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IF  any o f  my Readers are curious to 
know the Author o f this Letter, they 
may underftand, that he is deiirous o f 
lying concealed ; as the Knowledge o f 

hisPerfon may perhaps fubjeft him toPeribnal 
Abufe-, and can be o f no real Service to the 
Caule of Truth, and iincere Inquiry : But as 
far as a knowledge o f his Circumftances and 
Situation in Life, may gratify'the Curiofity 
o f the Reader, H e may believe, if he 
pleafes, that the Author is one, who for the 
moft part lives retired, in the Country ; em-
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ployed ia his own Bufmefs ; and endeavour
ing to do all the Good ha can ia.his Neigh
bourhood ; yet is never wholly inattentive to 
the Affairs o f the Publick, and the Concerns 
o f his Country : that he is careful to live 
within the Bounds o f  a fmall Fortune, that 
he may at all Times preferve himfelf indepen
dent, and avóid any Temptations to mean 
or fervile Compliances : that he is not fo 
much as known -at rthis -Time to the Lord 
IPrimate, the Speaker, or any other o f the ' 
leading M en in the Kingdom ; nor has he 
any Thoughts o f being farther Tnown to 
any o f them : that he efteems it an Honour 
to be beloved -and tegarded by 3-11 that know 
him ; but would rather approve his Actions 
to his own Heart and Conicience, than to. 
the Judgment o f a capricious-Work! : T hat 
he “lias been uever follicitous for promoting 
Union and Harmony among his Neighbours, 
and Peace and Profperity in his Country ; 
and is' particdarty at this Tim e deeply con
cerned for the'W ounds, which, have been 
given to both, by:our- prefenf Divifions, and 
furious Proceedings' :- T h a t-h e  has not the 
ieaft Ambition to  appear in Print, upon this,

ù À  or.
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or any other Occafion ; being fenfible o f  his 
ow n Defe&s, and conicious o f  his having no 
Pretenfions to appear as a W riter, on this 
Subjeft, fave only from the Uprightnefs o f  
his Intentions : that nothing ihould have in
duced him to put Pen to Paper, but his obfer- 
ving that the Writers on both Sides, (tho’ one 
Side indeed much more than the other) have 
been too much actuated by thç Spirit o f  
P arty ; and that, inftead o f  healing our Sores, 
or flopping our Breaches, many o f  them 
have rather contributed to inflame the one, 
and to widen the other.

A fter Co much by way o f  Preface and A po
logy, I  hope, I  may more eafily find C re
dit in advancing this Pofition ; that the two 
principal Parties, in which the Nation feems 
divided, have been blown up to their prefent 
Pitch o f  Hatred and Ill-will ; not fo much 
from a Difference o f Sentiments, as from a 
Mif-reprefentation, and a Mif-underftanding 
o f the Principles, Tenets, and Views o f 
each other : And that, as it is to be feared, 
that Paffion, Pique, or Prejudice may have 
taken PofTeilion o f the Breafts o f fome emi
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nent M en, on both Sides; fo, it is to be 
hoped, that there may be many honeft M en 
found, who are well-aiïeited to their King 
and Country ; and whofe Attachment to 
this, or that Side, is not owing to felfiih, or 
fordid and partial Motives ; but to a Miftake 
in their judgment, or a Mif-appreheniion o f 
the Pofmons, Confequences, and Views o f 
the others.

>

From this Notion fwhich is at Icaft: a chari
table one ; and: the only one likely to cure our 
Divifions, or allay oitr Animofities ;) I  have 
ventured to ftep forth, and offer myfelf as a 
kind of Moderator in' this Dilpute : And tho* 
I  cannot hope to have any great Influence 
upon fueh as arc aftuated merely by Pique, 
or any other felfiih Paffion, (but on the con
trary muft expect, rather, to offend and pro
voke all fuch, by expofing their Views :) yet 
I  (hall attempt, and would fain hope, to be 
able to remove the mutual Prejudices ot fuch, 
as are honeit and diiinterefted ; and as far as 
any M en have really one and the fame End. 
in View, (namely, the Honour of their King 
and the Good of their-Country,) fa far, so
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bring them towards an Union of AfFetfion ; 
as that they may be able, (at leafl:,) to bear 
with one another, with Patience ; though 
they may have thought it necelTary to purfue 
that one End by different and contradictory 
Means.

With this View I  now write this Letter, 
and I  think I  may take upon me to lay, that 
the beft Writers on each Side do agree in 
the principal Points ; which feem o f molt 
Importance in this Debate; and which there
fore might have been Sufficient to have de
termined the Whole ; had not fome other 
Motives intervened, which helped to warp 
and byais our Judgments.

It is agreed, on both Sides, that not only 
the occafional or additional Supplies, (which 
are ufually granted from Seiiion to Seifion,) 
but alio the feveral Branches o f the Heredi
tary Revenue, (whether derived from the 
Common or Statute Law) were all veiled in 
the Crown, as a Royal Truftee for the 
whole Community ; more particularly, for 
the Support ofHisM ajeily’s Perfon and Dig

nity ;



Aiiy ; for the Maintenance o f the Civil and 
Military Powers ; for the Defence and Pre^ 
fervation o f the Kingdom againft Inteftine 
and Foreign Enemies ; and for its Improve
ment in Trade and Manufactures ; or in ge
neral Term s for the Service o f the Publicly 
and the Benefit o f the whole Nation : I t is 
agreed alfo, that in our Conftitution, the 
King is the vifible Head o f the Community ; 
the regular and (landing Executor of the 
Laws ; and, as fuch, muft therefore have 
the Command of the whole civil and military 
Forces o f the Kingdom, and the Manage
ment and Application o f its Revenues ; and 
that the actual and particular Direction of its 
Forces and Revenues muft therefore be, in 
his Name, and by his Authority :

I t is agreed alio, T hat the Houfe of 
Commons is the Reprefentative of the Peo
ple ; and alfo the King’s grand and national 
Council : T hat, as fuch, it has the Power o f 
granting, or with-holding Supplies ; and ot 
runiihing by Impeachment fuch Mimfters, as 
Hull advii’e a M isapplication thereof: That,
in order to effeft thefe Ends, the Houfc nmi,

confequently
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confêquently have a Power o f calling for, and 
examining into, the Publick Accounts ; not 
only to form Eftimates o f what Supplies may 
be neceiTary for the Publick Service ; but alfo 
to cenfure fuch Min liters as have at any Time 
advifed a Mif-application o f the Paft ; and, 
by modefl: Addreiles to the Throne, to re
commend fuch Methods as feem ufeful, and 
remonftrate againft fuch as feem deftrudtive. 
And, where calm and prudent Advice hum
bly propofed will have no Effect, there to 
give the more effectual Check, o f denying 
future Grants.

