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TO THE

IRISH PARLIAMENT.

G e n t l e m e n ,

S ó L O N  made it penal for an Atheniaf to (land 

neuter in an infurreftion— on the principle that if  

all declared themfclves, the majority being evident, 

the few would retire— ftrife would ceafe— the blood 

o f  the people about to be inglorioufly fhed in 

civil broils, would be fpáred. I íhjill apply to 

peaceful opinion the rule o f  the Athenian Legida- 

tor, and venture to addrefs you at a moment o f  
peculiar delicacy and importance— and iirft permit 
me to congratulate you, allow me to wifh the Iiiih 

people jo y , on the efcape both have narrowly had 
from the machinations o f  the Bririlh M inifter; 

whofe Irifh fadior has made a propofal to you, to 
furrender your inheritance, and the birth-rignt o f  

the Nation ; and to truft to the bounty o f  him and 
his fuccefTors, for a portion o f  the eftate. 1 lie 
propofal has been treated with the c o n t e m p t  ii
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deferved ; a contempt I own, I was not ib fanguine 
as to exp ea, from men who have manifefted fucli 
a temper, as you have done thei'e lbme years paft—  

a contempt which will aftound your Lord and 

Mailer, who calculated 011 your tame acquieicence 
to this meafure, from your fervile fubmilïion, and 
paffive obedience on former occafions.

Though you may ihut out all who are not part 

proprietors o f  the reprefentation, who are not 
fervile ; or who do not choofe to embark two 
thoufand five hundred pounds capital, in the trade 

o f Parliament, from a right to deliver their fenti- 

ments within the walls o f  your Meeting-houie ; 

you cannoç prevent difcuifion without doors, and 
lhough an inveiligation into your original conftitu- 
tion, or an enquiry into your late acts, may fail o f  

meeting with your approbation ; both are fo inter
woven with the immediate fubjeól o f  an incorporate 
I  nion, as not to admit o f  ieparation. By the 

former we ihall prove, that you cannot decide on 
the meafure ; by the latter we fhall demonftrate 
how treacherouily you have been dealt with ; how 
your fortunes, your lives, your characters have 
been fported with, how the a£ts you have been ex

cited to commit, have been made caufes which were 
to produce this grand efied. A n  incorporate Union 
o f  the Iriih and Engliih Legiilatures was to be 
the final o f  the woeful tragedy, which has been 

performing by his Majefty’s fervants in Ireland 
thefe fix years paft— under the guidance and direc

tion o f  the Engliih manager— William Pitt; and

light
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riaht gîad am I to find any lo o p  whereon to hang 
an extenuation o f  your faults— your virtues arc 

your own— your vices are die creation o f the

Britifh Minifter.

W e  have heard much o f  the almighty power 

o f  Parliament, we have been told by Law yeis, 

who take their opinions from books o f  law, not ot 

reafon, that Parliament is competent to any thing ; 

and that the people are bound to obey ell its ordi

nances— for argument fake, we will allow them as 

almighty as they wiih to have themfelves thought, 

within the limits o f  their jurifdiftion ; but who will 

deny that there are fixed bounds, not to be over

leaped even by them. Should they, valuing them, 

feIves on their power, within their own province, 
prelume to ufurp an authority, with which tU )  

never were inverted— I will, and do maintain that 

their laws are entitled to no obedience; and I foi 
one declare myfclf difcharged from any obligation, 

other than the law o f  the fword, and the right o 

the ftrongeft may impofe upon me. It is not iurpriz. 

ingthat we ihould hear men talk in the wild manner 
they do, o f  the power o f  Parliaments, when we 

confider the revolution, which the institution h^s 

experienced ; from fervants become mafters from 
guaidians becomc fpoilers— from controllers of 

the power o f  the Executive, become allies and 

auxilaries o f  the Executive iefclt, and with the 
Minifter leagued, to break down every barrier o f  

the Conftitution, and overthrow the rights 01 the 

People.
B 2 Has
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Has the Parliament any fixed limits or has it not ? 
from whence is the anfwer to come, the People or 

the Parliament, the creator or the creature ? L ocke 
is o f  opinion the people fhall be judge, “  for who, 

