
T H E

Prefent Conilitution
O F  T H E

City of D U B L I N ,
A D D R E SSE D  T O  T H E

Citizens of Dublin.

D U B L I N :

Printed by S. P o w e l l ,  in Crane-lane, 1758. 

[Price one Penny]



■ " ’

,

o

i

. • V  '

'  I



T H E

Prefent Conftitution
O F  T H E

C I T Y  o f  D U B L I N .
m

G e n t l e m e n ,

T  this Tim e, when many o f  you wifh 
to have a Change made in the Con
ilitution of this City, as a Body Cor
porate, it is with great Submiffion 
prdinned, that it would not be am'fs, 

that fome of you ihould be informed o f the Na
ture of its prefent Eftablifhment. And it is ho
ped, you will not think it an Affront offered to 
ycftir Learning, Experience, or Underftanding, 
to fuppofe, that there.may be iome among you 
who ft and in need of fuch Inftrudion : A s  the 
Study in itlelf is very dry and laborious, and molt 
of you, I hope, have important Bufineis o f your 
own fufficient to engage fo much of your Tim e, as 
to afford you but little Leiiure to make feparate 
and particular Inquiries into the Matters th a f  
compofe the Subjeit of this Addrefs,
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There is one T h in g  which is not generally 
known, and yet, though it may found odd, I 
will venture to affirm it as a Maxim, That in or
der to be duly qualified to find Fault with the 
prefent Conftitution of the City, it is abfolutely 
neceifary to know what that Conftitution is (  for 
this Reafon, I am certain, there is none of you 
will fcruple to devote a Quarter of an Hour to 
the Perufal of the following Sheets.

From hence alio you may be enabled to form 
a Judgment o( the Grievances you now com
plain of; whether they be Real or Imaginary, 
whether they need any Redrefs at all, and whe
ther the Remedies propofed to be applied, will 
produce the many ialutarv Conièquences, that 
are 10 warjnly expedted from them.

I f  thefe Papers iTiould have the Honour to fall 
into the Hands of any Member o f  either Houie 
o f  Parliament, It is alio humbly hoped, he will 
not be the leis able to debate upon the Subject, 
by being made acquainted with the following 
Particulars :

I could, if  I pleafed, furprize (or what is more 
probable) tire you all with a Profufiun o f  Quota
tions from ancient Charters, and the Records o f  
the City. Thefe, 1 mull confefs, would be a vaft 
Embellifhment to any Treatile, and be highly 
entertaining to the Reader ; but, as Í think they 
would be altogether ufeleis on this Occafion, I 
ihall waive any Reputation I might acquire, by 
a Difplay o f  fuch Learning, and fhall only in
form you, that the City o f  Dublin is a very anci
ent and venerable Corporation. King Henry II. 
the Firft EngliJJj King that obtained any Domi
nion in Ireland, and King John his Son, 
about 60o Years ago, granted Charters to the 
Citizens o f  Dublin, whereby they confirmed to

them,
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them, the Franchifes and Privileges which they 
before enjoyed.

This proves that the City of Dublin was a 
Corporation before the Firft Englijh Invaiion, 
but how long, I know not, or if I knew, it 
would not be worth your Pains to be inform
ed.

Several fucceffive Kings o f England granted 
Charters to the City o f Dublin, moft o f which 
enlarged their Privileges, and altered the Name 
by which the Corporation was called.

King Henry III. granted they might have a 
Mayor. In the time of Richard III. the Corpo
ration was ftiled the Mayor, Bailiffs, Commons, 
and Citizens of the City of Dublin. Edward VI. 
by Charter, erected the City o f Dublin into a 
County, and caufed thofe Minifterial Officers, 
which wers before called Bailiffs, to be ftiled 
Sheriffs, after the Example o f the City of London. 
T h e  Corporation Name then became íh e  May- 
or, Sheriffs, Commons and Citizens of the City 
o f  Dublin. Thus it remained till the Reign of 
Charles II. who, to recompence the approved 
Loyalty of the City of Dublin, and for their 
Attachment to the Proteilant Religion, in 
the grand Rebellion, granted the City feveral 
Immunities and Privileges, and a Charge o f  
500 /. a Year, upon the fcftablifhment for ever ; 
and as a particular Mark of Honour, ordained 
that the Mayor fhould be dignified with the T i 
tle of Lord Mayor, and from thence to this 
Day, the Corporation has been called, the Lord 
Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons and Citizens of the 
City of Dublin,

