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V E R B  U M  S A  P  I E  N T  I :

O R  A

F E W  REASONS f o r  TH IN K IN G , &c.

X j l N  Union of the Britiih and Iriih Legis
latures has been, of late, fo ably difcuffed, 
fo minutely analyfed, and exhibited in 
luch various and oppofitc points of view, 
that whether this meafurc be intnnfically 
eligible, or intrinfically the reverie, muft, 
I prefume, be, at this hour, abundantly 
manifeft to every intelligent and unprejudio; 
ed man. All further attempts then, to 
elucidate this interefting fubjed, being thus 
rendered fuperfluous, I ilia.ll haflen to an 
expoiition of thofe reafons which have in
clined me to think, that however national 
pride may be outraged by merging the inde

pendent



pendent Legiilature of Ireland into that of 
England; however unacceptable, or even 
mifchievous, this project may appear, exiil- 
ing circumftances render anoppofition there
to highly imprudent'—that fuch oppoíition 
is likely to prove ineffectual at prefent— 
that ihould it be fuccefsful, yet the future 
accomplishment of an Union may not there
by be precluded -, and, laftly, that ihould 
this oppofition be fo exteniive, fo pertina
cious, and fo well feconded by fortunate 
combinations of foreign and domeftie poli
tical circumftances, as to induce a final de
reliction of this project, one or other of the 
two moft prominent defcriptions of men in 
this kingdom, may, hereafter, have but nar
row grounds/or exultation. And, I confefs, 
I am not without hopes, that thefe reafons 
which in all likelihood will be haftily and 
difdainfully rejected as infuificient, by thofe 
againft whofe peculiar interefts an Union 
may appear to militate, yet will have due- 
weight with every unbiaiTed, liberal, mode
rate, and unambitious man.
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Certain proportions, though, for the moft 
part, by no means incontrovertible, have 
made impreliions on my mind, which no 
writer on the fubjedt of an Union, has as 
yet effaced ; thefe are : T ha t  the profperity 
and tranquillity of the Britiih empire is the 
refult, or aggregate, of the profperity and 
tranquillity of each of itsconftitutional parts, 
that an indiifoluble Union of the Legisla
tures of England and Ireland, muit prove 

. eventually, in an eminent degree, either 
beneficial or detrimental to one or to both 
of thefe kingdoms ; that the power of the 
prefent adminiftration of England is better 
confirmed than that of any of their predecef- 
fors fince the Revolution ; that they are lefs 
confirainedto fuit their meafures to the views 
and intereils of particular defcriptions of 
men, than others have, for this laft century, 
been ; that they actually poifefs the moft 
ample, the moil irrefiftible means for carry
ing their meafures into eifed ; and laftly, 
that no adminiftration would, unneceilarily, 
provoke, efpecially in time of war, a Parlia

mentary
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mentary difcuffion of any great national 
queftion, on which there was even adiftant 
poiîîbility of their being left in a minority.

Now, from the (ingle event of the inten
tion of admin ifîration to caufe an Union to 
be propofed to the Parliament of this king
dom, having been authoritatively announc
ed, I am inclined to infer, that they have 
deeply and deliberately inveftigated the na
ture and tendency of this complex and mo
mentous meafure ; that it has appeared to 
them, not merely expedient, but pregnant 
with immenfe, unequivocal, and permanent 
imperial advantages; that they have refolv- 
ed on it, through convifíion of its eligibility, 
not in compliance with the wiihes, or to pro
mote the peculiar interefts of any fa&ion or 
defcription of men ; that they are confcions 
of poiTefilng the means of carrying it either 
immediately or ultimately into effedt; and 
that they are actually afiured of the requi- 
fite Parliamentary fupport.
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Under fuch circumftances then, I am dif- 
pofed to confîdcr an oppofition to this 
meafure as highly imprudent. Popular ■ 
contumacy and popular alienation from go
vernment have already produced the moil 
calamitous effects ;

is tali a fando  

M y r m i d o n u m ,  D o lo p u m y c ,  au t  duri. miles  Utyffei 

T e m p c v e t  à lach rym is  ?

V i R G  I L ,  E n .  1 .  2 .

And fo long as the political affairs of this 
kingdom lhall remain in their prefent pof- 
ture, I have no hefitation in faying, that 
it would be altogether inconfiftent with the 
true intereft of any man, or any party, to 
refufcitate and generalize a fpirit of revolt, 
which however, is the only means whereby 
an oppofition could be rendered at oncc, 
formidable and efficacious. But to render 
an opposition to this meafure thus formid
able and efficacious, does not appear to 
me to be very praóticablc. A majority of 
both Houfes of Parliament will probably 
fupport it if introduced. A confiderable

number
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number of the country gentlemen are pre
pared to acquiefce in all the meafures of 
Adminiflration, relative to this kingdom. 
And a great proportion of the armed Yeo
manry, efpecially in the country, will be
yond a doubt, approve of an Union, on 
the fingle confederation of its being dreaded 
and deprecated by thofe who flood neuter 
during the late perilous conteft, and by 
thofe who were indire&ly concerned in 
originating it.

