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C H E V A L  I E  Rs
h o p e s -

A n  affair of great Importance is no fooner 
undertaken by any one, than all Perfon* 
and Parties, according as they are more or 

lefs concerned in the Event, become, in propor
tion, ioilicitous to Enquire, what hopes he may 
have ot Succefs ; fome, becaufe they affeit his 
Caufe, others, becaufe they hate it and fear him ; 
and not a few, who are little influenced by the juftice 
of any caufe, would however be glad to know the 
Strength of his, that they might the better Judge 
on which fide to feek for their own fafety or A d
vancement.

There are, no doubt on’t, many perfons, who 
know much better than the writer of this Pamphlet, 
Wiiat reafons that young Man, who is now making 
War in North Britain on one of the moil powerful 
Monarch* in Europe, may have to expedt Succefs ; 
but there is a far greater Number equally concerned^ 
yet totally ignorant of thofe reafons, who by means 
ot that Ignorance may be tampered with on this 
occafion by deiigning Perfons, and in the End un
done, For their Information, and withanhoneil 
View to their real Welfare, the Hopes of this bold 
Adventurer, are as fairly and fully fet Forth in the 
following Paper, as can be expected from one, 
who is not of his Privy Council.
. In the firft Place, as his Majefty King George 
>s engaged in a W ar with France and Spain, hit 
<- 'Jices on die Continent give no inconfiderable ob- 
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<ftruftion to the Am bitious views o fth eH o u feo t
Bourbon, while his Arms at Sea, are daily cutting 
oif from it the Sinews of W ar, and ruining us 
Trade : T o  rid itfelf of thefe obftruóhons, no 
method fo promifing prefents itfelf as to fet us to
gether by the Ears, and find us W ork at home, 
and for thi" Purpofe, no Inftrument is judged fo 
proper as that Pretender to the Crown of thele 
Kingdoms, whom France and Spain have fo long 
defoifed apd renounced in recognizing his Prc^ ^  
M ic fty ’s, and his Father’s Title to the aforeikid 
Crovvn, not to mention that of Queen Anne, King 
Will-.am and Queen Mary. The King of France 
thus reafons with himfelf. I f  I can, by means of 
the Chevalier de St. George, raife a civúW ar m 
in Great Britain, altho’ that W ar ihould End in 
his Ruin, yet in the mean Time it will oblige my 
Enemy to withdraw his Forces from Flanders and 
leave me the remainder of that Country an eafy 
Conqueft in the Spring -, it will alio force mrn to 
recall his Fleets to defend his own Coaits, and 
once again open the Seas to my Merchants, that is, 
to my Favors ; and if for this purpofe I employ 
the Chçvalkr’s Son, perhaps ashe isdeicended from 
a Poliih Family by the Mother’s fide, the attempt 
in his Favour may be made u f e  of with the Diet 
o f Poland, to hinder that Nation from efpoufing 
the A ûpian  Intereft next Campaign. But in Cale 
the Chevalier ihould by my Afiiftance and
■mount the Throne of Great Britain, I ihall then 
have what Terms from him I pleafe, his Proteftant 
Subiefts will render his PoiTeiTion fo infecure, 
that Without my Support lie will never be able to
maintain it, he m u i t  therefore not ortly reimburfe
me all my Expences, and Pay me- for all my ber- 
vices in the moil ample Manner, but he mult give 
me all the Advantages in Trade I ihall aik, my 
Wines muft pafs into all the Britiih Ifles free from 
Duty th' ir W ool muft be fuffered to fall into the 
I lands of my Manufacturers at my own Price, and 
in  an unlimited Abundance. T hey muft not pre-
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tend to Rival my Subjeds in the f  iihing Trade or 
that of the Enfi Indies, or the Levant. Cape Breton 
muft return to me Gratisand of Courfe. As the Seeds 
of endlefs Feuds and Wars will by thefe means be 
iown in the kindly Soil of Great Britain and Ireland, 
I can with little Trouble keep them up and Foment 
them, ’till thofe Countries being ruined by theirown 
Animofities and my Praftices, ihall like an Horfe 
broken and tamed by my Rider the Chevalier, take 
me on their backs, and inftead of defeating all our 
Schemes, as they have for many Ages done, ihall 
Trample down the Liberties of Europe beneath me : 
It is true I have long treated the Chevalier with 
Negleft, but the Profpeót of a Crown, which he 
can never hope for but by my Afiiftance, will make 
him a ready Tool to my Ddigns.

7  h e  Queen ot Spain, who wants a Kingdom for 
another Son, and finds that the Englijh Fleet ren
ders her Defigns on Italy very precarious, is ready 
to lend any Affiftance in her Power to an Attempt 
that muft embroil thefe Kingdoms, that muft either 
recall our Fleet from the Mediterranean, or hinder 
it’s being properly fupplied and reinforced, that 
mult allb make it infinitely more eafy to bring 
home the Treafures of the Weft-Indus, without 
which France and ihe are undone, and unable to buy
A^^íF1̂ anceor^ eutra^t^0 n̂ee^y ^ r n̂ces’ofcorriipt
Mimfters, ol States devoted to no other God but 
Money, and to make W ar on their Neighbours 
with due Force and Perfeverence. Befidesthe Che 
vaher is a good Catholick, our King and we are 
deteitable Hereticks, and therefore all the AiTiftanc- 
ihe can fpare is at the Service of the former.
. T he Pre^ nder knows all this full well, and as he

v B° nly ar titularKinS’ he is Willing to become a Viceroy of the Houfe of Bourbon, ra
ther than be any longer Burthenfome to his Holv-
nefs, and fupport a Mock-Majefty at Rome upon
Contributions, in fome hopes however of at length
being able to fhake oft by fome means or other the
1 okeof France, than which nothing can be more airy
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nor vain, becaufe the diflurbances o f Great Britain, 
ihould they continue for any T im e, will give France 
an opportunity, and ihe will not fail to lay hold of 
it, to put it out of the power of all her Neighbours 
to give the leaft check to her Defigns,

H is  tirfthope therefore is founded on theAfiiilance 
o f France and Spain, which may prove as Fallacious 
as thofe of die late Em peror, to whomthe Friend- 
ih ip  of the H o  life o f  Bourbon was worfc than open 
E nm ity, and in the Sequel became fatal.

H is  next in the Pope ; that holy Father o f the 
Church is deeply concerned to fee three Kingdoms 
R en t from the only Church, in which there is any 
Chance for Salvation, and Exerting their ftrength 
no t only in defence o f their own Herefies, but alfo 
in Oppofition to all his Ghoilly endeavours for the 
Recovery o f other Nations, as much bewilder d in 
E rrors, and Alienated from God and him, as them- 
felves. H e  fees (and we may prefume it is with 
fome fmall Regret) the vail 1 rafts of Land in theic 
K ingdom s, formerly enjoy’d by M onks, and Nuns, 
and R om iih Biihops, together with the ample Re
venues, that before the Reformation, flowed from 
hence into the Exchequer of Rome, and were em 
ploy’d in moil Pious ufes, now applyed to the Sup
port of H erefy, or at leaft enjoy’d  by Hereticks. 
T o  recover this W ealth to himfelf, as well as the 
Souls of thofe that now wickedly R io t in it, to  the 
Church, may poûibly be an object o f his Holynefs’s 
wiihes. T he Pretender hath fpent time enough at 
Rome to inform himfelf, whether the Pope hath any 
hankerings after Money or not, and whether he 
would be willing to make him his Farm er here, in 
h o p es  by that means to pu tT h in g so n  the old happy
Footing. .