\  f  % » 
All thefe Points are plainly confeifcd, or

ftrongly implied in the Writings o f the A u
thors on both Sides ; and, as well to avoid 
multiplying detached Quotations, (which of
ten deceive as alio to ingage my Readers, 
to take a more ièrious Review of what has 
been already wrote on both Sides, and to re- 
confider the Subjeit with greater Attention ;
I  ihall here take them for granted ; and only 
fcici till fuch, as find any difficulty in allow
ing them, for farther Satisfaction, to the fe-
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vcral Pamphlets lately publifhed on this 
Subjeft.

— But, tho’ the above Principles feem to 
be pretty well agreed on, yet it muft be 
owned, that each Party have drawn Con
clurions from them, which are fomewhat 
different ; probably as their Thoughts may 
have been ufed to dwell, either on the 
Dignity o f the Crown, or the Liberty o f the 
Subjedt.

T h e  one, (looking on the King as the 
viiible Head o f the Community, and the 
(landing Executor and Adminiftrator o f thç 
Law s,) think it an Incroachment on his 
Prerogative, and an invading o f his peculiar 
Province in our ConfKtution ; that the Houfe 
o f  Commons fhould (of their own mere 
M otion,) take upon them, to draw up a 
Bill, directing the particular Application o f 
that Treafure, or thofe Funds, which had 
been formerly granted, and before intrufted 
to his Majefty’s Management, for the Sup
port of his Government : T hey look upon 
the Commons interfering in this Matter, as

carrying
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carrying in it the Appearance o f an In -  
Ünuation, that his Majefty had fome how 
abufed the Royal T ruft and Confidence, re- 
pofed in him ; and o f Confequence, that 
fuch an Attempt may be looked upon as af- 
Frontive to his Dignity, and tending to alienate 
the Affetfions o f his Subjefts : A nd there
fore they think it a R ight due to every good 
King, that his Confent and Approbation 
ihould be fir ft had (either by his own free 
and voluntary Declaration, or by his gracious 
Ánfwer to their humble Petition and Addrefs) 
before the Commons fhall prefume to prepare 
or bring in Heads of a Bill, which in their 
Opinion, feem to diveft him o f a conftitutional 
Right, to rob him o f the Glory o f his Admi- 
niftration, and to carry Rudenefs and Affront 
in the Attempt.

T h e  others* looking on the Commons, as
the Reprefentatives of the People, (by whom
Supplies are raifed and paid,) and alfo as the
grand Council o f the King, and as having
confeifedlv exercifed a Power, in any Bill «/ #
for granting of new Supplies, to point out 
and'advifc (in fuch Bill) fome Appropriations,

£  3 or
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ór particular Applications, o f  fo m e  Parts o f 
uch new Supplies ; are inclined to think, 

that the like Power might extend backwards, 
without^ Inconvenience ; and, that they 
might in like M anner take upon them, 
without any OiFence, to point out and ad- 
vile (by bringing in a Bill for that Purpofc,) 
the particular Application o f any Surplus or 
Redundancy, which hath arifen from the 
Funds formerly granted ; without waiting 
for his Majefty’s Leave, or addreffing him 
for Ins Conícnt, or even, (when that Con- 
fenthas been freely offered,) without taking 
any Notice thereof, or paying any Refpcct to 
his Goodnefs therein : Which in their Notion 
would be to compliment away their own 
Rights, and the Liberties o f  the People.

This feems to have been the true Queftion 
in Debate, on the Merits o f which the Com
mittee of the whole Houfe divided ; and choie 
to reject an allow’d ufeful Bill, rather than 
(by paifing it,) feem to pay that acknow
ledgement, which his Majefty expected.

t 12 3 ©
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T hat the King has the general Right o f 
Application is confc/Ied on both Sides ; and 
that the Commons have the Right o f point
ing out or adviiing any particular Application, 
by an humble Petition, or Addrefs, is like- 
wi(e allowed : But whether this Right ex
tends fo far, as to juftify them in bringing in 
a Bill for that Purpoiè, as if by their own 
mere Motion, and without any Acknow
ledgement o f his Majefty’s Right to be pre- 
vioufly confùlted ; this (I muft again repeat 
it) was the Qucftion in Difpute ; And this 
Queftion, with Refpect to the King, was re
puted a Qucftion o f  poiîtîve Right, but, with 
Rcfpect to the Common's, was deem’d by 
many, only a Queftion o f Form, and mere 
Compliment ; bccaufe o f no real Importance 
to the Nation; nor in its Confequences eften- 
tial to the/Liberties o f the People ; and there
fore the rejecting an ufeful Bill, thro’ mere 
Formality, was looked upon by the other 
Side, as carrying Matters with a little too 
high an Hand; and not with inch Reipe<5t as 
was due to'a good and gracious King; cipe- 
cially in a Matter, where (by his Recom

mendation
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mendation) he had paid them the Compli
ment o f joining with him in doing what he 
might by his own mere Motion have folely 
done ; and has accordingly fince aftually done, 
to the general Satisfaction o f his People.

But tho’ this feems to have been the true 
Queftion, upon which the moft knowing of 
the Commons differed ; and upon the Merits 
o f  which, the laft Writers for the Majority 
would now be thought to lay the whole 
Force o f their Arguments : Yet many o f the 
Commons, on both Sides, (with all due re
verence be it fpoken,) as well as many o f their 
Abettors, feem fo far to have miftaken the 
Nature of this Queftion, as to have charged 
their Ántagonifts with holding very abfurd 
^nd unreafonable C onferences ; and fuch 
as are utterly inconfiftent with the Principles 
allowed on both Sides.