(fays he) fhall be judge whether his truftee or 
deputy ails well, and according to the truft repofed 

in him, but he, who deputes him reafon fays the 

fame intereil : will fay any thing likely to promote 
its own ends. But Locke goes farther, and exprefsly 
declares that fuch an aft o f  the Legifiative, would 

diflolve the Government ; his words are remark

able, and admit but o f  one conftru£tion : « the 
delivery,”  (fays that great man) “  o f  the people 

into the fubjedtion o f  foreign power, either by the 

Prince, or by the Legiflative, is certainly a change 
of the Legiflative, and fo  a dijjolution of the Govern
ment : for the end why people entered into fociety 
being to be preferved one entire, free and independ

ent fociety, to be governed by its own laws ; this is • 
loft, whenever they are given up into the power 
o f  another.”  With equal juftice, and with equal 
reafon, might an agent having a power o f  attor
ney to jeceive rents, feize upon the eftate, and con
tend for the inheritance, as you could confent to an 
incorporate Union with any other country— the 
people did noteleft you for that purpofe— you can
not without exceeding the limits now affigned you, 
preiume even to entertain the dilcuflion o f  the fub- 
jedt ; I am bold to aver, that until the whole peo

ple by themfelves, or their delegates chofen for the 
exprefs purpofe o f  determining the queftion, de

cide upon it, no earthly power now conftituted,

can



can change the Irifh Legiflative, without a diflolution 

o f  the Government,— nor will the example o f  S cçt-  

land prove the legality o f  your right,— as well may 

filicide be defended, becaufe one worthy but weak 

man has put an end to his exigence. T h at the Scot- 

tiih parliament did exercife the right, is as certain as 

that in fo doing, they exceeded their powers,— the 

queftion was not derided by law, it was carried by 

gold. T h e  Rights o f  Man, inherent, invaluable, and 

antecedent to the dogmas of the fchools, are not to 

be violated by fophifm. But it is idle to fet about 

an elaborate proof o f  a fclf-evident proportion : 

would it not be abfurd to enter into an argument o f  

its being noon-day, when the fun is at its meri

dian ? would it not be ridiculous in an Iriihman, 

who had the fmalleft fpark cf affe&ion for his coun

try, to enter into a difquifition to prove that W il

liam Pitt, and enemy to Ireland are fynonymous 

terms ? all who have eyes acknowledge the one—  

all who have feelings confefs the other. But I will 

cite one authority o f  more weight with me, than 

all the opinions, which all the gold o f  England could 
purchafe, that the parliament o f  Scotland, from its 

conftitution, was not competent to confent to a fur- 

render o f  the Legiflative, and that is the authority 

o f  Fletcher o f  Saltown, whofe opinion I prize as 

much above that o f  all his cotemporaries, as I va

lue the intelligence, the virtue, the real patriotifm 
o f  Lord Lauderdale, more than the like qualities 

to be found in all the peerage and the forty five 

commons o f  the Scottiih nation taken collectively.
■ *

Gentlemen



s
%

Gentlemen you have a wide fcope to rangr, yet 

there is a region into which you cannot foar, great 

as are your dimenfions, you do not occupy fpace 

altogether.

I f  the queftion was to be decided fairly and 

reafonably, there cannot be a doubc of its fate, but 

I have heard o f  the miracles wrought by gold 
properly applied. I have heard o f  a 74  gun Britifh 
man o f  war, becoming from a crazy hulk, fit for 
fea in four and twenty hours. 1 have heard o f  

matters unintelligible to a perfon at his entrance into 

the prefence o f  a State Sydrophel being made as 
plain as that 2 and 2 make four, before his coming 

forth, and what has been may be ; but I feel it 
my duty to inform you, that even your confent will 

not avail. I tell you plainly that whilft an hundred 

o f you may be employed, in paying your com 
pliments to the Britifh minifter in Downing-ftreet) 

and bowing down at the polluted ihrine o f  fclf- 
intereft and proftitution, the people may be engaged 

in forming' a convention in the teeth o f  your con- 
vention aft, and your hundred dancing-mailers 

may not find it fo eafy a matter to return to this 
deferted country, as at their ikipping off they fup- 
pofed ; we are a blundering people, and may do that 
laft, which ihould have been done firíl. T o  difmifs 
this part o f  the fubject, L o ck e  has faid generally, 
the Legiilature cannot be changed without a diffo- 
lution o f the Government, Fletcher has faid the 

fame in the particular inilance o f  Scotland, and I
am



am o f  opinion that you are not competent, and 1 

am to the full as well qualified to afcertain the truft 

I have repofed in you, as you C2n poflibly be.

