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( 3 )

J O H N  i, ver. 1 4 .

And the W ord was made Flejh- -

H  E  three othet Evange* 
lifts, record the Defcent o f  
Chrift according to the 
Fleih from D avid, and 

theAftions of his Miniftry upon Earth. 
St John, who writ aftef them, begins 
.much higher. He declares, what Je -  
ius Chrift was, before his Birth o f  
the Bleiled Virgin, yea, even before 
the World was made. T o  make 
himielr underftood by thoie for whom 
he intended his Gofpel, St John cal- 
eth him the Word before his Incar- 

, nation whom after his Incarnation 
he calieth with the other Evanaelifts, 
Jefus Chnft. T h e Name Jefus being 
That impofed on him at Circumci-

^  1  fion,



fion, and anfwering to our Chfiítian 
Name : as the Name C hrijl belongs 
to him in refpeCt o f  the Offices he 
was to exercife, after taking upon him 
our Nature, into which Men lifed un
der the Law, to be inaugurated by 
Chrifme or Anointings.

For the Title o f  Word, it is not u- 
fed in the other Gofpels, for ought 
that certainly appears ; and becaufe 
o f  the fublime Divinity St “John meant 
to teach in the ufe o f  it, he acquiied 
with the Antient Chriilians the Ap
pellation o f  John the Theologue 
o r  Divine. What Notion the gene
rality o f  Readers, at this Diilance 
from St. John, have o f  the IV iord, 
and how diftinft it is, may juilly be 
questioned ; but it certainly concerns 
thofe, that would read the Scriptures 
with Undeiftanding and be knowing 
in the Myileries o f  their Salvation, to 
ftudy the Meaning o f  this Title, and 
the Reafon o f its x^pplication to Jeius 
Chnft. A Subjed very proper for 
our prefent Meditation ; as that which 
will appear in the Explication, to give
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a high Value, to the W ork o f  our 
Redemption, that we meet to bleis 
God for more particularly on this Day, 
and to be the Foundation o f many 
ufeful Refle&ions, as fball be ihewn 
kl the Clofe oi this Difcourfe.

But to form to our felves firft, a 
diitind: Notion o f the IVord, it will 
be fufficient to enquire,

I. Whence St John  took the Ufe 
o f  this Title.

II. What they probably intended 
by it, who introduced it in
to uie with the People.

III. How aptly St Jo h n s  Defign 
is ferved by it, which is to de
clare Chriii’s high Original, with 
thole for whole Benefit he writ 
his Gofpel.

I. Whence did St. John take the 
Ufe o f this Title ? I anlwer, in one 
Word, fr*om the Jews, among whom

he
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he lived and was bred. John was by 
Education a Fiiherman, the Son o f a 
Fifherman, and confequently out o f 
the W ay o f  Acquaintance with the 
Philofophy o f  the Gentiles, or the 
abftrufe Learning o f  the Jezvijh Doc-» 
tors All his Knowledge in Religion 
came from the Synagogue Worfhip, 
which he frequented, till Chriit chufing 
him into the Apoitleihip, gave him 
afterwards Knowledge from on High.

Such Knowledge, he had Power 
with the other Apoftles to exprefs in the 
Language o f  any Nation, whither he 
fhould be lent to preach. But writing 
to his own People and in his own 
Tongue, the Spirit did not furniih 
him with new Expreflions or Term s 
of: Art ; the Spirit did not make 
him Learned or Eloquent, who was 
neither, before his Influence ; but fo 
conduced him in the Choice o f  the 
Things he writ, and the Manner o f  
Writing them, as not to let him err 
where he was to inftrud ; for the reft, 
he was left to his natural Abilities,

whether
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whether improved or not, in enditing 
thofe Ideas that were imprinted fu- 
pernaturally on his Undemanding.

T h is feems to have been the Mea- 
fure, o f  the Spirit s a&ing in the in- 
fpired Prophets o f  Old. And there 
is Reafon to believe, he dealt no o- 
therwife with St. John, becaufe to 
have done otherwile, muit have con
tradicted the end o f  his Inipiration 
and o f  his enditing the Goipel. He 
himfelf declares, Joh. xx. 3 1 .  He 
ivrit thefe Things, that they might 
believe that Jefm  Qhrifl is the Son of 
Cod, and that believing they might 
have Life through his Nam e. Now
unlefs he had chofen the moil fa
miliar Term? and vulgar Phrafes, in 
propoiing to them the Objeds o f  their 
Belief, how could they believe, that 
did not underiland him ? His Gof- 
pel was not calculated for Philofo- 
phersand D odois only, that He ihould 
confine himiclf to their T erm s; it 
was adapted to common Capacités, 
after the Pattern o f Ghnfl’s Preaching,

before the K I N  G.



o f  which this is one Charader, the poor 
have the Gofiel preacbt unto them.