✓

T hat many, both in and out of the Houfe,
charsed their Opponents with fuch unfair
C o n f e q u e n c e s ,  is evident from the Debates
and Arguings in the Houfe, as well as from
the Pamphlets fince publiihed, and the cla-
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mours that were raifed both before and fincp 
the Debate in the Houfe.

Some o f the M ajority, and their Defend
ers, argued, that the pailing this Bill would 
have been an Acknowledgement o f  his M a- 
jefty’s abfolute Pow er over the Treafury, 
and his Right to apply the Publiek Revenue 
to any private Uies he pleaied, even the nioft 
inconiiftent with the public Welfare ; the 
Effeft o f which might have been, that a 
wickcd or avaricious Prince might in fome 
future T im e entirely exhauft the T reafury ; 
leave the Kingdom deftitute o f  its Species ; 
and o f  all M eans to carry on its T rade, or 
provide for its Defence. N ow , tho’ this was a 
T opic made Ufe of by many in the Houfe ; 
and tho’ it was the dreadful Apprehenfion o f 
this, which raifed fuch an Outcry againft this 
Bill all over the K ingdom ; yet it mull: be 
plain to all attentive and impartial M en ; that 
there could not be the leaft Foundation in 
Reafon for this apprehended C o n fe re n c e  : 
becaufe the Advocates for the Prerogative 
claimed no Power for his M ajeity over the
Treafury ; but (as a Royal T rullee) for the

Publick
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Publick Service ; and as accountable to the 
Publick : And becaufe it was notorious, that 
during his prefent Majcfty’s long Reign, 
there never had been any Abufc or Mif-ap- 
plication o f the public Treafure ; nor had his 
Majcfty ever refufed to íubmit' the Publick 
Accounts to the Infpeifion o f  his faithful 
Commons ; or ever demanded any greater 
Supplies, than what they themfelves fhould 
judge ncccfTary : And, i f  it ihould ever hap
pen, that any future King ihould, (by ill 
Advice, or other wife,) be tempted to a Mif- 
application o f  the publick Revenue ; an ealy 
and effectual Remedy was then at Hand ; it 
being allowed, on both Sides, that the Com
mons might not only humbly remonftrate 
againu it, but alio flop the additional Duties 
io mifapplied ; and even proceed to impeach 
fuch Miaillers, as ihould advife fuch Mif-ap- 
plication. So that in T ru th  fuch a Confe
r e n c e  was laid to the Charge o f the Pream
ble to this Bill, without the lead: Grounds, 
either, from Reafon, or Experience ; and the 
Fears o f it v^ere imaginary, wild, and chi
merical ; tho’ to them were chiefly owing 
the Clamours railed againft it all over the 
Nation. On

( i6 )
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On the other hand, fome o f the Minority, 
and their Defenders, argued, that the reject
ing this Bill, feemed to arrogate to the Com
mons an Independency, both, on his M a
jefty, and his Kingdom o f England ; that it 
looked like taking upon them to be the E xe
cutors of our Laws, inftead of the King ; 
and to change our Conftitution, from a 
ftrong and well-temper’d Monarchy, to a
weak and licentious Republick.

.............. <*. f .. n;cr a ' .1
J  • * V  i  t  '  '  *■ ^  *■* r . *

And yet, if the main Queftion in Debate 
be impartially confidered, the Fears of this 
alfo were imaginary ̂ and without a fuiEcienc 
Foundation. For, tho’ the Majority claimed 
a Right o f adviiing .and pointing out to his 
Majefty, by the Heads of a Bill, fuch parti
cular Applications o f any Surplus in the T rea- 
fury, as they judged falutary to the Kingdom, 
by their own mere Motion ;-and without pay
ing any Regard, or taking any Notice o f his 
Majefty’s previous Confcnt, (to whofe D i£  
pofal thofe Funds had been before intrurted ;) 
yet ftill they allowed an Approbation, or 
Negative in his Majefty, before fueh their

C Advice



Advice could take Effeft, or have the Force 
o f a Law  ; fo that the Pow er of controuling 
or over-ruling their Advice was ftill in his 
Majefty ; and in this Light the Conteft o f 
many ieem’d to have been ; whether his M a- 
jcfty’s Gonfent ought to be fignified, previ
ous to the Motion in the Houfe, or whether 
his fubfequent Confent to the Bill, (when 
prepared and tranfmitted) ihould be deemedr  /T* • t
lumcient*

Upon the Whole then, the bare paffing or 
1 ejecting o f this Bill, upon Account o f  the 
added Preamble (which recites his Majefty’s 
previous Content and Recommendation ;) 
does not feem to have been neceiïàrily fraught 
with fuch terrible Confequences, as the 
Abettors o f each Side would fix upon the 
■other : And they may in great Meafure have 
•arifen, on both Sides, from a Mif-apprchen-
fîon o f the real Queftion in debate, and its 
natural Tendency.

W hen the Queftion is impartially confi
de red, it muft be allow’d ; that in all fuch 
Funds as are granted in general Terms (with
out any particular Appropriation) for the

Support
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Support o f Government; there his Majcfty 
bv our Conftitution hath the pofltivc and ac
tual Right and Title o f ordering and applying 
,hc Money which hath anfcn from thole 
Funds, to fuch particular Ufes o f Govern
ment, as He in his Difcrcuon lhall think 
proper; but ftiil, as a Trullee for the Pnb- 
lick; and as accountable to the Publick . 
A nd every good King will at all Times be 
pleafcd with the Advice o f his Commons , 
provided it be tendered in a proper Manner, 
and with a due Refpeft to that _ peculiar 
Power, in our Community, which our 
Conftitution and Laws have given him, and 
which the Dignity and Authority oi his 
Crown requires. But with refpeft to the 
Funds already granted, and the Money ac
tually in the Treafury, it is feared, that his 
Maiefty may think it a little odd ; that his 
Commons ihould take upon them (of their 
own mere Motion, and by Heads of a Bill) 
to refume thofe Grants already made ; and to 
direft the Application o f the Money already 
veiled in him; efpecially, when he has ever 
{hewn himfelf difpofed to aik, and be ch-
rcftcd bv, their Advice, upon all propci 