T h e  manner in which the poifonous ferpent lay 

lurking in the fpeech from the Throne, the ftyle in 

which it was introduced, the affected ignorance o f  

the ftripling faftor as to its fhape, form, or efièntial 

qualities, were an infult to your underftandings as 

men, a derifion o f  your functions as a Legiflative 

body. Ignorant as he pretended to be « o f  the m oil 

effcftual means o f  maintaining and improving a con

nection between England and Ireland, eflêntial to 

their common fecurity, and o f  confolidating as 

far as pollible into one firm and lafting fabric, the 

ftrength, the power, and the refoui ces o f  the Britiih 

empire.”  Strongly, infidioujly, as he infilled a 

ilipport o f  Legiflative Union was not involved in 

fupport o f  the addrefs, yet does he inform us that 

it was by Legiflative Union o n l y  he hoped for the 

means o f  promoting the ftrength o f  the empire, anti 

the coniblidation o f  its powers.”  From this decla

ration, and from the arguments adduced in the 

fupport o f  the meafure (for it had abettors whom 
I hope Ireland never will forget.) T h e  military 

plot has been difcovered, Ireland has been yet 

preferved; the monfter conceived by William Pitt, 

with which poor Ireland has been in travail thefe fix 
years part, has been brought forth ; thank God it 
but iàw the li^ht to groan and— die.

9
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T h e  power o f  the empire is to be confolidated, 

the mifchiefs attending imperium in imperio are to 
vaniih ; theie are the bleilings which were to refait 

from fach a complication o f  curfes as the land has 
been infefted with, by the confolidation o f the 

imperial force, the gigantic power o f  the mighty 

Republic o f  France was to be cruihed by jolum 

imperiumy infurre&ion was to ceafe, rebellion was 

to be no more. L et this be proved by lome more 
folid argument than the afiertion o f the Irifh agent, 
founded on the di£tum o f the Engliih Minifier. I 

would be a warm and enthufiaftic advocate for thé 
Union— W h y  ? Becaufe tranquillity is evidence o f  

good government, and a proof o f  the fatisfa&ion o f 
the people. But I draw a direftly contrary cor.clu- 

fion from that o f  the men in office, and I rejoice that 
m y opinion is fortified by yours. I lay the humilia

tion o f France does not depend upon the completion 
o f  this or any other fcheme o f  Pitt’s. I know that 
the death-blow is not to be given to inliirrection 
and rebellion, by an incorporate Union with 

England*

M y  defign in this addrefs to you is not to enter 
into an argument, but to declare a faft, to expofe 
a confpiracy deeply laid for your annihilation, for 
the total extinftion of the Rights o f  the Iriih People. 
I wifh to lay before you the chain, that was to bind 
Ireland, o f  which this Union was not only the lafl 
link, but the lock, the key o f  which is in the pocket 
of W illiam Pitt*

From



F rom  the time o f  the queftiori o f  the R egen cy  ; 

Pitt determined on the U n io n ; from that moment 

all the art, duplicity, and chicane, o f  which lie 

is mafter, have been employed to make a breach 

between the people and the parliament, by excitirfg 

the latter to commit ads, which could not be jus

tified i which he will knew could not fail o f  

making them contemptible in the eye o f  Europe, 

in the fight o f  Ireland, and in their own opinion; 

whilft they thought, vainly thought, they were meet

ing what is termed treafon ; they were creating trai

tors ; whilft they were proving themfelves obedient 

to the mandate o f  the Britifli minifter. they were 

demonftrating to him the facility o f  his defigns, and 

determining him to treat with little ceremony men, 

who had loft all reverence for themfelves.