We may therefore conclude hence, 
that the Title Word was not peculiar 
to the Learned o f that Age ; for then 
the common People, without iome 
Explication o f  it, had need o f a like 
Infpiration to that o f  St. John, to un- 
derftand his Meaning. And fince St. 
John hath no where in his Books given 
luch an Explication, it may be prefu
med he omitted it, becaufe it was 
one o f  their own Terms, o f  which 
they had in that Age, a iettled Noti-* 
on. What that was, and whence de
rived, is the Subjed o f our

Second Enquiry. And here I 
{hall not trouble you, with the feve- 
ral Opinions of' the Learned about 
it’s Signification. T h at which feems 
to me certain is
is intended to denote a Perjon, by 
or through whom all the Manifeila- 
tions o f  Ood are made to Creatures, 
whether in Works thatbefpcak the D i
vinity o f the Operator, asthofe o f  Crea

tion,
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tion, Providence, Miracles,and extraor
dinary Deliverances diiproportion’d to 
the natural Gaules; or convey’d by glo
rious and feniible Appearances, by 
Sound and Voice, by inward Repreien- 
tation or Prefence with the Mind, or by 
what other Way reafonable and ieniible 
Beings come to any Knowledge o f  the 
invilible God. Not that he dd:s without 
fubordinate Minifters, that afliil in the 
Accompliihment of thoie Things, 
whereby God is manifeiied. But the 
Power o f every iuch Agent, is from and 
under him. He prelides in, he hath 
the Direction o f the whole W ork 
from the Beginning to the End, 
which is therefore juftly afcrib’d to him. 
Agreeably to that PaiTage in the Goi-
pel, J\(o one hath feen Cod at any j 
Tim e, the only Begotten Son which 
is in the Bofom of the Father, He 
hath declared Him.

T o  fuch a one, the Title o f Word 
is applyed figuratively ; the Figure 
being tranflated from the Defign and 
EfFcd o f a Man’s Word, to imply

B iome
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ï ri. vi.
15,

Tome fuch Likenefs o f  Office in Him , 
by whom God, his Attributes, Coun
cils, Decrees and A&ions are decla
red. A M an’s Word is the Repre^ 
ientation o f  his Conceptions, and 
his Speech the Interpreter o f  his 
Thoughts. He therefore who an* 
l'wers the U ie o f Speech to God the 
Father o f  all Things, who reveals to 
our Capacities, the licjfed and only 
‘Potentate, dwelling in the Light which 
no A lan  can approach unto, zvhom 
no one hath feen, nor can fee, without 
Him , may with great Propriety be 
called G o d ’s Word, his speech or In
terpreter.

T h is  Similitude taken from a Word 
fpoken, beft atuwers the Import o f  
the Hebrew and Chaldee Name, o f  
which the Greek Logos is the In
terpretation. Logos in Crçek. lignifies 
indeed Reafon, as well as Speech, 
but the Hebrew and Chaldee Name, 
hath no iuch double Senfe ; it hatht 
but one iimple Meaning, which is 
derived from Speaking. In this Senfe,

,.*■ * • • Philo
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Philo a Greek jfa y  before Clnift, iome- 
times calls the Angels W ords, becaufe 
on leis Occafions the MeiTenger’s o f  
God's Will. In this Senfe, Plato a 
learned Gentile, who is thought to 
converie with the Jezvs iome Centu
ries before Thilo, calls the Divine Im- 
prciTions on the Works of Nlttirc, 
Words, as ipeaking the Reaion o f  the 
Creator.So the Gentile Theology made 
Hermes or Mercury, who was alio 
called Locos in Egypt, to be the ge
neral Interpreter o f God, or Jupiter.
But what is moil: to our Purpofe, fothe 
Pfalm ifl, long before them all, under- 
ftood the Word ; for thus he explains 
it, according to his Way o f making 
the latter Ciaufe in a Sentence exege- 
tick of the former, P f]  xxxiii, 6 .
By the Word of the Lord were the 
Heavens made, and all the Hofts 
o f  them by the Breath o f his Month.
T h e fame Senfc is countenanced by 
the antient Syriac Verfion of St.Jo h n ,m'3*'lJ* 
by the Uies afcribed to Orÿhem, and 
even by St, Paul, who fpeaking o f

B z the
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the Creation afcnbed to the Low s,O
change that into a fynonimous Word 
that iigmfies Speech pronounced.

