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P R E F A C E .

-------- ----------------------

U p o n  the firft alarm o f  a war with France, 
and whilft the peace o f  the South of Ireland was 
lately menaced with difturbance, the following 
Obfervations were published, as eflays, in a pro
vincial newfpaper. The infatuated attacjc on our 
metropolis has corroborated many of  the remarks, 
and verified the opinions. A lthough the rapid 
fucceifion o f  events has fomewhat varied’ the fcene, 
m y  argument may yet be found to be not inapt 
for the prefent circumftances— it may ftill tend 
to produce the effeft for which it was defigned—  
a vigorous, a determined and an unanimous ex
ertion to refcue our country, and difappoint its 
enemy. I f  I have truly defcribed the defigns of  
that enemy, i f  I have proved that he is infincere 
and cannot prevail againft our eftablifhments, it 
may be hoped his wretched, I had almoft faid, 
his incprrigeable partisans w il l  give repofe to their 
country. I f  they are inacceflible to virtue, to 
p ity ,  or remorfe, the certainty of  difappoint- 
ment may perhaps difarm them. In this hope 
the Picces are again collected and offered to the 
public : a moment o f  lefs perturbation would 
have permitted to extend the argument with 
greater force and in a manner more comprehen- 
five. Can it occur to any man, that the French 
faftion in Ireland will ever be able to bring their
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PREFACE
preparation for attack to a greater fiate of per- 
feótion than in the late outrages? I f  with this ad
vantage they raiferably failed of fuccefs, by  what 
other means can a more favourable termination of 
the crime be poflibly expe&ed? One remark 
neceffarily occurs from a crime lamentable and 
enormous ;— the leaders of the banditti exhorted 
to refrain from murder, and the iirft ftep of the 
followers is to turn from their main deiign for a 
cruel and unprovoked maffacre.

Let me addrefs thofe perfonswhofe fpleen againit 
exifting authority has not been overcome by a fenfe 
of  the unequivocal difafters of innovation. Let 
me addrefs thofe whofe inveterate diilike to rovalj
power, has not yielded to the praétical excel
lence of the Britifh Monarchy ; admitting for 
one inftant that their views are commendable, 
even they muft acknowledge, that good, accord
ing to their own notions of it, is not to be 
atchieved by  fuch inftruments as here prefent 
themfelves. That clafs of men whom they muft 
employ are indeed eafily impofed on, but they 
are rafh, impetuous, and when they are fet in 
motion, very much under the influence of  
vehement and headflrong paffions. It would 
require a laborious refearch in political economy, 
to examine into the circumftances which have 
formed this charaóter, our buiinefs here is to 
coniider how the imminent mifchief can be 
counteracted
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COMMON SENSE,

TO T H E  P E O P L E  O F  IR E L A N D

H A T E V E R  may be the refult o f  the hoitile 
preparations which we fee around us, the circum- 
flance furniihes occafion for ferious refle&ions to 
the inhabitants o f  this ifland. After a fhort and 
infidious truce, France, in obvious contradic
tion to her convenience, and her intereft, provokes 
us to renew hoitilities. W ith the Continental 
Powers, France waged a fuccefsful and beneficial 
war ; not fuch the obftacles to her aggrandizement 
which flie encountered in the contelt with Great 
Britain ; our refourccs were wielded with that 
degree of  energy and addrefs, that her tranfma- 
rine pofleflions were wrefted from the Republic, 
and her trade and navy were utterly annihilated ; 
internal troubles proved equally fatal to her finan
ces, whilft her great effort o f  referve, the enter- 
prife which (he threatened for a century, and on

which
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which ihe relied to weaken and intimidate, the de* 
iigned invafion of Ireland, only tended to commu
nicate new vigour to her rival, by rendering our 
domeftic policy more compact and manageable. 
In common prudence the governors of  that coun
try ought to apply themlelves to repair thefe loifes, 
and peace affords the feafon and opportunity ; 
yet they wantonly fiing from them that defirea* 
ble opportunity, Unqueilionably it depended up
on France alone to have fecured the repofe of her 
fubjeâs. There has been no infringement of 
even her recently affumed dignity ; no interfe
rence with her enormous territory ; her fway on 
the Continent is undiiturbed ; nay, our miniiters 
have been reproached at home, and cenfured, as 
it is alledged, abroad, for that forbearance, which 
marked and manifefied their pacific inclinations ; 
mean time the language held and authorized by 
our antagonift was arrogant, his manner dicta
torial ; nothing conciliatory or moderate in his 
councils and proceedings ; a plain aggreffion has 
at length provoked refinance ; whence this devi
ation by politic men from obvious policy ? com
mon fame afferts, and the publications he pro
tects juftify the opinion, that the ruler of that 
enflaved and unfortunate nation, ventures upon 
meafures, which he would otherwife declinc, cal
culating on the fuppofed facility of wounding the 
Britiih empire by exciting diiturbance in Ireland, 
ï h e  opinion entertained of our abfurdity occa- 
fions our government to be infulted. On us falls 
the heavy but neceflary charge of an expenfive
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armament, and if  matters proceed to extremities, 
the fame opinion will bring the war to our thref- 
holds. It is incumbent on «us to profit o f  the pre- 
fent occafion, and remove for ever a deluiive fen- 
timent, fo pernicious in its confequences.

I have no hefitation in pronouncing that our 
enemy is miftaken in this prefumption ; he has pro
bably lent a too eafy ear to exiles, a clafs of men 
whofe exaggerated accounts have in every age been 
proverbial. Vanity and a reftlefs temper firit 
prompted thefe perfons to plot againft the fovereign 
they were placed under: nec^Sty then obliges 
them to impofe on others, and to feek importance 
abroad, by magnifying the ftrength o f  the caufe 
for which they fuffer, and the number o f  its ad
herents. Such is at this moment the tone o f  a 
Newfpaper in the pay o f  France, managed at 
Paris by perfons o f  the defcription I allude to-—  
Some riots in remote parts o f  our ifland are there 
fwelled into folemn and ferious infurreclion, and 
the names o f  men put forth as the fainted and 
venerated martyrs of Irifh patriotifm, who drew 
the punifhment o f  the law upon their heads, and 
who are now as completely out of recollection, 
pity, or refpec as the memories of  Sir Pheiim 
O'Neil or Lora Maguire.

