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L E T T E R
T O  T H E

Gentry, Clergy, Freemen and 
F reeholders,

O F  T H E

C i t y  o f  D U B L I N .
G e n t l e m e n ,

MY conduit being fuch as may be thought 
icmething fingular, with refped to my 
preient fituation ; it is neceflary, in order 

ma e it fatisfadory, that I ihould explain it to
A 3 you ;



you : and in doing fo, I f t  all fpeak my thoughts 
with the fame honeft freedom to you, that I ihall 
always fpeak them for you, when I am to fohicit any 
thing in fupport of your common intereft, or for the
advancement of it.

I h a v e ,  you know, declined all perfonal follicita- 
tion, tho’ I offer myfelf as a candidate to reprefent 
you in parliament ; and do mean, by Handing a poll 
to the lail man, to give tliofe of you, who defirethat 
I fhould reprefent you, an opportunity of making 
your choice. T h e  reafons I have for declining a per
fonal follicitation, you are now to be the judges of.

I h a v e  often declared, and many have heard me 
do fo, that I never would ftand a contefted election 
for this city ; tho’ I fhould always think it an honour 
to rep re fe n t them, with their general approbation. 
Upon the occafion of the prefent vacancy, I did 
look upon myfelf as invited to it -, not that I ihould 
think that the number of thofe, who took it upon 
them  to make that invitation (of which about a 
third part were of the board of aldermen) was fuffi- 
ciently confiderable for that purpofe, as there were 
fo many who had votes ; but as I was confcious of 
the moil fincere intentions to ferve the city to the 
bcit of my power ; and did believe that the citizens
were in the general, convinced that fuch were my

intentions ;
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intentions; and as I thought it poflible that they 
might look upon it as a tiling for their own advan
tage, that I.lhould be their reprefentative. I did 
therefore, perjiaps too readily, take that for a gene
ral invitation, which, from the number of thofe 
who made it, tho’ all of them very worthy citizens, 
I could not otherwife have been warranted to take 
for fuch. In this, you will fay, that vanity had 
fome fhare, and perhaps it had ; for I have not the 
face to pretend, to be totally exempt from that fail
ing, to which the very beit of men have, in fome 
degree, been fubjeót. An oppofition very early de
clared itfeif in favour of a gentleman, whofe merit I 
fhall be moil ready to'own upon this, and upon all 
other occafions -, and this oppofition loon took the 
appearance of a real conteil. From the firft moment 
I perceived it fuch, I began to be uneafy at my own 
fituation, and to feveral expreiTed that uneafinefs- 
and after having tried a little in thofe methods ufu- 
ally pradifed upon fuch occafions, I came to the re- 
folution, which I am now to (hew to be reafonable, 
of declining all perfonal follicitation ; tho’ I am defi- 
rous to ferve the city in parliament, if they fhall 
think fit to entruft me in that fervice.
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In the courfe of a perfonal application, many would 
refufe the favour I allied of them ; and too many, 
perhaps, accompany their refufal with circumftances 
and a manner difobliging enough. This would na
turally tend to create perfonal diflikes * and thofe, 
perhaps, too itrong and too general, to fuit with that 
fituation in which I ftand among you. W here no 
requeft is made, there can be no refufal. One barely 
giving his vote againfl me at the poll, does no more 
than what the law gives him a right to do ; and 
there can be no offence in theafferting of that right. 
It might, befides, fometimes happen, m fuch per
fonal applications, that fome of thofe, who were in
clined to be for me, might, in granting the favour, 
indifcreetly give intimation of fome thing expected 
on my part, which would not be proper in me to 
iiften to, much lefs to comply with.

Thefe, gentlemen, are the principal o f thofe rea- 
ibns, which have induced me to take the refoluiton I 
did ; and, I flatter myfelf, that my particular friends, 
to whom I have not already applied, and who have 
reafon to expedt my compliments upon all occafions, 
will not take it amifs, that I adhere to my purpofe, 
even with refpeft to them  : If they are my friends, 
I am fare they will not. And I ftill further hope 
that I fhall be fo candidly dealt with, -that no one
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will corrftrue this my conduit as proceeding from 
any thing of arrogance, or from thinking that to be 
beneath me, which my betters have fubmitted to.
I think nothing below me, that is fit for any man to 
do, in the fame circumiianees. N il bumanum a tnc 
alienum pnto.

But left it fhould be thought by fome, that this is 
only an artifice to avoid trouble and expence ; I will 
tell you my mind very freely upon thofe points : Nor 
fhall I be afhamed to own that it was, at all events, 
my fixed purpofe, neither to go to any expence, that 
either I or my family fhould feel too fenfibly ; nor to 
put myfelf to fuch a degree of labour as might en
danger my health. I do not love money, perhaps 
not fo much as I fhould do ; but much lefs do I love 
a ftate of dépendance * and am therefore determined 
moil carefully to avoid every thing that may tend to 
lead me into it; and, above all, the being in diftrefled 
circumftances, as a thing having the moft immediate 
and neceffary tendency that way.

