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M E E TIN G  o f  t h e  C O U N T Y  DUBLIN, 

ON FRIDAY, JA N U A R Y  THE 4th, 1799,

A G A I N S T  A N

U N I O N .

P U R S U A N T  to requiiition, a meet

ing o f  the gentlemen, clergy, and free

holders of the County Dublin, took 

place at the SeiTions-Houie, which in 

number and defcription, was one o f  the 

moil refpeftable we remember ever to 

have witnefled.— Within about a quarter 

o f two o’clock the chair was taken by the 

worthy H igh Sheriff o f the county, A .  

K i r k p a t r i c k ,  E f q ; and the requifition



in confequence of which the meeting was 

convened having been read,

M r .  B a k e r ,  (of Corduft) faid, that 

in fubmitting to the meeting the refolu- 

tions which he was about to move, he 

felt himfelf alone impelled by the love 

which he bore for his Sovereign, for his 

Country, for that Conilitution to which 

he truiled they were all devoted, and for 

the exiiling connexion with Great Britain, 

which he was fure it was the general wiih 

of the aiTembly, and all loyal Iriihmen, 

to maintain permanent and inviolable. 

His duty to his Sovereign, his Country, 

Iriíh Conftitution, and Britiili Connexion, 

called upon him to refill: to the utmoil of 

his power any meafure hoilile to thefe 

obje&s of his political attachment, and 

under the firm and moil; afiured convic

tion, that no pofiible meafure could be

more
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more injurious to the fecurity of the Irifli 

Crown, or the liberties and happinefs of 

the Iriih people, than an incorporating 

Union of the parliaments of Great Britain 

and Ireland, he would without further 

preface move the refolutions which he 

held in his hand. Here Mr. Baker read 

the refolutions, which, one excepted, were 

the fame as in advertifement.

Sir J. J. W . Je r v a i s , Bart, arofe, he 

•faid, with the higheil plcafure to fécond 

refolutions in moil refpedts fo confonant to 

his own feelings. He could not, however, 

avoid obferving, that the meafure in which 

they were occupied, was one fo repugnant 

to every principle of the laws of nature 

and of nations, that he did not fee how 

far they were juilified to themfelves and 

to their country, in even admitting the 

poffibility of its being brought forward in

b 2 the
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the Irilli parliament. But having pre

fumed that poffibility, the difapprobation 

o f  the meeting ihould be exprelTed in the 

ilrongeil and moil unequivocal manner. 

An half fpirited and ambiguous expref- 

iion ihould not be adopted— their rcfolu- 

tions ihould not be fo fratned as nega

tively to refer to propriety o f  time for 

bringing forward a rneafure eifentially bad, 

but the unanimous voice of the County 

of Dublin ihould ilamp upon the feloni

ous medium of political traffic, that cha

racter and mark of its bafenefs as ihould 

at once arreil its currency, and proclaim 

its detection, and the Britiih miniiler 

ihould be told, that, not only, this was 

not a time, but that there never could 

arrive a time in which the people of Ire

land could think it feafonable to furrender 

up their liberties. Sir John then read a

refolution

V
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refolution expreiïïng the principle which 

he had advanced.

M r .  R a w l i n s  however, obferved, that 

although the point which the Hon. Baro

net had urçed was fuch as muft meet the 

warmeft approbation o f every man prefent, 

yet its adoption muft flow from a vifible 

ncceiTity, arifing out o f a defedt in the 

refolutions previouily moved. Such a ne- 

ceffity was not however, evident, and the 

' worthy Baronet would feel on having the 

refolutions read from the chair, that they 

contained not the flighted admiffion, that 

any period could ever occur in which a

queilion of legiilative Union would be 

proper for parliamentary difcuffion, and

that therefore he would fee that the mo

tion which he had juil read, notwithiland- 

ing the public fpirit by which it was dic

tated, was wholly unneceflary.

M r .
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M r .  L e e s o n  fpoke in terms o f the itron- 

geft reprobation againft the projected mea- 

fure of an Union, and contended for the 

neceffity of a very decided mode of ex- 

preffion on the fubjedt. That every cir- 

cumftance and neceifity called for the moil 

fpirited and patriotic condudt on the part 

of Iriihmen, and that no time was to be 

loft, if  they wiihed to fave their country. 