J c  a  Occafions ;
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Occafions ; and particularly, on ^  Q  
fion has condelc ended to aft their Advice ; 
A nd to recommend to them, and dcftre the'

ScT mT m " ‘ ^ “'-Applicadon rf
the Ptibltck M oney, which ]le might have 
made by his own foie Authority ; I „  fuch 
Cafe, niuft not his Majefty „ ,f n l  k  ^

able to Order, and highly becoming his
Commons that fome Notice ihould be ta
ken and iomc Rcfpeit ftew n; (0 tI, es “
Gondeícenííon ; wherein he feems m 
1“ ■ * &  o f  being the J Z Z Z  Z

in  the Grants o f  new or additional San-
* H e a ,W s hls Commons to appropri

ate or point out the Application, as
larly as they pleafe; and claims no R i„ h to f  
Application in himfelf, but (as the Public!

Truftee) where the F u n d s  are granted in .e !
- n l  for the publick Service : And even in

acknowledges Himfeif, and his Sa
vants, accountable to the Commons ; and 
«hat tnthem  is the Right, not only o f  punift. 
tng im  Servants, but ofremonrtratingfo him-

fclft



fclf, and (if neceiTary) o f lelTenîng or flop
ping fuch new and additional Funds.

And this furcly muft cut off all Apprehen- 
fion and Danger of thofe future and imaginary 
Misapplications, which have (hiked round 
the Land, like the nightly Apparitions o f 
the Vulgar, in gigantic Sizes, and in alt 
Kind o f frightful and terrifying Shapes.

On the other Hand, it muft be allowed, 
and is confeiTed, that the Commons have the 
Right of granting or with-holding all new or 
additional Supplies - and that in fevcral o f 
the granting Bills, they have taken upon 
them to point out the Application to fuch 
particular Uiès as they judged proper, with
out its being ever objected to by his M a- 
jefty : T hey  have been alfo allowed to ad- 
drefs his Majefty, and often to recommend 
to his Bounty, fuch particular Applications 
ot the Public Money, as they thought con
venient, and I believe have feldom been re • 
fufed, when fuch AddreiTcs have been pro
perly tranfmitted : but to take upon them, 
by drawing up Heads o f a Bill, to appropri

ate
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ate to particular Ufcs, any Surplus or Redun
dancy in the Treafury: (the Application o f  
which, had been before intruded to his Ma- 
jefty .) This it is feared he will look upon as 
invading his Province, and therefore, tho’ 
he will be at all times ready to join with his 
Commons in fuch an Application ; yet he 
may expeft, that they ihould not, of their 
own mere Motion, and without his Confent, 
take it upon them; bccaufe there may be fe- 
veral Ufes o f Government, for which his 
Maiefty may intend that Surplus ; and, if it 
ihould be otherwife applied by the Com
mons, thofe Opportunities may be loft, and 
the Nation thereby fuffcr. Whereas, tho' 
the Commons ihould claim no fuch Right o f 
interfering in his Majefty’s Adminiftration, 
nor of applying to any particular Ufe, any 
Surplus which they find in the Treafury, but 
leave, that, according to the original Truft, 
in the Hands of his Majcfty ; yet it could be 
attended with no poiTiblc Inconvenience to 
ttfc Nation, becaufe, when the publick A c
counts come before them, they may very 
properly conildcr fuch Surplus then actually
in the Treafury, (or Arrear oudlanding on

any
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any of the Branches of the Revenue,) as a 
Balance in his Majefty’s Hands, ready to be 
applied by him to the Service o f the Publick; 
and therefore, in laying on new or additional 
Supplies, for the infuing Years, may make 
thoie Supplies fo much lefs, than wou’d be 
otherwife Neccifary, (in cafe there had been 
no Surplus or Balance in the Treafury,) or 
they may in the granting Bill appropriate fuch 
Parts o f the new Supplies, as they may 
judge neceifary for anfwering any particular 
Purpofe, not ufualiy provided for under 
the general Denomination o f the Publick 
Service.

And all this being allowed by the Advo
cates for the Prerogative, will be as effectual 
for the Service and Benefit o f the Nation, as 
if the Commons had the Right of aftually ap
plying fuch Surplus ; and alfo muft: ever be a 
a T ye upon the Crown, fufficient to prevent 
any iuch Mif-application, as fomc Men fecm 
willing to forebode.

So that in Truth, had this Bill paffed with
out any Oppofition on Account of the Pre

amble ;
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amble; and had the Recital o f his Majefty’s 
previous Confent been an cxprefs Acknow
ledgement o f  his Prerogative ; and his Power 
o f  applying the Publick Trcafure to fuch 
Ufes o f Government as H e in his Difcretion 
thought proper ; yet confidering the Checks 
and T. yes which the Commons have, botlr, 
on his Majefty and his Ministers, in Cafe o f 
any Mif-application ; I cannot ice any proba
ble Inconveniericics likely to have ariien from 
it ; nor any real Caufe for the fmallcft Part 
o f  that Heat and Animofity, which it has 
given Occafion to. And had the Abettors 
o f  cach Side behaved with Calmnefs, and 
made a candid Allowance for their different 
ways o f thinking, there wou’d have been no 
harm done ; nor any Offence taken ; but 
each might have injoy’d their different Per- 
fuafions, quietly, and without occafioning 
any Difturbancc to the Peace o f Society; and 
every Member o f the Houfe o f Commons 
might have voted, according to his Judg
ment, without Danger of incurring his M a
jefty’s Diipleafure, on the one Hand ; or, 
on the other, o f being condemned by his 
Conftituents, as a Betrayer o f his Country.

