainn 6 mhi IGil go dti mi na Nollag. An
priomhshaincheist a ndearna na Ballstait, lena n-
diritear Eire, plé orthu ar feadh na bliana 2019, bhi an
idirbheartaiocht leantnach ar an gComhbheartas
Talmhaiochta i ndiaidh na bliana 2020.

Ar phriomh-shaincheisteanna eile a pléadh i rith 2019
bhi an Straitéis Bhithgheilleagair; saincheisteanna faoi
thradail idirnaisiinta, go hairithe Comhaontu
Saorthradala AE-Mercosur agus iarmhairti na diospdide
Airbus-Boeing WTO d’earnail agriabhia an AE;
comhoibrit EU-an Aontais Afracaigh; abhair a
bhaineann le foraoiseacht amhail Teachtaireacht 6n
gCoimisitn Eorpach maidir le gniomh AE a ghéar( chun
foraoisi an domhain a chosaint agus a athshland, agus
Straitéis Foraoise an AE i ndiaidh 2020. Ina theannta
sin, sheol Uachtaran nua an Choimisidin Eorpaigh an
Comhaontu Glas don Eoraip i mi na Nollag, ar
tionscnamh beartais earnéla cothromanach é ar aidhm
leis geilleagar neodrach 6 thaobh carbdin de a bhaint
amach faoin mbliain 2050.

Ag deireadh 2019, mhol an Coimisitin dha Rialachan
Idirthréimhseacha CAP ar aidhm le deimhneacht
dlithidil a sholathar d’fheirmeoiri agus do Bhallstait
maidir le leantinachas locaiochtai Direacha agus
focaiochtai faoin gClar Forbartha Tuaithe i ndiaidh
2020.

Ina theannta sin, cheadaigh an Coimisitn an seachtu
least ar Chlar Forbartha Tuaithe na hEireann 2014-
2020 inar faomhadh dha leasu ar shocruithe reatha
LEADER.

D’fhoilsigh an Coimisitn a thograi le haghaidh
Chomhaont( Glas don Eoraip AE ar aidhm leis
uaillmhianta an AE maidir le gniomh( ar son na
haeraide a neartd tri bhithin dli maidir leis an aeraid
agus aidhmeanna le haghaidh roinnt straitéisi
comhlantacha nua amhail “6n bhfeirm chuig an
bhforc”, bithéagstlacht agus geilleagar ciorclach.
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Athruithe Institivideacha AE

Toghchain do Pharlaimint na hEorpa

Tiondladh Toghchain do Pharlaimint na hEorpa 6n 23 -
26 Bealtaine. Ghlac na FPEnna nua-thofa, 11 FPE
Eireannach ina measc, lena suiochan i bParlaimint na
hEorpa an 2 1Gil 2019. Mar thoradh ar an Riocht
Aontaithe tarraingt siar n AE, fuair Ballstait breis
FPEnna. Fuair Eire beirt FPE breise, ach ni ghlacfaidh
siad lena suiochain i bParlaimint na hEorpa go dtian 1
Feabhra 2020 i.e. tar éis don RA tarraingt siar 6n AE an
31 Eanair 2020.

Ar cheann de chéad tascanna Pharlaimint na hEorpa
bhi Uachtaran nua ar an gCoimisitin Eorpaigh a
thoghadh. Bai Urusla von der Leyen an t-iarrthdir ar
éirigh léi agus a thainigin ait Jean Claude Juncker.

An Coimisiun Eorpach Nua

Thainig éifeacht leis an gCoimisilin Eorpach nuaan 1
Nollaig 2019. Cheap an tUachtaran von der Leyen tri
Leas-Uachtaran Feidhmilchain agus cuireadh ar
chlram an tridir freagracht a ghlacadh as réimse
téamach leathan de chlar oibre an Choimisitin. Ta na
tri réimse théamacha sin aitheanta mar phriomh-
thosaiochtai an Uachtarain chomh maith:-

B Frans Timmermans, Leas-Uachtaran Feidhmitchdin
don Chomhaontu Glas don Eorpaip - freagracht as
saincheisteanna a bhaineann leis an gcomhshaol,
lena n-diritear an straitéis maidir le bia
inbhuanaithe, an geilleagar ciorclach agus tabhairt
isteach bheartais chanach a bhaineann leis an
aeraid;

B Margrethe Vestager, Leas-Uachtaran
Feidhmiuchain, chun an tAontas Eorpach a
dhéanamh oiridinach don ré dhigiteach;

W Valdis Dombrovskis, Leas-Uachtaran Feidhmitichain
do ghndthai eacnamaiochta agus airgeadais, le
béim ar chuimsitheacht.

Thainig éifeacht le Colaiste nua na gCoimisinéiri an 1
Nollaig 2019, i ndiaidh chéadu ¢ Pharlaimint na
hEorpa. Shann Uachtaran an Choimisitin Eorpaigh
freagracht as réimsi sonracha beartais chuig gach
Coimisinéir. Is é Janusz Wojciechowski, Coimisinéir as
an bPolainn, an Coimisinéir nua do Thalmhaiocht.
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Thainig athruithe ar cheannairi na ninstititidi AE eile, na
Combhairle Eorpai agus Pharlaimint na hEorpa in 2019
freisin:-

B Thainig Charles Michel in ait Donald Tusk mar
Uachtaran na Combhairle Eorpai;

B Thainig David Sassoli in it Antonio Tajani mar
Uachtaran Pharlaimint na hEorpa.

An Breatimeacht

Leanadh leis an obair in 2019 chun freagra a thabhairt ar
chinneadh na Riochta Aontaithe an tAontas Eorpach a
fhagdil. Aran bpriomhthionchar a bhi ag véta an
Bhreatimeachta ar an earnail, bhi luaineacht steirling ar
na gnodlachtai sidd a bhfuil caidreamh suntasach tradala
acu leis an Riocht Aontaithe agus leanann an titim seo sa
luach airgeadra le tionchar ditltach a bheith aige. Ar na
bagairti meantéarma go fadtéarma 6n mBreatimeacht ta
an seans go dtabharfai isteach taraifi ar thradail idir an
AE agus an RA, go bhféadfadh dibhéirseacht a bheith i
rialachdin agus i gcaighdedin idir an da thir i ndiaidh an
Bhreatimeachta agus tabhairt isteach rialuithe rialala ar
thradail idir an AE agus an RA.

Chomhaontaigh an AE-27 agus an Priomhaire May an
Fogra Aistarraingthe agus Dearbh( Polaititil i mi an
Mheithimh 2018. Bhi sé faoi réir daingnithe Pharlaimint
na hEorpa agus Pharlaimint na Riochta Aontaithe. Nior
dhaingnigh Parlaimint na RA an Comhaontd bunaidh um
Tharraingt Siar. Da bhri sin, i mi Dheireadh Fémhair 2019
rinneadh Comhaontu Aistarraingthe agus Dearbhd
Polaitiuil Athchéirithe idir an AE 27 agus an Priomhaire
Johnson a chomhaontd. Dhaingnigh Parlaimint na
hEorpa agus Parlaimint na Riochta Aontaithe an
comhaontu athchdirithe ina dhiaidh sin.

Ar mhaithe leis na Ballstait a choinneadil ar an eolas
maidir le hddar imni na hEireann 6 thaobh tionchar an
Bhreatimeachta ar na hearnalacha agraibhia agus
iascaireachta, lean an tAire Creed ar aghaidh lena
rannphairtiocht lena mhacasamhla san AE sa bhliain
2019. Chas sé lena chontraphéirteanna 6n mBeiilg, 6n
Danmbhairg, 6n Fhrainc, 6n nGearmain, n bPolainn, 6n
Spainn, én bPortaingéil, 6n tSlévaic, 6 Lucsamburg, 6n
Liotudin, 6n tSlévéin agus én Isiltir i rith na bliana. Is
éard a bhi mar chuspair leis na cruinnithe sin, a chinntid
go ndaingneofai an Comhaontd um Tharraingt Siar agus
go geuirfi tus le hidirbheartaiocht bhrioch chomh luath
agus ab fhéidir. Tharraing sé aird ar na réimsi sonracha

62

spéise d’earnail agriabhia na hEireann agus choimeéd sé
ar an eolas go hiomlan iad faoi na héifeachtai a bheadh
ag Breatimeacht gan mhargadh ar an earnail agriabhia
in Eirinn.

Bhi cruinnithe rialta ag an Aire Creed leis an gCoimisinéir
Hogan agus leis an gCoimisinéir Vella le plé a dhéanamh
ar an tionchar a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ag an
mBreatimeacht ar earnalacha an agraibhia agus iascaigh
agus le béim a chur ar an nga ata ann go mbeidh an
Coimisitn ullmhaithe le feidhm a bhaint as raon bearta
le maold a dhéanamh ar na tionchair a d’fhéadfadh a
bheith aige ar fheirmeoiri agus ar lucht prdiseéla. Bhi
cruinnit ag an Aire Creed freisin leis an Uasal Robert
Goodwill M.P.,, Aire Talmhaiochta, lascaigh agus Bia na
Riochta Aontaithe.

CAP i ndiaidh na bliana 2020

Leanadh leis an bplé ar na tograi reachtila don chéad
CAP eile 6 2021-27, faoi Uachtaranachtai na Rémaine
agus na Fionlainne in 2019. Bhi Uachtaranacht na
Romaine go mor ar son Chur Chuige Ginearalta Pairteach
agus chuaigh i mbun dianchaidrimh le Ballstait ina leith.
Mar gheall ar nadur casta na dtograi, afach, agus an lion
saincheisteanna a d’ardaigh Ballstait a bhi fos gan
réiteach, chuir Uachtaranacht na Rémaine Tuarascail ar
an Dul Chun Cinn i lathair ag a gComhairle
Talmhaiochta-lascaigh dheiridh i mi an Mheithimh.
Leagadh amach sa Tuarascail an obair a rinneadh i rith a
hUachtaranachta agus staid gach ceann de na dréacht
Rialachain.

Thug Uachtaranacht na Rdmaine cuireadh do Bhallstait
tuairimi i scribhinn ar na dréacht Rialachain a chur ar
aghaidh i mi an Mheithimh agus tugadh iad chuig
Uachtaranacht na Fionlainne ansin. Chuir Eire tuairim
jomlan ar na tri dhréachtRialachan ar aghaidh.

Ag tus a hUachtaranachta, gheall muintir na Fionlainne
téacsanna comhdhluite athbhreithnithe a chur i lathair,
ar a laghad, do na tri dhréacht Rialachan. An toradh ab
fhearr a bheadh air sin, Cur Chuige Ginearalta a bhaint
amach ag an gCombhairle, ach bhi sin ag brath go mér ar
an bproiseas idirbheartaithe buiséid a bhi ar sitl ag an
am céanna maidir leis an gCreat Airgeadais Ilbhliantuil
(MFF) i ndiaidh 2020.

Rinne Uachtaranacht na Fionlainne iarracht ollmhér dul
i ngleic le habhair imni na mBallstat, go hairithe maidir
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leis an gcdras tuairiscithe Samhail Nua Seachadta agus an
uaillmhian mhéadaithe i leith na haerdide agus an
gcomhshaol. D’ainneoin a dian-iarrachtai, nior éirigh le
muintir na Fionlainne Cur Chuige Ginearalta Comhairle a
bhaint amach agus chuir siad Tuarascail ar an Dul Chun
Cinn i l[athair ag an gComhairle Talmhaiochta-lascaigh
dheiridh i mi na Nollag inar leagadh amach an obair a bhi
déanta go dti sin ar na tograi CAP.

D’ullmhaigh muintir na Fionlainne téacs athbhreithnithe
comhdhluite ar na tri dhréacht Rialachan. Meastar gur
cobhsai, a bheag n6 a mhér, iad péire de na Rialchain - an
Rialchan Cothromanach (maoinid, bainistit agus
monatdireacht) agus an Rialachan Leasaitheach (lena
leasaitear an Rialchan reatha maidir le CMO). Mar sin féin,
glacadh leis go bhfuil gnéithe sa da Rialachan sin nach
féidir a chomhaontu go hiomlan go dti go dtabharfar an
préiseas idirbheartaiochta MFF chun criche.

Ba é an Rialachan maidir le Pleananna Straitéiseacha faoi
CBT an rud ba dheacra breithnit a dhéanamh air do na
Ballstait agus is iomai saincheist ina leith nach mér a
réiteach sular féidir teacht ar chomhaontu.

An Creat Airgeadais Ilbhliantuil (MFF) i
ndiaidh 2020

D’fhéach Uachtaranachtai na Rdmaine agus na Fionlainne
araon leis na tograi maidir leis an MFF i ndiaidh 2020 a
bhri chomh fada chun cinn agus ab fhéidir agus iad ag
suil le teacht ar chomhaontd. Is dbhar do Chinn Stait agus
Rialtais é tograi MFF a chomhaontu, agus glacadh leo ina
dhiaidh sin, le toiliti 6 Pharlaimint na hEorpa.

D’ainneoin plé fairsing a dhéanamh le Ballstait, niorbh
fhéidir le hUachtaranacht na Rdmaine an bhearna a
dhruidim idir thuairimi éagsula na mBallstat ar an leibhéal
cui don bhuiséad. Chuir Uachtaranacht na Fionlainne
togra athbhreithnithe ina raibh figidiri nuashonraithe faoi
bhraid na mBallstat lena bhreithnid. Nior thangthas ar
réiteach, afach.

Ghlac Uachtaran na Combhairle Eorpai, Charles Michel,
freagracht as an bproiseas idirbheartaiochta don MFF i
ndiaidh 2020 agus ta sé beartaithe aige cruinnithe
déthaobhacha teicnilla agus polaititla a eagru le Ballstait
chun teacht ar chomhaontd i rith 2020.
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Leasu an Chomhbheartais lascaireachta

Ta an Coimisiun leis an tuarascail ar fheidhmid an
Chomhbheartais lascaireachta (CFP) a chur faoi bhraid
Pharlaimint na hEorpa agus na Comhairle faoi dheireadh
na bliana 2022. T4 sé mar sprioc uileghabhalach leis an
mbeartas seo a chinntit go mbeidh iascaireacht agus
dobharshaothri inbhuanaithe é thaobh an chomhshaoil,
6 thaobh an gheilleagair agus go séisialta agus go mbeidh
earnail bia mara ata inmharthana agus iomaioch do chach
mar thoradh air. Airitear ar phriomhghnéithe an bheartais
seo, rata uastoradh inbhuanaithe (MSY) a bhaint amach
do gach stoc éisc faoin mbliain 2020 chomh maith leis an
gcosc ar chaitheambh éisc ar ais i bhfarraige (an Oibleagaid
maidir le Tabhairt i dTir Eisc), at4 tugtha isteach ar bhonn
céimnithe sa tréimhse 2015 go 2019.

Leanadh le cur i bhfeidhm priomhghnéithe an CFP ar
feadh na bliana 2019 ag leibhéal AE agus ag leibhéal
naisiunta araon. Thainig éifeacht iomlan leis an bplean
ilbhliantdil le haghaidh stoc grinnillin Uisci an larthair,
ata thar a bheith tdbhachtach 6 dhearcadh na hEireann,
go luath sa bhliain 2019. Leis an sprioc 2020 do MSY,
deimhniodh gur socraiodh cuétai ar leibhéil a chinntionn
inbhuanaitheacht fhadtéarma, ag teacht le prionsabal an
MSY, sa chas go raibh comhairle eolaioch leordhéthanach
le fail.

Ta an cosc ar chaitheamh éisc ar ais i bhfarraige né an
oibleagaid maidir le tabhairt i dtir éisc, ar priomhghné eile
é den Chomhbheartas Talmhaiochta (CFP), 4 thabhairt
isteach ar bhonn céimnithe ar feadh lion blianta agus
beidh sé i bhfeidhm go hiomlan sa bhliain 2019. Bhi
cruinnithe rialta ag Gripa Réigitnach Farraigi Thiar
Thuaidh na mBallstat (Eire, an Bheilg, an Fhrainc, an
Riocht Aontaithe, an [siltir agus an Spéinn) a bunaiodh le
bainistiocht a dhéanamh ar iascaireacht ag leibhéal
réigiinach, ar feadh na bliana 2019 le plé a dhéanamh ar
shaincheisteanna éagsula feidhmithe agus oibrit i dteo
bearta breise a chomhaontd freisin nuair a bheidh sé
curtha i bhfeidhm san iomlan.

Rinneadh idirbheartaiocht maidir le deiseanna
iascaireachta nd TACanna (An Ghabhdil lomlan is
Incheadaithe) a pléadh ag an gComhairle Talmhaiochta
agus lascaigh i mi na Nollag 2019 agus socraiodh ar aon
dul leis an gcuspdir MSY. D'éirigh leis an Aire 195,000
tonna cudtai arbh ionann a luach agus €275 milliun
d'iascairi na hEireann a fhail do 2020.
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An Straitéis Bhithgheilleagair

Ta an Straitéis Bithgheilleagair 4 plé go leantnach ar
bhonn AE én mbliain 2018. D’éirigh na pléiti nios déine
i rith 2019, agus glacadh le Concldidi na Comhairle
faoin Straitéis mar bhuaicphointe leo. Cuirtear cur
chuige iomlanaioch, trasearnala i bhfeidhm faoin
Straitéis, agus é mar aidhm léi poitéinseal na n-
acmhainni nadurtha in-athnuaite agus riachtanais na
sochai a nascadh le chéile, chomh maith le
héiceachérais agus bithéagsulacht a chosaint, a
chothabhail agus a athshlanu. Ta tagairti don CPA san
aireamh le Concldidi na Comhairle freisin, go hairithe
an Usaid a d’fhéadfai a bhaint as ionstraimi forbartha
tuaithe CAP, eadhon EIP-AGRI, AKIS agus LEADER chun
tact le husaid a bhaint as bithgheilleagar inbhuanaithe
aitivil agus ciorclach.

Staid an Mhargaidh

Leanadh le monatdireacht a dhéanambh ar staid an
mhargaidh ar fud na n-earnélacha talmhaiochta
éagsula le linn na bliana 2019. Tairgeadh an chuid den
stoc SMP a bhi faoi idirghabhail phoibli le diol go luath
in 2019 tri bhithin an nds imeachta um chuireadh chun
tairisceana. Mar thoradh air sin, dioladh an stoc go léir
as stordil phoibli faoi mhi an Mharta 2019.

An Earnail Foraoiseachta

Rinne Comhairle an Aontais Eorpaigh na nithe seo a
leanas sa bhliain 2019

B ghlac le Concluidi maidir leis an Athbhreithnid
ldrtéarma ar Straitéis Foraoise an AE,

ghlac le Concliidi maidir leis an Teachtaireacht on
gCoimisitn Eorpach maidir le gniomh AE a ghéard
chun foraoisi an domhain a chosaint agus a
athshldnd agus

thug tacaiocht do Dhearbhd Aireacht Katowice ar
Fhoraoisi don Aerdid.
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| measc na gconcldidi san Athbhreithnil Lartéarma ar
Straitéis Foraoise an AE bhi Bainistit Foraoisi
Inbhuanaithe, maold agus oiriint maidir leis an athrd
aerdide, seirbhisi éiceachdrais, forbairt tuaithe,
aghaidh a thabhairt ar difhoraoisit agus ar dhighradd
foraoisi, chomh maith le caomhnu an dulra. Pléitear rél
an fhoraoisithe agus an ga le fail leantnach ar
mhaoiniu sa téacs freisin.

Tugadh ar aird sna concluidi ar an Teachtaireacht 6n
gCoimisitn Eorpach maidir le gniomh AE a ghéard chun
foraoisi an domhain a chosaint agus a athshldand:

nach leor na gniomhartha reatha chun stop a chur le
difhoraoisit agus dighradu foraoisi;

tacaiodh le cuspdiri agus raon feidhme na
Teachtaireachta 6n gCoimisitin Eorpach, ar aidhm éi
slainte foraoisi (go hairithe foraoisi priomhdla) agus
cumhdach foraoisi inbhuanaithe agus bithéagsula ar
fud an domhain a mhéadu go suntasach;

agus iarradh cur i bhfeidhm comhthaite ar feadh na
gcuig réimse tosaiochta inti.

Thacaigh Comhairle an Aontais Eorpaigh go foirmitil le
Dearbh( Aireacht Katowice ar Fhoraoisi don Aeraid i mi
Mhean Fdmhair 2019. San direamh sa dearbhu ta
gealltanas chun dlds a chur faoin ngniomha chun
rannchuidid nios fearr ag foraoisi agus ag tairgi foraoisi
a chinntid, chun tact le sprioc fadtéarma Chomhaontd
Pharas a bhaint amach. Spreagtar pairtithe leasmhara
leandint den ghniomhd chomh maith.

Gniomhu ar son na hAeraide

Airftear ar Rialachan (AE) 2018/1999 maidir le rialachas
riachtanas do Bhallstéit Pleananna NaisiGinta Fuinnimh
agus Aeraide comhthaite don tréimhse 2021 go 2030 a
dhréachtd, ina leagfai amach an tsli le targaidi ESR,
LULUCF agus RED Il a bhaint amach agus iad a chur ar
aghaidh chuig an gCoimisitin Eorpach faoi dheireadh
2019. Chloigh Eire le seasamh Rialtais iomlan maidir le
rannphairtiocht sa phroiseas agus leanfar ar aghaidh
ag obair le comhghleacaithe ar fud Ranna Rialtais
éagsula.
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An Eagraiocht Dhomhanda Tradala (WTO)

Ni raibh toradh ar bith ar an gcomhad Talmhaiochta ag
MC11in 2017 agus nior thainig athrd suntasach ar
sheasamh chomhaltai an WTO 6 shin. Mar sin féin,
tathar agiarraidh go mbeidh mir Thalmhaiochta ar an
gclar oibre don MC12 in 2020.

Comhaontuithe Saorthradala - FTAnna

Leanadh le comhchainteanna ar raon FTAnna idir an
AE agus tril tiortha.

AE-SAM

Chuir an AE agus na Stat Aontaithe, tus le cainteanna ar
chomhaontd teoranta trddala, i mi 1Gil 2018, trath a
mbeadh sé i gceist fail réidh le taraifi ar earrai
tionsclaiocha amhain. D’iarr riarachan na Stat
Aontaithe go geuirfi talmhaiocht san direamh sa
chaibidliocht. Thacaigh Eire le seasamh Choimisitin an
AE, afach, gur cheart talmhaiocht a fhagail taobh
amuigh de raon feidhme chomhaontu ar bith leis na
Stait Aontaithe i gcomhréir leis an gcomhaontu idir
Uachtaran ar ChoimisiGin an AE ag an am, Jean-Claude
Juncker, agus Uachtaran Trump.

An 11 Eanair 2019, d’fhoilsigh na Stait Aontaithe a
chuspdiri caibidliochta don chaibidliocht tradala sin.
An 18 Eanair 2019, d’fhoilsigh Coimisitn an AE a
dhréacht-threoracha caibidliochta lena gceadl ag
Combhairle an Aontais maidir le tds a chur le
caibidliocht tradala leis na Stait Aontaithe, gan
talmhaiocht san direamh. An 14 Marta 2019, rinne
Parlaimint an Aontais Eorpaigh machnamh ar a rdn
neamhcheangailteach maidir le tds a chur le
cainteanna leis na Stait Aontaithe agus d’eisigh fégra
“gan tuairim” ar an gcaibidliocht. Beidh vota
ceangailteach ag Parlaimint na hEorpa ar Chomhaontd
Saorthradala criochnaitheach ar bith a cheadu.
Cheadaigh Comhairle an Aontais Eorpaigh dha
shainordul an 15 Aibrean 2019 maidir le comhaontd ar
(1) deireadh a chur le taraifi ar earrai tionsclaiocha agus
ar (2) mheastini comhréireachta.
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An Diospdid Airbus-Boeing WTO: tionchar ar an earndil
agriabhia

Ta diospdid ar bun le fada idir na Stait Aontaithe agus
an Aontas Eorpach maidir le féirdheontais chuig a
bpriomh-mhonaréiri aerarthai faoi seach, Airbus (AE)
agus Boeing (SA). Chuir an da thaobh cas an ceann ar
aghaidh chuig an WTO lena bhreithnid. Ta breithidnas
déanta ag Comhlacht Achomhairc an WTO ar an da
chas agus fuair go raibh locht ar an AE agus ar na SA
Fograiodh an rialt eadranaithe inar leagadh amach na
taraifi a fhéadfaidh na SA a fhorchur ar an AE an 2
Deireadh Fémhair 2019. Ta an riald comhionann lena
gceadaitear taraifi AE a chur i bhfeidhm ar allmhairi 6
na SA le teacht in 2020.

Socraiodh gur $7.496 billiun an t-uasleibhéal taraifi a
fhéadfaidh na SA cur i bhfeidhm ar onnmhairi 6n AE
chuig na SAi riald eadranaithe an WTO an 2 Deireadh
Fomhair 2019. D’fhoilsigh na SA liosta d’allmhairi én AE
chuig na SA ar chuir siad taraifi orthu én 18 Deireadh
Fémhair 2019. Maidir le honnmhairi 6 Eirinn chuig na
SA, ba 25% ad valorem a bhi sa rata taraifi. Beidh
éifeacht mhor aige sin ar roinnt dar n-onnmhairi
ardluacha chuig na SA, lena n-diritear licéir, im agus
caiseanna airithe. Leanfar leis an idirphlé in 2020 le suil
agus comhaontu cdir agus cothrom a bhaint amach idir
na SA agus an AE.

Cudta Uathrialach ‘AE 481 maidir le mairteoil ghrdn-
chothaithe’

In 2019, thainig an Coimisitin Eorpach ar chomhaontu
leis na Stait Aontaithe maidir leis an gcudta uathrialach
‘AE 481 maidir le mairteoil ghran-chothaithe’, a cuiredh
ar bun i dtosach chun diospdid faoi Usaid hormon idir
an AE, na SA agus Ceanada a réiteach. Ta an cuéta do
mhairteoil saor 6 horméin ag 45,000 tonna i gconai. An
t-athrd a thiocfaidh air, go ndéanfar 35,000 tonna de
chudta a “imfhald” le haghaidh Stait Aontaithe
Mheiricea. Déanfar an leithdhaileadh sin dona SAa
chéimnid isteach i gcaitheamh thréimhse seacht
mbliana. Beidh éifeacht leis an gComhaontt 6n 1
Eanair 2020.
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Ceanada CETA

Sa bhliain 2017, cheadaigh Parlaimint na hEorpa CETA
agus thainig an comhaontu i bhfeidhm go sealadach.
D4 réir sin, ta formhdr an chomhaontaithe i bhfeidhm
anois. Tiocfaidh an comhaontd i bhfeidhm go hiomlan
nuair a bheidh an comhaontu daingnithe ag
parlaiminti an AE/na mBallstat go |éir. Go dti seo ta
CETA daingnithe ag 12 Bhallstat den AE: An Ostair, an
Chréit, Poblacht na Seice, an Danmbhairg, an Eastdin,
an Fhionlainn, an Laitvia, an Liotudin, Malta, an
Phortaingéil, an Spdinn agus an tSualainn. T4 an toradh
sasuil 6 thaobh dhearcadh na hEireann de - cé gur
deonaiodh rochtain bhreise do mhairteoil Cheanada
chuig margadh an AE, baineadh rochtain nios fearr
amach do mhairteoil agus do thairgi déiriochta an AE
chuig margadh Cheanada (cais go sonrach) chomh
maith.

AE MERCOSUR

Tugadh scor bliain d’idirbheartaiocht chun criche an 28
Meitheamh 2019 nuair a fégraiodh comhaontd
polaititil ar Chomhaont( Saorthradala AE-Mercosur.
Airitear ar an gcomhaonti Cudta Ratai Taraife
suntasach don mhairteoil - 99,000 tonna d’allmhairi
Chomhionann an Mheachain Chonablaigh chuig an AE.
Ta ciste €1 bhillidn a chur ar fail ag an gCoimisitn chun
cabhr le feirmeoiri plé le dushlan ar bith 6 thaobh cur
isteach ar an margadh de dheasca an chomhaontaithe.

Airitear ar an gcomhaonti cuétai d’'onnmhairi cise,
pudair bhainne agus foirmle do naionain 6n AE, chomh
maith le léirscaoileadh tradala iomlan biotailli,
seacldide agus earrai eile, rud a chuirfidh deiseanna ar
fail d’'onnmhaireoiri na hEireann. Déantar solathar sa
chomhaontu go gcaithidh tiortha Mercosur
rathaiochtai dli a bhunt chun 357 Sonra Geografach
(Gl) san AE a chosaint, lena n-3iritear uisce beatha
Eireannach agus Uachtar Licéir Eireannaigh.

Airitear ar an gComhaont caibidli mionsonraithe faoi
chaighdedin Inbhuanaitheachta agus Shlaintiochta
Fiteashldintiochta (SPS). Leis an gcaibidil faoi SPS,
cinntitear nach mér do thiortha Mercosur clof le dian-
rialacha agus dian-chaighdeain AE maidir le
Séabhailteacht Bia, Slainte Plandai and Slainte agus
Leas Ainmhithe, chun leasa tomhaltéiri an AE.

In 2019, d’iarr an Taoiseach athbhreithnid
neamhspleach ar an tionchar a bheadh ag an
gcomhaontd ar Eirinn. | ndiaidh phrdisis tairisceana, ta
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MeasUnu Tionchair Eacnamaiochta agus
Inbhuanaitheachta ar an gComhaontu Tradala AE-
Mercosur & dhéanamh ar an gComhaontu AE Mercosur.
Tathar ag suil le tuarascail chriochnaitheac i mi Linasa
2020. T4 “Measunacht Tionchair Inbhuanaitheachta” a
dhéanamh ag an gCoimisidn freisin ar an tionchar a
bheadh ag an FTA beartaithe ar an AE. Tathar ag suil
leis an tuarascail chriochnaitheach uathu i lar 2020.
Beidh torthai an da staidéar mar bhonn eolais ag cur
chuige na hEireann ar dhaingnid an chomhaontaithe.

Ta athbhreithnid dli agus aistritichan 48 dhéanamh ar an
gcomhaontd polaititil faoi lathair. Tathar ag suil go
gcuirfear an comhaontu faoi bhraid na Comhairle
Tradala in R4 2020. D’fhonn na gnéithe den
Chomhaontd a bhfuil innidlacht eisiach ag an
gCoimisiln ina leith (lena n-airitear tradail) a chur i
bhfeidhm go sealadach, ni mér don Chombhairle
Tradala é a chomhaont( (VOtail tri Thromlach Cailithe)
agus ni mér do Pharlaimint na hEorpa € a dhaingniu.
Déanfar céimnil isteach molta an chuéta ratai taraife
mairteola thar thréimhse cuig bliana, agus mar sin
d’fhéadfadh sé bliana a bheith i gceist sula mbeidh an
comhaontd i bhfeidhm go hiomlan. Is décha go
mbainfidh dushlan leis an bpréiseas daingnithe
foirmidil don Chomhaontd nios leithne - nach mér a
bheith daingnithe ag Ballstait aonair mar gheall gur
cheann é ina bhfuil gnéithe a thiteann faoi innitlacht
eisiach AE agus faoi innitlacht Ballstait araon - ar
leibhéal Pharlaimint na hEorpa agus ar leibhéal
Pharlaimint Naisilnta.

Combhoibriu AE-an Aontais Afracaigh

Tascfhérsa ar Cheantair Thuaithe na hAfraice
Bhunaigh an Coimisitn Eorpach an Tascfhérsa don
Afraic Thuaithe i mi Bealtaine 2018. An aidhm at3 leis,
moltai a sholathar faoin tsli le hearnail tuaithe na
hAfraice a threisil agus rél an AE a uasmhéadu, maidir
le cruthd post agus forbairt eacnamaiochta a choth( i
dtalmhaiocht, i ngnd talmhaiochta agus i dtionscail
talmhaiochta. Is cuid den sraith nios leithne
gniomhartha a sheol an Coimisitn faoi chreat na
Combhghuailliochta idir an Afraic agus an Eoraip le
haghaidh Infheistiocht agus Poist Inbhuanaithe é obair
an Tascfhérsa.

| mi an Mharta 2019, thuairiscigh an Tascfhérsa don
Afraic Thuaithe chuig an gCoimisiln faoin tsli is fearr
chun cur le forbairt inbhuanaithe agus cruthd post in
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earnail agriabhia agus i ngeilleagar tuaithe na hAfraice,

agus mhol na ceithre réimse straitéiseach seo a leanas

maidir le gniomhd ina leith:-

1. Cur chuige criche arioncam agus ar chruthu post;

2. Bainistit inbhuanaithe taldn agus acmhainni

naddrtha agus athru aeraide;

Claochlt inbhuanaithe ar thalmhaiocht na hAfraice;

4. Tionscal bia na hAfraice a fhorbairt agus
gniomhartha margaidh.

w

AE-Singeapor

Rialaigh an Chuirt Bhreithitnais an Aontais Eorpaigh
(ECJ), an 16 Bealtaine 2017, nach bhféadfai comhaontu
Singeapér a dhaingniu ag leibhéal AE gan cead na
mBallstat go éir. Ag cur leis sin, chinn Cdirt
Bhreithilnais an Aontais Eorpaigh go n-éileodh aon
idirbheart tradala a airionn céras socraithe maidir le
diospdid lasmuigh den chuirt, daingnil na 38
parlaimint naisiGinta né parlaimint réigiinacha an AE.
Tar éis an rialt seo, cuireadh toradh na
hidirbheartaiochta le Singeapér in oiritint le dha
chomhaontu aonair a chruthd: Comhaontd
Saorthradala (FTA) agus Comhaont( maidir le
hinfheistiocht a Chosaint (IPA).

Siniodh na dréacht-chomhaontuithe tradala an 19
Deireadh Fomhair 2018 agus fuair siad toilit 6
Pharlaimint na hEorpa an 13 Feabhra 2019. | ndiaidh do
Pharlaimint na hEorpa toilit a thabhairt agus i ndiaidh
don Singeapdr a nds imeachta inmheéanach féin a
thabhairt chun criche, thainig feidhm leis an FTA an 21
Samhain 2019. Ni mér do gach Ballstat AE an
Comhaontd maidir le hinfheistiocht a Chosaint (IPA) a
dhaingnil sula mbeidh feidhm leis.

EU-Vitneam

Cludaionn an Comhaontu a chlidaionn fail réidh go
hiomlan le 99% + de tharaifi thar seacht mbliana i gcas
an AE agus thar deich mbliana i gcas Vitneam. Siniodh
na Dréacht-Chomhaontuithe Tradala agus
Infheistiochta an 30 Meitheamh 2019. Chuir an da
thaobh tis lena bprdisis daingnithe faoi seach ansin. Ta
préiseas an AE beagnach tugtha chun criche agus ta
ceadu criochnaitheach le tabhairt go luath i mi
Dheireadh Fémbhair 2020. Chomh luath agus a
dhaingniodh Comhthiondl Naisitnta Vitneam an FTA,
tiocfaidh an Comhaontu i bhfeidhm, go luath i
samhradh 2020, is docha.
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AE - an tSeapain

Thug an AE agus an tSeapain an Comhaontd um
Chomhphairtiocht Eacnamaiochta chun criche an 8
Nollaig 2017. Shinigh an AE agus an tSeapain an
Combhaontd ag cruinnit mullaigh an 11 13il 2018 agus
thainig feidhm leis an gComhaontd an 1 Feabhra 2019.
Ciallaionn an Comhaontid um Chomhphairtiocht
Eacnamaiochta (EPA) spreagadh ollmhor d’earnail
agraibhia an AE, a chuireann rochtain bhreise as
cuimse ar fail maidir le mairteoil, tairgi muiceola agus
tairgi déiriochta (cais). Da bhri sin, ciallaionn sé deis
suntasach chun cur le honnmhairithe mairteola na
hEireann go héirithe. T4 cosaint 4 fail ag os cionn 200
Sonra Geografach faoin gcomhaontd agus ta
gndthachan mér d’onnmbhaireoiri fiona agus biotaille
freisin.

AE - An tSin

Is é atd mar aidhm le Comhaontu Infheistiochta an AE-
na Sine ata beartaithe, fail réidh le bacainni ar rochtain
ar an margadh ar infheistiocht agus ardleibhéal
cosanta a chur ar fail d’infheisteoiri agus d’infheistiocht
i margai an AE agus na Sine araon. Tiocfaidh
comhaontd Infheistiochta cuimsitheach singil amhain
in ionad na 26 Conradh Infheistiochta Dhéthaobhach
ata ann cheana féin idir an tSin agus Ballstait aonair an
AE. Le linn na bliana 2016, thainig idirbheartaithe an AE
agus na Sine ar choncluidi soiléire maidir le scdip
uaillmhianach agus cuimsitheach do chomhaontd
infheistiochta an AE-na Sine agus chuir siad
comhthéacs idirbheartaiochta le chéile. Ta an chéad
bhabhta eile idirbheartaiochtaf le tiondl sa Bhruiséil 6n
16-21 Eanair 2020.

AE - An Indinéis

Tiondladh dha bhabhta idirbheartaiochti sa bhliain
2019, an ceann is déanai an 2 Nollaig sa Bhruiséil. | rith
an bhabhta, mhalartaigh an da thaobh an dara
tairiscint maidir le [éirscaoileadh taraife, ag togail ar an
tairiscint thosaigh a malartaiodh sa chuigiu babhta.
Leis an dara tairiscint, cé gur ceann idirmheéanach i,
tugtar an scaoileadh molta go céatadan a bhi ard
cheana féin, i dtéarmai lion na linte taraife agus méid
tradala, agus réititear an bealach i dtreo chomhaontu
uaillmhianach agus cuimsitheach. O thaobh na
talmhaiochta de, is é a bhi i dtairiscint an AE, circeoil,
uibheacha, ris, siticra, ullmhdidi feola agus glasrai. Ta
an 100 babhta le tiondli rith na seachtaine én 16-20
Marta 2020 in Bali.
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AE - Meicsiceo

In Aibredn 2018, thainig an AE agus Meicsiceo ar
‘chomhaontu i bprionsabal’ ar na gnéithe tradala de
Chomhaont(i Domhanda nuachdirithe an AE-
Meicsiceo. Ta saincheisteanna teicnilla & dtabhairt
chun criche faoi lathair. O thaobh an AE de, ta
feabhslchain shuntasacha ar rochtain margaidh
comhaontaithe d’'onnmhairithe croilair tairgi caise
agus déiriochta go Meicsiceo. Sa bhreis air sin, ta
feabhas suntasach ar choinniollacha maidir le rochtain
ar an margadh d’onnmhairi muiceola agus éanlaithe 6n
AE.

AE-an Astrail/an Nua-Shéalainn
Ta idirbheartaiochtai ar Chomhaontuithe Saorthradala
idir an AE agus an Astrail agus an Nua-Shéalainn ar siul.

Ta sé bhabhta idirbheartaiochtai tugtha chun criche
idir an AE agus an Nua-Shéalainn, an ceann is déanai
6n 10-13 Nollaig 2019 in Wellington. Plé dearfach a bhi
ann agus rinneadh dul chun cinn maith i roinnt réimsi.
Ta sé beartaithe an plé a thabhairt chun criche in 2020.

Tiondladh clig bhabhta idirbheartaiochtai idir an AE
agus an Astrail. Ta an chéad bhabhta eile le tiondl 6n
10-14 Feabhra 2020. Phléigh lucht na
hidirbheartaiochta tograi téacs a cuireadh ar aghaidh le
haghaidh roinnt caibidli agus na barulacha ina leith.

MISIN TRADALA

Sa bhliain 2019, bhi an tAire Creed i mbun misin
agraibhia ar éirigh thar barr leo chun na Tuirce sa
Mharta, chun na Sine faoi dhd, sa Bhealtaine agus i mi
na Samhna agus chun na Seapaine agus na Coiré Theas
sa Mheitheamh. Comhaontaiodh i bprionsabal rochtain
margaidh do chaoireoil na hEireann chun na Seapéine
(a baineadh amach go hiomlan i ndiaidh an mhisin) le
linn an Mhisin Tradala sa Mheitheamh chomh maith le
rochtain fheabhsaithe chun na Seapaine a dheimhnid
do mhairteoil, trath a bhfuarthas réidh le srianta a bhi i
bhfeidhm le 30 mi anuas.

Cuireadh borradh breise faoina hiarrachtai le margadh
domhanda a aimsiti do bhia agus di na hEireann sa tSin
i mi na Samhna 2019 nuair a fuarthas cead tairgi 6 14
monarcha mairteola breise a sholathar do mhargadh
na Sine. Ciallaionn sé seo go bhfuil 21 monarcha de
chuid na hEireann liostaithe le Riarachan Ginearalta
Custaim sa tSin. Chiallaigh an fogra mérathru freisin
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maidir le hacmhainneacht na hEireann solathar a chur
ar fail do mhargadh na Sine.

Tugadh cuairteanna sa bhliain 2019 freisin ar mhargai
nios traidisitinta le cuairt chun na hisiltire i mi na
Samhna. Chas an tAire, le linn na cuairte seo, ar
ionadaithe 6n Tionscal Laofheoil Diitseach, thug an
tAire cuairt ar a gcuid saoraidi freisin agus cuireadh ar a
shuaimhneas é maidir le saincheisteanna 6 thaobh
leasa ainmnithe agus acmhainneachta. Is margadh
onnmhairithe tAbhachtach ata san Isiltir d’Eirinn mar
gurbh  an [siltir an trid ceann scribe is mé
d’onnmhairithe agraibhia na hEireann.

Thug an tAire sceideal na bliana 2019 chun criche i mi
na Nollag san Isiltir agus thug sé cuairt ar an Riocht
Aontaithe ina dhiaidh sin, trath ar chas sé le
priomhghripai ollmhargai ilnaisiunta.

Cuairteanna Tradala Isteach

Chomh maith leis na misin trddala thar lear, rinne an
Roinn dstéil ar thoscaireachtai a bhi ar cuairt 6 raon
leathan de thiortha sa bhliain 2019. Airitear orthu sin,
an tSin, an tSeapain, an Chéiré Theas, na Stait
Aontaithe, an Astrail, an Nua-Shéalainn, an Mhongdil,
Meicsiceo, an lardin, an Tuirc, an Eigipt, an Téalainn, an
tSeoirsia, Catar, Vitneam, Maracé agus Aontas na
nEimiriochtai Arabacha (UAE).

Instititid Foraoiseachta na hEorpa (EFI)

Ta an Roinn mar chomhalta den EFI, a dhéanann
stitiradh ar thaighde agus a chuireann tacaiocht
beartais ar fail ar shaincheisteanna a bhaineann le
foraoisi. Ta Eire ina comhalta gniomhach agus tacaionn
le lion tionscnaimh EFI. Airitear orthu seo, Ciste
lontaobhais IIDheontéra an EFI do bheartas agus do
thacaiocht agus Saoraid REDD an AE a thacaionn le
tiortha chun rialacha Usaide taltin a fheabhst mar
chuid da gcuid iarrachtai le difhoraoisit a mhoillid, a
stopadh agus a iomp0 droim ar ais. Ta foilseachain
agus tuarascalacha an EFI le fail ag www.efi.int
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Borradh a chur faoi Ghniomh AE chun Foraoisi an
Domhain a Chosaint agus a Atégail

Ghlac an Coimisitin Eorpach lena Chumarsaid maidir le
Borradh a chur faoi Ghniomh AE chun Foraoisi an
Dombhain a Chosaint agus a Atogail an 23 10il 2019. Is
éard ata i geeist leis an gCumarsaid, cosaint a
dhéanambh ar fhollaine foraoisi agus iad a fheabhsu (go
hairithe priomhfhoraoisi) chomh maith le cur go
suntasach le clidach foraoise inbhuanaithe agus le
bithéagsulacht ar fud an domhain.

Ghlac Combhairle an Aontais Eorpaigh, i mi na Nollag
2019, leis na Concluidi ar Chumarsaid an Choimisidin.
Thug na concluidi:-

B araird nach leor iad na gniomhartha reatha le stop

a chur leis an difhoraoisil agus le dighradu foraoise;

B thacaigh siad le cuspdiri agus le scdip Cumarsaide
an Choimisidin Eorpaigh; agus
déiligh siad cur i bhfeidhm stuama idir na 5 réimse

tosaiochta.

Straitéis Foraoise an AE

Ta Straitéis Foraoise an AE i bhfeidhm én 2014 - 2020
Sa bhliain 2019, d’aithin pairtithe leasmhara na
hearnala foraoiseachta, an Chomhairle Agra-éisc,
Coiste na Réigilin agus Coiste Eacnamaiochta agus
Séisialta na hEorpa an riachtanas ata ann do Straitéis
Foraoise nua AE, ata cothrom le data agus ata nios
laidre. Chomh maith leis sin, meastar freisin go bhfuil
rél larnach ag bainistiocht inbhuanaithe foraoiseachta
agus tabhacht as cuimse na hearnala foraoiseachta
maidir le seachadadh a dhéanamh 6 thaobh dushlain
aerdide de sa Chomhaontt Glas don Eoraip nua. Mar
gheall gur innidlacht néisiinta ata sa bheart
foraoiseachta, ta dlith-rannphairtiocht ag na Ballstait i
ndearadh na Straitéise Foraoise nua. Glacadh le
concluidi na Comhairle ar Straitéis Foraoise nua an AE
in Aibrean 2019. Leanfar le hullmhdchain do Straitéis
Foraoise nua an AE sa bhliain 2020.