T h e  Confufion that was created in this K ing
dom by the Grand Irifh Rebellion and MafTacre 
in the Year 1641. T h e  Fluctuation of Affairs 
that fucceeded the Execution of King Charles I.

were
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were not entirely calmed by the Reftoration ;
fuch a troubled Ocean takes a long time to grow 
fmooth after the Storm that ftirred it up is blown 
over. Thefe were unhappy Times of Difcord 
and Confuiion ; T o  remedy thefe Diforders, and 
for the better Settlement o f the Kingdom, an 
A d  o f  Parliament paffed the 17 and 18 of 
Charles II. which was about Five Years af
ter the Reftoration, whereby it was enaéted, 
“  T hat it fhall and may be lawful for the Lord 
“  Lieutenant and other Chief Governors and 
“  Council o f Ireland, during the Space of ieven 
“  Years, to be computed from the 29th of Sep- 
“  tember 1665, to make and eftablifh fuch Rules, 
“  Orders and Directions, for the better regula- 
“  ting o f  al! Cities, walled Towns, and Corpo- 
“  rations, both new and old, and fuch as fhall 
“  be created within this Kingdom, andtheeledt- 
“  ing o f  Magiftrates and Officers there ; and to 
“  inflict iuch Penalties for the Breach thereof, as 
“  they in their Wifdom fhall think fit, foasthe 

laid Penalties do not extend further than the 
“  Removal and Disfranchifement of fuch Perfon 
“  as fhall be found guilty o f  the Breach thereof: 
“  And fuch Rules, Orders and Direction, fo to 
“  be made as aforefaid, lhall be as good and ef- 
“  fedual in Law, to all Intents and Purpofes, 
“  as i f  the fame had been fpecially and particu- 
“  larly eftabliihed by Authority o f  this prefent 
“  Parliament, and ihall continue in Force for 
“  fuch T im e, as in the faid Rules, Orders, and 
“  Directions ihall be limited.”

T h e  Chief Governors and Council of Ireland, 
purfuant to the Powers thus veiled in them by 
Parliament, compiled a Body of Laws to be ob- 
ferved by the City of Dublin, and feveral other

Cor-
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*
* Corporations in this Kingdom, which were 
then called The New Rules, and ftill retain the 
fame Appellation ; tho’ it is now above 85 Years 
fince they were eilabliihed.

Thefe Rules, which have the Authority o f  an Officersto 
A f t  o f Parliament, ordain that upon all Elefti- be appro- 
ons of any Perfon or Perfons to ferve in any of v,ed °f 
the Offices of Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Recorder, Governor 
or Town-Clerk o f  the Corporation of Dublin, and Privy 
the Names of the Perfons fo eledted, ihall within CxJuncil. 
ten Days after fuch Eleftion be prefented to the 
Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or 
Governors, and the Privy Council o f this King
dom for their Approbation. And that no Pe°- 
fon ihall lie capable of ferving in any faid Offi
ces, till they are refpeôtively fo approved of.