As to the Afliftance the Pope may^ lend him m
order to his Amending the Throne of thefe Nations,
although at firil fight it may feem but fmall, yet
the Pretender cannot but think it more powerful
than even that of France and Spain -, for in the firil
rjWcs .as he is a found Catholick, he cannot but 
* " . know
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know that the Pope, being God’s Vicegerent, hatli 
the only Right to difpofe of all Earthly Kingdoms, 
which he hath often infilled on, and being infallible 
could not be miftaken ; befides he knows that the 
Pope is himfelf, and in a more peculiar manner, King 
of England, ever fince King John of Pious Memory 
refign’d the Crown to him ; on thefe two Accounts 
neither the Pretender, nor any Body elfe, could 
lawfully take any Steps towards fuch an Acquifition, 
without the Pope s permiílion and Deputation ; and 
as the Pretender can derive no Right to the Crown 
of thefe Kingdoms, but from the Pope, fo neither 
is it pofiible for him to fucceed in his defign, but 
by the Exercife of the Pope’s Spiritual Wea
pons and power in their full Plenitude : His Holy- 
nefshath Weapons tor all Purpofes : But what are 
moft wanted on fuch occafions as this, are Difpen- 
fationsand Prayers.

As to Difpenfations, they are moft abfolutely 
necelTary, for as the Pretender cannot hope to fuc
ceed, without repeated and folemn Declarations, 
without even Oaths and Vows to preferveand pro
tect the Proteftant Religion, together with the Con- 
ftitution and Laws of theie Kingdoms, and whereas 
if he were always to A d  in Conformity to thefe 
Vows, he would as little promote the Intereftsof 
the Pope, as King George himfelf, it is abfolutely 
neceflary, that while he carries his own Declarations 
in one Pocket, he Ihould alfo carry the Pope’s Dif- 
penfation in the other : The Pretender and his Sons 
are Men of great Religion and Devotion ; it is 
therefore not to be expetted of them, that they 
íhould meerly to get thefe three Kingdoms, which 
they Attempt not with any view to their own In* 
tereft, but purely out of Love to thé Church and us, 
be put under the ugly neceffity of making and over 
and over again repeating the moil folemn Vows, 
every one of which at the Time of making them, 
they intend to break in every fingle Article, with
out his Holynefs's ample Dilpenfation from the' 
guilt of fuch deliberate and wilful Perjury. Thefe

Difpenfation*

t 7  3



Difpenfations would be alfo neceffary to take away 
the guilt of Treachery in other more particular in- 
ftances, and in all thoie Acts of Murder, Maffacre 
and Cruelty which the Profecution of fuch an Affair 
might require, they would be neceffary too, to fet 
the Hands of others at Liberty, as well as thofe of 
the Pretender and his Sons -, and therefore we may 
take it for ganted the young Chevalier did not part 
from Rome, till he was arm’d with Weapons enough 
of this fort to cut the ties of Nature, and difpence 
with all the Laws of God and Man.

As to Prayer, the other Spiritual Weapon in the 
Hands of the Pope, and the only true Church, the 
Pretender we may be fure depends more on that 
than even on his Difpenfations ; the latter can only 
procure him the Services of Pious and fcrupulous 
Men, whereas the former is neceiTary to obtain the 
Blefling and Afliftance of divine Providence, to 
which that Church alone hath accefs. Indeed it 
will require all her boafted Intereft with Heaven to 
beheardin fav o u r  of fuch aCaufe, and fuch aScheme as 
the prefent diilurber of our Peace fets out upon : 
AndnoBody but he who can difpenfe withalltheTies 
of Confcience, who can turn W rong into Right, 
and the moft Atrocious Crimes, of Perjury, Trea
chery, Rebellion, Bloodihed, MafTacre, &c. into 
Services meriting even in the fight of God, is fit to 
pray for the Succefs of a Scheme that can never 
p ro fp e r  without the Afiiftance of all thefe, which 
therefore he hath not only difpenfed with, but au
thorized for that very purpofe : As the Pretender 
cannot poflibly carry hisDefign into full Execution, 
without being guilty himfelf of Perjury, and Trea
chery of the blackeft Nature, without prevailing 
on the leading Men of thefe Kingdoms, the Com
manders of Fleets and Armies, the Officers of the 
Crown, See. to betray the Truft repofed in them, 
by a Country extremely bountiful to them, and to 
trample on their Honour, Promifes, and Vows, 
without arming us againft each other, and wading
through an Ocean of Blood, without involving 

J  Millions
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Millions of Innocent and Harmlefs People, in the 
general Defolation of three Kingdoms, as, I fay, he 
can never hope to arrive at the Throne without this 
and a great deal more of the like nature, it cannot 
but feem ftrange to a Chriftian, that fuch a Scheme 
of means in order to fuch an End, fhould be dic
tated and bleiTed by the univerfal Father of the 
Church: It is a Myftery which Tranfcends our 
Comprehenfion, and is fufficient to try the utmoft 
Refiunation of a Papift, that the Pope, and all the 
Romiih Clergy, fhould be now on their Knees, 
earneftly folliciting the Infinitely good and Gracious 
God to blefs and profper fuch a Scheme -, that they 
fhould be praying to Chrift (who with his own 
Mouth commands all his Followers to blefs and 
Curfe not) to Curfe their Fellow Chriftians ; to 
Chrift who bids us pray for thefe who perfecute us, 
to Intercede for a Scheme of Perfecution * to Chrift 
who by one of his Apoftles aflures us, that the 
wrath of Man worketh not the Righteoufnefs of 
God, to reclaim the Proteilants by the Sword, by 
Fire and Faggot-, to Chrift, who by another, con* 
demns the doing of Evil, that good may come of it* 
to advance the Caufe of what they call the true Re
ligion, by Perjury,Treachery,Murder, £âc . Praying, 
in Shorf, to a God of infinite Truth, to blefs and 
profper Falfhood and Treachery of the grofleft N a
ture ; to a God of infinite Juftice, to blefs the 
darkeft Iniquity and the moft outragious Violence ; 
to a God of Infinite goodnefs and Mercy to blefs a 
Scene of Bloodfhed and Cruelty, which Neigh
bours, Relations, Brothers are to aft on one another. 
Happy is that Church and great its Privileges, that 
hath a Right to follicite God for fuch Favours, and 
to expeft they fhould be granted ! and wretched is 
the Cafe of poor Proteftants, who are excluded 
from the Privilege of praying, or hoping for things 
in themfelves Reafonable and juft.

To confult with the Devil about a Scheme, and 
in concert with him, to pitch upon one of the moft 
foul and Infernal that Author of Evil can ij.venr^

B ana
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and then gavely to apply to God to fécond and 
profper that Scheme, is a Species of Piety, which the 
Popes and the Church of Rome have claimed and 
enclofed to themfelves, and I hope no Proteftant 
Church will every think of breaking in upon that 
Pale, or making fo free with Almighty God.