Pie gave to a certain delegated character 

the higheft credit for his willies and his 

efforts to flop the effulion of Iriih blood, 

but he lamented that this cruel jnercy was 

to be purchafed at the expence of the in

dependence, liberty, and profperity of Ire

land. He adverted in pointed terms to 

the number of Britiih troops pouring into 

this country, but alfo adverted to the yet 

unextinguiihed virtue and fpirit of the 

Irifh people. He lamented that the Bri

tiih miniiler had been but too fuccefsful

in



in dividing the people of this country and 

pitting them againit each other, but, in 

the worft of poifons there was to be found 

a medicine, and he trailed that the quef- 

tion of a Union was one which would be 

fo fcouted and reprobated by the Irifli 

nation, and from a fenfe of common dan

ger point out the neceility of common 

unity, that the minifter would find he 

had, inftead of proftrating the fabric of 

• Iriih freedom, cait among its loofened 

components, a cement which would make 

it laft for ever. Mr. Leefon then dwelt 

for fome time on the incompetency of 

parliament to entertain the queition of an 

Union. He vindicated the Catholics from 

the imputation of leaguing againil; the 

liberties of their country in the prefent 

meafure, and concluded a very animated 

fpeech, which was feveral times inter

rupted
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rupted by teftimonies o f  applaufe, with 

moving the refolutions No. 4 and 5.

In the refolutions which thefc fuperiede 

was expreffed an high opinion of the wif- 

dom and virtue of parliament, and o f their 

ability to devife meafures for reftoring and 

fecuring tranquillity, and fatisfying the 

people of Ireland o f every dcfcription.

M r . Sp e n c e r ,

M r. Kirkpatrick, Sir, With the indul

gence of this aiTembly, I ihall make a few 

obfervations upon a fubjedt, no doubt, of 

unfpeakable magnitude and importance to 

this countiy, the merits o f  which however 

have never appeared to me to require a ve

ry wide field of examination. Sir, the evils 

attendant on a legiflative Union between 

this country and England, appear to me, 

to be great, certain, and inevitable; the

advantages



advantages which are held forth, to be 

at beft problematical and uncertain. That 

the necefîary confequences o f  an Union, 

muft be an increafe o f  abfentees and o f 

taxes, cannot be queftioned; and i f  ever there 

was a country which had fuifered, both in 

its property, and in its internal tranquillity, 

from abfentees, it is this country : i f  ever
J

there was a country, which required all 

the attention, fuperintendance, and vigi

lant obfervation of a refident gentry, and 

a refident parliament, it is this country 

in the prefent moil extraordinary and 

unexampled iituation o f affairs. And with 

refpedl to the increafes o f  taxes, let this 

nation be upon its guard ; whatever mo

tives the Englilh cabinet may pretend to 

be aftuated by, whatever objeits o f in- 

creafed fafety to the empire, or improved 

civilization to Ireland, they may afFe& to 

have in view ; it is the fame principle

c which
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which dictated the American ftamp adt 

that hath fuggefted the Iriih Union : taxa

tion not civilization is the objedt o f  the 

Engliih miniftry ; and it is upon this 

principle that the meafure has been recom

mended by all the Engliih writers upon 

the fubjedt for near a century paft. But 

it is argued by fome, that we are incom

petent to decide upon the meafure of an 

Union, until we ihall be made acquainted 

with the terms, and the queftion is trium

phantly aiked, are you apprifed o f the 

conditions of the Union? To this queition, 

without a moments hefitation, I anfwer

that I neither know, nor defire to know the 

fpecific items of the terms, but that I know

more than the terms ; for that I know

what Ireland has already obtained, and

what England has it in her power to grant ;

