
SHORT ADDRESS

/ 1

TO T,

P E O P L E  OF  I R E L A N D ,

O N  T H E  S U B J E C T
C7

OF AK

• u N I O N \

I  REEHOLDER*

DIEU MR GARDE DR MRS AMIS*

PRINTED 1 OR W ILLIAM JOtytS, No. 26, COLLEGE (IKK; N 
9 OPPOSITE l*Hi; COLLEGE.

.1 7 9 9 .



•  '1 ,

C f r



A

S H O R T  A D D R E S S ,  @V.

* V V  E  are called upon, by the advocates 

o f  an Union, to difcufs that fubjedt with 

calmnefs and moderation ; and I do confefs 

jt is no more than prudent, in thofe gen

tlemen to propole thefe terms o f  political 

combat when the queftion is, whether or 

not an independent kingdom lhall be con

verted into a province.

T o  reconcile us to a meafure w hich fills 

impartial minds with a croud o f  difficulties 

and objections, they dwell, in the fire

place, on the firength o f  imperial indivi- 

iibility, and the weaknefs o f  the federal 

fyftem o f  independent fiâtes»
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In the fécond place, they maintain, 

that this incorporation will allay our dif- 

turbances and put a final period to the 

fcheme o f  feparating the two kingdoms.

In the third place, they infift it w ill in

troduce commerce, induftry and riches 

into this kingdom.

And laftly, that it will civilize our peo

ple and improve their manners.

In order that I may be favoured with a 

patient attention on a fubjeót which, in 

m y opinion involves your deareft interefts, 

I will difcufs thefe different heads with all 

the brevity in my power.

And in the fir ft place, I look upon it, 

that the great objedt in the connexion o f 

v independent ftates, is, that in relation to 

foreign powers, there ihould exift a con

formity of will and promptitude o f decifion

in



in all the members o f  it, are indivisibility,

i f  I may fo exprefs it, o f  mind and adtion

in the means for their common fecurity.

I f  this objedt be atchieved, I conceive 

that all the reafonable ends o f  Union are

completely anfwered. According to this

defcription, the cafe o f  independent, foe-

derated republicks, (fuch as Switzerland

for example) can never apply to Great

Britain and Ireland. T h o fe  ilates have

no common bond or centre o f  Union :

their refolves are tedious, their motions

flow, and their concord uncertain in regard

to foreign powers ; but the reverfe is the

cafe in the empire o f  Great Britain : there

the crown, w ith  which every member o f  it
J

is connefted, is the common bond or centre 

o f  union. In that crown is wifely veiled 

the prerogative o f  making peace and war 

and treaties w ith  foreign powers, and ac

cordingly whenever a determination has been 

made, w ith  the concurrence o f  the mother

ftate,
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ftate, in any of thefe refpefts, it has been 

implicitly followed by every part o f the 

empire. N o  one inftance is on record to 

the contrary. W hat a futility, therefore, is 

it to fuppofe the cafe o f an impediment 

thrown by the parliament o f Ireland in 

the way o f  thofe powers which they have 

held facred for centuries, and which, had 

they once attempted to obftruit them, 

they knew muil have juftified the refort 

o f  the crown to another corrective princi

ple o f  the conilitution, the diffolution ol 

the parliament.

But nature, by the interpofition o f feas,

has made another diilinftion, when ihe

eftabliihed thefe barriers, which precluded

general intercourfe, and even allowed ac-

cefs only by intermiffion, ihe feemed to

have fuggefted to countries, ftanding. in

the relation of Great Britain and Ii eland,

the



the abfolute neceffity o f  diftindt legiila- 

tive afleinblies, each for its own govern

ment ; a right which has been w ifely held 

facred by the mother country until this 

æra. And, coniidering that this empire 

loofes nothing, in the fcale o f  nations, by 

this legiflative feparation, as I have already 

(hewn, I am unable to comprehend what 

political jealoufy could inducc the mother 

ftate to apprehend any formidable confe- 

quences from continuing to a country fo 

connected w ith  her the full benefits and 

virtues o f  the Britiih conftitution. I f  ihe 

had not been milled by a fimilar, fatal 

delufion, fhe never •would have experienced 

the lofs o f America. T aught by that im

portant leffon ihe, then, gave w ay to the 

fpirited expostulation o f  the Irilh nation. 

