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P R E F A C E .

I s h o u l d apologise to the Public for imposing upon it
a work so unattractive in style and arrangem ent as this
pamphlet. As a m atter of fact, when I commenced, about
eight days ago, to make a note, for the convenience of
reference at any time, of a few salient facts regarding the
fight th a t has been waged so fiercely for forty years,
between landlord and ten an t in this Parish, I had not the
smallest intention of writing a book. Very soon I found
myself unwarily committed to a task which I had never
essayed in my life, unless I was prepared to sacrifice, on
account of its incompleteness, the work I had already
done. I preferred to go on ; and the growth of my labour
and perseverance is “ Gweedore.”
Its m atter I have studied for years—the facts I have
verified in every possible way within my reach. No one
is bound by my conclusions or inferences, except in so far
as my premises w arrant them as right and reasonable. I
have expressed my views freely, and I must add honestly
and sincerely, I only ask th a t the reader will not condemn
me merely because he may think differently. If he were
in my place he would probably agree with me.
The subject in hand deals largely with persons, and
it was impossible to treat it without being personal.
It
was my desire to be fair to every one ; and if I have
wronged anyone, or caused him pain, I must say it was
foreign to my intention ; and I shall be glad to undo the
wrong, if it be pointed out to me, wherein I have wronged.

I have confined myself, almost exclusively, to the Agrarian
question, and I have studiously avoided touching a wider
and different topic, with which I m ean to deal, please God,
at my earliest convenience. I would not, I m ust add,
have attem pted the present pam phlet, hut th a t I got u n 
expectedly into it, and th a t I hope it will serve as a h a n d 
book of reference, on the L an d Question in Gweedore, to
the hundreds of kind friends at home and abroad who are
alm ost daily referring to me for information on the
subject.
In this respect, too, its publication will, I hope, relieve
myself, because from the various duties and occupations
of my life 1 have been utterly unable to correspond so
fully on this and various kindred subjects, as I myself
wished, as the im portance of the m atter deserved and
my respect for my friends demanded. The pam phlet is
by no m eans full or exhaustive. It would take a book of
a thousand pages to contain all th a t occurred even within
my own day in this agrarian struggle. I hope th a t what
I have w ritten will put the condition of things in this ■
region in tru er light before the public ; and th at it will
contribute even a little towards the final solution of the
Irish difficulty.
JAMES M 'FADDEN,
G w eed o re.

September 20, 1889.

GWEEDORE.
H E area of Gweedore is about 44,000 acre?, or 08 square

miles.
About 24,000 acres of this area is held in Fee by the
landlords, so th a t the area in the actual occupation of the tenants
is about 20,000 acres.
Being only a portion of a parish (Tullaghobegley) there are
no distinct and separate official records or statistics from which
one may collect facts about the district.
I t is known in
ecclesiastical language as Tullaghobegley W est, but it is popularly
known as Gweedore. I t is nearly conterminous with the Petty
Sessions D istrict of Bunbeg, regarding which official information
is obtainable in the Census Returns, but there are considerable
differences, which make the returns regarding Bunbeg Petty
Sessions D istrict unreliable for accurate information about
Gweedore. E xcluding Government servants—police, and coast
guards, and some ex-police—and a few Protestant families
imported into the place by Lord G eo e g e H i l l — the
PO PU L A T IO N IS E N T IR E L Y CATHOLIC,
and numbers 960 families almost exactly. The average number
in family exceeds 5£, so th a t the population may be placed
accurately at about 5,000,
A

4
T he gross valuation of the district is £ 1 ,0 9 8 ; but this
includes landlord and G overnment buildings and lands in
occupation, or held in fee by landlords. These items represent
£ 4 1 5 of the valuation, so th a t the gross valuation of the lands
and prem ises or buildings in occupation of tenants is £ 1 , 2 8 3 .
T aking from th is £ 3 3 3 4s Od the valuation of buildings occupied
by tenants, one gets £ 9 4 9 16s Od as the G overnm ent valuation
of the lands in occupation of tenants, m aking the value of the
portion for each fam ily less th an £ 1 ! or hardly three-andsixpence per head !
T H E A V E R A G E V A L U A T IO N O F AN A CRE
of land in Gweedore is only Seven-pence. The average valuation
of an acre of Gweedore land it its prairie - or n atu ral state— the