An Comhaontu Glas don Eoraip

Sheol Uachtaran nua an Choimisitin, Ursula von der
Leyen, an Comhaontu Glas don Eoraip i mi na Nollag
2019. Cuireann an Comhaontu Glas treochlar
gniomhartha ar fail chun borradh a chur faoi Usaid
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éifeachtuil acmhainni agus clidaionn sé gach earnail
den gheilleagar, lena n-airitear, talmhaiocht, agus é
mar aidhm leis geilleagar ata neodrach 6 thaobh
carbdin laistigh den AE a bhaint amach faoin mbliain
2050. Beidh tuilleadh mionsonrai maidir leis an
gComhaontu Glas ag teacht amach sa bhliain 2020, ta
sé i gceist, afach, cur le spriocanna astaiochtai an AE
faoin mbliain 2030, chomh maith le roinnt straitéisi a
chur i lathair sa bhliain 2020 chun cuidid linn ar n-
uaillmhian aeraide agus comhshaoil a bhaint amach.
Airitear ar na straitéisi seo, Straitéis Bhithéagsulachta
faoin mbliain 2030 agus Straitéis On bhFeirm go dti an
Forc do chérais bia inbhuanaithe, agus ta an straitéis
deiridh sin ar na bacain lena foilsiti i mi Aibredin 2020.
Ni mér gnéithe atd sa Chomhaontu Glas don Eoraip
agus sa Straitéis On bhFeirm go dti an Forc a bheith
léirithe freisin i bPleananna Straitéiseach CAP na
mBallstat (atda mar chuid larnach de thograi CAP tar éis
na bliana 2020), agus a bheidh a gceadd ag an
gCoimisitn Eorpach.

Rialachain Idirthréimhseacha CAP

Ni mor least a dhéanamh ar na rialachain
Idirthréimhseacha go seacht rialachan shonracha, lena
n-airitear, ceithre Rialachan CAP. T4 sé mar aidhm leis
na Rialachain cinnteacht agus leantnachas a sholathar
6 thaobh tacaiocht a thabhairt d’fheirmeoiri Eorpacha
agus leanlnachas tacaiocht d’fhorbairt tuaithe a
chinntit san idirthréimhse do na Ballstait sitid a bhfuil
leithdhailti EAFRD 2014 - 2020 idithe acu tri shineadh a
chur leis an gcreat dlithitil reatha go dti go mbeidh an
CAP nua ar fail.

Mhol an Coimisitin dha rialachan leis na haidhmeanna
seo a chomhlionadh. Aran gcéad rialachan agus ar an
gceann is prainni, ta solibthacht airgeadais ar glacadh
leis an 31 Nollaig 2019. Moltar sa dara rialachan, agus
an rialachan is suntasai, lion athruithe a chuir ar an
gClar Forbartha Tuaithe. Ta lion ceisteanna ardaithe ag
Ballstait maidir leis na hathruithe seo agus leanfar le
diospoireacht sa bhliain 2020. Ta suil ag an gCoimisiun
go mbeidh na socruithe idirthréimhseacha seo i
bhfeidhm faoi lar an tsamhraidh sa bhliain 2020, faoi
réir ag comhaontu ar an gCreat Airgeadais Ilbhliantuil
tar éis na bliana 2020, a thabharfaidh soiléireacht
maidir leis an seasamh i ndail le leithdhailti
buiséadacha an AE amach anseo.
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Athru Aeraide

Leanann rannphairteacht na hEireann go gniomhach
trid an Roinn Talmhaiochta Bia agus Mara le
Fochomhlachtai UNFCCC a bhfuil sé de chiram orthu
comhbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar shaincheisteanna a
bhaineann le talmhaiocht.

Tar éis an chinnte ag Comhdhail na bPairtithe (COP 23)
na bliana 2017, ar a dtugtar an Koronivia Joint Work on
Agriculture, inar aithniodh rél na talmhaiochta chun
dulingleic le hathru aeraide agus le huaillmhianta
Chomhaontu Aerdide Phéras a bhaint amach, leanadh
den obair agus bhi an Roinn i lathair ag an gComhdhail
Idirsheisidin ar Athrd Aeraide an UNFCCC a bhi ar sidli
Bonn i Meitheamh 2019 agus an COP 25 a bhi ar sidl i
Madrid i mi na Nollag 2019.

Chomh maith leis sin, chuir Eire le maoinit do
thionscnamh ata faoi stitir na Nua-Shéalainne agus
chomhaontaigh ceardlann bhreise ata le reachtail sa
bhliain 2020 faoin KJWA, leis na pairtithe go |éir.

Lena chois sin, thacaigh Eire leis an bPainéal Idir-
Rialtasach ar an Athr( Aeraide (IPCC), an comhlacht de
chuid na Naisitin Aontaithe maidir le measind a
dhéanambh ar an eolaiocht a bhaineann le hathru
aeraide, chun Tuarascail Speisialta ar Athrd Aeraide
agus Talln a fhoilsiu tri ionchur a chur ar fail ag
céimeanna athbhreithnithe saineolacha agus freastal
ar an geruinniu deiridh maidir le cead agus aontu
deiridh na rialtais dhomhanda a bhi ar sidl idir an 2
agus 6 Linasa 2019 sa Ghinéiv, an Eilvéis. T4 Eire ar shé
chinn de thiortha a d’iarr go n-ullmhéfai an tuarascail
speisialta seo. Ta an tuarascail speisialta seo ar thri
cinn de thuarascalacha a chuir an IPCC ar fail mar chuid
den séu (60) timthriall measunaithe; ar na
tuarascalacha eile bhi, tuarascail 1.5° céim a foilsiodh
sa bhliain 2018 agus tuarascail speisialta ar Aigéin agus
Cridisféar freisin a foilsiodh sa bhliain 2019.

Eilionn torthai na tuarascéla go soiléir go gcuirfi
borradh faoi mhaold athru aeraide agus le
gniomhartha oiriinaithe ar fud an domhain, lena n-
diritear, straitéisi inbhuanaithe a bhaineann leis an
talamh a mhaolaionn bru ar thalamh agus ar shlandail
bia freisin.
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Eagraiocht um Chomhar agus Fhorbairt
Eacnamaiochta (OECD)

Solathraionn Coiste Talmhaiochta an OECD féram
idirnaisiunta d’oifigigh shinsearacha beartais, lena n-
airitear Eire, a ndéanann an Roinn ionadaiocht uirthi, le
taithi a chomhroinnt agus le feabhas a chur ar
chomhthuiscint beartais talmhaiochta, tradala agus
agra-chomhshaoil, agus le feabhas a chur ar
fheidhmiocht agus ar éifeachtulacht beartais ag
leibhéil baile agus ag leibhéil idirnaisitnta araon.
Cuireann an Coiste dha fhoilseachan bhliantila
ceannrddaiocha ar fail: Cuireann an Coiste dha
fhoilseachan bhliantula ceannrddaiocha ar fail:
Agricultural Outlook an OECD-FAO agus tuarascail
Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation. Chomh
maith le freastal ar an bPriomhchoiste, bionn an Roinn
rannphairteach freisin i gcoisti oibre gaolmhara.

Chomh maith leis sin, rinne an Roinn agus an EPA
ranniocaiocht airgid chun a bheith curtha san aireamh
mar chas-staidéar chomh maith le chdig (5) thir eile i
dtuarascail ar a dtugtar ‘l dTreo Usdid Inbhuanaithe
Talun: Ag AiliniG Beartais Bithéagsulachta, Aeraide agus
Bia’. Déantar scridu sa tuarascail seo ar na dushlain a
bhaineann le beartais ailinithe Usaide taldn le cuspéiri
aeraide, bithéagsulachta agus bia, agus ar na
deiseanna le cérais Usaide talin inbhuanaithe a
fheabhsu. Cuirtear léargas ar fail ar sharchleachtais sa
tuarascail seo maidir leis an mbealach ina bhféadfadh
rialtais aistrit go corais Usaide talin ata nios
inbhuanaithe tri ailinid nios fearr a dhéanamh ar
phroisis chinnteoireachta agus teacht le chéile nios
fearr idir cuspdiri Gsaide talin, aerdide, éiceachérais
agus bia.

Leathanach baile an OECD Agriculture and Fisheries:
http://www.oecd.org/agriculture/

OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook:http://www.agri-
outlook.org/

OECD Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation:
http://www.oecd.org/tad/agricultural-
policies/monitoring-and-evaluation.htm



SLANDAIL BIA

Forbairt Idirnaisiunta

Ta an Roinn freagrach as roinnt de ghnéithe clar
forbartha idirnaisitinta na hEireann agus oibrionn an
Roinn go dldth le Cinamh Eireann sa Roinn Gnéthai
Eachtracha agus Tradala maidir leis seo.

NA - An Clar Domhanda Bia (WFP)

Is é an Clar Domhanda Bia (WFP) Eagraiocht na Naisitin
Aontaithe ata freagrach as ciinamh bia a chur ar féil do
na daoine is boichte agus is leochaili ar domhan. Le
linn na bliana 2019, lean an Roinn le hionadaiocht a
dhéanambh ar an tir ar Bhord Feidhmeach an WFP mar
chuid d’uainiocht dha bhliain a chlddaigh 2018-2019.
Lean an Roinn freisin le tacaiocht a thabhairt d’obair
rithabhachtach WFP na Naisitn Aontaithe tri
ranniocaiocht maoinithe de €25.3 millidn. Airitear
anseo, réamhiocaiocht de €23 milliin maidir le
ranniocaiocht na bliana 2020 mar a gealladh sa
Chomhaont( Comhphairtiochta Straitéisi don WFP do
2019-2021. Tugann an réamhiocaiocht an tsoldbthacht
don WFP chun a chuid maoinithe a phleanail agus a
dhirit ar an mbealach is straitéisi, is éifeachtdla agus is
éifeachtai.

Clar Forbartha Agraibhia na hAfraice (AADP)

Is comhthionscnamh ata i gceist leis AADP idir an Roinn
agus an Roinn Gnothai Eachtracha agus Tradala. Ta sé
mar chuspdir leis comhphairtiochtai a fhorbairt idir
Earndil Agraibhia na hEireann agus tiortha Afracacha
chun tacu le fas inbhuanaithe sa tionscal bia aitiuil,
chun cur le margai do thairge aitiGil agus tacu le
comhthréadail idir Eire agus an Afraic. Le linn na bliana
2019, leanadh le hobair an chlair, sé sin maoinit a
thabhairt do chiig chuideachta Eireannacha le luach
de €1,225,778, agus chuir an Roinn €612,889 leis sin. Ta
acmhainneacht ag na tionscadail ata roghnaithe
deiseanna a chrutht do ghnélachtai Eireannacha agus
d’fheirmeoiri san Afraic i réimsi ar nds: solathar agus
cur i bhfeidhm bith-spreagthach ardfheidhmiochta a
bhaintear as feamainn le tionchar ¢ thaobh triomach
agus ardteocht ar bharrai sa Chéinia a mhaold; agus
gnd déantusaiochta caise a fhorbairt i gcomhar le
gabhalaithe beaga agus, go priomha, mna sa Uganda
atd i mbun déiriochta.
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NA- an Eagraiocht Bhia agus Talmhaiochta (FAO)

Ta sainordu tugtha d’Eagraiocht Bhia agus
Talmhaiochta na Naisitin Aontaithe cuidiu le deireadh a
chur le hocras, neamhshabhailteacht solathair bia agus
le michothU agus an talmhaiocht, foraoiseacht agus
iascaireacht a bheith nios tairgiula agus nios
inbhuanaithe, cérais talmhaiochta agus bia ata
cuimsitheach agus éifeachtuil a chumasu agus cur le
teacht aniar sli bheatha i leith bagairti agus
géarchéime. Ta an Roinn chun tosaigh 6 thaobh
caidreamh Rialtas na hEireann leis an FAO agus
chinntigh go raibh ionadaiocht mhaith & dhéanamh ar
sheasamh na hEireann ag cruinnithe éagstla an FAO ar
feadh na bliana maidir le cdrsai talmhaiochta agus
forbartha. Sa bhreis ar shintius bliantdina hEireann de
€1.43 milliin don bhliain 2019 a ioc leis an FAO,
cuireadh maoiniu breise buiséadach de €1.18 millitin ar
fail don FAQ i réimsi a bhfuil cumas ar leith ag an FAO
agus go mbreithnionn an Roinn go bhfuil tdbhacht
straitéiseach leo. Airitear orthu sin, tionscadail a
dhirionn ar ghniomha ar son na haeraide ar mhaithe le
forbairt inbhuanaithe; agus forbairt eacnamaiochta do
mhna faoin tuath.

Spriocanna Forbartha Inbhuanaithe (SDGanna)

Ag teacht le freagra rialtais uile do thiomantais SDG na
hEireann a sheachadadh, as a gcoinnionn gach Aire
freagrach 6 thaobh na SDGanna aonair a bhaineann
lena gcuid feidhmeanna a chur i bhfeidhm, ta an Roinn
seo ar an Roinn stitrtha maidir le chdig sprioc:
SDGanna 2,12, 14, 15 agus 17, a bhaineann go priomha
le slandail bia; tairgeadh inbhuanaithe; agus saol faoin
fharraige agus ar an talamh.

Cé go bhfuil an Roinn ina Roinn stitrtha ar chdig cinn
de na spriocanna seo agus sin amhain, td na SDGanna
fite fuaite le chéile agus cuireann an Roinn cion
suntasach leis na SDGanna eile atd chomh tabhachtach
céanna. Sa bhliain 2019, bhi an Roinn rannphairteach i
cuig cinn d’fhéraim Pairti Leasmhar SDG agus léiriodh
rannphairtiocht agus idirghniomhaiocht na Roinne ag
an gComértas Naisilinta Treabhddireachta.
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Food Wise 2025

Is € Food Wise 2025 an straitéis reatha deich mbliana
don earndil agraibhia agus cuireann sé béim ar staid
uathil agus speisialta na hearnala laistigh de
gheilleagar na hEireann agus léiritear an
acmhainneacht ata ann don earndil le tuilleadh fais a
dhéanambh. T4 fis sa Food Wise maidir le
priomhthairgeoiri tosaigh agus gndlachtai agraibhia a
bhfuil borradh fathu i gcroilar pobail bhriomhara ar fud
na tire ata bunaithe ar chdig cinn de théamai leathana -
inbhuanaitheacht comhshaoil, forbairt margaidh,
jomaiochas, nualaiocht agus caipiteal daonna; chomh
maith le moltai sonracha do na priomhearnalacha.
(www.agriculture.gov.ie/foodwise2025/)

Aithnitear i Food Wise 2025 réamh-mheastachain
uaillmhianacha agus dushlanacha don tionscal thar
deich mbliana agus ard( 85% ar onnmhairithe go €19
billiin; agus cruthid 23,000 post breise ar fud an
tslabhra solathair 6 leibhéal tairgeora go forbairt tairge
breisluacha ardleibhéil.

Proiseas feidhmitichain

Ta proiseas feidhmilchain Food Wise faoi threallls ag
“Coiste Feidhmilchain Ardleibhéil” (HLIC) agus ta an
tAire Talmhaiocha, Bia agus Mara mar chathaoirleach
air, agus ta rannphairtiocht ag baill den Bhord
Bainistiochta agus ag Ranna eile Rialtais agus
Gniomhaireachtai cui Stait ann. Bhi clig chruinnil ag
an HLIC sa bhliain 2019.

Lean an Coiste Inbhuanaitheachta Timpeallachta, a
bunaiodh le monatdireacht a dhéanamh air agus le
gniomhartha inbhuanaitheachta a thiomaint, le
cruinnithe a bheith acu sa bhliain 2019.

Steps to Success 2019

Seoladh an ceathrt tuarascail bhliantdil maidir le dul
chun cinn Food Wise 2025, dar teideal “Céimeanna
Chun na Rathulachta 2019” i mi 1Gil 2019. Léiritear sa
tuarascail an dul chun cinn a bhaineadh amach i
mbliain a tri de chur i bhfeidhm straitéis mionsonraithe
Food Wise 2025. T4 87% de na 376 gniomh a raibh tds le
cur lena bhfeidhmid faoin mbliain 2019, né ar
gniomhartha leandnacha iad, bainte amach againn né
ta gniomh mér glactha lena mbaint amach; agus ta tus
curtha le feidhmil an 13% eile agus dul chun cinn
maith 4 dhéanamh orthu.
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(https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/foodwise2025/foodwis
€2025-stepstosuccess2019/)

Tugtar breac-chuntas i gCéimeanna Chun na
Rathulachta 2019 ar an méid ata bainte amach ag an
Roinn agus ag a cuid Gniomhaireachtai i mbliain a
ceathair. Airitear i measc na mbuaicphointi do bhliain a
ceathair:

B Seoladh na Tuarascala maidir le Rochtain
Mhargaidh 2018, a chuireann |éargas foriomlan ar
fail maidir leis an dul cinn suntasach agus na
hiarrachtai leaninacha ata 4 ndéanamh ag an
Roinn i dtéarmai rochtain mhagaidh chuig triu
tiortha do théirgeoiri bia na hEireann.

B Rinne an Roinn agus Bord Bia stitiradh ar cheithre
Mhisean Tradala Agraibhia chun na Sine, Stait
Aontaithe Mheiriced, Ceanada, an Indinéis,
Malaeisia, an tSeapain, an Chdiré Theas, an Ailgéir
agus an Eigipt.

B Rochtain bainte amach do Chaoireoil na hEireann
chuig Margadh na Seapaine.

B D’oscail an tAire Creed lonad um Bianna
Tombhaltéra Ullmhaithe nua san lonad Taighde Bia
Teagasc i mBaile an Asaigh.

B Seoladh Comhfhonduireacht Eolaiochta Eireann -
lonad DAFM, VistaMilk, faoi stitir Teagasc agus ata
lonnaithe sa Chloch Liath.

B Foilsiodh an chéad Straitéis Tionscalbhunaithe
d'Earnail lascaigh Cladaigh na hEireann 2019-2023.

B Leagtar amach fis sa straitéis do thodhchai na
hearnala iascaigh cois cladaigh.

B Foilsiodh straitéis nua seacht mbliana chun
theEarnail Bia Organach na hEireanna fhorbairt.
Aithnitear sa straitéis go bhfuil deiseanna ann don
earnail agus cuireann treoir shoiléir ar fail chun
tuilleadh forbartha a dhéanamh ar an earnail go dti
an bhliain 2025.

Straitéis Agraibhia go dti 2030

Bhain an earnail agraibhia leas as cur chuige i leith
pleanail straitéiseach tri fhorbairt a dhéanamh ar
straitéisi deich mbliana faoi stidir pairtithe leasmhara,
a ndéantar uasdati orthu gach cuig bliana. O cuireadh
tas leo scdr blianta 6 shin suas go dti plean reatha Food
Wise 2025, chinntigh na straitéisi seo go mbionn fis
stuama faoi stitir pairti leasmhar agus straitéis le taca a
chur le forbairt leaninach na hearndla.
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Cuir an Roinn tus leis an bproiseas leis an gcéad
straitéis eile deich mbliana eile a fhorbairt i samhradh
na bliana 2019 agus seoladh comhairlitichan poiblii mi
1Gil. Eisiodh doiciméad comhairleach agus suirbhé ar
line le tuairimi na bpairtithe leasmhara go léir a
chinntid maidir le treo na hearnala chomh fada leis an
mbliain 2030. Bhi sé seo oscailte ar feadh 10 seachtaine
agus fuarthas 60 aighneacht ar an iomlan i scribhinn
agus 214 freagra ar an suirbhé ar line. Tiondladh
combhairlitchan naisiinta do phairtithe leasmhara san
Aviva Stadium an 16 Deireadh Fémhair 2019 do 400
toscaire leis na saincheisteanna seo a phlé go mion. Bhi
an ‘Diospdireacht Beartas Oscailte’ seo comhdhéanta
de roinnt cainteoiri, sraith de shé sheisitn tosaigh
comhthreomhara agus aitheasc én Taoiseach agus 6n
Aire Talmhaiochta Bia agus Mara. Is féidir teacht ar
eolas breise ag: https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agri-
foodindustry/agri-foodandtheeconomy/agri-
foodstrategyto2030/publicconsultation/

I mi na Samhna 2019, bunaiodh Coiste atd ionadaioch
ar an earnail agus faoi chathaoirleacht Tom Arnold,
agus ta sé de dhualgas orthu straitéis agraibhia a
fhorbairt go dti an bhliain 2030. Is iad na téarmai
tagartha ata ag an gCoiste breac-chuntas a thabhairt ar
fhis agus ar na priomhchuspéiri, le gniomhartha
gaolmbhara, ata riachtanach le hinbhuanaitheacht
geilleagrach, timpeallacha agus sdisialta na hearnala
agriabhia a chinntit sna deich mbliana atd amach
romhainn. Beidh tuarascail an Choiste gearr, sonrach
agus trasearnala, le gniomhartha ata uaillmhianach
agus réalaioch.

Déanfar an Mheasunacht Straitéiseach Timpeallachta
(SEA) a stitiradh freisin comhthreomhar le hobair an
choiste. Is ar mhaithe lena chinntit go mbionn cursai
timpeallachta comhthaite go hiomlan in ullmhi na
straitéise agus is ceanglas dlithidil ata ann.

Thiondil an Coiste a chéad chruinnit i mi na Samhna
agus beidh cruinnithe eile ar sidl ar feadh na bliana
2020.

Future Jobs Ireland

Seoladh Future Jobs Ireland i mi an Mharta 2019 agus
is plean Rialtais uile ata i gceist anseo a chuireann creat
meantéarmach ar fail chun geilleagar ata inbhuanaithe,
ina bhfuil teacht aniar agus ata dirithe ar an todhchai a
chruthd in Eirinn.

https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/Future-Jobs-
Ireland-2019.html. Airitear ar chuig philéar Future Jobs
(i) Glacadh le dashlain nualaiochta agus
teicneolaiochta, (ii) Tairgiulacht SME a fheabhsd, (iii)
Scileanna a fheabhsu agus a fhorbairt agus tallann a
mhealladh, (iv) Cur le rannphairtiocht san fhérsa
saothair, agus (v) Aistrit chuig geilleagar isealcharbain.
Cuireann an Roinn a cion le clar Future Jobs Ireland
2019 faoin bpiléar Aistrit chuig geilleagar
isealcharbdin.

Plean Gniomhaithe ar son na hAeraide Rialtais Uile
I mi an Mheithimh 2019, foilsiodh briseadh sios maidir
leis an bPlean Gniomhaithe ar son na hAeraide Rialtais
uile chun duli ngleic leis an aeraid, leagtar amach sa
Phlean 180 gniomh chun sprioc an AE d’Eirinn don
bhliain 2030 a chomhlionadh (m.sh. laghdi 30% ar
astaiochtai GHG bunaithe ar leibhéil 2005) agus leis an
tir a chur ar an treo ceart faoin mbliain 2050. Leagtar
amach uaillmhian chun a bheith neodrach 6 thaobh
astaiochtai gais ceaptha teasa faoin mbliain 2050 ag
tabhairt aitheantais ag an am céanna de sheasamh an
bheartais naisiiinta ar an gcur chuige maidir le
neodracht é thaobh carbdéin de laistigh den earnail
talmhaiochta agus Usaide taldn.

Leagtar amach spriocanna uaillmhianach sa Phlean do
na hearnalacha talmhaiochta, foraoiseachta agus
Usaide talun mar a leanas:

B Astaiochtai 6n earnail don bhliain 2030 le bheith idir
coibhéis 17.5 - 19.0 Mt CO2 tri laghdl carnach
coibhéise 16.5 -18.5 Mt CO2 a bhaint amach thar an
tréimhse 2021 - 2030

B Laghdu coibhéise 26.8 Mt CO2 eq a bhaint amach tri
ghniomhartha LULUCF

B 8,000 heictear d’fhoraois nua le cur in aghaidh na
bliana

B Cothabhail a dhéanamh ar mhean bliantuil de
40,000 heictear de dhianbhainistiocht laghdaithe
féarthailte ar ithir orgdnach draendilte do na deich
mbliana 2021-2030.

B Sprioc a leagan sios don leibhéal fuinnimh ata le
solathar tri instealladh bith-mheatdin dichasach sa
bhliain 2030.

Ta treisit suntasach déanta ag an Rialtas ar

mhaoirseacht sa Phlean, lena n-airitear, tri:

B Least adhéanamh ar an mBille um Ghniomhu ar
son na hAeraide le forail a dhéanamh do bhonn
dlithidil le Comhairle um Ghniomhu ar son na
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hAeraide a bhund (a thugann cumhachtai don
Chomhairle Chomhairleach um Aeréide reatha);

B Tacaiocht tugtha do bhunt Coiste um Ghniomh ar
son na hAeraide an Oireachtais; agus
Carbdn-dhionadh thionscadail mhérscala go éir an
Rialtais.

Ta struchtdr monatdireachta agus tuairiscithe ann

freisin le treallUs a chur faoi fheidhmid tri:

B Bhord chun Gniomh ar son na hAeraide a
Sheachadadh a bhunt faoi Roinn an Taoisigh a
bheidh ag tuairiscit don Choiste Comh-Aireachta
agus don Chomh-Aireacht araon maidir leis an dul
chun cinn ar ghniomhartha laistigh den Phlean.

B Bunu Gripa Athbhreithnithe agus Monatdireachta
Aistrithe Coir (atd ag fail tacaiocht 6n NESC agus ata
faoi Roinn an Taoisigh) a fhoilseoidh Straitéis
Aistrithe Céir ar bhonn tri bliana.

B T4 Bord Bainistiochta um Ghniomhu ar son na
hAeraide bunaithe laistigh den Roinn freisin faoi
chathaoirleacht an Ard-Rdnai chun treallds a chur
faoi fheidhmit gniomhartha faoi stidir na Roinne
agus faoi stitiir gniomhaireachtai laistigh de Phlean.

Ciste Forbartha agus Nualaiochta na Tuaithe
(CEDRA)

Rinne an Roinn maoinit ar raon tionscadal faoi Chiste
Forbartha agus Nualaiochta na Tuaithe (RIDF) a bhi
ceangailte le moltai CEDRA (an Coimisiin um Fhorbairt
Eacnamaioch na gCeantar Tuaithe) ar feadh na bliana
2019 (féach an Fior thios). Cuireadh maoinit beagnach
€1.5 millian ar fail chun tact leis na réimsi seo a leanas:

Fiontraithe Tuaithe Ban: Chuidigh maoinit le clar
oiliina ACORNS a fhorbairt agus ta an clar seo ar sidl le
cuig bliana anois. Ta an clar dirithe ar eolas, tacaiocht
agus deiseanna lionraithe a sholathar ag an luathchéim
d’fhiontraithe ban até ina gcénai faoin tuath in Eirinn
chun forbairt a dhéanamh agus a ngndlachtai a chur
chun cinn, cur le fostaiocht agus cuidit i ndairire lena
bpobal aititil. Cuireann an clar ‘ACORNS’ tacaiocht
agus foghlaim piara ar fail do nios m6 nd 50 bean le
gndlachtai a thosu suas i gceantair thuaithe gach aon
bhliain. Airitear sa Straitéis Naisitinta do Mhn4 agus do
Chailini 2017 - 2020 a d’fhoilsigh an Roinn Dli agus Cirt
agus Comhionannais in Aibrean na bliana 2017,
gniombh le tacaiocht a thabhairt d’fhiontraithe tuaithe
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ban ag an gcéim thosaithe agus isi an Roinn an
comhlacht ata freagrach. Ta sé seo mar bhunsprioc
inghnéthaithe i bPlean Gniomhaiochta um Fhorbairt
Tuaithe an Rialtais freisin.

Feirmeoireacht Shéisialta: Leanadh den mhaoinidi in
2019 sa réimse seo d'fhonn lionra naisitinta
feirmeoireachta shoisialta agus lion feirmeacha
séisialta samhlacha a fheidhmid ar fud na hEireann a
leagan amach, a fhorbairt agus a chur i bhfeidhm. Ta sé
i gceist leis buntaisti ar bhonn naisidinta a spreagadh
agus a ghinidint do ghripai ata faoi mhibhuntaiste
agus tacu le héagsull feirme sa phobal tuaithe.
Baineann rannphdirtiocht gairneoireachta agus
feirmeoireachta i dtimpeallacht feirme, ar bhonn
deonach, leis an méid ata feirmeoireacht shéisialta a
chur ar fail mar rogha do dhaoine a bhaineann leas as
raon seirbhisi tacaiochta teiripeach lae. Déantar na
hoibriochtai seo a redchtail i roinnt suiomhanna 6
fheirmeacha oibre teaghlaigh, tionscnaimh aitidla
pobail go creatanna instititide eile. T4 sé seo mar
cheann de na bunspriocanna inghnéthaithe i bPlean
Gniomhaiochta um Fhorbairt Tuaithe an Rialtais.

Turasoireacht Agraibhia: Ta maoiniu curtha ar fail sa
réimse seo, ata ceangailte le gniomhartha i Food Wise
2025, chun tacl le forbairt an liénra agraibhia i
gceantair thuaithe. Is é ata i gceist le turasdireacht
agraibhia na gniomhaiocht né gniomhaiochtai a chur
ar fail chun cuairt a thabhairt ar cheantair a bhfuil céil
tairgi talmhaiochta orthu agus chun bia né
speisialtachtai ditidla no réigiinacha a bhlaiseadh.
Airitear ar thuraséireacht agraibhia réimse leathan
gniomhaiochtai a bhfuil na naisc idir an talmhaiocht
agus an bia a thairgitear ag leibhéal aitiGil nd
réigiinach ag baint leo. D'fhéadfadh fanacht ar an
bhfeirm né cosain agus imeachtai turaséireachta bia,
rannphairtiocht in iarrachtai talmhaiochta no tairgi a
cheannach direach 6 fheirm né 6 mhargadh a bheith i
gceist |éi. Cuimsitear chomh maith sa turasdireacht
agraibhia bia aitidil, scéimeanna margaidh feirmeora
agus ceardaitheora faoina gcuirtear tacaiocht ar fail do
thairgeoiri bia agus d'earrai ceardaiochta aitidla agus
séaslracha.
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Cur Amui Bia a Laghdu: Ta maoinil curtha ar fail go
lion tionscadail chun tacaiocht a thabhairt do
ghniomhaiochtai a bhaineann le teicnici nualacha
maidir le cur amd bia lena mbaineann buntaisti
comhshaoil ghaolmhara a chur chun cinn agus/né a
fhorbairt. Ta sé mar aidhm leis na tionscadail seo
aghaidh a thabhairt ar an fhadhb a ghabhann le cur
amu bia tri athdhaileadh fuilleach bia agus chun
tabhairt faoi thionscnaimh piolétacha le laghdd cur
amu bia a chur chun cinn agus cur amu bia a
sheachaint tri bhuntaisti comhshaoil ghaolmhara.
Gintear nios mé na milliin tonna dramhaiola in Eirinn
gach bliain. As sin, tagann os cionn 300,000 tonna 6
ghnolachtai trachtala agus cruthaionn an earnail tairge
bia tionsclaioch os cionn 400,000 tonna.

Caiteachas lomlan 2019: €1.5 milliun (figidr
slanaithe)

Food Waste,
€299,620

Social Farming,
€713,504

Rochtain ar airgeadas

Treisionn Food Wise 2025 iomaiochas mar
phriomhthéama agus moltar go n-oibreoidh
geallsealbhdiri le “Feabhas a chur ar rochtain chuig
airgeadas don talmhaiocht, don fhoraoiseacht, do
thairgeoiri bia mara agus do chuideachtai agraibhia”.
Leanann an Roinn, i gcomhar le comhlachtai Stait eile
le meicniochtai maoinithe breise a fhiosrd agus a chur i
bhfeidhm le tacaiocht a thabhairt d’fheirmeoiri agus do
SMEanna san earnail agraibhia.
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Scéim lasachta Breatimeachta

Leagadh amach Scéim lasachta Breatimeachta €300
mhillidin i gcomhar leis an Roinn Gnd, Fiontar agus
Nudlaiochta (DBEI) agus le Corparaid Baincéireachta
Straitéisi na hEireann (SBCI), le tacaiocht caipitil oibre a
sholathar chun cur ar chumas gnélachtai Eireannach
inchailithe (m.sh. SME’nna né le gndlachtai le caipitlid
margaidh beag go meanmhéide) leis na hathruithe ata
riachtanach a chur i bhfeidhm le haghaidh a thabhairt
ar na dushlain ata a gcruthd ag an mBreatimeacht.
D’oscail an tAire Creed, i gcomhphairtiocht lena
chomhghleacaithe, an tAire Gno, Fiontar agus
Nudlaiochta, Heather Humphreys TD agus an tAire
Airgeadais agus Caiteachas Phoibli agus Athchdirithe,
Paschal Donohoe TD, Scéim lasachta Breatimeachta
d’iarratasdiri an 28 Marta 2018 agus beidh an scéim
oscailte go dti an 31 Marta 2020.

Déantar solathar sa scéim d’iasachtai de €25,000 go
€1,500,000 in aghaidh an fhiontair inchailithe ag
uasrata Uis de 4%, a théann ¢ 1 bhliain go 3 bliana, le
hiasachtai neamhurraithe suas go dti €500,000. Is féidir
Usaid a bhaint as na hiasachtai do riachtanais caipiteal
oibre amach anseo né le maoinid a dhéanamh ar
nualaiocht, athrd né oiriiind gndlachta le tionchar an
Bhreatimeachta a mhaold.

Déanann an scéim agus Usaid a bhaint as meascan de
rathaiochtai Statchiste na hEireann agus AE (tri Ghripa
an EIB agus scéim rathaiochta iasachta InnovFin),
giarail ar suas go dti €300 mhilliun d’iasachtu
d’Fhiontair Eireannacha ag costas de €23 milliiin don
Statchiste (ta an Roinn Gnd, Fiontar agus Nualaiochta
ag solathar €14 millidin agus ta an Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara ag cur €9 millitin ar fail). Cinntionn
maoinil go mbeidh ar a laghad 40% den €300 mhillitn
ar fail do ghndlachtai bia. Mar gheall ar choinniollacha
éagsula an chiste agus breithnilGchain statchabhair, ni
raibh talmhaiocht phriomha inchailithe. Bhi thart ar
224 iasacht le luach de €47.9 milliin ceadaithe faoi
dheireadh na bliana agus bhain 38 acu sin le luach de
€9.6millitn, le gndlachtai bia.

Scéim lasachta d’Fhas Amach Anseo

Ta forbairt déanta ag an Roinn seo agus ag an Roinn
Gnd, Fiontar agus Nualaiochta ar an Scéim lasachta
d’Fhas Amach Anseo i gcomhar leis an SBCI agus leis an
gCiste Eorpach Infheistiochta (EIF). Déanfar an scéim a
sheachadadh tri sholathréiri airgeadais
rannphairteacha agus cuirfear suas go €300 milliin
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d’iasachtai infheistiochta ar fail do ghnélachtai
Eireannacha inchéilithe, lena n-airitear feirmeoiri agus
na hearnalacha agraibhia agus bia mara. Beidh na
hiasachtai ar phraghas iomaioch agus ar feadh tréimhsi
8-10 mbliana agus tacéidh siad le hinfheistiocht
straitéiseach fadtéarmach i dtimpeallacht tar éis an
Bhreatimeachta.

Is foinse airgeadais i seo a bhfuiltear ag fanacht uirthi le
fada i gcas feirmeoiri 6ga agus feirmeoiri nua atd ag tosu
amach, agus go hairithe don chohért nach bhfuil leibhéil
arda slandala acu. Freastaldéidh sé chomh maith ar
fheirmeoiri ar scala nios [i nach mbionn a ndéthain
giarala acu chun duli mbun idirbheartaiochta chun
téarmai nios fabhrai a fhail lena mbanc.

Ta airgeadas infheistiochta fadtéarmach suas go deich
mbliana aitheanta ag comhlachtai bia mar riachtanas
rithdbhachtach nach bhfuil ar failin Eirinn i lathair na
huaire. Beidh seachadadh a dhéanambh ar an tairge seo
agus na tionchair a bheith aige le brath ar fud an tslabhra
tairgeadh bia.

Ta giarail a8 dhéanambh ar an gciste tri mhaoinil
Statchiste de €62 milliiin, agus ta 40% né thart ar €25
milliin de sin & chur ar fail ag an Roinn seo, agus
pacaiste agraibhia iomlan de €120 milliin mar thoradh
air. Féadfar, afach, ni hionann agus Scéimeanna roimhe
seo, athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar an Scéim agus an
Scéim a chur in oiridint de réir éileamh. Bhi ardéileamh
ar an Scéim, rud a léirigh gur fhreastal si ar an mbearna
sainaitheanta sa mhargadh agus bhi formhér an
mhaoinithe tiomanta ag druidim le deireadh na bliana.
Ag deireadh mhi na Nollag, bhi 325 iasacht d’fheirmeoiri
ar fhit €37.5 mhilliGin ceadaithe agus bhi 57 n-iasacht do
chuideachtai bia arbh fhid €15.5 mhillidin iad ceadaithe.
Bhi os cionn 800 iarratas eile idir lAmha. Ta tds curtha leis
an obair chun machnamh a dhéanambh ar roghanna
maidir le sineadh a chur leis an scéim iasachtai n6 rud
éigin eile a chur ina hait.

Ta tuilleadh faisnéise ar rochtain chuig tionscnaimh
airgeadais le fail ag:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agri-foodindustry/agri-
foodandtheeconomy/agri-
foodbusiness/accesstofinance/

Agra-Chanachas
Airiodh i mBuiséad 2019 foilseachan leis an Aire
Airgeadais agus Caiteachas Phoibli agus Athchdirithe,

Paschal Donohoe TD, maidir le “Uasd&atu Cur Chun
Feidhme an Athbhreithnithe Agra-Chanachas 2014”,
Léiritear anseo an dul chun cinn iontach ata déanta ag an
Roinn seo agus ag an Roinn Caiteachais Phoibli agus
Athchdirithe le Buiséid le blianta beaga anuas trath a
bhfuil 25 moladh beagnach curtha i bhfeidhm go
hiomlan, a chiallaionn athruithe dearfacha don
talmhaiocht in Eirinn, go hairithe i réimsi soghluaisteacht
taltn agus comharbas. Taispeantar san Athbhreithnid
gurbh ionann tacaiocht chanachas don earndil agus €930
milliin ar an mean in aghaidh na bliana do na blianta idir
2012 go 2016, n6 mean de €240 millitin in aghaidh na
bliana i mbearta sonracha agra-chanachas.

Solathraiodh Buiséad 2020 i gcomhthéacs éiginnteacht
leanUnach faoin mBreatimeacht, rud a chuir srian ar an
acmhainneacht bearta nua a thabhairt isteach. Mar sin
féin, diriodh na bearta cadnachais seo a leanas i mBuiséad
2019:

B Faoiseamh 6 Chain Ghnéthachan Caipitidil ar
Athstruchtiri Feirme a athnuachan ar feadh tri
bliana eile, trina leanfar de dhul i ngleic leis an
dushlan a bhaineann le hilroinnt ar fheirmeacha in
Eirinn agus trina mbeidh éifeachtdlacht nios fearr,
chomh maith le tairbhi don chomhshaol tri
ghabhaltais feirme chomhdhldite mar thoradh air.

Ag leantint ar aghaidh le bearta le fiontraiocht a chur
chun cinn agus tacu leo, a bhfuil ardd ar an
gCreidmheas Cénach d’loncam Tuillte 6 €150 go
€1,500 mar fhianaise air. Ta an chuid is mé
d'fheirmeoiri, d'iascairi agus de phréisealaithe beaga
bia féinfhostaithe agus feicfidh siadsan go bhfuil a
ndliteanas laghdaithe i ndail leis an ard( até ar an
gcreidmheas canach.

Mar gheall ar an bhfégra maidir le faoi
mhicreaghrddlanna, go bhfuil an tairseach
tairgeachta inchailithe le haghaidh faciseamh 6
Chain Tairgi Alcéil & ardd 6 40,000 heictilitear go
50,000 heictilitear, tabharfar deis do ghridlanna nios
mo méadu, go hairithe maidir le diolachain
onnmhairithe.

Feabhsuithe ar bhearta cainbhunaithe reatha chun
tacu le fiontar, SMEnna agus an earnail agraibhia, i.e.
an Priomhchlar Rannphairtiochta Fostaithe (KEEP),
an Scéim Fostaiochta agus Infheistiochta (Ell) agus an
Creidmheas Canach Taighde agus Forbartha.
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B Comhaontt go mbeadh teagmhail idir an Roinn seo
agus an Roinn Airgeadais maidir le bearta trina
bhféadfai cuidit le feirmeoiri chun na dushlain agus
oibleagaidi a leagtar amach sa Phlean
Gniombhaiochta ar son na hAeraide a chomhlionadh
agus slainte agus sabhailteacht nios fearr a
spreagadh san earnail.”

Ta tuilleadh faisnéise ar agra-chanachas, lena n-airitear
liosta beartais agus ‘Athbhreithnit ar Agra-Chanacha’
ar fail ag: https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agri-
foodindustry/agri-foodandtheeconomy/agri-
foodbusiness/agri-taxation/

Reachtaiocht

Sa bhliain 2019, d'éirigh leis an Roinn urraiocht a
dhéanamh ar dha Bhille trid an Oireachtas agus rinne
42 lonstraim Reachtuil mar bhonn taca le
gniomhaiochtai na Roinne i mbeagnach gach earnail
laistigh da ciram. Ta sonrai ar fail ag
www.agriculture.gov.ie/legislation/

Isiad an 2 Bhille ata urraithe ag an Aire Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara:

An tAcht um lascaigh Mhara (Leasu), Uimhir 9 de 2019 a
leasaionn alt 10 den Acht um lascaigh Mhara agus
Dlinse Mhuiri 2006. Fuair an leasu seo réidh leis an
mbac ar shocruithe cdbmhalartacha ata ann cheana a
cheadaigh do bhéid Thuaisceart Eireann iascaireacht
laistigh den chrios 6 mhuir mhile faoi shocruithe
Voisinage.

Daingnionn agus déanann an tAcht um Rasaiocht
Capall agus Con 2019 Uimh. 15 de 2019 nuachdirid ar
Acht Tionscail na gCon, 1958. Cuireann an tAcht
feabhas ar Rialachas Bhord na gCon, neartaionn
rialichdin rialala sa tionscal, déanann nuachdirid ar
smachtbhannai, lena n-airitear, tabhairt isteach
smachtbhannai riarachain do sharuithe airithe ar
rialacha agus chun ionracas a fheabhsu.

Airitear ar roinnt de na hlonstraimi Reachtdla is
suntasai a rinneadh sa bhliain 2018:

Rialachdin (Céannachta Caorach) (Leasu) na
gComhphobal Eorpach 2019 (I.R. Uimh. 243 de 2019) a
rinne leasu ar Rialachdin (Céannachta Caorach) (Leasu)
na gComhphobal Eorpach 2011 (I.R. Uimh. 309 de
2011). Rinneadh forail sa leasu le héifeacht 6n 1

7

Meitheamh 2019 nach mér gach caora a bhogtar as
gabhaltas a bheith sainaitheanta go leictreonach.
Rialachan (Aicmil Conablach agus Tuairiscit maidir le
Praghas) na gComhphobal Eorpach 2019 (I.R. Uimh.
254 de 2019) a thugann éifeacht do Rialachan
Tarmligthe an Choimisitin (AE) 2017/1182 den 20
Aibrean 2017 agus Rialachan Cur Chun Feidhme an
Choimisitin (AE) 2017/1184 den 20 Aibrean 2017.
Déantar forail sna Rialachain do thairgeacht, aicmid,
meachan agus lipéadl conablaigh bo-ainmhithe fasta
agus muca. Ta foralacha sna rialachain freisin maidir le
teicnici aicmithe uathoibriocha, cumarsaid maidir le
torthai aicmithe agus tuairiscit maidir le praghas
margaidh.

Rialachdin (Usdid Inbhuanaithe Lotnaidicidi) (Leasu) na
gComhphobal Eorpach 2019 (I.R. Uimh. 438 de 2019) a
dhéanann least ar Rialachain (Usaid Inbhuanaithe
Lotnaidicidi) (Least) na gComhphobal Eorpach 2012
(I.R. Uimh. 155 de2012) agus a thugann éifeacht do
Threoir 2019/782 6n gCoimisiln (AE). Déantar forail sna
Rialachdin seo do na ceanglais chlaraithe d’Usaideoiri
gairmitla trealamh lotnaidicidi, cuireann siad leathnd
ar an gcineal trealamh feidhmithe lotnaidicidi agus
cuireann siad le cosaint foinsi uisce a mbaintear Gsaid
astu d’astarraingt uisce do thomhaltas ag daoine.