Ireland has been defolated by a foldiery encou

raged in licentioufnefs, by an enraged people, and 

by foreign invafions from England and from France. 

It has been made the Theatre o f  the worft ipecies 

o f  warfare (for even in warfare there are degrees 

o f  comparifon) thefe fix years paft, where all the 

moft malignant pallions o f  the foul of man, have 
been called forth for the moft deteftable purpofes, 

and this, Pitt, has been your work ; the convention 

bill— the gun-powder bill— the inlurredion a d —  

the ads o f  indemnity— the abolition o f  trial by 

Jury_the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus tue
demolition o f  the P r e f s — Burnings— Tortures—  

Free quarters— Military executions— and civil car

nage. Thefe were the precurfors, thefe were made

c  by



b y  the Britifh A lva  to ferve as caufes when conve

nient opportunity fhould offer which were to pro

duce their adequate effeft, Legiflative Union, 
furrender o f  Iriih independence. Have the Par

liament o f  Ireland betrayed the truft repofed in 

them ? H ave they appeared foremoft in torturing 
the people they were bound to proteft ? H ave they 

given their fan&ion for the deftrudtion o f  the pro

perties, liberties, and lives o f  thofe, whom, as faithful 

guardians they were pledged to prelerve ? H ave 
they proved themfelves unworthy the confidence o f  

the nation? D id the people turn their attention 

wholly from the Parliament, and, in defpair, feek 
for refuge any where from their felt domination—  
A ll,  all was occafioned by William Pitt.

W h o  that has kept an eye on the Engli 

Minifter, who that has watched his Iteps, whilft he 
feemed to lead the way to reform, and was ftringing 
together fentences to amufe the ear o f  the credulous 
Englilh, until his apoftacy, and through his high 

carreer in office ; who that has marked his invariable 
condudt towards Ireland ; arid that has heard o f  the 

adts or the Iriih Parliament, during the agency o f  

Weftmoreland and Camden j who that has witneiT- 
ed tne prefent times, and now hears that thefe times 
have been chofen for making a propofal to you to 
furrender the Irifli Legifiative to the gripe o f  the 
Britifh Minifter, can entertain a doubt o f  the length, 
depth, and breadth o f  the confpiiacy formed againft 
the liberties o f  the Irifh people. But countrymen, for 
ftill you are my countrymen, you have difappointed

the



the diícíple o f  M achiavel, ufe your triumph with 

moderation, defpile not the ftrength o f  your wily 

adveriary, beware o f  him, he will turn, and turn, 

and turn a^ain : after he had planted and cherifhed an 

hatred, which he had hoped was irreconcilable be

tween the people and the Parliament, an incorpc. ats 

Union was to be the marmalade, which was to give  

a zeft to the deicrt; I warn you tafte not o f  it, it is 

the fruit o f  the forbidden tree. P itt in his vain 

imagination from cold calculation may deceive him- 

felf, he may fuppofe, becaufe he is the author o f  

the mifchief, that he can direft the ftorm which he 

has impioufly raifed— he may think it is in his 

power to make his grand intent operate like magic. 

W h en  the work was finiilied in his opinion, all 

would be calm— W h y ? Becaufe forfooth To he would 

have it;  but I tell him then would the ftorm o f  his 

creation grow more terrible, then would the clouds 

lower, the thunders roll? the lightnings fiy, difobe- 

dient to his hollow call; then would the elements 
harmonioufly in unifon with the imperious voice o f  

nature, break their tremendous peals over his de

voted head ; then would the torrents, by himfelf 

fent forth, fwcep his transfixed and blafted carcafe 

to thofe regions “  from whofe bourn no traveller 

returns.,,

T h u s far have I ventured my opinion on the 

incompetency o f  Parliament, even to diicufs the 

queftion, and to advocate their caufe by ihe wing the 

quarter from whence our evils really have fprung—  

comfortable it is to my feelings to be able with
C  2 truth
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truth to affirm that the Parliament has been excited 
to rebel againft the people j and it is a great conlo- 

lation to me to think they are repentant. Y ou r 
independence is but nominal, there is in it however 

the power o f  doing good, a power which may be 

exerted.