Yet doth not this Senfe wholly ex
clude, but rather iuppofe the other 
fignifications given o f the W ord, name
ly, that o f  Reaion and Wifdom, tho’ 
that Notion is certainly not intended 
in this Title. For what is Speech ex- 
prefs’d in articulate Sounds with us, 
but inward Reafon made External and 
Seniible ? And what is Reaion, but 
inward Speech, comparing, conne&ing 
and feparating Ideas r By which we firit 
fpeak to our ielves, before we ipeak 
to others ; the very Original o f  what 
is afterwards exprelled by Bodily Or
gans. Uponthis account the fame Pev- 
lon, tho’ in different reipe&s, is term’d 
fometimes the Wifdom o f God, fome- 
times the PowTer, fometimes the Word 
o f God, in the Sacred Writings, but 
always in a Figure. While the IVord 
lay hid and inarticulate ( i f  we may fo 
fpeak) in the Father’s Bofom, to fhew 
even then his Pre-exiilence and itri<ft

Union
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Union with the Father, he might pro
perly enough have been deicnbed under 
the Character ot the JVtfdom of God.

But with regard to the fame Per
iods external Adivity, in executing 
the feveral Parts o f the Creation, that 
had been contrived and determined by 
the Father, he is term’d the IV ird of 
God, it being the Property o f a Word 
to make known the Secrets o f  the 
Mind, as G od ’s Power, W ifdom and 
Goodnefs were eminently declared in 
the Works o f the Creation.

And thus the ieeming difference 
between the Antient Fathers, upon 
this Point is eafily reconciled. One 
faith, God was not fermonalis a prtn- 
cipio, or his Word did not exiit till the 
Creation; others fay, Chnft was ao'^©* 
ojVí©. the eternal Word o f the Father. 
T h ey  may all be underitood in a fo u n d  

Senle with the help of this Diitin&ioni 
the Word as he is inward Speech, 
formed from the eternal Mind, was for 
ever with God : But as God’s A g e n t, 

to difplay and found forth the Wii-
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dom o f  God in external Works, as 
fuch he exifted not till the Creation 
which was wrought in time ; the 
Ceation being as it were a verbal E x 
plication, o f  what Reaion had firü  
filently thought, difpofed and refolved 
within it felf.

T h u s much for the Defign o f  theT _ O
Figure. Still the difficulty remains, 
how the Jew s came to apply this F i
gure to that Perfon, by whom God 
was made manifeft to the World ? T o  
remove it, it may be coniidered, that 
God intending under the Chriitian 
Difpeniation, a clearer Révélation o f  
the Nature o f  his Son, gave fome in
timations thereof before-hand, in the 
JezviJh Scriptures. T h ey  were indeed 
obfcure Notices, before a fuller E xp li
cation and Application o f  them by the 
Apoitles, but yet iufficient to lead 
thofe that ftudied the Holy Scriptures, 
into Reflexions that prepared for the 
reception o f  a better Light.

T o  this purpoie they obferved that 
one certain Being,traniadied all Things,

with

Î4 A  Sermon preach'd



with the Patriarchs before, and their 
Fathers under the Law, in the Name 
o f  God. Sometimes he is inded trea
ted as an Angel or MciTenger, but even 
then is fo diiHnguifh’d from all other 
Angels, in refpect o f  Majefty, Autority 
and Power, or dignify’d with the in
communicable Title o f  Jehova, that 
they had not the leaf! thought o f  his 
being a meer Angel ; no more than 
they could periuade themielves, that 
he was God the Father, who could 
not iend himfelf, and to whom in the 
pure Simplicity o f the Divine Nature, 
the humane Affeftions and Adiions 
aicribed to this Angel, they knew did 
not and could not belong. Going ilili 
backward to the firit Section in Gene- 

f s y they obferved an uncommon 
Emphaiis laid upon the ExpreiFion, 
he fa id  or fpoke.

Aiofes deienbing there the begin
ning o f the Creation, introduces every 
Pays Work with, and Cod fa ith  let 
this or that be done, and it was done.
From whence they inferred,(how exaft-
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ly I now difpute not) that as God made 
all Things by his Word, fo this W ord 
was an adive intelligent Being,and was 
the proper Title o f that Divine Perfon, 
who fo often afterwards fuitained the 
Perfon and Charader o f God, in the 
H if t o r y  o f the Old T e lia  ment. Here 
only in this Chapter is this Form  o f 
Speech ufed, and that preciiely before 
the W ork o f  every Day, as if  delign- 
edly preferred, for the fuggefting o f 
fom e Myftery to attentive Readers.