I f  the invaders o f  private property are doomed 
to difgrace by  cuftom, fan&ioning the law and 
improving on it, upon what pretence are men to 
be honoured, who commit the fame crime on a 
fcale more extenfive ? For my part, I cannot fee 
a difference, in point o f  reputation, between the

political
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political and any other depredator ; the political 
and any other fwindler. The crime of  the one 
involves a greater number in its confequences ; 
lie is inftigated by a greater variety of  malignant 
or atrocious paflions. Does avarice become inno
cent becaufe it is combined with ambition ? Is 
there dignity in deceit, becaufe it is in a tenfold 
degree ungenerous? That injury, that violence 
which the private robber offers to one individual, 
is inflifted by the revolutionift upon a country. 
Y o u  juftly fiigmatize the knave, who paffes coun
terfeit notes at a fair, ti) cheat the credulous pea- 
fant o f  the fruit of his induftry ; but meafure 
either the magnitude o f  his fraud, or its confe
quences with the impoiition of  him, who pre- 
fents to that fame fimpleton, hopes which he 
knows are not to be realized, and inftigates him 
to a&s of outrage, and to a temper of infubordi- 
nation, yet more pernicious to himfelfand to his 
family. No man can at this day mifcalculate, no 
man can miftake the effeóis of popular proceed
ings ; and it is no more than juft to place in a 
plain and familiar point o f  view, the conduft 
o f  perfons who encourage fuch proceedings* 
T h e y  are not to have the extenuation of  an error 
in judgment, for the experience of  the world is 
before their eyes, and they mull know that the 
overthrow of an eftabliihed Government is only 
to be accomplifhed by removing the reftraints o f  
virtue, and making licentioufnefs predominate; 
upon no other conditions can the multitude pre
vail, or indeed be brought into aótion. I f  the

caufe



caufe were good, the feeling and the honeit 
heart would ihrink from the dreadful means b y  
which the end is to be profecmed. Revolution, 
collective mifery, indifcriminate ruin, the ex
tinction of calm hopes, the ceiTation o f  peaceable 
purfuits, the harveft o f  low Craft, the obfcurity 
o f  the good, the meridian glory o f  the bafe and 
vile ; and frivolous indeed is the often-deteCted 
and refuted pretence of  political improvement.

Drawn as we are to a crifis o f  great alarm and 
importance, it is indeed a pleafing taik to congra
tulate the country on the favourable turn o f  its 
fentiment. No longer is it incumbent to prove 
b y  a companion between forms of  government, 
that the monarchy we live under is preferable to 
a republic, or that calculated upon the moil 
fordid grounds o f  intereft, every individual in 
the land ihould feel a Britiih more deiirable than 
a French connection. T h e  time was, amidit the 
delirium of  paillon and the intoxication of  intem
perate and conceited projectors, that thofe topics 
urged with a warning voice might have been ufe- 
ful ; but the fever has fubfided ; the fpirit o f  in
novation is laid ; we have feen to what it tends 
and in what it originates. Doubtlcis there are 
individuals in this land (we cannot expeCt to want 
our portion o f  human depravity) who chcriih the 
hope of afcending to a higher degree of  fortune 
by  the favour o f  him who has fworn to rob their 
country o f  its precious tranquillity. Doubtlefs 
there is a populace credulous and eafily excited, 
upon whom the arts and interference of thefe ma-
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lignant fpirits may produce fome cffeft. But I 
fpeak with a confident knowledge of Ireland, 
when I affert that the inclination of the public 
mind îs to preferve the exifting conftitution : 
fuch is the common voice, and fuch the general 
Jentiment of  all who may be faid to conftitute a 
rational and a&ing public ; of all who are above 
being mere inftruments ; in fhort, o f  the middle 
and fuperior claíTes of  every party, place, and 
defignation.

I do not write to warn thofe men againft politi
cal deluiions from which experience and reflec
tion render them perfeàïly fecure, but to exhort 
them by a vigorous and united exertion to extin- 
guiih the hope of  their rcftlefs enemies, to fave 
Ireland from the pain even of fruitlefs aggreffion, 
by  ihewing that their country is not to be attacked 
with hope, or even with impunity. Whatever is 
dear ana valuable in life, are the objeéts to ani
mate us ; cold neutrality, infipid fluggiihnefs, and 
barren profeifions are inefficient for the occafion 
and inadequate to its importance. If  we are 
compelled to renew the war, the fuccefs o f  that 
war, and the prote&ion of our country, are the 
only concerns which can engage the attention of 
a rational or generous mind : we muft relinquiih 
inferior cares, we muft forget our differences: 
an oblivion of  parties, o f  diftinótions, even of 
offences, is the duty which this crifis calls for, 
and to rally round the throne with a prompt and 
vigorous unanimity.

“  Save

IO
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<c Save your Country, in mercy to yourfelves!”  
fo fang, in the early days of  our late commotions, 
oneoi thofe fine fpoken fpeculators, who imagin
ed that our conftitution was not declamation- 
proof, that an eftabliihed Government was to he 
blown down by the artillery of  words and fen- 
tences ; this language, in the place from whence 
I copy it, was an admonitory menace to Parlia
ment, urging that body to adopt fome propofitions 
o f  Democracy. I employ it for more ufeful pur- 
pofes, to rally the People, that they may protect 
their moft precious interefts ; to animate my 
friends and neighbours, that, employing the means 
which are obviouily in their power, and cafily 
within their reach, they may keep the exterminat
ing fword from the throats o f  their wives and 
children. I have no apprehenfion for the eflab- 
liihed Government; it may prove fatal to indi
viduals, that Ireland lhould become the feat o f  
war ; the middle ranks may be crufhed in the 
conteil; we may be ruined in our properties; 
outraged or maffacred : but the Britifh authority 
is too firmly fixed in Ireland, too much connected 
with the effence and well being o f  Society, to be 
endangered by fuch efforts as France can make, 
and ftill lefs is it likely to be fhaken by childifh 
combinations within the country.— What are they; 
what has been the compofition o f  them ? The 
buttling blockheads o f  a populous City, who feed 
their felf-importance, by whifpering at every cor
ner of a ftreet enterpi izes far beyond their energy 
to attempt, and I really believe beyond their ma-

b  z l ice



12

.lice to approach ferioufly. Some intriguers of 
defperate fortunes; a few weak dupes of  demo
cracy; a rcillefs rabble, without any certain view, 
or fixed principle, and unmanageable to that de
gree, that no leader can pretend to guide them. 
I fhould as foon fuppofe, that an army of fchool- 
boys, with lath-fwords and paper-caps, (the effi
cient materials o f  a barring-out againft their maf
ter) fhould overpower the magiftracy o f  a regular 
town, and compel its garrifon to furrender, as 
that any combination of circumitances fhould ren
der our domeftic agitators formidable to eitab- 
liQied authority. No, let even the fcanty trea- 
fury o f  France be at the fervice of her Irifh ab- 
bettors ; they may procure murders to be commit
ted, or houfes to be broken open ; they may 
awaken the vigilance of the magiftracy. All  this 
coniiitutes not an affair o f  (late, but merely of 
police. There is not fubordination, concert, ot 
probable uniformity of action to rife beyond the 
effort of a riot.