T o  prove your incompetency, I have given in 

evidence L ocke and Fletcher, to prove a part o f  
the confpiracy o f  Pitt and his JaniiTaries, I have 
appealed to the aób o f the laft Parliament ; there 

yet remains to be difclofed another branch of thç 
confpiracy in the laft aft but one o f  this damned 

piece which cannot be better opened than by giving 

the words o f  the incomparable, uncontroverted, 

incontrovertible, and conftitutional Locke. “  H e, 
“  (the executive) adts alfo contrary to his truft, 

“  when he either employs ihe force, treafure, and 

“  offices o f  the fociety, to corrupt the Reprefenta- 
“  tives, and gain them to his purpofes; or openly 
“  pre-engages the electors, and prefcribes to their 

cc choice, fuch whom he has by folicitations, threats, 

“  promifes, or otherwife won to his defigns ; and 

“  employs them to bring in fuch, who have pro- 

“  mifed before hand what to vote, and what to 
“  enadt. Thus to regulate canditates and electors, 
“  and new-model the ways o f  eledtion, what is it 
"  but to cut up the Government by the roots, and 
« poifon the very fountain o f  public fecurity ? 
“  For the people having referved to themfelves the 
“  choice o f  their reprefentatives, as the fence to their 

« properties, could do it for no other end, but that
“  they



“  they might be always freely chofen, andfochofen 

“ freely ait and advife, as the neceflîty o f  the com - 

« mon-wealth, and the public good, ihould upon ex- 

“  amination, and mature debate, be judged to re- 

“  quire. This, thofe who give their votes before 

“  th ey  bear the debate, ami have weighed the reafons 

“  on all fuies, arc not capable o f doing. To prepare 

«  luch an affembly as this, and endeavour to fet up 

« the declared abettors o f  his own will, for the true 

•c reprefentatives o f  the People, and the law-makers 

« o f  the fociety, is certainly as great a breach o f  

“  truft ; and as perfedt a declaration o f  a defign to 

“  fubvert the Government, as is poffible to be met 

“  with. T o  which, i f  one ihall add, rewards and 

“  puniihments vifibly employed to the lame end, 

“  and all the arts o f  perverted law made ufe of, to take 

“  off, and deftroy, all that ftand in the way o f  the 

“  defign, and will not com ply and confent to betray 

“  the liberties o f  their country, it will be paft doubt 

“  what is doing. W hat power they ought to have 

“  in the fociety, who thus employ it contrary to 

« their truft, which went along with it in its firlt 

« inftitution is eafy to determine ; and one cannot 

“  but fee, that he who has once attempted any liich 

“  thing as this cannot any longer be trufted.”

W h at i f  it could be proved that a part o f  the 

Reprefentatives were fummoned to a midnight 

meeting at the very refidence o f  the executive ; 
what i f  it could be made plainly appear, that they 
were convened for the purpofe o f  being prepared to 

rehearfe the feveral parts they were to perform in
the
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the Theatre the following day ; what if  it could be 
demonftrated, that they were gathered together, 

with an intent to foreftall their opinions, to influ

ence their judgment, to pre-engage their votes. I f  

thefe are faiíls, I afk what is the proper name o f  
that convention, I wifh to be informed what is the 

true defignation o f  thofe that fkulked to fuch a 

place at fuch an hour. I f  it be a fa£t, the conven

tion was a treafonable meeting to all intents and 

purpofe?. If it be a fad, thofe that fo afièmbled 
were traitors in the true and real acceptation of the 

word, you have heard the fentence of John L ocke, 

who wrote for the exprefs purpofe o f  declaring what 

the true principles were o f  the Britifh Confu

tation as fettled at the revolution of 1688, and on 

fuch ground I leave you to form your judgment, 

firft premifing that i f  it was poffible fuch a thing 
could have been done, Pitt muft have advifed and 

counfelled the proceeding, and is by no means to 

be forgotten in apportioning the punifhment juftly 

due to fo enormous a crime.