state in which it was handed over by landlord to the
tenant or the tenant’s predecessor in title—is only Three
half-pennies !
The average size of holding in occupation of tenants would
be about 20 acres, about the fifth of which is arable ; and the
average valuation of the acre of these holdings is som ething less
th a n One Shilling—hence one acre of the rich lands of Meath
is w orth 40 acres of the land cultivated by the Gweedore tenant ;
and the cultivation of the Gweedore holding, if done by hired
labour, would be 4,000 tim es as expensive as the cultivation
of the one acre in Meath.
THE

LA N D

IS

OF A

M O ST

IM P R O D U C T IV E

B A R R EN - AND
K IN D .

I t is wet, spongy bog, lying on granite. I t requires such
an extraordinary allowance of manure th a t it seems to have no
fertilising properties in itself, and to be only a medium for
developing the fertilising properties of m anure.
A man frequently m anures the land three times in the year
for a potatoe crop, and after all th a t he needs to stim ulate the
growth of an oat crop in following season by an additional coating
of manure. The work of cultivation is

ALL

HAND

LABOUR.

The land is turned over with the spade ; it is broken and harrowed
with an iron rake worked by the hand ; and the manure is m oat
generally carried to the land on the backs of the people.
M anure is an essential element of cultivation. H ence the
untoward labour by land and sea undergone by the people to
provide manure. Hence too, the comparatively small area under
crop, because it is useless to crop the land w ithout an abundant
supply of manure, and where the stock is small and the fodder
alm ost nil there cannot be th a t abundant supply. In fact the
land is not entirely an agricultural land ; it is
R A T H E R A PA STO RAL D IS T R IC T ,
and on its pastoral products in the past the people depended
chiefly.' In the good pre-landlord days its people used and
developed its pastoral and agricultural qualities, and lived, if not
in comfort, in peace and contentment. They used and enjoyed,
without let or hindrance
E V E R Y FOOT A N D IN C H OF T H E 44,000 ACRES.
The district was not even then w ithout landlords, but the
landlords of th at day were a humane, sym pathetic and good
hearted class.
The rents were small as compared with the fabulous figures
to which they were raised by the
R A C K R E N T IN G H ORDE OF LAND SPECU LA TO RS
th at succeeded them. And the landlords of th at day would take
a sheep in lieu of the rent, or work on a public road, and they
never resorted to any harrying methods, if the tenants were not
able to pay.
About 40 years ago the inhabitants of Gweedore occupied
and used the 41,000 acres th at make up the area of Gweedore,
and the rent payable for same was about £650. B ut a new class
of landlords had replaced the old and they adopted
FELONOUS M ETH O D S OF P R O PE R T Y MANAGEM ENT
hitherto unknown to the unsophisticated peasants of Gweedore.
The late Lord G e o rg e H i l l was the pioneer of this class.
However else they may have differed, they seem to have
conspired to adopt identically similar methods ot' tyranny and
oppression against this tenants. Their first act was one of
spoliation and appropiation by which they seized for themselves
nearly 24,000 acres of the area of Gweedore ; aiid they restricted
to the tenants to the occupation of 2<>,00U acres, and they pushed
up the rent of £ 6 GO to about £ 1,0 0 0 on th e 2^,000 acres !

(5

T H IS R U IN O U S C H A N G E F O R T H E T E N A N T S
entailed upon m ost of them — all of them on the H i l l estate— the
expensive necessity of altering their houses, or pulling down the
old hom esteads and building up new houses in a different place.
T he rundale system, w hich had previously prevailed was per force
broken, and the dilusion of “ squarihg’’ the holdings substituted
instead. F or th is wholesale spoliation the landlords did not give
a farthing of compensation ; for the rem oval and change of dwel
lings or building up new houses, necessitated by landlord arb itra
riness, the landlords did not pay a penny. T hey duly stim ulated
th e superhum an efforts of the poor tenants by almost
T R E B L IN G T H E R E N T S
previously payable for the whole on the miserable rem nant still
perm itted to remain in the occupation of the tenants. T he story
of the misery and terrorism th a t followed on the wake of these
acts of aggression on the p art of the landlords, it is not intended to
include in this short sum m ary. I t is well told in the blue-book
of m inutes of evidence before a
P A R L IA M E N T A R Y IN Q U IR Y
into alleged distress in Gweedore and Cloughaneely in the H ouse
o f Commons in the sum m er of 1858. Then, as now, the law was
on the side of the oppressor and against the people ; and the land
lords of th a t day backed up by the forces of the Crown crushed the
)oor people of Gweedore, and obliged the district already almost
)led to death by the landlords to bleed still fu rth er to the tune of