Invafion may be more ferious in its immediate 
operation, but as to any thing of permanent im- 
preffion, it is juft as little likely to prove eífeéiual. 
I f  France poffeffed refources for the enterprise, 
and had an adequate inducement to throw a con- 
fiderable and well direfled force upon this king
dom, the confequence might deferve to be confi- 
dered as important. But France could never hope 
to retain Ireland herfelf ; and the eftablifhment of 
an independent Government, fo much beyond the 
reach o f  her controul, is not an objeót that can in-
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tcreft her. W hoever weighs the prefent means 
of  France, (which in every thing but men, are ex
tremely limited) the difficulties of the enterprise, 
and the remotenefs of the concern, will admit, that 
France can never turn her attention to this 11! an ci, 
with any other defign, than merely to occaiion to 
the Britiih government a temporary annoyance., 
and embarraflment. For this— for a mere flock- 
jobbing fpeculation, our reitlefs enemy will heed- 
lefsly difturb our repofe, will iport with our 
feelings, our pallions, and our happinefs. He 
will endeavour to re-kindle civil war ; he will 
affeit to efpoufe fome fa&ion ; perhaps have emii- 
laries in all; for every party, except that which 
confines its zeal fimply to the maintenance ot 
royal authority and public order, aflifis the de- 
figns of Bonaparte : I f  Iriihmen permit themfelves 
again to be deluded by'the government of France, 
it will again deluge their country in blood, with
out the leaft profpedl o f  honor or advantage to 
any portion o f  them ; it will facrifice them for a 
confideration fo vile, as to alarm the Jews of 
London, and deter them from providing money 
upon eafy terms for the BritiQi government. 
Simple and egregious dupes, who contribute to 
forward this deiign, or who view its progrefs 
with indifference, when ihall the career ol abfur- 
dity conclude ? Every page of your hiitory re
cords iimilar inftances of delufion, which have 
miiled you to your ruin.

In our political condition there is one weak 
point ; our populace is eaûly inflamed and capa-
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ble of grofs excelles ; and recent circumftances have 
contributed to render this difpolition a more aólive 
propenfity to licentioufnels. With a profligate 
difregard of the event, as to his wretched inilru- 
ments, and o f  the comforts of mankind, over
turned and laid wafle, for purpofes, the moil fri
volous, our enemy prepares to affail us on this 
quarter; there, o f  courfe, fhould be exercifed 
activity and vigilance, to refift and difappoint 
him. Such would be the duty of patriotifm, if 
only our country were expofed to danger: but it 
becomes the injunction of  perfonal and private 
prudence when the peril is appropriately our own, 
and when evils, fcarcely to be defcribed, are the 
penalty of indifference. This connderation will 
bring home to private men the convi&ion of  a 
truth, that to preferve their country from turbu
lence is not exclufively the affair o f  Government. 
Every individual to whofe temper and condition o f  
life, tranquillity is valuable, is yet more deeply 
concerned; it is for them to prevent a relaxation 
of  authority, which to them, to the fubftantial 
inhabitants o f  the country, muft prove, as hereto
fore it has proved, peculiarly and effentially dif- 
aftrous. You cannot preferve your eafe, if  the 
danger draws more clofe, and the indulgence of 
your paflions wrould, in that cafe, become ridi
culous. Terminate, then, your differences in 
time ; make thofe exertions, and thofe facrifices 
which you will be obliged to make, under cir
cumftances lefs favourable. The fteps, which 
plight be decifive at this moment, will every day

become



become o f  lefs avail; and you will, perhaps, at 
length, have to regret, that they are ineffedkial.

Be inftrudted by thofe countries on which 
France has made an impreifion, and over which 
ihe is Hill enabled, by her continental influence, 
to maintain an afcendant. T h e  Brabanters were 
alienated by foroe politial controverfies from the 
Houfe of  Auftria, their fovereign. They did 
not oppofe the trench invaiion ; but fo irkfome 
was the dominion of thefe deliverers, that before 
many months elapfed they repented of their facility, 
and folicited the Emperor to re-aflume his autho- 
thy for their redemption. The Dutch were at 
variance with their Conftitution and with its 
legal Minifters ; France took advantage of the 
quarrel to introduce her troops, and has fince held 
that ftate in fubjedtion, amidft the murmurs o f  an 
indignant people. The lot of  the common wealth 
is political ilavery, and the individual citizens are 
haraifed with pecuniary exaction^, at once rigo
rous and arbitrary. The Svvifs divided about 
forms of government, furniihed to Fiance a pre
text tor interfere!:ce. The reluit has been the im- 
polition of a galling yoke, againft which they have 
repeatedly rifen in arms, but rifen without the 
effeót which their exertion muft have inevitably 
produced, i f  they had in time been agreed in a 
found underftanding of their own and of  their 
country’s welfare. Even the i'mall ifland of Malta 
expended twenty thoufand lives, and whatever it 
could command of treafure, to expel a garjifon o f  
Frenchmen. In fail a foldier of that nation never

eftabliihed
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citablifhed his banner in any country, in which 
he did not immediately become a tyrant.

Such is the picture of regular fubjugation; 
but not fo mild is the deltiny prepared for Ire
land. No ; the policy of  Bonaparte configns 
us to be torn in pieces by  the occafional licen- 
tioufnefs o f  our own populacc. It is con
trary to common reafon to imagine, that he 
would deitinc againft Ireland a force fufficient 
to effcCt the reduction of a country which 
he could not hold, and of  which the poiTeffion, 
i f  it were even practicable to obtain and to pre- 
ferve it, is to France unimportant and unintereft- 
ing. I recur to this argument at the hazard of 
becoming tedious by  repetition ; but i f  any of 
my countrymen fiill cherifh a difpoíition hoítile 
to their natural government, their error may yield 
at ieait to confiderations of prudence, when 
they clearly fee how fmall is the foundation of 
the hopes, and how weak the reliance to be 
placed on the promifes which the agents of France 
hold out to them. Taking for our guide the 
intereft of him we deal with, there can be no 
difficulty in anticipating his conduCt. However 
he may fare, he will, he mujl abandon bis Irifl? 

part i f  ans to deflrudion. In one alternative the 
revolutionary Irifh are ruined with their country; 
in the other, which is the more probable, the 
country is faved, and they who have been the 
contemptible tools of a itranger’s chicane, are left 
in the hands of  the power they defied, and the 
jufti.ee they infulted, No man who has preten-

iions



lions to a reafoning faculty, w il l  reduce himfelf 
to this option.

I f  Ireland were fubdued, France could not 
preferve her conqueft without a naval force, 
which (he does not poflefs, and naval exertions 
to which ihe is no way competent.