But what is her language now, or which 

is the fame thing, what is the language o f

her
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her partizans in this meafure ? “  that our 

“  legiilative indépendance will lead to 

“  feparation, and feparation to hoilility.” * 

Leaving thefe gentlemen for a while to

their metaphyfical fancies o f  tracing fuch
ft

confequences from the probable tranfiti- 

ons o f the human mind, I ihall, for my 

part, confine m yfelf to fads, and I deny 

that there are any to juitify their polition. 

Shall we be told that it can be juitified by 

the events o f  the late unfortunate rebel

lion ? that the adt o f virulent and difap- 

pointed men, inliited in the agency o f 

France, who for fome years pail had 

pradifed in fecret upon the refule o f our 

people and at length inflamed their minds 

with the dreams o f  equality and fepara

tion ? ihall w e be told, I fay, that it is 

the adt o f  the nation ? But let us fee where 

the real fenfe o f  the nation has been ma-

nifefted. W hat has been the condudt o f

the
* Phamphlet entitled, Anfwer to Mr. Spencer,
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the parliament ? W h at has been the con

duct o f  the corporations and o f  the men o f  

property one and all throughout this k in g

dom ? Have they not watched, have they 

not exerted and harrafled themfelves to 

preferve to Great Britain the connexion o f  

this country ? Y e t  the patrons o f  Union 

have let loofe their pamphleteers to brand 

that parliament with the m oil opprobrious 

epithets, to reproach the nobility with in- 

folence and tyranny, and the gentry with 

ignorance and corruption. Thus heap

ing injury on ingratitude, and infult upon 

injury.

But i f  I were to indulge myfelf, after 

the example o f  thefe gentlemen, in rea- 

foning upon probabilities, I w ould fay, 

that the zeal unanimouily difplayed, by 

the whole property o f  the nation, in pul

ling down the late rebellion, was, moil

probably,



probably, infpired by a fenfe o f the blef- 

fings we enjoyed in a full participation o f  

the Britiili conilitution, and the increafed 

profperity which was flowing from it, 

day after day, until that deplorable event ; 

for had the French eruption burfl: forth 

at that sera when this, nation groaned 

under the cruel and tyrannous reilraints 

o f  the mother country, had France, at 

that junilure, propofed a vifit to our ihores 

to inveil us with that liberty and indepen

dence denied by Great Britain, is it un- 

reafonable to conclude from the indigna

tion and oppreffion o f  the public mind at 

that day, that very different confequen- 

ces might probably have enfued ?

I come now to the fécond head— “  that 

“  our diilurbances will be removed by 

“  the incorporation o f  our parliament 

“  with that o f  Great Britain, and a final

“  period



“  period put to the fcheme o f  feparating 

“  the two kingdoms.” — I have waited 

w ith  patience to hear by what arguments 

this interefting poiition would be fupport- 

ed, I was well aware that the advocates 

for an Union would, upon a full convic

tion o f  this happy confequence, attack a 

multitude o f  loyaliits, worn out with the 

troubles o f  the times, and the confiant 

apprehenlion o f  looiing every thing which 

was dear to them ; but m y patience was 

to no purpofe.— T hefe gentlemen ima

gined that people, in the predicament I 

have j uft now mentioned, without any in-

veitigation, would be caught by the lure 

o f  their aflumption. T h e y  had, there

fore, recourfe to a common artifice o f  fo- 

phiftical reafoning, the taking for granted 

the very thing which ought to be proved. 