I know that Ireland already poiTeiTes a free

trade, and I know that in the year 1782,

fhe



ihe obtained the independence o f  her le- 

giilature, and that it is precifely iince ihe 

obtained that independence, which an U ni

on muft deftroy, that flie hath flourished 

beyond all example in the hiltory o f  nati- 

ons. Shall we then in the face, and in de

fiance of this experience, furrender that 

independence of legiilature, the invariable 

concominant o f  which has been national 

profperity. For I do take it for granted 

that we are not to fend a number o f mem

bers to the united parliament, equal to the 

whole number of the Britiih reprefentati- 

on, and that the united parliament is not 

to fit alternately in either kingdom. N ow  

as to any commercial advantages, which 

England has it in her power to beftow, 

with relpeâ to any favourable regulation 

of the channel trade, or the eftabliihment 

of a dockyard at Cork, or I know not 

whereelfe ; they may be defirable objefts

c z  to
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to obtain, but they are not to be purchaf- 

cd at fuch a price ; and I find that the 

merchants and bankers of the city o f  Dub

lin, who muft be the beffc judges of the 

commercial part of the fubjeft, have una- 

nimoufly expreffed their moil decided re

probation of the meafure. For there can be 

no compenfation for the furrender of our 

legiilature, there can be no price for the 

abdication of our independence ; and if  

there could be terms o f compenfation, 

what fecurity have we that they would be 

adhered to : and here at leaíl I do intirely 

adopt the fentiment of the author of the 

government pamphlet ; “  an argument from 

experience, fays he in political reafoning 

is fuperior to any argument in theory,”

S

Precifely fo ; and that argument or ra

ther thofe arguments from experience did 

occur in fix years after the Scotch Union ;

when
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when notwithftanding the oppofition of all 

the Scotch members of the united parlia

ment, a bill was carried through both 

houfes impoling the malt tax upon Scot

land in direct violation of the articles of
\

Union ; and fo prolifick in grievances was 

the fix years Union to Scotland, that all the 

reprefentatives o f that nation unanimouily 

voted for its diffolution. T h e itory o f 

this fcandalous and flagitious breach of na

tional faith on the part o f the Engliih le- 

giflature, ihould be infcribed in large cha

racters on the walls o f both houfes o f  our 

parliament, in order for ever to deter this 

nation from an incorporated Union with 

England. But it is faid, that the extra

ordinary fituation of this country requires 

fome extraordinary remedy, and that fome 

grand and new meafure muft be adopted : 

that we have juft efcaped from an horrid 

rebellion which raged with unabated fury

for



for two months in feveral parts o f  this 

kingdom, is moil certain; and it is equally 

true that the greatest efforts of that rebelli

on had been made and had failed before 

Lord Camden quitted this country. That 

the difperiion of armies, i f  they may be fa 

called, of twenty thoufands and thirty 

thoufands of rebels iliould produce robbe

ries, and the moft audacious breaches of 

the peace even in the day time, was to be 

expected and was anticipated -, but the re

medy for fuch evils muft coniiil rather in 

a well ordered, adtive, and vigilant po

lice than in any legiilative meafure what

ever. Is quiet to be procured for this 

country, by increafing the number of ab- 

fentees, and by aggravating the burthens 

of taxation ? Is tranquillity to be reilored 

to Ireland by a meafure which will difcon- 

tent and difguft, i f  not the whole, at leaft 

a great proportion of all the refpeftable

clailes
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clafles o f  fociety ? but what fhews to a 

demonftration that the fafety or tranquillity 

o f  Ireland are not the objects o f this mea

fure, is, that long before the rebellion or 

any idea entertained o f  rebellion in this 

country, the meafure o f  an Union was the 

favourite objedt o f  the prefent Britiih cabi

net, and that the Duke o f Portland a 

member o f the prefent Engliih adminiitra - 

tion in his letter to Lord FitzWilliam 

when Lord Lieutenant o f Ireland, defires 

him to put off the concefiions to the- Ca- 

tholicks, i f  pefiible, for a time, in order 

to give miniftry an opportunity o f obtaining

this favourite objedt. And why have I 

mentioned this circumftance ? in order to 

make it manifeft to the loweft capacity,

that the interefts o f Ireland are not the

objedt o f this meafure, and in order that

the knavery o f  the Engliih cabinet in this

refpedt may be expofed to the view of this

country
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country in all its naked and hideous de