I ihall not prefs the difficuhies, which indeed are 
àlmoft infurmountable, o f  tranfporting thenumber 
o f  men which are requilite to make a formidable 
attack, with artillery and other neceflary flores 
and equipments ; this fubjedt has been repeatedly 
inveftigated. I wil l  admit the ruler o f  France to 
have been fuccefsful in landing on the coaft o f  
Ireland a body o f  troops, fufficient to endanger 
the liability o f  our government, he m ull  com
mand the fea in order to preferve with that army, 
fuch communication as lhould enable it to a£t 
with powerful effeél. B y  rendering Ireland the 
feat o f  war, cultivation would be impaired to 
that degree, that two coniiderable armies mull 
be in a great mealure fupplied from abroad. 
France has few or no fhips of  w a r;  and we are 
all fu lly  fenfible o f  the force and prowefs o f  
the Englifh navy ; the firft flep, i f  French 
troops gained the land of Ireland, would be, fo 
to blockade them, as to prevent communication 
with their own country ; they would by confe- 
quence neither be fupplied nor rccruited. Sup- 
pofe the rabble o f  the country to be a means o f  
offence relied upon ; the junétion o f  that de- 
fcription would only tend to encreafe the per
plexities o f  the attempt, b y  augmenting the de-
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mand for provifions, and diminishing the number 
o f  cultivators ; it is then to be prefumed that no 
fuch auxiliaries would be rcccived, unlefs, pur- 
fuant to the precedent efiabliflied by General 
Humberf, they were taken in to do ferviccT of 
drudgery for the invading army, 'lake into the 
account the refinance, upon which the invader 
muft calculate with certainty. W hilfl  the centre 
of Government continues unihakcn, a diftant 
part might for a feafon be convulfed, but revo
lution could by  no means be brought to perfec
tion. Every man in England poiTefling one thou- 
fand pounds of  property, feels that the value of 
it would be diminished b y  at leaft one-half, i f  
Ireland were loft to the empire. T o  avert that 
cataltrophe the wealth of England, confcifedly 
the moft opulent country on earth, would be 
cheerfully and profufely contributed. T he mo
ney of  England would procure foldiers from 
Germany, Ruffia, or any other quarter in which 
men abound ; and the fleets of England afford a. 
facility o f  tranfport. A l l  the mercenaries o f  the 
world would offer themfelves to difputc our foil 
with the invaders.

A  French force not deriving aiTiftance from 
home, blockaded by a Britifh fleet, and ade
quately oppofed by a Briiifh army, muft o f  ne- 
ceflity wafte its flrcngth, and be conftrained to 
furrender ; thus the armies o f  Egypt and Malta 
were obliged to yield, and the lame circum- 
ftances are not likely to controul lefs powerfully 
the fate of an expedition againft Ireland. A

French

i 8



French invading force dcftined againft Ireland 
has then to encounter, firft, the Britilh fleets, 
which cover the lea to intercept its pailagc ; i f  
thatobftacle be furmounted, the difficulties which 
await him by land are fuch as inuft render the 
attempt abortive. Let us give our enemy the 
utmoft extent of fuppofition, grant that his for
tune has rifen fuperior to fo many fatal cmbar- 
raffments, what is his end? W hat his recom- 
pence? He cannot find the one or the other in 
the permanent pofleflion or the temporary occu
pation o f  Ireland.

T h e  plunder of this ifland is nat fuch as to 
allure the rapacity o f  French generals, not even 
fufficient to defray the expence o f  the foldiers. 
O u r  wealth cpnflfts o f  the foil, the flock o f  ca- 
pitalifts inverted in the public funds, and the 
circulating currency which is principally in 
paper; debentures and bank notes are o f  
no value to him whofe objeét is to deftroy 
the credit and confidence that fupport them; 
the land is our foie intrinfic and unalterable 
wealth ; and would a French foldier be gratified 
i f  in retribution for his fatigue and danger, it 
were propofed to him to cultivate the earth? an 
employment, which he could have procured and 
fulfilled on caller terms in his own country.

Then, have the French rulers any inducement 
or occafion to annex to their prefent dominion 
a territory which prefents no objeót for a com
mercial fettlement, which produces no one article 
not already abundantly fupplied from fome pro-
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vince of France, and which is only valuable in 
proportion as induftry is affiduoufly watched and 
attentively encouraged ; i f  our afpiring neigh
bour is inclined to promote agriculture and ma
nufacturing purfuits, he will find at home fuf- 
ficient occupation; but I apprehend he has 
fcarcely leifure to undertake that duty. Thus, 
i f  Bonaparte could be fuccefsful in the 
fubjugation of  Ireland to the utmoft extent o f  
his ambitious wifhes ; the acquiiition wrould not 
anfwer any purpofe, and is in no degree de- 
firable.

For thefe reafons, firft, the expence and ardu- 
ôufnefs of the attempt to reduce Ireland, and 
becaufe the objeót, i f  it were fuccefsful, is 
uninterefting, no French government will ever 
a£t with ferious views, or equip a decifive 
armament againft this country. The difplay 
o f  invaiion heretofore made, was no more than 
fufficient, to feed the hopes of  a party which 
may anfwer to France the purpofe of  annoyance, 
but whofe projefts it is not a matter o f  any mo
ment to accompliih. I f  France took any aótive 
concern in the fate of  her Iriih partizans; i f  ihe 
had grounds to hope, that ihe would be able to 
feparate Ireland from the Britifh empire ; or i f  
ihe entertained a ferious intention of  attempting 
that difmemberment, ihe would have fent hither 
the armament which Bonaparte conducted to 
Egypt. But France proved in that inftance the 
real objefts of her political prediledtion.

The



T h e policy o f  France with refpcft to Ireland, 
rcfembles in a great meafure, the courfe o f  con
duit  which the ancient monarchy prailifed 
towards the Engliih Jacobites. Their  expectations 
were keptalive, but no blow was (truck in their fa
vour, nor was any effectual aifiitance afforded to 
them. Upon that, as upon the prefent occaiion, 
the French government projected to watte the re
sources of its rival b y  domeftic irritation, and to 
impofe the neceifity o f  keeping up an expenfive 
eftabliihment, whilit that -force was prevented 
from being directed againit France herfelf. It 
enters at prefent into the calculation o f  the Con- 
ful, to alarm the public creditors o f  England, 
and to divert the hardy and intrepid peafantry of  
Ireland, from the fleets and armies of  their own 
Sovereign. He defires no more than fhort and 
occafional infurre&ions : thefe w il l ,  it is true, be 
quelled in the blood of the infurgents ; to us, that 
is a poor confolation, when our country fhall be 
rendered not worth inhabiting, when property 
fhall be waited, perfonal fecurity deitroyed, and 
induftry driven from us ; and it is a confideration 
o f  contemptible indifference to the unfeeling po
litician to whom we are oppofed. He has fquan- 
dered the blood of  his own citizens profufely, on 
enterprizes apparently infignificant, and would 
not fuffer the life and happinefs o f  every Irifh- 
man on earth, to weigh as a feather in the fcale 
againit any political intrigue whatfoever. He 
indeed! the cold-hearted adventurer, accuitomed 
to fport with the fuiferings o f  mankind, and to
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rife upon their miferies ; he beftow a Tingle 
thought on the good or ill which may befall a re
mote and uninterefting people ! let none be fo 
chimerical as to fuppofe it. He makes up his 
account on the eafy terms with which he can 
perplex the hoftile Government of  Britain ; this 
game the confular ruler will endeavour to play, 
and fuch of us as do not defire to be fcourged 
by our own follies, will exert ourfelves to coun
teract him.