Tuarascalacha Staitistiula agus
Anailiseacha

B ‘Sreabhadh adhmaid agus usdid fhuinnimh
bhithmhaise bunaithe ar fhoraois ar oiledn na
hEireann (2018)’

Cuireann an Néta Ceangail seo COFORD sreabhadh
adhmaid Phoblacht na hEireann agus oilean na
hEireann ar fail do 2018, mar aon le hanailis ar an
Usaid a bhaintear as bithmhais chun fuinneamh a
thairgeadh. Ta sé bunaithe ar shonrai an fhémhair
adhmaid naisilnta agus ar shonrai tradala tairgi
foraoise, agus curtha i dtoll a chéile thar ceann na
Roinne Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara.
http://www.coford.ie/media/coford/content/
publications/2018/00900CCNPP51Woodflow%20-
%20We.pdf
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B Staitistici Foraoise: Ta an Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia
agus Mara freagrach as staitistici foraoise a bhailiu
agus a fhoilsit. Cuireann an foilseachan staitistici
maidir le treochtai foraoisithe ar fail ar bhonn
naisilinta agus ar bhonn contae ar chontae.
Déanann sé riand ar thogail boithre foraoise, ar
ghniomhaiocht tanaithe agus ar ghlanleagan crainn
chomh maith le raon oibriochtai bainistiochta
foraoise eile. T4 treochtai i bpraghsanna Lomain
Chruinne mar ghné sa doiciméad freisin mar aon le
heolas maidir le dditean foraoise agus damaiste 6
lotnaidi.
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/
forestservicegeneralinformation/foreststatistics
andmapping/annualforestsectorstatistics/

loncam Comhiomlan Feirme
Forléargas ar Aschur Talmhaiochta 2019

Aschur, lonchur & loncam sa Talmhaiocht, 2018/2019

2018

Luach €m

Aschur Earrai ar Phraghsanna Tairgthe 8,181.8
Aschur Talmhaiochta ar Bhunphraghsanna 8,648.8
Tombhaltas Idirmheanach 6,001.0
Oll-bhreisluach ar Bhunphraghsanna 2,647.8
Tomhaltas Caipitil Sheasta 907.2
Glan-bhreisluach ar Bhunphraghsanna 1,740.6
Foirdheontais Eile lUide Canacha ar Thairgeadh 1,676.3
loncam Fachtéra 3,416.9
Cuiteamh d’Fhostaithe 567.7
Barrachas Oibritichain 2,849.2

Foinse: CSO - Meastachdin Tosaigh ar Aschur, lonchur& loncam Talmhaiochta 2019

De réir Meastachan Tosaigh an CSO ar Aschur, lonchur
agus loncam Talmhaiochta 2019, thainig méadu 6.9%

g0 €3,045 mhillitn ar ioncam comhlan feirme

(barrachas oibritchain) in 2019. Laghd( 16.8% a bhi

ann in 2018. Thainig laghd( 0.7%, n6 €54.1 mhillidn, go
dti €8,127.6 milliun ar luach foriomlan an aschuir earrai
ag praghsanna tairgeora san earnail. Thainig laghdu
3.6%, go dti €5,782.5 millitin, ar an tomhaltas
idirmheanach. 78

2019
Luach €m

8,127.6
8,690.1

5,782.5
2,907.7
907.2
2,000.5
1,628.9
3,629.4
584.2

3,045.2

% d’Athru
(Luach)
2018/2019

-0.7%
+0.5%

-3.6%
+9.8%

+14.9%
-2.8%
+6.2%
+2.9%

+6.9%
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TAIGHDE AGUS NUAIL

Clair lomaiocha um Maoiniu Taighde

Feidhmionn an Roinn tri chlar iomaiocha um maoinid
taighde: an Beart um Thaighde Institidideach ar Bhia
(FIRM); an Ciste um Thaighde a Spreagadh (RSF) agus
an Clar um Thaighde lomaioch Foraoiseachta ar
mhaithe le Forbairt (CoFoRD) go priomha. Déantar
deontais a dhamhadh go tréimhsidil ar thionscadail
taighde ‘ar mhaithe leis an bpobal’ a dtugann
taighdeoiri in Eagraiochtai inchéilithe Eireannacha a
Dhéanann Taighde fathu i ndiaidh Ghlaonna ar
Thograi. Déanann an Roinn seo agus ranna eile iad sin
a sheoladh go naisitinta, né déantar iad a sheoladh go
trasnaisilinta, faoi Lionrai Limistéar Eorpach Taighde
(EraNets) agus faoi Chlar Comhphairtiochta Taighde
agus Forbartha na Stat Aontaithe-na hEireann, go
priomha.

Le seacht mbliana anuas, gealladh €140.4 milliin le
haghaidh tionscadail taighde agraibhia, mara agus
foraoiseachta tri bhithin na clair sin.

Total Committed €140.4m
National & TransNational Funding 2013- 2019

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Infheistiocht faoi Chlair lomaiocha um
Maoiniu Taighde in 2019

€22.7 milliin an méid iomlan de mhaoinit nua a
gealladh ar feadh na gclar agus na sasrai damhachtana
uile in 2019.

Damhachtaini a rinne de bhun Ghlao ar
Thaighde

In 2019, bhain Eagraiochtai Eireannacha a Dhéanann
Taighde, lena n-diritear Teagasc, Ollscoileanna agus

InstitiGidi Teicneolaiochta leas as damhachtaini os
cionn €20.1 mhilliun le haghaidh 38 dtionscadal a
chlidaigh raon réimsi topaici. Chomh maith le fianaise
a ghinidint le haghaidh beartas agus teicneolaiochtai
chun feabhas a chur ar chleachtais agraibhia, cuirfear
fostaiocht dhireach ar fail do 75 taighdeoir ar conradh
agus cuirfear deiseanna oideachais ar fail do 90 mhac
[éinn iarchéime i bhfoirm PhD (55) agus Céimeanna
Maistir (35).

Infheistiocht i dtaighde tri bhithin
Tionscnaimh Tras-naisiunta

In 2019, lean an Roinn ar aghaidh d’Usaid a bhaint as
maoini faoina clair taighde iomaiocha chun a chur ar
chumas thaighdeoiri na hEireann bheith
rannphairteach i gcomhphairtiochtai tras-naisiinta
combhoibriocha tri bhithin Lionrai Limistéar Eorpach
Taighde(ERA-Nets) airithe. An toradh a bheidh ar na
tionscnaimh ERA-NET sin, comhoibrit nios fearr agus
ailinit nios fearr de thosaiochtai taighde naisiinta.
Beidh an scala agus an raon feidhme is ga acu chun
tionchar na ngniomhaiochtai taighde ar fud na hEorpa
a uasmhéadd.

I measc na ngealltanas suntasach faoi na tionscnaimh

sinin 2019 ta:

B €350,000 tiomanta do thaighdeoiri Eireannacha ar
fud ceithre thionscadal (MilKey, GasToGrass, MELS
agus SEASOLUTIONS) faoi “Chomhghniomh ERA-
GAS, SusAn, ICT-AGRI I1” an AE atd comhbhunaithe
ag ERA-NET.

B Rinneadh €300,000 a dhamhadh ar NUIG do
“InFutUReWood” tionscadal AE atd comhbhunaithe
ag ERA-NET ForestValue.

Chomh maith leis sin ta €1.6 milliin ar an iomlan
geallta ag an Roinn d’iarratasdiri taighde institidid-
bhunaithe Eireannach a théann in iomaiocht go rathdil
i dtri chlar nua eile, ERA-NET a bhaineann le FOSC
(Cérais Bia agus Aeraide), ICT-AGRI-FOOD (cérais
agraibhia atd cumasaithe ag ICT-) agus ICRAD
(Comhord Idirnaisitnta Taighde ar Ghalair
Thégélacha Ainmhithe) chomh maith le hAiste Bia
Follain JPI do Ghlao Saol Folldin a fhéachann ar thearc-
chothi i ndaoine scothaosta a chosc (PREVNUT).
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AGRICULTURE 48%

Is comhghuailliocht tri-dhlinse idir Eirinn, Tuaisceart
Eireann agus na Stait Aontaithe i Comhphairtiocht
Taighde agus Forbartha na Stat Aontaithe-na hEireann
ar aidhm léi tionscadail taighde chomh oibriocha agus
nudlacha lena solathraitear luach nios m6 na mar a
bheadh ag iarrachtai aonair a chur chun cinn. An
National Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA) de
chuid Roinn Talmhaiochta na Stat Aontaithe (USDA) a
éascaionn an chuid talmhaiochta de sin. Sheol an
Roinn, i gcomhar le DAERA NI, mar fhreagra ar Ghlao
NIFA 2019, an Glao do Rannphairtithe Eireannacha i
gClar Comhphairtiochta Taighde agus Forbartha na
Stat Aontaithe-na hEireann, lena bhfuil maoinit & chur
ar fail do thograi taighde ar fud sé réimse féideartha
taighde.

Damhachtaini arna ndéanamh i gcomhar le
maoinitheoiri taighde naisiunta eile.

Sa bhliain 2019, rinne an Roinn socrd comhaoinithe le
hUdaras Fuinnimh Inmharthana na hEireann (SEAI),
leis an nGniomhaireacht um Chaomhni Comhshaoil
(EPA) agus le Roinn Gnéthai Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil
agus Tuaithe Thuaisceart Eireann (DAERA NI).
Leanamar freisin lendr gcomhoibrit le Clar larchéime
Fhostaiocht-Bhunaithe na Comhairle um Thaighde
Eireann agus le comhchistiti a dhéanamh ar lonad SFI
VistaMilk. Chomh maith leis sin, gheall an Roinn
combhchistit do cheithre thionscadal faoi Ghlao
Taighde an EPA 2019.

An céatadan caiteachais de réir na
hEarnala.

2019 Awards: National (DAFM alone or with another
funder) and Transnational by programme %

FORESTY 14%

FOOD 38%

An céatadan maoinithe a gealladh in 2019
de réir an tsasra maoinithe

2019 Awards: National (DAFM alone or with another
funder) and TransNational %

TRANSNATIONAL 7%

COFUNDS 4%

NATIONALS 89%

Leanann an Roinn ar aghaidh de mhonatéireacht agus
meastdireacht a dhéanamh ar dhul chun cinn
thionscadail a fuair ddmhachtaini deontais taighde faoi
FIRM, RSF agus CoFoRD. Sa bhliain 2019 cuireadh na
tograi go |éir faoi bhraid tri bhogearrai bainistiochta
nua deontais na Roinne.

Combhoibriu IE-DE

D’eagraigh an Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
(DAFM) agus Teagasc, ag eascairt as Comhphlean
Gniomhaiochta na hEireann - na Gearmaine ar
chomhoibrit déthaobhach, i gcomhar leis an Aireacht
Cénaidhme do Bhia agus Talmhaiochta (BMEL), an
Oifig Chénaidhme do Thalmhaiocht agus Bia (BLE)
agus Instititid Leibniz d’Innealtdireacht Talmhaiochta
agus Bithgheilleagar (ATB), Ceardlann Déthaobhach na
Gearmaine-na hEireann in Institidid Leibniz
d’Innealtdireacht Talmhaiochta agus Bithgheilleagar
(ATB), Potsdam an 25-26 Samhain 2019. Bhi an
cheardlann seo, a raibh sé mar aidhm [éi éilimh
chomhthaighde a aithint, agus bunchloch stuama a
bhund do chomhoibrit taighde trasnaisiinta amach
anseo, ag dirit ar réimsi agri-dhigitit agus diansaothri
taighde agus nudlaiocht maidir le talmhaiocht, athrd
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aeraide agus bainistiocht Usaid talin ar mhaithe le
cuidit le céras ata neodrach 6 thaobh carbdin agus
coras agraibhia ciorclach. Chuir institiGidi taighde na
hEireann (ina measc, Teagasc, Coldiste na hOllscoile,
Corcaigh, Instititid Tyndall, Ollscoil Luimnigh, Instititid
Teicneolaiochta Chorcai, an Choldiste Ollscoile, Baile
Atha Cliath, Ollscoil Mha Nuad, Instititid
Teicneolaiochta Phort Lairge, NUI Gaillimh) dha
chainteoir is fiche ar fail don cheardlann a dhirigh ar
cheithre phriomhabhar: Bainistiocht Ithir, Bainistiocht
Talamh Féaraigh, Ciorclaiocht Cothaithe agus Tithiocht
d’Ainmhithe, ar mhaithe le tus a chur le cuspdiri an
tionscnaimh a chomhlionadh.

Horizon 2020 agus Horizon Europe

Is Creat chlar AE um Thaighde agus Nuail (2014-20) é
Fis 2020. An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara i
gcomhar le Foras na Mara (M) ata freagrach as an
réimse maoinithe Dushlan Sochaioch 2 (SC-2) de chuid
Horizon 2020, a bhfuil ciste €3.8 billiin aige - lena n-
airitear €850 millitin a leithdhaileadh ar Ghnéthas
Comhphairteach na dTionscal Bithbhunach (BBI JU).
Cuireann an Roinn agus MI Toscairi Naisitnta (ND) agus
Pointi Teagmhala NaisiGinta (NCP) ar fail do SC-2, lena
gcumhdaitear gniomhaiochtai Agraibhia,
Foraoiseachta agus Mara, Forbairt Tuaithe agus an
Bithgheilleagar agus cuireann an Roinn ionadaithe ar
fail chomh maith do Ghripa lonadaioch Stat BBI. Ta
sprioc naisilnta iostarraingthe de €1.25 billiin leagtha
amach ag an Rialtas 6 Horizon 2020, lena n-airitearan
sprioc iostarraingthe €77 millidin (2%) 6 bhuiséad SC2.
€14.48 mhillitin a bhi in {ostarraingt na hEireann 6
chlair arna maoinid ag BBl agus SC-2 do 2019, rud a
fhagann gur €85.64 milliGin an t-iomlan go dti seo; is é
sin, 2.22% de bhuiséad SC2 foriomlan.

Le linn na bliana 2019, freastalaiodh ar cheithre
chruinnid Choiste Clar Horizon 2020, is cruinnithe
d’ionadaithe iad na cruinnithe seo 6 gach tir ata
rannphairteach i Horizon 2020 agus tugann siad an deis
le cumarsaid dhireach a dhéanambh idir gach tir agus
leis an gCoimisiun chun cuidid le treo an chreatchlair a
stiiradh agus le monatéireacht a dhéanamh air.
Chomh maith leis sin, freastalaiodh ar chruinnit
ullmhuichain tosaigh Horizon Europe até ar na bacain
agus a bhfuil tds le cur leis sa bhliain 2021, ar | oscailte
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a bhi ann maidir le Taighde agus Nualaiocht. Bhian
Misean nua maidir le Sldinte Ithreach agus Bia mar
théama ag an gCruinnid. Rinneadh monatdireacht
freisin ar an gComhaontu nua Glas don Eoraip; is
ionann é seo agus glao nua €1 billiin a bheidh a
sheoladh i ndeireadh na bliana 2020 chun cuidid leis an
Eoraip a haidhm a chur i gcrich mar mhér-roinn ata
neodrach 6 thaobh carbéin a bhaint amach faoin
mbliain 2050. Ag leibhéal naisiinta d’fhreastail an
Roinn, an Ml agus Teagasc ar chruinnithe gripa
ardleibhéil faoi chathaoirleacht na Roinne Gnd, Fiontar
agus Nualaiochta (DBEI) chun a bheith ar an eolas
maidir leis an dul chun cinn i réimsi spéise ata ar na
bacain. Rinne NCP na Roinne cur i lathair do lucht
taighde i gColaiste Ollscoile Bhaile Atha Cliath agus
Colaiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh ar dheiseanna ata fanta
faoi Horizon 2020. Rinne sé dluthcheangail a
chothabhdil le comhghleacaithe i dTuaisceart Eireann
chun cuidit le hiarratais ldidre comhoibriocha
Thuaidh-Theas a ghinitint, agus ma éirionn leo,
rachaidh siad chun leasa don tir ina hiomlaine.

An Grupa Cur Chun Feidhme
Bithgheilleagair

Bhi tri chruinnit in 2019 ag Grupa Cur Chun Feidhme
ardleibhéil, faoi chomhchathaoirleacht na Roinne agus
na Roinne Cumarsdide, Gniomhaithe ar son na
hAeraide agus Comhshaoil, ina bhfuil naoi Ranndg
agus ocht nGniomhaireacht. Chuir an gripa cur chun
feidhme tuarascail ar fail don Rialtas a chomhaontaigh
an Chombh-Aireacht i mi an Mheithimh 2019 a thug
[éiriti ar na gniomhaiochtai ata idir lAmha acu go dti
seo leis na gniomhartha sa réiteas beartais maidir leis
an mbithgheilleagar a chur i bhfeidhm. Ina theannta
sin, chomhordaigh an Gripa Cur Chun Feidhme L3
Faisnéise i UL i mi Bealtaine 2019 leis na
comhphairtithe Foras na Mara, Idir-Thradail Eireann
agus Roinn Comhshaoil, Talmhaiochta, Gnéthai
Tuaithe, Thuaisceart Eireann, chun aird a tharraingt ar
dheiseanna maoinithe ata ar fail faoi thionscnamh an
AE, Gndthas Comhphairteach na dTionscal
Bithbhunach. Rinne an Gripa Cur Chun Feidhme
comhord ar Sheachtain Bithgheilleagar na hEireann
freisin i mi Deireadh Fémhair 2019, lena n-airitear, raon
imeachtai a bhi ar sidl ar fud na tire.
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Codex Alimentarius

Lean Eire de bheith rannphéirteach go hiomlan in
Codex Alimentarius in 2019. Ta an Roinn fds ag
comhordU agus ina cathaoirleach ar Choiste
Combhairleach Codex na hEireann (ICAC), a thainig le
chéile faoi dhé in 2019 agus a thug deis do na
priomhphdirtithe leasmhara in Eirinn rann chur le
foirmlit seasamh na hEireann i leith gach saincheist
Codex. D’fheidhmigh oifigigh 6n Roinn, 6 Ranna
Rialtais eile agus 6 Ghniomhaireachtai Stait mar
ionadaithe na hEireann ag clig seisitin de Choisti
Codex éagsula in 2019 agus ag cruinnithe Pairti Oibre
de chuid Chomhairle an AE, rud a léirigh an meascan
saineolais a theastaionn chun dul i ngleic leis an réimse
casta saincheisteanna a bplé.

Taighde maidir leis an Aeraid

Lean an Roinn agus Teagasc le tacaiocht laidir a
thabhairt d’infheistiocht i dtaighde agus le
rannphairtiocht i dtaighde a bhaineann le haeraid tri
chreatai maoinithe naisiinta éagsula; Creatchlair
Nudlaiochta agus Taighde AE; agus tionscnaimh
trasnaisitinta ar nés an Chomhaontais Domhanda um
Thaighde ar Ghais Ceaptha Teasa Talmhaiochta agus
Tionschamh Comhchlair an AE maidir le Bia,
Talmhaiocht, Athr( Aeraide agus Timpeallachta.

Chomh maith leis sin, chomhoibrigh an Roinn le
glaonna taighde an EPA agus le linn na bliana 2019
rinne an Roinn agus EPA comhaoinit ar thionscadal ar
a dtugtar ‘SEQUESTER’ le himpleachtai na médulachta
6 thaobh a bheith neodrach 6 thaobh carbdin a aithint
agus a iniuchadh.
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Forléargas

Leanann an earnail talmhaiochta agus bia le rél
rithdbhachtach a bheith aici i ngeilleagar na hEireann agus
b’ionann onnmbhairi agraibhia agus 9.5% d’onnmhairithe
jomlana ar luach de €14.5 billitin a chiallaigh fas os cionn
63% 6n mbliain 2010. An Riocht Aontaithe an ceann scribe
ba mhé i gconai d’onnmbhairi agraibhia. B’fhil €5.5 billiun
na honnmhairi in 2019, né 38% de na honnmbhairi uile.
B’fhit €4.7 billiin iad onnmbhairi chuig an AE (gan an RA san
aireamh) agus b’fhit €4.3 billiin iad onnmhairi chuig an
geuid eile den domhan in 2019. Bhi Tairgi Déiriochta ag
€5.0 billiun, Earnail na Mairteola ag €2.3 billiin agus
Earnail na nDeochanna ag €1.7 billitin ar na tri chatagdir ab
airde sa bhliain 2019 arbh ionann é agus €9.1 billidin n
63% in onnmhairithe agraibhia ar fud an domhain.

Cuireann an earnail agraibhia cion suntasach le fostaiocht,
arbh ionann é agus 7.1% den fhostaiocht iomlan né
164,400 post, i gceantair thuaithe agus costa.

Deochanna Biotaille

Is tiomanai mor de ghniomhaiocht eacnamaioch ar feadh
gheilleagar na hEireann é an tionscal di, ar macrai leibhéal
agus ar leibhéal tuaithe. B’fhiti €1.71 billidn na honnmhairi
in 2019. B’fhil €1.56 billiin onnmhairi deochanna
alcdlacha sa bhliain 2019. Ta na Stait Aontaithe ar an
margadh onnmhairi alcélacha is tabhachtai i gcnai agus
mar thoradh air sin is ionann Uisce Beatha na hEireann
(€517.5 milliun) agus onnmhairi uachtar licéir Eireannaigh
(€183.3 milliun) agus 41% (€701 milliin) d’onnmbhairi.

Chonacthas ardd ar onnmhairi i ngach catagdir, lena n-
airitear jin, beoir agus ceirtlis. Bhi bliain as cuimse ag uisce
beatha Eireannach. Choinnigh uachtar licéir Eireannaigh a
sciar den mhargadh, in ainneoin ddshlain a bhain le taraifi
na Stait Aontaithe ar thairgi déiriochta AE. Ta fas tagtha ar
an tionscal driogtha 6 3 dhrioglann in 2014 go dti 31 ag
deireadh na bliana 2019 agus ta 32 eile 8 moladh. Cuireann
an t-éileamh dubailte ar Uisce Beatha na hEireann i go leor
margai treallds faoin fhas méide san earnail.

Tathar ag suil le fas suntasach ar onnmhairi sa
mhedntéarma, agus ta deis ag an tionscal fas ar a laghad
85% go dti os cionn €2 bhillitin a bhaint amach maidir le
honnmhairi, agus poist bhreise a chruthi agus a choimead,
i dtuath na hEireann go priomha. Leanadh leis an bhfés ar
onnmbhairi uisce beatha Eireannach in 2018.

In 2019, Baineadh luach breis is €810 milliin amach den
chéad uair agus b’ionann sin agus fas carnach os cionn
194% ar an gcatagoir sna seacht bliana ¢ 2012. Na Stait
Aontaithe an margadh ba thabhachtai, ina bhfacthas fas
breis is 324% i dtréimhse seacht mbliana ar mhéideannain
2012, rud ab ionann agus beagnach 64% de na honnmhairi
uisce beatha uile in 2019.

| dteannta onnmhairi uachtar licéir Eireannaigh, ar tugadh
luach €364 mhilliun déibh, ba rannchuidid ollmhér ag
deochanna biotéilleacha Eireannacha le feidhmiocht
onnmhairithe thionscal bia agus di na hEireann. Aris, na
Stait Aontaithe an margadh ba thabhachtai, agus é ba
chdis le breis is 50% de na honnmhairi uachtar licéir
Eireannaigh uile.

Uisce Beatha Eireannach 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Onnmhairi Uile €m 316,916 348,067 442,427 503,576 576,419 647,174 811,688
Onnmbhairithe chuig 147,161 165,397 233,343 291,892 340,754 382,097 517,416
na Stait Aontaithe €m

Uachtar Licéir Eireannaigh 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Onnmhairi Uile €m 336,026 287,250 311,064 292,858 326,729 343,352 364,026
Onnmbhairithe chuig 139,009 131,291 163,220 144,791 166,105 168,519 183,632

Aontaithe €m
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Tasca Geografacha: Biotailli Cosanta

Leagtar amach i Rialachan 110/2008 (a dtiocfaidh
Rialachan 2019/787 ina &it) sainmhinithe ar na
catagdiri deochanna biotailleacha (deochanna
alcélacha le hiosmhéid alcéil 15%), lena n-airitear rum,
uisce beatha, jin, vodca agus licéir, agus tugtar
aitheantas agus cosaint ann do liosta tasc geografach
(Gl) maidir le deochanna biotdilleacha, lena n-airitear
uisce beatha Eireannach, uachtar licéir Eireannach
agus Poitin Eireannach.

An Roinn a dhéanann seicealacha um fhiort ar Uachtar
Licéir Eireannach agus na Coimisinéiri loncaim a
dhéanann seiceélacha ar Poitin Eireannach agus ar
Uisce Beatha Eireannach. Déantar na tri dheoch
biotdilleacha a chosaint ar bhonn uile-oileanda.

Ta iarratais ar fhioru riachtanach d’aitribh a bhfuil baint
acu le grudaireacht, giosail, driogadh, aibiu, buidéald
agus lipéadd na ndeochanna biotailleacha sin. Faoi
Rialachan 110/2008 gearrtar muirear ar na cuairteanna
sin.

In 2019, fuair an Roinn iarratais é ocht n-aitreabh a
bhfuil baint acu le hUachtar Licéir Eireannaigh a
thairgeadh agus rinne na Coimisinéiri loncaim
seicealacha fioraithe ar 58 aitreabh tairgthe Uisce
Beatha Eireannach. Ina theannta sin, rinne siad
seicedlacha fioraithe ar 12 aitreabh Poitin Eireannach.

Tasca Geografacha (GlI) maidir le Bia

Laistigh den AE, tugann na scéimeanna PDO
(Sonruchan Cosanta Tionschaimh), PGI (Tasc Cosanta
Geografach) agus TSG (Sainearrai Traidisiiinta faoi
Rathaiocht) an deis bianna ardchéiliochta atd nasctha
le réigiun geografach a shainaithint. | rith 2019,
d’oibrigh an Roinn le roinnt moltdiri chun iarratais a
fhorbairt agus chun dul chun cinn a dhéanamh ar
léirithe spéise a bhi faighte cheana. Ta ocht Gl bia
claraithe in Eirinn faoi lathair - Salann Séile Oriel (PDO)
agus Mianrai Saile Oriel (PDO), Blaa/Blaa Phort Lairge
(PGI), Uaineoil Sléibhe Chonamara (PGl), Bradan
Chliara (PGI), Regato Ui Mhic Coille (PDO), Putég Dhonn
Thigh Molaige (PGI), Putég Dhubh na Snadhma (PGl) a
bronnadh stadas Gl uirthi i mi na Nollag 2019. Ta
iarratais Uaineoil Sléibhe an Chomaraigh agus Cuirini
Dubha Loch Garman, tar éis déibh an Combhairliichan
Eorpach a bheith tugtha chun criche go rathdil acu, a

84

scrudu go grinn ag an gCoimisidin Eorpach, ar
feitheambh ar a bhfoilsit ag an gComhairliichan
Eorpach.

Iniuchoireacht Gl Choimisiun an Aontaigh
Eorpaigh 2019

Mar chuid de ghnath Plean Cigireachta maidir le
hiniichdireacht Bhliantdil Choimisidin an AE, thug
seirbhis initchdireachta Choimisitin an AE, DG SANTE
faoi mhisean initichdireachta chun na hEireann i mi
Mean Fomhair 2019 le meastdireacht a dhéanamh ar
Chérais Rialaithe a bhaineann le Sonrtchain
Tionscnaimh faoi Chosaint (PDO), Tasca Geografacha
faoi Chosaint (PGI) agus (Sainearrai Traidisitnta faoi
Rathaiocht) (TSG) do Thairgi Talmhaiochta agus do
Bhia-Abhar agus Tasca geografacha (Gl) maidir le
deochanna biotailleacha.

Is é a bhi mar chuspdir leis an iniichdireacht a dhearbhu
go raibh rialuithe oifigidla na hEireann do théirgi Gl 4
ndéanamh de réir rialachain AE. Léiritearidtoradh
foriomlan na hinitchdireachta go bhfuil an tir seo ag
feidhmiu go sasuil maidir le Rialachain agus Rialuithe GI.
Cé go raibh na concldidi foriomlan dearfach den chuid is
m& agus gur bhreithnigh an chigireacht go raibh cirsai
ar an iomlan leordhéthanach, bhi lion beag de (mhion)
thorthai a bhain go sonrach le treoir a tugadh do na
cigiri maidir le haonfhoirmeacht a chinntid i seicedlacha
dearbhaithe agus chur chun feidhme plean samplala
oifigitiil PGI/PDO.

Chombhaontaigh an Roinn plean gniomhaiochta leis na
hUdaréis Innidlachta go éir ata bainteach leis an
bproéiseas le haghaidh a thabhairt ar na torthai. Tathar
ag suil le dul chun cinn suntasach a dhéanamh ar
ghnéithe airithe ar nés comhaontd maidir le Prétacal
agus Meabhran Tuisceana (MOU) idir na hUdarais
Innidlachta go léir ata rannphairteach agus le forbairt
Plean Samplala Naisitinta maidir le hUisce Beatha na
hEireann le linn na bliana 2020.

Lipéadu

Leagtar amach rialacha lipéadaithe a bhaineann le tairgi
sonracha sna Rialachain AE maidir le fionta, deochanna
biotailleacha, fionta cumhraithe, st torthai, caifé,
seaclaid, subha, gléthacha agus mar malaidi, chun
barantdlacht a chinntid agus chun tomhaltéiri agus
tairgeoiri a chosaint. I rith 2019, rinne an Roinn
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seicedlacha ar an leibhéal miondiola lena chinntid go
raibh lipéid thairgi ag teacht leis na Rialachain sin agus
le riachtanais lipéadaithe go ginearalta mar a
fhorordaitear sna Rialachain. Le blianta beaga anuas,
sainaithniodh ardu ar an méid calaoise idirlin in aghaidh
thairgi PDO agus PGl claraithe san earnail bia agus di
san AE. Ta an Roinn ag leanuint uirthi ag fiosrd go
réamhghniomhach cibé an ann d’easghairm agus do
mhi fhaisnéis ar line ar laithredin ghréasain agus ar na
medin shdisialta. Ta freagairti il-ghniomhaireachta
comhordaithe ag an Roinn freisin ar iarratais agus ar
fhiosraithe 6 Bhallstait Eile.

An Treoir maidir le Cleachtais Tradala
Eagdracha

Thainig Treoir 2019/633 (AE) maidir le cleachtais

tradala éagdracha i ngaolmhaireachtai gnoé-le-gnd i
slabhra an tsolathair bhia i bhfeidhm an 30 Aibreén
2019. Ceanglaitear le Dli an AE nach mér an Treoir a
aistrid go dti an dli ndisiiinta faoin 1 Bealtaine 2021.

Bunaiodh grdpa oibre tras-rannach leis an Roinn Gnd,
Fiontar agus Nualaiochta (DBEI) i mi Aibrean 2019 a
thainig le chéile seacht n-uaire, le fiosrd a dhéanamh ar
na himpleachtai beartais agus oibriochta a bhaineann
leis an Treoir a aistriti agus a fhorfheidhmid. Leanann
an Roinn ar aghaidh ag obair le Coimisitin an AE maidir
leis an Treoir.

Sheol an Roinn, i mi Deireadh Fémhair 2019, prdiseas
combhairlitchain phoibli ar aistrit na Treorach.
Fuarthas os cionn 650 aighneacht 6 dhaoine aonair,
eagraiochta pairtithe leasmhara agus 6 ionadaithe
pobail.

An tlonad um Bianna Tomhaltdra
Ullmhaithe

Ba 6n earnail Bianna Tomhaltéra Ullmhaithe (PCF) a
rinneadh €2.7 billin d’onnmbhairi agus €3.8 billidn
d’allmhairi san earnail agraibhia in 2019. Is chun na
Riochta Aontaithe a chuireadh 67% (2019) de na
honnmhairithe seo, da bhri sin, ta an earnail
neamhchosanta 6 thaobh an Bhreatimeachta. Chun
aghaidh a thabhairt ar dhdshléin seo an
Bhreatimeachta agus ar na leibhéil isle Taighde agus
Forbartha go traidisiinta a dhéanann comhlachtai ata
san earnail, seoladh an tlonad um Bianna Tomhaltéra
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Ullmhaithe i ndeireadh na bliana 2018. Ag eascairt as
maoinil a rinneadh roimhe seo, cuireadh €5m eile ar
fail don ionad i mBuiséad 2019. Leanann an t-ionad le
tacaiocht a thabhairt do chuideachtai san Earnail, tri
threalamh a cheannach agus tri spas a chur ar fail lena
Usaid, a chuireann ar chumas na gcomhlachtai seo
piolétu a dhéanamh ar mheaisini, cur lena dtairgeadh
féin agus cur ar a gcumas glacadh le teicneolaiochtai
nua chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar éilimh agus ar
ionchais tomhaltéra ata ag teacht chun cinn. Is féidir le
comhlachtai leas a bhaint as an saineolas ata ag
foireann Teagasc freisin 6 thaobh pioléta agus forbairt
adhéanambh ar thairgi bia.

Bhain 66 comhlacht leas ar na saoraidi san lonad um
Bianna Tomhaltéra Ullmhaithe (PCFC) suas go dti
deireadh mhi na Nollag 2019 6 osclaiodh an t-ionad i
mi Deireadh Fémhair 2018.

Scéim Infheistiochta Caipitil Fhiontraiocht
Eireann -Ciste Infheistiochta Caipitil SME

Déantar an scéim a fheidhmi( trid Fiontar Eireann agus
ta si oscailte do gach fiontar Beag agus Meanmhéide
agus é mar aidhm leis cabhru leo a dtéirgiGlacht agus a
n-iomaiocht a fheabhst i gcomhthéacs dhishlain an
Bhreatimeachta tri bhithin teicneolaiochta agus
trealamh caipititil nua a cheannach agus tri nuail. Sa
bhliain 2019 fuarthas tri chead faoin scéim seo ar luach
iomlan de €466,877.

An Earnail Bhia Ceardai agus Sainbhia - An
Tionscnamh Bia LEADER

Leithdhaileadh €15 milliin do Thionscnamh Bia
LEADER faoi Phlean Forbartha Tuaithe (RDP) 2014-
2020, chun tacu le bia ceardai, le tairgeoiri an-bheag
agus tairgeoiri beaga bia i gceantair thuaithe. Déantar
an maoiniu a sheachadadh faoi mhodheolaiocht
LEADER. Sa bhliain 2019, ceadaiodh 24 tionscadal nua
do mhaoinit faoin scéim. Ba €3.4 milliin an costas
iomlan a bhain leis na tionscadail cheadaithe a
thabhairt chun criche. Cuireann LEADER pairt-
mhaoiniu ar fail do thionscadal ceadaithe agus da réir
sin bhi €1.72 milliin de mhaoiniu ar fail lena tharraingt
anuas ar bhonn céimnithe ar fud 24 tionscadal
ceadaithe. Faoi dheireadh na bliana 2019 bhi ar an
jomlan a €317,374 ioctha amach faoi scéim LEADER do
thionscadail éagsula a bhi ceadaithe.
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Bia Ceardai, Bia Aititiil agus Sainbhia

In 2019, rinneadh dul chun cinn ar bhia ceardai, bia aitiuil
agus sainbhia a fhorbairt tri bhithin bearta a fhaigheann
tacaiocht 6n Roinn, 6 Bhord Bia agus 6 Theagasc. Go
sonrach, thug an Roinn maoiniu de thuairim is €30,000 i
sparanachtai do mhic léinn ag tabhairt faoin Dioplémai
dTairgeadh Sainbhia ag Colaiste na hOllscoile Corcaigh.
Is bonnchursa sparanachta aon bhliain amhain ata sa
Diopléma (fetac leibhéal 7) in eolaiocht an bhia agusi
ngnd an bhia do thairgeoiri bia, do ghndlachtai
féideartha nua-thionscanta, doibh siid a bhfuil spéis acu
gndlachtai bia ceardai a fhorbairt agus/né an earnail
ceardaithe bia a chur chun cinn. Redchtalann lonad
Oiliina Thionscal an Bhia i gColaiste na hOllscoile,
Corcaigh, an cursa (cuid den Scoil Ealaiona Cécaireachta
agus Teicneolaiocht Bia). Rinne Colaiste na hOllscoile,
Corcaigh, an Diopléma a fhorbairt sa bhliain 2005 i
gcomhphairtiocht le CAIS, Slowfood Ireland, Scoil
Choécaireachta Ballymaloe, Teagasc agus an Rannég
Tréidliachta, Comhairle Chontae Chorcai, d’fho-earnail
an bhia ceardai. Ta siad seo mar phairtithe leasmhara i
gconai agus cuireann Bord Bia, Teagasc agus an FSAI
moduil cdrsa ar fail agus neartaionn an ghné naisitnta.

Mar is ionduil, ta lion micrea-chuideachtai bunaithe ag
céimithe an Diopléma, agus cuireann roinnt de na
hoibreoiri bia seo ar scala beag, leathnu ar a ngndlachtai
aitiula chuig leibhéal réigitinach ina dhiaidh sin. Ta dul
chun cinn déanta ag céimithe freisin laistigh de Cholaiste
na hOllscoile, Corcaigh, 6 thaobh tuilleadh forbartha a
dhéanambh ar a gcuid scileanna, le cailiochtai a fhail agus
lena gcuid cuideachtai a fhorbairt agus/né lena bheith
pairteach i dtionscnaimh i dtionscal an bhia chun
forbairt tairge a éascu. Ta ddmhachtaini bainte amach ag
roinnt céimithe as a gcuid tairgi. Tagann an Diopléma
laistigh de mholtai an bheartais naisitnta, vis-a-vis
forbairt a dhéanamh ar earnalacha bia ceardai agus
sainbhia na hEireann, Food Wise 2025 CEDRA 2019 go
sonrach.

Clair Promoisean an AE do Thairgi
Talmhaiochta -Réimeas AE

Ta maoiniu AE ar fail do chomhlachtai san earndil
agraibhia ar bhonn iomaioch d’fhonn cur chur cinn
cinedlach a dhéanambh ar chailiocht, sdbhailteacht, cothu
n6 modhanna tairgthe thairgi talmhaiochta san AE.
Feidhmionn réimeas an AE maidir le Beartas Promaisin
do Thairgi Agraibhia mar eochair chun margai nua a
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oscailt agus chun comhphairtithe tradala a éagsula. Tri
bhithin an comhainmneoir - 'Enjoy, it’s from Europe/, ta
mar aidhm leis cabhru le gairmithe san earnail briseadh
isteach i margai idirndisiiinta né iad a dhaingnid agus
tomhaltdiri a chur nios mé ar an eolas faoi na hiarrachtai
a dhéanann feirmeoiri Eorpacha.

Ta€201.1 millidn ar fad ar fail do chlair phromaisin ar
ratai cdmhaoinithe AE idir 70% agus 85% - ta fuilleach an
mhaoinithe 15%/20%/30% de dhith 6n tionscal. Leagtar
amach i gclar oibre bliantuil na tosaiochtai straitéiseacha
bliantdla do bhearta promdisin 6 thaobh na tairgi,
scéimeanna agus margai a bhfuiltear le dirid orthu an
bhliain sin, chomh maith leis na buiséid leithdhdilte
ghaolmhara. Eisionn an Ghniomhaireacht nua
Feidhmilchain Tomhaltéra, Slainte, Talmhaiochta agus
Bia (CHAFEA) glaonna ar thograi i mi Eanair gach bliain,
agus déanann si na clair a mheas agus a roghnt ina
dhiaidh sin. Bhi Bord Bia ina urraitheoir ar chlar Muiceola
agus Eineola sa tSin agus i Meicsiceo a bhi i measc na
margai a roghnaiodh le haghaidh maoinithe a thosdidh i
mi Eanair 2020.

Ta roinnt Clar Promdisean ar sitl ag an Roinn faoi lathair
agus comhlachtai 6 earnail agraibhia na hEireann i gceist
le gach ceann diobh; “Néiméid Bhainne”, “NG Déan ach
Muisiritin a Chur Leis”; “Uaineoil Eorpach “Blasta, Easca,
Spraitil” agus “Mairteoil agus Uaineoil Eorpach -
Sdrmhaitheas i Sabhdilteacht agus Inbhuanaitheacht
Bia’.

An Clar Food Dudes/Scéim Scoile Thorthai &
Ghlasrai

Is clar athraithe iompair dreasaithe ata bunaithe ar
fhianaise é an clar Food Dudes, a d’fhorbair an tAonad
um Thaighde Bia agus Gniomhaiochta, Ollscoil Bangor,
an Bhreatain Bheag. T4 an Bord Bia, facina shainchrram
gairneoireachta, ag bainistit agus maoirsit chur i
bhfeidhm an chlair Food Dudes 6 rolladh amach é ar
dtds in Eirinn in 2005. An Roinn agus an AE a mhaoinionn
e tri bhithin Scéim Scoileanna an AE a chuimsionn Scéim
Scoile Thorthai agus Glasrai. Ta sé mar aidhm le Food
Dudes cur le tomhaltas torthai agus glasrai i measc
leanai bunscoile tri ghlasrai agus torthai a bhlaiseadh
aris agus aris eile thar thréimhse idirghabhala 16 13, le
tacaiocht 6 bhearta a ghabhann leis i bhfoirm eiseamlairi
(Laochra Food Dudes) agus duaiseanna beaga. Bhi
117,234 leanai agus 700 scoil rannphairteach sa chlar sa
scoilbhliain2018/2019.
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An Scéim Bainne Scoile

Ta Scéim Bainne Scoile an AE (SMS) i bhfeidhm in Eirinn
6 1982 agus an cuspoir [éi tomhaltas bainne i measc
leanai scoile a chur chun cinn agus a spreagadh. An
Roinn agus an AE a mhaoinionn an Scéim tri bhithin an
Scéim Scoile. Ceapadh an Chomhairle Naisi(inta
Déiriochta in 2017 chun cur i bhfeidhm na Scéime
Bainne Scoile in Eirinn a mhaoirsit. Rinne an NDC
maoirseacht le linn scoilbhliain 2018/19, ar dhaileadh
1,540,620 litear bainne chuig 577 scoil agus do 52,252
leanbh. Cuireadh lion bearta a ghabhann leis chun taci
le daileadh an bhainne do leanai i bhfeidhm ar nés
‘Seachtain Bhainne na Scoileanna Naisiunta’ agus
cuireadh pleananna ceachtanna oideachais
saindeartha a dhirionn ar inbhuanaitheacht, ar an
gcomhshaol agus ar shldinte agus ar choth( i bhfeidhm
freisin.

Bord Bia

Tacaionn Bord Bia le |éargas agus saineolas margaidh
do chomhlachtai bia agus di de chuid na hEireann agus
iad agiarraidh caidreamh tradala fadtéarmach a
chothl i margai onnmhairithe sa RA, ar mhér-roinn na
hEorpa agus go hidirndisiiinta. Shainaithin siad margai
nua agus margai a bhi ag teacht chun cinn freisin, go
héirithe san Aise.

Raiteas Straitéise

Is i seo an chéad bhliain de Raiteas Straitéise 2019-2021
Bhord Bia “Difreail a Fhorbairt, Fas a Ghnothd”. Is mar
seo a leanas ata fis Bhord Bia do thionscal bia agus di
na hEireann “Tairgi bia, di agus gairneoireachta de
scoth na hEireann a chur faoi bhraid an domhain
mhair, ag cumasu fas agus inbhuanaitheacht tairgeoiri
ar an mbealach sin”.

Leagtar ceithre thosaiocht amach sa Straitéis, a
chuirfidh le seachadadh spriocanna onnmbhairithe
treochlar thionscal agraibhia na hEireann: - Food Wise
2025 Orthu sin ta:

(i) Rathullacht agus Fas sa Mhargadh a Thiomaint
(ii) Léargas chun Fas a Chumhachti

(iii) Cur leis an gCail maidir le Fas

(iv) Feidhmiocht tri Dhaoine.
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Aithnionn custaiméiri ar fud an domhain nach féidir bia
agus deoch na hEireann a shart: go bhfuil siad ar
ardchailiocht, saintréitheach, agus a ndéanamh ag
raon éagsUil tairgeoiri cruthaitheacha é ionad oilednda
uathuil agus amharach.

Ta Bord Bia dearfach i gconai go leanfaidh an
teachtaireacht dubailte, sé sin, inbhuanaitheacht agus
cailiocht le margai nua a oscailt suas do thairgeoiri bia
na hEireann ar fud an domhain.

Origin Green

Leanann cldr inbhuanaitheachta na hEireann de
thionscal bia agus di na hEireann a thabhairt ar aistear
na tairgitlachta bia inbhuanaithe. | measc na
gcomhaltai ta feirmeoiri, tairgeoiri bia, miondioltoiri
agus oibritheoiri seirbhisi bia, gach duine diobh
tiomanta d’fheabhstichain intomhaiste ar an
bhfeidhmiocht comhshaoil. Faoi dheireadh na bliana
2019, ag leibhéal déantisaiochta, miondiola agus
seirbhise bhia, bhi ar an iomlan 345 comhalta
deimhnithe Origin Green ann, chomh maith leis sin bhi
pleananna cléraithe ag 625, bhi 156 ag céim forbartha
plean agus chuir 124 plean faoi bhraid.

Ag leibhéal miondiola agus seirbhise bia bhi 11
comhalta deimhnithe Origin Green ann agus tal4 eile
claraithe agus i mbun forbartha go gniomhach ar
phleananna inbhuanaitheachta.