1

£3,000 O F P O L IC E T A X E S A N D S H E E P T A X E S
to rivet firmly and finally the chain of landlord slavery around
their necks. In sulliness and silence they suffered on, the unw il
ling victims of a tyrannous power. T hey made the rents and
m aintained th eir existence n o t out of the land.
THE

RENT

W A S P A ID W IT H T H E A M ERICA N
DOLLAR,
the A ustralian Sovereign, and the Scotch note, and the
E A R N IN G S OF T H E POOR C H IL D R E N ,
some of years as tender as eight, who hired themselves away like
white slaves to the service of the farmer in bordering counties, or
nearer home. From these same sources, too, came the money to
pay the price of the Indian meal, furnished from time to time, by
the meal m erchant, oil the credit system, to keep soul and body
together. T hus they forged ahead year after year wearing their
livres away with the landlord leech ever bucking their vital veins.
A t last,

1

AS A B L E SSIN G FROM H EA V EN ,
there arose the Land League agitation ; their pent-up feelings
find expression ; and, like the worm, they turn upon the oppressor,
and stand defiantly at bay.
Y EA RS OF D IST R E SS
come in to strengthen their hands. The landlords will not
recognise distress ; they will not contribute to its alleviation ;
b ut they will insist, good crop, bad crop, or no crop—starve the
people or die—th a t they will get th eir rents. The power of the
landlord is broken before a united people, and the people will
no longer starve, or live on charity, and pay the landlord.
W ithin the last 10 years
OVER

£8,000 W E R E E X P E N D E D
C H A R IT A B L E SOURCES

OUT OF

for the maintenence of the people of G-weedore. And through all
th a t time the landlords did not contribute anything to their aid,
nor did they willingly abate a penny of their rents.
As a m atter of fact a considerable amount of money
contributed in charity
FO U N D

IN TO T H E LA N D LO R D S’
PO C K ET.
I t should, however, be noted, th a t the money had been specially
contributed to m aintain the roof tree over families doomed to
eviction or already cast out upon the world. Captain H i l l ,
O l p h e r t , Mrs. S t e w a r t and Mr. N ixon received charity money
under those circumstances ; as also Mr. J o u le , Meencladdy, and
Mr. K ey , Crolly. T hrough all this time the landlords, who not
only dominate the Uniou Board of Guardians, but, generally form
the Board through themselves or their nominees, as Guardians of
the Poor, persistently refused to extend any relief to the distressed.
Gweedore, however, is
NOT

IT S W AY

R E P R E S E N T E D AT T H E
G U A RD IA N S

BOARD

OF

out of the 960 Catholic families in Gweedore,
ONLY SIX A R E V A LU ED ABOVE £ 4 ,
and are qualified to vote for a Poor Law Guardian. Not a single
one of those 960 families was qualified to vote for a Member of
Parliam ent before the recent Franchise Act. The landlords not
only did not exercise themselves to help the people to tide over
the distressful years, but they plied