There are two precedents to which we may re
fort, to dire£t our conduit, on the danger with 
which we are menaced : our prefervation, in the 
v a r  of 1780, may ferve to guide us to the mea- 
fures we ought to purfue, whilft the memorable 
and calamitous events of 1798 may caution us not 
to provoke a renewal o f  them ; on the former oc- 
cafion there were no partial views, no diverfity 
o f  public,-fentiment, we enjoyed internal tran
quillity in an unparalleled degree, and the enemy, 
although with a naval fo,rce, not inferior to our 
own, did not prefume to moleft us. In 1797 we 
were engaged in paltry political fquabbles, and 
fplit into faftions ; the rabble rofe, and every fri
gate that failed from the enemy’s coaft ftruck a 
panic in Ireland. In the American war, a de
scent on Ireland was projected by France, as an 
eíTential means of annoyance, but the ftate of  the 
country rendered the enterprife too defperate to 
be attempted ; when the enemy examined our 
condition, he found every man who políeííed pro
perty, whe chcrifhcd an honeit hope, or enjoyed

the

I #



the fweets o f  induftry, in arms for the public de
fence, and determined on refinance. Internal 
diflurbance was prevented, crimes were checked, 
and our public enemy relinquiihed, in defpair, 
his project. Never at any period was the number 
o f  malefa&ors punifhed in Ireland, fo inconiider- 
able as during the latter years of the American 
war ; never were the lower people reduced to 
fiich habits o f  regularity and obedience : the good 
fenfe o f  the nation preferved it at that time from 
the confalion o f  a civil war. It requires little 
ingenuity to draw the leffon from this incident, 
and' to contrail it with our fortune in the recent 
contention.

W e  may take one counlel at leafl from perfons 
whom every defcription of  Irishmen have ja i l  
reafon to reprobate: the worthy gentlemen who 
were the agents of  France, in the laft war, and 
w ho abandoned their adherents when they had 
involved them as deep in guilt as they were en
abled by their means and talents. T h e  pompous 
and indifcreet Directory of  the United Iriihmen, 
declare in their primed examination, that they 
advifed the French to refrain from an attempt on 
England— for there was no probability o f  draw
ing any part o f  the people to favour or connive 
at an attack upon its government. There was no 
profpeit o f  procuring a mifunderftanding between 
the Sovereign and fubjeft, but the temper o f  Ire
land was found more traélable ; our facility 
marked us for the vifitation o f  an invader; by 
the favour o f  thofe kind friends, the feat of hof-

tilities
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tiHties was to be transferred to us from the con
tinent, and we were to fuffer from Mr. O ’Connor 
and his fellow-labourers, all the devaluation and 
all the miferies incidental to a war, civil as well 
as foreign, whilft the prudence of  England was 
to exempt her from the fame misfortune ; then, 
i f  a cordial co-operation with the Crown be the 
means o f  fafety, what remains but to fol
low the example before us, and to draw the ad
vantage o f  this leffon, from the babbling o f  thofe 
filly traitors, W’hofe unguarded vanity led them 
to reveal the fecrets o f  their caufe, not becaufe 
they were moved by the mifchiefs they had oc- 
cafioned, not becaufe they repented o f  the iniqui
ties in which they were plunged, but becaufe 
they were indulged with the licenfe to preach 
politics to a committee of  parliament.

In truth the calamity o f  public difturbance can 
fcarcely be viiited, with material effeft, upon any 
country, in which the middle claffes o f  men dif- 
charge their duty and purfue their intereft. They 
are in a great meafure the guardians of  civil focie- 
ty, and by a very wife and equitable repartition, 
the evil which they have negledled to prevent^ falls 
upqn their own heads, firft, and with the moil: 
fevere and irremediable ruin. The man of  rank 
fiies for refuge where his name will attraft com* 
miferation; i f  the ftorm paiTes over, he has loft 
for a few years, the profits o f  his lands; in the 
moil unfavourable reverfe of continued ill-fortune, 
he finds a refource in that impulfe, which prompts 
mankind to alleviate the fufferings of fallen great-
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refs ; but who ihall extend commiferation to the 
artifan, when he has loft the opportunity o f  pro
curing comforts by the exercife o f  his induftry ? 
T o  the farmer, whofe flock has been fpoiled and 
wafted ; to the retailer and the merchant; to all 
thofe who depend on a diftribution o f  property, to 
which perfect calm is indifpeufable. If  all thefe 
bodies and individuals have every thing to lofe, 
and nothing to gain, by great changes o f  power, 
there is no hefitation to a rational mind ; we muft 
preferve the order of  things, which is neceffary to 
our exiftence; upon the fa£t no queflion can arife: 
but, it may be of fome advantage to confider by 
what means this end may be promoted moft effeç* 
tually.

The property o f  the country, arrayed in its 
natural gradations, will form an impregnable ram- 
part to fecure the peace and happinefs o f  Ireland. 
A ga in  and again I prefs the adoption o f  that fa- 
lutary precaution. Do not defer the means o f  
prefervation, until the enemy is in your ports, or 
the infurredtionary mifcreant at your threiholds 
A gain  and again I call upon m y countrymen to 
difcard thofe frivolous diftin&ions, which in the 
holiday times o f  our former fecurity, we unfor
tunately adopted. So ihall we be undifturbed 
fpedlators o f  the contefts o f  the univerfe ; fecure 
in our remote and infular fituation ; il ill  more 
fecure in an intrepidity, which never has been 
queftioned, but which loft its eftett when good 
fenfe ceafed to direft its operations.

1 am
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1 ara not prepared at this moment to invelH- 
gate the pretenfions of the feveral parties which 
have divided Ireland ; they are indeed upon the 
decline; but it is to be expeited, that on the 
prefent occafion, attempts will be made, to re
animate to them ; this is the natural game of the 
foreign foe, or malignant native, who hopes to 
profit by our difafters ; and who, in the harmony 

‘ I recommend, will fee the extin&ion of his pre- 
tenfions. I f  he can fucceed in weakening, by 
dividing your efforts, he may overpower, and will 