S u c h  are the Affiftances from abroad, o n  w h ic h  
the Invader of our Peace relies : H e is not without 
H op es of mighty aids from within ourfelves * As 
to tnoie the Highlanders have lent him, they are 
not to be numbered among his Hopes ; they have 
already, to the eternal fhame of two Regiments of 
Dragoons, gained him a Yiftory ; it is however 
to be fuppofed, he expeóted to be joined by all the 
Inhabitants of the Scotiili Mountains ; but they are 
not all Mad, fome of them have behaved with un
common Bravery* and Fidelity to the Government ; 
and it is to be hoped that moft of thofe, who for 
his fake have ungratefully forfeited their x^llegiance 
to  a*moft indulgent King, will for their own lakes 
foon prove as untrue to their new Mailer.

H is  next hopes are in the Papifts of Great Britain 
and Ireland, elpecially the latter. It is natural to 
all Men to advance the Religion they have moft at 
heart, and for that end to defire a King of their own 
perluafion. T o  attempt this by inch Means as the 
Law of God, and a well informed Confcience will 
allow, is what no rational Man can blame them for* 
becaufe it is what he himfelf in the like circum- 
flances would or ought to do  ̂ but forfuch as have 
already the free exereife of their Religion, and are 
fecure of it as long as they carry, as become good 
Subjects; for fuch as have their Lives,theirProperties, 
their Liberties, enfured them by the fame equal 
Laws with their Proteftant Neighbours, for fuch as 
have all thefe Blefiings maintained to them in the 
moft ample Manner, after having fo often with the 
blackeft Treachery and Cruelty, endeavoured to 
ruin the Conftitution, and cut the Throats of their 
indulgent Protestors, for fuch Men, fo generoufly 
Ireatçd, fo mercifully indulged, to betake them-

fdve$
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felves again to Night-rifings,"and bloody MaiTacres, 
which are all the Afllftances they can at prefent lend 
the Pretender, is to aft with the fouleft ingratitude, 
and the moil deteftable Treachery, is, in fhort to 
a ft againft all the Ties of Nature, and all the Laws 
of God. Great as the Influence of their Clergy 
may have been in darker Ages over the Conlciences 
of that People, I can hardly think they will be able 
at this Time of Day to bring them into fuch horrid 
Meafures. A thinking Roman Catholick cannot but 
be fenfible, that the loweft Privileges enjoyed in a 
free Country, are infinitely Preferable to the higheft, 
under an abfolute Government- H e who hath the 
leaft ihare of Liberty and among thofe who are free, 
is more his own Mailer, than the moil dignified 
Slave. The Papiils of Ireland, as they ill are in the 
gentle Difcouragements the Ifland in general lies 
under, have fewer Priviliges than thofe of Great 
Britain : And yet even they have more Liberty, 
more means of Enriching and making themfelves 
happy, and of entailing that Happinefs on their 
Poilerity, than the Subjefts of France and Spain, 
where the poorer People, tho’ Catholicks, are un
der theMelancholly impoffibility ofeverrifing above 
Canvas Cloaths, Wooden Shoes, and black Bread ; 
and the richer Poffefs the Fruits of their Induftry 
only at the Difcretion of that arbitrary Power, 
under which they Groan ; where thof - who are in 
beft Circumftances only manage their Fortunes for 
the King, and thefe who have nothing but a LiiV, 
will never be able to call it their own, ’till their 
Kings and Queens have as much of the W orld as 
they and their Families can defire. Can the Irijh, 
in the Service of the Houfe of Bourbon, forget the 
Expedition to Oran, and the Siege of Philip]burgh, 
at the latter of which Places they ferved rather as 
Fafcines than Soldiers, andfuffered fuch Hardihips 
as forced them to fly from their French Friends 
whom they had ferved at the Expence of Health, 
and the Peril of their Lives, to the Englijh, whofe 
Laws they had violated by entering into Foreign
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Service, and whofe Relations thèy had Maffacred 
in 1641 ? So much fafer is it to offend the Govern
ment of England than to ferve that of France. Have 
the Irijh at home forgot that France fo lately treated 
their Countrymen in this Manner, when fhe flood 
in the utmoft need of their Services ? and do they 
expeft better Ufage from her, fhould flhe come to 
Lord it over them by her Deputy the Chevalier ? 
Are they infenfible of the treatment their poor 
Scholars get at Douay and St. Omers, where they 
are fed withfcraps of bad Food, andworfe Learn
ing, where they are never encouraged to hope for the 
leaft Preferment, and from whence they are re-im
ported with no other Qualifications, thap fuch as are 
neceiTary to ktep a poor unhappy People in Igno
rance, that they may be the perpetual Tools of 
France and Rome, as long as the Avarice of the 
one, andi the Ambition of the other, ihall have 
occafion for them. If  thofe who are Tutored up 
to deceive them, were content to impofe on their 
Underftandings a let of iubtile Errors, political 
and religious, it would be no wonder if they ihould 
not be able to fee thro’ them ; but when nothing 
jefs will ferve their turn, than perfuading them to 
prefer Slavery to Liberty, to believe that Bread is 
Flefh, and Wine Blood, and that a God of Truth 
and Mercy will bellow Heaven on them for betray
ing and murdering their Bcnefaólors ; is it not afto- 
nifhing that fo grofs an Impofition can be pafled 
upon them, efpecially as they live among Neigh
bours more Enlighten’d, and may here have leave 
to  read the W ord of God ? But it feems to be the 
f evereft Part of the Curfe inflifted on them for the 
moil unheard of Barbarities and Maflacres, that 
they are given up to be deluded by the fame Spirit 
oflnfatuation, that produced thofe terrible Effeéts in 
former Times The higheftandmoft powerfulSubjeól 
in France hath nothing he can call his own, let his 
Loyalty be what it will : The loweft and pooreil 
Subject in thefe Nations is at the defiance of the 
King, as long as lie conforms himfclf to the Law*.

‘ ' ‘ ' The
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The Subjects of France can have liberty of Confci- 
ence, altho’ ftipulated for by the moft folenin 
Treaties, only at the Peril of their Lives. The 
Papifts here may outwardly Profefs, and publickly 
Avow that Religion, which fo oiten fhook the 
Throne, and Iheathed the Swords and Knives ot its 
ProfelTors in the Bowels of their Benefa&ors : In 
France, Spain, &c. every Body is forced to be of 
one Religion, here thole may choofe a Religion 
agreeable to their Confciences, who think it any 
Privilege to have a choice in Matters of the higheft
Confequence.