Several men of rank, many of addrefs, 
and many of fuperior talents, impelled by 
perfonal confiderations, have it is true, en
deavoured, and will endeavour by their 
writings, difcourfes and influence, to bring 
an Union into general difrepute, and to 
fwell and infpirit the oppofltion to it fo 
as to crcate a diiinclination on the part of 
Adminiftration to prefs it at prefent.^ 
and it is not impoffible that their efforts may 
be attended with fuccefs. By the way, 
they would do well to be on their guard in

time,



time againft that holt of crafty co-operators 
that adually puihes forward with very fuf- 
picious zeal, Icit they be huftled and tram
pled on hy it in its progrefs. But if this 
mcafurc has appeared to Administration 
Angularly conducive either to the (lability, 
energy or profperity of the empire at large ; 
and no doubt it has : and if moreover they 
find themfelves in poffeffion of means fully 
adequate to its future accomplishment ; and 
no doubt they do ; I am of opinion they 
will not be deterred, by any exertions that 
the people of this kingdom are capable of 
making, from employing thefe means at 
another and more convenient feafon.

I do not fuppofe they will attempt to 
dragoon us into an U nion: this would 
perhaps, be ill relifhed by the people of 
England ; and certainly increafe the diffi
c u l t y  of governing this kingdom hereafter. 
But I think it more than probable, that ii' 
the Britifh adminiltration be prevented 
from accompliihing.this meafure at prefent,

they
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they will at no very remote period, by a ikil- 
ful employment of the diveriified means 
they poffefs, by changes of fyftem or a 
politic management of parties, reduce a very 
confiderable and highly influential part of 
the people of this kingdom to the fad ne- 
cciTity of fupplicating, or at leaf!; acquiefcing 
in that meafure which they now indig
nantly rejed. I devoutly pray, that no one,

»

hereafter may have occafion to fay :

N u n c  eadem fortuna viros tot cafibus af los  
Infequitur.

V i r g .  E n . '1. ï .

Eut I own I am not without ferious ap~ 
prehenfions on this head.

Admitting, however, which is by no 
means likely, that the Britiih Adminiftra
tion, upon taking a near view of the diffi
culties and dangers incident to the accom- 
pliihment of this project, were to be induced 
to abandon it altogether ; either the fvftem 
which was adcd upon by the government of

this
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this kingdom anterior to 1779, and that 
pofterior to 1795, will be refortcd to and 
perfiftcd in, or the mcafures which diilin- 
guiihed the intervening years will be adopt
ed : either a iyftcm of corruption, illiberal 
partiality, national humiliation and rigour 
will be embraced ; or a fyftem of concilia
tion, concciiion and national aggrandize
ment. If  the former, parliamentary re- 
formifts, republicans and feparatifts, will 
have little realon to congratulate them- 
lelves on the explofion of the projected 
Union ; if  thelatter, the appropriate political 
power of the ariftocracy muft eventually be 
proilrated ; the revenues of the Church con- 
fifcated or divided ; the prefent connection 
between the fifter kingdoms diifolved, and 
the Conftitution overthrown : for from the 
unrefumed conceflions on the part of Eng
land, and the unannulled political ameliora
tions of our Parliament which took place in 
the intervening years to which I have al
luded, there arc but few and eafy fteps to 
the events I have iuft mentioned; and that

this



this laft is more likely to be the cafe thaft 
the firft, I infer, not only from the manifeft 
increafe of national power, and national 
felf-fufficiency ; the manifeft increafe of po
pular refradorinefs, generated by the per- 
vafion of principles of infubordination ; and 
from the natural and recorded progrefs of 
popular difcontent: but alfo from the unre
mitting and unprecedented ardour with 
wrhich the projeded Union is combated by 
the Reformifts, Republicans, and Separatifts 
of this town, who appear to me to poifefs a 
more ample flock of corred information 
touching the affairs of this kingdom—to be 
more converfant in general politics— better 
acquainted with human nature— more given 
to political refearch, and confequently more 
capable of  difcerning the remote effeds of 
political arrangements and inftitutions, than 
the generality of thofe by whom the go
vernment has been hitherto fupported.

Dublin, 22d  D tçm ber, 1798»
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