Gentlemen, I hope you are convinced that with

out authority from the people, for the exprefs pur
pofe, the Legiflative cannot be altered, and that 
by the alteration the Government would be diflolved, 
I am rejoiced to find, that you do not think the 

mealure would be produótive o f  the good effedts 
pretended to be expedted from it, and that fo far 

from ftrengthening the Empire by confolidation, 
extenfion would in truth be the confequence, where
by the Empire would be confiderably weakened and

impaired,



impaired, from the unequal portion o f  vital prin

ciple, and energetic vigour in the feveral parts. 

There  is a material difference between the artificial 

confolidation o f  a parliament, and the phyfical 

power o f  a people, fo you think, and though I 

maintain you could not entertain the queftion, with

out offering an infult to your conftituents, I am 

glad you did difcufs the merits, as thereby you have 

had an opportunity o f  declaring your fentiments lb 

unequivocally on the fubjech

There  is ftill another lèntencc, the fafliionable 

phrafe, thejlaft importation from Downing-ftreet, the 

imperium in imperio, to be anfwered; it  is fearful to 

difcant on, nor does it farther appertain to  the quef- 

tion o f  an Union, than that Ireland ihould be trotted  

out of the lift o f  nations, imperium imperio, is o f  d an 

gerous and bad confequence, and not to be borne 

by fe par ate ftates : fuffice it to lay for the prelent, 

that an animal with two bodies and one head, is a 

more extraordinary monfter, than an animal with 

two heads and onfc body, both are lufi naturæ ; a 

greater curiofity than either, is an animal with a 

real head on one body, a fubftitute, artificial, or 
automaton head on the other, every bodyJhouldbave 

its own head, and in my opinion, an Irilh head on 

Engliih ihoulders, is not more unnatural than an 

Engliih head on an Irilli body, prejudice and cui- 

tom, whilft they caufe for the moment all the fenles 
to be ihocked at the fight of the one, have recon

ciled the eye to look on the other, not only with 

compofure, but with rapture, but nature is nature

ftil)
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ftilí, and with Dfennán, my friend, the friend o f  his 

country :— “  Hear me for once, Ireland, when I fay, 

happinefs never can be had by a people, whofe 

fovereignty does not reft W I T H I N  T H E M 
S E L V E S .”

Even if  I did not conceive myfelf in duty bound 

to detail the confpiracy fyftematically carried on 

againft our country, there .is another imperious call 

on every good citizen to raiiè his voice at this 

inftant o f  temporary exultation ; I have m y fore

bodings it is but temporary; let him only, who 
knows not Pitt, fuppofe that the projeft has been 

abandoned, which is but deferred. Methinks I fee 
him after the firft tranfport o f  difappointed treachery 

had fubfided, cheriihing the fond hope o f  turning his 

defeat to his advantage, and taking his meafures for 
making you appear more contemptible, i f  poffible, 

than heretofore, your debafement is his glory ; now 
will the widely extended means, with which he is 

furnifhed, and another more powerful invafion o f  

Engliih rfioney, and o f  Engliih men, be employed 
to carry the day. W e  know he has declared the 
Union íhalí be accomplifhed, he has pajfed the 

Rubicon. L et the United People o f  Ireland meet 
him, and convince the tyrant, the bold invader o f  
their rights, o f  the erroneous calculation he has 
made o f  the numbers he will have to oppofe. L e t  
the ftrength o f  Ireland co-operate, and ihe may 
defy the defpots o f  the world. People roufe your- 
lelves, let all curfed diftinftions ceafe ; let all names 

be loft in that o f  Irifhman ; then will you live and 
be happy. Unite and— live— Divide and— die.

Let



L e t  us now turn from the pail, and look to the 

future : let not the triumph you have gained over 
dcfpotifm be o f  no avail to the people, who are to

hope, and do truil that you will prove yourfelves a 

blefling, not continue to be a curfe to our common 
country.