I h o p e  the Roman Catholics of Ireland will rightly 
Underftand the above Expreflions, by which the 
Author is far from intending to R efieit on them, 
confidered meerly as a People. I know no Nation 
under the Sun more naturally Humane and averfe to 
Blood, and, when left to themfelves, more grate
ful and faithful than the native Irijh : W hat then 
muft we think of their Religion, which we fee is 
Capable of Transforming them into the moil out- 
ragious Savages, into the moft treacherous and 
bloody Aflaffins ? Nay, what muft their own good 
natured Hearts teach them to think of it, were 
they allowed to think at all ? Divines may attack 
the Church of Rome with a thoufand fcholaftick and 
technical Arguments about Tranfubftantiation, 
about Supererogation, about the worfhip ot Saints 
and Images, about Praying in an unknown Tongue, 
&cc. but thefe furely are needlefs, fince it is impof- 
fible that Religion ihould come from God which 
infpires Rebellion on Principles, which lays it as a 
Duty 011 the Confcience to break Faith, commit 
Murder, or do any thing that God and Nature ab
hors, or the Devil can tempt us to. W hat need 
further Arguments ? is it pofiible a rational Crea
ture Ihould fwallow fuch enormous lumps of Error 
and Wickednefs for true Religion ? No, but the 
devotees of that Church are firft taught to renounce 
their Senfes and their Reafon, and then in that

Condition
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Condition even fuch Impofitions as thtfe arc not too 
Grofs to g o  down.

T h jîre  is this difference between the Spirit of 
Popery and the Reformation, that where Papifts 
have the Power, they Perfecute and Deftroy, with
out the fmalleft Provocation, all fuch as are forced 
by their Confciences toDifient from them. W here
as, in Countries, where Proteftants have the upper 
H and, they tolerate, nay proted the Papifts after 
the moil grievous Provocations, and knowing the 
dangerous Tendency of their Principles, which 
they ftill avow, treat them as if they thought them 
fit to be trufted. Let him, who hath but the fmal
left fhare of Senfe and Reafon, judge which of the 
two follows the Example of Chrift, who would not 
call down Fire from Heaven to confume thofe who 
refufed to receive him, who died healing and pray
ing for his Perfecutors. But what avails it to plead 
the Example of Chrift, or to urge his Precepts ? 
W ere Chrift now to appear at Rome, he would not 
be deem’d a Chriftian ; he would be treated as an 
Herctick, he would find a new Sanhedrim in the 
Inquifition, he would be Excommunicated from his 
only True and Catholic Church, and that not by a 
written Form, not by a meer Bull or Anathema, 
but by a Form called Fire and Faggot. H e would 
in ihort be not only fhut out of the' Church, but 
Expelled the W orld, and fent again to his Father 
in the Chariot of Elijah ; and all this for fpeaking 
againft the Spirit, and afting againft the Intereft, 
sgainft the Power and Credit of the Roman Ca- 
tholicks, that is, the particular univerfal Church.

S h o u l d  our Papifts rife in favourof the Pretender, 
let them remember that as the Proteftants are great 
in their Mercy and 1 orbearancc, fo are they great 
alfo in their Courage, and love of Liberty, let them 
confider that the ptefsnt Proteftants are the OfF- 
fpring of thofe Men whom their Fathers, armed, 
enured to W ar, and fupnerted by greater Heads 
and higher Powers, never faced in i6 j.i nor 168S', 
but to their Shame and Ruin ; lit them ccniider
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that as in fuch a Cafe their Adverfaries are to fell their 
All, they will infallibly fell it at the higheft Price; 
ar.d let them alfo confider withTerror, that Ihould 
a noble Spirit, exert to the utmoft for a glorious 
Caule, make them once more victorious, how is it 
to be fuppofed they will treat a People, whom they 
have fo often found Perfidious and Bloody ? What 
Terms are a conquered People to expert, whofe re
ligious Principle it is to keep no Terms nor Mea- 
llires with others ? If  this Paper ihould be read by 
any of that deluded and unhappy People, let them 
fmoufly weigh what hath been laid above, and take 
this timely Caution from a Real and moft affecti
onate Friend, whole Heart trembles and bleeds for 
them on this critical Occafion.

L et  them not think their Caufe of rifing more 
Tuft on a national Account, and becaufe they had a. 
Prior right to this Land we live in, and be by that 
Means vainly induced to hope for the Afliftance of 
J\ lmighty God -, for it was God, who for wife Ends 
mixes the Nations of the W orld, fometimes by 
Commerce, and fometimes by Conqueft, that fent 
the EngUJh into Ireland, as he did the Normans into 
England, and the Remans into Gaul, to civilize a 
barbarous Nation, toquaih their continual Inteitine 
Wars, to introduce Arts, Sciences, and Learning, 
and thereby prepare the Way for found Religion and 
good Laws ; befides, upon their own Principle, 
they themfelves mult quit the Country, for they 
were neither die Aborigenes, nor firft Seizers of 
the Land : But there is no Country now known to 
us pofifeiied by the Race of its firft Inhabitants. God 
often fends the Sword to chaftife Barbarifm, and 
Vice, and to introduce die Pen -, infomuch that it 
was happy for many Nations, that they were con
quered or forced to make room for others. H ad 
not the IriJIj been  perfuaded by Foreign Priefts a n d  
Politicians, who Praótife on them for their own 
Ends, to iliut their Eyes againfl: the Light that 
fliines fo clcarly and diffufively over their Country, 
th ey  bad a g t  b çeg  fo many hundred Y ear3 behind 
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Che reft of Europe in Improvement, they had been 
long fince Qualified for, and advanced to the moft 
honourable Places their Country hath to beftow ; 
nay, had they even retained the whole of Popery, 
excepting fuch Principles as tend to Treafon and 
Rebellion, they had ftill been the Makers of their 
own Laws, they had ftill been at Liberty to admi- 
nifter them to themfelves. It is not the Reformati
on, nor the Conftitution, nor the Laws in being, 
that exclude them from places of Truft and H o 
nour -, it is their own falfe Principles, that gave birth 
to the exclufive Laws, and ftill continue to rivet 
them to the Earth in Ignorance and Obfcurity. 
I f  he who might have ihone in Parliament or the 
Government, is now condemned to wield a Spade 
or wait on Sheep, let him thank his good Friends 
in Italy and France for it, let him thank the unto
ward Genius of hi* Religion for it, nay, let him 
thank it for his Exclufion from infinitely higher 
Promotion in the Kingdom of that God, who is 
T. ruth and Love itfelf, and of thofe benevolent 
Beings who abhor the Traytor and the Murderer, 
whofe Robes far from being dyed in the Blood of 
their Fellow Creatures, have been whitened in the 
Blood of the Lamb.

T he prefent Papifts of Ireland fcruple not to fay, 
they deteft the Perfidy and Cruelty of their Anceft- 
ors, and would rather reprefent the Spirit that 
prompted them to it, as a national than an ecclefi- 
aftical Spirit: But we know the good Nature of the 
Irijh, and the recorded Cruelty of Popery too well, 
to be miftaken in this, altho’ the Spirit of Popery 
hath not for a Century paft, fhown in Bonefires 
made of Proteftants Bodies, it was only for want 
o f Power and Opportunity. An unerring Church 
cannot Ciiange her Principles, nor muft her Sons 
pretend to difpute them or her Commands; who
ever does, tho’ it were to fave the Throat of his 
Proteftant Father or Wife, becom s by his heretical 
tendernefs a Proteftant and an Fleretick himfelf, and 
as fuch muft cxpett to bç damned : Altho’ the Vol
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cano hath made but two fmall Eruptions, ViL. at 
Thorne and Sallyburg, during the laft hundred Years, 
yet may we ftill fee itsSmoak, and fmell its Brim- 
ftone, and concluding from thence it is by no Means 
extinquiíhed, expeót from it another Flood of Fire 
and Devaftation.