They recite, that the Common Council of faid 
City, at that Tim e confided of a Lord Mayor 
and twenty-four Aldermen, who have ufually fat 
together in one Room, apart by themfelves ; 
and alfo o f fuch who are commonly called She
riffs Peers f  not exceeding forty-eight Perfons, 
and of ninety-fix other Perfons, who are eledted 
into the faid Common Council, out o f feveral of 
the Guilds or Corporations of this City, and who 
have ufually fat together in one Room apart by 
themfelves, and have been ufually called the

( 7 )

*  T h e  Corporations com prized  within the N e w  
R ules are, D r o g h e d a ,— L im e r ic k ,— G a lw a y , — C o r k ,  
W a te rfo rd ,  —  K in fa le ,— Y o a g h a l l ,— C a fl ie l l ,— C io n -  
m ell, —  Athlone, —  L o n d o n d e rry ,  — C arrickfergus, —  
t-o e ra in e ,— Strabane,— C h a rle m o u n t,— ‘T r i m , — D u n 
dalk, K ilk en n y,— W e x f o r d ,  and R ofs.

* he Sheriffs-Peers are fuch as have ferved in the 
O tt ic e  ot Sheriff, w h o  are gen era lly  from  1 0  to 20 
living at a T im e .

Commorf



Commons o f  the faid City, amongft whom the
Sheriffs for the T im e being do prefide. And
reciting that it would tend to the Benefit o f  the
faid City, i f  the Commons fo chofen, Ihould he
changed, and new Elections of them made once
every three Years, by which Change, a greater
Number o f  the Citizens might come into faid
Places, and be entrufted with the Management

Of what of the Affairs of faid City. They did therefore
Perfons order that the Common Council o f  the faid City 
the Com - ^ a jj f Qr e v e r  c o n g f t  Qf  t |i e  M ay o r
monCoun- ’
cil ihall anc* twenty-four Aldermen, who, or any 
confift. eight or more of faid Aldermen, with the Lord 
E i g k  Al- Mayor, fhall continue to fit apart by themfelves j 
J ™ ena and alfo of the Sheriffs of the faid City for the 
Quorum Tim e being, who are to prefide among the reft o f 
w ith the the Common Council o f  the faid City, as hath 
L o rd  been formerly accuitomed, and alfo o f iuch who 
MaJ'° • are commoniy cal'ed Sheriffs Peers, not exceed- 
H o w  the ing 48 Perfons within the faid City, and of 96 
Commons other Perfons to be chofen out o f the feveral 
clefted G Guilds or Corporations o f the faid City, from 

which they have been formerly chofen, who fhall 
enjoy their Places of Common Council Men only 

Tor 3 Years from the Tim e o f  their Elections ; 
and that the faid Guilds fome Tim e in the Month 
of November, at the End of every 3 Years, (hall 
elect double the Number of Perfons ufually cho
fen out o f each Guild into the Common Coun
cil o f  this City, and the Matter and Wardens o f  
each fuch Guild fhall fome time within fuch 
Month of November prefent the Names o f  the 
Perfons fo elected, to the Lord Mayor, who is 
authorized and required in the Prefence of the 
Sheriffs and eight of the Aldermen, before the 
24th Day o f  December then next enfuing, to eleil 
out o f  the Perfons whofe Names fhall be fo pre- 
fented, the Number o f Perfons ufually ferving in

the
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( 9 )
the Common Council for each fuch Guild reflec
tively, which faid Perfons fo prefented and elect
ed, ihall be for three Years and no longer, of the 
Number o f the Common Council of faid City.

And the Perfons fo prefented and elected out 
o f  the aforefaid Guilds, together with the faid 
Sheriffs Peers, or the greater Number of them, 
that ihall befromTime toTime affembled, lb as 
there be always 40 or more of them prefent, be Forty of 
and they only are authorized to f i t ,  vote, and the Com - 

aft in the general Quarter Aflembly, and other 
Affemblies, as the Commons of the faid City.

There is a Provifion in Cafe o f  the Death or 
Removal of any of the Commons fo elefted, and 
o f  the Negleft or Refuial of faid Guilds failing to 
make fuch Return, and a Penalty of Disfran- 
chifement upon any Perfon> who ihall prefume to 
íit and vote as one o f  the Commons before fuch 
Election.

And the antient Power o f  the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Common Council, o f altering or 
changing the Number of Commons ufually fer- 
ving for any Corporation, and of diftributing the 
fame amongft any other Corporations that then 
were, or hereafter ihall be in this City, fo as the 
whole Number do not exceed 96 Perfons, was 
thereby confirmed.