8

THE

LEVER

OF

EVICTIONS

wifcli all th eir m ight to force the people to pay im possible
rack-rents a t the very tim e th a t the people were living on public
charity, and the crops in the ground were the grow th of ch arity
seed.
T H E L A N D AOT O F 1881
had been passed and become law for some years before the people
were able, owing to the distressful times, to take advantage of it
to check the ravages of the landlords. Indeed, had it been
necessary for the people them selves to put th e m achinery of the
L and C ourt in m otion, it would never have been done, owing to
th e ir poverty. B ut
F A T H E R M ‘FA D D E N U N D E R T O O K T H E W O R K ,
and the responsibility for them ; and tow ards the end of 1883, he
p u t over 400 cases into the L and Court out of the several estates.
In the M arch of th e following year th e first session of L and
Sub-Com m ission C o u rt was held in Bunbeg. M r. B o u r k e , th e
p resen t R .M . of the Gweedore d istrict, w as the legal m em ber and
C hairm an of the Sub-Com m ission, M r. M ahony (now M .P.) and
M r. G ray were th e non-legal m em bers.
H aving h e ard the cases— 8 L in n u m b ër, off th e H i l l estate,
and Messrs. M a h o n y an d G r a y only having inspected the
holdings, judgem ent was given on 2 7 th M arch, ’84, and

AN A V E R A G E R E D U C T IO N O F 38 P E R CENT.
was granted !
The landlord prom ptly appealed all the cases, and a cry was
got up against the Sub-Commission by the landlord party. The
cry succeeded ; the Sub-Commission wras broken up. Mr. G ra y
was sent down to Cork and a strongly landlord partisan, a Mr.
S p r o u l e , was sent to take his place, and to fight the landlord
cause in Gweedore and Clohaneely. Mr. B u r k e , himself a
landlord or land agent or both, was also added to the party,
viewing the farms.
M r. M ahony, a fair and honest commissioner, disposed to
give fair play to the tenant, was overborne by
T H E LANDLORD ELEM EN T,
and in the subsequent cases from the H i l l estate only 25 per
cent, of a reduction was granted. Even in these cases the
landlord appealed the most of them. I t should be remembered
th at the appeal was a sort of weapon to frighten 'the tenants from
going into court, on account of the costs that m ust be incurred,

9

THE C H IE F LAND COM M ISSION,
in deference to a memorial from the tenants of Gweedore setting
forth their inability to attend at D erry, or the County town”
Lifford, on account of want of means, fixed a Special Sitting for
the appeals at Bunbeg, in July, ’85. The result of the hearing
of the first batch of appeals was to
C O N FIR M T H E R E N T S
fixed by the Sub-Commission a t 38 per cent, of reduction.
Thereupon the landlord party withdrew all the rem aining appeals.
The following schedule sets forth how L and Courts have
worked in Gweedore. About 30 cases on O lp i i e r t estate in
Gweedore was not in Court, and no redaction was voluntarily
granted by landlords.
Over 500 cases on the H i l l estate were not m Court b ut
U N D E R T H E P R E S S U R E OF A G IT A T IO N
a reduction of 30 per cent, in these cases was granted with several
other valuable concessions.
On the N ixon and S t e w a r t properties in Gweedore, several
tenants were not able to take advantage of Land Act. The
N ixon tenants were induced to take a reduction of 12^ to 15 per
cent, out of Court. The S t e w a r t tenants were not allowed
anything.

•*03
*55
.5

ac3 *-d§

-tJ
cc uI ©
11— r* d W
CO
c* T3 uo op
._ i <d
s- fcfl
T3 i-i <D
cS
"3 - J t> „3
3
g § o :Ü
&*w
G C
D o£
O
Qj
p
rP ^ rP>
09
c3 ií5
geo P ^

cO T3
J2

a °

O1
*"*
p 03

^ -S S

«3
P
O

. .

' r-J ^ ^
P d) ü
O s-i

-4-J

c3

*

>

= -§ a
O

" a-

CD

«2
-O

•i
g
s-T
s

o

o

-U3

fl

© §
W).2

#v
r\

rv
•N

rv

•s

•-4-3
2 ,-P
*

e*

»\
IS

f\

6

c3 ■£
V P
t> 'Tj

rv

C3

fx

r»
Hw
CQ
CO

©

PÍ
QQ

F—<

08

?

00
co

vO
fM

o
CO

o
Gvl

CO
04

1»
CO

O
CO

.