But
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dLt w hen a Clamour was previoufly raifed 
without Doors, againft his M ajefty and his 
Servants, as having artfully laid Schemcs for 
obtaining an unlimited Pow er over the T rea - 
fury ; a Pow er quite new , and unknown to 
our Conftitution : W hen they were reprc- 
fented, as juft ready to Tranfport into G rcat- 
Britain  all the Treafurc o f  this Nation, in 
order to be employed there in influencing the 
approaching Elections» to the Ruin o f  both 
Kingdoms : W hen the Lord Lieutenant and 
other Officers o f the State were openly libel
led in a mean, porterly, fcurrilous M anner : 
W hen the whole Minority were charged with 
being bribed and corrupted, and hooted at as 
the Betrayers o f their Country : W hen pub
lick Feafts were inftitutcd, and AiTociations 
made, to ftrengthcn a Party ; and when at 
thefe Meetings, Bonfires were publickly ex
hibited, and D rink given in large Quantities 
to influence the M ob ; by which M ethods 
many were fpirited up, to inlult the Govern
ment, and intimidate all the Friends thereof : 
A nd when by printed Accounts thefc riotous 
Proceedings w ere propagated over the King-
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dom ; in older to raiie the fame licentious 
Spirit in every T ow n  and County of it : 
T hen  indeed it became our Governors to 
take fome Notice o f  fuch tumultuary Pro-* 
ceedings, and to iiTue their Proclamation, a- 
gainft the Incendiaries and Difturbers o f the 
publick Peace; then every fober and thinking 
M an looked about him with Concern, and 
anxious Sollicitude, for the Confuiions, 
which fuch mad Practices mull Occailon.

As far as fuch a Behaviour has been found 
in either Party ; fo far they are moft certainly 
to blame ; however Innocent they might have 
keen in eipouiing this, or that Side o f the 
Queftion : And as for as fuch Methods have 
blinded the Judgment, or influenced the 
Opinion o f any Man ; fo far he is Criminal, 
and has been a&uated by improper Motives, 
whether he declares for the Prerogative o f thç 
Kjng, or for the Power o f  the People.

W hich Side has been the moil Faulty in 
thefe Reipeits, is ealy for an impartial Ob- 
ferver to determine $ but not fo ealy for 
çîther Side to be brought to acknowledge,

either
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cither in their Friends, or in themfelves. 
Let each o f us then ceaie to recriminate one 
another, and rather choofe to look into our 
own Hearts ; and, as far as we have Realon 
either to condemn, or to acquit ourielves o f  
Partiality in forming our own Judgments ; 
io far let us learn to compailionate the Imper
fections or failings of others ; and t<* make a 
charitable Allowance for their different ways 
o f thinkingi

T he  Matter in itfelf (though it had been 
decided either wray) never cou’d have been 
productive of fuch formidable Effects, as each 
fide were taught to apprehend from it : Any 
Man who coniidered it in its true Light, 
might honeftly have given his Opinion for or 
againft the Bill, without being an Enemy, 
either, to his King, or to his Country.*

T he mo ft ftrenuous Advocates for the 
King’s Prerogative, yet allow’d in the Houfe 
ot Commons a Right o f addreiling his M a- 
jefty upon all proper Occafions, and on all 
Subjefts ; and particularly o f pointing out and 
advifing in fuch Addrefs the Application of

D  3 ftny
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any Surplus in the Treafury, and o f remon- 
ftrating againft a wrong one ; and alio o f cal
ling to Account and punifhing any Minifter 
w ho ihould advife fuch wrong Application ; 
and, on failure o f fuch gentle Methods, then 
o f denying all future Grants.

O n the other Hand, they who contended 
moft ftrongly for a Right in the Commons of 
bringing in and preparing (of their own mere 
M otion) a Bill for applying fuch Surplus in the 
Treafury ; yet always allow’d in hisMajefty a 
Right of rejecting that Bill if he pleafed, and 
o f applying fuch Surplus in fuch other Man- 
ner, a? he ihould judge more Expedient for j  

the Service o f the Publick. j

So that, each fide allowing fuch a Check 
in the other, as was fufficient to guard againfl: 
and prevent any Abufe in either ; tho* there 
was fome little diverfity in their Opinions on 
this Point; yet it would be very unfair, merely 
from that diverfity o f Opinion, either to 
charge the one with an Intention to deftroy 
the Prerogative of the Crown, or the otter
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with a Defign to betray the Liberties o f the 
People.

All therefore, on either Sidc> who have 
been weakly alarmed with the Apprchenfions 
o f  Danger, from the Principles o f the other 
Side, may fee froin hence, how much Rea- 
fon they have, to let fall their imaginary 
Fears, and to lay aiide their mutual upbraid- 
ings : And as far as they have been induced 
by luch imagined Danger, either to traduce 
the Adminiftration, or their Brethren ; fo fir 
let them confefs their Miftakes, and make Re
paration to both, by a contrary Behaviour ; 
and let us all learn from hence to be more vi
gilant for the future, and not to be fo eafily 
led into Parties; left, by fuch Folly and 
Raihnefs, we become the Dupes o f artful 
Men, and are made ufe of, only as Tools, to 
promote their factious and felfiih Defigns.

And as farasanyfuchdifgufted ordifappoint- 
ed Statefmen have been at the bottom of our 
lateFeuds ; and through Refentment or other 
felfiih Views, have blown up the Coals o f 
Contention among us ; it ftands them upon,
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(as they will Anfwer it to God and their own 
Confciencc, or to their King and their Coun
try ,) to labour now with as much Induftry to 
undeceive their weak, but well-meaning Bre
thren* as they have heretofore ufed all kind 
o f  Artifice, (with loud Cries o f Danger,) to 
delude and deceive them*

T his is the Method they ihould take* in 
order to put a Stop to the Flames they have 
already kindled. This is the leaft that iiich 
Incendiaries can do, in order to make fbme 
Attonement for the Wafte and Ravage they 
have already committed upon the Publick 
Peace. This is what their King and Coun
try have a Right to expert o f them. And 
this is what every M an, who has been de
ceived himfelf, or has contributed to deceive 
others, muft have the Honcfty and Refolution 
to perform ; if lie wou’d be reputed a good 
Subject to his King, or a Friend to his 
Country.