Since then thefe gentlemen have not con- 

defcended to fupport their poiition with

c even
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even the leail ihadow o f an argument, 

I would gladly appeal to the common 

fenfe o f  any loyaliil o f  this country, w h e

ther or not he could find his underiland- 

ing eafily perfuaded that the removal of 

the moil confiderable peers and common

ers out o f this kingdom, which their 

watchfulnefs and influence have lately 

protected, would have the iingular effeil 

o f  allaying our diilurbances ? I f  it had 

been poffible for us to fuppofe that the 

favourers o f  an Union had been leagued 

with the French, in my opinion they 

could not have fallen upon a more happy 

expedient. It would be precifely the trea

ty o f  the wolves and the ihepherds.

As to feparation, having already faid a 

few words upon it, I have referved only a 

very few more for this part o f the fubjedl, 

where the moil ferious confideration offers

itfelf,



itfelf, which, perhaps, this meafure can 

fuggeft. It is admitted on all Tides, that 

the com pait o f  this incorporation when 

once decided upon cannot be recalled. 

T h e  doom o f  this Ifland w ill then be irre

vocably fealed. W h at i f  any o f  the moft 

important terms upon w hich ihe may have 

acceded to the Union ihould be violated, 

(w hich we know by example is no ftrained 

fuppoiition,) where is the remedy w hich 

is left her ? H ere may be feen at once, 

the fatal error o f  parting with indepen

dent powers, which, alone, can fecure, 

between nations, the faith o f  engagements, 

and here mufl be feen the abfurdity o f  a 

contrail, when the very eifence o f  that 

contract is the furrender o f  thofe powers. 

But the moft ferious queftion is yet to be 

aiked. W hat i f  the fure confequence o f  

. this meafure were to ruin and exhauft this, 

nation, (as I doubt not I ihall be able to

c 2 ihew)
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ihew) in that cafe where will be her re- 

drefs ? There is, there can be but one 

anfwer— the fword. From thefe premif- 

fes the inference I ihall draw is this, that 

an Union o f  the legiilatures o f  thefe king

doms is not a mean to prevent a fepera- 

tion, but in its confequences will proba

bly tend to produce it.

But it is infilled, in the third place, 

“  that an Union will introduce com- 

“  merce, induftry and riches into this 

kingdom.”  I f  you except the com

merce o f the Eaft-India-company, which 

muft always remain exclufive, we know 

that, at prefent, the trade o f  the whole 

world, England excepted, is open to Ire

land ; and that iince the attainment o f  

that important objeft until the æra o f  our 

diftradtions and trouble, ihe has continued 

to thrive by it, day after day. Our pro-

grefs
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grefs had even exceeded our expectations. 

Although the long depreffion o f  this k ing

dom had forced our lower ranks into ha

bits o f  idlenefs by ' interdicting their induf- 

try, and the malady had increafed by the 

increal'e o f  population, although our com 

mercial freedom, not long acquired, had 

not yet time to diifule its benefits through 

the great mafs o f  the people (w h ich  was 

the real caufe o f  rendering too many o f  

them a prey to the artifice o f  our enemies) 

yet it is notorious, that a multitude o f  in- 

ftances o f individual wealth, unknown to 

us in our former ftate, have been remark

ed among the induftrious o f  the lower 

order, every where throughout this king

dom. Thefe fymptoms have given us 

reafon to expeCt that the progrefs o f  a 

few  years would materially change the 

charaéter o f  our people. W e  know  that 

our advances muft be gradual ; but here

the



the empirical advocates for Union in- 

terpofes, and enfure us they ihall be rapid.

If. we will take their remedy, they pro- 

mife us Engliih capitals and Englifh 

manufactures, allured by the fecurity 

of legiilative incorporation and the cheap- 

nefs o f  Iriih labour. But while we were 

at peace and beginning to profper, we ex-
*

perienced no importation o f  thefe capitals 

and manufactures, and ihall w e, now, 

when this ifland has been ihaken by infur- 

reCtions, (which I think I have ihewn an 

Union will not be likely to fupprefs,) ihall 

w e, now, be led to hope, that we can hold 

out any thing inviting to Engliih manufac

turers, already affrighted by the events o f  

this country ? As to the cheapnefs o f  la

bour, we know that almoit all the great 

manufactures o f  England owe their perfec

tion to machinery which fuperfedes any 

argument drawn from the cheapnefs o f  la

bour,
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bour, and that, even, i f  the conductors o f  