I cannot here omit mentioning what I have often 
thought of with equal concern and furprile. For
merly, and in times, when conilituents did their 
part in the working of the conftitution, their repre- 
fentatives were coniidered as doing a fervice for

them,
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them, and difcharging a truil for their benefit ; and 
agreeably to this, they were not only elefted without 
any trouble or expence to themfelves ; but did alio 
.receive a ilipend and a recompence from thofe whofe 
bufinefs they were fent about ; and who availed 
themfelves of their labour and their attendance. 
W hile this was the wife fyilem, how vile a breach 
of tru il was it in thofe who betrayed the intereils 
o f their conilituents ? and as it was moil vile, fo it 
m uft have been moil ihameful, and was, probably, 
but feldom praólifed. But in this great change of 
things, which I cannot think for the better, in this 
refpect ; the electors have loft that hold upon their 
reprefentatives, which they formerly had, and have 
themfelves given them, at leail, fome pretence for 
their being unfaithful. H e who would now {land a 
candidate for any large county or great town, muft 
put himfelf to an expence which he will be the worfe 
for as long as he lives, and his family be fo after him : 
and fo far is he from benefiting others in the propor
tion that he himfelf is a fufferer; that feveral hundreds 
o f thofe upon whom it is laid out, are made the 
worfe for it too. Thofe who come in upon fuch 
terms may, fome of them, be apt to think that 
they are warranted in making their money, if they 
can, of that upon which they had expended it ; and

to
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to throw the blame on thofe who forced them to it.
If they are reproached for this, they have fomething 
wherewith to retort thofe reproaches ; they will fay, 
that they ought not to be treated like the children of 
cruel mothers, to be firft whipped till they are made 
to cry, and then whipped again for crying.

' - vf. jcrh • ,v •• :K.b c  W *

B ut this is not all. Thofe who, notwithftanding 
the hard terms of their coming in, do yet keep ftedfait 
to their truft, will be fufpefted for going ailray ; as 
they may be thought to have fome caufe to tempt 
them to it. If they, at any time, concur in the 
meafures of government; this is with a view to their 
own advancement. If they fhould oppofe fucli mea
fures, when they do not approve of them, this is 
only to puih at fome perfons in employment, and in 
order to truil them out, that they themfelves may 
get their places, If they make any miftakes, to 
which the ableft men are liable, thefe are imputed to 
bad intentions. While thofe who lay fuch charges 
upon them, do not confider, how often they have 
themfelves mifcarried in their moit favourite purpofes, 
in the management of their own private affairs, from 
a misjudging or mifcondu&ing of the means ; and 
yet will make no allowances for the leaft overfight

in



in thofe who, in parliament, have the intricate and
weighty bufinefs of a whole nation to tranfait ; where 
every thing to be done muft firft be confidered in 
fuch an infinite variety of refpefts, that the cleared 
head, with the moil upright heart, cannot but fome- 
times fail in ib arduous a talk. From refle&ions fuch 
as thefe, no doubt it was, that Mofes expoilulated 
with his Creator when he faid, 0  Lord! what have 
I  done, that thou puttefl the trouble o f this people upon 
me.

T h is , there are fome of you will fay, is talking 
in a m anner too precife and primidve for the fafhion 
o f the times ; and it may be io. I do not expeót that 
any thing I can fay, will have weight enough to bring 
things out of that courfe in which they have gone for 
fo many years. But I will, notwithftanding, tell you ; 
as well you, as all others who have the conilituting of 
reprefentatives, both in this kingdom and in the next, 
that if you do not a little attend to iome fuch confeder
ations as thefe, when ye go about a work of fuch 
importance to you, ye will have yourfelves only to 
blame, as being principally, if not entirely, the 
caufes; if any thing ihould hereafter go fatally amifs, 
in the management of your public affairs. You fel-

dofn
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dom care whom you chufe, when you are T e p o f in g  
the higheil truil -, and when your choice happens to 
be right, you but too often make it from improper 
motives -, and in your manner of chufing, you teach 
your reprefentatives to confider it as an affair of their 
own, and not of yours. You ufe them hardly in the 
chufing, and worfe when ye have chofen them ; and, 
by thefe means, loofen thofe great ties of gratitude 
and affe&ion ; things of fuch moment to give ilrength 
to an honourable and confcientious obligation. This 
is fpeaking very freely to you, but it is fpeaking 
very honeftly ; and I will think fo well of you, to 
whom this addrefs is directed, that I ihall hope you 
will, all of you, take it in good part.

You fee, gentlemen, the means upon which I 
intend to rely for my fuccefs, in the prefent compe
tition. You cannot fay but that they are honourable : 
and if fo, I had much rather fail by fuch, than fuc- 
ceed by any other. Be it your concern, whether the 
world íhall fee, that it is poffible by fuch means, to 
become a reprefentative for your metropolis.

Ï had  fomething further to fay to you, which now
I have not time for i but ihall convey it to you by

another
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another letter, which you fhall have in two or three 
days at the fartheft. W hen I have done that, I lhall 
fit down and put myfelf entirely upon your affecti
ons, and your good eiteem ; and however you fhall 
think fit to difpofe of my pretenfions, I pray you all 
to be aifured, that I am your very fincere well wither,

and moil obedient fervant,

J A M E S  G R A T T A N .
Dublin, February 

20 th 1758.
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