On the other Hand, if fuch Men will go 
on ftill farther to imbroil the whole Kindom,* 
through their fa&ious and ambitious Attempts

for
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for Power and Place, I  fee nothing in Prof- 
peft before us, but the Ruin and Defolation 
o f our unhappy Country ; and that this once 
flouriihing Iiland ihall loon become another 
Corftca,

I  thought here to have finiihed, and to 
have put an End to the Reader’s, and 'my 
own Trouble, But upon a Review o f the 
Fails produced by the different Writers ou. 
this Subject, and their Manner o^Reafoning 
on thofe Fads, in order to eftabliih the dif
ferent Points they contend for, I have taken 
up my Pen to make fome further Obferva- 
tions.

As to the Faits, it muft be allow’d, that 
there are fome certain ones, which feem to 
favour the different Pofitions of thefe A u
thors; and which therefore may be brought 
as fome kind o f Precedents for each of them, 
But ftill the general Right o f the Crown to 
be the Executor of our Laws, and Direilor 
o f the F orces and Trcaflire of the Kingdom, 
muft remain inviolate ; otherwife our Confti-

tution
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tution is altered, and fo far becomes a Re- 
publick.

O n the other Hand, the general Right of 
the Commons to grant or with-hold Supplies, 
and to examine into Mif-applications and 
Abufes in the Adminiftration, muft remain 
equally inviolate ; otherwife our Monarchy, 
from being a limited one, fo far becomes ab^
folute. t

As to the Reafoning from Facts, I  cannot: 
but obferve many fpecious Fallacies in the 
Authors of two Pamphlets : T he one, inti
tled, Remarks on the Confide rat ions ; the 
other, The ‘Proceedings o f the Hon. Hoiife 
oj' Commons vindicated : T. o point out all 
thefe, and to lay them fully open to my 
Readers, might require more Time and Pams 
than I care to fpend on them ; and after all, 
being many of them foreign to the Purpofe, 
would contribute little to the real Merits of 
the Caufe, or be of any Ufe, unlefs to 
amufe fupcrficial Rcadcis»
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But there is one very remarkable Fallacy, 
which runs thro’ 40 or 50 Pages in both 
thefe Authors, and therefore may feem to 
call for a more particular Animadverfion. 
T h e y  give us a long Detail, or Hiftorical 
Account o f  the Houfe o f  Commons, (in 
every Seflion fince the Revolution,) having 
conftantly called for, examined into, and 
ftated the Publick Accounts ; and in the M e
thod o f ftating thofe Accounts, having regu
larly applied* or brought, to the Credit o f 
the Nation, any Ballance which happened to 
remain in the Treafury, or any Arrear .which 
happened to be out-ftanding on any o f the 
Branches o f  the Revenue, as well the H ere
ditary, as the additional Funds: A nd  this 
was ccrtainly very regular and right in an 
Account. But from hence thefe Authors 
very fophiftically argue, that the Commons 
did" actually direct the Application o f  fuch 
Ballance, or fuch Arrear, and not.the King.

Whereas indeed the Commons did not 
lake upon them to apply fuch Ballance or 
Arrear, to any particular Ufes, (whether of

£  thq
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the Government or othcrwilï,) but only an- 
P ic it in Account to the Credit o f the Pub- 
hek, (as indeed any Accomptant muft have 
done,) and there left it on the Account, as 
lo much Caih on Hand, or Arrear due, and 
ready for his Majefty, to apply to any o f the 
Lies o f  Government, as H e in his Difcre- 
tion thought moil expedient for the Service 
of the Publick.

I  J low  indeed, that the Commons (in or
der to form their Eftimates o f the Quantum 
neceftary for the additional Supply,) gene
rally (tho’ not always) took into their A c
count, whatever Ballance appeared on Hand, 
or Arrears due ; and to this they added, the 
computed Produce o f  the Hereditary Reve
nue ; and then laid on fuch additional Duties, 
as they judged fufficient (together with the 
formei) to anfwer the Eicpences o f Govern
ment ; and particularly in 1717, when they 
found the Nation involved in Debt, (from 
the V ote o f  Credit given the foregoing SeA 
iion,) they then laid on fuch farther addi
tional Duties, as (according to iheir Compu
tation) might be fufHcient to anfwer die E x-

pences
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pences o f Government, and alfo to difcharge 
the Intereft and Principal o f  the National 
D ebt.

[ 35 1

Some Years afterwards, the National D ebt 
ftill encreafing, and a large Arrear being due 
to the Civil and Military Eftabliihment, fo as 
to lay the Governm ent under Difficulties, 
they then thought proper to borrow other 
Sums o f  M oney, and farther increafed the 
additional Duties ; and at length appropriated 
particular and diftinft Duties, for payment o f  
the Interefl: and Principal o f  the M oney lent 
the Nation, leaving the old additional Duties 
(as formerly) for the Support o f  Govern
ment.

I t may be obferved here, that from the 
T im e o f this Appropriation, the Accounts, 
both o f the Produce and Application o f  the 
Loan-Funds, were always kept diftinft, and 
never mixed with thofe o f  the Government 
Funds : tho ’ after thefe diftinft Accounts 
were made up, and their diftinft Ballances 
ftruck, a general A bftrait was ufually made 
o f  the Whole, in order to find out what was
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the real National Debt, that fo a proper Pro? 
viilon might be made for it. But tho’ the 
Ballance arifing from the Government Funds 
was fome Years pretty large, yet we don’t 
find that the Commons ever took upon them 
to apply that Ballance : Whatever was done 
o f that Sort, was always done by the King.

But in the Year 1749, (for the firft Time) 
the Commons prepared a Bill for applying 
Part o f this Ballance, arifing from the G o
vernment Funds, in discharge o f a Part of the 
Loan.