formity. I f  the fafety and tranquillity 

o f  Ireland required an Union, w hy 

was not the meafure fuggefted by the 

Irifli legiilature in all its anxiety and con

cern for thofe deiirable objedls : whenever 

any motion was made in either Houfe of 

the Engliih Parliament with a view o f 

quieting this country, the confiant an- 

fwer o f  minifters was, that the Iriih 

Parliament muft be the beft judges o f  

all fuch matters, that the men o f pro

perty refiding on the (pot muft be beft 

acquainted with the internal exigences 

o f  the country ; and yet it has never 

been pretended that the Speaker o f  our 

Houfe of Commons, who is fuch a 

mafter of the interefts and political 

fituation of this country, has gone over 

to England for the purpofe o f  folicit- 

ing an Union, as the only meafure
%

which
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which can fave this country; on the 

contrary it is well known that he per- 

feveres in earned and ardent deprecation 

o f  the meafure, as big with mifchiefs 

and ruin to Ireland ; and I fay that 

M r. Fofter deferves the thanks o f  his 

country for his condudt on this occa- 

fion as well as upon many others. Has 

this revolution been defired on the part 

o f Ireland ? N o more than Switzerland 

defired to be revolutionized by France. 

But i f  this were a meafure for the ad

vantage o f Ireland, why bring it for

ward at this feafon ? Is it with minds 

hourly alarmed and agitated by reports 

o f  the machinations o f  treafon, and the 

movements o f rebellion, that the public 

is to appreciate this momentous revolu

tion ? I f  it be a good meafure for Ire

land, why prefs it upon us before we 

have fufficiently recovered our breath

d after
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after the rebellion, to be able to return 

thanks without faultering ? I f  it were a 

mealure for the advantage of Ireland, 

why ihould the Englifh cabinet follow 

the principle of the United Infhmen, 

and adopt the policy of rebels in order 

to carry it in this country ? For the au

thor of the government pamphlet con

tends that, as the United Iriihmen took 

advantage of a time of war, fo mu ft 

the Engliih cabinet, in order to carry 

this meafure. I have forborne to quote 

the former part of this paiïage, becauie 

I would not outrage the feelings of this 

aiTembly by repeating its blafphemies 

aeainft the faviours of their country 

the Volunteers of Ireland. Behold then, 

according to this writer, that EngliiTi 

cabinet, which is continually inveighing 

againft the opprefiion, the ufurpation, 

and the tyranny of France, behold I fay

that
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that cabinet meanly and profligately con- 

defcending to adopt the policy o f  the 

United Iriihmen, in order to opprefs the 

independence o f the s i s t e r  k i n g d o m .  

I f  fuch be the fentiments and fuch the 

language of the Engliih cabinet, I fay, 

that without the formality o f a treaty, 

they have become the ally of France, 

for the purpofe of fpreading revolution 

throughout Europe. It is impoffible 

Sir, not to be itruck with the Angular 

and extraordinary fate of this country,

which having juft iupprefled a rebellion,
/

and in that rebellion cruihed a revolu

tion, has now again to contend with ano

ther revolution ; the Executive Directory 

for carrying on which, however, are 

well known ; there were none o f them 

on board the Hoche when ihe was 

taken, neither is there any of them in 

Newgate, or in Kilmainham, awaiting

his
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his departure for Lifbon, or for Ame

rica; but perhaps while I have the ho

nour of addreffing myfclf to this aflem- 

bly, they are fitting in council with 

our moil gracious Sovereign. W ho

would have believed a few months 

ago, that the Miniiler of England would 

put himfelf at the head of a revolution in 

Ireland? W ho would have believed that the 

fame miniiler who fays that this is not the 

time for parliamentary reform in England 

ihould fay that it was the precife feafon for 

a revolution in Ireland ? But I truil that 

this country will prove the elailick force of 

liberty, whofe fpring iliall be the ilronger 

from the compreifion which it has fuftain- 

ed during the rebellion. This country 

ihall prove to England and to the Univerfe 

that as ilie can defend her conilitution 

again il the open aiTaults of rebellion, fo ihe 

will maintain it againil the infidious revo

lutionary
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lutionary projects o f an Engliih adminiftia- 

tion. I ihall now conclude with obferving 

that in my opinion, the two reprefentatives 

o f  this county have by their admirable con

duit upon this occafion, acquired freili 

claims to the confidence of their conftitu- 

ents, and to that of the nation at large.