I F the Papifts of Ireland would be thought to 
have laid afid^ the black infernal Spirit, I have been 
fpeaking ot, why do they not croud to the Magi- 
ftrates and take the Oath of Allegiance ? But me- 
thinks I hear them obje&ing, that fuch a Conduót 
would gain them no Credit with the Government, 
inalmuch as it will ftill be fuppofed, they expeót to 
be releafed from that Oath by the Pope9s Difpenfa- 
tion. Unhappy People ! who as they cannot be 
tied like other Men, fo neither can they be bjlieved 
or trufted : All they have left is to be Quiet and 
Loyal, that their Conduit may vouch for them 
what they cannot effeôtually utter,either by Oaths or 
Declarations, and by that Means come in time to 
merit Indulgence.

I h e  next Hope of the Chevalier is founded on 
the Preibyterians. H e looks upon thofe of them 
in England and Ireland to be fo chagrined at the 
I eft-adt, and their Brethren in Scotland fo diffatif- 
fied on their Account, and becaufe of the Union, 
as to give him a good Chance to be joined by the 
greater Number of them, and to obtain a Neutra
lity trom the reft, in this he hath found himfelf al- 
moft wholly niiftaken, having as yet got nothing 
from the Church of Scotland, but its fweeping?, 
coniifting of a diffolute and defperate Rabble, who 
ought never to be reckoned to any Church : As 
this Adherence to that Church could give no CreJ 
dit to it, fo neither ought their defection to Reflect 
on it : I he Preibyterians are firm Proteftants, and 
loyal Subjects, and fond of Liberty. In all thefe 
different Reipedts, they are incapable of promoting 
any Scheme recommended from Rome, abetted by 
France and Spain, and calculated to extirpate aîl 
civil ançl religious Liberty : They have their dif-
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Contents, the Merits of which I ihall not here pre
tend to Difcufs; but they are only the difcontenta 
of Brothers, which will never hinder them from 
arming againft a common Enemy, and following the 
Example of their Fathers in the late Revolution, 
whofe averfion to the Church of England was greater 
than that of their Sons, and yet they drew their 
Swords in her Defence and their own, with fuch an 
H eart and good W ill that they were felt to the 
Quick at every blow : Some hot-headed People 
among them, it is true, may perhaps fpeak like 
Malecontents, but this is not to Charaóterife the 
whole Body, the Senie of which we are to take 
from their loyal and affectionate Addrefles, and 
their importunate call for Arms to defend the Pro- 
teitant Caufe. The common Enemies of us and all 
that is dear to us, do all they can, to revive old 
Grudges and fow the Seeds of new ; but they will 
find that Proteftants of all Denominations have too 
much Senfe to be caught with fach ChafF, and urv- 
derftand themfelves and their Adverfaries too well, 
to let the Enemies of the Reformation glofs the 
Sentiments o f the reformed Churches to one an
other. It is not a Papift, nor a Rebel, that will be 
permitted to tell the Church of England, what her 
Sifter of Scotland think of her, nor to carry back 
the Anfwer. All our Onhappy Divrfions have hi
therto taken their rife from Artifices of this Nature, 
or drawn their Poifon from them : But God be 
thanked they are now feen thro*, and become fo 
ftale, that hardly a Child is to be enfnared by them : 
T he Diflenters of England and Ireland are not to be 
told the difference between their Condition and that 
©f their Brethren in France \ they have Senfe enough 
to fee a lefs glaring Difparity, and while they be
hold the Httgonots flying every Day from Popery 
and Tyranny into thefe happy Countries of Liberty 
and Reformation,, it will be hard to perfuade them 
to fly quite the contrary Way, to Popery and arbi
trary Power; from the Arms of a limited and Pro- 
teftant Government : As to their Caufes of Difcon-
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tent, than which nothing among us is more to be 
lamented, there are thofe who if our common Ene
my were once removed, would lay a Scheme before 
the Legiilature, which may pofliMy fatisfy all Par
ties. This Hope of the Pretender is fo ill ground
ed, that it needs not a further Refutation ; it ought 
indeed to be treated only with Sccrn and Silence.

T he next Hope of his which I Ihall take a ihort 
Notice of, will, I truft in God, prove as airy and 
•idle as the former : H e hopes to be affifted by many 
of our Nobility and Gentry, and of thofe who pre- 
fide over our Fleets and Armies. As to the firft 
I need only fay, that Men who live in Eafe and Opur 
lence are not apt to wiih for Changes, much lefs 
are they likely to be the aftive Promoters of Revo
lutions, in which their Fortunes are to be flaked at 
a very uncertain Game with thofe who have none : 
However, there are Bubbles in this fort of Game as 
well as that of Hazard -, I will by no Means promife 
for all our Eftated Gentlemen, that they will have 
Senfe enough to confider the difference between a 
certain and a very precarious Fortune, which latter 
is, all they can hope for upon the Promifes of the 
Pretender, in Cafe a Revolution ihould take Place.

As to the Commanders and Officers of the Fleet 
and Army, they too have all they can defire, and 
more a great deal than they could expeft by $ 
Change, tho’ it were of their own making. Should 
they take Money for Treafon, what could they do 
with it in a ruined Country and under an arbitrary 
Power? is it to be fuppofed they will liften to Pro
mifes of Promotion from one, who comes out of 
the very Mint ol Difpenfations, or that they can 
hope to be trufted by a Perfon to whom they have 
betrayed their former bountiful Mafter?

As to both the Gentry and the Officers, they 
have long eaten the Bread of a delightful Country, 
and enjoyed in it a Series of golden Days, is it to 
be fuppofed they have no Gratitude, no love for 
fuch a Country, no defire to continue in fo happy 
$ Condition? or is it to be fuppofed they have no
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regard to their Honour, or the folemnity of their 
Oaths? The Pretender, in expecting any Affiftance 
from them, makes them the Compliment aloud to 
tell them, they are the moft defpicable of all Fools, 
and the moft low and deteftable of all Knaves. But 
I hope he will find in every fingle Man of them the 
great Soul and the heroic Spirit of Colonel Gardiner, 
who like a good Man, and in that 1 comprehend a 
wife one, chofe to fall in the Caufe of G od and his 
Country, rather than to protrad a wretched Life, 
made infamous by the Character o f a Coward and .a 
Traitor, till fome Fever or worfe diforder fhould 
put an End to it with the Agonies of a Month or 
a Year.

B u t  if thro’ the extreme decay of Religion in 
all Sorts and Orders of Men, Honour alone, as it 
ufuall happens, ihould prove too flender a tie to 
keep the Capdud of fuch Men within the bounds 
of Duty, it affords a rnelancholly Satisfadion to 
forefee, that they themfelves muft reap the firft 
Fruits of their own perfidy.