■annihilate you. In thefe parties, as in every 
thing of the kind that has exifted, there probably 
is to be found, on every fide, a great proportion 
o f  paflion, fpleen, and weaknefs, and probably 
alfo fo me what of  juftice ; let thofe whom fuch 
objc£ls have hitherto intercfted, confider for a 
moment, the matter and the feafon, let them com
pare their caufes of complaint with their expe
rience of  red refs ; let them weigh their fuppofed 
grievances, againft their a&ual enjoyments. I f  
any body of men repel the adlive exertions o f  
their fellow fubje&s, i f  they receive them with 
coldnefs and diftruft, and chill the ardour which 
they ought to encourage and enliven, however 
high their pretenfions to loyalty, they are not the 
ufeful friends to their king and country; the 
Britifh empire is not at prefent in that ftate of 
vigour, that ihe can diip'enfe with the co-operat
ing aid of  any portion of her people: the de
fence o f  Ireland ought not to be undertaken on a 
contraóted fcale ; reft allured you will  require

every



every hand ; then do not wait for the moment of 
danger to receive them, when, perhaps, pique 
and the artifices of an afiiduous enemy, may have 
made fome impreflion. Thofe  who pride them- 
felves on loyalty, ihould propagate the principle, 
b y  cordially admitting their countrymen amongil 
th em ; b y  example and a powerful communica
tion o f  fcntiment, they ihould iortity thole, who 
perhaps may waver, and guard men, whom they 
m ay one day want, againlt the poflible danger ot 

fedu&ion.
T h a t iimple reafon which I lay before the one 

party, w il l  apply equally, or perhaps with more 
force, to the dire&ion o f  the other ; “  you are 
deprefled, yo u  have not equality o f  privileges,”  
fay thofe, who feek to fruftrate the loyal coalition 
o f  the people. I will not turn from m y fubjeft 
to take up the merits o f this difcuifion. Suppoie 
the fa£t to be true, is Revoluion a remedy ? T h e  
reply  to that qucftion is to be read in the con
duct o f  your fathers. T h e y  had ûronger mo
tives o f  difcontent, but they were not revolution- 
ifts. In every war from the reign of Queen 
Anne, France thought to aiTail Great Britain 
through this country. She marched troops to the 
parts o f  the coaft, which appeared to be the beft 
iituated for the invaiion o f  Ireland. She had 
Irifh forces'in her pay : ihe offered a prince, who 
might have been fuppofed to have partiians, and 
a popular religion ;— ihe tried the temper o f  the 
country, but ihe fufTered, and ihe tried in vain. 
T h e  Roman Catholics o f  that day, who were ex-
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pofed to the temptation, felt as I prefume, the 
fame defcription of perfons will fhew themfelves 
to feel at preient, that fpirit of attachment to 
order and efiablifhed authority, for which their 
religion claims to be diftinguifhed. They faw, ' 
that the animofity which was directed againft 
them, and which prevailed to a very vehement 
degree in the early part o f  the century, gradually 
yielded to time, and to the lenity which the Crown 
was ftudious to preferve, encourage and inculcate. 
A s  citizens, they adhered to their Country with 
its imperfedions— as fubje&s, they efpoufed the 
caufe o f  their K in g — as men of fenfe, they deli
berately and wifely chofe rather to deferve the 
protection of  a power having a permanent concern 
in their welfare, than to promote or be fubfervient 
to the temporary convenience of  Orangers. A  new 
sera of  peace and happinefs feemed to open to their 
Country, and they refufed to interrupt it. T o  
that prudent forbearance the Country is indebted 
for the profperity it arrived to. They have 
drawn b^ck and overpaid themfelves the injuries 
o f  very cruel civil wars ; civil liberty never was fo 
widely diffufed : the protection of  law has become 
iteady and uniform, the political privileges in which 
every fefi and party participate alike, are many ; and 
they are the mojl jolidandmnjl ufeful; thofe which 
are withheld are few, and, in the aftual ilate o f  
property, they are o f  very little moment. T o  
him who fpeaks o f  privileges withheld, I would 
aik, does the Britifh Conftitution prefent no objeft

to



to animate a proud and patriotic mind, befide the 
right o f  legiilating ? W h at  comparifon does the 
Country, and the condition o f  even the moil un
favoured perfon in it, at this day, bear with that 
Country and that condition which their forefathers 
refufed to abandon. Ü ever human objeâs de
fended to be upheld by great exertions— if ever 
they deferved to be redeemed by blood, everv man 
in Ireland poifeifes at this hour, objefts o f  that 
value and that magnitude. Then, my country
men, do not fuffer the moil futile, flimfy, and fri
volous delufions, to divert you from the great 
concern of felf-prefervation ; ait  in your refpedtive 
fpheres with vigour, permit not any violation o f  
the law, hold no compromife with difcontent, 
afford no refuge to the turbulent ; to be cold in 
the prefent circumftances, is to be difaffedled, and 
difaifedtion is the moft unmeaning folly, unlefs 
when afluming the ihape and meaning o f  hideous 
vice, it tends direclly and actively to revolution. 

A nd are we in Ireland that idiot race, or rather 
is fuch the charafterifticof any defcription amongft 
us, that they fhall be attraûed by the fcare-crow, 
which deters the uufverfe ; that they fhall look as 
a boon to that fcourge, which is felt by our neigh
bours to be the moft dreadful vifitation ? N o — 110, 
fuch is not the accomodating dullnefs o f  Ireland,

Non obtufa adeo gejiamus fedora  Pam  
Nec tarn aver fus equos Tyria fo l  jungit ab urbe. 

It is in truth on the part o f  this kind enemy, 
who defires to become our protedlor, a very poor 
compliment to our common underilanding, to fup-

poft
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pofe that we are to be influenced by fuch pretences ; 
that when the cant of revolution has becomc 
thread-bare all over the world, we ihould piove 
infenfible to the benefit o f  experience, W e enjoy 
the peaceable proteftion of law, the fober comforts, 
and increafing advantages of induftry ; we will 
not exchange thefe benefits for fome unknown 
good, which the tyrant of the world may vouch
safe to confer. W e cannot envy the independence 
o f  Holland, or the republicanifm of Switzerland; 
and thofe amongft us who have moft reafon to 
murmur on the fubjeft of religious liberty, enjoy 
that freedom to a greater extent, than ever was 
conceded to the fubje&s of the French govern
ment ; indeed, in whatever point of view the ftate 
o f  France is confidered, an awful and impreffive 
inftru&ion arifes from it ; the difappointments 
which the revolutionifts o f  that n a t io n  experienced, 
in their expectations both of liberty and affluence, 
will be the jeft of the world, whenever the events 
o f  that revolution ihall ceafe to fill the mind with 
horror and commiferation— and can the imitators 
expeft to fare better than their model ?