Rinne Bord Bia 6stail ar naoi gcinn de sheimineair
gréasain réamhléiritheach maidir le plean forbartha sa
bhliain 2019. Chuir an seiminear gréasain, Origin Green
in aithne do chomhaltai nua, agus rinneadh meantéir
tiomanta Origin Green a shannadh déibh freisin agus
bhi siad rannphairteach i gclrsa sé seachtaine maidir le
plean forbartha. D’fhreastail os cion 20 cuideachta ar
gach aon seisiun.

An Scéim Dearbhaithe Cailiochta
Inbhuanaithe

Ag deireadh na bliana 2019 bhi thart ar 54,000 tairgeoir
mar chombhaltai d’Origin Green agus ta lion acu i
gceann amhain n6 nios mé de Scéimeanna
Dearbhaithe Céiliochta Inbhuanaithe. T4 53,337
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comhalta ann den Scéim um Dhearbhi Mairteola agus
Uaineola Inbhuanaithe, 16,094 comhalta den Scéim um
Dhearbh( Déiriochta Inbhuanaithe chomh maith le
scéimeanna cdiliochta Bord Bia d’éineoil, muiceoil,
gairneoireacht taitneamhachta, torthai agus glasrai. Ar
aniomlan, rinneadh 35,733 inilchdireacht maidir leis
an Scéim um Dearbhu Mairteola agus Uaineola
Inbhuanaithe sa bhliain 2019, ard( de 2,179 ar an
mbliain 2018. Astu sin, rinneadh 78% acu ar
fheirmeacha mairteola amhdin, 18% ar fheirmeacha
mairteola agus caoireola agus an 4% eile ar
fheirmeacha caoireola amhain. Tugadh faoi 8% de na
hinidchdireachtai ar fheirmeacha iarrataséiri nua né
iarratasoiri atd ag déanambh iarratas ar an scéim den
dara huair.

Chuir an obair a rinneadh ar Origin Green sa bhliain
2019 le seasamh na hEireann mar cheannaire uathdil
san inbhuanaitheacht. Mar éirid air sin, déanfaidh
Bord Bia 6stail ar Chruinnit Mullaigh Domhanda maidir
leis an Inbhuanaitheacht in lonad Comhdhéla Bhaile
Atha Cliath i Medn Fémhair 2020.

Thug Bord Bia faoi straitéis chumarsaide le buntaisti
inbhraite agus dobhraite Origin Green a léirit do bhonn
leathan pairtithe leasmhara sa bhliain 2019. Bhi a
thionchar a chur in itl go direach do chomhaltai i gceist
leis sin; saoranaigh a spreagadh a bheith ar an eolas
faoin gclar agus a bheith bréddil as; tri cheannairi gné a
chur ar an eolas faoi na buntaisti trachtala inbhraite a
bhaineann leis an gclar agus tri fheabhas a chur ar
chomhoibrit maidir le hinbhuanaitheacht le
heagraiochtai tadhlacha mar Teagasc, Bord lascaigh
Mhara, Fiontraiocht Eireann agus IBEC. De réir mar a
shineann Origin Green go réimsi focais AE ar nds
astaiochtai, uisce, dramhail agus niotraite, ta
combhoibrid leis na priomhphairtithe leasmhara
larnach chun treallds a chur faoi fheabhsuchain i
bhfeidhmiocht inbhuanaitheachta leis na comhaltai,
feirmeoiri agus comhlachtai go léir araon.

Cuireadh uasdataithe miosula ar fail do chomhaltai tri
riomhiris Origin Green. Tugadh dbhair comhalta
cothrom le data chun feabhas a chur ar laithrean
gréasain Origin Green i dtéarmai taithi agus abhar
Usaideora freisin.
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Cuireann Cldr Ambasadoiri Origin Green le tuiscint ar
chlarinbhuanaitheachta Origin Green i measc
custaiméiri idirnaisitinta. Thug deichnilr rannphairti sa
414 clar a n-oilidint inbhuanaitheachta agus Origin
Green chun criche i mi Mean Fémhair 2019. Beidh an
chéad sraith de shocrdchain idirnaisidnta ar sitl go dti
mi na Bealtaine 2020 le Albert Heijn (an Ollainn), Britvic
(an Riocht Aontaithe), Unilever (an Riocht Aontaithe)
McDonalds, Sainsbury’s, Sodexo, Amazon, Waitrose
agus Nestle. Lean Ambasaddiri Origin Green de chur le
feasacht 6 thaobh na tradala de ar fud an domhain ar
chlar Origin Green na hEireann, ach plé a dhéanamh
leis na cuntais bhia agus di is mé ar domhan.

Mol Nualaiochta Bia

Ta an Roinn ag cur beagnach €9 millitin de mhaoinid ar
fail do Teagasc ar bhonn céimnithe chun Mol Naisitinta
Nudlaiochta Bia a thogail ag lonad Taighde Bia Teagasc
sa Chloch Liath, Contae Chorcai. Rinneadh direach faoi
€1.2 millidn a leithdhaileadh don tionscadal sa bhliain
2019. Is é ata mar phriomhphrionsabal leis an “Mol”
lionra don nudlaiocht agus gné a chruthd lena mbionn
baint ag comhlachtai déiriochta agus bia agus
institividi taighde le focas ar bhia, ar shlainte agus ar
chothu. Cuimseoidh an Mol aonaid agus oifigi Taighde
agus Forbartha saindeartha a chuirfidh Teagasc ar fail
do chomhlachtai bia ag ratai trachtala. Tac6idh sé le
nualaiocht i dtionscal an bhia ag cur ar chumas
comhlachtai ullmhichan a dhéanamh don
Breatimeacht ar an mbealach sin agus cruthéfar
tionscnaimh thaighde ata dirithe ar an margadh freisin.
Tathar ag suil, ar thabhairt chun criche an tionscadal,
go mbeidh forbairt préisis agus tairgi bia nua mar
thoradh air, a chruthdidh fas geilleagrach agus poist
nua.
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FEOIL
MAIRTEOIL

Tairgeadh agus Tradail Mairteola

Rinneadh onnmhairi mairteola arbh fhid os cionn €2.3
billidn né direach faoi 530,000 tonna iad in 2019,
laghdd luacha 4% agus méide 1% ar an mbliain roimhe
sin. Chiallaigh sin gurbh i Eire an 6 glan-
onnmhaireoir mairteola ba mhé ar domhan. | dtéarmai
luacha chuaigh os cionn 90% d’onnmhairi mairteola
chuig tiortha laistigh den AE agus b’ionann an Riocht
Aontaithe agus 43% de na onnmbhairithe go léir. Rinne
margai Tril Tiortha suas 10% d’onnmhairi mairteola. |
dtéarmai méide, rinneadh 84% de na tairgi mairteola a
onnmhairit chuig tiortha san AE agus rinneadh 16% a
onnmbhairitl chuig Margai Trit Tire. Thainig ardd 22% ar
onnmhairithe beo sa bhliain 2019 go dti os cionn
300,000 cloigeann.

Maraiodh breis is 1.7 millidn ainmhi'in 2019, laghdu
4.4% ar an lion in 2018.

Ba 365.19 c/kg an mednphraghas ar Bhullain R3 sa
bhliain 2019, arbh ionann é agus islit 6% ar an mbliain
roimhe sin, agus rinneadh taifeadadh ar phraghas ard
de 389.13 c/kg le linn mhi na Bealtaine. Ba 389c/kg an
meanphraghas sa bhliain 2018.

Forbairti sa Bheartas Mairteola

Clar Piol6étach Mairteola um Eifeachtilacht
Chomhshaoil

Seoladh an Scéim Phiolétach Mairteola um
Eifeachttlacht Chomhshaoil sa bhliain 2019 a bhi
dirithe ar éifeachtulachtai eacnamaiochta agus
chomhshaoil ar an fheirm a fheabhsu tri mhéadracht
feidhmiochta a bhailiti a dhéanann cinnteoireacht nios
eolai a éascu.

Dhirigh an scéim ar éifeachtulacht na mbé didil agus
laonna a bhaint den diul tri meachan beo an lao nuair
ata sé a bhaint den diul mar chéatadan de mheachan
beo na bd a thomhais. Bionn dlis na n-astaiochtai
tairgeachta a bhionn ag ba a bhfuil laonna nios troime
acu nuair ata siad le baint den diul mar chuid da
meachan beo nios isle nd mar a bhionn ag ba a bhfuil
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laonna nios éadroime acu. Ar na priomhfhachtdiri ta
riachtanas nios isle maidir le beathi bé agus luach
aschur nios airde 6 laonna chomh maith leis an rogha
iarmhartach iad a mharu nios dige.

Thug 16,424 feirmeoir faoin meachan agus taifeadadh
a bhi riachtanach agus fuair siad iocaiochtai €15.3
millidin ar an iomlan. Léirionn an mheastbireacht ata
déanta ar an Scéim Phiolétach Mairteola um
Eifeachtilacht Chomhshaoil go dti seo gur chuidigh an
scéim le feirmeoiri na buntaisti a bhaineann lena gcuid
ainmhithe a mheachan a aithint agus chuir na sonrai a
chruthaiodh feabhas ar mheastinachtai géiniteacha.

Fograiodh Beart Ciinaimh Eisceachtuil Mairteola
(BEAM) i mi na Bealtaine 2019. Leis sin, cuireadh
ciinamh coigeartaithe sealadach ar fail d’fheirmeoiri
san earnail mairteola in Eirinn, faoi réir na
gcoinniollacha arna leagan amach i Rialachan Cur
Chun Feidhme an Choimisitin Eorpaigh (AE)
2019/1132. Rinneadh BEAM a mhaoinit le meascan de
chinamh én AE agus le tacaiocht 6n Statchiste, ata a
chur ar fail i bhfianaise na gclinsi deacra ina bhfuil
feirmeoiri na hEireann mar thoradh ar an luaineacht
agus an neamhchinnteacht margaidh atd ann. Ghlac
23,374 fheirmeoir pairt in BEAM agus rinneadh
focaiochtai arbh fhit beagnach €78 millidin iad da
bharr.

Bunu Tascfhérsa Mairteola

Thangthas ar an gComhaontd um Earnail Mairteola na
hEireann idir na pairtithe leasmhara an 15 Meén
Fémhair 2019. Mar chuid den chomhaontu sin,
bunaiodh Tascfhérsa Mairteola chun monatdireacht a
dhéanambh ar chur i bhfeidhm na dtiomantas ar tugadh
fathu agus mar ardan don rannphairtiocht
straitéiseach le priomhphairtithe leasmhara.

Trid is trid t4 dha shraith sa chomhaontu: lion
idirghabhalacha a chuireann buntaiste laithreach ar fail
do thairgeoiri mairteola, lena n-airitear, athruithe ar an
struchtdr bonais agus cuspdiri fadtéarmacha agus
athchdirit struchtdrach na hearnéla.

Ta cathaoirleach neamhspleach ar an Tascfhérsa
Mairteola, Michael Dowling, agus ta an t-eolas is
deireanai agus doiciméid abhartha le fail go poibli ag
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beef/be
eftaskforce/
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Eagsuli Margaidh

Bhi éagsula nios mé margai fés ina thosaiocht in 2019. O
thaobh luacha de, rinneadh 90% de na tairgi mairteola a
onnmbhairid chuig tiortha san AE agus rinneadh 10% a
onnmbhairid chuig margai Tril Tire in 2019. Mar sin féin, ta
dul chun cinn suntasach déanta 6 thaobh an éagsulaithe
tri rochtain chuig na priomhmhargai idirnaisiiinta a
bhaint amach, lena n-3iritear, an tSin, na Stait Aontaithe
agus an tSeapain le blianta beaga anuas. Eacht
suntasach a bhi ann in 2019, tuilleadh rochtana a fhail ar
mhargadh na Sine do mhairteoil na hEireann, i ndail le
héagsuli margaidh. Tugadh faoi inidchdireacht mairteola
rathdil i Mean Fémhair 2019 trath a rinneadh cigireacht ar
14 iarratas6ra monarchana mairteola agus a ceadaiodh
ina dhiaidh sin chun tairgi a onnmhairidi chun na Sine.
Thainig feabhas ar rochtain chuig margadh na Seapaine
freisin sa bhliain 2019, nuair a fuarthas réidh le srianta ar
mhairteoil a mhair ar feadh 30 mi agus tugadh teastas
leasaithe isteach a thugann cead mairteoil
dhichnambhaithe a dhiorthaitear 6 bha den uile aois a
onnmhairid.

Eagraiochtai Tairgeoiri Mairteola

Bunaiodh an chéad da Eagraiocht Tairgeoiri Mairteola i
Raithe 4 den bhliain 2019 agus tathar ag leandint le
rannphairtiocht le gripai ionchasacha. Ta an
acmhainneacht ag Eagraiochtai Tairgeoiri seasamh an
phriomhthairgeora sa slabhra solathar a neartd agus ta
maoinid ar fail faoin gClar Forbartha Tuaithe reatha chun
tacu le grapai a bhund tri mhaoinit a dhéanamh ar
chostais chombhairleacha.

CAOIRIGH

Tairgeadh agus Tradail Caorach 2019

Thainig ardd 1% ar luach na n-onnmbhairi caoireola i
gcomparaid le luacha i mblianta roimhe sin. Baineadh
beagnach €318 milliin amach, agus thainig ardi 3% ar
mhéideanna. Thainig laghdl 7% ar mhard go dti direach
faoi 2.8 millitin ainmhi in 2019. €460.10/100kg a bhi sa
mhean phraghas naisitnta in 2019, laghdu 4.5% ar an
mbliain roimhe.

Rinneadh caoireoil arbh fhil os cionn €318 milliin i, nd
beagnach 62,000 tonna di, a onnmhairit in 2019. |
dtéarmai luacha, rinneadh breis is 71% de thairgi
caoireola a onnmbhairit chuig tiortha laistigh den AE,
rinneadh 20% eile a onnmhairit chuig an RA agus 9% a
onnmbhairid chuig margai trit tire. | dtéarmai méide,
rinneadh 65% de na tairgi mairteola a onnmhairil chuig
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tiortha san AE, rinneadh 24% a onnmbhairit chuig an RA
agus rinneadh 11% a onnmbhairit chuig Margai Trit Tire.
Onnmhairiodh 40,000 tonna ar an iomlan de thairgi
caoireola chuig an AE, agus chuaigh an méid ba mhd, os
cionn 18,000 tonna chun na Fraince, agus thainig an
Riocht Aontaithe ina dhiaidh sin le beagnach 15,000
tonna.

Osclaiodh Bliain 3 den scéim um Leas Caorach i Mi
Feabhra 2019. Faoin scéim, tugtar tacaiocht €10 in
aghaidh an chaoirigh d’fheirmeoiri a bhfuil tréada
caorach pérachain acu. Mairfidh an scéim go dti 2020.
Eisiodh réamhiocaiocht faoi Bhliain 3 den scéim i mi na
Samhna 2019. focadh €14.91 millitn le 18,489
rannphairti agus b’ionann sin agus rata réamhiocaiochta
85%. Eiseofar na hiocaiochtai cothromaiochta do bhliain
3 den scéimiR2 2020.

Faoing Clar Forbartha Tuaithe (RDP) 2014-2020, ta
solathar déanta d’éifeachtulacht agus do bhrabusacht i
dtairgeadh caorach a fheabhsu faoin mbeart um Aistrid
Eolais, a bhfuil buiséad €100 milliun aige. Bhi an taithi a
fuarthas sa Chlar um Ghlacadh le Teicneolaiocht Caorach
(STAP) mar bhonn eolais ag forbairt an bheirt seo.
Chomh maith le brablsacht, leagtar béim ar na
priomhcheisteanna scileanna gnd, inbhuanaitheacht
chomhshaoil agus slainte tréada. Ta idirchaidreamh nios
m¢ idir feirmeoiri aonair agus comhairleoiri, d’fhonn
aistriu eolais a shaincheapadh. Seoladh an Clar um
Aistrit Eolais Tri Bliana don earndil caorach in 2016 agus
thainig deireadh éi in 2019. Bhi tuairim is 3,860 feirmeoir
rannphairteach i mBliain a Tri den Chlar um Aistrit Eolais
maidir le Caoirigh a chriochnaigh i mi 1Gil 2019.

Forbairti sa Bheartas maidir le Caoireoil

Osclaiodh Bliain 3 den scéim um Leas Caorach i Mi
Feabhra 2019. Faoin scéim, tugtar tacaiocht €10 in
aghaidh an chaoirigh d’fheirmeoiri a bhfuil tréada
caorach pérachain acu. Mairfidh an scéim go dti 2020.
iocadh €50.3 millitin le 18,594 feirmeoir le linn na chéad
tri bliana den scéim um leas na caorach. Cuirtear
tacaiocht ar fail d'fheirmeoiri faoin Scéim a thugann faoi
ghniomhartha a rachaidh chun leasa follaine an tréada.

I mi 10il 2019, tugadh rochtain mhargaidh chuig margadh
na Seapaine do chaoireoil na hEireann chun criche. T4
chuig mhonarcha caoireola de chuid na hEireann a
chuireann os cionn 90% de chaoireoil na hEireann ar fail,
ceadaithe agus liostaithe anois le caoireoil a onnmbhairiu
chun na Seapadine.
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Rochtain ar an Margadh Feola in 2019
Rinneadh dul chun cinn thar a bheith suntasach in 2019
ar raon leathan saincheisteanna maidir le rochtain ar
an margadh feola, lena n-airitear:

B Ceadl 14 monarcha mairteola de chuid na hEireann
chun duli mbun onnmbhairithe chun na Sine i mi
Deireadh Fomhair 2019 de bhun cigireacht rathdil le
linn cuairt a thug inidchdiri Sineacha le linn an
tsamhraidh agus is i an Roinn a rinne dstach ar an
gcuairt.

B Leathnd rochtain mhargaidh na hEireann chuig
margadh mairteola na Seapdine trath ar
comhaontaiodh fail réidh leis na srianta a mhair ar
feadh 30 mi agus teastas leasaithe a chuireann an
deis ar fail le mairteoil dhichnamhaithe a
dhiorthaitear 6 bha den uile aois a onnmbhairid.

B | mildil 2019, tugadh rochtain mhargaidh chuig
margadh na Seapaine do chaoireoil na hEireann
chun criche. Ta cead tugtha, agus ta clig
mhonarcha caoireola a chuireann os cionn 90% de
chaoireoil na hEireann ar fail liostaithe anois le
caoireoil a onnmhairi chun na Seapdine.

B Comhaontaiodh teastas sldinte tréidliachta chun
mairteoil agus muiceoil a onnmhairid chuig an
Ucrdin.

B Comhaontaiodh teastas sldinte tréidliachta chun
mairteoil a onnmhairit chuig Barbados.

B Rinneadh leathnt ar rochtain chuig margai
suntasacha sean-bhunaithe le teastas slainte
tréidliachta a chomhaontd chun tairgi feola amh
agus ullmhdchain a onnmhairid go Hong Cong agus
do thurcaithe iomlana bealaithe le him a
onnmhairid chun na hAfraice Theas.

B Chomh maith le hinidchadh na Sine i ndeireadh an
tSambhraidh, rinne an Roinn dstail ar chigireacht
iniuchta ardleibhéil ¢ thri Gdaras innitla do mhargai
tosaiochta eile:

B | mian Marta thug initchdir 6 Aireacht Slainte,
Saothair agus Leasa (MHLW) na Seapaine faoi
chigireacht ar mhonarchana feola Eireannacha a
mbhair ar feadh seachtaine mar chuid d’iarratas na
tire seo fail réidh leis na srianta 6 thaobh rochtain
mhargaidh do thairgi mairteola agus caoireola a
mhair ar feadh 30 mi;

B | mi an Mheithimh thug cigiri 6 Roinn Slainte Stait
Aontaithe Mheiricea (USDA) Seirbhis Initichta
Sabhailteachta Bia (FSIS) faoi iniichdireacht
leasaithe rathdil ar mhairteoil agus ar mhuiceoil.

B | mina Nollag, rinne oifigigh rialtais 6 Sheirbhis
Tréidliachta na Malaeisia (DVS) agus Udaras Halal
(JAKIM) initichadh éineoil a stidradh.
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B Ta nacigireachtai isteach sin rithabhachtach i ndail
leis an rochtain reatha ar mhargai a choimead, né
chun rochtain ar mhargai nua a lorg, n6 chun
caighdedin tairgthe na hEireann a léirit agus
tuilleadh teagmhalacha in Aireachtai thar lear a
fhorbairt. Is teistiméireachtai iad na rochtain
mhargaidh a bhaineadh i mbliana ar an luach agus
ar an tabhacht a ghabhann leis na cuairteanna seo.

B Ba bhliain rathuil a bhi sa bhliain 2019 do chlar
treisithe misean tradéla na Roinne le misin tradéla
rathdil chun na Tuirce, chun na Seapaine, an Chéiré
Theas, an Riocht Aontaithe, an AE agus dha
mhisean ar leithligh chun na Sine i mi na Bealtaine
agus na Samhna

MUICEOIL

Tairgeadh agus Tradail

De bhun fas substaintidil le blianta beaga anuas, ta
Muiceoil ar an gceathrd earnail is luachmhaire i
dtionscal agraibhia na hEireann ag teacht sna séla ar
dhéiriocht agus ar mhairteoil. Thainig ardd thart ar 8%
i dtéarmai luacha ar onnmbhairithe sa bhliain 2019, ag
baint an bhuaicphointe is md riamh amach de €890
millidn de réir figitiri dn bPriomh-Oifig Staidrimh. Is
ionann é seo agus thart ar 6% d’onnmbhairithe bia,
deoch agus gairneoireachta ar an iomlan. Ta an Riocht
Aontaithe ar an gceann scribe onnmhairithe is mé i
gconai agus is ionann € agus sciar 52% d’onnmhairithe.
Mar sin féin, thainig ardi ar mhargai trit tiortha, a
bhfuil fas seasmhach ag teacht orthu le blianta beaga
anuas, go dti sciar iomlan de 29% sa bhliain 2019.
Léiritear é seo sa leathnu suntasach ar onnmhairithe
muiceola na hEireann chun na hAise agus chun na Sine
go hairithe, it ar thainig nios mé na dubailt ar luach
onnmbhairithe 6 €79 milliin go €177 millidn mar gheall
ar an ardu ar éileamh onnmhairithe de thoradh
Fiabhrais Afracaigh Muc (ASF). Bhain diolachain
miondiola baile €412 milliin amach le linn na bliana,
mar gheall ar rata Usaide per capita 28kg na hEireann,
ata ard i gconai i gcomparaid le caighdedin
idirnaisiunta. Léirionn an fas sin ar luachanna
onnmbhairi go raibh treoir agus fécas cruinn na straitéisi
Fomhar Bia 2020 agus Food Wise 2025 ceart. Ta
tuilleadh fianaise maidir leis seo le feiceail nuair a
fheacaimid ar threochtai fadtéarmacha; ta ardd os
cionn 250% tagtha 6n mbliain 2010 ar luach muiceola
na hEireann.
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Bhi tionchar suntasach ar rdigeanna den Fhiabhras
Afracaigh Muc (ASF) ar thairgi domhanda agus ar
phatriin tradala le blianta beaga anuas. Tuairisciodh
go leor raigeanna nua den ASF ar fud raon leathan
geografach sa tSin. Is déigh go ndéanfar cuiledil ar os
cionn 50% de thréad na Sine, nd 30% de mhuca an
dombhain, mar thoradh ar an raig atd ann i lathair na
huaire. Sa bhliain 2019, bhi deiseanna onnmbhairithe
breise chun na Sine ann d’earnéil muca na hEireann
mar gheall ar phriomhthionchar an ASF.

Ba drochbhliain a bhi sa bhliain 2018 do thairgeoiri le
praghas na muc iseal ar feadh na bliana go léir, ach
baineadh buaicphointi amach ar feadh an dara leath
den bhliain 2019, agus sroicheadh €1.91c/kg i mi na
Nollag. Chomh maith le praghas beathaithe a bhi
fabhrach, ba bhliain thar barr a bhi sa bhliain seo caite
do thairgeoiri muc na hEireann.

Selected Pigmeat Export Destinations, 2018-2019
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Forbairti Beartais

An Grupa Straitéise Cur chun Feidhme Muc

Thainig an Grupa Straitéise Cur chun Feidhme Muc le
chéile ceithre huaire i rith 2019. Faoi chathaoirleacht an
Dr. Sean Brady, déanann an gripa maoirsiu ar chur
chun feidhme na moltai arna leagan amach i
dtuarascail an Ghrapa Pairtithe Leasmhara Thionscal
na Muc 2016. Tugtar aghaidh sa tuarascail, ina bhfuil os
cionn 60 moladh, ar roinnt dishlan d’earnail na muc
faoi raon leathan téamai, lena n-airitear Bithshlandail,
Slainte agus Leas Ainmhithe, Dearbh( Cailiochta,
Cégais Tréidliachta, agus Riali Salmonella. Airiodh ar
na priomhéachtai an bhliain seo caite a raibh an PISG
bainteach leo, tabhairt isteach Clar Prionsabail
d’Fheirmeoiri LEAN in earndil na muc, Slainte
Ainmhithe Eireann ag cur tus le hobair in earnail na
muc, agus an t-ardu ar theorainn infheistiochta TAMS 6
€80,000 go €200,000 (ag feitheamh ar chead 6
Choimisitn an AE).
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An Clar um Rialu Salmonella Muc

Faoin gClar um Riald Salmonella Muc, tégtar samplai
miosula ag monarchana i gcas gach tairgeora a
sholathraionn nios mé na 200 muc in aghaidh na bliana
lena mard. | rith 2019 tégadh direach breis is 20,500
(20,668) sampla 6 348 dtréad agus rinneadh tastail
orthu d’fhonn torthai cothrom le data a thabhairt
d’fheirmeoiri agus do phroéisealaithe maidir le
leitheadllacht salmonella.

EANLAITH AGUS UIBHEACHA
Tairgeadh agus Tradail

Ta os cionn 800 feirm pairteach i dtairgeadh éanlaith
trachtala in Eirinn, idir éanlaith le haghaidh feola,
tairgeadh uibheacha, feirmeacha pérdchain agus
gorlanna. Tacaionn an tionscal le tuairim is 6,000 post, i
gceantair thuaithe go priomha.

I rith 2019, maraiodh os cionn 106 millitin éan i
monarchana ar ceadaiodh déibh onnmhairit a
dhéanamh. Sicini a bhii 96 milliin diobh. Is ionann sin
agus ardd 7.6% 6 2018, agus 6 thaobh méideanna de,
shroich tairgeadh Eireannach buaicphointe in
2019;ardu 6% bliain-ar-bhliain chun 161,000 tonna a
bhaint amach. D’fhan an mean phraghas ar éineoil ar
an margadh baile seasta ag €5.56/kg.

Poultry Slaughter, 2015 - 2019
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Ta rochtain ag an tir seo chuig 61 tir (lena n-airitear,
tiortha AE) chun éineoil a onnmbhairid. Taispedanann
figiiri an CSO, cé gur théinig ardd ar mhéid
onnmbhairithe go direach faoi 6% ¢ 136,000 tonna go
144,000 tonna sa bhliain 2019, thainig titim 4% ar luach
onnmbhairithe éineoil na hEireann sa bhliain 2019 go dti
direach faoi €294 milliin. B’ionann an Riocht Aontaithe
(€216 millitin) agus 74% den fhigilr sin agus bhi an
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Fhrainc (€11 milliGin), an Danmhairg (€8 milliiin), an [siltir
(€10 millitin) agus an Afraic Theas (€29 millitin) chun
tosaigh freisin mar chinn scribe onnmhairithe.

Ag deireadh 2019, bhi lion iomlan de 257 aonad uibhe
circe claraithe leis an Roinn seo agus sharaigh an lion
iomlan gaolmhar aiteanna circe claraithe 3.65 mhillidn,
ardu beag ar an bhfigidrin 2018.

Tabla Achoimre ar Chatagdiri Tairgeoiri Uibhe Circe in
20109:

Tri den Chlar um Aistrit Eolais Eanlaithe.
DEIRIOCHT

Tairgeadh agus Tradail

Lean an téarnambh a thainig ar na margai déiriochta sa
bhliain 2018 le linn na bliana 2019 le héileamh
domhanda lidir ar thairgi déiriochta mar bhonn taca le
feidhmiocht chobhsai in earndil déiriochta na hEireann.

Bhi an bhliain 2019 i bhfad nios fabhrai 6 thaobh fas féir

ﬁ?;;gOg Tairgeoirl xr,a Id'th IoAr.lzlan na . agus tairgeadh foraiste a chur 5.3% leis an ardu ar
fohe Lirce arartne nAlteanna Lirce thairgeadh bainne i gcomparaid leis an mbliain 2018
. agus sharaigh an lion seachadtai a cuireadh ar fail 7.9
Saor Raoin 175 44% A . . . . .

, A billin litear sa bhliain 2019. B’ionann tairgeadh bainne
Cubarnai Saibhrithe 36 52% hEi irim is 5% d L dh ioml3
Oreanach 38 3% na hEireann agus tuairim is 5% den ’talrge,a fomlan

gane bainne san AE in 2019. 33.04c/l (medanmhéid bliantdil
Sciobol 8 1% L L .

, lena n-diritear CBL agus bdnais a iocadh) an mean
lomlan 257 100%

Leanann fas as cuimse ag teacht ar thradail uibheacha
Saor-Raoin agus Organach d’Usaid ag daoine chuig
Tiortha an Mheanoirthir agus onnmhairiodh os cionn 8
millidn ubh i 220 coinsineacht sa bhliain 2019.

Ghlac os cionn 200 feirmeoir éanlaithe pairt i mBliain a
Tri den Chlar um Aistriti Eolais Eanlaithe a chriochnaigh
ag deireadh mhi 14il 2019. Cuireadh tus le hiocaiochtai i
mi Deireadh Fémhair 2019.

Forbairti Beartais

Is é atd mar fheidhm le Clar Oifigitil na Roinne um Rialu
Eineola agus Ubh, rialuithe oifigidla a chur i bhfeidhm
maidir le Barantulacht Bia agus Sabhailteachta Bia ag
Oibreoiri Gné Bia (FBOnna). Cuirtear réimse de rialuithe
oifigitla ar thairgeoiri uibheacha agus ar thairgeoiri
éineola chun feidhme tri bhithin cigireachtai agus
samplu ar Oibreoiri Gnd Bia (FBO) d’fhonn a
gcomhlionadh le reachtaiocht sabhailteacht agus
barantilachta bia a sheiceail. Tugadh faoi bhreis is 2,200
cigireacht ar uibheacha agus ar bhunaiochtai éineola
agus uibheacha in 2019 faoin reachtaiocht maidir le
Slainteachas Bia agus Caighdedin Mhargaiochta.
Cuireadh 307 sampla ubh le haghaidh anailis iarmhair sa
bhliain 2019, bhi a bhformhdir mar chuid de cheanglais
an Plean Naisiiinta um larmhair a Riald.

Ghlac os cionn 220 feirmeoir éanlaithe pairt i mBliain a
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phraghas aiocadh le feirmeoiri in 2019, sios 3.2% 6
35.04c¢/lin 2018.

In 2019, d’onnmbhairigh Eire tairgi déiriochta dar luach os
cionn €5 billiin chuig tuairim is 140 tir. Is ionann é seo
agus fas +12% ar mhéideanna agus +10% ardd ar luach i
gcomparaid leis an mbliain 2018.

Sharaigh diolachan Ime €1 billiin den dara bliain as a
chéile sa bhliain 2019 agus thainig ardd suntasach ar
dhiolachan céise, meidhg agus pddar bainne bearrtha 6
thaobh méid agus luach sa bhliain 2019. Bhain 35% de
luach onnmhairithe déiriochta na hEireann sa bhliain
2019 leis an AE-27 agus chuaigh 45% chuig margai
idirnaisiunta, agus bhain an 20% de luach onnmbhairithe
déiriochta leis an Riocht Aontaithe. Airitear ar mhargai
onnmhairithe suntasacha eile, an isiltir (14%), an tSin
(11%), an Ghearmain (7%) na Stait Aontaithe (7%).

Ag tis mhi Deireadh Fomhair 2019, chuir Oifig lonadai
Tradala na Stat Aontaithe (USTR) liosta tairgi amach a
bheidh faoi réir ag dleachtanna breise 25%, lena n-
airitear, roinnt tairgi talmhaiochta tabhachtacha,
suaitheanta Eorpacha. Ta feidhm leis na dleachtanna
breise 6n 18 Deireadh Fomhair 2019. Tagann im agus cais
na hEireann faoi na catagdiri tairgi déiriochta is mé ata
faoi thionchar agus ta siad faoi réir ag dleachtanna
allmhairithe breise de 25% ad valorem.

B’ionann tairgi déiriochta na hEireann chun na Stait
Aontaithe agus 52,915 tonna, arbh fhid thart ar €332
millidin é sa bhliain 2019. Rinneadh thart ar €194 millidn
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d’im na hEireann agus thart ar €44 milliin de chais na
hEireann a onnmhairid 6 Eirinn chun na Stéit Aontaithe sa
bhliain 2019. Is ionann onnmhairithe ime na tire seo agus
beagnach 90% d’onnmhairithe ime an AE chuig na Stait
Aontaithe.

An phriomh fhorbairti margadh an AE in 2019 an diolachan
tuairim is 357,00 tonna de Phidar Bainne Bearrtha a bhi
fanta (SMP) 6 stoic idirghabhala AE a bhi ina fharasbarr
margadh SMP an AE le roinnt blianta anuas. Thug sé sin an
deis don phraghas SMP forbairt ar bhonn a bheidh nios mé
faoi thionchar an mhargaidh na mar a bhi sé le déanai.

Forbairt Beartais

Thug an Roinn isteach an Scéim Comhphairtiochtai
Tairgeacht Bhainne le linn réimeas an Chudta Bainne, chun
cuidid le haistridi 6 ghldin go gldin, cur le héifeachtdlacht
agus barainneachtai scala a thabhairt isteach ag leibhéal
feirme. Tar éis deireadh a chur le Rialachdin an Chuéta
Bainne sa bhliain 2015, bhunaigh an Roinn Clar
Comhphairtiochta Feirme. Faoi lathair ta 2,970
comhphéirtiocht feirme cldraithe gniomhach ann. Airitear
ar thacaiochtai, faoiseambh stoic tosaiochta; scéim deontais
do ghnélachtai nuathionscanta; agus téarmai fabhracha
do chomhphairtiochtai i Scéimeanna na Roinne.

I mi an Mheithimh 2017, sheol an Roinn Clar
Comhphairtiochta Feirme i gcomhair Comharbais (SFP) ata
dirithe ar sharchleachtas a spreagadh in aistrid talin 6
ghldin go gluin, ar mhaithe le haghaidh a thabhairt, i
measc nithe eile, ar an tsaincheist a bhaineann leis an
easpa taithi a bhaineann le haistrii. Solathraitear
buntaiste 6 thaobh cain ioncaim de €5,000 suas go dti clig
bliana agus ceanglaionn sé ar an fheirmeoir 80% ar a
laghad de na s6cmhainni comhphairtiochta a aistrid chuig
an gcomharba idir 3 go 10 mbliana de thréimhse an
chomhaontaithe. Faoi [athair ta thart ar 60 SFP den chineal
seo i mbun feidhme.

Tugann an Roinn tacaiocht freisin do Sheirbhis
Soghluaisteachta Talin Macra, is seirbhis mheaitseala ata i
gceist anseo d’fheirmeoiri ar mian leo a bheith
rannphairteach i socruithe oibre comhoibriocha agus nach
bhfuil aon chomhoibritheoir aitheanta go héasca acu.
Chuir an Roinn maoinit de €50,000 in aghaidh na bliana ar
fail don tseirbhis 6 2017 - 2019 san direamh, chun tacu le
hiarrachtai Macra agus an Tionscal chun leas a bhaint as na
gndthachain éifeachtilachta féideartha 6 thaobh
comhoibrid.
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BARRA

Granaigh

Measadh gur 2.2 millitin tonna an tairgeadh foriomlan
granach don tir bhliain 2019 a chiallaigh ardd ar
thairgeacht iseal de 1.8 milliin tonna sa bhliain 2018 ach ta
sé fos beagan taobh thiar de thairgeacht na bliana 2017 a
raibh 2.3 milliin tonna i gceist leis. Bhi caighdean granach
ard sa bhliain 2019 agus d’fhill meachan heictilitear agus
torthai tui ar na gnathleibhéil go hairithe 6 thaobh barr an
earraigh agus nior thainig titim ar phraghas mar thoradh
air seo 6na phraghsanna arda a bhaineadh amach sa
bhliain 2018.

Ba 261,400 heictear an t-achar iomlan granach a baineadh
sa bhliain 2019 ardd réaslnta beag san achar granach den
chéad uair 6n mbliain 2012. Filleadh ar achar nios mé don
bharr geimhridh, ar gnach leis toradh nios airde a
sholathar seachas mar a dhéanann barr an earraigh,
chomh maith le gnath-thoradh don bharr earraigh a
chiallaigh go rabhthas ag filleadh ar ghnathleibhéil

Achar, Barr agus Tairgeacht Granach 2019*

Achar Barr Tairgeacht

(000 ha) (t/ha) (000 tonna)

Cruithneacht 62.1 589
Geimhreadh 58.4 10.1 560
Earrach 3.7 8.3 29
Eorna 176.0 1,448
Earrach 81.44 9.42 729
Spring 94.6 8.00 719
Coirce 23.3 188
Geimhreadh 16.4 8.85 137
Earrach 6.9 7.70 51
lomlan 261.4 2,225

Foinse: Teagasc Tairgeacht Granach Measta 2019
*tagraionn don tairgeacht uile, a dhioltar n6 a Usaidtear ar bhealach
eile ina dhiaidh sin, le haghaidh beathaithe, de ghnath.
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Clar Cigireachta Leasachain agus Aoil

An AE agus reachtaiocht na hEireann a rialdlann
diolachan leasachéin agus aoil in Eirinn. Cinntitear leis
an reachtaiocht sin go ndéantar tairgi a lipéadu go
cruinn agus go gcomhlionann siad ios-riachtanais
cothaitheach. Mar chuid den chléar cigireachta
leasachain agus aoil in 2019, tégadh 267 sampla 6
aitribh déantusdiri (186 sampla de leasachdin agus 81
sampla d’aol). Rinneadh 641 anailis ar leithligh ar
leasachain agus fuarthas go raibh 3.9% as lamhaltas.
Rinneadh 243 anailis ar leithligh ar aol agus fuarthas go
raibh 8.2% as lamhaltas.

Bhi lion iomlan de 46 gcairéal gniomhach annin 2019
agus fuair cairéal aolchloiche meilte nua amhain
ceadunu i rith 2019.

Thainig laghdl 25% ar an Gséid aolchloiche meilte i
gcomparaid leis an mbliain roimhe (2018) go dti lion
jomlan de 762,865 tonna. Tharla sin i ndiaidh méadu ar
an Usaid a baineadh as aol in 2018.




TAIRGEACHT INBHUANAITHE

2019 Maolu Niotraiti

Is dis thabhachtach d’fheirmeacha a bhfuil stoc mériontu
¢ an Maold Niotraiti mar go dtugann sé deis déibh, faoi réir
ag coinniollacha breise comhshaoil, suas go 250 kg N/ha a
shaothrt, nd méid coibhéiseach le tri bhé dhéiriochta in
aghaidh an heicteair. | mi na Nollag 2017, d’éirigh le
hEirinn ar Maold Niotraiti a athnuachan le haghaidh 2018-
2021.1n 2019, rinne lion iomlan de 6,800 fheirmeoiri
iarratas ar line ar Mhaolu Niotraiti.

Athbhreithniu ar Mhaolu Niotraiti 2019

Ta sé léirithe i dTuarascalacha EPA go bhfuil meath ar
chailiocht an uisce agus go bhfuil ard( ag teacht ar
astaiochtai gas ceaptha teasa agus amdinia. Baineann
saincheisteanna suntasacha freisin le dul i laghad
gnathdga cosanta AE in Eirinn. | bhfianaise an achair taltn
a bhfuil feirmeoireacht a dhéanambh air agus ata ag dul i
méid agus ata faoi mhaoll agus na brinna comhshaoil a
bhfuil breac-chuntas a thabhairt ina leith, breithniodh go
mbeadh sé stuama agus tabhachtach do choinnedil
fadtéarmach na saoraide seo athbhreithnit a dhéanamh
ar na coinniollacha maidir le maolu Niotraite. Tagann
maoll reatha na hEireann chun criche sa bhliain 2021,
agus sa chas nach dtugtar aghaidh ar na brdnna
comhshaoil ata luaite thuas, beidh tionchar didltach aige
ar aon chainteanna leis an tsaoraid thabhachtach seo a
athnuachan. Mar chuid den athbhreithnil seo, tiondladh
comhairlidichan poibli agus fuarthas 75 aighneacht.

Thuairiscigh an Sainghripa Niotraite, a chuimsionn
oifigigh 6n Roinn, 6n EPA, DHPLG & Teagasc, torthai an
athbhreithnithe seo até foilsithe
anseo:https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/ruralenvironmentsu
stainability/environmentalobligations/nitrates/2019nitrate
sderogationreview/

Aireofar bearta nua 6 mholtai an tSainghripa Niotrdite i
dTéarmai agus i gCoinniollacha na n-iarratas ar Mhaolu
Niotraite sna blianta 2020 agus 2021.

Sonrai maidir le Nitrigin agus Fosfar (N&P) in
2019

Le céras na Roinne, www.agfood.ie tugtar raitis
mhionsonraithe N&P d’fheirmeoiri, a éirionn na ratai
stocala eallaigh agus sin amhain ar a ngabhaltais. Ta raitis
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ar fail ar line ar bhonn miosuil 6 Bhealtaine go Nollaig
2019, a thugann an deis d’fheirmeoiri monatdireacht a
dhéanambh ar a leibhéil Niotraite ar mhaithe le
teorainneacha a chomhlionadh. Eisitear teachtaireachtai
téacs go tréimhsidil ar fheirmeoiri ata claraithe lena bhfail
agus ata sna gripai arda ag an trath den bhliain.

An Clar Dobharcheantar Talmhaiochta
(ACP) 2019

Cuireadh tus le Céim 3 den ACP i mi Eandir 2016 agus
thainig deireadh leis ag deireadh na bliana 2019 agus
cuirfidh sin leis an méid a gndthaiodh agus ar an taithi a
fuarthas i gcéimeanna nios luaithe den chlar.

Feidhmionn an ACP i gcomhphairtiocht le breis agus 300
feirmeoir i sé dhobharcheantar ina ndéantar dian
fheirmeoireacht agus tri bhithin an rannphairtiocht seo le
feirmeoiri, a thogtar ar chaidreamh na gcomhairleoiri lena
gcliaint ar feirmeoiri iad, éascaitear na gnéithe taighde
den chlar. Déantar an obair thaighde de réir aon dearadh
turgnamhach amhain a chuirtear i bhfeidhm go dian i
ngach dobharcheantar. Baintear Gsdid as raon
paraiméadar bith fhisiceach agus socheacnamaioch chun
meastdireacht a dhéanamh ar thionchar na mbeart én
bPlean Gniomhaiochta Naisiiinta (NAP) agus an
mhaolaithe a chuireann feirmeoiri i bhfeidhm faoin Treoir
maidir le Niotraiti. Cuireann torthai an taighde seo léargas
luachmhar ar fail ar na prdisis a rialaionn an tionchar ata
ag gniomhaiocht talmhaiochta ar chailiocht an uisce sna
dobharcheantair.

Tugtar le tuiscint 6n taighde ACP gur léir feabhstchain ar
an mbainistit cothaitheach ar an talamh i 4 as 5 cinn de na
dobharcheantair. Ar an iomlan, léirionn fianaise én ACP
gur tri thacaiocht a chur ar fail d'fheirmeoiri tri chomhairle
theicnitil chun cinnti nios fearr a dhéanamh maidir le mar
a dhéanann siad bainistit ar chothaithigh a chur, gurb é
sin an réimse aonair is mé is docha ina gcuirfear an
acmhainneacht is fearr ar fail chun torthai do chailiocht an
uisce ar fheirmeacha in Eirinn a fheabhsi. Ba chéir go
geuirfeadh sé seo éifeachtilachtai nios mo ar fail
d'fheirmeoiri agus an baol a bhaineann le cothaithigh a
chailleadh de bharr uisce a laghdt ag an am céanna.

Ta tus le cur le Céim 4 den ACP i mi Eanair 2020 go dti mi
na Nollag 2023 agus chomh maith le cur leis an eolas a
fuarthas sna tri chéim roimhe seo, ta Céim 4 feabhsaithe
anois chun taighde ar GHG, ceapadh Carbdin a thabhairt
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san direamh agus ta sé seo abhartha agus rithabhachtach
araon don Roinn seo i gcomhthéacs Plean Gniomhaiochta
Rialtais uile chun dul i ngleic le Cur Isteach 6 thaobh na
hAeraide. Ta an ASSAP san aireamh anois i gclar an ACP
freisin.