Be the Defign o f the Writer as it 
will, tis plain the Sacred Writers after 
M ofes adopt this Notion, as from 
him. So D a v id  in a Pfalm that cele
brates the Creation, lings, P f. xxxiii.
6. B y  the W O R D  o f  the Lord 
were the Heavens made-, &c. And 
carrying the fame Notion in his 
Thoughts,he applys the Title o f  Word, 
tothat Perfon’s Traniaûions with Jo~ 

Oea. xiv. fèph, both to his Slavery and Advance- 
5» 7. 8» 9- ment) whom M ofes in hisNarration o f  

it, calleth Cod. You read it in P f  cv. 
1 7 ,  i p. H efent a M an  before them,

e v e n
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efycn Jofeph ivho was fo ld  for a Bond- 
fe r v  ant—until thé time that his W ord 
came, the Word o f the L o rd  tried  
him.

Since therefore the C o l le g e s  o f  i r«. id, 
Prophets fearched diligently into t h e '1' 
meaning o f the Prophetical Books be
fore their T im e,’ why may not this be 
part o f  the myftical M eanings con
tain’d in thofe Books, with the D ik  
covery whereof G od  bleffed their L a
bours, before the Gift o f  Prophecy, 
able to corred dangerous M iih k es , 
had ceafed in then Nation ? From  
them thefe Notions paiTing by T ra d i
tion, found eafily a Place, in their T a r-  
gums or publick Interpretations o f  Scri
pture, after the Captivity ; as during 
their lèverai Diíperíions and Travels, 
by them the Centiles came acquainted 
with the Notion o f  the Word. Which 
is a tar more rational Account, o f  the 
means whereby Plato and other Gen
tile Creek W l iters came, to the Know-*- 
ledge o f  the JV ordy than luppoiing 
they colleded it, purely by their Rea-1

G  ion,
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fan, without any Foundation fo to do.
However the Notion crept in a* 

niong the jew s, it is certain they had 
fuch a Notion; their Targums, read in 
the Synagogues before Chrift, are full 
ot it, the Remains we have o f  the 
lewiili Writings in Greek bear Wit- 
ncfs to it, St. John plainly fnppofes 
it to be a current Notion among his 
Country-M en, and even fome o f  the 
Jews publick Prayers, before the 
Writing o f  the (Talfnud> retain a tafta 
o f  it.

Thu? the Notion became received, 
and thus it ftood in the main, though 
darkned with cabaliftick Conje&ures, 
and philofophick Reaionings upon it, 
till St. Johns T im e } when being taken 
by him from common ufe and apply- 
ed to Chrift, do’s aptly fuit his Deiign, 
o f  declaring Chrift’s high Original, to 
thofe for whofe Benefit he writ his 
Gofpeî, as 1 am to fhew under the 

Third Head. For whether he writ 
to convince the Jervsy that this Jefus, 
whom they crucified, was indeed the

Son



Son o f  God, or to fifence iotnc He- 
retick Chriftians, who amufed them* 
felyes and others, with various and 
abfurd Genealogies in the fulnefs o f  
the God-head,, St. John could not 
have chofen a Term o f  more Signiff- 
cancy to that End, than this o f  the
Word.

Againft the Jews, who would not 
hear:  that Jefus was the Son o f Cod 
St. John iheweth that Jefus was fir ft 
the IVord3 and as fuch ex ited , before 
the Creation with God • that the 
Word in refpeft of his peculiar Gene
ration from the Father, was. the Son 
o f  God ; and therefore the Word be
ing mads Flefh and become that Per- 
iontowhom the Name Jejus was given 
Jefus alio was the only*begotten o f  
the Father. As i f  he had laid, [
Cf aPPcal to your own Notions con- 

cerning the Word, Your Expoiî- 
‘c tQrs teach thatGod created all things 
 ̂ by his IVordy that he appeared and 

talked to Adam and the antediluvi- 
CC an Patriarchs, by his Ward, as he

C  2 «C d id
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cc did afterwards by the fame Word 
cc to Abraham, ljaac} Jacob and his 
cc Sons : That the Word was the An- 

gel in the Bnfb, which Mofes beheld 
cc on Fire, that the Word gave the 

Larv} delivered Ijrael out o f  Egypt, 
u and was Captain over Joflma^ and 

fo forth. Why then may not God 
1 ‘ fpeak to you alfo in thefe laft Days 
■i by his Word incarnate, as you fup- 
<c poie he a&ed, appeared and fpoke 
“  to them in Times paft by his Wqrd 
cc in other Forms ? So it is in Fa&, In- 
,<r the Beginning xvas the }Vord3 and 
cç the Word was with Ood, and the 
(C Word was Cod, all things we r maçle 
c‘ by Him*—- He came unto his own, (the 
C( Jew iih  Nation) and his own received 
iC him not— And tie Word was made 
“  Flefh, and dwelt among us, and we be- 

held hU Glory, the Glory as of the 
“  only Begotten o f the Father. By this 
« you fee the Harmony between the 

old and new Creation : He that was \ * ■ ' r »
“  the Beginner o f  the O ld , is the 
iC Author o f  the N ew, that in all 
u Things he may have the preeminence.