thofe works ihould be difpofed to eilabliih 

themfelves in Ireland, they could not truil, 

as far as labour might be neceffary, to the 

inexpertnefs o f  our people. But when by 

the means o f  this machinery they are ena

bled (as is actually the fait)  to underfell us 

in our own markets, what expectation can 

w e entertain o f  fucceeding in theirs, or o f  

attracting any o f  their capitals ? I f  that be 

a vain hope then let us fee, what w ill be 

our fituation. It has been a full century 

fince the complaints o f  the exhauiling 

drain from the rents o f  abfentees have re

founded out o f  doors, and, at length, have 

made their w ay, repeatedly, into parliament. 

T h a t drain is now computed at a million, 

ilerling. E very  body fees with horror, in 

the meafure o f  an Union, a frightful in- 

creafe o f  this calamity. T h e  continual 

refidence o f  our m oil coniiderable peers

and



and commoners in Great Britain will, pro

bably, in that cafe become inevitable ; nay 

more— what man o f  independent property 

will bear to fink into iniignificance in a 

deferted, melancholy, dejeéled country ? 

add to thefe coniiderations, the enormous 

indemnification for burroughs,— T he price 

o f  our own degradation— extra&ed from 

ourfelves— the greateft part o f  which will 

be exported, with their late wealthy propri

etors, and expended in England. But the 

great, the lurking mifchief, which in the ’ 

difcuflion o f  this fubjeét, has been ftrange- 

ly overlooked, is yet to come------ an e x 

port, which will exhauft us to the dregs. 

.IS o lefs than the produce o f  all our taxes—  

the whole revenue o f the kingdom and all 

the increafed impofitions which would ac

crue from the Union would be poured into 

the treafury o f  Great Britain, with a par- 

fimonjous return of a miferable pittance.

I maintain
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I maintain that there is no poffibility o f  fiig- 

gefting a compenfation equal to the m ag

nitude o f  fuch an evil. W h en  the blood, 

w hich circulates freely through our veins, 

ihall be fucked, in this manner, almoft to 

the laft drop, w hich vital heat can reani

mate the dead corfe o f  this nation.

Before I difmifs this part o f  the fubjeót, 

I muit remark that nothing is likely to 

prove more fatal to the interests o f  this 

country, than for any fet o f  men to propa

gate an opinion, that the public judgment 

fhould be fufpended, upon this meafure, 

until its details ihall be laid before parlia

ment, as i f  all the frightful features o f  its 

principle were not fufficient to appal us, or 

as if  the mockery o f  a trifling detail could 

make us a compenfation. M y  alluiion is 

to the language o f the few  learned gentle

men, who have lately entered their pro-

d teil



teft againft the decilion o f their brethren} 

but, furely, they are wife enough to know, 

and experienced enough in the practice o f 

parliament to be convinced, that the very 

moment we are brought to that detail the 

fate o f  this country is decided. I iincerely 

wiih they had been more impreffed by 

the fentiments o f  that learned gentleman, 

who was the firft to warn both them and 

his country o f  the dangers that awaited us. 

His difinterefted character is known : the 

foundnefs o f his head has juftly placed him 

in the higheit eminence o f  his profeffion ; 

and the foundnefs of his heart has deferv- 

edly procured him the public eiteem. D e 

clining all thofe lituations which attradl 

other leading men of his profeffion, he has 

found important occafions to do his duty 

to his country.
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I come now to beilow a few words upon 

the lait point I propoled to confider, I 

mean the improvement in civilization and 

manners which we are told is to flow from 

this incorporation. Here is another af- 

fumption w hich, equally unlucky w ith  

the reft, ferves only to lead the mind to 

oppofite conclufions. I have already 

fhewn that the hope o f  our attracting 

mercantile capitals is no more than a de- 

lufion ; o f  confequence, no increafe o fin -  

tercourfe between Great Britain and Ire

land is likely to take place from that event. 