W e  have heard much o f  the Bririíh Conftitutîon, 

o f  its excellence and fuperiority over all the forms 

o f  government ever devifed by the wit o f  man ; yet 

whilft its moil enthufiaftic admirers lavifh praifes, 

they confefs its numerous and egregious faults, 

which they qualify by declaring one perfection j 

namely, that there is inherent in it fufficient life, 

foul, and energy, to reform its abufes. T h o u gh  I 

profefs m yfelf dull as to its merits, except on a 

companion with the conftitutions o f  Conilantinople 

or Japan, which I dare lay have their warm advo

cates, and are declared by thole, who live by their 

abufes, the m oil glorious conilitutions under the 

fun: yet I will allow that lpirit to be in it, "ilrong 

and pungent enough to correft all its weaknefs, and 

that is the fpirit o f  the fovereign people, properly 

infufed into a true reprefentative body, which you 

cannot pretend to be. It is not by paflîng eulogi- 

urns on the conilitution, whilit you are ripping up 

every plank of that, which went by the name ; it 

is not by panegerizing the Revolution o f  1782, 

when the nation exchanged the arbitrary controul o f  

the Britifh Parliament, under the management o f  

the Britifh Miniiler, exercifed at a trifling charge, 

for the dire ft, immediate influence o f  the fame

D  Minifter,
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Minifter, worked at an enormous expence, plun- 

dered from the people. T h e  fpoil divided among 

the fervants to betray their mafter, with one noble 
exception : there is a glorious diftinftion between 

wages raviihed from the betrayed, to be fquandered 

on the vicious ; and reward flowing fpontaneouily 

from a grateful and admiring people, to place a 
virtuous man in a ftate o f  honourable independence. 

G r a t t a n ,  need I name you : whilft I paufe to pay 

the poor tribute o f  my efteem, my approbation ; 
you did wonders, but now you are convinced that 

whilft you were applying a cure to cutaneous puf- 
tulesj an ulcer formed within, was confuming 
the vitals o f  the patient. Y o u  are now convinced 

that a good conflitution W2" not to be formed by 
making more fecure the monopoly o f  the reprefen- 

tation, by giving greater temptation for proftitution 

from the rife in the market o f  corruption, or by 
affimilating a provence with bad habits as nearly as 

poflible to a vicious kingdom.

It was not by the annual meeting o f the Parlia

ment, conftituted as it was, by creating ufelefs places 
for no purpofe but to be filled up by ufelefs fervants, 

with exorbitant wages ; it was not by fuch means a 
conftitution was to be formed, or that the people 
were to be made happy. This has been fully 
proved ; Pitt by the influence put into the hands o f 

the Britith Minifter at the time o f the prepofterous 
revolution o f 1782, has aicertained the fa£t; the 

acts of the laft Parliament are evidences o f  the truth.
L e t  factious hirelings change, pervert, diftort, com

mon
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mon fenfe, and plain reafon into as great a variety o f  

fhapes as language will g iv e  them fcope. 1  he 

queftion o f  the prefent times, which appear fo fright

ful, comes fimply to the one point ; That the people 

in this comparatively enlightened age art ftrugglwg 
for imprescriptible, unalienable rights, which bave been 

ufurped in days o f darknefs and ignorance, and of 

which ths ufurpers keep forcible pojfeffm— vi et

armis.

Gentlemen, you have done that you ought to be 

forry for, and for which I trull you are grieved ; you 

have been a two-edged fword in the hand o f  Pitt, 

with which « he carved you as a difh fit for die 

gods, and hacked the people as a carcafe fit for 

hounds j”  you have been an infiniment in his hand 

to forge chains for the people, for yourfelves, for the 

Englilh nation ; the chains you have wrought for 

the people, he will allow you to put on them in 

the fafhion m oil fuitable to your tafle ; thofe you 
have prepared for yourfelves, the Ancient Britons 

will lay over you at a convenient opportunity, and 

the chains he has laboured for the Englilb nation, 

he has affured himfelf o f  the chearful aid o f  the Infh

flaves to rivet.