It is alfo ordained, that the Election of the 
Lord Mayor, Sheriffs and Treafurer o f the faid 
City o f Dublin, ihall be by the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen only.

This is the Subftance of the New Rules, by 
which the Grand Corporation of the City at this 
Day is regulated : But as no Method was pre
ferred by thefe Rules for the Election of Alder
men, that remains at this Day, as it was before 
the making of the New Rules -, in like Manner 
there is no mention in thefe Rules, out of what
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Body of Men the Lord Mayor {hall be chofen, 
therefore the ancient Ufage is ftill preferved of 
eledting the Lord Mayor out o f  the Aldermen 
only. For the New Rules did not repeal or change 
any of the antient Charters or Ufages o f the City, 
but fuch Parts o f them only as are expreily al
tered.

I do not find that the Chief Governor and 
Privy Council exercifed their Power o f  difapprov- 
ing the Magiilrates eledted by the Corporation, 
till the Tim e o f  the Duke o f  Tyrcennell’s Govern
ment, in the Regin o f  King James the 2d. he 
would have no Magiilrates but Papijls, Hence 
the New Rules which gave him that Power, be
came odious to the People..

This popular Diflike has been delivered down 
by Tradition to our Tim es, tho* the Caufe from 
whence it proceeded is forgotten ; and the other 
Regulations which appear to have been framed 
with great Sagacity and Wifdom, are exclaimed 
againft, without Diftindtion, as loudly as the on
ly Point to which any reafonable Objedtion can 
be made : for, except making the Commons T r i
ennial, inftead of being for Life, as they were 
before, I fee no Alteration made by the New 
Rules in the Conftitution o f  the City, froraa what 
it was in the Reign o f  Queen Elizabeth, which 
might be proved by the antient Records o f  the 
City, if  at this T im e there was any Neceifity to 
enter on fuch an Argument.

A s we have feen how the City is conftituted 
in its principal Branches, let us now take a Survey 
o f  the Manner in which this Conftitution is ad- 
miniftred.

T h e  Board of Aldermen with the Lord M ay
or at their Head, without the Concurrence o f  
the Commons, eledt the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
Sheriffs and Treafurer o f  the City of. Dublin,

and
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and all other City Officers are ele&ed by the 
Common Council in general ; and allBufinefs of 
what Nature or Kind foever, relative to the Cor
poration, is tranfa&ed by the. Common Council 
at their general AiTemblies, held four Times a 
Y ear; when anyoccafional Bufinefs requires their 
Attendance at other Times, they are particularly 
fummoned by the Lord Mayor, and thefe extra
ordinary Meetings, are called Poft sljjemhlies. 

T h e  ufual Method of applying to the Corpo
ration for the Admifiîon o f  Freemen, theAppoint- 
ment of an Officer, or for any other Purpofe, is 
by Petition, which, by the Rules o f  the City, to 
prevent a Surprize, is to be lodged in theTholfel 
Office the Day preceding the General AlTembly, 
before isto’Clock at Noon ; or if fuch A pp li
cation is intended to be made at a Poft AlTem- 
bly, the Caufe o f  their Meeting is to be inferted 
in the Summons, and Notice thereof muft be pub- 
lifhed in the Gazette. Every Petition is firft hand
ed into the Lord Mayor and Board of Aldermen ; 
i f  they approve it, they write on the Foot there
of, the Word Granted. It is then fent by an A l 
derman to the Sheriffs and Commons fitting in. 
their own Houfe, for their Concurrence ; if they 
agree to it, one o f  the Sheriffs underwrites the 
"Word Allowed, and return it by two of their 
Members, to the Lord Mayor and Board o f  A l
dermen ; this done, the Petition becomes an A f t  
o f  Affembly, binding on the whole Corporation. 
But if  the Sheriffs and Commons rejedt the fame, 
what the Lord Mayor and Aldermen had grant» 
ed, becomes a meer Nullity, like a Bill paffed by 
the Lords, and thrown out by the Houfe o f  Com
mons, in the Legiflative Conftitution.