Shall we be told that an annual voyage o f  

our richeit and m oil diftinguifhed legiila- 

tors Avail import arts, manufactures and 

civilization unknown to them before ? or 

rather iliall we not think that their con

stant refidence in England, rendered by 

convenience almoit indifpenfible, iball 

deprive this forlorn country o f  that patro

nage
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nage o f arts and o f  induftry which they 

animated by their prefence and nouriihed 

by their wealth ? Shall we not fay that 

manners will degenerate when the beft 

models upon which they can be formed 

ihall be taken away ? T h at polite learn

ing will languiih, when that ipur to the 

ambition o f  youth, which ilimulates the 

improvement o f  talents and gives every 

man who pofleiTes them an hope, in his 

turn, o f  diftinguiihing them in the fenate 

o f his country, ihall be no more ? — And 

what iliall we fay of the metropolis o f this 

kingdom, the refort o f arts and fciences, 

the poliilied market of all the conveniencies 

and elegancies o f life, by this meafure de

f la te d  and undone ? W hat a pi&ure is 

here o f civilization ?

I have now endeavoured to ihew that 

feparate legiilatures in the Britiih empire



are not liable to the objedtion o f  impedi

ment and difunion, in regard to foreign 

powers, w hich applies to certain fed era t

ed, independent republicks ; that, on 

that account, their phyfical feparation 

renders their legiilative Union unnecefla- 

ry ; that an incorporation o f  the Britiih 

and Iriih parliaments is not likely to a lk y  

our difturbances or put a period to the 

fchemes o f  feparation, but tends in its 

confequences to produce them b o th ; 

that it is not in the power o f  the fitter 

kingdom to offer any commercial com 

pensation, in the leaft degree, proportio

nate to the exhaufting drain o f  the rents 

and revenues o f  this country ; and laftly, 

that the improvement and civilization o f 

Ireland, inftead o f  being promoted, are 

effentially defeated by this injurious pro- 

^  jedt.
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I omit the inapplicable companion of 

this country to Scotland, which was nei

ther diiiindt in her boundaries, fertile in 

her foil, or, at the time o f  her Union, 

independent in her legiílature. I omit 

many local circumitances in which the re- 

iidence o f  your parliament is neceiTary for 

encouragement or redrefs ; for the protec

tion o f  arts and fciences and o f  rifing ma

nufactures ; for the fupport o f your chari

table foundations and for the reimburfe- 

rnent o f  lofs in laudable and induftrious 

enterprize. H ow , i f  this difaftrous event 

ihall take place, will the numerous peti

tions which fought your protection, in a 

variety o f  initances find their way to the 

attention o f  parliament ? Shall the fuitor, 

exhaufted with litigation, again refort to 

another kingdom for a final appeal ? and 

ihall the constituent body, who may be 

defrauded o f the right o f  election, find re

drefs



drefs im praticable— and refign, in de- 

fpondence, the proud prerogative o f  free

dom ?

But quitting thefe confiderations, I

will not even take up your time w ith

quoting the contemptuous infult offered 

both to our feelings and underilanding in

arguing the neceflity o f  our fubmiflion 

from our inability o f  felf-defence, and the 

great burden w e impofe on Great Britain 

in the temporary fuccours ihe has fent us ; 

but when we know  that that proud k in g

dom, now grown infolent by vidtory, has 

emptied her treafures to fupport the tot

tering crowns o f  emperors and kings, who 

were eilranged from her, and has fent her 

fleets and armies to proteól them againil 

the moil formidable convuliion, which 

has ever diilurbed the peace o f  the world, 

we ihall neither be impreffed with a fenfe

o f
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of our own weaknefs or o f her genero- 

fity.—

I f  all thefe circumftances imprefs con

viction on your minds, ftand forward firm

ly, but temperately. Call upon your 

countrymen to exprefs the national fenfe ; 

but above all things call on the Almighty 

God, who faved you when you were de- 

fencelefs, and, by a fingular interpolation 

of his providence, difperfed the fleet o f  

your enemies, that, now, in a more gall

ing, though lefs dangerous crifis, he will 

interpofe for you again and extricate you 

from the fnares o f your friends.