The people of France were inûigated to rebel 
againft their lawful and hereditary monarch, and 
from the unfortunate weaknefs of that prince’s ad- 
miniftration, they were fuccefsful. From that hour 
to the prefent time, the country has been the 
agitated fcene o f  a feries o f  contemptible intrigues, 
and o f  the moft cruel and defolating carnage and 
atrocities ; and was this unfortunate people eafed 
o f  any burdens, no— defpotifm never was fo fe-

vere—
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vcre— taxes never were fo high. Thofe paid in 
money are exorbitant, but the moft grievous im- 
pofition, and one to which the old government 
never reforted, is, that every man is compelled to 
ferve perfonally in the army, in whatever manner 
and upon whatever occafion the government think 
fit to order. W ith a nominal fuperiority over 
Europe, every individual is wretched and more 
oppreifed than the fubjefls o f  any other govern
ment. A  temporary poifeifion o f  power devolved 
upon mean adventures, whom no man ever could 
refpeft, and a few, very few upftarts, without any 
thing to recommend them, have obtained fortunes. 
This  was the entire fruit of  the French revolution, 
and fuch will  be the confequence o f  a revolution, 
wherever it ihall be effe&ed. Ireland deferves, 
indeed, the imputation of  blundering idiotifm, i f  
it engage in fuch a caufe with a certainty before 
its eyes of fuch difafters, and with an equal cer
tainty, that the ruin in which fo many individuals 
are to be involved, cannot lead to any advantage 
perfonal or public, immediate or confequential.

I ihall fum my argument in a few points, which 
have, I apprehend, been fatisfa&orily proved in 
the courfe o f  this little effay.

That France is not fufficiently interefted in the 
fubjugation o f  Ireland, to make any material effort 
for that purpofe.

That France is as little concerned to eftablifh 
an independent government in Ireland, which, 
following the example of  America, and the didates 
o f  that intereft, fuggefted by its natural pofnion,

might
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might the very next day after its independence had 
been recognifed, abandon the connexion with 
France, and cultivate an intercourfe with Great
Britain*

That the malcontents o f  Ireland never can fuo 
ceed without foreign affiftance in any effort to 
difplàce the government; that fuch foreign fuc- 
cour would be very difficult to be given, and is in 
no wife likely to be obtained.

That the Irifh, who are feduced into thefe 
defigns, are mere dupes, whofe lives and toil 
France fquanders without care or concern— that 
their leaders or feducers are defpicable adventurers, 
making a profit to themfelves from the blood of  
the filly people whom they influence, and that that 
people are doing the bufinefs of France, and fa
vouring its projefts, at the price of immenfe 
mifchief to their country and themfelves, a 
inifchief which there is nothing to compenfate, 
and which is in truth not to be compenfated.

That exclufive of  the atrocious wickednefs o f  
the enterprise, the greateit folly any man can 
commit, is to aft againft the order and authority 
eilablifhed in this kingdom, and next in the degree 
o f  eminent and itupid limplicity, is theconduói o f  
thofe who do not exert ail human means to reclaim 
the deluded, and to puniih and refift the villains 
who miflead them,

I have fully infifted on the neceflity o f  a very 
general appearance in arms ; w’hen that populace, 
fo eafily prompted, and fo eafily impofed on, 
perceive in every vicinity, a power fufficient to
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baffle their enterprife— they will neceffarily be 
kept in awe, and may be withdrawn from the 
deSperate courfes they feem at preSent diSpoSed to 
engage in ; but let me in an eminent degree prefs 
the duty o f  example, and let me prefs it efpe- 
cially on thofe, whofe habits o f  life or iituation 
draw them clofely in contait with the lower 
people. Never Shall we know repofe, whilft the 
turbulence o f  the multitude feems to derive Sym
pathy or compafiion, from men whofe opinions 
are recommended by their fuccefs in life or Situa
tion. I do not advert to perfons of  elevated rank 
and education, their condudt is important ; but 
tor the prefent, at leaft, it is ufually correft. The 
falvation o f  Ireland depends upon thofe in a con
dition fomewhat removed from the common 
people— when thefe are vigilant to repielsoffences, 
and ready to puniih the offenders— when they no 
longer hefitate to enforce/the laws, and affift the 
civil magistrate, then, and not till then, Shall the 
country be Secure, and all its members participate 
in the advantage. It is not wife to alienate this 
clafs o f  citizens from the flate, and as little wife 
in them to be eafily SuSceptible o f  provocation. 
This  is the language of  a friend to every part 
and description o f  the Irifh people, and I truil it 
will be found by every reafonable and refleding 
perfon, to be the juft, the genuine, and the 
unbiilfed d i la tes  o f
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P O S T S C R I P T

ï  HAVE afferted (page 15) that, if Ireland be
came the feat of war, the country would be 
found unequal to the fupport of the hoftile 
armies, and that either, if  it could not calculate 
with certainty on receiving fupplies from abroad* 
muft moulder away, and be obliged to yield almoft 
without conteft. Ireland is a country of refources 
totally artificial, it could not be cultivated, fubjeâ: 
to the interruption of  two numerous military 
bodies, moving from place to place, experiencing 
and inflicting the viciflitudes of warfare ; I fhall 
appeal to hifiory to corroborate the aflertion.

In the war againil the earl of Defmond, that 
chief was in poifeffion of  Munfier, and had the 
population of  the province at his difpofal ; no 
çonfiderable force was ever fent againit him, nor 
did he ever fuítain a regular defeat ; but the pro
vince which was the fcene of war, was defolated 
to that degree, that his followers could not fub  ̂
flit ; they difbanded, their chief became a fugi
tive in the woods, wras taken and beheaded with
out refinance.

O ’Neil



O Neil was an able man, and eminently popu
lar, he was acknowledged as a prince by foreign 
ftates, and had numerous bodies o f  men at his 
difpofal; he was never encountered by the Eng- 
liih, unlefs in inconfiderable ikirmiihcs ; he, 
neverthelefs, was obliged to yield, was glad to 
receive a pardon ; and, returning to the condition
o f  a fubjedt, made a difplay o f  very great and 
abjeft contrition.

In the war which commenced 164.1, the great 
duke o f  Ormond commanded çhe Englifh or royal 
army. In every engagement he was vidorious,* 
he was a man o f  great talents for command y o f  
confiderable refources in the country, extremely 
devoted to his caufe ; popular and indefatigable ; 
but the parliament would not fupport him, and 
the King was unable. He was obliged in the 
m id ft o f  his victories to diilolve the conquering 
army, and abandon his government. The con- 
federates experienced little or no oppofition, but 
hoftilities had now been lo long continued, and 
fo very much did the country feel the efte&s o f  
them, that when Cromwell landed, it was found 
impollible to colleii an army to oppofe him. 
T h e  Irifh were perfe<% aware that Cromwell 
brought over the moil ruthlefs determination to 
deihoy them, but their ftrength, not recruited 
from abroad, had been completely exhaulled :

E 2 they

T h e  battle of  Rathmines, the only one in which the
Duke was unfuccefsful, was not fought until after his return 
to Ireland.
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they folicited the aid of  foreign princes, and 
unable to procure that relief, they made no re
finance to their exterminator. Cromwell-marched 
unmoletted over the iiland, executing whom he 
thought proper, and offering to thofe inhabitants 
whom he f'pared, every indignity which the 
wantonnefs of fuccefs fuggefled to his foldiers, 
The account of Cromwell’ s campaign in Ireland, 
given in Lord Caftlehaven’s Memoirs, and in 
Carte’s Life of the Duke of Ormond, fully prove, 
that the career of that general would have termi
nated inglorioufly in Ireland, if  there had been 
any poflibility of fupplying or fubfifting adefenfive 
army. The accounts of the defolation occafioned 
by king William’s Avar, are equally conclufive. 
The Irifh were impatient of controul, and very 
badly commanded ; they made no great itand in 
the field, yet the havoc occaficned by the marches 
of  two armies, was not ior a long time recovered. 
Hiftory records a period, when the market of 
Dublin was fupplied with meat from Holyhead 
and the ports adjacent.