« : 1 '  “  H e
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«  H e that manifefted m any D ivine A ttri-  
«  butes in m aking the W orld, difcovereth 
“  more in the renew ing o f  M a n  ; in both 
“  he is the Proclaim er o f  G o d ’s T it le s ,
!“  wherefore you ought to difcern the Incar- 
« nation of a D ivine Perfon, w hen  I  fay  the 

Word was made Flejh.
For thofe Hereticks, that are faid in his 

T im e , to fancy various and abfurd Genea
logies in the D eity, and therefore to place the 
Word as an Em anation remote from the F a 
ther, and unknow n to him, to be begotten 
o f  Silence, in T im e , and a feparate Subfiitence 
from Chrift, and Life, and L igh t, hear h ow  
aptly his T e x t  is addreft to Silence thefe al- 
fo. In the "Beginning was the Wordy and the 
Word was w ith Qod, and the Word w  God; 
all things were made by Him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made :
In him was Life , and the L ife was the Light 
of Men, &rc. &4nd the Word was made Flejh 
and dwelt among us, & c . i. e. Before the 
W orld or any T ilin g  in it, before any Crea-r 
ture did exift, the IVord w as w ith  the F a 
ther, therefore as near and intimate w ith  
the Father, as can poflibly be conceived; 
therefore deriving immediately from the 
Father, there being nothing between them, 
and that forever. T h is  is he w ho in T im e  
w as made Flefh, and is called Jefus and 
Qorijl, as he is indeed the Fountain o f  Life 
and L igh t to every Being that partakes 
o f  either, T h is  is  he w hom  w e call the

' ' • ' Son
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Son o f  God^ and that you may not appre
hend any thing Corporeal after the manner
ol M en, to be included in this w ay  o f  
fpeaking, but a Relation in a Senfe worthy 
o f  God, w e reprefent him under the T itle  
o f  Word. T here is here no occafion o f  
your Gb'Cvrycui with which your genealogical 
Tables are filled ; nor any caufe o f  Imper
fection, by reafon o f  a diftant feparate de- 
fcent from the firft Principle. When the 
W ord is emitted from the M ind , it is the 
true Image o f  it, it retains ftill Union with 
and Dépendance upon the Father of it. And 
therefore conceive nothing but Likenefs, 
Perfeftion, Purity, Oneneís and Dignity in 
Chrift’s Sonihip, thus fignified in the moil 
Spiritual humane Figure, that has been yet 
invented to exprefs it by.

T h e  Doctrine that refults from the T e x t  
fo explained, is this, the Son o f  God, who 
before the World w as hid in the Bofom  o f  
the Father, whofe Divine Power was mani- 
fefted in making the World, as was his 
Perfon afterwards in many IntfanCesof care 
over his People, in order to redeem M an, 
w as at length born o f  a Woman, and made 
in all T. hings like to thofe he came to re
deem, Sin only excepted.

All this is plainly deducible from the 
Words o f  my Text. Word and Fltfh are here 
oppofed, as Father and Fiejh, M atth. xvi.
1 7. Flejh and Blood hath not revealed this,~  
lut my Father which is in Heaven. As Son

o f
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o f God and Flejh, R om . i. 3 , 4 .  Made of 
the Seed of David., according to the Flefh, and 
declared to be the Son of God with Power, 
according to the Spirt of Holinefs, as Spirit 
and Flejh are 1 Pet. iii. 18 . ‘Being put to
Death in the Fitfb, lut quickened by the 
Spirit. Chrift fir ft exifted as the Word, before 
he afTumed humane Nature or Flefb. For it 
wo* the Word that was made Hep, and not 
the contrary, the Flefh was made the W ord, 
or was exalted into the Dignity and Maje- 
fty ot God. And fince St 'Paul fpeaking o f  
the Creation, faith in one Place, God by his , . 
Son made the Worlds : and in another, the e ‘ 11 2’ 
Worlds were framed by the Word of God. It Heb, xi 2. 
follows, in refpeft o f that Nature, in which 
Chrift pre exifted as the Word, he is the 
Son o f God.