It has often been alledged, that the Aldermen 
being generally Men o f  Fortune and Reputation, 
may have too great an Influence on the Determi-

B 2 nation
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nation of the Commons -, but to guard againft 
this Inconvenience in any Cafe that may create a 
Jealoufy, upon the Motion of any one of the Com
mons, feconded by another, the Queilion is de
termined by Ballot, fo contrived, that it is im- 
poffible to know on which Side any Man has 
given his Suffrage : This, o f all the Methods hi
therto invented, gives the greateft Freedom to the 
M ind of Man, as has been experienced by many 
Gentlemen who were Candidates for Places of 
Importance in the City, who, tho’ they had the 
Majority of Promifes among the Commons, found 
they had alfo the Majority o f Negatives againil 
them.

There is another Part o f the Adminiftration 
of the City, that deferves our Attention. It is 
well known the City Revenue is very confider- 
able ; and you all firmly believe the Aldermen 
divide it all amongft them; but when it comes to 
be known, that the Aldermen do not receive a 
fingle Penny of this (except a Largefs of 4 1. 
a Year, which by antient Cuftom is diftributed to 
each o f  them, to be by them difpofed of in Cha
rity, and indeed I cannot point my Finger at the 
Man among them, I can fufped of appropriat
ing fuch a paltry Pittance) I fay, when this is once 
generally known, I am apt to believe the Edge 
o f  fome Mens greedy Appetites for fitting at that 
Board, will be confiderably blunted.

T h e  Rent-Roll o f  the City is open to thofe 
who have Curiofity to attend to it ; tho’ iome 
o f  its Revenues arifing from the Tolls are fluctu
ating and various in different Years. By the 
new Rules, the Trealurer, and all other Recei
vers o f  the City Revenue, are to account with
in Six Months, next after the Expiration o f  the 
Year in which they have ferved, upon pain o f  
Disfranchiletnent j for thisPurpofe a Committee
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of the Common Council is appointed, in which 
there are always two of the Commons for one 
Alderman. When that Committee make their 
Report, it is of no Force till it is confirmed by 
an Adi of AlTembly o f the whole Common 
Council ; that is, till it has paflfed the Board of 
Aldermen and the Commons. Is there any 
Danger here of a Mifapplication of die City R e
venue ? If  any fuch had ever been attempted, 
fhould we not have whole Volumes printed on 
the Subject ?

Whence then comes this Outcry againft the 
Aldermen ? W hat have they done ? A ik  the 
loudeft in the Cry the private Character o f every 
Gentleman at the Board, and you will find them 
all unexceptionable, many o f  them diftinguifh- 
ed for Probity and Beneficence. And in the 
Year 1716, we find feveral Refolutions o f the 
Houfe o f Commons much to their Honour, on 
account o f the glorious Stand the Aldermen of 
Dublin made to the Anti-conftitutional Meafures 
o f  the Miniftry in the latter End of the Queen’s 
Reign, in which the other Branches o f  the Cor
poration were not at all concerned.

T h e  whole Secret is this ; as the Office o f 
Lord Mayor generally pafTes in Rotation, it 
was found that to eleft an Alderman, was in 
fait to eleót a Lord Mayor, A  L O R D  M A Y O R  
is a dazling Charafter ; he wears a fine Gown, 
a great W ig , and a Gold Chain * then he is 
called, My Lord ! is treated with vail Refpeót, 
attended by a Multitude of Conftables and 
Servants, and when he firit comes in, the 
Mob run Huzzaing about his guilded Coach -, 
but above all, his Wife is, My Lady, fhe 
keeps a Drum, vifits at the Caftle, and fends 
Cards about, with My Lady May or efs's Compli
ments. This, together with the prodigious In

come
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come, he is fuppofed to receive, (prodigious 
indeed, if  compared to the whole Capital o f  
many that pant to enjoy it) is enough to turn 
the Head of an ordinary Shopkeeper in a Su
burbs Alley ; and for his Wife, from the firft 
M om ent ihe entertains the Idea, ihe fcorns
to attend the Shop, or fell a Pound o f ------ .
which, indeed, has proved the Deftruétion of 
many a Family in this City. Little do they 
know the Labour, the Pains, the weary Fa
tigue, the Attention, the Watchings, the E x 
pence, the Negledt o f  Bufinefs, attendant on 
the proper Difcharge o f  that Office ; or to which 
Side the Ballance o f the Account, at the Year’s 
End, moft frequently inclines.