ISlow to fuppofe that the Britifh empire would 
permit Ireland to be difmembered from it, without 
a very ferious ftruggle, is fomething little ihort o f  
infanity ; and i f  the ftruggle take place, which
ever way it may determine, an inevitable confe- 
quence is defolation. I f  there be a fingle reafon- 
ing man engaged in this prefent atrocious confe
deracy againft eftabliihed order, let him reply to 
me ; w h a t  is the vice in our political fyftem that 
requires to be expiated by a civil war, which the
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country is unable to bear, and which neceffiiiily 
muft lead to the difafters I have ftated ?

Events have taken place within a few years 
back, which muft have brought under the 
review of a reflecting mind, every quetfion that 
aiifes from the relation o f  Great Britain and 
Ireland. A  man whofe thoughts are impreffed 
with a fenfe o f  right, can with difficulty draw 
his fenfes to contemplate the matter of feparation. 
W hat!  are not 6oo years fufficient to form 
an indiffoluble compaa ? The Union o f  England 
with Scotland has not exifted above one-third 
of  that period— Wales has been long lince added 
to the crown, and the combination o f  the feveral 
parts of  England under one head is only about 200 
years more ancient. Subfequent to the annexation: 
o f  Ireland to the Britifh Crown, the feveral pro
vinces o f  France and Spain have been drawn 
together. There is in f a d  not a fovereign in 
Europe whofe dominions are held together by 
a prefcription o f  equal antiquity with the 
rights o f  the crown in Ireland ; within this 
country there are not five landed eilates, whole 
title o f  every nature is not iubfequent to the 
fubmiffion o f  Ireland to the throne his Majefty 
enjoys. There is, perhaps, not a man in the iiland, 
whofe defcent is not from fome defcription or 
other of Englifh fettlers. I am at a lofs to de
termine how the feelings of  the human heart are 
to be moved, i f  thefe confiderations do not deter
mine every man in the land, to make a common 
caufe with his K ing  and with his fellow fubjeds in 
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The rights of the crown are prior to the foun
dation of  any inheritance in the land. If thefe 
rights be capridoufly aiTailed, what is the pro
tection of private property ? Did your anceftor 
denve  ̂ immediately from the crown ? but that 
title is now impeached, and fubjeded to the 
power, or, as it (Hies itfelf, the will or conve
nience of the people. The title o f  the grantee 
cannot be valid, unlefs that of the grantor be held 
facred. I f  you have acquired by purchafe, you 
have taken fubjeft to the original difabilities 
o f  the feller. The fame rule holds, with 
refpect to every derivative intereft in the country. 
I f  Engliih dominion were ulurpation, fo were 
Engliih grants, and neither do families o f  Engliih 
or Iiiih origin hold by any other. I admit thefe 
confequences are very ridiculous, but they tre 
exaiily what flow from fetting up any Trifh claim 
againft the eftablifhed monarchy. To declare 
every gentleman’s tenure inv alid, or even every 
poor man s leafe, is juil as plaufible in argument, 
and furely to the a&ois, more convenient in fad, 
than to examine into the rights o f  the eftabliihed 
monarchy in Ireland.

1 he direft conclufion from this wicked honfenfe 
would be, that we are to revert to the Brehon 
law, and to the favage condition of the country 600 
years back, and to a'ooliih civilization, on a charge, 
that fome reprehenfible circumftances took place 
in its progrefs.

A  man muft know nothing of the ftate o f  
Europe, who can fuppofe that Ireland is qualified, 
ii Gfear Britain were even madly difpofed to
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aquielce, to aflame thefituatîon of an independent 
country;— could it cope with the eftablifhed power 
o f  France, or with the growing power o f  Ruffia ? 
Our vicinity to Great Britain, renders combination 
with her moft eafy, and hoilility moft inconvenient, 
î f  I were not bound by the duty o f  a fubjefl:—  
i f  Ireland were actually an independent ftate— if 
law or honour permitted me any opiion, thus ihould
I reafon : I would fay, “  that it is not delirable to 
“  be thefubjeft o f  afmall ftate, which is expofed 
“  by its feeblenefs to the infolence and to the de- 
“  predations o f  the great and overbearing 

powers which have been formed in Europe. 
fC Combined with Britain, the Irifh may con- 
“  tribute to controul the ambition o f  France ; 
“  we may form part o f  a powerful ftate, and 
“  every individual has the protection o f  that 
iC condition, a protection in the actual circumftan- 
“  ces of the woild, extremely eflential. If  the 
“  power of  England were diminifhed by the 
“  alienation o f  this illand, we mu(î neceffàry fall 
“  under the controul o f  France, although we 
“  were even permitted to hold the appearance o f  
“  a nominal independence. As England could ill 
“  bear the fubtradiion o f  Ireland, from the com- 
“  mon flock o f  imperial energy, and as our 
“  ftrength bears fotne proportion to that o f  Great 
“  Britain, but none to that o f  France, we are 
“  certain to procure a greater degree o f  rel'pect 
“  from the former than the latter, and with that 
“  flatewe are equally certain to live more upon a 
“  footing of  equality, than with any power

“  poffefled
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“  poffêffed of opulent and continental dominions.
Connected with France, we ihould even in the 

€C mod peaceable itate of things, be teazed with 
“  unremitting jealoufy and unfuccefsful fa&ion ; 
ci for we are too remote to be left at our own dif- 

cretion, and yet fufficiently contiguous, i f  the 
“  dominion were once eftablifhed, to be eafily 
<c overpowered, on any effort to get rid of it. 
<c England muit cultivate the affections and im- 
cc prove the refources of this iiland, as a valuable 
*• and neceffary acceffion to her ftrength ; but 
ct we fhould be trampled under foot by France, 
“  in the event of a junCiion with her, becaufe 
cc ihe does not {land in need of  our affiftance.5* 
Upon this view of the interefts o f  my country, 
if it were divided from Great Britain, I ihould, 
as an Iriihman, point to the policy of form- 
ing the moft clofe, intimate, and indiffoiuble 
connexion ; but being bleffed with the aCtual 
exiitence of  that connexion, T cling to it with 
my lad effort, with my fondeft hope, I follow it 
with my moft fervent benediction, as the fyftem 
beft calculated to promote the opulence and 
happinefs of my country; and to preferve its inter
nal and external ftrength— its internal and external

4®

T H E  E N D .

\