A g a in , the Pretender reckons to his Party, and 
not without reafon, the bulk of thofe who are dif- 
fatisfied with the prefent Adminiftration. There 
are in all Communities, tho’ never fo well governed, 
Numbers of People who are not fo near the Head 
pf Affairs as they could wifh, nor promoted ac
cording to their own Opinion of their Abilities: 
Others who are well enough pleafed to lee our 
T ia d e  enlarged and proteded, and our Enemies 
humbled, are neverthelefs not fo well pleafed to 
ihare in the neceffary Expences previous to the do
ing this, as in the Profits arifing from it ; and there
fore not only grumble at all forts of Taxes, but 
have a thoufand Objections to the application of the. 
Funds arifing from thence ; they would have a great 
deal done ; but they would have it doneforNothing.

T h e s e  GEconomifts, in the Reign of Queen 
Anne, m ace a prodigious out-cry about the Expen
ces of that glorious YVarihe carried on with France, 
£jnd at length prevailed fo far by their Reprefenta-
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t’iQns, as to procure us a feparate Peace, which faved us 
indeed the expences of another Campaign, but left 
us to pay ourfeives about fixty Millions, and an 
Ocean of Blood expended on that War, which 
France miift have paid us, had we gone on but ano
ther Summer, and given us a much better Peace 
into the Bargain.

A s all Men are Politicians, every one paiTes his 
Cenfure on what is a doing by thofe at the Helm ; 
and without underftanding in the leaft, eith r the 
Pofture of our Domeftick and foreign Affairs, or 
the Springs and motives of the publick Conduit, 
are feldom fatisfied, unlefs things go to their own 
Minds ; it is true continual prosperity and fuccefs 
are all they defire from their Governors : But they 
do not confider howmuch their own meddlingHu- 
mours, and clamours contribute to fruftrate their 
Expectations, how often accidents, which there was 
no forefeeing, and the contrary purfuits of our 
Allies, whomon fome occafions there is no reducing 
either to our Intereft or their own, make the wifeft 
Meafures, the very worft that could have been em
ployed, thefe fort of Political Maggot, are always 
engendred in the greateft Numbers, where the Sun- 
ihine of Freedom is warmeft. No Country ever 
fwarmed more with them than our own, in which 
there are crouds of hireling Writers, who Scribbl- 
in the pay of France, and feed them with Pamphlets 
and Weekly Seraphs of difaffedtion, which they 
purchafe for more by the Year than they pay in 
I axes, as Suicides buy Poyfon from the Apothecary 
for their own ufe. They may be juftly compared 
to Men in a Fever, who afenbe that uneafinefs 
which anles from within themfelves, to the Bed or 
the poiture they are in, and therefore can never be 
a moment quiet, but are always turning from fide 
to fide, and always find themfelves lefs at eafe in 
every new fituation, if thefe Men, by the Aifiltance 
they are dilpofed to lend the Pretender, fhould 
enable him to new Model our Affairs, they will 
find themfelves, to their unfpeakable difappoint-

men»
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ment, in the fame condition with thofe, who in the
Days of Cromwell, being unable to endure the Go
vernment of a good King, plotted and fought till 
they had given themfelves a Tyrant : After whofe 
Death, having an opportunity of trying their own 
ikill in the A rt of governing, they foon became 
more impatient of their own Tyranny, than they 
had been of his, and were forced to call home the 
King.

As to the Nonjurors, who facrifice, all to Con- 
fcience, altho’ on Political confiderations, they may 
think themfelves obliged to itand on the Pretender s 
fide, yet when they confider that this cannot be 
done, without helping to introduce Popery, if they 
have not totally devefted themfelves of all regard 
for the Reformation, they will hardly defire to fet 
fo rigid a Papift on the Throne, but if their con- 
fciences are only Political and fo little regulated by 
Scripture as not to obey the Powers that be, that 
are ordained of God, they will join the party of the 
Pretender, to which however for our c >mfort they 
will add but little weight or in uence, for they are 
few, they are poor, they are but Parfons.

’T is  no fmall Caufe of Satisfaólion to all, who 
regard either our Country or our Religion, that no 
Man can be of the Pretender’s Party, without at 
the fame time declaring againft common Senfe or 
common Honefty. It is to be the Sink of other 
difappointi-d Pretenders to Places, which no one but 
themfelves ever thought them fit for, of Villains 
who could not get leave to rob the Nation under the 
íhelter of its Conftitution, of Bankrupts who have 
no other W ay to pay their Debts but by Revolu
tions, of Thieves and Vagabonds, who hope under 
him to rife from picking of Pockets to plundering 
o f Houfes and Cities, of Felons fpued out of their 
Country by Tianfportation, and returning like 
Evil Spirits to haunt the Houfe ou" of which they 
have been exercifed by the Law, of Murderers who 
were forced to fly for Blood, which having lafted, 
their infernal Minds are a thiuil for more, of Deifts,

Supcefs
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ahd Atheifts, and Rakehslls, Who having made s 
wild waftc of Confcicnce, Character, and fo rtu n e  
fiy to Popery to falve the firft, and to Rebellion’ 
to repair the other two, of the Tools in ihort of 
France, of Rome, of Tyranny and fuperftition who 
have no views nor Interefts to puih at, but fuch as 
they fhare in with the Author of all Evil. Such is 
the goodly Mufter about the Standard of the Pre
tender, from whom an honeft Man would be aiham- 
ed to accept of even a Kingdom, if they hail it to 
give : But I hope this Rebellion will prove only a 
purge to our Body Politick, and work out the 
Noxious, but latent humours, which the Law was 
not able to throw off.

W o u ld  to God I could fay, that the next and 
hoPe oi Pretender, which I fhall take 

notice ot, were as ill founded as thofe I have already 
confidered ! Altho’ he hatfi no reafon to hope for 
Succefs from the Merits of either his Title or his

whlch frmmed Up aii together, amount to 
nothing yet from our Demerits, from our Cor
ruption both in Principle and Pra&ce, he hath but 
too great caufe of hope. W e have, it is true, a form 
of Godlinefs, a Reformation of Religion, eilabliih- 
ed among us by Law ; but (tremble when I utter 
it, that form and that Reformation are hardly to be 
iound, but m Books and on Paper. Look into Men, 
and you will find it either,generally fpeaking, con
temned or hated. It is a Lamp in a deferted Path,

c r  ° r n° n,C Care for waI'dnS- h  a Trea- 
l  ° î Coin no longer current, for the Image and 
Superscription it bears, is now eftcemed of little or
terfek r Metalr'S reë arded as bafe or counterfeit. In the name of common Senfe, what do
« o f P  alk,a? ifthey fored the incroach- 
ments of Popery,and th<s Abolition of our Religion, 
altho they are or may be fenfible they hav? no

°^e’ n° r any inlet for another ? I fee 
much laid ingeneral terms by the prefent occasional

a^ °u t ,our Sins againft God, and the nc- 
y of * fPecdy Repentance : But no Man vcn-
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turcs to point particularly to thofe Sins, and to our 
national Vices. This is a deadly Symptom, and 
looks as if we were lo fore and tender in all parts, 
as not to bear a touch, nor to be able to ftate the 
Cafe of our own diforders, or hear them traced to 
their true Caufes.