An Clar Tacaiochta agus Comhairleach maidir
le Inbhuanaitheacht na Talmhaiochta (ASSAP)
2019

Is tionsnamh nualach agus comhoibrioché an Clar
Tacaiochta agus Comhairleach maidir le Inbhuanaitheacht
na Talmhaiochta (ASSAP)a fhaigheann tacaiocht én Roinn
seoagus 6n Roinn Tithiochta, Pleanala agus Rialtais Aitiuil
agus 6n tionscal d’fhonn athrd iompair feirmeoiri a bhaint
amach ar mhaith le huisce a chosaint, chun cuspdiri na
Creat-treorach Uiscea bhaint amach.

Is cur chuige Rialtais uile, uile-earnala atd i gceist le
comhairle a sholathar go direach d’fheirmeoiri i 190
limistéar-le-haghaidh-gniomh chun cailiocht uisce a
chosaint agus a fheabhsu. Ta 30 comhairleoir
inbhuanaitheachta sannta don chldr seo, 20 curtha ar fail
ag an Rialtas agus 10 curtha ar fail ag Comharchumainn
Déiriochta. Ta an 30 comhairleoir sin ag obair laistigh de
struchtdr comhphairtiochta aontaithe lena gcuimsitear
Teagasc, na comharchumainn agus LAWCO (Oifig Uisce
agus Pobal na nUdaras Aititil).

Tarraingionn an clar ar thaithi agus ar acmhainni
phriomhphairtithe leasmhara earnala agus tionscail, lena
n-airitearan da Roinn, na hUdarais Aititla, na
Comharchumainn Déiriochta, Teagasc, Bord Bia agus na
heagraiochtai feirme. Ta tacaiocht shuntasach riarachéin a
chur ar fail ag an Roinn don chlar.

Is cur chuige nua é seo ar fheabhslchain ar chailiocht uisce
a bhaint amach agus tacaionn sé le spriocanna na straitéise
Food Wise 2025, éascaionn tairgitlacht mhéadaithe maille
le hearnail nios inbhuanaithe. Bainfear sin amach tri
bhithin comhairleoiri ata ag obair le feirmeoiri, dirid ar
bhainistil cothaitheachnios fearr agus ar Usaid nios
spriocdhirithe a bhaint as leasachan, cleachtas nios fearr sa
chlés feirme agus bearta iomchui le haghaidh achar foinse
rithdbhachtach sainaitheanta. In imeacht ama, déanfar cuir
chuige nios fairsinge ar an inbhuanaitheacht, arna
bhforbairt ag Teasasc, a chur i bhfeidhm agus direoidh siad
ar an athri aerdide agus ar an mbithéagsulacht.
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Sainaithnitear sa dara Plean Bainistithe Abhantrai (RBMP),
a foilsiodh in Aibrean 2018, gur baolach nach
gcombhlionfaidh 1,460 dobharlach (aibhneacha agus locha)
cuspoiri cailiochta na Creat-treorach Uisce; isian
talmhaiocht an brd suntasach i gcas 53% de na dobharlaigh
sin. Is iad na Rialachain maidir le Niotraiti an priomhbheart
sa RBMP; leis na rialachdin sin, leagtar amach riachtanais
chuimsitheacha nach mér d’fheirmeoiri cloi leo chun
cosaint uisci 6 fhoinsi talmhaiochta a chinntid. Mar sin féin,
ni raibh an rata comhlionta ag feirmeoiri leis na rialachain
sin sasuil le blianta anuas agus baineadh mar thatal as sin
go bhfuil tionscnamh comhoibrioch nua de dhith chun
rannphairtiocht nios fearr na bhfeirmeoiri a bhaint amach.

Socraiodh an ASSAP chun comhairle agus tacaiocht saor in
aisce a thabhairt d’fheirmeoiri chun cabhrd leo clof leis na
rialachain maidir le niotraiti, chun réitigh a sholathar maidir
le hachair foinse rithabhachtach agus chun cailiocht uisce a
fheabhsu. Meastar go bhfuil tuairim is 20,000 feirmeoir sna
190 réimsi do ghniomhaiocht sin a mbeidh thart ar 7,000
diobh ag fail comhairle faoin gclar seo 6 2018 go 2021.

Foraoiseacht

Cumhdaionn foraoisi 11% d’achar taltin na tire, ardu
suntasach én leibhéal iseal de chumhdach foraoise 1% ag
tds an 200 haois. Chuir foraoisit priobhaideach, a rinneadh
le tacaiocht 6n Stat, leis an ardd sin, agus cuireadh tuairim
is 320,000 heictear leis an gcumhdach foraoise in Eirinn idir
1985 agus 2012. Ta sin ar cheann de na leibhéil is airde de
mhéadd ar chumhdach foraoise i measc tiortha forbartha.
Leis an bhforbairt ar fhoraoiseacht in Eirinn leis na
deicheanna de bhlianta anuas, cruthaiodh tionscal
duchasach ata iomaioch go hidirnaisitinta agus a thacaionn
le poist agus pobail ar fud thuath na hEireann. D’ainneoin
leibhéal leantnach de phlandi nua, td an cumhdach
foraoise in Eirinn - 11% - ar cheann de na leibhéil is isle san
Eoraip. Thart ar 33% an meanleibhéal san Eoraip (san
AE28).

Maoinitear bunti foraoisi nua faoin Scéim Foraoiseachta,
atd mar chuid den Chlar Foraoiseachta 2014-2020. Leagtar
amach sa tabla thios an t-achar foraoisi nua a cuireadh, ar
iocadh deontais ina leith.
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Leibhéil Foraoiseachta 2012-2019 (heicteair) o ) _ _ )
maoiniu a thabhairt do thionscadail a dhéanann

maitheas don chomhshaoil agus don tsochai ar an
iomlan. Comhlachtai ata rannphairteach sa WEF go dti
seo, Lidl, Aldi, Microsoft, Accenture, An Post agus KBI

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

6,252 6,156 6,293 6,500 5,536 4,025 3,550

Tar éis athbhreithnid lar téarma (MTR) an Chlair
Foraoiseachta 2014-20 a tugadh chun criche sa bhliain
2018, bhain sraith scéimeanna nua a tugadh isteach a
gcéad bhliain iomlan feidhme amach sa bhliain 2019.
Nior leanadh sa bhliain 2019 leis an ardd laidir maidir le
plandail speicis crainn leathanduilleacha a bhi ann sa
bhliain 2018, ach mar fhreagra ar bhearta chun tact le
plandail leathanduilleach, ta sé ag leibhéal i bhfad nios
airde na mar a bhi an leibhéal a bhi ann roimh an MTR
le 25% d’fhoraoisi leathanduilleach mar chéatadan
den phlandail iomlan sa bhliain 2019.

Bhi spéis thar a bheith laidir sa Scéim um Fheabhsu
Coillearnach sa bhliain 2019 agus sharaigh éileamh ar
an scéim do Chumhdach Leantnach Foraoiseachta an
méid a rabhthas ag suil leis.

Rinne an Rannan Foraoiseachta bainistiocht agus
maoirseacht rathuil ar aistrit 14,128 daileacht
foraoiseachta a bhaineann le sé Chontae go Céras nua
Aitheantais Daileachtai Taltn na Roinne sa bhliain
2019.

Ciste Comhshaoil Coillearnai (WEF)

Ta an Ciste Comhshaoil Coillearnach (WEF) uathuil i
dtéarmai scéimeanna ata a reachtail ag an Roinn.
Cruthaionn an WEF, in ionad maoinil Statchiste agus
AE a dhaileadh ar fheirmeoiri, an trid foinse airgeadais
chun tacl lena bhfiontar feirmeoireachta. Faoin
tionscnamh seo tugtar maoinit én bpobal gné go
direach d’fheirmeoiri chun coillte dichasacha a chur.
Ta an WEF ag teacht le Scéim Foraoisithe reatha na
Roinne, lena n-ioctar 100% de chostas a bhaineann le
coillearnach dhichasach a bhund agus lena n-ioctar
préimh bhliantdil don Ginéir taltn, suas go €680 in
aghaidh an heicteair, atd inioctha gach bliain go ceann
15 bliana. Ta iocaiocht bhreise €1,000 in aghaidh an
heicteair i gceist leis an WEF, a focann an gné mar
focaiocht aonuaire d’fheirmeoiri agus d’dinéiri talin
priobhdideacha eile. Ta gndlachtai a ghlacann pairt sa
WEF in ann a bhfreagrachtai séisialta a léiril tri bhithin
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Global Investment.
An Fardal Naisiunta Foraoise

Le linn na bliana 2019, rinneadh ullmhuchdin chun tds
a chur leis an gceathrd timthriall NFI. Ta tds le cur le
bailiichan mionsonrai réimse i mi Feabhra 2020.
Baileofar faisnéis ilacmhainne ar fud an eastait
foraoise, lena n-airitear, faisnéis ar achar na foraoise
agus ar chomhdhéanamh speicis, ar an stoc fais (m3),
bithéagsulacht, follaine agus beogacht agus an cion
carbdin.

An Chombhairle COFORD

Is comhlacht é Comhairle COFORD atad comhdhéanta
de phairtithe leasmhara ¢ ar fud earndil na
foraoiseachta arna gceapadh ag an Aire Stait don
Fhoraoiseacht chun comhairle a chur ar a Roinn faoi
shaincheisteanna a bhaineann le forbairt ar earndil na
foraoiseachta in Eirinn.

Ta roinnt Grupai Oibre bunaithe ag comhairle
chomhairleach COFORD 2019-2021 agus ta roinnt
tuarascéalacha maidir le réimse abhar leathan foilsithe
aici. Bunaiodh na grdpai oibre seo a leanas;

B Grapa Oibre Acmhainni Géiniteacha Foraoise

B Gripa Oibre do Ghluaiseacht Adhmaid agus
Réamhaisnéis maidir le Lomain Cruinn

B Gripa Oibre ar Fhoraoisi, Maolt agus Oiritnu
d’Athri Aeraide

B Gruapa Oibre ar Bheartas Foraoise, monatdireachta
agus cur i bhfeidhm

B Grlpa Oibre ar Chur Chun Cinn Foraoiseachta agus
Foraoisiu

B Grlpa Oibre chun cion socheacnamaioch earnail
foraoise na hEireann a chur le chéile
Seirbhisi éiceachdrais

Ta breis eolais faoin gComhairle agus faoi na cuspairi
agus an obair ata ar bun ag na gripai oibre le fail ag
www.coford.ie. Ta foilseachdin COFORD agus
tuarascalacha Ghrdpai Oibre le fail ag www.coford.ie.
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Tionscnaimh chun Tacu le hUinéiri Foraoisi
Priobhaideacha chun Foraoisi a Bhainistiu

0 na 1980i, bhunaigh tuairim is 22,000 Ginéir taldn
priobhaideach foraoisi nua in Eirinn. Is ionann sin agus
infheistiocht thart ar €3 billiin 6n Stat. Cé gur foraoisi
faschoille iad tuairim is 7% d’fhoraoisi an domhain,
solathraionn siad os cionn aon trian d’adhmad an
dombhain (FAO) agus ta rél tdbhachtach acu maidir le
hilbhuntaisti a chur ar fail.

De réir an Réamhaisnéis um Thairgeadh Lomain
Chruinne Uile-Eireann 2016 - 2035, arna fhoilsil ag
COFORD, ta an tairgeadh adhmaid le méadu faoi dhé 6
4 milliin mhéadar citbach go 8 milliin meadar
citibach faoi 2035, de bharr na bhforaoisi
priobhaideacha sin, go priomha. D’fhonn toradh ar
infheistiocht an Stait agus dinéiri talin go dti seo a
bhaint amach agus a uasmhéadd, ta sé rithabhachtach
leas a bhaint as an adhmad sin (saothr, baint agus
Usaid), agus mar sin gniomhaiocht eacnamaioch a
chruth ar an slabhra solathair tri bhithin
gniomhaiochtai amhail saothrd, iompar, athphlandd
agus proisedil. D’fhoilsigh Comhairle COFORD roinnt
tuarascalacha ina dtarraingitear aird ar na priomh-
bhacainni maidir le leas a bhaint as adhmad nach mér
aghaidh a thabhairt orthu lena chinntit go ndéantar
adhmad a shaothru ar na leibhéil réamhaisnéis ithe.

Grupai Aistrithe Eolais don Fhoraoiseacht
In ‘Mobilising Ireland’s Timber Resource’, cdipéis
beartais a d’eisigh COFORD, sainaithniodh roinnt
bacainni maidir le leas a bhaint as adhmad
priobhdideach (i.e. adhmad as foraoisi faoi Ginéireacht
phriobhéideach a bhaint agus a dhiol) in Eirinn. |
measc na mbacainni sin ta ilroinnt an eastait foraoise
priobhaidi - le foraoisi ar mhednmhéid 8.8 heictedir
faoi Ginéireacht 22,000 Uinéir foraoisi priobhaideacha.

Thug an Roinn isteach, mar chuid den Chlar
Foraoiseachta 2014-2020, roinnt bearta chun dirit ar
dhushlain san earnail foraoiseachta agus chun cultur
foraoiseachta a fhorbairt agus a chur chun cinnin
Eirinn. Ar cheann de na bearta sin, bhi sineadh a chur
ar an tsamhail Aistrithe Eolais don Fhoraoiseacht.
Aithniodh easpa eolais maidir le bainistiocht foraoise i
measc cion suntasach d’Ginéiri foraoisi priobhaideacha
mar bhac suntasach ar ghluaiseacht adhmaid. Sa
bhliain 2017, chuir an Roinn maoinit ar fail do Scéim
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Aistrithe Eolais Foraoiseacht phioldtach do 270 Ginéir
foraoisi priobhaideacha i cheithre ghripa. Tugadh an
staidéar pioldtach chun criche go rathdil i mi an Mharta
2018 agus seoladh scéim naisitinta i mi na Bealtaine
2018, agus thainig scéim naisilinta eile ina diaidh sin sa
bhliain 2019 agus ghlac os cionn 600 rannphairti pairt
sa scéim gach aon bhliain.

Is é cuspdir na scéime KTG Foraoiseachta eolas breise
agus tacaiocht a thabhairt d’Ginéiri foraoisi
priobhaideacha maidir le gniomhaiochta bainistithe
ina gcuid foraoisi. Baintear Usaid as foghlaim idir piarai
sa scéim, ina ndéanann an gripa plé agus eolas ar
abhair éagsula a roinnt, le cinamh 6 ghairmi
foraoiseachta a fheidhmionn mar éascaitheoir. Bhi
seacht 6cdid foghlama i ngach modul agus tiondladh
suas le dhd dcdid ag aiteanna faoi dhion, amhail
muileann sabhadoéireachta né lathair foraoiseachta.

Feirmeoireacht Organach

Cé go bhfuil an Earndil Organach in Eirinn fés sich beag
i gcomparaid le talmhaiocht ar an iomlan, ta fas
suntasach san Earnail Organach faoi lathair. T4 2,356
oibreoir organach in Eirinn faoi lathair, agus is
feirmeoiri iad os cionn 1,850 diobh. Ta leathnu
dramatdil tagtha ar an achar taldn faoi thairgeacht
organach faoin gClar Forbartha Tuaithe reatha, a
bhuiochas don tsraith tacaiocht ata curtha ar bun.
Léirionn na figitiri is déanai go bhfuil tuairim is 74,000
heictear anois ann i ndail le tairgeadh orgénach, sin
méadU beagnach 50% or an méid a bhi i gceist nuair a
cuireadh tus leis an gClar in 2014. .

Oibreoiri Feirmeoireachta Organai agus Heictedir

2016 2017 2018
2,127 2,136 2,127
(72,364ha) (70,722ha) (71,000ha)

Tiondladh raon 6caidi organacha in 2019 chun feasacht
ar fheirmeoireacht organach a ardd. | mi Feabhra 2019,
chomhordaigh Bord Bia rannphéirtiocht na hEireann in
Biofach, an 4caid tradala idirnaisiunta is tabhachtai do
chuideachtai agus do ghairmithe i dtionscal an bhia
organaigh. Is lucht déanta cinnti agus ceannaitheoiri
na hearnalacha miondiola, seirbhise bia agus dailte, 6n

2019

2,356
(74,000ha)
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Eoraip agus 6 aiteanna nios faide i gcéin, den chuid is mo,
a d’fhreastail ar an 6caid.

I measc dcaidi eile in 2019 bhi an clar um thaispeantas
feirmeacha organacha arna eagru ag Teagasc, a raibh
fiontair éagsula rannphairteach ann.

Leanadh le cinamh deontais a chur ar fail d’fheirmeoiri
agus do phroisealaithe chun infheistit i saoraidi agus i
dtrealamh tri bhithin scéimeanna deontas caipititil
organacha faoin RDP. Ta ciinamh deontais de 40% den
chostas ar fail, suas go dti uasmhéid €60,000, i gcas
infheistiochtai ar an bhfeirm agus €500,000 i gcas
infheistiochtai lasmuigh den fheirm.

Acmhainni Géiniteacha

D’eisigh an Roinn, faoin Scéim um Chinamh Deontais i
gcomhair Acmhainni Géiniteacha, a ghairm tograi
bliantdla maidir le caomhnu plandai, ainmhithe,
foraoiseachta, micrea-organach agus inveirteabrach agus
acmhainni géiniteacha uisceacha

Sa bhliain 2019, rinneadh maoinit os cionn €40,000 a
leithdhaileadh ar sé thionscadal chun tact le taighde a
raibh instititidi trid leibhéil, cumainn pairtithe leasmhara
agus grupai sainleasa earnala ag tabhairt faoi, a bhain le
raon abhar, lena n-airitear:

B Anailis ar bharra oidhreachta,

B Deiseanna margaidh do phérd capall na hEireann
ata i mbaol

B Clar porachain don Droimeann

B Straitéis chun coilineachtai beach mheala
dichasach saorbheathach a chaomhnu

B Géaném ulla na hEireann a chaomhnu

B Tionscadal caomhnaithe in situ do ghaol fidin bairr
tosaiochta

Chun tuilleadh eolais a fhail, déan teagmhail le:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmerschemespayments
/otherfarmersschemes/conservationofgeneticresourcesf
orfoodandagriculture/geneticresourcesprojects/
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Athru Aeraide

Is éard ata san fhis bheartais fhadtéarmach don earndil
talmhaiochta agus Usaide talln, ‘cur chuige ar neodracht
6 thaobh carbéin de san earndil talmhaiochta agus
Usdide talun, lena n-airitear foraoiseacht, nach gcuireann
isteach ar an gcumas bia a thairgeadh ar bhealach
inbhuanaithe’. Le linn na bliana 2019 cuireadh
spriocanna comhshaoil don earndil talmhaiochta agus
Usaide taltn chun cinn ag teacht leis an fhis beartais
fadtéarmacha d’earnail ata neodrach 6 thaobh carbdin.

Pleanail um Maolu agus Oiriunuchain

Foilsiodh an chéad Chreat Naisilnta reachtdil um
Ghniomhaiocht Oiriindchain d’Eirinn i mi Eanair 2018.
Aithniodh ann dha réimse tosaiochta dhéag inar ga
pleananna um oiriinu earnala a ullmhd. Isian Roinn seo
an Roinn cheannasach le haghaidh tri cinn de na réimsi
sin: talmhaiocht, foraoiseacht agus bia mara. Cuireadh
tus le hobair in 2018 chun an chéad phlean reachttil um
oiriinG earnala a fhorbairt do na tri réimse faoi théarmai
tagartha na Roinne nach moér a chur ar aghaidh chuig an
Rialtas trath nach déanai na an 30 Mean Fémhair 2019.

| dtreo dheireadh 2018 cuireadh tus le hullmhichain
chun Plean Uile-Rialtais a ullmhu chun dul i ngleic le cur
isteach ar an aerdid. Cuireann an Plean seo leis an
bPlean Naisiinta um Maolu agus aireofar ann
gniomhartha chun ar spriocanna aeraide a bhaint
amach.

D’fhoilsigh an Roinn an chéad Plean Oiritinaithe Earnala
um Athru Aerdide maidir le Talmhaiocht, Foraoiseacht
agus Bia Mara i rith 2019. Is é an Cusp0ir Foriomlan
maidir le hOiriGinG atd ina chuid den Phlean seo na
seasmhacht in aghaidh tionchair 6 athr( aerdide agus 6
eachtrai a bhaineann le clrsai aimsire a fhorbairt sna
hearnalacha talmhaiochta, foraoiseachta agus bia mara,
chun aon drochthionchair a laghd mas féidir, chun leas
a bhaint as aon deiseanna ata ann agus chun cur le
Raiteas Straitéise maidir le Cuspdiri na Roinne a bhaint
amach.

Le linn na bliana 2019 foilsiodh an Plean Gniomhaithe ar
son na hAeraide Rialtais uile chun dul i ngleic le cliseadh
aeraide, ina leagtar amach na gniomhaiochtai ata
riachtanach chun freastal ar sprioc an AE do 2030 d’Eirinn
mar ata pléite thuas.
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Daileadh astaiochtai talmhaiochta na hEireann 2018  Astaiochtai gas ceaptha teasa in Eirinn 2018

Lime and Urea Waste
2% 1.5%

Energy
Industries
17.1%

Agricultural
Soils
30%

Agriculture
34.0%

Enteric
Fermentation
58% Residential

10.2%

Manure
Management
10%
Manufacturing
Combustion 7.8%

F Gases 1.8%
Commercial Services 1.9%

Industrial Public Services 1.6%
Processes
3.8%
Transport
20.2%
Leibhéal lomlan Astaiochtai Talmhaiochta agus Usaide Taltin
Sprioc naisitnta Vs bonnline 1990 1990 2018
Tonna CO2eq Tonna CO2eqs % Difir
Leibhéal iomlan astaiochtai talmhaiochta agus usaide taliin 20.35 20.59 +1.13%
Leibhéal iomlan astaiochtai CO2eq én talmhaiocht 19.62 19.99 +1.89%
- Dé-ocsaid Charbdin (C02) 0.40 0.58 +45.00%
~Meatan (CH4) 12.76 12.97 +1.60%
- Ocsaid Nitritil (N20) 6.44 6.45 +0.15%
Lion iomlan astaiochtai 6n usaid talin talmhaiochta
Féarach agus Talamh Barr 6.88 6.40
Foraoiseacht -3.861 -4.34
Tairgi Adhmaid Saothraithe -0.413 -0.871
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An Straitéis maidir le hAer Glan

T4 an Straitéis maidir le hAer Glan d’Eirinn & comhord(
ag an Roinn Cumarsaide, Gniomhaithe ar Son na
hAeraide agus Comhshaol (DCCAE). Tugtar deis léi
aghaidh a thabhairt ar thruaillit aeir in Eirinn. T4 sraith
beartas agus moltai reachtila inti chun reachtaiocht an
AE maidir le haer glan a nuashonrd agus a nuachéirid.
Priomh-chuid de sin is ea an Treoir maidir le
hUasteorainneacha Astaiochtai Naisiinta (NECD)
athbhreithnithe, ina bhfuil uasteorainneacha
astaiochtai naisiinta nios uaillmhianai agus nios
cosantai i ndail le priomhthruailledin agus ina leagtar
amach teorainneacha nios déine le haghaidh 2030 do
chuig thruaillean aeir - abhar caithnineach (PM10 agus
PM2.5), dé-ocsaid sulfair (SO2), ocsaid nitrigine (NOXx),
amodinia (NH3) agus comhdhuile so-ghalaithe
organacha (VOC).

Leanann an Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara lena
rannphairtiocht leis an DCCAE maidir le Straitéis Aer
Glan d’Eirinn a fhorbairt mar straitéis comhordaithe
naisidinta chun an NECD AE 2016 a chur i bhfeidhm.
Thainig an NECD i bhfeidhm an 31 Nollaig 2016 agus
d’aistrigh Eire an Treoir isteach sa reachtaiocht
naisidinta le I.R. Uimh. 232 de 2018, Rialachdin
(Uasteorainneacha Astaiochtai Naisitinta) an Aontais
Eorpaigh 2018. Chomhoibrigh an Roinn go dlath leis an
DCCAE chun forbairt a dhéanamh ar chomhchodanna
talmhaiochta an Chlair Naisiinta maidir le Truaillid Aeir
a Rialt (NAPCP) na hEireann a cuireadh faoi bhraid in
Aibrean 20109.

Faoin NECD, ta teorainn éigeantach maidir le hamdinia
in Eirinn 6n mbliain 2010 a séraiodh den chead uair sa
bhliain 2016 agus ta sé ag leanuint ar aghaidh ag ard(i 6
shin. Mar gheall go dtagann 99% de na hastaiochtai
amainia go léir 6n earnail agraibhia, ta sé de dhualgas
ar an earnail astaiochtai a laghdu agus iad a bheith ag
teacht le teorainneacha reachtaiochta. | mi na Samhna
2019, d’eisigh an Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara
Cdd Dea-Chleachtais Talmhaiochta le hAstaiochtai
Amdinia a Laghdu a chuireann le feasacht maidir le
roghanna d’fheirmeoiri. Is doiciméad treorach ata
anseo ina dtugtar breac-chuntas ar ghniomhartha dea-
chleachtais chun cuidit leo lena gcuid astaiochtai
amoinia a laghdu. Ta sé mar cheanglas ar gach Ballstait
an céd seo a chur ar fail d’fheirmeoiri agus é a chur faoi
bhraid mar chuid den fhreagra maidir le haghaidh a
thabhairt ar phrétacal NECD agus Gothenburg.

Cinnteofar leis an gcdd seo comhleandnachas le Clar
Gniomhaiochta Niotraite (NAP) na hEireann agus
déanfar tuilleadh feabhstichain 6 thaobh
éifeachtulachta maidir le husaid niotraite. Chomh
maith leis sin, rinneadh athbhreithnid ar choinniollacht
maoll Niotraite agus airitear ann anois roinnt bearta
chun laghdd a dhéanamh ar améinia ar nés
teicneolaiocht leata sciodair astaiochtai isle a Usaid.

Bithfhuinneamh

An priomh-rannchuidit é earnalacha na talmhaiochta
agus na foraoiseachta, an solathar bunabhar
bithfhuinnimh, biodh sin 6 bhithmhais i bhfoirm tairgi
adhmaid amhail abhair tantchain foraoise agus
breosla adhmaid, fothairgi ainmhithe (ABP) n6
fothairgi agraibhia eile amhailtui, sciodar agus
dramhail phréiseala, e.g. meadhg 6 chais a dhéanamh.
| measc foinsi eile bithmhaise ta bairr fuinnimh né
sadhlas féir.

Foilsiodh an t-athbhreithnit meantéarma ar an gClar
Foraoiseachta 2014-2020 go luath in 2018 agus airiodh
ann arduithe substaintidla ar na préimheanna a iocadh
le haghaidh crann a fhasata oiriinach do shnaithin
agus do bhithmhais.

Ta an Roinn seo ag obair go dlath leis an Roinn
Cumarsaide, Gniomhaithe ar son na hAeraide agus
Combhshaoil i gcdnai, ag fiosri deiseanna chun Usaid
inbhuanaithe a bhaint as aoiligh feirme, agra-thuill - le
hisaid sa tionscal Diled Anaerdbach maidir le
bithghas/bithmheatan agus bithmhais foraois-
bhunaithe a thairgeadh in &it breoslai iontaise agus
abhair ata dian 6 thaobh fuinnimh de a spreagadh.

Sheol SEAI Scéim Tacaiochta nua maidir le Teas In-
athnuaite (SSRH) in 2018 agus ta si ar oscailt
d’Usaideoiri teasa trachtala, tionsclaioch,
talmhaiochta, téamh ceantair, téamh don earnail
phoibli agus Gsaideoiri teasa eile nach Usaideoiri
teaghlaigh iad. Tugann an scéim tacaiocht deontais ar
fail chun teas chaidéil a shuiteéil a Usdideann aer,
talamh agus uisce mar fhoinse. Ta tacaiocht oibriochta
leantinach (taraif) bunaithe ar aschur teas inusaidte i
gcorais teasa in-athnuaite a dtairiscint ag an Scéim, i
suitedlacha nua nd i suitealacha a bhaineann Usaid faoi
lathair as coras teasa breosla iontaise agus chun aistriu
chuig Usaid na dteicneolaiochtai seo a leanas:

102



TAIRGEACHT INBHUANAITHE

B Coire bithmhaise né cérais teasa HE CHP
B Coire Bithghais (diled anaerdbach) né cérais teasa
HE CHP

Tacaionn an Roinn le teicneolaiochtai teasa in-
athnuaite i bhfoirm tacaiochtai do choiri bithmhaise
faoin Scéim Infheistiochta Muc agus Eanlaithe (PPIS)
agus faoin Scéim Infheistiochta Caipitil d’Fheirmeoiri
Oga (YFCIS). Tacaitear le teas chaidéil a Gsdideann aer
mar fhoinse faoi na scéimeanna PPIS agus YFCIS faoi
lathair agus is féidir iad a Usaid mar chuid de théitheoir
uisce faoin Scéim Trealamh Déiriochta. Ta cinamh
deontais ar fail freisin faoi na scéimeanna PPIS agus
YFCIS do ghrianphainéil a Usaidtear chun leictreachas a
thairgeadh (fétavoltach) agus chun uisce a théamh
agus ata crochta go buan ar fhoirgnimh a Usaidtear
chun muca, éanlaith agus uibheacha a thairgeadh.
Fograiodh deontais fuinnimh nua faoi TAMS go luath in
2019 agus leathnaiodh ciinamh deontais le haghaidh
PV gréine chuig gach earnail agus éileofar gur soilse
LED a bheidh sa soilsit uile arna mhaoinit faoin scéim.

Is cuid bhunusach d’astaiochtai carbdin agus costais
fuinnimh a laghdu i éifeachtdlacht fuinnimh. Tacaionn
roinnt de ghnéithe TAMS Il suitedil trealaimh déiriochta
nua ata nios éifeachtdlai 6 thaobh fuinnimh de na
teicneolaiochta ata nios sine. Sa bhreis air sin,
d’athoscail Udaras Fuinnimh Inmharthana na
hEireann(SEAI) an scéim phiolétach maidir le
héifeachtulacht fuinnimh déiriochta faoinar tugadh
ciinamh deontais chun tiomantain ar luas inathraithe a
shuiteail.

Lean an Roinn ar aghaidh ag tact le cur chun cinn na
scéime Dearbh( Cailiochta Breosla Adhmaid agus ag
cur comhairle ar fail maidir le slabhrai solathair
bithmhaise foraois-bhunaithe agus breoslai. Féach
www.woodenergy.ie. D’fhorbair an Roinn bogearrai
nua maidir le slabhra solathair fuinnimh adhmaid agus
cuireadh ar fail iad tri bhithin na laithreain
ghréasainwww.coford.ie agus www.woodenergy.ie. Ina
theannta sin, eagraiodh roinnt ceardlann naisilinta a
bhain leis na bogearrai sin.
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Forléargas

Ta tionscal bia mara na hEireann comhdhéanta den
tionscal iascaireachta mara trachtéala, den tionscal dobhar
shaothraithe agus den tionscal préiseala bia mara. Ta an
tionscal bia mara bunaithe ar acmhainn naddrtha
dhdchasach, ardchdiliochta a Usaid, acmhainn a bhfuil deis
iontach breisluacha aici agus a chuireann go mér leis an
ngeilleagar naisiinta é thaobh aschuir, fostaiochta agus
onnmbhairi de.

Onnmbhairi Bia Mara

Ta deis ollmhor ag an earnail bia mara leathn amach de
réir mar a thagann méadu ar an éileamh domhanda ar bhia
mara mar fhoinse préitéine slaintiuil, den scoth. As seo go
ceann deich mbliana, meastar go dtiocfaidh fas 42 millidn
tonna in aghaidh na bliana ar thomhaltas, dar leis an
Eagraiocht Bia agus Talmhaiochta (FAO) agus daonra an
domhain le 8 billiin duine a bhaint amach faoi 2025. T4 sé
soiléir go mbeidh ga le leathnl ollmhér a chur le tairgeadh
bia ar fud an domhain, lena n-airitear bia mara, chun an
riachtanas sin a shasamh.

Measadh gur tuairim is €577 milliin a bhi ar luach
onnmbhairi bia mara na hEireann in 2019, mar ab ionann leis
an luach a taifeadadh in 2018. Fuarthas amach go raibh
dushlain in earnalacha airithe agus bhi fas dearfach in
earnalacha eile. Thainig ardi 25% ar luach na n-onnmhairi
bradain, mar thoradh ar ardd 20% ar an méid agus ar fhas
dearfach ar phraghsanna. Leanadh leis an éileamh
domhanda ar bhia mara in 2019 agus thuairiscigh
onnmhaireoiri Eireannacha éileamh laidir ar a dtéirgi sna
priomh-mhargai onnmhairithe.

Isiad na priomh-mhargai AE, an Fhrainc, an Spainn, an
lodail agus an Ghearmain ata ba chuis le tuairim is 50%
(€288 mhillitin) de na honnmbhairi uile, de réir luacha. Bhi
an margadh idirndisiiinta ba chuis le tuairim is 36% (€206
mhillitin) de na honnmbhairi uile in 2019. D'fhan onnmhairi
chuig an gceithre phriomh-mhargadh san Aise (an tSin,
Hong Cong, an Chdiré Theas agus an tSeapain)
seasamhach i dtéamai luacha de in 2019 i gcomparaid le
2018. Ba iad na margai sin ba chuis le 14% de luach iomlan
na n-onnmbhairi bia mara. Bhi na margai nios leithne san
Aise Thoir Theas (an Téavain, Vitneam, Singeapér, an
Mhalaeisia agus an Téalainn) ba chuis le os cionn 14% (€81
mhillitin) den luach iomlan onnmbhairi in 2019.

Priomhthreochtai Tairge

San earnail pheiligeach, bhi tionchar direach ar na
méideanna a onnmhairiodh in 2019 ag an laghdd 20% ar
ghabhail iomlan is incheadaithe na hEireann le haghaidh
ronnach. Mar sin féin, bhi éileamh agus praghsanna ar
ronnach na hEireann laidir, go hairithe san Aise ina raibh
ganntanas stoic. San Aise agus san Eoraip a bhi na margai
peiligeacha ab fhearr a bhi ag feidhmid sa bhliain 2019
agus thainig fas suntasach ar mhargai na Riochta Aontaithe
agus an Mheanoirthir. Ta ardd thart ar 61% ¢ thaobh an
luacha de tagtha ar an éileamh ar ronnach na hEireann sa
tSin, agus ta ardu 174% tagtha ar an éileamh ar bholman
na hEireann san Eigipt . Bhi feidhmiocht mhaith sna margai
san Afraic go luath sa bhliain ach bhi sé deacair orthu na
leibhéil phraghsanna nua a mheaitseail. Bhi feidhmiocht
mhaith sna margai l[arnach san Eoraip. Isian Spainn an
margadh is mo le haghaidh iasc geal i gconai agus RA agus
an Fhrainc na chéad chinn eile. Is ionann na margai sin
agus os cionn 85% d’onnmhairi iomlana iasc geal. Bhi
ghabhail iomlan is incheadaithe na hEireann le haghaidh
iasc geal sach cobhsai i rith 2019 i gcomparaid le 2018.

Thainig titim ar luachanna onnmhairithe sliogéisc na
hEireann sa bhliain 2019 tar éis roinnt dishldin a bheith
ann a raibh tionchar acu ar thairgeadh ar feadh na bliana.
Cloicheain reoite an t-onnmhairit sliogéisc ba mhé in 2018,
arbhionann iad agus tuairim is 10% d’onnmhairi iomlana
bia mara.

Bhi bliain eile thar a bheith tairgilil ag an earnail portan
beo, le fas 63% ar an luach onnmbhairithe agus feidhmiocht
den scoth sa bhFrainc, inar thainig ard( 47% ar an luach in
2019. Méadu faoi dhé ar an méid onnmbhairi chuig an
margadh sin ba chuis leis an ardd sin, chomh maith le
hard 29% ar an meanphraghas in aghaidh an tonna.
Thainig laghd( 27% i rith na bliana ar luach na n-onnmhairi
sliogiasc ullmhaithe, lena n-diritear breallaigh agus
cuachmai, arna spreagadh ag na laghduithe de 23% a
thainig ar mhéideanna i rith na tréimhse sin. Thainig
laghdu 22% ar luach na n-onnmbhairi chuig an gCdiré Theas
i rith na bliana, arb é an priomh-mhargadh onnmhairithe é,
le beagnach 73% de na honnmbhairi uile sa chatagdir seo.
Thainig laghd( 44% ar onnmhairi chuig an tSin agus
thainig laghdd 20% ar luach onnmhairithe chuig Hong
Cong ar an luach i rith na bliana.

Bhi drochbhliain eile ag earnail oisri na hEireann agus
laghdu 15% ar luachanna onnmbhairi. Thainig islid mor
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ar onnmbhairithe oisri pacailte chuig na mor-
chomhphairtithe onnmbhairithe go [éir. Thainig islit
15% ar luachanna onnmbhairithe chun na Fraince agus
thainig islit 21% ar luachanna onnmhairithe chun na
Sine agus Hong Cong, agus iad go léir 4 dtiomaint ag
méid. In 2018, thainig méadu 43% ar luach na n-
onnmhairithe bradain agus lean praghas bhradan na
hEireann ag méadu de réir mar a bhri an t-éileamh
earnail an bhradain organaigh ar aghaidh. Lean
margadh na Fraince lena bheith chun tosaigh in
onnmhairithe bradén na hEireann, arbh ionann é agus
41% den luach iomlan agus thainig dubailt ar
onnmbhairithe chun na Polainne 6 1,000 tonna go 2,000
tonna agus ardd 6 €9 millidin go €21 millidn i luach
bliain ar bhliain.

An Comhbheartas lascaigh

Ta roinnt de na limistéir is tairgitla agus is iogaire 6
thaobh na bitheolaiochta de in uisci an AE le fail sa
bhfarraige thart timpeall na hEireann (Folimistéir ICES
6 agus 7). Tagann na stoic iascach sna limistéir sin faoi
théarmai tagartha an Chomhbheartais lascaigh (CFP).

Is é priomhchuspdir an CFP deis a thabhairt d’atogail
na stoc éisc in uisci Eorpacha in imeacht ama, rud a
thacdidh le hinmharthanacht thionscal iascaireachta
na hEorpa tri bhithin stoic a bhainistit go fadtéarmach,
éisc aischurtha a laghdu agus deireadh a chur leo agus
stoic a atdgail chuig Uastoradh Inbhuanaithe (MSY).

B Deireadh céimnithe a chur le héisc aischurtha - Bhi
deireadh céimnithe a chur leis an toirmeasc ar éisc
aischurtha né an oibleagdid maidir le gabhalacha a
thabhairt i dtir, ar ghné larnach den
Chomhbheartas lascaigh (CFP) é thar roinnt blianta
agus ta sé le bheith curtha i bhfeidhm go hiomlan in
2019. Ta Grapa Réigiunach Ballstat ar Uisci an
larthuaiscirt (Eire, an Bheilg, an Fhrainc, an Riocht
Aontaithe, an Isiltir agus an Spainn) ann chun
jascaigh ag leibhéal réigiiinach a bhainistit faoin
CFP agus tagann an grupa le chéile go rialta chun
pleananna maidir le habhar muiri aischurtha agus
beartais iascaigh eile a phlé i gcomhairle leis na
pairtithe leasmhara dbhartha. Téannséi
gcomhairle leis na Comhairli Comhairleacha
abhartha pairtithe leasmhara ar bhonn rialta. Bhi
cruinnithe rialta ag an ngrdpa ar feadh na bliana
2019 chun saincheisteanna cur chun feidhme a phlé
maidir le bearta breise tar éis feidhmit iomlan na
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hoibleagaide maidir le tabhairt i dtir éisc.

Is éard atd in Uastoradh Inbhuanaithe(MSY) an
leibhéal a cheadaionn don ghabhail éisc is airde fad
a choinnitear stoic inbhuanaithe go fadtéarmach.
Leagadh sios an sprioc-am i 2019 faoin CFP chun
deireadh a chur le ré-iascaireacht trid an Lion
lomlan Gabhalacha Incheadaithe (TAC) de réir
chombhairle eolaioch. Maidir leis an gcuid is mé de
stoic, ciallaionn sé sin, nuair a bhionn comhairle
leordhéthanach ar fail, go bhfuil cuétai leagtha sios
ag leibhéil a chinntionn inbhuanaitheacht
fhadtéarmach, de réir phrionsabal MSY. Ta laghdu
mor tagtha ar shaothrd le blianta beaga anuas san
Atlantach, sa Mhuir Thuaidh agus sa Mhuir Bhailt de
bharr na dteorainneacha gabhaltais até beartaithe
ag an gCoimisitn Eorpach. Socraiodh na deiseanna
iascaireachta a pléadh ag an gComhairle um
Thalmhaiocht agus um lascach i mi na Nollag 2019
don bhliain 2020 de réir chuspdir MSY. Maidir le 32
as an 47 spriocstoc a bhfuil baint sonrach acu le
hEirinn, leagadh amach na cuétai do 2020 de réir
leibhéal na comhairle eolaiche né faoin leibhéal sin
nuair a bhi an chomhairle sin ar fail, trinar baineadh
amach critéir MSY. Do stoic eile, comhaontaigh an
Chombhairle, cudtai sriantacha agus réamhchdraim
chun seachghabhalacha dosheachanta a cheadd né
chun sonrai eolaiochta a bhailid.

Pleananna iascaigh ilbhliantila - Is é an aidhm ata
leis na pleananna iascaigh ilbhliantila na an stoc
éisc a athbhunt agus a choinneail ag leibhéil
inbhuanaithe agus inbhuanaitheacht shdisialta
agus eacnamaioch na n-iascairi ata ag obair i
réigidin airithe a chinntid. I mi an Mharta 2019,
ghlac an Chomhairle Eorpach leis an bplean
ilbhliantuil chun iascach in Uisci Thiar a bhainistiu,
rud atd thar a bheith tabhachtach 6 thaobh na
hEireann de. Leagtar amach sa rialachan plean
bainistiochta cuimsitheach, lena n-3iritear, na stoic
éisc abhartha go léir agus leagtar sios cuspoiri
iascaireachta do phriomhspeicis sprice. Cinntionn
sé go bhfuil iascaireacht & dhéanamh ar na stoic seo
ag teacht le prionsabal MSY agus déantar
bainistiocht ar ghabhalacha de réir cur chuige
réamhchdraim.



BAINISTIU AGUS CAOMHNU IASCAIGH

Cudta lasc a Bhainistiu in 2019

Bhi an Roinn freagrach as breis is 193,606 tonna de chuétai
éisc a bhainistiti in 2019. Mar chuid den phréiseas
bainistithe sin, faoin Acht lascaigh Mhara agus Dlinse Muiri
2006, eisiodh 997 n-ddaru agus leasu. Ina theannta sin,
thug an tAire feidhm do 60 bhFdgra Bainistiochta lascaigh
agus do 10 nlonstraim Reachtdla chun tact le iascaigh na
hEireann a bhainisti.

Ina theannta sin in 2019, rinneadh 40 stoc éisc Grinnill (iasc
geal agus cloicheain) a bhainistit i gcombhairle leis an
gCoiste Comhairleach Bainistiochta Cudtai, a bhfuil baint
ag ionadaithe 6n earnail iascaireachta leis. Ta na
teorainneacha gabhala arna leagan amach san Fhogra um
Bhainistiu lascaigh le feiceail ar laithrean gréasain na
Roinne agus scaipeadh iad ar eagraiochtai ionadaiocha an
tionscail.

Cothromu Cuodta 2019

Ta céras Cothromaithe Cudta a thabhairt isteach ar bhonn
céimnithe chun cuidiu le feidhmid iomlan na hoibleagaide
maidir le tabhairt i dtir éisc (a ndéantar forail dé faoin
Rialachan (AE) Uimh.1380/2013, Airteagal 15). Cuireadh
Beartas Cothromaithe Cudta do Stoic Peiligeacha i
bhfeidhm sa bhliain 2018 agus tathar le Beartas
Cothromaithe Cuéta do Stoic Eisc ghrinnill (lasc geal) a
chur i bhfeidhm sa bhliain 2020.

Cuireann an cdras cothromaithe cuéta le caomhnu agus le
bainistiocht na gcudtai éisc. Beidh os cionn 600 tonna de
chuéta ata cothromaithe agus athdhailte mar thoradh ar
chothromu cuéta ar tugadh faoi suas go dti mi Aibreain
2020, do na stoic éisc peiligeacha a ndearnadh iascaireacht
orthu sa bhliain 2019. Maidir le hiascaireacht na bliana
2019, eisiodh 336 raiteas cothromaithe cudta ar
shealbhdiri ceadunais faoi mhi Aibreain 2020.

Gabhalacha lomlana is Incheadaithe agus
Cudtai 2020

| gcomhthéacs a bheith ag ullmhd do chaibidli bliantdla an
AE, chuir an tAire Meastinu Tionchair Inbhuanaitheachta ar
lomlan na nGabhalacha Incheadaithe (TACanna) agus na
gcudtai do 2020 i lathair don Dail i mi na Nollag 2019.
Rinneadh an measunu Tionchair Inbhuanaitheachta a
fhorbairt tar éis ionchur 6 ghniomhaireachtai mara lena n-
airitear SFPA, BIM agus Ml agus i ndiaidh cruinnithe ina
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raibh na pairtithe leasmhara dbhartha ar fad
rannphairteach iontu i mi na Samhna 2019.