From this Do£trine,now cleared, w e may 
refleft on three Things by w ay  o f Applica
tion, which we can’t do fo well on the Foot 
ot any other Explication, o f  Chrift’s being 
made Flefh.

i .  On the great Malignity o f Sin. 2.
T- he Lownefs o f Chrift’s Abafement for our 
Sakes. 3. The exceeding great Love o f 
God to Mankind in Chrift’s Incarnation.
From whence will follow, 4thly. The Ob
ligation we are under to love him again.

(1.)  From the Incarnation o f the Word, we 
may judge o f  the great Malignity o f Sin. I f  
we may pronounce o f the Diftemper by the 
difficult Method o f Cure, no Difeafe is more

defperate
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defperate than Sin. ’ T w asS in , that brought 
down the Son o f  God from Heaven, the R e 
gions o f eternal Light, to our Earth, the 
Place o f Darknefs. ’ T w a s  Sin, that made 
him take the Form o f a Servant, w ho was 
before In the Form o f God ; and when found 
in the Fafhion o f  a M an, delivered him o- 
ver to Death, even the Death o f the Crofs< 
For H im felf he had nothing to anfwer ; he 
w as without Spot and Blemiih. But all the 
W orld befide ftood charged in God’s fight, 
and he undertook to make their Atonement, 
to redeem them from the Curfe of the L a w , 
by being made a Curfe for them ;• to be the 
Lamb that Jkould take away the Sin of the 
World, and by Death to deliver from Death, 
which all Mankind was become obnoxious 
to.

T o  need fuch a Prieft, and fuch a Sacri
fice, demonftrates their Condition to be vej  
ry deplorable. God would not have ufed 
fuch extraordinary M eans, i f  lels might 
fuffice. I f  the L a w  could have given Life* 
verily Righteoufnefs had been by the L a w . 
I f  Perfection could have been obtain’d by 
the Levitical Priefthood, there had been 
no further need o f another Prieft after the 
Order o f  Aielchizedtck. I f  it had been pof- 
fible for the Blood o f  Bulls and o f Goats 
to take aw ay Sin, God had not prepared 
Chrift a Body, to fulfill his Will in. A ll 
thefe being weak and unprofitable, (not pro
portioned to fo great Ends,) God lent forth
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his Son, made o f a Woman, made under the 
L a w , to make us free from the L a w  o f  Sin 
and D e a th -, and by a Sacrifice for Sin to 
condemn Sin in the l  lejh.

It is not for us, fhort-fighted Mortals to 
fay, what God might or could do for the 
Pardon and Abolition o f  Sin, in any other 
W ay. It is enough, that he hath chofen no o- 
ther befide this o f  his Son’s being m adeFJeih, 
whereby to redeem us : that he hath told us, 
this is the only, the I aft Sacrifice for Sin : and 
that there remains no other for them, that 
take no hold o f this, by repentance. H eavy 
therefore muft be the Burthen o f  their Sins ; 
inexcufable their Guilt, inlupportable their 
M ifery, who forfeit the Benefit o f  this R e 
deemer , and defpife or negleft Chrift’s  
great Salvation !

( 2) We may hence admire, the lownefs o f 
Chrift’s Abatement in becoming M an. This 
firit A ft  o f Chrift, his iubmitting to be 
made Flefh, is often mentioned in Scripture* 
as a conliderable inftanceof his Humiliation : 
which it is hard to conceive, wherein it lies, 
i f  he were not before poiTeft o f  Being and 
Honour and Dignity in fome Pre-exiftent 
State : which there is no Reafon to prefer fo 
highly above the condefcenfion o f  Angels 
in their Administrations towards Men lb 
much lower than they, as the Apoftle to the 
Hebrews doth ; i f  he were not Superior to all 
the Angelick Beings, i f  lie had not by Inheri
tance a more excellent Name than they ; i f  as
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a Son, lie were not intitul’d to the Throne' 
and Scepter o f his Father.

Was he born a meer M an , like one o f  us,- 
wherein did his A-bafement exceed ours ? 
T o  be brought into Being from nothing, 
muft have been a Benefit to nim as well as- 
others : or a Degradation to other M en as 
well as to him. N or could he plead the merit 
o f  Choice above others, were he not in a 
prior Capacity, to  refufe w hat he undertook.

But granting him to have exifted in ful
nefs o f M ajefty , as the Word with God, and 
yet foregoing this willingly, to take upon him 
the Nature o f  M an , you then perceive the 
Force o f the facred Expreflions concerning it.