T he Great-ones to whom G od hath given a Sa- 
bath every Day, while he asks but one in feven for 
himfelf, have refufed him that, and deferted his 
Houfe and Table -, fo that unlefs it is to Qualify 
for fome Place of Profit, he feldom receives the 
Honour of a Vifit from them : But this is not all, 
their Converfation and their Lives in general, fpeak 
an utter Contempt for all Religion -, thefe are fol
lowed by the low Ranks of Men -, fo that Irréligion 
is now extending itfelf down to its own natural Sta
tion among the poor and ignorant : For a long time 
the Apoftles for Libertifm and Deifm, fowed their 
Tares with great caution and Art, as it were in the 
N ight, and even thofe who faw their Art, being 
glad to be deceived, fucked in with greedinefs their 
delicious Poifon : A t length their Principles having 
taken fufficient Root, they openly ventured to in
culcate the Confequences, and have publiihed In- 
ve&ives againft Chrift and Virtue, which have been 
honoured with many Editions, and the Author’s 
Piótures have found a Place in the Cloiets of the 
Great.

I n f i d e l i t y  hath alfo had its full íhare of En
couragement and Promotion: I believe it would be 
a ftrange thing when any confiderable Place is filled 
in the State, the Army, or the Church itfelf, to 
hear it aiked by the Promoters, whether this or that 
Candidate be a found Chriftian or not : This is not 
enquired after as a neceiTary Qualification even in a 
Divine -, by which Means many have got into high 
Places in the Chuich, who have made no other 
ufe of their Situation, but to propagate loofe Prin
ciples, and lay by great Fortunes for their Families: 
A  meer Market have been made of Holy Orders, 
and all the Emoluments to which Orders can be

made
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made a Stepftone : Our Creed Articles and Ru- 
brick have been openly attacked by thofe who fub- 
fcribed them and folemnly engaged at the Altar o f  
God to Defend them ; while others, who difap- 
proved of this Conduót, have prudently winked at 
it, and like dumb Dogs ftood filcntly looking on : 
The LoRDthat bought us, is openly denied by great 
Numbers, who yet are impudent enough to call 
themfelves Chriftians, while C h r is t ’s Honour is 
idolatroufly given by the Papijls to Saints and A n
gels, and thofe who are no G ods j it is profane'y 
denied to H im se lf  by Arrians and Socmans ! 
While all this is a doing, there are no Convocations 
to check the growth of Infidelity ; nor do thefe 
Nations render G od one public Teftimony, by any 
fingle aft of the Care for the Purity of H is Reli
gion. Our Conduft is fuch, as if we gave up the 
whole Chriftian Caufe at once. If  t;he Intereft of 
'I rade, or the Management of the Revenue were ' 
thus wholly neglefted by the Public, what would 
become of the Nation ? And is the Religion of the 
Country no National Concern? No Country under 
Heaven ever thought fo but our own; or if any did 
foon paid a dear Price for its Neglett.

I h a v e  here in a few Words, touched on the 
general Caufe of thofe enormous impieties and 
vices that reign over thefe degenarate Countries, and 
infult the Majefty of Heaven : W e have with
in thefe few Years feen one Company of Gentlemen 
interrupting Divine Service on Sunday, and in the 
” Pcnr Church with a game of Cards, and another
. niecrating a mock Sacrament, and adminiftering
it to twelve Dogs, with a triumphant Impunity ' 
Many Blafphemies here and in England, where they 
are not iktisfied with Foafting the glorious Memory 
of Oliver Cromwell, but proceed to drink the Be- 
^  have founded the heideous prelude
to Atheifm, to fomething worfc than Atheifm. 
i  tide things are ihamefully overl-ooked as, Matters 
ot little import ; but I mil ft take the L ib e rt to fay, 
t u t thofe who have power to rtftain fuch Practices
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for the prefent, and prevent them for the Future, 
but negleft to do it, are as much the Enemies of 
God, as thole who openly bid defiance to him ; and 
do but Blafpheme him with the impious l  ongues 
of other Men : Perhaps fince Men have given up 
the honour of God, the Tim e is drawing on, when 
he will Judge it proper to affert it himfeil, and be
his own Avenger.

C o m e t s ,  fome Philofophers hold, are fcnt to re-
invio-orate the fprings of Nature, and rekindle the 
d ecrea fin g H ea t of Planets, by certam præter natu
ral Effufions : W ho knows but the wife God, whole 
ways are paft finding out, obferving the genuine 
warmth of Religion almoft extinguiihed among 
us and Chriftian Zeal frozen to an Ificle, is fend- 
ino’ the Comet of Popery to vifit thefe Kir.doms, 
inDorder either to give new Life and fire to the 
Zeal of Proteftants, or to confume a People, who 
cannot be warmed by a milder or more genial de-
gree of Heat. .

B ad Principles never fail to beget fuitable Prac-
tices. Thorns do not produce Grapes nor Figs
Thirties, but bad Principles, affifted by tje m o it
ihocking Examples in thofe who lead the W orld,
have given an allured Countenance and full range to
all forts of Vices in their moil enormous Excefles.
T he Price of an Oath is as well known as that of
any other Commodity : Juftice is every where moft
prievouily Perverted. The Publick is on many
fnterefting Occafions fold and betrayed. N o Man
knows whom to  truft; and no w o n d e r ,  for every
one being confcious of the infidelity of his own
H eart, fufpeéts thofe of his Neighbours to be as
falfe and Faithlefs. ,

T h e r e  are but a few left, who lament the lad
and dangerous condition, to which we are reduced -,
and thofe few are defpired as Euthufiafts, or hated
as pretended reformers : Their Lives and Conver-
fations art a Handing rebuke to the abomiaole Age
they live in,and t h e r e f o r e  there is a general cry againit
them : It might be faid of this or the other age that
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it was wicked : But the peculiar Chara&erifticic 
o f our Age is, that it is wicked upon Principle, that 
is avowedly wicked.

M a n y  others there are, who becaufe Liberty and 
Property are interwoven with theChriftian Religion 
in our Eftabliihment, fhew in Converfation feme 
feeming regard, and cold concern for that Religion : 
But it is too evident they wilh it Profperity only for 
its Brethren and Companions fake, becaufe they 
do nothing for it;nay they facrificeit onalloccafiorvs 
to what is falfely dignified with the name of Pru
dence, and to wordly Intereft ; they kifs it and fell 
it, as the firft of their Clafs did its blefled Author. 
They call out for Repentance, but lend not a finger 
to that neceflary work themfelves, tho’ if they look 
inward, they cannot but fee, how mainly their own 
Condudt hath fwelled the Sins of the Nation.