D'aontaigh Airi Comhairle lascaigh an AE TACanna agus
cudtai 2020 i mi na Nollag 2019. D'éirigh leis an Aire
195,000 tonna cudtai arbh ionann a luach agus €275
millitin d'iascairi na hEireann a fhail do 2020. Airiodh ar
phriomhéachtai, ardd ar chuétai do lion stoic
tabhachtacha - lena n-airitear, Murlas (ardd 41%), agus
Cadog (+30%), Anglait (+7%) agus Scoiltean (+3%) sa Mhuir
Cheilteach. Ta drochbhail i gcdnai ar stoic ar nds Trosc
agus Faoitin sa Mhuir Cheilteach agus thangthas ar
chomhaontu chun cosainti breise suntasacha a thabhairt
isteach chun cuidid leis na stoic sin a theacht chucu féin.
Tabharfar na cosainti riachtanacha do Throsc agus Faoitin
leis na bearta atd comhaontaithe ag an gCombhairle agus
ag an am céanna ceadU d'arthaigh leandint d'iascaireacht
a dhéanambh ar bhealach inbhuanaithe.

Tri na céimeanna riachtanacha seo a ghlacadh anois,
beifear abalta cuidid le stoic a thabhairt ar ais sna
hiascaigh atd againn sa Mhuir Cheilteach agus an gé le
danadh a sheachaint.

SeaFest 2019 - Feidhm a Bhaint as Saibhreas
ar nAigéin - Geilleagar Gorm na hEireann a
Fhorbairt

Mealladh os cionn 90,000 cuairteoir chuig Duganna
Chathair Chorcai leis an imeacht tri [4 SeaFest 2019 a
tiondladh 6n 7-9 Meitheamh 2019. Ba é seo an chéad
imeacht den Fhéile a bheidh ar sidl ar feadh tri bliana i
gCorcaigh, tar éis den Fhéile a bheith & reachtail i
nGaillimh ar feadh tri bliana 6 2016-2018. Mar fhéile muiri
naisiiinta na hEireann, ta mar aidhm le SeaFest ar n-
aitheantas muiri a laidrid agus rannphairtiocht agus
caidreamh leis an bhfarraige a mhéadu de réir Sprioc 3 de
Feidhm a Bhaint as Saibhreas Ar nAigéin (Plean
Combhthaite Muiri d’Eirinn). Ag obair i gcomhar le
Combhairle Cathrach Chorcai agus le raon leathan
gniomhaireachtai agus eagraiochtai comhphairtithe, rinne
Foras na Mara SeaFest a chomhordl thar ceann an Ghrupa
Comhordaithe Mara tras-rialtais, faoi chathaoirleacht an
Aire Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara. Bhi rél larnach ag
gniomhaireachtai Mara na Roinne, BIM, SFPA agus Bord
Bia, 6 thaobh taispeantas a thabhairt ar raon
gniomhaiochtai na hEireann lena |éiritear acmhainn agus
tionscal éagsuil bia mara na hEireann.
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Tiondladh an séd ‘Cruinnid Mullaigh faoi Shaibhreas Ar
nAigéin’ freisin mar chuid den SeaFest. ‘Glértha
Combhroinnte 6 Oiledin Bheaga’ a bhi mar théama do
Chruinnid Mullaigh na bliana 2019 a reachtaladh i Halla na
Cathrach, Corcaigh, an 10 Meitheamh. Bhi cainteoiri
naisiunta agus idirndisiinta, lena n-airitear, John Kerry, iar-
Statrinai na Stait Aontaithe, ionadaithe na NA maidir le
Stait Oiledin Bheaga ata i mbéal Forbartha (SIDS), ceannairi
polaitiochta agus gné agus ambasadoiri 6ga aigéin le
cloistedil ag na 750 toscaire a d’fhreastail. Dhirigh na
priomhchainteanna ar thionchair athri aeraide ar an
tslainte agus ar r n-acmhainni comhroinnte aigéin. Thug
an tAire Creed aitheasc do na toscairi ag an gCruinnid
Mullaigh, trath ar chuir an tAire failte roimh na treochtai
maidir le fis dearfach i nGeilleagar Gorm na hEireann agus
taithi na tire seo le gairid a chomhroinnt le tionscnaimh don
fhas gorm inbhuanaithe. Sheol an tAire, thar ceann an
Rialtais, an tAthbhreithnil bliantdil ar an Dul Chun Cinn
maidir le Feidhm a Bhaint as Saibhreas Ar nAigéin. Thug an
Tanaiste agus an tAire Gndthai Eachtracha agus Tradala,
Simon Coveney, Damien English, an tAire Stait do
Thithiocht agus Athnuachan Uirbeach agus Mairéad
McGuinness, an Chéad Leas-Uachtaran, Parlaimint na
hEorpa, aitheasc ag an gCruinnit Mullaigh freisin.

Airiodh ar phriomhimeachtai eile a bhi ar sidl le linn
SeaFest, Sarthaispeantas ar Thionscal Muiri na hEireann,
Smart Maritime and Offshore Wind an 11 Meitheamh i Halla
na Milaoise, Halla na Cathrach, Corcaigh, a bhi & gcomhordu
ag Fiontraiocht Eireann.

Ar leibhéal aititil sa chathair inar tionéladh an écaid,
Corcaigh, meastar gur gineadh €4.1 mhillitin in ioncam
direach do thionscal turasdireachta na cathrach ag SeaFest
agus ag na hécaidi a bhain leis in 2019. Baineadh amach
buaicphointi nach bhfacthas riamh cheana sa tuairiscii
aitidil, naisitinta agus idirnaisiunta ar an bhféile. Mar
shampla, bhi lucht éisteachta agus féachana tuairim is 100
mhilliin ag an tuairiscid sna meain, le SeaFest 2019 mar
ghné ar chlair amhail SkyNews, RTE Nationwide agus RTE
Countrywide. Bronnadh gradam naisilinta ar SeaFest freisin
as an ‘Imeacht Cultuir is Fearr’ ag Gradaim an Tionscail
Imeachtai 2019. An cur sios a thug na moltdiri air, “a great
celebration of Ireland’s maritime heritage that serves an
important cultural purpose".

Ceadunu Dobharshaothraithe

Chuir an Grapa Athbhreithnithe Neamhspleach um
Cheadln( Dobharshaothraithe, a bhi ceaptha ag an Aire
chun athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar an bpréiseas
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ceadUnaithe don dobharshaothri agus a chreat dlithidil
gaolmbhar, a Thuarascdil faoi bhraid an Aire i mi na Bealtaine
2017.

Rinne an Gripa Athbhreithnithe imscridd mionsonraithe ar
an bproéiseas ceadlnaithe dobharshaothraithe reatha, thug
sé faoi chomhairlidchan cuimsitheach le pairtithe
leasmhara agus scrudaigh sé na cérais toilithe
inchomparaide naisitinta agus idirnaisiunta chun dea-
chleachtas a aimsit maidir le proiseas casta ceadunaithe a
bhainistit ar bhealach trédhearcach, a bheadh cui 6 thaobh
an chomhshaoil de agus laidir 6 thaobh an dli de.

O fuarthas an tuarascail an Ghripa Athbhreithnithe, ta
machnamh mionsonraithe déanta ag an Roinn ar na moltai
ata leagtha amach inti, le stil agus iad a chur i bhfeidhm, ag
féachaint do na saincheisteanna reachtaiochta, comhshaoil,
teicnitla agus maidir le leas an phobail a eascraionn da
bharr. T4 dlithchaidreamh déanta ag an Roinn freisin le
hionadaithe 6n tionscal agus le Gniomhaireachtai Stait
abhartha.

Ba i an phriomhchdiis a bhi leis an nGripa Athbhreithnithe
Neamhspledch um Cheadunu Dobharshaothraithe, nd an
gha le haghaidh a thabhairt ar an riaraiste do Cheadlnd
Dobharshaothraithe ar bhealach focasaithe. Mar fhreagra
air sin, thug an Roinn faoi thionscadal dha bhliain chun
deireadh a chur leis an riaraiste maidir le ceadinu sliogiasc.
Baineadh 305 agus 324 cinneadh maidir le ceadind amach
sna blianta 2018 agus 2019 faoi seach.

Fior 1: Cinnti maidir le Ceadiini Dobharshaothraithe
2012 -2019

350

324
300

250

200

150

100

50

14
||
2014

0

2012 2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019



BAINISTIU AGUS CAOMHNU IASCAIGH

Ta thart ar 1200 cinneadh déanta maidir le ceadiinas én
mbliain 2012.

Ta an riaraiste maidir le ceadlind sliogéisc a bhi mar
shaincheist ag a raibh tionchar aici ar an tionscal
dobharshaothraithe, glanta anois. Is ionann an riaraiste
ceadun sliogéisc a ghlanadh agus athrd ollmhér don
tionscal agus tugann sé seasamh daingean don tionscal,
seasamh ata 4 éileamh le fada an la ag ionadaithe an
tionscail.

Chuir glanadh éifeachtach an riaraiste maidir le ceaddind
sliogéisc ar chumas na Roinne diriti ar an riardiste i
bpréiseail ceadanna dobharshaothraithe iasc eite anois.

Is proiseas casta é iarratais ar cheadunais iasc eite sa
timpeallacht mara a phroiseail, go hairithe de bharr an
riachtanais d’oibritheoiri Raitis Tionchair Timpeallachta a
sholathar agus don Roinn agus do Ghniomhaireachtai
abhartha anailis mhionsonraithe a dhéanamh ar na
tuarascalacha sin. Bhi lion mér Raiteas Tionchair
Timpeallachta 6 oibreoiri dobharshaothraithe ag seasamh
amach go féill sa bhliain 2019. D’oibrigh an Roinn go dlith
le hionadaithe 6n Tionscal sa bhliain 2019 agus suil le dlus
a chur faoi Raitis Tionchair Timpeallachta a bhi ag
seasamh amach a chur faoi bhraid.

An tAcht um lascaigh Mhara (Leasu) 2019

Shinigh an tUachtaran an tAcht um lascaigh Mhara (Leasu)
2019, an 4 Aibrean 2019 agus chur an tAire tUs leis an Acht
an 23 Aibrean 2019. Fordiltear leis an Acht seo leasuithe
dlithidla a dhéanambh ar an Acht lascaigh Mhara agus
Dlinse Muiri, 2006 d'fhonn aghaidh a thabhairt ar
chinneadh na Cuirte Uachtarai i nDeireadh Fomhair 2016
nach raibh cead de réir an dli ag soithigh as Tuaisceart
Eireann a bheith ag iascaireacht laistigh de chrios 0-6
mhuirmbhile uisci teorann an Stait.

lascach Intire Inbhuanaithe a Fhorbairt

Thainig an Féram Naisiunta lascaigh Cois Cladaigh (NIFF)
le chéile ceithre huaire in 2019 chun moltai a bhain le
hiascaigh intire agus a gcuid idirghniomhaiochtai le
[aithredin Natura 2000 a phlé agus a fhorbairt. Faigheann
an NIFF tacaiocht 6 lionra de shé Fhéram Réigitinach
lascaigh Cois Cladaigh (RIFF), lena mbaineann ionadaiocht
6 phairtithe leasmhara iascach intire agus 6 phairtithe
leasmhara mara eile. Ta faisnéis faoi obair na bhFéram le
fail ar laithrean gréasain faoi leith: www.inshoreforums.ie.

Sheol an tAire an Straitéis d’Earnail lascaireachta Cois
Cladaigh na hEireann 2019-2023 thar ceann an NIFF ag
deireadh mhi Feabhra 2019. Rinneadh forbairt ar an
straitéis tri phréiseas leathan lena raibh baint ag Foraim
lascaireachta Cois Cladaigh agus a gcéad treoirphlean
tionscal-bhunaithe don earnail. Aithnitear cuspdiri agus
gniomhartha sa treoirphlean a chuirfidh cruth ar obair na
bhFéram sna blianta atd amach romhainn. T4 Bord
lascaigh Mhara (BIM) l[arnach maidir leis an straitéis seo a
chur i bhfeidhm, a mbeidh sé mar aidhm lei an tacaiocht
mhaoinithe ata ar fail faoin gCiste Eorpach Muiri agus
lascaigh a Usdid sna réimsi is mé a mbainfear an leas is
fearr aisti. T4 grdpa um fheidhmid straitéise, lena n-
airitear, an Roinn, BIM, Foras na Mara, Udaras Cosanta
lascaigh Mhara agus ionadaithe én tionscal, i mbun
monatoireachta agus ag stitiradh an dul chun cinn maidir
le feidhmiu.

Cheadaigh an tAire méadu arna mholadh ag an tionscal ar
an losmhéid Tagartha Caomhnaithe (MCRS) le haghaidh
an portan dearg a thabhairt i dtir. Chuiran beartardl ar
an MCRS maidir leis an bportan dearg go 140mm a bhi 4
dtégail ag baid iascaigh na hEireann agus bhi ag
iascaireacht sna farraigi-thimpeall na hEireann (limistéir
ICES VI agus VII), ardd 130mm ar an MCRS ata leagtha
amach i reachtaiocht AE Cheadaigh an tAire tionscnamh
tionscal-bhunaithe freisin chun cosaint dhlithidil a
sholathar don chriifisc v-eangaithe mar chuid de
thionscadal taighde Fhoras na Mara san iardheisceart.

Leanadh le bainistiocht a dhéanamh ar iascaigh um Shiol
Ditilicini uile-oilednda sa bhliain 2019, agus cuireadh tds
le séasur iascaireachta an fhémbhair i Muir Eireann i
ndeireadh mhi Mean Fomhair agus thosaigh an séasur i
Loch na dTri gCaol i gContae Chiarrai go luath i mi
Deireadh Fomhair (féach an chuid ar Natura 2000 thios).
Leanann an Chombhairle um Maoirseacht Mara (MSC) leis
aniascach a dheimhnid. Deirtear sa deimhnitchan
reatha, a eisiodh in 2018 agus a bheidh baili ar feadh cuig
bliana, go bhfuarthas go raibh an t-iascach ag cloi le
riachtanais an MSC agus go bhfuil sé dea-bhainistithe agus
inbhuanaithe. Fuarthas sin i ndiaidh deimhnitchain a
fuarthas in 2013. Ag deireadh 2019, reachtaladh
comhchomhairliichan poibli ar feadh sé seachtaine
d'fhonn tuairimi na ndaoine a bhfuil spéis acu in iascach
um shiol didilicin na hEireann a lorg maidir leis na
socruithe bainistithe ata i bhfeidhm don iascach. Thainig
an comhairliichan chun criche an 31 Nollaig agus fuarthas
86 aighneacht.
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Treoracha Natura 2000 a Chur i bhFeidhm

Is éard ata in Natura 2000, lionra AE de phriomh-laithreain
porichain agus scithe do speicis neamhchoitianta né do
speicis ata i mbaol, agus roinnt cinealacha gnathég
naddrtha neamhchoitianta da dtugtar cosaint ina gceart
féin. Roimhe seo, d’ullmhaigh Foras na Mara (an
ghniomhaireacht Stait ata freagrach as taighde mara,
forbairt teicneolaiochta agus nuéil in Eirinn) meastnd
riosca maidir le hidirghniomhaiochtai iascaigh mhara le
speicis agus gnathoga ata faoi chosaint Natura 2000 ar
feadh chdsta Theas agus chdsta Thiar na hEireann. Ta sé
ag suil le measinu cosuil leis sin ar na speicis éin a
thabhairt chun criche in 2020. Tugtar faoi na
measUnachtai sin faoi Airteagal 6.2 de Threoir um
Ghnathdga an Aontais Eorpaigh. Rinne an Foras measunu
riosca comhchosuil in 2013 ar ghniomhaiochtai
iascaireachta i ldithredin Natura 2000 ar Muir Eireann (an
costa Thoir). Agus é ag obair ar na Féraim lascaigh Cois
Cladaigh Naisiinta agus Réigilinacha, ta tds curtha ag an
Rialtas le gniomhartha chun dul i ngleic leis na rioscai a
bhaineann le gniomhaiochtai iascaigh mhara ar bhonn
tosaiochta.

Cheadaigh an tAire leasu ar an bPlean Natura lascaigh
d’iascach shiolta didilicini i Loch na dTri gCaol, Contae
Chiarrai ag tus mi Deireadh Fomhair 2019. Thainig an t-
iarratas ar leasu on tionscal agus ar scagthastail a
dhéanamh, fuarthas amach nach athrd dbhartha ar an
bplean 6na dteastdidh meastnacht chui. Chomh maith
leis sin, d’eisigh an tAire deimhnilchan iascaigh Natura ar
an iascach i mi Deireadh Fémhair chun sineadh a chur ar
na teorainneacha timpeall ar limistéar thart ar Oilean
Dheilgnise, ait a bhfuil cosc ar iascach ar dhidilicini. Glac
an tAire le moladh 6 Fhoras na Mara chun limistéar a
dhinadh ar bhonn réamhchdraim mar gheall ar ghnathég
do sceir chosanta a bheith ann.

Déantar forail leis an Acht um Ghniomh Aerdide agus um
Fhorbairt Isealcharbdin, 2015, a chuireann leis an gCreat
Naisitinta Oiriund don Athrud Aerdide, chun Pleananna um
Qiritnu Earnala a ullmhd. Ag leanUint ar aghaidh 6n obair
ullmhichain a tugadh fuithi sa bhliain 2018, foilsiodh
dréachtphlean QiriGinaithe um Athr( Aerdide maidir le
Talmhaiocht, Foraoiseacht agus Bia Mara do
chomhairlidchan poibli an 27 Meitheamh 2019. Tugadh an
dréachtphlean suas chun data ina dhiaidh sin chun
saincheisteanna a ardaiodh sna haighneachtai a fuarthas
mar chuid den phrdiseas comhairlitichain a léirid.
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Cheadaigh an Rialtas an Plean Oiriinaithe Earnala um
Athrd Aeraide maidir le Talmhaiocht, Foraoiseacht agus
Bia Mara an 31 Deireadh Fémbhair 2019 agus is féidir an
plean a fheiceail ar [aithrean gréasain na Roinne.

Chuidigh an Grapa Oibre maidir le hOiriinG um Athrd
Aeraide, a chuimsionn ionadaithe 6 gach aon cheann de
na Gniomhaireachtai Muiri (BIM, Ml agus SFPA) agus an
Roinn, le seachadadh Plean OiriGinaithe Earnala
cuimsitheach a chinntiu, a thugann aghaidh ar na
priomhréimsi oiriinaithe. Rinne Foras na Mara (MI)
athbhreithnit ar an Tuarascail Speisialta an Phainéil Idir-
Rialtasach ar Athr( Aerdide na Naisitn Aontaithe (IPCC) ar
Aigéin agus ar Chridisféar maidir le hAeraid ata ag Athru
(SROCC), a foilsiodh i Mean Fomhair 2019, agus rinne Foras
na Mara achoimre ar phriomhthorthai na tuarascala a thég
san aireamh go bhféadfadh aigéin a bheith ag téamh ag
gach doimhneacht, go bhfuil leibhéal na farraige ag ardd
ar bhonn domhanda agus go bhfuil athri geografach i
speicis a bhrath.

Baineadh leas as deiseanna chun cur le feasacht ar athri
aeraide laistigh den earnail bia mara ar feadh na bliana
2019, lena n-airitear, bileog a scaipeadh ag imeachtai, lena
n-airitear, SeaFest, Skipper Expo agus lion Imeachtai
Bricfeasta SFPA, ar phleanail chun dul in oiridint don athrd
aeraide. Bhi leabhran maidir le hQiriinU Aeraide agus Bia
Mara ina raibh sé cinn de chas-staidéir le fail ag Seafest
freisin; chuidigh na cas-staidéir le tuiscint nios doimhne a
fhorbairt maidir leis an mbealach ina mbeidh tionchar ag
athru aerdide ar an earnail bia mara agus le diospdireacht
ar oiriinu aeraide a chur chun cinn.

Tionscnamh na nAigéan Glan

Ta na haigéin a chosaint ar cheann den 17 Sprioc
Dhomhanda a chuimsitear i gClar Oibre 2030 don
Fhorbairt Inbhuanaithe. Is [&iriti ar thiomantas na hEireann
do Sprioc 14, Saol faoi uisce, i an diograis ata ann do
Thionscnamh na nAigéan Glan.

Ta Bord lascaigh Mhara (BIM), Gniomhaireacht Forbartha
Bia Mara na hEireann, mar Sheaimpin don Sprioc
Domhanda um Fhorbairt Inbhuanaithe (SDG) 2019-2020
do Sprioc 2 (Deireadh a chur le hOcras), Sprioc 8 (Obair
Chuibhidil agus Fas Eacnamaioch), Sprioc 12 (Tomhaltas
agus Tairgeadh Nios Inbhuanaithe) agus Sprioc 14
(Beathra Faoin Uisce).
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Tosaiocht an Aontais

Forbairt Inbhuanaithe ar lascaigh

Sheol an tAire an Tionscnamh maidir le hAigéin Glan i
mi Eanair ag Calafort Bréantra, Co. Corcai, chun
aghaidh a thabhairt ar thruaillid 6 phlaisteach san
fharraige a bhfuil baid iascaigh na hEireann ag teacht
trasna air. D'iarr an Aire ag an am go mbeadh gach
tralaeir ag gach cé agus calafort de chuid na hEireann
rannphairteach go gniomhach sa chéad tionscnamh
comhordaithe ar muir agus ar talamh chun bruscar
muiri a bhailid, a laghdl agus a athdsaid chun an
timpeallacht mhuiri a ghlanadh.

An Ciste Eorpach Muiri agus lascaigh OP
2014-2020 (EMFF)

Ghlac an Coimisiun Eorpach go foirmitil le Clar EMFF
na hEireann 2014-2020 i mi na Nollag 2015 agus té raon
leathan beart tacaiochta ann chun fas inbhuanaithe na
hearnala bia mara a chothu (iascaigh, dobhar shaothri
agus proiseail). Faigheann an Clar cdmhaoinit én
Aontas Eorpach agus 6 Rialtas na hEireann. Faigheann
an Clar tacaiocht €147.6 mhilliin 6n AE in imeacht
thréimhse seacht mbliana an Chlair agus cuirtear
maoinil 6n Rialtas leis an maoinil sin én AE, le gur
€239.2 mhilliun an méid iomlan tacaiochta a bheidh ar
fail faoin gClar.

Bhi gach scéim EMFF i bhfeidhm faoi dheireadh 2018.
Sa tréimhse 6n Dé Mairt 1 Eanair 2019 go Dé Mairt 31
Nollaig 2019, tugadh tacaiocht do na gniomhartha seo
a leanas faoin EMFF OP 2014-2020.

Cé go ndéantar faireachan ar an dul chun cinn ar chur
chun feidhme an EMFF OP agus ¢ a thuairiscit chuig an
gCoimisitn ar bhonn bliantuil, déantar meastoireacht
ar an méid a chuireann sé le cuspéiri beartais a bhaint
amach a thuairiscit ar bhonn tréimhsitil i.e., in 2017,
2019 agus 2024. Déanfar meastoireacht ar thionchar an
chldir ag deireadh 2019 mar chuid de Thuarascail Chur
Chun Feidhme Bhliantdil ata le cur ar aghaidh chuig an
gCoimisitn i mi an Mheithimh 2020.

Caiteachas Poibli 2019

€17,827,402

Forbairt Inbhuanaithe ar Dhobharshaothrd €5,730,130
Tacl leis an gComhbheartas lascaigh €24,701,335
Forbairt Aititil Pobalthreoraithe €3,014,706
Margaiocht & Proiseadil Thairgi Bia Mara €5,010,288
Tacu leis an mBeartas Comhthaite Muiri €2,696,820
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CUANTA IASCAIGH AGUS COSTA

In 2019, ba €29.4 mhillidin a bhi sa chaiteachas votiilte
iomlan ar an gClar sin. Caitheadh €27.7 milliin de sin ar
lonaid Chuanta lascaigh agus caitheadh €82,000 eile ar
Chléire agus ar raon piarai, soilse agus rabhchan timpeall
an chosta a chothabhail, faoi théarmai tagartha na Roinne.
Ranndg Innealtdireachta na Roinne a bhainistionn an
infheistiocht shuntasach ar na hoibreacha sin, chomh maith
le tacaiocht theicnitil agus chomhairleach agus seirbhisi
cigireachta a sholathar le haghaidh gach forbairt chuanta
iascaigh.

Priomhthionscadail in lonaid Cuanta lascaigh
in 2019

Baile Chaisleain Bhéarra

Tri bhithin na n-oibreacha forbartha ar phiara an chuain ata
ar siul faoi lathair ag Baile Chaisleain Bhéarra, cuirfear
sineadh le Cé Dhuinse lena n-diritear fad 216 m breise leis
an gcé, oibreacha caipititla dreidireachta, dha mhuirmhdr
carraig-armurtha agus oibreacha gaolmhara. Bronnadh an
conradh oibreacha ar fiti €23.44 mhilliin é i mi 143il 2018.
Cuireadh tus le hoibreacha tégala i mi Deireadh Fomhair
2018, agus chuaigh an obair sin chun cinn go seasta ar
feadh na bliana 2019 le dreideail, piledil leathain chruach,
pileail fheadanach, socrd lionach innealtdireachta agus
deicre coincréite le sineadh a chur leis an gcé, chomh maith
le dha cheann tonnchosc nua ag an mbealach isteach sa
chuan laistigh. Tabhaiodh caiteachas €16.8 mhillitin ar an
tionscadal sinin 20109.

Leathnu Cé Dinish, Baile Chaislean Bhéarra FHC
Oibreacha Conradh Tégala idir lamha 2019
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Tugadh oibreacha chun criche freisin sa bhliain 2019 ar
thogail foirgneamh riarachain nua don Chalafort ar Ché
Mainland, Baile Chaislean Bhéarra. Bhi leagan an tseanhalla
ceantala agus na hoifigi calafoirt ata ann cheana féin agus
togail foirgneamh nua agus carrchlds nua i geeist leis an
obair seo. Cuirfidh an foirgneamh cdiriocht ar fail don
Mhaistir Cuain agus da fhoireann agus d’fhoireann calafoirt
SFPA. Is é an tAire a d’oscail an fhorbairt i mi na Bealtaine
2019 agus cuireann an foirgneamh pointe fécasach ar fail
don chalafort agus cuirfidh sé le hathfhorbairt an chalafoirt
agus le limistéir an bhaile ag teacht le feabhstchain
bhainistiochta trachta até beartaithe don bhaile. Chosain
an tionscadal seo €1.88 milliin ar an iomlan agus bhi
caiteachas de €0.51 millidin i gceist leis sa bhliain 2019.

Foirgneamh Nua Riarachdin Calafoirt, Baile Chaislean
Bhéarra FHC Oibreacha Conradh Tégdla tugtha chun
criche sa bhliain 2019

Ros an Mhil

Sa bhliain 2019, chuireadh tUs le tionscadal a chuimsigh
togail sineadh tonnchosc le tuilleadh foscadh a chur ar fail
don chaladh bad i mi na Samhna 2018 agus tugadh an obair
sin chun criche i mi Aibredin 2019, agus chosain an
tionscadal iomlan €0.75 millidn (lena n-airitear, caiteachas
de €0.63 millitin sa bhliain 2019).

[

Sineadh Tonnchosc, Ros an Mhil FHC
Oibreacha Conradh Tégala tugtha chun criche sa bhliain
2019



AN CLAR FORBARTHA CAIPITIL INFREASTRUCHTUIR

CUANTA IASCAIGH AGUS COSTA

Na Cealla Beaga

Chun freastal ar an éileamh ata ag méadu én tionscal
jascaireachta, cuireadh tus le hobair in 2017 le sineadh
120 méadar a chur leis an gcé ag Smooth Point.
Freastaldidh an sineadh leis an bpiara ar bhaid ag a bhfuil
tarraingt suas le 9 méadar acu ar dia-thra. Tugadh Chéim
1 den tionscadal a raibh driodar éillithe a bhaint, é a
thabhairt i dtir le haghaidh céiredla agus cobhsaithe agus
¢ a dhidscairt ina dhiaidh sin le haghaidh athdséide
tairbhi amar chuid de chun criche in 2018. Cuireadh tis
le Céim 2 den tionscadal sa bhliain 2019 agus cuimsionn
an obair dreideail driodar glan go -9mCD agus tégail 120
méadar de bhalla cé. Bronnadh an conradh oibreacha ar
fiti €12.9 mhillidn é i mi Linasa 2019. Airitear ar oibreacha
atugadh chun criche ar an suiomh sa bhliain 2019
dreidedil agus dilscairt de thart ar 45% d’abhar én
ngrinneall bog amuigh ar muir agus tabhairt chun sidil
thart ar 7,000 méadar citbach de charraig a bhi stoc-
charntha ar an suiomh lena athisaid laistigh den
chalafort. Bhi caiteachas iomlan de €5 milliun i gceist leis
an tionscadal sa bhliain 2019.

Sineadh Cé Smooth Point, na Cealla Beaga FHC
Obair Dhreideala idir lamha 2019

Dun Mor

Tugadh Céim 4 d’Oibreacha Leigheasta agus
Feabhstchain na Cé Thiar chun criche i nDeireadh
Fémhair 2019, ar chostais tionscadail iomlan €0.7 millidn.
Airiodh ar na hoibreacha fad 50 meadar dé dheic na cé a
bhi ann cheana a scartail agus cé choincréite threisithe
nua a chur ina hait, oibreacha leigheasta ar na cairn
choincréite threisithe a bhi ann cheana féin agus gardai
stuacha a chur in ait na ngardai croighlais. Cuirfidh an
tionscadal seo tuilleadh feabhais ar na haiseanna ata sa
chalafort, agus sin i ndiaidh an tionscadal dreidireachta
ollmhoér a thabhairt i gcrich in 2015.

Céim 4 den Obair Dheisitichdin, An Ché Thiar, An Dun
Mér Thoir FHCOibreacha Conradh Tégala idir lamha
2019

Bonneagar Chuanta na nUdaras Aititil

In 2019, caitheadh €1.4 mhilliGin ar oibreacha ag cuanta,
piarai agus fandin ar le hUdarais Aitilla iad, faoi Chlar
Forbartha an Bhonneagair Cdsta agus Larionad Cuanta
lascaigh agus faoin gClar Turasdireachta Mara agus
Féilliochta Mara. Bhain 33 dtionscadal 6 Udarais Aitidla ar
fud na tire leas as an maoiniu.
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Caiteachas Foriomlan

Bhi an Roinn freagrach as caiteachas vétailte os cionn
€1.641 bhillidin in 2019. Chomh maith leis an gcaiteachas
votéilte, chaith an Roinn €1.250.8 billitin ar scéimeanna a
bhi maoinithe ag EAGF an AE, agus mar sin b'ionann
caiteachas iomlan na Roinne agus €2.8 hillitin

*Clar A - Sabhailteacht Bia, Slainte Ainmhithe
agus Plandafi agus Leas Ainmhithe

* Ba mar thoradh ar an diol a bhi ar phiidar bainne bearrtha a bhi i stoc an €-12.6 millitn.

Faltais AE

D’éiligh an Roinn maoinit 6n AE, agus fuair an maoinid
sinin 2019, i ndail le bearta a fuair airgeadas 6 na Cisti
AE seo a leanas:

EAGF (An Ciste Eorpach um Rathaiocht Talmhaiochta)
An Ciste Tréidliachta

EAFRD (An Ciste Eorpach Talmhaiochta um Fhorbairt
Tuaithe)

EMFF (An Ciste Eorpach Muiri agus lascaireachta)
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Achoimre ar Fhaltais AE in 2018 agus in 2019

EAGF

EAFRD*

An Ciste Tréidliachta
EFF & EMFF**

Eile

lomlan

2018 2019
€m €m
1,222 1,193
401 324
10 9

16 23

1 1
1,650 1,550

* Lena n-airitear faltais a cuireadh ar aghaidh chuig an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail

** Réamh-mhaoinit ar EMFF nach raibh curtha in direamh do A&A

Rialuithe Airgeadais

Feidhmionn an Roinn raon cuimsitheach céras
bainistithe airgeadais, rialaithe agus cuntasaiochta
chun cloi le riachtanais AE, le riachtanais naisiiinta
chuntasaiochta agus le riachtanais rialala.

| gcomhréir le ceanglais chreiditnaithe dochta an AE,
chuir an Roinn ar aghaidh a cuntais caiteachais
bhliantula, a raibh deimhnii neamhspleach faighte
acu, chuig an gCoimisitn Eorpach. Lean an Gripa um
Athbhreithnil Creiditnaithe de a bheith ag
monatdireacht feidhmiocht na Roinne mar
Ghniomhaireacht locaiochta ndisiinta le linn 2019. Is é
an tArd-Runaf cathaoirleach an ghripa sin, ina bhfuil
ionadaithe 6n Roinn Caiteachais Phoibli agus
Athchéirithe, 6 na Coimisinéiri loncaim agus 6n Roinn
Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail. Thainig an Gripa le
chéile ceithre uaire in 2019. Is ceann de
phriomhdhualgais an Ghrdpa a chinntil go gcuirtear
moltai an Chomhlachta Deimhnitchain don bhliain
roimhe i bhfeidhm agus go ndéantar gniomh iardain
cui ar na torthai uile 6 inidchadh an AE.

An Coiste Iniuchoireachta

Bunaiodh an coiste initichdireachta chun comhairle
neamhspleach agus neamhchlaonta a chur ar an Ard-
Runai maidir leis na beartais iniichdireachta
inmheanach, le bainistit riosca a oireann d’fheidhmid
na Roinne agus le hoibrit na feidhme initichéireachta
inmheanai. Oibrionn an Coiste faoi Chairtina
sainmhinitear cuspdir, Gdaras agus caidrimh
thuairiscithe an Coiste Initichdireachta, an Aonaid
Inidchdireachta Inmhedanai agus bainistit na Roinne.

Sa bhliain 2019 rinne an Coiste athbhreithnid ar an
gCairt seo agus thug cothrom le data i ag teacht lena
chuid tiomantais athbhreithnit a dhéanamh go
tréimhsidil ar an gCairt. Léirionn an Chairt leasaithe
sérchleachtas inidichta inmheanaigh agus tugann an
deis le nios md solibthachta a bheith ann 6 thaobh
combhaltai Coiste a cheapadh.

Thainig an Coiste le chéile ceithre huaire in 2019 agus
bhuail an Cathaoirleach leis an Ard-Rinai dha uair ar
leithligh. Ina Thuarascail Bhliant(il 2018 a chuir an
Cathaoirleach faoi bhraid an Bhoird Bainistiochta,
léirigh an Coiste a shastacht leis na rialuithe arna geur i
bhfeidhm ag an Roinn mar a bhfuil fianaise 6 thorthai
na n-inidchdireachtai a rinne an tAonad
Iniichdireachta Inmheénai.

An tAonad Iniuchta Inmheanaigh

Rinne an tAonad Inidchdireachta Inmheanai (IAU) méid
suntasach oibre inmhednach, obair ar shabhailteacht
bia agus obair inidichdireachta grinnscridaithe i rith
2019. Feidhmionn an IAU de réir dea-chleachtais agus
de réir chaighdeain iniichdireachta inmheanacha
ghairmidla Instititid na ninitchdiri Inmheanacha (l1A).
Leanann sé cur chuige cuimsitheach a aithnitear go
forleathan maidir lena chlar iniGichdireachta bliantuil a
chriochnd, lena n-airitear breithniti a dhéanamh ar:

B Clar Riosca na Roinne,
B Sonrai ar chaiteachas (ndisilnta agus AE), agus
B Breithnid ar an domhan inidchdireachtaiomlan

116



BAINISTIOCHT AIRGEADAIS

I rith 2019, thug an tAonad cuig thuairisc
iniuchéireachta inmheanai dhéag chun criche maidir le
réimsi éagsula lena n-airitear gnéithe a bhaineann le
Scéim na hiocaiochta Bundsai agus na Glasiocaiochta
ar fil €1.25 billitin iad, scéimeanna a airiodh faoi Chlar
Forbartha Tuaithe na hEireann ar fiti €4 billitn iad,
Rialachas Comhlachtai Stait agus réimsi laistigh de
chreat um Teicneolaiocht Bainistiochta Faisnéise na
Roinne. Thug na torthai é na inidchdireachtai sin deis
don Stidrthoir Inidchdireachta Inmheénai a lua ina
Thuarascail Bhliantdil "go bhféadfadh an tArd-Rinai
agus an Bord Bainistiochta glacadh le hurrds réasinach
go raibh socruithe rialdla, cleachtais bhainistithe riosca
agus rialuithe inmhednacha leordhéthanacha ar bun
agus ag oibrit go héifeachtach ar feadh raon leathan na
scéimeanna agus na ngniomhaiochta a ndearnadh an
tAonad inidchdireacht orthu’.

Taionadaiocht ar an IAU i lionrai inidchédireachta
éagsula, lena n-airitear Foram na gCeann
Inidchdireachta Inmhednai, lionra comhlachtai
iniuchdireachta an AE agus an Gripa Iniichdireachta
Inmheénai Idir-rannach sa Riocht Aontaithe.
Freastalaionn an Stilrthdir Iniichdireachta Inmheanai
ar chruinnithe de chuid Ghrapa Athbhreithnithe
Creiditnaithe, Ghripa Stitrtha Imscriduithe agus
Foireann Bainistithe Riosca na Roinne, agus
feidhmionn mar fhaighteoir Nochtadh Cosanta.

Bainistiu Riosca

Sainaithniodh rioscai féideartha ardleibhéil,
fadréimseacha, ard-tionchair lena mbainfeadh
iarmhairti a d’fhéadfadh a bheith an-tromchuiseacha
don Roinn, don earnail agraibhia agus, i gcomhthéacs
nios leithne, do leas an phobail agus don leas
naisiunta, i gcas gach réimse gnd. Rinneadh na rioscai
straitéiseacha athbhreithnithe sin a chuimsil sa chéras
Bainistithe Riosca ata sa Roinn chun an t-ardan ata
laistigh den chéras ar a bhfuil gach riosca gné agus
oibriochta aitheanta agus taifeadta a chur le chéile.

Treisiodh struchtdir Bhainistithe Riosca sa Roinn tri
bhithin baill foirne a earct ar an bhFoireann Bainistithe
Riosca (an Rannan Airgeadais), Oifigeach Riosca a
ainmniu (an Rannan Airgeadais) agus athbhunt an
Choiste Bainistithe Riosca. Cuireadh feabhas ar

mhaoirseacht an Bhainistithe Riosca agus cuireadh tus
le tionscadal chun an Bunachar Sonrai reatha um
Bainistill Riosca a athsholathar le cdras até nios laidre,
solubtha agus éasca le husaid. Leanadh le forbairt
agus tastail ar an gCdras Bainistithe Riosca
Riomhriosca don Roinn i gcomhair le hOifig Phriomh-
Oifigeach Faisnéise an Rialtais ar feadh na bliana 2019,
agus tathar leis an gcoras agus an oilitint ghaolmhar a
leathadh amach sa chéad leath den bhliain 2020.

Foilsiuchan Thairbhithe CAP

| gcomhréir le Rialachan 1306/13 én AE, ni mér do
Bhallstait a chinntit go bhfoilsitear liosta dlitheanaigh
n6 neamh-dhlitheanaigh, ex-post thairbhithe chistiu
CAP, ar bhonn bliantuil. Ni mér abhar a fhoilsit ag trath
nach déanai na an 31 Bealtaine gach aon bhliain maidir
le hiocaiochtai a rinneadh an bhliain roimhe sin. Ta an
fhaisnéis seo le fail ar an laithrean gréasain: -

B Ainm an tairbhi, seachas sa chas go raibh an méid a
focadh faoi chisti CAP nios [ nd €1,250. Sa chas sin
déantar an duine aonair a aithint le céd

B An bardas ina bhfuil an tairbhi ina chdnai

An méid iocaiochta i leith gach beart (scéim) a fuair an
tairbhi, agus Nadur gach beart agus cur sios orthu

iocaiocht Phras

Le linn 2019, ba 127 sonrasc ar an iomlan a iocadh
lasmuigh den tréimhse 30 |4 a bhfuil forail déanta ina
leith sna rialachdin faoin Acht um ioc Pras Cuntas, 1997
agus ar gearradh piondis Gis dheireanaigh ina leith.
€10,868 a bhi san (s iomlan moéide na piondis a iocadh.
€544,691 a bhi ar luach na sonrasc go léir a iocadh go
déanach, arbh ionann é agus 0.25% de na hiocaiochtai
iomlana €220,500,600 a bhi faoi théarmai na Rialachan.

Ta ceanglas ann 6 2009 nach mér do Ranna Rialtais
solathrdiri as Eirinn a foc laistigh de 15 |4. T4 sonrai
maidir le comhliontacht an Rialtais i leith an cheanglais
sin leagtha amach sa tabla seo a leanas:

117



BAINISTIOCHT AIRGEADAIS

focaiochtai Prasa Eanair-Nollaig 2019

focaiochtai a rinneadh Lion Luach Céatadan
Laistigh de 15 14 21,131 €182,323,230 81.68%
Laistigh de 16 go 30 13 4,481 €37,511,841 17.32%
Nios mo na 30 [&* 258 €665,529 1.00%
lomlan 25,870 €220,500,600 100%

* Ta an figitr seo cuid mhaith nios airde mar gheall ar shonraisc a raibh solathréiri déanach ag cur Deimhnithe Imréitigh Canach baili ar aghaidh ina leith
de réir riachtanas na gCoimisinéiri loncaim. Nil feidhm le his ar riardisti sna casanna sin.

Solathar Poibli

Tacaionn an Laraonad Solathair, a bunaiodh sa bhliain
2011, leis an Roinn é thaobh tabhairt faoi sholathar tri
fhaisnéis a scaipeadh ar phriomhbheartais, comhairle
agus tacaiocht a chur ar fail i ndail le tairiscinti agus
abhar eile a bhaineann le solathar a ullmhd. Tri chlar
oilitina a chur ar fail ar fud na Roinne, rinne an tAonad
a chinnti go mbaintear an dea-chleachtas amach ag
an leibhéal oibriochta ionas go mbaintear an luach is
fearr is féidir amach ar airgead ar bhealach
comhliontach.

Sa bhliain 2019, chuidigh an tAonad le Cérais
Cheannaigh Fuinnidil a bhund, cuireadh comhairle ar
fail do bhreis is caoga larratas Tairisceana agus
rinneadh measlind ar os cionn ochtu hiarratas le
habhar a sholathar gan préiseas iomaioch. Bhian
tAonad rannphairteach freisin i dtionscadal piolétach
Oifig um Sholathar Rialtais (OGP) agus mar cheann de
lion beag Gdarais conraitheoireachta an rialtais lair,
thug an Roinn faoi mionchomértas ‘féinseirbhise’ 6
chreat an OGP. Tabharfaidh an tionscadal piolétach,
nuair a dhéanfar é a leathadh amach, tuilleadh
éifeachtulachtai isteach sa solathar poibli.

Ag an am céanna, agus lena chinntit go mbionn
solathar curtha i bhfeidhm go seasta ar fud na Roinne,
rinne an tAonad forbairt ar shraith teimpléid solathar
do sholathar ar luach iseal agus do sholathar
neamhiomaioch. Ar feadh na bliana 2019, thug an
tAonad faoi athbhreithnii miosuil ar chonarthai
claraithe a bhi dirithe ar neamhchomhlionadh a
aithint, ar thuairiscit feabhsaithe airgeadais a éasc
agus ar ailinid nios dldithe a dhéanamh ar chaiteachas
na Roinne le catagdiri solathar na hOifige um Sholathar
Rialtais (OGP).

118



BAILL FOIRNE AGUS BAINISTIOCHT EAGRAIOCHTUIL

Pleanail Forsa Saothair agus Imlonnu
Acmhainni

Glacann an Roinn le cur chuige straitéiseach i leith pleanail
forsa saothair agus imlonnd acmhainni ar mhaithe lena
chinntit go bhfuil férsa saothair ardoilte, ardspreagtha
agus éifeachtuil aici chun freastal ar spriocanna
straitéiseacha. Le linn na bliana 2019, d’earcaigh an Roinn
agus cheap foireann de 570 (lena n-airitear, foireann
athsholathair) ar fud raon disciplini agus gairmeacha, lena
n-airitear, eacnamaithe, raon disciplini dirithe ar eolaiocht
agus ar thalmhaiocht, dliodéiri, tréidlianna agus riarthéiri.
Déanann an Roinn iarracht ar bhonn leantnach cur le
hacmhainneacht san fhérsa saothair tri dheiseanna
Foghlama agus Forbartha agus tri dheiseanna
meantdireachta foirne a chur ar fail. Baineann an Roinn
Usaid freisin as Soghluaisteacht agus as Sealaiocht foirne ar
mhaithe lena chinntit go mbionn foireann oilte
leordhéthanach ar fail chun pleanail comharbais agus
pleanail teagmhais a bhainistit. Spreagann soghluaisteacht
bainisteoiri chun glacadh le préisis comhroinnte acmhainni
agus pleanail comharbais, cuireann soghluaisteacht
deiseanna forbartha laidre ar fail don fhoireann go léir agus
déanann forbairt ar fhérsa saothair solibtha le bunachar
eolais leathan. Cuireann an Roinn cultur ina roinntear
smaointe nua agus ina gcuirtear an dea-chleachtas chun
cinn trid an bhfoireann a bhogadh ar bhonn rialta agus
bionn mar thoradh air sin férsa oibre ata solubtha,
acmhainneach, ata abalta dul in oiridint agus freagra a
thabhairt laistigh den timpeallacht dhdshlanach ina
bhfuilimid ag oibrid.