M r . S k e y s  followed M r. Spencer, and

affirmed that the argument o f  commercial

advantages held out in fupport o f an Union 

was falfe and deceptious, and that it

would ruin our infant manufactures, which

would then lofe the protections which they

now have.

M r . G u i n n e s s  arofe and delivered a 

very able, eloquent, and animated ipeech. 

in reprobation of an Union. He inveigh

ed warmly againft the duplicity o f M r.

Pitt’s conduit, who having failed in con

quering



quering France, now fought to conquer 

Ireland. He had prepared a firing o f 

pithy refolutions to fubmit to the meeting 

this day which he read ; they exprefTed 

they ft ronge ft difapprobation o f an Union, 

and of the incompetency o f parliament to 

agree to it— but he did not attempt to 

prefs them on the meeting in preference 

to thofe which were already before 

them.

M r .  B a k e r  having been now voted 

into the chair, the thanks o f the meeting 

was returned to Alexander Kirkpatrick, 

Efq ; for his readinefs in calling the meet

ing, and his very proper and honourable 

condudt in the chair, which having been 

again refumed, the proceedings were or

dered to be publiihed in all the London 

and Iriih papers, and the meeting was dif- 

folved. A  meeting which has fet fuch

an
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an example of fpirit, patriotifm and virtue, 

that, i f  generally followed by the other 

counties, w ill prove, we truft, the falva- 

tion of Ireland.
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A T  a refpeétable meeting of the gen

tlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the 

county of D u b l i n ,  to take into confide- 

.ration the momentous queftion of a legis

lative Union of the parliaments of Great 

Britain and Ireland, purfuant to a requi

fition for that purpofe,

A l e x . K i r k p a t r i c k , E f q  j H igh

Sheriff, in the chair,

Rejohed Unanimoujly, 
i ft, That the legiilative independence 

c f  Ireland has been the means of improve

ment and profperity to this country— ra

pid beyond example.

E 2d, That



2d, That we are impreffed with every 

fentiment of loyalty to our King, and the 

warmeft attachment to Britiih connexion.

3d, That we confider the queilion of 

an Union as having for its bafis the ex

tinction of our feparate and independent 

legiihture, to be hoftile to the rights, li

berties, and interefts of Ireland ; and as 

fuch ihould be oppofed by every conftitu- 

tional means in our power.

4th, That our thanks are due to our 

reprefentatives for their early application 

for our inftruftions.

çth, That in eledting them we did not 

commit into their hands a power of deitroy- 

ing the cpnftitution, and that we inftruit 

them to declare our fentiments of the in

competency

26



competency of parliament to bring about 

a legillative Union with Great Britain.

6th, T h a t impreffed with a fervent ex

pectation that our brethren o f all religious 

perfuafions in the different counties o f  

Ireland will, by fimilar refolutions, evince 

equal zeal in fupport o f the conilitution 

which we have all fworn to maintain. 

W e  rely on it that fuch refolutions will
I»

■ have their conftitutional effeft.

T h e  H igh Sheriff having left the 

chair, and T h o m a s  B a k e r ,  Efq. being 

called to it—

Refolved, That the thanks o f this 

meeting be given to our worthy H igh 

Sheriff, for his ready compliance with the 

requifition of the freeholders, and his very 

proper condudt in the chair.

Refolved,

2 7
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Refolved, That , the Sheriff‘ fign thefe'• i. * .
rcfolutjons, at the requeit o f  the freehold-

t "  a- ; - . ~

ers.
■ . . *•.. • '*■’ * #

* v ^
Refolded, That the fore^oina: refolu-—̂ o%

tions be printed in the .Iriih and London 

newfpapers.

A . K I R K P A T R I C K ,  High Sheriff,

< .

28
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A  requifition, iigned by a number of 

our moil refpeâable citizens, was handed,

in court, to M r’. Sheriff Darley, to call 

an aggregate meeting of the citizens of 

Dublin, to take into conlideration the 

queilion of an Union.

r
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