However fome o f  them would be Lord  
Mayors i f  they were to die by it. T o  favour 
this Defign, there happened one o f  the luck- 
ieft Accidents in the World ; fome o f  the 
Commons, about the Year 1742, after a Series 
o f  feventy Years, difcovered, that the new 
Rules were filenc as to the Manner o f  eleót* 
ing Aldermen, whence they concluded that 
the Right m uil be in the Commons.

T h is  was laughed at, at firft, butas it flat
tered the Hopes o f all imaginary Lord Mayors 
in the Ciiy, the Doitrine was adopted, and be
came Popular. T h e  Commons appointed a 
Committee to fearch the ancient Books and 
Records ; and indeed it appears they were not 
Idle, They did Search, and they produced feve
ral Scraps, picked up here and there : if  the 
W ord Alderman occurred, that was fufficient. 
T hefe  were thrown into the Form o f  a Report -, 
and from thence this Conclufion was drawn, that 
the Election o f  Aldermen, o f  undoubted Right, 
belonged to the Common Council.

To



T o  this the Aldermen anfwered, by fhewing an 
uninterrupted Series o f  Precedents, as far as any 
Corporation Books exifi: : That the new Rules
made no Alteration in that Matter : That thofe 
Elections were caried on at, and fince the Efta- 
blilhment o f the new Rules in the ancient Man
ner; That in fo popular a Corporation where the 
Commons have always appeared fo jealous o f  
their Privileges, it was impoflible to have made 
fo confiderable an Incroachment, without alarm
ing the Commons; but their Silence on that head 
down to the Year 1742, was a convincing Proof 
o f  immemorial Prefcription founded upon fome 
Charter or Law long fince loft : and iome intire 
Corporations exift only by Prefcription. Upon 
this both Parties agreed to refer the Matter to 
the Opinion of Eaton Siamiard, Eiq-, then their 
Recorder ; a Gentleman on whofe Probity, Learn
ing and Abilities they equally relied. Mr. Stan- 
nard gave his Opinion fupported by many weigh
ty and learned Reafons in which he fays; That 
fo  long an Ufage, which might have had either a 
By-law made fmce the time o f  Henry II. or an 
Ufage before the Charters for its Support, is too 
firong to be overturn'd at this Day ; and that the 
Election o f Aldermen, is in the Lord Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen. For which at the Michael- 
mafs AiTembly, 1743, the Thanks o f  the Com
mons were Voted to him, Nemine Contradicente. 
But this did not long fatisfy the Commons; they 
applied to the Court o f  King's-Bench for an 
Information in the Nature o f  a Quo Warranto, 
againft the Aldermen for ufurping the Privilege 
of electing Aldermen, which upon the moil fo- 
lemn Debate, and hearing many eminent Coun
cil on both Sides, the Court thought proper to 
refufe them.

Thus
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Thus private Opinions, and Judicial Deter
minations, declared the Right of the Aldermen ; 
and if  they have a Right, a Right that has been 
productive of no bad Confequence; a Right they 
have ever exerted with Diicretion and Judgment 
in the Choice o f fuchPerfons out o f  the Body of 
Sheriffs Peers, as before had given Proofs o f  
their Integrity and Vigilance in the Execution of 
their former Office ; what reafon (except popular 
Clamour which neither gives nor hears Reafons) 
can be affigned for depriving them of it, in an 
extrajudicial manner : a Power (with great Sub- 
miffion be it faid) which ought to be exercifed 
moil fparingly, and if  the City of Dublin be 
made a Precedent, what may become hereafter 
o f  the other Corporations ?