2 Cor. viii. 9. Tou know, faith the Apoftle, 
the Grace of our Lord j \efm Chri/t, that tho’  
he was rich, yet for your fakes he lecavie poor, 
that you thro’ his Poverty might be rich. A t  
w hat time was he rich, and in what ? N o t  
during his Life upon Earth. H e declares the 
contrary : He had not where to lay his Head ; 
and fometimes was put to the expence o f  a 
M iracle, to fatisfy his Hunger. In fuch Cir- 
cumftances, he parted not with much, that 
refigned a m iferableLife, which Nature one 
time or other would require. And for Riches 
in fpiritual Gifts, thefe for our fakes he was 
filled with on Earth, not deprived of, and 
he exercifed them more amply, the nearer he 
approach’d to his End.

T h ey  were therefore the Riches o f  Glory 
and Dignity that he enjoyed, before his Birth

and
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and quitted to become M an, which the A- 
poftle means; even that Glory Chrift prays 
for juft before his Paffion, ‘Job. xvii. 5. 
cAnd now, 0 Father,glorifie me with thy own 
Self.\ with the Glory which I  had with thee, 
before the World was. T h e  fameApoftle there
fore is careful to diftinguiih thu, from the 

ftill lower A ft  o f  Abafement, his fubmitting 
to a violent Death upon the Crofs, after he 
was made M an. Obferve his Gradation. 
Phil. ii, 6 , 7, 8. Who being in the Form
of God----  made hitufelf of no Reputation
Tor as the Greek Word implies, emptyed 
or divefted himfelf thereof,) and took upon 
him f t  If the Form of a Servant, And was 
made in the likenefs of Men. Here in
deed was a mighty diminution from the 
Form o f God, to the Form o f a Servant, 
which all allume that are made in the like*- 
nefs o f M en. And yet this was not all, being 
found in Fafhion as a Man, he humbled himfelf 
further, and became obedientJo‘Death, even 
the Death of the Crofs. As furely therefore 
as he dyed, fo furely he became true Man^ 
and he was as furely firft in the Form o f 
God,as he was afterwards in theForm o f M an  
fyou inuft underftand both States o f  a R e 
ality o f Being, or both o f  an empty Appea
rance :) and greater Humiliation can’t be con
ceived, than to defcend from a State fo high, 
to another fo oppofite.

( l)  On this Hypothefis, the Love o f God 
in M an?s Redemption is exceedingly magni-
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fied, and on no other fo much. For tho’ 
the Demerits and difmal Confequences o f 
Sin, endear the Blefling o f a Deliverance by 
any Hand ; and when the firft Motion pro
ceeds from the Perfon offended, the Grace 
is ftili enhanced : Yet i f  the Dignity o f  the 
Perfon that accompliih’d the Deliverance be 
alfo added, the Confideration thereof ex
ceedingly encreafes the Value o f it.

It  had been a mighty Honour to M en , 
made lower than the Angels, i f  God had 
employed any o f  the Angels that ftand be
fore his Prefence, on the Errand o f M a n ’s 
Salvation. But God palled over them, to 
fend his only-begotten Son, the Heir o f  all 
things, to fave us.

And how did he come ? N ot as the Son 
o f  fo great a K i n g , encircled with' G lory, 
attended by Myriads o f  Heavenly Beings 
his Minilters ; no, nor in the Grandeur o f 
a Temporal King, that claimed the Throne 
o f  his Father David. H e did not fo much 
as appear a perfect M an , at firft, as Adapt 
came out o f God’s Hands, but fubmitted to 
be born a common M an, in the ordinary and 
leifurely Procefs o f Nature, to take upon 
him our Flefh.

Flefh, our vileft Part, the Seat o f  Want 
and Infirmity, of Pain and Corruption, the 
Subject o f  Appetites and Pailions. In fucli 
a homely Tabernacle, he ipent many Years: 
f i e  laboured, he failed, he hungred. he 
grieved, he fuffercd Torments, and at length
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he dyed. Lord! w e may fay w ith  the Cen
turion, We were not worthy, that thou
(boulajl come under our Roof ! It had been a 
Degree o f  Love beyond Expectation, i f  thou 
ïiadlt vouchfafed, like a Man in Authority, 
but to fpeak a W ord in our Behalf ; but 
fince thou was not aihamed to vifit our N a 
ture, and to call us Brethren, w e are afto- 
nifht at the Riches o f thy Goodnefs. What 
could have been done more, that thou hail 
not done, to conilrain ingenuous Natures, 
to a fuitable Refentment o f  thy Kindnefs?

On the contrary, every Step that the N a 
ture of Chrift is lowered and degraded, 
is an Abatement to this Expreiïion o f  his 
Love. T h e  fewer Rights he had antece
dently to his Birth the lefs he quitted for 
our Sakes : and the lefs he quitted, the fmal- 
ler Obligations he has laid upon us.