Leanann an Roinn de gealladh a thabhairt maidir le tacu le
timpeallacht dhearfach oibre don fhoireann ar fad ina
gcuirtear comhdheiseanna, deiseanna gairme agus
timpeallacht a thacaionn le tionscnaimh ata badil le
teaghlaigh agus ina bhfuil cothromaiocht oibre is saoil ar
fail. Chuig sin, lean an Roinn le beartais agus treoir a
fhorbairt le linn na bliana 2019 chun tacu leis na cuspairi
seo ag teacht le Straitéis Acmhainni Daonna, EveryOne (do
Chach).

Le linn na bliana 2019, bhi an Roinn rannphairteach go
gniomhach i gcur chuige Rialtais uile maidir le hullmhacht
agus pleanail teagmhais don Bhreatimeacht. Rinneadh
measunu ar an lion foirne a bheidh riachtanach don
Bhreatimeacht bunaithe ar thréchur méideanna ag Pointi
Cigireachta Teorann agus meastachan ar riachtanas
méadaithe do rialuithe allmhairithe agus do dheimhnid
féideartha onnmhairithe 6 aschur 6n Earnail Agraibhia.
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Bhunaigh an Roinn Rannan d’Oibriochta Rialuithe
Allmhairithe le freagracht as feidhmeanna rialaithe line
tosaigh a chur i bhfeidhm a bhaineann leis an
mBreatimeacht. Baineadh leas as meascan de chomhaltai
foirne nua a earcu, imlonnu sealadach na foirne atd ann
cheana féin agus as conarthai seirbhise chun a chinntid go
bhfuil acmhainni leordhéthanacha ar fail lena n-imlonnd
chuig an Rannan nua seo de réir mar is ga. Bhiothas ag suil
go mbeadh na roghanna imlonnaithe ar bhain an Roinn
Usaid astu chomh solubtha agus ab fhéidir, ag togail an
athraithe a d’fhéadfadh a theacht ar chirsai san direamh
agus an ga lena bheith ullmhaithe don iliomad teagmhas,
agus ta na teagmhais sin, da réir sin, ag brath ar fhorbairti
leandnach an Bhreatimeachta, go hairithe i gctrsai
polaitiochta.

Earcu

Bhi an t-éileamh ar earcaiocht laistigh de na sruthanna gné
go léir laistigh den Roinn, chomh maith le harduithe céime
agus sannachain, fos ag leibhéal ard ar feadh na bliana.
Tugadh faoi fheachtais mhéra chun Cigiri Tréidliachta,
Oifigigh Teicnilla Talmhaiochta agus Cigiri Ciinta
Talmhaiochta a earcu. Baineadh Uséid as roinnt bealai chun
freastal ar an éileamh ar acmhainni breise a rabhthas ag
suil leis agus a d’eascair as an mBreatimeacht, lena n-
airitear imlonnd inmhednach agus earcu lion suntasach
Cigiri Tairsi go hairithe.

Foghlaim agus Forbairt

Chuir an Roinn raon leathan deiseanna Foghlama agus
Forbartha ar fail in 2019 i réimsi mar cheannaireacht,
bainistiu, scileanna idirphearsanta agus cumarsaide,
airgeadas, TF agus slainte agus sabhailteacht.

Maidir leis sin, d’oibrigh an Roinn go dlith le One Learning,
seirbhis comhroinnte an Rialtais d’Foghlaim agus
d’Fhorbairt, chun seachadadh a dhéanamh ar fhormhér na
hoilitina seo trina Chéras Bainistiochta Foghlama (LMS).
Tugann seoladh an LMS nua seo an deis d’fhoirne na Ranna
Rialtais go |éir rochtain dhireach a bheith acu ar churaclaim
de 67 clrsa aonair. Ta na clrsai seo deartha le freastal ar
riachtanais lion leathan foirne 6na leibhéil shdisearacha go
leibhéil sinsearacha.

Chomh maith leis sin, lean an Roinn le seachadadh a
dhéanamh ar shainoilitint ar fud réimsi teicniula,
talmhaiochta, foraoiseachta, tréidliachta, innealtdireacht
agus eolaiochta. D’fhreastail céad agus seacht comhalta
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foirne déag a bhi bainteach le Rialuithe Oifigilla ag leibhéal
beartais agus feidhmiochta ar chirsai foirmitla a cuireadh
ar fail faoin gClar Qilidint nios fearr i gcomhair Bia nios
Sabhailte (BTSF) an Choimisitin Eorpaigh agus thug
comhaltai foirne eile faoi chirsai riomh-Fhoghlama BTSF.

Rinneadh seachadadh freisin ar lion mér imeachtai
Foghlama agus Forbartha maidir leis an mBreatimeacht.
Airitear orthu sin, oilidint ionduchttchain do chomhaltai
foirne nua chomh maith le sainoilitint.

Comhphairtiocht

Is ionann comhphairtiocht agus foram comhoibrioch foirne,
bainistiochta agus ionadaithe ceardchumainn, ata laistigh
den Roinn i bhfoirmeacha éagsula 6n mbliain 1998. Tar éis
sraith comhairlichain Comhphairtiochta sa bhliain 2018,
threoraigh Téarmai Tagartha nua, a bhi deartha le struchtdir
na Comhphairtiochta a athnuachan agus a athbheochan sa
Roinn, gniomhaiochta sa bhliain 2019.

Thainig Larchoiste Comhphairtiochta na Roinne le chéile tri
huaire sa bhliain 2019, i dTeach na Talmhaiochta sa
Chabhan agus i bPort Laoise. Bunaiodh Coiste
Comhphdirtiochta Aitidil i gCloch na Coillte agus bunaiodh
lionra riomhphoist foirne i Réigiin an Deiscirt. Thainig
ionadaithe foirne 6 Choiste Comhphairtiochta Aititil Chloch
na Coillte agus ¢ lionra Réigiin an Deiscirt le chéile le
LPCnna Roinne atd ann cheana féin, Basastun, an Cabhan,
Caislean Bhaile Sheain agus Port Laoise in aon Chruinnil
Larchoiste Comhphairtiochta amhain. Socraiodh go raibh
Saincheisteanna Cdiriochta, ag bogadh 6 chlar oibre
Chombhairle Roinne agus Tuarascalacha éna Réigiun mar
mhireanna buan ar an gclar oibre don Larchoiste
Comhphairtiochta.

Eagstlacht, Comhionannas agus lonchuimsiti

Ta tacaiocht a thabhairt ag an Roinn le fada an la d’éascu a
dhéanamh ar dheiseanna do dhaoine ata faoi mhichumas.
Ta na bunriachtanais fhostaiochta de 3% saraithe ag an
Roinn le blianta fada agus bhi leibhéal de 3.5% bainte
amach ag deireadh na bliana 2019. Thacaigh an Roinn leis
an gClar Meantdireachta Toilteanach agus Abalta (WAM)
(Cumann um Rochtain ar Ardoideachas agus Michumas)
AHEAD, a bhfuil sé mar aidhm leis rochtain ar an ait oibre a
chur chun cinn do chéimithe faoi mhichumas. Le linn na
bliana 2019, rinne an Roinn éascu ar cheithre shocrichan
meantdireachta a bhi ioctha faoin gclar WAM d’iarrthdiri ata
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cailithe go cui. Ta fostaiocht bhuan bainte amach ag go leor
d’iar-rannphairtithe WAM.

Bhi an Roinn rannphairteach ar bhonn bliantdil freisin sa La
maidir leis an Tionscnamh Scathfhoghlama, tionscadal
naisilnta atd anseo a thugann daoine ata faoi mhichumas
agus fostoiri aitiula le chéile ar feadh aon [d amhain chun
comhdheiseanna fostaiochta a chur chun cinn agus an cion
luachmhar até daoine ata faoi mhichumas in ann a chur ar
fail 6 thaobh clrsai oibre a léiriu.

Le linn na bliana 2019, d’éascaigh an Roinn tri shocrichan
oibre do dhaoine faoi oilitint ar Chlar Oibre Foghlama an
Oireachtais (OWL), clar foghlama feidhmeach, forbartha
agus soisialaithe do dhaoine 6ga faoi mhichumas
intleachtuil atd anseo. Ta mar aidhm leis an gClar tacu le
daoine na scileanna agus an mhuinin a fhorbairt chun
teacht ar fhostaiocht ioctha sa mhargadh oscailte saothair.

I rith 2019, agus mar chuid den Straitéis Comhionannais
agus Eagsulachta, rinneadh obair chun clrsa
riomhFhoghlama faoi Chomhionannas agus Eagstlacht san
Ait Oibre a fhail. San acmhainn riomhFhoghlama, a
forbraiodh go sonrach d’Earnéil Phoibli na hEireann agus
ina bhfuil cas-staidéir Eireannacha abhartha, tugtar
aghaidh ar ghnéithe éagsula den chomhionannas agus den
éagsulacht san ait oibre, lena n-airitear éagsulacht,
claontuairim neamh-chomhfhiosach, ciapadh agus
idirdheald.

lompar agus Feidhmiocht

Ta sé mar thraidisitn ag an Roinn seirbhis ata dilis agus
neamhchlaonta a chur ar fail ar mhaithe le leas na
bpairtithe leasmhara agus na tire. Sa bhliain 2019, bhi
ardchaighdedin macantachta agus meas ar fud na Roinne i
gconai. Leanadh le leithéid na n-Gdar imni a bhi ann maidir
le hiompar agus feidhmiochta a bhainistiu faoi choimirce
Chéd Smachta na Stdtseirbhise né Beartas na Stdtseirbhise
um Tearcfheidhmiocht a Bhainistid, de réir mar a bhi cui.

Gradaim na Statseirbhise

Is 6cdid bhliantuil iad Gradaim Barr Feabhais agus Nuala na
Statseirbhise (CSEl) a bunaiodh faoi Chlar Athnuachana na
Statseirbhise agus trina dtugtar aitheantas d'éachtai bhaill
foirne ar fud na Statseirbhise agus na Seirbhise Poibli.
Reachtail an Roinn imeacht do Ghradaim um Fheabhas
agus Nuail sa Statseirbhis trath ar thug an tArd-Rinai
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aitheantas don fhoireann a bhi bainteach le hoibril ar shé
cinn déag de thionscadail dhifridla. Cuireadh cdig cinn acu
seo faoi bhraid do Ghradaim CSEl, le tionschamh amhain,
“Beach Ghlas - Campas atd Neamhdhiobhdlach 6 thaobh
Pailneora (Basttin)” ainmnithe sa chatagdir do
Rannphairtiocht Fostaithe.

Bhain tionscadal eile, a cuireadh faoi bhraid do ghradaim
CSEl, “Tionscadal Feabhstchdin Inis Sionnach” dha ghradam
eile amach lasmuigh den CSEI; “Tionscadal Innealtdireachta
na Bliana 2019” agus “Gradam do Thionscnamh
Innealtdireachta an Udarais Aititil”. Don tionscadal seo, rinne
Foireann Tionscadail faoi stitir na Roinne, a bhi ag obair go
dlith le Comhairle Chontae Chorcai, maoirseacht, solathar
agus seachadadh ar an tasc casta chun fail réidh le haon
bhagairt a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ann 6 dbhair ghuaiseacha ar
iar-lathair oibreacha cruach in Inis Sionnach, i gCuan Chorcai.

Nualaiocht

Ta an nualaiocht larnach i mbeartas an Rialtais 6 thaobh
leantint leis an tSeirbhis Phoibli a fhorbairt ar mhaithe le
haghaidh a thabhairt ar dhishlain chasta agus freastal ar
ionchais na sochai. “Ceann de na tri choldn d'Ar Seirbhis
Phoibli 2020 is eas “Nuail dar dTodhchai. Rinne an Roinn dstail
ar Sheachtain Nualaiochta 6n 9 - 13 Nollaig i gcomhair le
Seachtain Nualaiochta tosaigh na Seirbhise Poibli chun athru
dearfach a spreagadh maidir leis an mbealach ina bhfuil
seirbhisi na Roinne 4 solathar. Ta riomhphost tiomanta fés ar
fail don fhoireann do mholtai maidir le smaointe nua, maidir
le bealai oibre né cur chuige ata ann cheana féin a chur in
oiridint.

Bainistiu Socmhainni

Cuireann an Rannan Sldinte agus Sabhailteachta oilidiint maidir
le slainte agus sabhailteachta ar fail chun a chinntit go bhfuil
na ceanglais reachtdla a gcomhlionadh agus bunaithe ar Anailis
ar Riachtanais Oiliina. Sa bhliain 2019, diriodh ar na cursai a
cuireadh ar fail, l[dimhsil sabhailte, garchabhair, bainistiocht
sabhailteachta dditedin agus sainoilitint do larionaid cuanta
iascaigh, do shaotharlanna agus feirmeacha chun oilitint
maidir le forcardaitheoir, roithledin scriobacha, srl., a thabhairt
san aireamh. Chuir an Rannan OiliGint londuchtdchain ar fail
freisin d’earcaithe nua. Leis an bhéim ar an mBreatimeacht sa
bhliain 2019, chuir an Rannan oilidint slainte agus
sabhailteachta ar fail do na foirne ata sannta do Chuanta Bhaile
Atha Cliath agus Ros Lair. Chuir an Rannan comhairle agus
tacaiocht ar fail freisin maidir le riachtanais slainte agus
sabhailteachta do shaoréidi ag Cuan Bhaile Atha Cliath.

Thug an Rannan Slainte agus Sabhailteachta faoi lion
iniGchtai freisin ar laithreacha agus ar ghniomhaiochtai
Roinne sa bhliain 2019. Rinneadh initchtai chun Céras
Bainistiochta Riosca Slainte agus Sabhailteachta na Roinne a
chomhlionadh. Airiodh ar thionscnaimh eile chun
bainistiochta riosca slainte agus sabhailteachta a chur chun
cinn sa Roinn: Nuachtlitir maidir le Slainte agus
Sabhailteacht, Doiciméid Beartais nua HSRMS agus
Cainteanna maidir le Follaine ag Am Ldin.

Eifeachtulacht Fuinnimh

Ta an Roinn tiomanta d'éifeachtulacht fuinnimh agus do
bhainistiti fuinnimh ata éifeachtach. Ta an Roinn ag obair i
gcombhar le priomhphairtithe leasmhara d'fhonn cuidit an
sprioc Naisilinta 33% i ndail le héifeachtacht fuinnimh ata
socraithe don Earnail Phoibli a bhaint amach faoin mbliain
2020. Ta 36.8% curtha ag an Roinn lena héifeachtilacht
fuinnimh a sharaionn an sprioc ata leagtha sios agus 12 mi le
sparail fés. Baineadh amach é sin tri bhearta isealchostais ar
nos athruithe iompraiochta inar bhfoireann tiomanta,
bainistiocht fuinnimh nios fearr ar rannain seirbhise agus
roinnt aisfheistid soilse. Taimid ag ullmhi do spriocanna 2030,
sé sin laghdu 50% in Usaid fuinnimh 6 bhonnline na bliana
2009 agus an laghdud nua de 30% ar charbdin.

Ceanglaiodh ar na Ranna Rialtais go |éir agus ar Chomhlachtai
Poibli plean gniomhaiochta maidir le héifeachtilacht
acmhainne a chur ar fail da nAiri faoi seach, maidir leis na
bearta ata 4 ndéanamh acu chun ginidint dramhaiola a
ioslaghdu agus cur an méid is fearr is féidir le hathchursail.
Cuireadh Plean Gniomhaiochta maidir le hEifeachtdlacht
Acmhainne 2019-2021 na Roinne faoi bhraid agus foilsiodh an
plean mi Mean Fémhair 2019.

Bunaigh an Rannan Coiriochta agus Seirbhisi, Foirne Glasa i
ngach Priomhoifig Réigiiinach, chun an fhoireann a
lanphairtit i mbearta éifeachtilachta fuinnimh agus
acmhainne. Cuimsionn na Foirne Glasa, ionadaithe deonacha
6n mbainistiocht agus 6n fhoireann.

Bhi an Fhoireann Fuinnimh pairteach in Qilitint agus i
gceardlanna MAP Fuinneamh an SEAI d'fhonn cleachtais
bainistithe fuinninmh a fheabhsl agus deiseanna i ndail le
hoibreacha ar scala nios mé a aithint. Ta an fhoireann ag
obair go dlath leis an OPW, lucht dsaidte ardfuinnimh laistigh
den Roinn agus le comhlachtai faoi choimirce na Roinne
d'fhonn dea-chleachtais bainistithe fuinnimh a bhunt ar fud
an ghrdpa agus éifeachtulacht fuinnimh a mhéadu.
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Rannan na Seirbhisi

Ta an Rannan Seirbhisi tiomanta an caighdean is airde
coiriochta a chur ar fail don fhoireann go léir i gcomhair leis
an OPW. Cinntionn uasdatd leantnach proisis solathair go
bhfuil luach a fhail ar airgead ar fud raon seirbhisi, lena n-
airitear, glanadh ar chonradh, bainistiocht dramhaiola,
slandail, taifid agus réimsi eile.

Cruthaigh an Breatimeacht dushlain shuntasach agus ta
Grapa Oibre Inmheanach um Bonneagar Breatimeachta a
stiiradh ag an Rannan a bhi larnach 6 thaobh Bonneagar
Breatimeachta a sheachadadh ar fud tri lathair ar sheacht
suiombh dhifridil. Bhi tri spriocdhata difritla ann sa bhliain
2019 le Bonneagar Breatimeachta a sheachadadh, agus
chruthaigh gach ceann acu sin a gcuid dashlain féin.

Déanann an Rannan bainistit ar phunann maoine na
Roinne, ata déanta suas de sé cinn de phriomhoifigi, 16 oifig
réigitinach, ceithre BCPanna, oifigi eile clige, saotharlanna
agus staisitin allamuigh le buiséad de thart ar €10 millidn ar
bhonn bliantuil do chostais ghaolmhara. Ta an Rannan
freagrach as iocaiochtai seirbhisi gaolmhara leis na
laithreacha seo. Déanann an Rannan monatoireacht agus
tuairiscil ar Usaid fuinnimh na Roinne don SEAI.

Ta foireann an Ranndin lonnaithe:

B | mBaile Atha Cliath le freagracht as an Teach
Talmhaiochta, Foirgneamh Riarachain Bhacastin, oifigi
eile i gcathair Bhaile Atha Cliath agus saordidi cigireachta
stait ag Cuan Bhaile Atha Cliath, Cuan Ros Léir agus
Aerfort Bhaile Atha Cliath.

B | bPort Laoise le freagracht as 4 oifig ceanncheathri, 16
oifig réigilinach, na hoifige eile clige go léir agus 8
saotharlann agus staisitin allamuigh, agus saoraidi
cigireachta stait ag Calafoirt Chorcaigh agus Ros Lair
agus Aerfoirt Chorcai agus na Sionainne.

B Ta na hOifigi Réigiunacha lonnaithe sa Chabhan,
Corcaigh, Cloch na Coillte, Rath Bhoth, Gaillimh/Baile
Atha an Ri, Tra Li, an Nas, Droim Seanbhd, Luimneach,
Caislean an Bharraigh, an Uaimh, Tulach Mhér, Ros
Comain, Tiobraid Arann, Port Lairge agus Inis Cérthaidh.

Sabhailteacht Feirme 2019

Is saincheist rithabhachtach is ea sabhailteacht ar an fheirm
ata i ndan don fheirmeoireacht sa la ata inniu ann.
Taispeanann staitistici go bhfuil timpisti ar fheirmeacha mar
chtis le os cionn 40% de na basanna go léir san it oibre, ata

i bhfad nios airde na aon earnail eile, arbh ionann é agus 6%
den fhorsa saothair agus sin amhain. Tharla 208 timpiste
inar maraiodh daoine ar fheirmeacha idir 2010 agus 2019. In
2019, tharla 18 thimpiste ar fheirmeacha inar maraiodh
daoine agus ba fheirmeoiri a bhi 65 bliana d'aois n6 nios
sine a bhain 12 de na timpisti sin.

Cé gurb éan tUdar3s Slainte agus Sabhailteachta (HSA) an
eagraiocht ar a bhfuil freagracht phriomhuil as slainte agus
sabhailteacht ag an obair a chinntid, ta céimeanna glactha
ag an Roinn le blianta beaga anuas, i gcomhar le roinnt
eagraiochtai Stait agus tionscail eile, chun cur leis an
bhfeasacht ar an bhfadhb agus chun oideachas a thabhairt
d’fheirmeoiri agus da dteaghlaigh faoin gcontdirt a
bhaineann le bheith ag obair sa tionscal sin.

Trid an gCiste um Spreagadh Taighde ta an Roinn ag maoinid
tionscadal taighde maidir le sabhailteacht ar an fheirm, dar
teideal: “BESAFE - lompraiochtai d’Fheirmeoireacht Nios
Séabhailte: Ta slainte agus sabhailteacht feirmeoiri mar
dhdshlan suntasach d’inbhuanaitheacht séisialta
talmhaiochta na hEireann”. Cé go bhfuil titim tagtha ar ratai
basanna i dtionscail eile le 20 bliain anuas, ta na ratai sa
talmhaiocht ard i gcdnai. Ni hionann feirmeoireacht agus
poist eile. Go coitianta oibrionn feirmeoiri leo féin ar feadh
tréimhsi fada ama. Déanann siad a gcuid maoirseachta féin
ar chleachtais oibre agus iompair. Ta go leor tascanna i
gceist le feirmeoireacht a bhfuil tosca seachtracha in ann
tionchar a bheith acu orthu, m.sh. an aimsir. Ag togail san
aireamh saintréithe uathdla na feirmeoireachta, ta ga le cur
chuige a chur in oiritint lena ndéantar iarracht sabhailteacht
a fheabhsu. Ta sé mar aidhm leis an tionscadal BeSafe
forbairt a dhéanamh air agus tacaiocht a thabhairt don chur
chuige seo, ag cur athrd buan i bhfeidhm ar an mbealach sin.

Ina theannta sin, ta gné éigeantach Slainte agus
Sabhailteachta san direamh sa Chlar Aistrithe Eolais faoin
gClar Forbartha Tuaithe 2014-2020. Déanann na grdpai sin
caidreamh direach le rannphairtithe ar feirmeoiri iad ar
cheist thabhachtach na sabhailteachta feirme.
Chomhlanaigh gach duine de thart ar 18,000 feirmeoir cuid
maidir le slainte agus sabhailteacht feirme sa Phlean
Feabhsaithe Feirme duine le duine a thug siad chun criche
lena n-éascaitheoir faofa, do gach tri bliain den Chlar.
Cuireann sin leis na diospédireachtai ar Shlainte agus
Séabhailteacht i gcruinnithe Bhliain a hAon a raibh ar gach
ceann den tuairim is 1,100 Grpa um Aistrit Eolais a
reachtail.
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Forbairti Ollmhora ICT in 2019

Braitheann an Roinn go hollmhér ar theicneolaiochta
na faisnéise agus na cumarsaide (TFC) chun a
scéimeanna agus a seirbhisi a sheachadadh. Airiodh ar
na forbairti ollmhéra ICT in 2019 iad seo a leanas:

Bonneagar TF

Cuireann an Roinn tacaiocht bonneagair TFC iomlan ar
fail d’fhoireann uile na Roinne, lena n-airitear
riomhphost, Comhroinnt Comhad Sonrai (DFS),
tacaiocht lionra, teileafonaiocht (lena n-airitear
teileafénaiocht mhéibileach), cian rochtain, éstail
laithrean gréasain, tacaiocht freastalai, bogearrai
tairgitlachta deisce, rochtain ar an idirlion agus frith-
viris. Baineann si Usaid fhairsing freisin as
teicneolaiochtai stérala sonrai agus as fiordlu.

Cibearshlandail

Mar fhreagra ar an ardi domhanda ar an mbagairt 6
bhogearrai mailiseacha agus haiceail riomhairi, ta
foireann ag an Roinn ata tiomanta don
chibearshlandail agus Usaid a bhaint as sainuirlisi, le
rochtain chuig an NCSC agus saineolaithe seachtracha
eile mas ga.

Seirbhisi Comhroinnte TFC

| gcomhréir le Straitéis TFC na Seirbhise Poibli, lean an
Roinn ar aghaidh de sheirbhisi comhroinnte
bhonneagar TFC a sholathar i rith 2019, ina measc:

An Roinn Cumarsaide, Gniomhaithe ar son na hAerdide
agus Comhshaoil (DCCAE): Cuirtear tacaiocht
bhonneagar TFC iomlan ar fail sa DCCAE, lena n-airitear
laithredin ghréasain éagsula de chuid an DCCAE agus
GSl a dstail.

Roinn an Taoisigh (DoT): Lean an Roinn seo de
thacaiocht gréasain a chur ar fail do Roinn an Taoisigh.
Déantar an chuid is mé de sheirbhisi Teileaf6in i DoT a
chur ar fail chomh maith tri chéras teileaféin -
Phrétacal Idirlin Guthaithe (VolP) - arna dstéil ag an
Roinn agus ata a bhainistit go hinmheanach ag
foireann ICT na Roinne seo.

Seirbhis Chomhroinnte Parolla (An Roinn Caiteachais
Phoibli agus Athchdirithe): Cuireann an Roinn seo

tacaiocht leantnach, lena n-airitear cothabhail agus
slandail freastalaithe ar fail do shaoraid pharolla
l[arnach an Rialtais a cuireadh i bhfeidhm in 2014. Faoi
dheireadh na bliana 2019, ba thrid an gcéras sin a
iocadh tuairim is 130,000 statseirbhiseach reatha agus
iar-statseirbhiseach.

Cuireann an Roinn seirbhisi teileaféin ar fail don Roinn
Sldinte tri chéras teileafdin - Phrétacal Idirlin Guthaithe
(VoIP) - arna éstail ag an Roinn agus ata a bhainistit go
hinmheanach ag foireann ICT na Roinne seo.

Cuirtear seirbhisi comhroinnte ar fail do Chomhlachtai
Staturraithe Neamhthrachtala (NCSSB) na Roinne ar
leibhéil éagsula, amhail:

B Tacaiochtiomlan lionra, DFS, riomhphoist agus TFC
don Udaras Cosanta lascaigh Mhara (SFPA) agus
forbairt bogearrai a sholathar agus cothabhail ar
chérais bhogearrai gabhala agus cigireachta.

B lonad Sonrai chun Teagasc a dstail.

Tacaiocht Seirbhisi Saotharlainne

Ag teacht le Forbairt Straitéiseach Shaotharlanna na
Roinne Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara (2019-2028), ta tus
le cur le hobair le Céras um Bainistit Faisnéise
Saotharlainne (LIMS) nua-aimseartha a dhaingnit agus
a chur i bhfeidhm thar ceann na Seirbhisi
Saotharlainne.

Scéimeanna focaiochta

Lean an Roinn ar aghaidh de na cérais TE dar gcuid a
thacaionn lenar scéimeanna éagsula a chothabhail
agus a fheabhsu le linn 2019 mar seo a leanas:

B Scéim na hiocaiochta Bunusai (BPS)

B An Scéim Ghlas do Thimpeallacht na
Talmhaiochta ar Bheagan Carbdin (GLAS)
Limistéir faoi Shrianta Nadurtha (ANC)
Scéimeanna Spriocdhirithe um Nuachdirit
Talmhaiochta (TAMS 11)

Scéimeanna um Aistril Eolais (KT)

An Clar Géandmaiochta agus Sonrai Mairteola
(BDGP)

An Scéim Feirmeoireachta Organai (OFS)
Scéim Leasa na gCaorach (SWS)

An Scéim d’Fheirmeoiri Oga (YFS)

Cdnambh Préitéine
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An Beart Ciinaimh Eisceachtuil Mairteola (BEAM)
Scéimeanna De Minimis

Cliteamh BVD (mairteoil)

Cliteamh BVD (déiriocht)

BEEP

An Beart Tacaiochta d’lompar Fodair

An Beart Fodair d’Fheirmeoiri Curaiochta 2018
An Scéim Eallach Folaiochta Chiarrai

An Féirdheontas um Chlibeanna EID Caorach
Aistriti Faisnéise Foraoise

Deontas Feirmeoireacht i gComhar

Clinamh CPR Marglainne

Cuireadh na hiarratais go léir maidir leis Scéim na
hiocaiochta Bunusai (BPS) faoi bhraid sa bhliain 2019
agus Usaid a bhaint as an gcdras ar line ata éigeantach
anois. Fuarthas thart ar 129,000 iarratas faoin data
deiridh den 15 Bealtaine 2019.

Cuireadh tuilleadh feabhais ar shaoraidi ar line chun
cuidil le feirmeoiri lena dteidliochta BPS a thradail,
21,140 iarratas aistrithe (100% ar line) 4 bhfail faoin
déta deiridh den 15 Bealtaine 2019. Airiodh anseo an
tsaoraid d’achomhairc ar line don Chdlchiste
Ndisitinta/Scéim na bhFeirmeoiri Oga & seachadadh i
Raithe 3.

Baineadh Usdid as saordidi ar line, rud a chuir ar
chumas Eascaitheoiri Aistrithe Teidliochtai cabhrt le
feirmeoiri a dteidliochtai BPS a thradail. Fuarthas
21,647 iarratas ar aistrit (100% ar line) faoin data
deiridh, an 15 Bealtaine 2019.

Rinneadh athdhearadh bunusach ar chéras iocaiochta
Scéim na Limistéar faoi Shrianta Nadurtha (ANC) a
sheachadadh sa bhliain 2019 chun freastal ar thalamh
inchailithe ata rangaithe as an nua faoi thionscadal
athdheartha ANC. Airitear focaiocht nua
Céimlaghdaitheach ansin. Cuireadh na hiarratais go
léir don ANC faoi bhraid ar line sa bhliain 2019 tri
iarratais BPS feirmeoiri. Sa bhreis ar athruithe ar
Rialachdin AE, rinneadh leasu ar iocaiochtai faoin
scéim ANC lena chur ar fail in dha ghala feasta. Eisiodh
85% de réamhiocaiochtai an 18 Mean Fémbhair agus
eisiodh iocaiocht chomhardaithe 15% ag tis mhi na
Nollag. focadh beagnach €238 milliin ar an iomlan le
95k feirmeoir faoi Scéim ANC 2019 tri chothromu a
dhéanambh ariocaiocht i mi na Nollag.

Rinneadh forbairt le linn na bliana ar fheidhmidlacht
scéimeanna nua TAMS ionas go bhféadfai iarratais a
dhéanambh le haghaidh infheistiocht painéil ghréine.

Rinneadh feidhmiulacht a sheachadadh chun tacaiocht
a thabhairt do scéim nua Beart Clinaimh Eisceachtuil
Bélachta (BEAM). Rinneadh 100% d’iarratais na scéime
ar line agus eisiodh iocaiochtai de réir sceidil i mi na
Nollag 2019.

Fograiodh deontais fuinnimh nua faoi TAMS go luath in
2019 agus leathnaiodh ciinamh deontais le haghaidh
PV gréine chuig gach earnail agus éileofar gur soilse
LED a bheidh sa soilsit uile arna mhaoinid faoin scéim.

Fograiodh an Scéim Infheistiochta Laonna i mi na
Nollag 2019, tacaionn an scéim seo le hinfheistiochtai
do shaoraidi tégéla agus leasa laonna. Osclaiodh an
scéim i mi Eandir 2020 agus fuarthas 2,400 iarratas
faoin scéim. T4 maoinil de €4 mhillidn curtha ar fail.

Scéim na hiocaiochta Buntisai (BPS) agus
Limistéir faoi Shrianta Nadurtha (ANC)

Tar éis leathadh amach iomlan na n-iarratas ar line sa
bhliain 2018, rinneadh na hiarratais go léir do na
scéimeanna ANC agus BPS ar line sa bhliain 2019.

Scéimeanna um Aistriu Eolais (KT)

Is scéim i an Scéim KT ata go hiomlan ar line agus
forbraiodh tri chéras ar line chun an scéim arriar. Is iad
sin, céras ar line tiomnaithe chun sceidealt a
dhéanamh agus an freastal ar chruinnithe agus ar
dcdidi naisiunta a thuairiscit, chomh maith le dha
choéras ar line saincheaptha don Phlean Forbartha
Feirme a mbaineann comhairleoiri Gsdid as agus do na
Bearta um Shlainte Ainmhithe a mbaineann tréidlianna
Usaid as. Eisiodh os cionn 20,500 focaiocht do
rannphairtithe ar leithligh in 2019 i ndail leis an scéim.

Scéim Leasa na gCaorach (SWS)

Osclaiodh Bliain 3 den Scéim um Leas Caorach i Mi
Feabhra 2019. Cuireadh tus le réamhiocaiochtai faoi
Bhliain 3 den scéim i mi na Samhna 2019 agus iocadh
€14.91 mhillidn ar 18,489 iarrataséir.
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Atogail an Chorais Aitheanta Daileachtai
Talun (LPIS)

Is bunachar sonrai spasuil na Roinne é an Coras
Aitheanta Déileachtai Talin (LPIS). Ta breisis 1.1
milliin polagan/daileacht a léirionn na gabhdltais ata
ag breis is 130,000 feirmeoir ann. Cruthaiodh an céras
tri bhithin mapai paipéir a dhigitii den chéad uair agus
tugadh chun criche € 1995 don scéim bhunaidh um
chinamh limistéir. Ta na daileachtai sin & dtabhairt
cothrom le data agus 4 leasl go leandnach 6 shin i
leith. Leis an gcdras LPIS reatha, éascaitear
d’iocaiochtai le feirmeoiri faoi raon scéimeanna a riar.
Ta an bonneagar TF agus an bunachar sonrai bunusach
ag éiri as data, afach, agus is ga iad a thabhairt cothrom
le data.

An cuspdir atd leis an tionscadal atégala LPIS, LPIS nua
a fhorbairt a bheidh cothrom le data, comhoiritinach
leis na teicneolaiochtai is fearr ata ar fail, feidhmidil go
hiomlan agus ag cloi le riachtanais rialala. Beidh an
coras nua ar an gcaighdean riachtanach i gcomhair
solathar éifeachtach scéimeanna AE nua amach anseo
agus cuirfidh ardan den scoth ar fil chun breisluach a
chur le cainéil seachadta na Roinne.

Mar chuid den tionscadal Atégala LPIS, aistreofar
sonrai LPIS reatha chuig bunachar sonrai spasuil
Suirbhéireacht Ordanais Eireann (OSi) dar teideal
‘Prime 2’. Seoladh Prime 2in 2015, agus is € an
bunachar sonrai is Udarasai agus is cothroime le data 6
thaobh faisnéis spasdil in Eirinn. Is é an caighdean
mapala naisiiinta é a thugann deis nithe geografacha,
ambhail daileachtai taldn, foirgnimh, béithre, etc., a
shainaithint go uathuil agus tagairt a dhéanamh déibh.
Is bunachar sonrai digiteach gan uaim don tir uile é an
bunachar sonrai Prime 2.

Ta an chéim is déanai den nuachdiril sin ar bun faoi
lathair agus tiocfaidh an LPIS i bhfeidhm i gcomhair
chontae amhain go luath in 2019. Tathar ag suil go
dtiocfaidh sé i bhfeidhm & thaobh an chuid eile den tir
ar bhonn céimnithe agus go n-aistreofar gach contae
faoi 2021.

Chomh maith leis an tionscadal Atégala LPIS, faightear
fomhanna nua LPIS ar bhonn bliantuil agus, de réir
rialachan AE, déantar iad a athbhreithnit chun aon
ghnéithe nach féidir a dhéanamh amach sna
déileachtai LPIS a shainaithint.

Talamh

Is bunachar sonrai spasuil na Roinne é an Céras
Aitheanta Daileachtai Talun (LPIS). Gach bliain, focann
an Roinn tuairim is €1.7 billitn le feirmeoiri na hEireann
bunaithe ar na sonrai ata sa LPIS. Ta breis is 1.3 millidn
polagan/daileacht a léirionn na gabhaltais ata ag breis
is 130,000 feirmeoir ann. Bunaiodh an cdras seo leis an
teicneolaiocht a bhi ann ag an am agus té roinnt
IniGchtai AE déanta air 6 shin. Sa bhliain 2019, mar
chuid den tionscadal leis na cérais LPIS a atogail go
hiomlan, thug an Roinn proiseas athbhreithnithe agus
uasdataithe chun criche ar na sonrai LPIS ata ann
cheana féin chun cruinneas suimh a fheabhsu agus
sonrai na Roinne a thabhairt i gcomhréir le sonrai
Prime 2 Shuirbhéireacht Ordanais Eireann (OSI) i
gContae LU. Baineadh Usaid as sonrai nua LPIS chun
iarratais BPS Chontae LU don bhliain 2019 a fheidhmid
agus a phroiseail. Rinneadh an feidhmchlar GIS croilair,
a dhéanann cothabhail ar shonrai LPIS, a atdgail agus
ta feidhmchlar nua a bhaineann Gsaid as
teicneolaiochtai ata nios nua-aimseartha tagtha ina ait.
Mar chuid den fhorbairt rinneadh feidhmchlar
sreabhadh oibre nua a fhorbairt a thiocfaidh in ait an
fheidhmchlair ata nios sine. Cuireadh tus le
hathbhreithnit agus uasdati a dhéanamh ar nios mé
contaetha i Raithe 4 den bhliain 2019.

Leanadh le forbairt a dhéanamh freisin ar
Ghnéathchéras Bainistithe Talin (GLAM) a chumasaionn
pleananna bainistithe taltn a thaifeadadh agus bhain
roinnt tionscadail Agrai-EIP Usaid as an gcoras.

Foraoiseacht

Tugann an coras iFORIS feidhmidlacht chun na
hiarratais uile ar chinamh deontais don fhoraoiseacht
a phraiseail. In 2019, airiodh ar an obair forbartha: -

Prdisis iarratais ar line d’éilimh Fhoirm 1 agus Fhoirm 2.
Feidhmiulacht chun freastal ar Scéimeanna um
Athbhreithnil Meantéarma lena n-airitear Feabhsu
Coillearnai, Fala Fianna agus Falu Giorriacha.

Rinneadh least 6 bhonn agus tugadh an Nés Imeachta
maidir le Measunu Oiriinaithe ceadanna cothrom le
data.
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Cigireachtai

Is cdras gno roinnte é an céras Inilchta agus Tastéla
Talmhaiochta Allamuigh (AFIT) lena féidir iontrail
sonrai i ndail le cigireachtai agus aon airimh piondis
bhainteacha a leithdhaileadh, a sceideall agus a lorg
ar bhealach comhordaithe. Ta an céras ar fail ar fud na
tire agus faoi lthair freastalaionn sé ar os cionn 120
cinedl éagslil iniGichta, lena n-diritear leas ainmhithe,
scéimeanna, ante-mortem i monarchana agus initchtai
slainte ar aitreabh tréidliachta. Forbraiodh
feidhmidlacht bhreise d'fhonn na préisis paipéir
allamuigh a laghdd tuilleadh agus ina mbaintear Usaid
as riomhairi glline. Thainig ardd ar an Gsaid a
baineadh as gléasrai GPS chun tomhais nios cruinne
daileachtai taldn a chinntid.

Aithint & Gluaiseacht Ainmhithe (AIM)

Tacaionn an céras maidir le hainmhithe a aithint le
bainistii a dhéanamh ar an tréad naisilinta agus
baintear Usaid as le hainmhithe a chlard agus le
gluaiseacht ainmnithe a riand d’eallach, caoirigh, muca
agus gabhair. Cuireann an céras seo cinnteacht maidir
le hinrianaitheacht ainmhithe ar fail mar chuid den
slabhra solathar bia foriomlan.

An Coras Faisnéise Comhthaite um lascaigh
(IF1S)

Is é IFIS an priomhchdras riomhaireachta a thacaionn
le bainistid agus le riall gniomhaiochtai iascaireachta
mara agus le cur i bhfeidhm an Chomhbheartais
lascaigh (CFP). Airitear ann roinnt céras gaolmhar eile
lena n-airitear an Cdras Taifeadta Leictreonach (ERS),
coras ar an soitheach (ieCatch), Modul Cigiri (ielnspect)
agus tairseach do chustaiméiri (fishingnet.ie).

Mar chuid de shocruithe nua CFP, t& an clar um An Ciste
Eorpach Muiri agus lascaigh (EMFF) aontaithe agus
beidh sé i bhfeidhm ar feadh an chuid eile de thréimhse
an CFP atd i bhfeidhm faoi lathair go dti 2020. Airitear
faoin gclar seo forbairt shuntasach ar chérais
riomhaireachta ata curtha i bhfeidhm i rith na tréimhse
sin chun tacu le faireachan, rialt agus bainistit a
dhéanamh ar ghniomhaiochtai iascaireachta mara.

Le linn na bliana 2019, thug an Roinn ardan
teicneolaiochta nua isteach mar chuid den chlar

nuachdirithe teicneolaiochta chun tacd le préisis gné
feabhsaithe a thabhairt isteach don tionscal agus don
Roinn amach anseo.

Airfodh ar na priomhsheirbhisi nua a cuireadh i
bhfeidhm in 2019-

B Leis an gCoras Cothromaithe Cudtai, éascaitear do
leithdhailte cudtai amach anseo a choigeartd chun
dulingleic le cdsanna ina mbeidh an cudta
leithdhailte saraithe ag bad.

Feabhsuchain céras cothromaithe an Chuédta
d’lascaigh Peiligeach.
Céras cothromaithe don chudta éisc ghrinnill

B Tus a chur le tairseach do chustaiméiri le seirbhisi ar
line a sholathar d’lascairi

B Nuashonruithe ar an bhformaid theicnidil don
aistrid eolais de réir mar a éilitear faoin Rialachan
AE.

Tabhairt isteach céras chun anailis cros-seiceala agus
fioraithe sonrai tri algartaim agus meicniochtai
riomhairithe uathdil ar dhearbhuithe iascaigh mhara
don Udaras um Chosaint lascaigh Mhara.

Na priomhfheidhmeanna lascaigh Mhara a
préisealadh san IFIS sa bhliain 2019

Idirbheart/Gniomhaiocht An tlomlan a

lascaigh Mhara Préisealadh
Suiomhanna Baid 4,900,000
Nétai maidir le Diolachén Eisc 143,065
Bileoga loga 34,642
Tuarascalacha maidir le Gniomhaireacht 114,081
ascaigh

Deimhnithe maidir le tabhairt i dtir éisc 10,386
Mionsonrai maidir leis an Fhlit (don AE) 564
Cigireachtaf 2,630
Cuétaf Eisc a Bainistiodh 193,606 tonna
Udaréis/Leasuithe lascaigh a Eisiodh 997

Fograi maidir le hlascaigh a Bhainistit 60

a Eisiodh

Litreacha maidir le Tairiscint Ceadtnais 256

a eisiodh

Ceadunais Nua a Eisiodh 248
Ceadunais Neamh-Oibrithe a Eisiodh 183
Athnuachainti Ceadinais a Eisiodh 2,853
Ceadunu Baid Traidisiinta lascaigh Pota 245
Ceadunu don Sciar Peiligeach RSW 23
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An Coras Bainistithe Airgeadais- SAP

Ta Céras Bainistithe Airgeadais SAP na Roinne
rithabhachtach lena chinntiti go gcoimeadann an
Roinn a stadas mar Ghniomhaireacht Chreididinaithe
locaiochta AE. Airitear ar na priomhfheabhsuichain ar
an gcdras nua agus na feabhsdchain ar an gcoras gné a
cuireadh i bhfeidhm in 2019 -

B Bainistit Bailitchain: Tuilleadh mionleasaithe
curtha le ginitint liosta oibre, gealltanas iocaiochta
agus gnéithe tuairiscithe staitistitla

B Rogha maidir le haschur gan phaipéar: 10,000
feirmeoir eile cumasaithe do réiteach Duillin
iocaiochta gan phaipéar agus fail réidh ar an
mbealach sin le haschur paipéar

B Tuairiscit Airgeadais: Feidhmiulacht bhreise san
aireamh sa réiteach tuairiscithe chun cuntas an
Chiste um Larionad Chuanta lascaigh a thabhairt le
chéile

B Seirbhisi Baincéireachta: Tugadh an t-aistridi anonn
chuig solathrdir nua seirbhisi baincéireachta chun
criche go rathdil

B Ceannach: Rialuithe leasaithe maidir le ceannach
tugtha isteach, agus gné nua tuairiscithe curtha leis
Slandail Faisnéis 1S027001 & GDPR: Rochtain
rialaithe curtha i bhfeidhm chun doiciméid
airgeadais ata 7 mbliana né nios sine a ghlanadh.