A nd here it may be obferved, that there can
not be a wifer Inilitution in any City than that of 
always electing the Aldermen (who in tim cm uft 
come to be Lord Mayors) out o f  thoie Gentle
men, who have already difcharged the Office o f 
Sheriff. T h e  Sheriffs are conftantly attendant 
on the Lord Mayor, they aflift him in the Bufi
nefs, and ferve as it were a kind of Appren- 
ticefhip in the Office. T h e  Publick alfo can 
judge of their Integrity, Abilities, Steadinefs, 
Underflanding and Conduit. It may be feen if  
an Increafe of Power inclines them to Cruelty, 
Infolence or Pride; let me fee a Man a Sheriff, 
and I will tell you what kind of a Lord Mayor he 
will make ; but the Publick will run a very great 
Rifque in exalting a Man at once to the Chief 
Magiftracy, who never was tried in any inferior 
Office.

T h e  Method propofedof dividing this City in
to W ards, I fear, would be productive o f many 
bad Coniequences ; and I am forry to fay this 
City is fo unlike London, that what may be very

falutary
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fàlutary there, may here be defthiftive : London 
preferves a grand Equality throughout all its 
Parts ; go into every narrow Lane, Court, and 
Alley, and you find them thickly inhabited by 
wealthy Merchants and Tradeimen of great Opu
lence ; there are a few Parts of this City, and 
but a few, tolerably built, and inhabited by 
Citizens of Fortune ; but thefe are confined to a 
few Diitri&s. Every Ward in London is well re- 
prefented, and I believe three ot thofe defigned 
in Dublin might have the fame good Fortune ; 
but what fhall we fay o f  fome, which to avoid 
Offence I do not chufe to name, in which very 
few Freemen refide, and thofe o f the low eft 
Clafs of Citizens : In thefe any indigent, noify, 
turbulent, hot-headed Tribune, furniihed with 
ibme frothy, Common-place, and popular Term s 
of Oratory ; who talks much of Liberty, and 
abules all his Betters, may carry away the W ard 
from the molt Deferving, moil Grave, and Opu
lent Trader or Gentleman in the City -, and what 
a  fine Alderman ihould we have ! W hat a W or- 
ihipful Lord Mayor !

But it may be faid, thefe Regulations are in
tended to prevent Disturbances, and to reitore 
Peace in the City. W hat Difturbances ? If we 
mean the Riots of the Ormond and Liberty Mobs, 
we never had leis Reafon to complain than at 
prefent. Even laft Summer, when Bread was 
very dear, we had no Tumults in our Streets, 
though the People o f England were rifing in eve* 
ry Quarter. W ho then diiturb the Peace of the 
City ? Is it the Aldermen ? Or is it thofe who 
are angry they cannot be Aldermen ? And will 
the new r̂ aw, now under Confidcration, appeafe 
them ? T he Number of Aldermen, eledl them 
as you will, is ftill to be but Four and Tw enty, 
and what is that among fo many ? Indeed, if

C  there
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there was an A &  of Parliament to increafe them 
to Three Thoufand, and that every Man might 
e led  himfelf, then indeed, and not till then, the 
Minds o f  fome People might be at Peace.

After all, the multiplying popular Elections, 
the Parents of Diicontent, Idlenefs, and Faction, 
is an uncommon Method of promoting the Peace 
and Harmony o f  a Community ; when the wifeft 
Legiflators have employed their W its in devifmg 
Means to confine Efedlions to the Few, without 
prejudicing the Intereil of the Many.

But what they could not devife in Speculation, 
the inimitable Conftitution of England has inven
ted by Experience; here a proper Mixture of the 
three Forms of Government, each imperfect in 
itieif, i f  duly balanced and proportioned, become 
a Syftem the moil admirable that ever yet ap
peared in the World.