Should you flop ihort, you have done nothing; 

follow up your blow, give all your weight, the m o 
mentum o f  all your force directed at the apoilate 

P it t ;  drive him from the helm ; croak P E A C E  
into his ear ; refufe to co-operate with him ; Peace 

is his death-warrant ; the falvation o f  the people.
_« •
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This may be the work o f  fome fmall tim e; let 

your firft ait be an a d  o f  inftant juftice, an earned 

o f  your repentance, and your future conduft : aflTem- 
ble not as confpirators, not as an infernal banditti, 

but as rational creatures, viewed by God and man ; 

take it not unkindly o f  me, I mean not to offend. 
Shall I whifper the name o f  F *********  in your 

ear ! can 1 expeft my whifper to be heard, by men 

who would not liften to the voice o f  a C u r r a n ,  in 

founds o f  fweeteft melody, or fent forth like lighten
ing, conviction flaihing from every note ? But the 
fofteft whiiper is more diftinctly heard in the calm, 

than thunder in the ftorm. I conjure you to meet 
and reftore to the owners their lawful right, my be
loved F ********** , in whom was concentered all 

the good qualities o f  a Hampden, RufTell, and 
Sydney; good Heavens, what am I about ! T h e  

painter, who reprefented the facrriice o f  Iphegenia 
unable to defcribe the countenance o f  Agamemnon, 

drew a veil over his face. M y  friend, the beft 
beloved o f  the fons and daughters o f  Erin, is above 

ail praife. H ave I raifed ghofts to haunt your 

frighted confciences ; I hope it has been but to con- 
fign their bodies to the peaceful grave, whilft their 

virtues will grow and flourifh in the memories o f  

Irilhm en till time ihall be no more.

L et  your next proceeding be, to call for the 
agreement ( if  agreement it can be called) between 
the Delegates from the Executive, and from the 
priions— read— mark— compare it with the A f t  
you have paiTed in your laft feilion, “  be juft and 

«  fear not.”  Ruet ccelum, fiat jujtttia ;— repeal the
obnox’ous
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the obnoxious ordinances which have effaced every 

veftige o f  the Conftitution ; purify yourfelvts— M e n  

not to the devoted flaves hired to buzz into your 

ears, that concelTion on your part, will be confi- 

dered to proceed from fear, not from ju ftice; I tell 

you the reverfe, and I know the people. It is not 

enough for men, who have or are fuppoled to have, 

accepted a truft, to ceafe to do evil, « they ihould 

learn to do well.”  A  temperate, moderate reform, 

fuch as will reftore to the Dem ocracy, its propor

tionable and juft weight in the fcale of this mixed 

Government, not trenching on the prerogatives o f  

the limited Monarchy, nor on the privileges o f  the 

Ariftocracy, is wanted, is defired---and rely on it, 

will fooneror later be obtained. I f  the Dem ocracy 

cannot be replaced in its natural ftation, without en- 

angering an Oligarchy, which with the plumage 

and on the pinions o f  the Republic, has ioared 

above our reach ; nay, beyond our fartheft ken : 

I make no hefitation to fay— down with all artificial 

diftindtions------L ive  the People.

But I deny the hypothefis, each eitate may and 

ought to have its true pofition— -the people want 

no more— I hope they never will accept o f  leis.

W hen I contemplate the abfolute neceffity for a 

change o f  our prelent ricketty and monftrous fyl- 

tem, when I take a review o f  the adts of the 

Englifh Minifter, I cannot but admire the won

derful goodnefs o f  Providence in fending Pitt to

rule thefc nations, who in a few years has opened
our



our eyes more, and enabled us to take a more com-
prehenfive and perfett view o f  our fituation, than 

the roll o f  tenfold ordinary time could have efieiled. 
T h e  grand Artificer, fends clouds o f locufts, hurri
canes and earthquakes to vifit the earth with plague, 

peftilence and famine, for what wife purpofes the 
limited fenfes o f  M an cannot conceive ; wolves, 

tigers, ferpents, hyaenas, crocodiles, he has created : 

with what intent Man cannot comprehend. H e  

has produced—-a Nero, a Caligula, an A lva, a 
Robeipierre, a P it t ; - -w e  know not why— -but this 

■we k n o w -—all are ufeful— for God makes nought 

in vain.
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