B Uasghradu teicnidil: An Céras Bainistithe um
Réiteach SAP uasghradaithe chuig leagan 7.2

Le linn 2019, préisealadh breis is millitin iocaiocht le
feirmeoiri/dioltdiri trid an gcoras SAP. Cruthaiodh os
cionn 30,000 ord( ceannaigh i gcomhair earrai/seirbhisi
faighte agus eisiodh thart ar 35,000 sonrasc diola i
gcomhair seirbhisi a cuireadh ar fail.

Leanann Usaid feidhmchlar Féinseirbhise Airgeadais
(FSS), a thugann deis don fheirmeoir/dioltdir le
féachaint ar fhaisnéis chuntasaiochta ar line agus
Raiteas/Duillin locaiochta a phriontail, ag ardu le breis
is 60,000 feirmeoir/dioltdir tar éis feidhmchlar an FSS a
rochtain faoi dheireadh na bliana 2019.

Promoisin/Seirbhisi Ar Line

Rinneadh roinnt gniomhaiochtai promaisin in 2019
chun aird a tharraingt ar bhuntaisti thairseach seirbhisi
ar line na Roinne, www.agfood.ie., agus leanadh leis an
méadu ar an lion feirmeoiri a chlaraigh chun seirbhisi
ar line a Usaid. Ag deireadh na bliana, bhi tuairim is
124,947 feirmeoir claraithe do sheirbhisi agfood cibé ar
chlaraigh siad iad féin n6 ar claraiodh iad trina
ngniomhairi, agus b'ionann sin agus breis is 98% de na
feirmeoiri ar fad (127,023 iarrataséir BPS 2019).

Teachtaireachtai SMS -Is bealach at4 éifeachtach agus
éifeachtulach 6 thaobh costais de é an SMS d'fhonn
feirmeoiri agus cliaint eile a chur ar an eolas maidir le
habhair spéise lena n-airitear datai deiridh scéimeanna
éagsula, datai iocaiochtali, etc. Seoladh 1,782,754
Teachtaireacht Téacs chuig feirmeoiri agus chuig
custaiméiri eile in 2019 maidir le réimse leathan abhar.

Ambhail dheireadh 2019, bhi a n-uimhir theileaféin
mhdibileacha tugtha ag 140,000 cliant (lena n-airitear
Feirmeoiri) don Roinn agus bhi cead tugtha acu na
huimhreacha sin a Usaid le haghaidh teachtaireachtai
agus folairimh én Roinn.

SMS Trasghniomhaiochta D'éirigh leis an dis seo, a
éascaionn ceangal leictreonach-bhunaithe a
dhéanambh idir feirmeoiri agus a gcuid gniomhairi
maidir le scéimeanna éagsula ar né agfood.ie agus SMS
idirghniomhach, nasc a dhéanambh idir 20,554 feirmeoir
agus gniomhaire agus idir feirmeoiri agus pairtnéiri trid
an modh seo in 2019, rud a shabhail am agus anré
riarachain ar fheirmeoiri, gniomhairi agus an Roinn.
Eisiodh 153,395 bhfdégra chuig Custaiméiri, ina measc
fograi maidir le BPS agus freagrai ar fhiosrdichain faoi
Chlibeanna AlIM, etc.

Gréasain na Roinne

Le linn 2019, rinneadh tuilleadh feabhais do laithredn
gréasain na Roinne www.agriculture.gov.ieagus ar
roinnt fholaithrean bainteach eile chun feabhas a chur
ar Usaideacht na laithrean sin do léitheoiri agus do
chuairteoiri. Airiodh anseo leathanach baile priomha
laithredin gréasain agus leathanach Breatimeachta a
athdhearadh chun rochtain a shimpliti chun faisnéis a
iompar ar an laithrean.
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Cuireadh inneall cuardaigh nua i bhfeidhm ar fud an iliomad
laithrean ghréasdin a chuireann torthai cuardaigh ata cruinn
ar fail d’Usaideoiri.

Rinneadh feabhslchain theicnidla ar roinnt fo-laithreain chun
an Usaid is fearr is féidir a bhaint astu chun féachaint ar
ghléas maibileach chun rochtain ar fhaisnéis atd ar fail a
fheabhsu. Rinneadh least ar phairteanna éagsula an
phiomhlaithreain gréasain chun eagru faisnéise ar an
laithrean gréasain a fheabhsu agus é a dhéanamh inrochtana
go héasca.

Seoladh laithrean gréasain nua www.marketaccess.ie chun
cabhri le honnmhaireoiri tri bhithin liosta a thabhairt de na
riachtanais rochtana margaidh éagstla nach mér a
chomhlionadh chun earrai a onnmhairit go rathuil chuig
tiortha airithe.

Tacaiocht do Chorais Bheaga

Chombh maith le cérais leibhéal corparaide nios mo, cuireann
an Roinn go leor cérais ata nios G (90+) a thacaionn le
feidhmeanna gno tabhachtacha ar fail ar fud go leor de
rannain na Roinne agus cinntionn an tionscnamh laraithe seo
tacaiocht iomlan saolré ICT do na cérais seo.

Airitear ar shamplai d’fheidhmeanna gné a fhaigheann
tacaiocht:

Praghsanna Mairteola (Conablach agus Beo), Niotrait, Cogais
Tréidliachta, Pratai Sil, Margaiocht Glasrai/Slainte Plandai,
Lotnaidicidi/Bithicid, Comhdhile Abhar Beathtchain, Céras
um Ainmhithe Tite, Cdras Bainistithe Riosca, Achomhairc
Talmhaiochta/Foraoiseachta, Uainchlar do Chigiri
Tréidliachta ag Monarchana Feola, Feidhmeanna
Combhoibrithe maidir le Gné (Lotus Notes), Nascacht Idir-
chérais (BizTalk); agus tacaiocht d’uasghradd Windows 10 ar
fud raon cérais agus teicneolaiochtai chun leaninachas a
chinntid.

Anailisiocht Sonrai

Aithnitear sa Raiteas Straitéise Bainistiochta Faisnéise agus
Teicneolaiochta 2017 - 2020, go bhfuil sonrai mar
phriomhshdcmhainn na Roinne, gur cheart leas a bhaint as a
luach, gan slandail na ionracas a chur i gcontuirt, chun anailis
agus cinnteoireacht sa Roinn ina hiomlaine a fheabhsu agus
tacaiocht a thabhairt d6ibh. Bunaiodh Aonad Anailisiochta
Sonrai sa bhliain 2017 chun ardan a sholathar d’anailisithe
sonrai agus d’Usaideoiri gné chun oibril le chéile chun
mdnlai gné a chrutht agus chuirfeadh torthai

inghniomhaithe ar fail agus a d’fhéadfadh cuidid le
cinnteoireacht agus le déanamh beartais san earnail
Agraibhia.

Sa bhliain 2019, rinneadh leathnd ar an aonad seo agus
tugadh faoi lion cleachtas munlaithe i réimsi Slainte agus
Leas Ainmhithe, Eacnamaiocht agus Pleandil, an
Timpeallacht agus an Breatimeacht.

Corais Breatimeachta

Bunaiodh foireann Forbartha Tionscadal Breatimeachta IMT i
ndeireadh na bliana 2018 chun sainmhinil a thabhairt ar na
riachtanais agus corais teicneolaiochta agus faisnéise cui a
chur i bhfeidhm chun tac leis an Roinn agus i ag tabhairt faoi
lion méadaithe cigireachta rialaithe Slaintiochta agus
Fiteashlaintiochta a bhfuiltear ag suil leo ag teorainneacha
AE/Tril Tir sa chas go n-imionn an Riocht Aontaithe as an AE.

Sa bhliain 2019, rinneadh dha Chéras IMT, Céras Fogartha do
Chigireacht Allmhairithe (INIS) agus Cdras Deimhnithe
Onnmhairithe (ECS), a fhorbairt go tapa agus suitealadh
trealamh agus nascacht lionra ag roinnt laithreacha ag Cuan
Bhaile Atha Cliath don data tosaigh den 29 Mérta, trath a
bhfagann an Riocht Aontaithe an AE.

Rinneadh tuilleadh beachtaithe agus cuireadh tuilleadh
feabhais ar na cérais seo ar feadh na bliana 2019 de réir mar a
ceadaiodh sinti agus suitedladh nascacht freisin i gCuan Ros
Lair.

Leanfar le hobair sa bhliain 2020 le tuilleadh feabhais a chur
ar na corais seo chun freastal ar riachtanais nuair a thagann
deireadh leis an idirthréimhse tar éis an Bhreatimeachta
chomh maith le feidhmiulacht a sholathar is féidir a Gsaid
chun tacu le hallmhairithe agus onnmbhairithe 6 30 tiortha.

Bunaiodh an Oifig Bainistithe Clar Fiontair (EPMO) in
Earrach 2018. An rdl at3 aici, tact le Ranndin Ghnd
inmheanacha a gClair agus a dTionscadail a chur in oiridint
do Chuspdiri Straitéiseacha, Tosaiochtai agus proisis
Phleanéla Gné na Roinne.

Ta an EPMO ag tacu leis an gClar Saotharlann, leis an gClar
Sabhailteachta Bia agus Barantdlachta agus le tuairim is 10
dtionscadal aonair as Rannain éagsula ar fud na Roinne.
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Dualgas na hEarnala Poibli

Faoin Acht f4 Choimisitin na hEireann um Chearta an Duine
agus Comhionannas, 2014, ta ceanglas reachtdil ar na
combhlachtai poibli go léir agus aird a tabhairt ar chearta
daonna agus ar shaincheisteanna agus iad ag feidhmid a
bhfeidhmeanna.

Maidir leis sin, ta na luachanna seo a leanas curtha ag an Roinn
Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara ina Raiteas Straitéise 2016 - 2019:
Gealltanas daingean d’éagstlacht, do chomhionannas inscne
agus caitheamh go cothrom agus ar chomhchéim le gach uile
dhuine,

Eiteas seirbhise poibli ata fréamhaithe go domhain sa
neamhspleachas, san iontaofacht, agus sa neamhchlaontacht.
Ta Grapa Oibre bunaithe ag an Roinn ar leibhéal sinsearach a
oibrionn ar mheastind a dhéanambh ar chearta daonna agus ar
shaincheisteanna comhionannais ata dbhartha da
feidhmeanna.

An tAcht um Nochtadh Cosanta 2014

Rinneadh dha nochtadh cosanta in 2019. Bhiothas ag leandint
ar aghaidh leis an d4 chas ag deireadh na bliana.

Ag Cuidiu le Teaghlaigh a bhfuil Daoine
Muinteartha leo tar éis Bhais/An tAonad um
Fhiosruithe Oidhreachta

Cuireann an Roinn seirbhis ar fail d'fhonn cuidil le teaghlaigh

fheirme a bhfuil duine muinteartha leo tar éis bhais go tobann
agus go bhféadfadh sé nach mbeadh aon taithi acu ag déileail

leis na cinealacha fadhbanna a bhionn i gceist go laethuil agus
a mbeadh orthu teagmhail a dhéanamh leis an Roinn ina leith

mar scéimeanna agus seirbhisi.

Cuireann an tAonad Fiosrdchain Oidhreachta comhairle ar
theaghlaigh agus ar ionadaithe dlithitla fheirmeoiri éagtha,
agus tugann ciinamh déibh, maidir le scéimeanna
talmhaiochta a aistrit agus iocaiochtai amuigh a eisitint. In
2019, d’fhreagair sé iarratais ar chinamh 6 1701 theaghlach
agus d’eisigh €14.6 milliin in iocaiochtai le heastait fheirmeoiri
éagtha.

Seirbhis do Chustaiméiri
Fuair Aonad um Chailiocht Seirbhise na Roinne 15 gearan i

ndail le seirbhis do chustaiméiri in 2019 agus rinneadh iad a
scridu agus a fhreagairt i gcomhréir le nds imeachta gearan
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custaiméara na Roinne. Is ionann sin agus laghdu 50% ar lion
na ngearan a fuarthas i gcomparaid le 2018.

Oifig an Ombudsman

D’fhreagair an Roinn 42 chas ar leithligh 6 Oifig an
Ombudsman in 2019.

Saorail Faisnéise (FOI)
Fuarthas 381 iarraidh FOI ar an iomlan i rith 2019.

Rochtain ar Rialachain maidir le Faisnéis faoin
gComhshaol (AIE)

Fuarthas 69 larrata ar Fhaisnéis faoin gComhshaol faoi na
Rialachain AIE in 2019, ardi 16% én 59 iarrata a fuarthas an
bhliain roimhe sin.

An Chairt um Chearta le hAghaidh Feirmeoiri

Leagtar amach sa Chairt um Chearta d'Fheirmeoiri 2015-2020
spriocanna seachadta sonracha dar gcustaiméiri ar feirmeoiri
jad agus cuimsitear inti na scéimeanna éagsula arna
bhfeidhmil ag an Roinn. Leantar ar aghaidh sa Chairt
d’Fheirmeoiri lenar dtiomantas i leith phrionsabail na
Seirbhise Ardchaighdeain do Chustaiméiri arna leagan amach
sa Chairt Custaiméiri agus sa Phlean Gniomhaiochta maidir le
Custaiméiri 2015 - 2020.

Déanann coiste monatéireachta faoi chathaoirelach
neamhspleach maoirseacht ar an dul chun cinn faoin gCairt. Ta
an coiste comhdhéanta d’ionadaithe 6 eagraiochtai feirme
agus de bhaill foirne én Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara.
Thainig an coiste monatdireachta le chéile ceithre huaire in
2019.

An Oifig um Achomhairc Talmhaiochta

Cuireann an Oifig um Achomhairc Talmhaiochta seirbhis
achomharc neamhspleéch, reachtuil agus saor in aisce ar
fail d’fheirmeoiri ata mishasta le cinnti a dearnadh maidir
lena gcuid teidliochtai faoi na scéimeanna ata leagtha
amach sa Sceideal ata leis an Acht um Achombhairc
Talmhaiochta 2001. Tugtar stadas dli neamhspleach
d'Oifigigh Achomhairc agus don Stitrthdir um Achomhairc
Talmhaiochta faoin Acht um Achomhairc Talmhaiochta
2001. Is féidir teacht ar Thuarascélacha Bliantdla na hOifige
ar an laithrean gréasain: www.agriappeals.gov.ie
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In 2019, fuair an Oifig 570 achomharc talmhaiochta,
méadu 2.5% ar 2018. Dinadh 491 cds in 2019, ina
measc achombhairc gan réiteach 6 bhlianta roimhe sin.
Mar seo a leanas achoimre ar torthai na gcasanna a
fuarthas agus a ndearnadh cinneadh ina leith in 2019:

Torthai achomhairc talmhaiochta a diinadh in 2019

Achomhairc a Ceadaiodh, a Ceadaiodh i bPairt 44%
nd a ndearna an Roinn iad a Athbhreithnid

Achombhairc a Tarraingiodh Siar, a bhi 13%
Neamhbhaili agus an tAm Caite orthu
Nior Ceadaiodh 43%

An tSeirbhis Achomharc um Cheadunais
Foraoiseachta

Breithnionn an Coiste Achomharc Foraoiseachta (FAC)
achomhairc i gcoinne cinnti na Roinne a bhreithnid, i
ndail le hiarratais ar chead(nais foraoiseachta. Fuair an
Oifig 712 achomharc maidir le 372 ceadinas
foraoiseachta aonair faoi dheireadh 2019.

Athbhreithniu ar an Acht um Achomhairc
Talmhaiochta, 2001

Chuir an Clar do Rialtas Comhphairtiochta (2016)
tiomantas ar fail chun an tAcht um Achomhairc
Talmhaiochta, 2002 a athbhreithnit. Foilsiodh
Tuarascail an Choiste Athbhreithnithe sa bhliain 2018.
Eilitear i lion de na priomh-mholtaf leasuithe a
dhéanambh ar an acht, ach ni raibh sé sin indéanta go
dti seo.

Rannan na nimscruduithe

Ta an Roinn ina priomhrialaitheoir ar an earnail
agraibhia. T4 an Rannan Imscriduithe mar
phriomhghné acmhainneachta forfheidhmithe na
Roinne atad mar bhonn taca le caighdeain chailiochta
agus inrianaitheachta a éascaionn tradail agus a
chuireann deimhnid ar fail do thomhaltdiri agus do
chustaiméiri.

Baineann na himscruduithe a dtugtar fithu go priomha
le cionta liomhnaithe a bhaineann leis na scéimeanna

um dhiothU galar buaibheach, riachtanais aitheantais
agus gluaiseachta ainmnithe, saincheisteanna slainte
poibli, leasa ainmnithe, Usaid/solathar substainti
midhleathacha i dtairgeadh ainmhithe agus Usaid
mhichui agus/né solathar leigheasanna ainmhithe. Is
ionann na himscriduithe ar tugadh fathu agus na
gnéithe is tromchdisi de neamhchomhlionadh.

s féidir leis an Rannan éagdir liomhnaithe a fhiosrd ar
fud gach réimse den Roinn agus cinamh a chur ar fail
do Ranndin maidir le calaois féideartha agus/nd
casanna neamhdhleathachta agus maidir le haon
teorainneacha maidir lena reachtaiocht rialaithe. Sa
chas go dtagann laigi dairire anios, de réirmara
dhéantar cdsanna a thastail sna clirteanna, téann an
Rannan i dteagmhail leis an Rannan Seirbhisi Dli agus
leis an Rannan abhartha chun a chinntid go dtacaionn
a reachtaiocht i gconai le feidhmeanna rialala na
Roinne mar is culi.

Oibrionn an Rannan Imscruduithe ar bhonn rialta le
gniomhaireachtai seachtracha, m.sh., an Garda
Siochéna, na hidarais Chustaim, DAERA, PSNI, IGB,
IHRB, Gidarais idirnaisiinta agus comhlachtai rialala.

Sa bhliain 2018, rinneadh coimisitnt ar athbhreithnid
arimscraduithe agus ar ionchdisimh laistigh den Roinn
leis an mbealach is fearr a aithint a bhféadfadh Rannan
Imscruduithe na Roinne tacu le cuspdiri straitéiseacha
na Roinne agus an earnail agraibhia nios leithne.
Cuireadh tus le moltai an athbhreithnithe seo a churi
bhfeidhm le linn na bliana 2019. Ta iompar
imscrdduithe treoraithe agus a rialt ag Céd Cleachtais
(COP) do Stitradh Imscriduithe, an Rannain
Imscridaithe, ina dtugtar breac-chuntas ar na
riachtanais agus ar chur chuige até a nglacadh ag an
Rannan agus an Rannan i mbun imscraduithe.

Tacaionn foireann bheag imscridaitheoiri
ildisciplineacha agus foireann tacaiochta le Ceann an
Rannain Imscridaithe. TA maoirseacht an Rannain 4
stiiradh ag Grupa Stiurtha a dhéanann athbhreithnithe
ar ghnéithe rialachais, straitéise, cleachtais agus
nésanna imeachta sa Rannan.

Le linn na bliana 2019, thosaigh an Rannan 31
imscradaitheoir oifigitil; sa bhliain 2018, bhi 29
imscradaitheoir logailte go hoifigitil ag an Rannan.
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AN tAONAD CUMARSAIDE

Ta rannphairtiocht, dul i gcomhairle agus cumarsaid le
saoranaigh, le custaiméiri agus le pairtithe leasmhara
mar chuid larnach de sheachadadh a dhéanamh ar
chuspdiri straitéiseacha na Roinne. Le linn na bliana,
thug an Roinn faoi chomhairliichan poibli ar fud
réimse beartais, lena n-airitear, comhairliiichan
arThreochlar NaisiGinta Aeir agus Aeraide don Earnail
Talmhaiochta go dti an bhliain 2030 agus ina Dhiaidh
sin. Airiodh ar chombhairlitichdn maidir le todhchai an
Comhbheartais Talmhaiochta (CAP), sraith imeachtai i
halla an bhaile agus bunu Coiste Comhairleach nua tar
éis CAP 2020 chun féram a chur ar fil do phairtithe
leasmhara lena gcuid tuairimi a roinnt agus a bheith
suas chun data de réir mar a theann an diospdireacht
ar athchdirit CAP chun cinn. Rinne an Roinn éstail
freisin ar fhdram beartais oscailte, it ar thainig thart ar
400 toscaire le chéile chun an chéad Straitéis Agraibhia
eile go dti an bhliain 2030 a phlé.

Le linn na bliana, thug an Roinn faoi fheachtais
fhaisnéise poibli maidir lendr gcuid scéimeanna,
seirbhisi agus beartais. Airiodh anseo, oibriti go dlith le
Roinn an Taoisigh agus le Ranna Rialtais eile chun
feachtas faisnéise maidir le hullmhichéan don
Bhreatimeacht a sheachadadh, lena n-airitear, ar fud
meain chloite agus digiteacha. Mar chuid den
fheachtas seo, rinne an Roinn dstail ar shraith
ceardlanna - An Breatimeacht: Céimeanna praiticiula
chun tradail agraibhia a choinnedil ag gluaiseacht - do
ghnolachtai agraibhia den uile mhéid agus a
gcuideachtai ldistiochta, miondioltéiri agus
comhlachtai iompair chun cuidid le gnélachtai na
céimeanna a ghlacadh lena chinntil go mbeidh a gcuid
earrai ag gluaiseacht go héifeachtuil tri chalafoirt nuair
a fhagann an Riocht Aontaithe an AE.

Scéimeanna agus straitéisi nua, lena n-airitear ar
Straitéis Bithshlandala agus Slainte Plandai ina leagtar
amach sa straitéis an tdbhacht a bhaineann le slainte
plandai agus bithshlandail d'Eirinn, mar aon lena
chinntit go mbeidh gach pairti leasmhar ar an eolas
faoi na rioscai a bhaineann le slainte plandai, in Eirinn
agus faoin rél atd acu agus faoi na freagrachtai ata
orthu an riosca sin a laghdu.
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Slandail Faisnéise

D’éirigh leis an Roinn deimhnit de réir chreidiind ISO
27001:2013 Slandail Faisnéise a bhaint amach i mi
Luinasa 2016 agus rinneadh sin a ateastasu faoi
shainordt 6n AE sa bhliain 2019. Cuireadh oilidint i
bhfeasacht ar Shlandail Faisnéise ar os cionn 800 ball
foirne in 2019, chun nuashonrai a thabhairt do bhaill
foirne maidir le slandail agus cosaint shonrai na Roinne
agus lena chinntil go dtuigtear agus go dtugtar
aitheantas do chomhlionadh le caighdean 1SO 27001
mar go dtreisionn sin na prionsabail dea-chleachtais
maidir le Slandail Faisnéise.

Cosaint Sonrai

Fuarthas 33 nlarraidh ar Rochtain 6 Abhair Shonrai in
2019 faoi Alt 15 den Rialachan Ginearalta maidir le
Cosaint Sonrai (GDPR), ard(i 22% ar an mbliain roimhe
sin.

Go luath sa bhliain 2019, rinne Grupa Tionscadail an
GDPR cénascadh le Grapa Tionscadail Slandala Sonrai
ISO, mar go raibh an da ghripa ag oibrit ar spriocanna
agus ar chuspdiri den chineal céanna. Tugadh Gripa
Tionscadail an Rannain Bainistiochta Sonrai (DMD) ar
an nGrupa Tionscadail seo.

Thainig an Grapa seo le chéile 6 huaire sa bhliain 2019
agus lean lena gcuid oibre le hardleibhéal
comhliontachta leis an GDPR agus leis an ISO
27001:2013 a chinntid: Caighdedin maidir le Slandail
Faisnéise.

Tugadh isteach clar feasachta ar chosaint sonrai in
2018, lenar airiodh cursa oilitna ar line. Cuireadh
oiliiint maidir le Cosaint Sonrai ar thart ar 2400
comhalta foirne sa bhliain 2019 agus reachtaladh
ceardlanna spriocdhirithe le hoilidint nios doimhne a
sholathar don phriomhfhoireann teagmhala (Oifigigh
Faisnéise) i ngach Rannan, chun a chinntit go bhfuil
leibhéal nios airde tuisceana acu 6 thaobh dushlain
Cosanta Sonrai. Cuireann sé seo an cumas ar fail don
fhoireann spriocdhirithe cuidiu le fiosrichain ina gecuid
Rannan agus an fhaisnéis ata riachtanach a sholathar
do Ghniomhaiocht Préiseala Taifead na Roinne de réir
Airteagal 30 den GDPR.

Sa bhliain 2019, d’ullmhaigh an tAonad Cosanta Sonrai
an Roinn go forghniomhach maidir le féidearthacht an
Bhreatimeachta agus rinne iarracht na cosainti Cosanta
Sonrai abhartha a churi bhfeidhm lena chinntit gur
féidir leandint le dualgais na Roinne tar éis an
Bhreatimeacht.

Coras Bainistithe Taifead

Leanadh den obairin 2019 chun plean tionscadail agus
struchtdr a chur ar bun go foirmidil chun dul chun cinn
adhéanambh ar chur i bhfeidhm bheartas agus
bonneagar bainistithe taifead caighdeanaithe sa Roinn
(eDocs).

Rinneadh seachadadh ar sheisitin fhaisnéise maidir
leis an gcdras bainistiochta faisnéise nua do bhreis is
900 comhalta foirne de chuid na Roinne in oifigi ar fud
na tire. Rinneadh riomhDhoiciméid a leathadh amach i
11 Rannan ar fud na Roinne sa bhliain 2019 mar chuid
den tionscadal piolétach chun measinu a dhéanamh
ar an leibhéal oibre ata i gceist agus le cuichdirit a
dhéanamh ar nésanna imeachta amach anseo.
Leanadh le leathadh amach mar a bhi beartaithe don
bhliain 2020 ag suil go mbeidh gach Rannan laistigh de
Roinn ag baint Gsdide as riomhDhoiciméid faoi
dheireadh na bliana 2021.

Bainistiu Caidreamh Custaiméiri

Ta cinneadh straitéiseach déanta ag an Roinn
athsholathar a dhéanamh ar na feidhmchlair bogearrai
oidhreachta go léir, atd & n-Usaid faoi lathair in lonaid
Teagmhala na Roinne, le feidhmchlair aontaithe
d’lonaid Teagmhala Rannphairtiochta Custaiméiri. Ta
an cinneadh straitéiseach seo ag tarll freisin i gcomhar
le ceann de phriomhthéamai Plean Athnuachana na
Statseirbhisi “Mothdichdn maidir le seirbhis den scoth do
chustaiméiri a chothd.”

Mar thoradh air sin, chuaigh d’lonaid nua Teagmhala
Rannphairtiochta Custaiméiri d’locaiochtai Direacha
amach beo (i bPort Laoise agus i Loch Garman) i mi
Deireadh Fomhair 2019 agus chuir an fhoireann
inmheanach agus cliaint na Roinne failte mhér roimhe.

Ta feabhas déanta ar thabhairt isteach lonaid nua
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Data Management

Teagmhala Rannphairtiochta Custaiméiri ar sheirbhis
do chustaiméiri na Roinne tri:

B Taithi seirbhise aontaithe a chur ar fail ar fud na
féinseirbhise agus tri bhealai seirbhise cuidithe
(m.sh. fiosrichain teileafdin, riomhphoist agus ar
line). Cuireann an réiteach aontaithe seo
comhleanunachas agus infheictheacht
idirghniomhaiochtai iomlan na gcliant go éir leis na
hlonaid Teagmhala ar fail, a chuireann treallus faoi
shastacht custaiméiri agus le tairgiulacht.

B Tuiscint nios fearr a chur ar fail maidir le stair
idirghniomhaiochta custaiméiri agus |éargas ar a
ngniomhaiochtaf leis an Roinn.

B Lanphairtid feabhsaithe corais ICT a sholathar ag
laghdu dublail glaonna/fiosrdchain nach bhfuil
riachtanach ar an mbealach sin.

B Léargais agus acmhainni a ghiarail le taithi aonair
agus comhsheasmhach a chur ar fail ar gach
cainéal.

B Tuairim nios iomldine den chustaiméir a sholathar
agus cuidionn an tsaoraid linn lena chinntit go
bhfuilimid freagrach 6 thaobh riachtanais an
chustaiméara tri mhonatdireacht fheabhsaithe ar
fhiosrichain cliaint, go hairithe ag buaic-:amanna
jarratais/iocaiochta.

B Idirnascacht feabhsaithe idir lonaid Teagmhala 10
Leibhéal agus rannain comhoiritnaithe eile ar fud
na Roinne. Eascaionn nascacht fior-ama le cérais
inmhednacha eile na Roinne seirbhis custaiméiri ata
nios fearr, a chuireann tuairim lanphairtithe maidir
leis an gcustaiméir ar fail ar deireadh thiar thall.

B Tuairiscit feabhsaithe agus feidhmiulacht
réamhaisnéisit maidir le fiosrdchain custaiméiri.
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Ta feabhas curtha ar thabhairt isteach lonad
Teagmhala nua agus feabhsaithe ar sheachadadh
seirbhise na Roinne da cuid custaiméiri agus maoldidh
an baol maidir le cdil don Roinn. Chomh maith leis sin,
ta an Roinn tiomanta cuichdirid, simplit agus feabhas a
chur ar ghniomhaiochtai ar gcustaiméiri leis an Roinn.
Chuige sin, ta cleachtadh foirmidil maidir le
Ceachtanna a Foghlaimiodh beartaithe do Raithe 2
2020. Mar chuid de Chéim 2 den tionscadal seo,
cuirfear coras an lonaid Teagmbhala i bhfeidhm in
Aonad Idirchaidrimh an Oireachtais (OLU), i lionra na
nOifigi Réigitinacha Tréidliachta agus sa Deasc
Chabhrach IT.



AGUISIN A - LEAGAN AMACH NA ROINNE

Eagru na Roinne amhail an Dé Mairt 31 Nollaig 2019

Is i an fhoireann shinsearach bainistiochta an Bord Bainistiochta. Is é Brendan Gleeson, Ard-
Runai, ceannaire an Bhoird, atd comhdhéanta d’ochtar Ard-Ranaithe/Stitrthdiri Cinta, an
Priomhoifigeach Tréidliachta, an Leas-Phriomhoifigeach Tréidliachta, an Priomhchigire, agus an
Stiurthdir Seirbhisi Saotharlainne.
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AGUISIN B - COMHLACHTAI STAIT

An Bord Achomhairc um Cheadunais
Dobharshaothraithe

Cuirt Choill Mhinsi

Béthar Bhaile Atha Cliath

Port Laoise

Co. Laoise

R32 DTW5

Teil: 057 863 1912

Riomhphost: info@alab.ie

Is bord neamhspleach é seo a phléann leis an bprdiseas
achomharc maidir le ceadini dobharshaothraithe. Ta
gach comhalta Boird pairteach ar an mbord seo ar
bhonn pairtaimseartha. Is féidir le duine nach bhfuil
sasta le cinneadh an Aire maidir le hiarratas ar
cheadunas dobharshaothraithe né maidir le cinneadh
ar cheadlnas dobharshaothraithe a chdlghairm né a
least, achomharc a dhéanamh i scribhinn leis an
mBord laistigh d'aon mhi amhain d'fhoilsit né d'fhégra
ar an gcinneadh, ar an gcllghairm né ar an least sin a
fhail.

Bord Bia

Cuirt Chlann Liam

Sraid an Mhéta fochtarach

Baile Atha Cliath 2

D02 A344

Teil: 01 668 5155

Laithrean Gréasain: www.bordbia.ie

Déanann Bord Bia margaiocht, forbairt agus cur chun
cinn ar Bhia na hEireann, lena n-airitear deochanna,
bia mara agus beostoc, maille le tairgeadh, margaiocht
agus tomhaltas tairgi gairneoireachta, agus tugann
cinamh ina leith.

Oibrionn sé scéimeanna Dearbh( Cailiochta do thairgi
mairteola, muiceola agus baguin, gairneoireachta agus
uibheacha. Mar fhreagairt ar an éileamh atd ag fas 6
chustaiméiri idirnaisiinta ar thairgi bia agus di a bhfuil
dearbh cailiochta agus inbhuanaitheacht acu,
d’fhorbair Bord Bia Origin Green - an chéad chlar
naisitinta inbhuanaitheachta ar domhan don tionscal
uile bia agus di in Eirinn.

Lena cheanncheathrt i mBaile Atha Cliath, ta lionra
oifigi thar lear ag Bord Bia in Amstardam,

Dubai, Dusseldorf, Lagos, Londain, Maidrid, Milano,
Moscé, Nua-Eabhrac, Paras, Shang-hai (Qifig na hAise),
Singeapér, Stécdlm, Toiceo agus Varsa.

Bord lascaigh Mhara

Béthar Crofton

DUn Laoghaire

Co. Bhaile Atha Cliath

A96 E5A0

Teil: 01 214 4100

Laithrean Gréasain:www.bim.ie

Is é Bord lascaigh Mhara (BIM), gniomhaireacht Stait na
hEireann ar a bhfuil an fhreagracht tionscal
lascaireachta Mara agus Dobharshaothraithe
inbhuanaithe na hEireann a fhorbairt. Bunaiodh BIM
faoin Acht lascaigh Mhara 1952. Solathraionn BIM raon
seirbhisi, lena n-airitear tacaiocht chomhairleach,
airgeadais, theicniuil, margaiochta agus oiliina do
gach earnail i dtionscal Bia Mara na hEireann. Is é
priomhchuspdir BIM méid, cailiocht agus luach an
aschuir 6 na hearnalacha éisc mhara agus
dobharshaothraithe a mhéadu, tri bhithin dirit ar na
deiseanna fais sna hearnalacha sin fad a chuirtear
cleachtais chomhshaoil fhreagracha chun cinn.

Bord na gCon

An Phairc Ghlas

Bothar an Duga

Luimneach

V94 Y17X

Teil: 061 448000

Laithrean Gréasain:www.igb.ie

Is comhlacht trachtala stéit é Bord na gCon a bunaiodh
faoi Acht Tionscail na gCon, 1958, go priomha chun
rasaiocht con a rialt agus chun tionscal na gcon a
fheabhsu agus a fhorbairt. Déanann Bord na gCon
rialail ar gach gné den rasaiocht chon in Eirinn, lena n-
airitearras-rianta éagsula a cheadlnd, ceada a eisidint
ar oifigigh, ar gheallghlacaddiri, ar thraenalaithe agus
cur i bhfeidhm na rialacha rasaiochta.

Coillte CGA

Bord Foraoiseachta na hEireann
Baile an Chinnéidigh

Co. Chill Mhantain

A63 DN25

Teil: 01201 1111

Laithredn Gréasain: www.coillte.ie

Is cuideachta theoranta phriobhaideach é Coillte CGA,
a oibrionn i gclrsai foraoiseachta agus gniomhaiochtai
gaolmhara ar bhonn trachtéla. Ta an chuideachta faoi
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chomhuinéireacht an Aire Caiteachais Phoibli agus
Athchdirithe agus an Aire Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara.
Bunaiodh an chuideachta faoin Acht Foraoiseachta,
1988, ina leagtar amach a cuspairi agus a dualgais.

Rasaiocht Capall Eireann
Baile Mhaine

An Currach

Co. Chill Dara

R56 XE37

Teil: 045 455455

Laithrean Gréasain: www.hri.ie

Is comhlacht trachtéla stait é Rasaiocht Capall Eireann
a bunaiodh faoin Acht um Rasaiocht Capall agus Con,
2001. Is é Rasaiocht Capall Eireann an t-Gidaras
ndisilinta do rasaiocht capall in Eirinn agus is air atd an
fhreagracht maidir le riarachan, cur chun cinn agus
forbairt iomlan an tionscail.

Comhlacht Grai Naisitinta na hEireann Teoranta
An Tulaigh

Cill Dara

R51 KX25

Teil: 045 521251

Laithrean Gréasain: www.irish-national-stud.ie

Coinnionn Comhlacht Grai Naisitinta na hEireann
Teoranta raon staileanna den scoth le suil agus porlinte
ardchailiochta a chur ar fail don tionscal capall
folaiochta in Eirinn. Mealltar go leor leor turaséiri gach
bliain ag na Gairdini Seapanacha agus ag Gairdin
Fiachra, ata lonnaithe ar thailte na grai. Tugtar faoi
ghniomhaiochtai feirmeoireachta sa ghrai freisin agus
cuirtear oilidint ar dhaoine le dul i mbun fostaiochta
san earnailfolaiochta.

Foras na Mara

Rinn Mhil

Oran Mér

Co. na Gaillimhe

H91 R673

Teil: 091 387200

Laithrean Gréasain: www.marine.ie

Is é Foras na Mara (Ml) an ghniomhaireacht naisitnta ar
a bhfuil an fhreagracht i ndail le Taighde, Forbairt
Teicneolaiochta agus Nualaiocht Mhuiri (RTDI).

Bunaiodh an Foras faoin Acht um Fhoras na Mara 1991.
Is é rél Fhoras na Mara forbairt inbhuanaithe an
tionscail mhara chur chun cinn tri bhithin clair
mhaoinithe straitéise agus seirbhisi eolaiochta
riachtanacha a chosnaionn an timpeallacht mara, ach
taighde agus faireachan comhshaoil a dhéanamh.
Téann an InstitiGid i mbun taighde agus forbairt mhuiri,
agus comhordaionn é, a bhfuil sé de chumas aige
forbairt eacnamaiochta a chur chun cinn, fostaiocht a
chruthd agus timpeallacht na mara a chosaint.

An Ghniomhaireacht Ndisitinta Bainne
Stidideo Phairc an Chuilinn

Ascail Phairc an Chuilinn

An Charraig Dhubh

Co. Bhaile Atha Cliath

A94 R6F7

Teil: 01 660 3396

Laithrean Gréasain: www.nationalmilkagency.ie

Bunaiodh an Ghniomhaireacht Naisiinta Bainne faoi
Acht an Bhainne (Solathar a Rialail), 1994 agus is i ata
freagrach as an solathar bainne lena thomhailt ina
leacht a rialail ar fud an Stait. Déantar an
ghniomhaireacht a mhaoiniu tri thobhach reachtdil ar
bhainne lena thomhailt ina leacht.

An tAire Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara a cheapann
cathaoirleach na Gniomhaireachta. Toghann tairgeoiri
claraithe cligear de chomhaltai na Gniomhaireachta go
direach agus is é an tAire a cheapann na comhaltai eile
i ndiaidh ainmnitchain a fhail 6 eagraiochtai
ainmnithe.

Teagasc

An tUdaras Forbartha Talmhaiochta agus Bia
Pairc na Darach

Ceatharlach

R93 XE12

Teil: 059917 0200

Laithrean Gréasain: www.teagasc.ie

s é Teagasc - An tUdaras Forbartha Talmhaiochta agus
Bia- an comhlacht ndisitnta a sholathraionn seirbhisi
comhthaite taighde, comhairleacha agus oilitina don
tionscal talmhaiochta agus bia agus do phobail
thuaithe. Bunaiodh é faoin Acht Talmhaiochta
(Taighde, Qilitiint agus Combhairle), 1988 agus is € an
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misean ata aige tacu leis an nualaiocht ar bhonn
eolaiochta san earnail agraibhia agus sa
bhithgheilleagar i gcoitinne, chun bonn taca a chur
faoin mbrabusacht, faoin iomaiochas agus faoin
inbhuanaitheacht. T4 sé rialaithe ag Udaras ar a bhfuil
aon chomhalta dhéag ata ceaptha ag an Aire
Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara agus ionadaithe 6
eagraiochtai feirme, an tionscal bia, na hollscoileanna,
6n Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara agus 6 fhoireann
Theagasc.

An tUdaras um Chosaint lascaigh Mhara (SFPA)
An tlonad Naisiinta Bia Mara

Cloich na Coillte

Co. Chorcai

P85 TX47

Teil: 023 885 9300

Laithrean Gréasain: www.sfpa.ie

Is é an SFPA an t-Gdaras reachtdil ata freagrach as
reachtaiocht a fhorfheidhmid in Eirinn, ar feadh
theorainneacha iascaireachta eisiatacha na hEireann,
maidir le cosaint iascaigh mhara agus sabhailteacht
bhia mara. Bunaiodh an tUdarés an 1 Eandir 2007 faoin
Acht lascaigh Mhara agus Dlinse Muiri 2006 agus is iad
na priomhdhualgais atd aige an reachtaiocht lascaigh
Mhara agus an reachtaiocht Sabhailteachta Bia Mara a
chur i bhfeidhm go céir agus go seasmhach chomh
maith lena chinntit go ndéantar leas inbhuanaithe a
bhaint as acmhainniiasc agus sliogéisc mara sna
farraigi thart timpeall na hEireann agus gur féidiriad a
thomhailt go sabhailte chun leasa gach duine sa
bhfadtéarma.

Comhairle Tréidliachta na hEireann
53 Béthar Lansdun

Droichead na Dothra

Baile Atha Cliath 4

D04 NY29

Teil: 01 668 4402

Laithredn Gréasain: www.vei.ie

Bunaiodh Comhairle na dTréidlia, a rialaionn an
cleachtas cdgas tréidliachta, an 1 Eanair 2006 faoi alt
11 den Acht um Chleachtadh Tréidliachta 2005. T4 19
gcomhalta ar an gCombhairle a dhéanann ionadaiocht
ar réimsi spéise éagsula mar oideachas, leas
ainmhithe, tomhaltdiri agus sabhailteacht bia agus ta
cothromas ann idir comhaltai ar tréidlianna iad agus
combhaltai nach tréidliannaiad. Is é priomhfheidhm na
Combhairle cleachtas an leighis tréidliachta agus
altranas tréidliachta sa Stat agus ar mhaithe le leas an
phobail a rialail agus a bhainistiu.
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Sprioc Straitéiseach
s 5 . 4 "Slainte an phobail, ainmhithe
AGUISIN D - BUISEADU FEIDHMIOCHTA agus plandai agus leas
ainmhithe a chur chun cinn agus
a chosaint ar mhaithe le
tomhaltoiri, tairgeoiri agus an
tsochai i gcoitinne"

CUSPOIR 1
SABHAILTEACHT BIA, SLAINTE AINMHITHE AGUS
PLANDAI AGUS LEAS AINMHITHE

*Meastachan 2019 arna leasu ag an Meastachan Forliontach

* Baineann na figidiri seo leis na modhanna tastala creidiinaithe ata 4 n-Gsaid i Saotharlanna DAFM faoi lathair, roinnt diobh a d'fhéadfadh iad a Usaid do go leor anailisi
agus/no le go leor maitrisi.

Lion Foirne Meastachan 2019 larbhir 2019

i 1,907 1,950




Sprioc Straitéiseach
“loncam agus tacaiochtai
margaidh a chur ar fail mar

CUSPOIR 2 -TACAIOCHTAI AGUS

RIALUITHE FEIRME/EARNALA bhuntaca leis an

ngeilleagar tuaithe agus
CUSPOIR2  comhshaoil”

TACAIOCHTAI AGUS RIALUITHE FEIRME/EARNALA

*Meastachan 2019 arna leasu ag an Meastachan Forliontach

Lion Foirne Meastachan 2019 larbhir 2019

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara
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Aguisin D -
Buiséadu Feidhmiochta

CUSPOIR 3
Beartas agus Straitéis

Sprioc Straitéiseach
"Creat beartas
barrmhaitheasa a bhaint
amach ar mhaithe le
forbairt inbhuanaithe na
hearnala agraibhia."

*Meastachan 2019 arna leasu ag an Meastachan Forliontach




Aguisin D - Buiséadu Feidhmiochta

Is figitiri DAFM/CSO iad figidiri 2018 agus 2019. 2017 Bord Bia

Lion Foirne Meastachan 2019 larbhir 2019

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
e e 253 285
1,065 1,030

Bord Bia 146 139
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Sprioc Straitéiseach
.. .. , "Earnail inbhuanaithe, spreagtha ag
AgUISII‘I D - Buiseadu an bhfas ata dirithe ar iomaiochas
. ¢ agus nualaiocht arna spreagadh ag
Feidhmiochta forsa oibre a bhfuil scileanna acu
d'fhonn tairgi breisluacha ata i

) CUSPOIR4  gcomhréir le héilimh an mhargadh a
AN EARNAIL BIAMARA  sheachadadh"”

*Meastachan 2019 arna leasu ag an Meastachan Forliontach
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Lion Foirne: Meastachan 2019 larbhir 2019

An Roinn Talmhaiochta, 1 73 1 7 7

Bia agus Mara

Foras na Mara 142 13 1
Bord lascaigh Mhara 149 1 15

An tUdar3s Cosanta lascaigh Mhara 145 1 2 7
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AGUISIN E - EAGF/EAFRD Faltais Rathaiochta 2019

Léirfonn an méid seo a leanas na hiocaiochtai a rinneadh in Eirinn 6n gciste EAGF agus EAFRD agus féltais AE eile i
rith na bliana airgeadais 2019

Caiteachas maoinithe ag an AE arna bhainistit ag an Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

a Ni léiritear ach an cémhaoinid AE ar na clair sin sa tébla seo.
*Ni chuirtear faltais maidir le réamh-mhaoinit EMFF €8.6m chuig A&A
**Ba mar thoradh ar an diol a bhi ar phiidar bainne bearrtha a bhi i stoc an €-12.6 millidin.

***Bhain an méadu le Beart Clinaimh Eisceachtdil um Mairteoil BEAM €48.3m.

153




An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara
Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine
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