A t  fuch a Church and Nation as this, thns tot
tering with its own unfoundnefs, thus Self-fubverted 
or inviting a fubverter, the Pretender, is now pu ill • 
ing with a Power, that would be defpicable if op- 
poied to a Body Jefs infirm : But as it is a mifera- 
ble fituation to be at Sea in a rotten VelTel, while 
moft of the Sailors are drunlc and the Winds a little 
too boifterous, fo he hath fome reafon to be afraid, 
whofe All depends on the Fate of a Country, made 
up ot People fo fienderly tied to that .Country and 
to one another i for I muft infill on it, that no tye 
but the tye of Conicience can afford fufficient Secu
rity in Times of fuch temptation to treachery, and 
of fo great and general danger as the prefen r, Re
ligion is the great Band of Society, and when that 
hath loft its hold of moft People, particularly of 
thofe whofe Fidelity is of the greateft Importance 
to their Country, the honefty of the religious few 
is not fufficient to Cement the reft y and therefore 
there is hardly any other Community left than that 
of living near one another, which nothing but N o  
ceility could make any Man prefer to abfolute Soli
tude. If we con lu It the Nature of Things, we 
lhall find chat Civil diffolution and ruin muft follow,
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as the unavoidable Confequence of a general depar
ture from the Principles of Honefty and Integrity, 
which are no other than thofe of Religion, for no 
Man is honeft but he who is religious. And if we 
confult ourfelves, whether we have generally fallen 
away from thefe Principles or not, I am much 
afraid we ihall find ourfelves too far gone, to have 
jnore than a very precarious dependence on one an
other. W e are a wealthy, we are a numerous, 
and have hitherto been efleemed a brave People *, 
what will our Wealth and Numbers now avail us, 
jf  we are capable of being turned into Traitors and 
Enemies to one another? Our own weight will only 
ferve to throw us down, and dafh. us to pieccs in 
the Fall.

If  we have little Reafon to truft in ourfelves, I 
am afraid we have, as liitle to hope for an extraordi
nary interpofition o f Providence in our favour. 
How many and how fignal have been the Deliver
ances wrought for us by the immediate and vifible 
Arm of God, when nothing but that Arm, could 
have faved us ! Not to recur to the providential dis
appointments of our Enemies Schemes in former 
Times, which are now ’forgotten, or only remem
bered as abfolute Bleffings, I lhalJ juft take notice 
of one, which, altho’ it happened as it were but the 
other Day, is however already cancelled by its own 
antiquity : All Things were ready about this Time 
laft Year at Dunkirk for a dangerous invafion on 
England, which would have thrown theie three 
Kingdoms into Convulfions. Our Fleets were not 
prepared to guard us againfl the Blow, we had no 
Force at home luificient to repel it, and the French 
Fleet put to Sea-, but before they could make the 
fhort paffage intended, a moll* outragious Storm 
fell upon them from the Weft, blew them back 
upon their own Shores, and thofe of Fiandtr^ and 
for that Time defeated their Defign, Was it the 
boafted Power of England that Parried this danger
ous Thruft ? No, we afcribed it to Chance and the
Winds, and fq went on in our wiekedaeii : Where

as
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as nothing could be more manifeft, than that it 
was a new and gracious adt of Divine goodnefs, 
(battering our Enemies, and wooing us to Gratitude* 
and Repentance,

How can we tell now after fo long a conteft be. 
tween grofs and ihameful Ingratitude on our Part, 
and Mercy on the Part of God, in which it is hard 
to fay whether H is Love or our unworthynefs was 
was moil amazing, how can we tell whether his 
Compalîion for us is not at an End ? If  we are to 
draw our Conjectures either from the prefent difpo- 
fition of our own Minds towards God, which are 
far enough from affording any Hopes of an hearty 
return to him, or from the unexpe&ed and fignal 
Defeat of our Army in the firft Engagement with 
the prefent Invader, we have little real'cn to con
clude that G od is any longer on our Side : W e are 
not, it feems, to be overcome by goodnefs : W hat 
then is to be expected ? We muft feel the Rod, 
for he who governs the World will never fuffer us 
to continue as we are. Such a Permiffion would be 
as inconfiftent with his Mercy, as it is with his 
Wifdom and Juftice ; for we ihould only increafe 
in impiety and wickednefs, and entail both on a 
wretched Pofterity.

O n this Confideration the Pretender founds, or
ought to found his chief Hopes, that tho’ his
Caufe ihould not be approved o f by God, and
much lefs the Means made ufe of to fupport it, yet
as the meafure of our Sins feems to be filled up,
he hopes God will defert us, and give us over into 
his Hands.

How then are we to render this Hope of his vain, 
and our own Fears needlefs ? There is but one 
Way, to repent and return to God with all our 
Hearts, and with all our Strength, to renounce our 
inhdelity and coldnefs towards our infinite Benefac
tor, to put away from before his All-feeing Eyes, 
the manifold and monftrous Provocations, which 
our bad Principles have tempted us to infult him 
With, to throw ourfelves with unfeigned Sorrow

and
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and deep Humility before him, and in the anguifh 
o f  Souls more concerned for their Sins than their 
temporal Dangers, to cry mightily to him for Pity 
and Pardon ; for who can tell, if G od will turn 
and repent, and turn away from his fierce Anger 
that we periih not ; altho* the prefent difturber of 
our Peace, ihould be only fent to corf eft and to try 
us a little, and when that is done, ihould be driven 
our, yet, have we nothing afterwards to fear ? Is 
there no ether Inftrument in the Hand of Divine 
Vengeance to chaftife an harden’d People, whom 
neither Corrections can awaken, nor Mercies win ? 
Yes, even we can be our own Deftroyers ; and I 
know no Judgment more fevere, than to leave fuch 
a People to themfelves.

I f  we would not have that Liberty taken from 
us, which we have miferably abufed, and turned 
into a ihamelefs Licencioufnefs ; if we would not 
have our Candleftick removed, and the Light of 
the Gofpel, which hath ihone fo long and To glo
rious among us, extinguiihed; if we would not 
have thofe Riches, in which we have wonted at fo 
wild a rate, rent away by a band of Robbers and 
Cut-throats; if we would not have that Peace and 
Security, in which we have corrupted ourfelves, and 
fettled upon the Lees of National and habitual 
Vices, to tally, fubverted by a Lifting W ar, and 
the moft miferable Confufion, and put under an im- 
pofiibility o f being ever reftored, but by abfolutc- 
Slavery. Let us, in the Name of God, repent, and 
Je t o u r  King, our Nobility, our Biihops, our Gcnr 
try, and Clergy lead the way. Their Example will 
work powerfully on the lower ranks of Men, pro
v i d e d  it ihir.es with due Luftre in their Converfa- 
tions, in their A&ions, in the Church, and at the 
Altar. So fhall we once again become fuch a Peo
ple, as God may delight to blefs and dwell with. 
Then fhall the Lord of Hofts, and the God of Bat
tles go out with our Armies, and give us new Crejfys, 
and Agencour?s, and Blenheim i. Then ihall the
■Winds and the Storms make new Alliances with

our
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our Fleets, to ruin thofe of our Invaders. No Ene
my ihall be able to difturb us at home, nor refift us 
abroad ; and the many bleffings we have long en
joyed, and had almoft forfeited by our ingratitude, 
ihall be entailed on us and our our Pofterity, until 
we ceafe to infure them to ourfelves, by our Piety 
and Vertue.

I k n o w  there are few People who care to be 
troubled with fuch Thoughts as thefe ; and of thofe 
few who will bear with me thus far, fome will be 
offended and others will make a jeft of what I have 
faid ; but I fpeak in the caufe of God and my 
Country, and as I know every good Man muft 
think and fpeak as I have done, fo I ihall little Re
gard either the Scoffs of Atheiftical Fools, or the 
Rage of overwhining and Malicious Men.
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