T h e  Conftitution of this City is an Epitome or 
Miniature of the Grand Corporation of the K ing
dom : T h e  K i n g , Lords, and Commons are, in 
fome Degree, refembled by the Lord Mayor, AU 
dermen, and Commons : T h e  Lords are the Bar
rier to keep out Democracy on the one Hand, as 
the Commons are to fence off Abfolute Monarchy 
and Arijiocracy on the other. Thus they coun- 
terpoife one another ; deflroy the Equality on 
any Side, and the Whole come toppling down, 
and Anarchy for a T im e  fucceeds them all.

T h e  Commons of a City, in the general, 
are Mechanicks, uneducated, uninftruéted in the 
A rts of Government. As they are ignorant, 
and their Partions generally untamed, they are 
eafy to be led by Art, or inflamed by FaéVt- 
on.

I fpeak here o f the lower Clais, who compote
the greater Number in all Tow ns. Hence in
t  . ?  1 5 ' ' ’ • 11 all



all Places where they had the Management of 
weighty Affairs, their Aflemblies have been 
Scenes o f  Riot, Confufion and Tumult. T h ey  
think themfelves free, but they are in Reality 
the Slaves of every factious, turbulent, ambitious 
Orator.

In order to Counterballance this, in a well 
governed City, it is not only neceifary that the 
Aldermen, who fhould becompofed o f  the moil 
prudent, grave and opulent Citizens, whole Sta
tion and Fortune give them a kind o f  perfonal 
W eight and Authority; but it has alfo been 
thought, and found expedient, to give them 
fome Advantages over the Commons o f  the 
City, which (on Account o f the Difference in 
Rank, Fortune and Education, confequently in 
the Rationality o f  the two Claffes o f Men) the 
Lords have not over the Commons of Parlia
ment ; namely, the Aldermen have had the 
Privilege o f  eleding the Lord Mayor, the fu- 
preme Head o f  their Common Wealth, without 
the Concurrence of the Commons ; and Expe
rience fhews it is Right it fhould be fo, nor is it 
murmured at, even in thefe Days. N ow, fince 
it is Right they fhould have the foie Power o f  
electing the Lord Mayor ; it follows, that it is 
alfo Expedient and Proper, they fhould have the 
fule Privilege o f  ele&ing Aldermen ; as it has 
been proved, that to eleíl an Alderman, is in 
F a il  to elecl a Lord Mayor.

There is another Confideration that I mufl 
own, has a great W eight with me, nor do I 
think it quite Puerile, as I have perceived, the 
wileftand befl Men in all Ages, did not think it 
beneath their Attention ; and that is, the external 
Pomp and Dignity o f the Corporation. T h e  
City o f Dublin is the Metropolis of the K ing
dom, and the Honour o f  I R E L A N D  is con

cerned *. » ♦
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eerned in its Splendor and Appearance. From 
hence the People o f  England, and all Foreigners 
will form an Idea o f the Importance of the N a
tion -, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen o f Dublin, 
ought therefore to be Men of fufficient Rank, 
Dignity and Fortune, to receive and entertain 
our chief. Governors, and do Honour to the 
Kingdom. Expofe them to popular Ele&ions, 
and who can forefee to what they may degene
rate ?

Therefore, my Fellow-Citizens, I beg you 
will confider whac you are about. D o .yo u  re  ̂
fleft you are following the Steps of the unfortu
nate Charles Lucas ? If he did well, why was he 
cenfured, and obliged to condemn himfelf to 
perpetual Banifhment ? I f  he deferved Punifh- 
ment, why are you Copiers of his A&ions ? If 
he did not, why do you not petition to have him 
recalled, and brought home in Trium ph ? And 
why do you not now nominate him a Can
didate for your City ? If you do not adt thus, 
you fhould renounce his Principles : But to adopt 
them, and continue to punifh him, I fear may 
be thought fuch an Inconfiftency, as no Body o f  
M en, of equal Dignity with the C I T IZ E N S  O F 
D U B L I N , fhould publicldy Avow.
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