The Apoftles therefore, to exalt our Senfe 
of the Benefit, do often mention the high 
Original of our Redeemer, and his near R e 
lation to the Father. In this, faith, St. 
j \obn was maîiifejteà the Love of God to
ward us, becaufe that God fefit bis only be
gotten Sou into the World, that we might 
live thro’ him. Herein is Love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
fent his Son to be the Propitiation for our 
Sin:. The Titles o f Son and only begot
ten Son, fuppofe fomething very peculiar in 
C h iL l above all other Beings. And what 
that was, the fame St. jfohn tells, juit after

the
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the W o rd s o f my T e x t , he was the Word 
made Flefh, and tabernacled among us, an d  
w e beheld his Glory, as o f  the only begotten of
the Father

From  this Relation to God, his Blood is 
called by another Apoftle, the precious Blood 
o f  Chrift, i  Pet. i. 1 9. W hy more precious 
than another M an ’s, but that it was offered 
thro’ the eternal Spirit without Spot to God ; 
as the Author to the Hebrews has it, it re
ceived Virtue from that Holy Nature, he ex- 
ifted in, before the World was, which made 
the Offering up o f  the Body o f  Chrift, far 
exceed all other Sacrifices, that were alfo o f  
G od’s Appointment. And therefore hereby 
■ferceive we the Love of God toward w .

Such Love calls on us, (4thly.) T o  ask our. 
felves, w hat w e fhall return to the Lord for 
all this. W hat ihall we render? W hat have 
we to render but Love in return ? Love o f 
him again is all that is left us ot our own,, 
God hath many Titles, to whatever w e can 
do befides. In R ight o f Creation, all the Ser
vice w e  are able to pay, is his. Further, He 
hath bought us with a Price, to glorily him 
both in Soul and Body, which are his. H ow 
ever there may be a ready Will, even under 
prior Engagements. W e may exprefs in a 
cheerful free choice to obey his Commands, 
and in the Pleafure wherewith wetranfcribe 
into our M anners w hat is moft eminent in 
Chrift’s Example, that were w e entirely our 
own, we w^uld deyote our ielves wholly to 
him, And



And there are two Things in Ch rift’s E x 
ample, which the Return o f  this D ay ’s So
lemnity, more efpecially reminds us of, viz. 
Humility and Love o f the Brethren. A s 
often as w e think o f  Chrift’s low Con'defcen- 
fion, w e fhould make the fame inference from 
it with St. Paul. Let the favie mind be in you, 
which was in Chrift Jtfuó, who bei?ig in the 
Form of God, did not make Oftentation o f  his 
real Dignity, nor pertinaciouily infift on this 
R ight, but was content to be degraded and 
contumeliouily treated for the Good o f  others.

Love o f the Brethren is another Virtue 
St John recommends from the Inftance o f  
Chrift’s Love. ‘Beloved, faith he, i f  God fo 
loved w , we ought alfe to love one another. 
And again, i Joh iii. 1 6. Hereby perceive 
w e the Love of God, becaufe he (Chrifl) laid 
down his Life for m. And, or therefore, we 
ought to lay down our Lives for the Brethren.

H ow far ill or t do they fall of this, who 
will not lay afide their Paffions o f Malice and 
Hatred and Envy againft their Brethren ? N o , 
nor fo much as a few Superfluities out o f  
their Plenty, to fave the Lives of their poor 
and miferable Brethren! O f fuch is the fame 
Apoftles Q^ieftion ; Wùofo hath this World's 
Good, ana fees his Brother hath need, and 

Jhuts up his 'Bowels of CompaJJion from him , 
how dwells the love of God in him ? And 
again, I f  we love not our Brother whom 
we have feen, howjhall we Jove God whom 
we have no': feen ? H ow  can they celebrate

before the K I N  G.



this Feaft o f  Chriflmas, w ho have not purged 
aw ay the Leaven  o f Uncharitablenefs,of M a 
lice and Wickednefs? I f  you would w alk in 
Love as Chrift hath loved us, you muft fulfill 
St Paul's Precepts, Eph. iv. 3 1 .  To put away 
all Bitternefs, and Wrath, and Anger, and 
Clamour, and evil [peaking, and be kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for ChrifSs fake has forgiven us.

T hen fhall our Sacrifice o f  Praife to God 
at the Holy Table, be a fweet Smelling Sa
vor ; then ihall we be worthy to fhew  forth 
the Lord ’s Death till he come ; and have rea- 
fon to be allured, that Chrift will perfeâ: his 
L o ve  towards us, and love us to the End. 
Bringing forth fuch Fruits, we may with Jo y  
look for his Second Appearance from Heaven, 
whence he fhall come again and receive us 
to himfelf, that where he is, there w e may 
be alfo, in the Regions o f Love and Peace 
and Blifs, for evermore.
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