N ow  it may be obferved, that in this Bill, 
there was no plain Avowal, (nor even any 
Intimation) o f the Commons claiming any 
Right to be the firft Movers, or Directors, o f 
fuch an Application; on the contrary, as 
M ention was made in the Bill, of its being 
agreeable to his Majefty’s Intentions, (with
out diftinguiihing, whether thofe Intentions 
had been any how fignified to them, or only 
prefumed upon,) therefore we i:nd the Bill
was agreed to by his Majefty> ^nd returned

(without
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(without Alteration) in the very Form in 
which it had been fent over.

Since the Commons claimed no Right in 
themfelves, and o f their own mere Motion, 
to prepare iuch a Bill ; but expreiTed its being 
agreeable to the King’s Intentions, his Majel- 
ty had no Reaion to objeft to it. And theie- 
fore, tho’ it has been claimed as a Precedent 
in favour o f the Commons, yet it is ceitainly 
againft them, However, for the pi eicnt, let 
it be fuppoied to be doubtful, and no Set els
be laid upon it. But then,

In  the Scffion o f 1 7 when the Com 
mons defigncdly dropp’d all Acknowledge
ment o f  his M ajcfty’s previous Confcnt, tho* 
it had been exprefsly fignified to them ; then 
indeed his Majefty judged it proper, that luch 
Acknowledgement fhould be iniiftcd on ; 
and accordingly a Claufe o f that Nature was 
inferted in the Bill renamed from England ; 
and the fame was paifed unanimouily in the 
Houfe of Commons, without one Objection 
or Proteft. Here then the Matter is con
firm’d, in the moil plain and expreis M anner
pofliblc, by every Branch of the Legiilaturc, 
^ which
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which furely is a Precedent of the greateil 
Weight, and moft undoubted Authority ; 
though fet at nought by the two Authors I  
have named, and by one o f them termed 
fpurious. In  the Seiîion o f 1753, his Ma* 
jefty alio fignified his Conient, and recom
mended it to the Commons, that the Nation
al Debt ihould be paid out o f the Treafury ; 
and could not but expert, that the fame A c
knowledgement which had been unanimoufly 
paiTed in 1751, ihould now be originally in
ferred in this new Bill : But on the contrary 
the Houfe of Commons did not in this new 
Bill fo much as thank his Majefty for his Re
commendation o f  it, (as they had done in the 
Bill o f the former SeiTions ;) but proceeded, 
(without the leaft Notice o f fuch Recommen
dation, ) as if, from their own mere Motion, 
and by their lole Authority, they had a Right 
to apply the Surplus in the Treafury, with-> 
out confuking his Majefty,

T o  this Bill, thus prepared in a Manner 
which fome interpreted Rudcnefs, his Maje
fty only added the very fame Preamble, 
which had been unanimouily paiTed the for-.

mer
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hier Seífion : A nd moreover accompanied it 
with a Letter, iiom his Privy Council o f  
England, fetting forth the Rcafons o f  fuch 
Addition. A nd, merely for the lake o f  this 
Preamble, an ufcful and neceflàiy Bill was re
jected, by a fmall M ajority, and in direct 
Oppofition to their own unanimous Proceed
ings in the former Seffion o f  1751. And 
this, we are told, hath given great Offence 
to his M ajefty, and his Privy Council o f  
England.

But it is injurious to his M ajcity’s G ood- 
nefs to entertain fuch a Notion, that he can 
be offended with his faithful Commons, for 
a Difference in Opinion, or a Miftake in 
Judgment ; and in a nice Point too, which 
feem’d not to have been fo well underitood 
at the T im e, nor fo accurately explained as it 
has fince been.

So that, if  his M ajefty be really dilpleafed 
at us, it muft be for our riotous and feditious 
Proceedings before and iince; rather than for 
our not clearly apprehending, or perfectly dif- 
ccrning, the exait Limits, or nice Boun

dary
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dary, between his Prerogative, and the rights 
and Liberties o f his People.

H ad this Rejection therefore been attended 
with no tumultuary Meetings in the C ity; had 
it been immediately accompany’d by a duti
ful and loyal Addrefs to his Majefty, humbly 
fetting forth the Reafons of fuch Rejection, it 
might rationally have been alcribed to a M i- 
(lake in Judgment, or a Change in Temper, 
(brought on us by the Inconftancy o f our 
Climate,) or to any other Caufe, rather than 
to Difaffeaion to his Majefty, or difregard to 
his Minifters : But when bafe Infinuations 
inftantly flew through the Kingdom ; when 
fcurrilous Invectives were thrown directly in 
the Face of his Majefty’s Servants ; when 
Libels againft them were daily publiihed and 
hawked about the Streets ; whcnlnfuks were 
offered them in every publick Place, without 
the leaft Regard to Decency or good Man
ners ; and when the greateit Art and Indui- 
try was ufed to halloo and hunt down eveiy 
loyal Subjeift, who would not join in the 
Cry : T hen  indeed there feemed Grounds 
to fufpect, that fomething more, than a bare
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Miftake in the Underftanding, or a varia- 
blenefs in the T em per, might poffibly have 
been at the Bottom o f all this ; even a fettled 
Pique and Malice towards fome Perfons, w ho 
feem to have been particularly diihnguiihed 
with a large Share o f his M ajefty’s Favour and 
C ountenance ; and this C onjetfüre is juftified 
from the Confeffion o f o n e  o f the Writers I  
have mentioned, in the Fourth Part o f  us 

Remarks, Page, 46.

A nd yet, though fome leading M en might, 
have been aauated by felfiih Paillons,  ̂ G od 
forbid, that we ihould Judge all, w ho joined 
in Opinion with them, to have been influenc
ed by the like Motives.

W e are all apt to think well o f  our Friends 
and Relations ; w e are prone to judge fa
vourably o f  the Principles and A aion s o f  our 
Acquaintances ; this infenfibly lays a byafs 
on our M inds, and inclines us, to approve 
o f  their Opinions, and to juftify their C o n 
du it : by converfing only w ith fuch, w e pre
clude ourfelves from any O pportunity o t 
know ing the Sentiments, or judging impar*
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tially o f the Reafons o f the Conduit o f others ; 
and efpecially, if  any Pains have been taken,
to imprefs upon our Minds a Notion o f the
Publick Spirit o f  our own Party, and o f the 
felfifhnefs o f our Adverfaries.

In  iuch a Situation, it is no eaiy Matter to 
divert ourfelves o f  our Prepoffeifions in Fa
vour o f our own Friends, or o f our Preju
dices againit others : And yet, unlels we will 
do fo, our Minds will not be open to C on
viction ; nor can there be any Hopes o f  our 
finding out the T ru th ; or any Profpect of our 
acting right*

L e t us then charitably hope, that there 
may be honefi: M en and good Patriots on both 
Sides ; let us in the Spirit o f Meeknefs in- 
itruft fuch as oppofe our Principles ; but not 
mark out one another for Infults, by affixing 
Names o f Reproach ; let us not charge all 
who rejefted the Bill with Madnefs or Folly 3 

as aâuated by Frenzy, or made the Dupes 
o f  Villains ; nor all thofe who wou’d have 
failed the Bill, as cajoled by the Pro
mîtes, or terrified by the Threats o f the

Court ;
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C ourt : L e t us make a mutual Allowance 
for our different Sentiments on this Head ; 
and though Knaves and Hypocrites will often 
ftrengthen them/èlves, by throwing out Lures 
for honeft M en to Affociate with them, yet 
let us not brand a whole Party, as Rogues 
and Import or* ; nor condemn one another, 
by Troops, and Companies,

Some Things have lately happened, which 
may help to open our Eyes, and let us fee, 
that neither his M ajefty, nor his Minifters 
are fuch Enemies to our Country, as they
have been reprefented.

/

W hen a Breach was made upon Credit 
by the Failure o f  Dillon and F ar re I, and 
fuch a Run follow’d upon all the Banks, as 
mud foon have put . a flop to all T rade, and 
thrown us into a general Confuflon ; w ho 
were they, who immediately ftep’d forward ; 
and were the firft to fet themfelves in the 
G ap ; and by their Influence effectually re- 
ftored our finking Credit ? Was it not thq 
Lord Lieutenant, the Lord Primate, the Lord 
Shelburne, M r. Rowley t and many other

F  3 Gentlemen
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Gentlemen who have been ftigmatized as 
Enemies to this Country ? All thofe others 
who afterwards joined in that good Work, 
ought not indeed to be forgot ; — but thefe 
•were the firft, who laid their Shoulders to it, 
and to whom chiefly qur Thanks are due.

And when the Majority of the Commons, 
rejected the Bill for Payment of the National 
Debt, (though they knew, they had made 
no other Provifion for it ;) has not his Maje
fty generouily palled over, what might have 
been interpreted, as an Affront offered to 
him ; and, in kindnefs to our Country, or
der’d it to be immediately paid? hereby cauf- 
ing a Circulation o f Caih, and fupporting 
the Honour and Credit o f the Nation.

Thefe are Inftances of Affeftion to our 
Country, which carry Conviction along with 
them ; and, unlefs we are refolved obftinate- 
ly to ihut our Eyes, muft plainly point out 
to us, that his Majefty’s Goodnefs is fupe- 
rior to All Refentment ; and that, even in the 
midft o f the Court, there may be Patriots
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T he Lord Lieutenant and others have 
thus lupported our finking Credit, and given 
a new Spring to Trade and Commerce ; and 
his Majefty, by ordering the National Debt 
to be paid, has given us a ftrong Proof, that 
the Publick Faith and Intcreft o f this King
dom lie near his Heart ; and his doing this, . 
after fuch a feeming Indignity offered to him, 
may convince us, that he efteems it his 
Glory, to pafs over a Tranfgrcifion.

L et us then imitate fuch noble, fuch Royal 
Examples ; and fhow his Majefty, that we 
alfo can conquer our Paillons ; and laying a- 
fidc our Pride, Envy, Anger, Revenge, 
with all their furious EfFetf s ; can now again 
pay a due Regard to his Miniftcrs, and all 
thofe whom he is pleafed to honour with di- 
ftinguifhed Marks of his Favour : T hat we 
can now join with chearfulnefs, in promot
ing Pcace and Union among one another, 
Sobriety and Induftry among our Manufac
turers and Labourers, and Religion and Loy
alty among all Ranks of our People. I f  we 
can convince our Lord Lieutenant, that fuch
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a Tem per and fuch a Conduit is likely to 
prevail among us, we may then hope to be 
reprefented to his Majefty in fuch a light, as 
to obtain his gracious Pardon for whatls paft,
and to be reftored to our former Place in his
Favour and Affeítion.

But if, on the contrary, we go on ftill to 
infult our Governors; abufe the principal 
Officers o f the State ; ipirit up the Popu
lace to Rioting and Tum ults; and fet the 
whole Kingdom at variance : What can we 
expect, but to feel his Majefty’s Difplcafure ?

W e all know, that a neighbouring King
dom looks with a jeajous Eye upon the In- 
creaie o f our Linen Manufacture ; they are 
our Rivals in that Branch ofBufinefs ; would 
be glad o f an Occafion to cramp it ; and will 
not fail to make their Advantage, o f any feem- 
ing Undutifulnefs in us, or any Refcntmcnt 
o f  his Majefty towards us.

For our own Sakes then, let us learn to be 
wile in Time ; and laying afide all Pique and 
Rcfentment, all Party Quarrels and Animo-

iities,
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fities, let us unite in Love and mutual good 
Offices one to another ; and in all fuch A c
tions, as are naturally expreifive o f  Loyalty 
to his Majefty, and Refpcct to his Miniftersi 
A nd let us not, by a contrary Behaviour, 
draw down on ourfelves, and on our Chil
dren, fuch Difcouragements from his M aje- 
fty’s Refentment, and fuch Mifchiefs from our 
ow n frowardnefs, as w e may all live to 
regret.

I  have done ; and hope that all, w ho fin- 
cerely regard the Welfare o f  this Kingdom, 
will excufe the Freedom, and Pardon the 
W armth o f  fome Expreilions in this L etter ; 
for they have been really extorted from me, 
by an affectionate Concern, for my Country, 
and for my Countrymen.

March 16, Farewell,
1754*

H I B E R N I C U S .
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