S' -P®f>•

fQ

a®
CO

00

* s g

o

r^cdi oaa n^O
áÉ b8

© ►>

CO

o

«“H

o

o

o

o

CO

o

05
rH

<N

o

o

CO

CO
CM

CO

o

o

CO

o

po—
<

o

CO
OÍ

pH

r-H

rH
rH

0

<1

97

OS

r—1

95

£

p

rH

l | o

21

m

CM

r§

54

0

câ
O
• H
h3
• i-H

•p

-u
P

■3

p
£* ° - J
Xi
-J3 -g
^ ÜJ o

CO

CO

CO

P

01

■+3
P
05
P3

TP

GO

o

Ol

t-H
rH

rH
rH

00
co

rH

CO

rH

CG
<U
aj
<3
O
«w
O
o
£

T3
J-i
JD
^3

9

142

1

r—
)

o

o
65

o

* 3

329

2

d.

>"0

«w
O
T3

00

CO

00

iO
T*

CD

o

CO
<N

CO

P

©
o
a

P §?
S3
&
O

O

EH §

4J
%-i

I
I
&

a

w
a

I
&
ü

fl

o
• gr-<

É3
u*

a

-w
jh
<D

*

©

3

'B

'S-

a

»

GO
CQ

&■
M

o
►"5

ù

a

v«

©

I

*

p

2

a P-j

p
V*

p

■8
«
rt
H

á

11
Previous to the re-construction of the Court of SubCommission, in deference to the landlord cry, there was some
confidence in the Land Court Tribunal. U ndoubtedly there were
then some really good honest men amongst the Sub-Commissioners
who had the respect and confidence of the public. B ut after the
change of ^ the Sub-Commission
h e r e / the people lost all
confidence in the Court, and the results fully w arranted their
distrust, In fact the experience gained by them tau g h t the
people th a t their best chance for justice and fair play° lay in
constitutional agitation.
T H E LA N D COURTS R E A L L Y , D U L Y L E G A L IS E D
PLU N D ER
and oppression, because they sanctioned and ratified rents on the
holdings in the condition in which the Sub-Commissioners found
them at inspection, and th a t was fastening, under the sanction of
law, rent upon the poor tenants’ improvements. Thus, for
instance, on the Olphert estate the old rent of Jam es M ‘Gèever
which was 22 /-, was fixed in court at 11 /- or 50 per cent, less
than old rent, yet 11 /- on Jam es M ‘Geever’s plot means
ONE THO USA ND P E R C EN T. OF A RACK R EN T,
because the area handed over by landlord to Jam es M‘Geever
30 years before, was a little over 6 acres of bog, and " the
Government "Valuation of th at quantity of bog, according to Sir
R ichard Griffith, was about
ONE

P E N N Y -H A L F -P E N N Y

PER

ACRE.

Therefore a liberal rent upon the holding applotted to M'Geever
would be, at th a t time, one shilling.
W hat did the landlord do, meantime, to claim a higher rent
now ?
T H E LA N D LO RD D ID SIM PLY N O TH IN G I
He did not expend a farthing
building.

in money or in labour or in

Poor M'Geever paid 2*100 per cent, ofa rack rent for thirty
years ! And by the legal machinery of the day his successors
shall have to pay 1*000 per cent, of a rack rent, possibly forever !
E IG H T E S T A T E S IN G W EED O R E.
There are E ig h t Estates, or portions of E states, in Gweedore.
Captain Hill is the largest land owner in the parish. Ho owns
about 24,000 acres, out of the entire area of 44,000 acres. The
following record gives approximately, indeed, accurately,* so far
as I have been able to make out the names of the owners the
areas, valuations, and changes, in rent, etc. ;—•

is

H IL L ESTATE.

.

A

i

1. Captain Hill's Estate.
( a .) Area— 24,189 acres.
(b,') Gross V aluation—£ l , l o 9 2b.
(c .) A rea held in Fee by Landlord, including w ater, 13,586
acres.
(d .) V aluation of land held in Fee by landlord, and landlord buildings— £304 6 s.
(e.) Area in occupation of tenants, about 20,0 0 0 acres.
(/.) G ross V aluation of land and buildings in occupation of
tenants, £ 8 5 4 16s.
(<j.) V aluation of tenants’ buildings, £246 7s.
(h .) V aluation of land in occupation of tenants, £ 6 0 8 9s.
{i.) N um ber of tenancies on the H ill E state up to 1888>
about 800.
N um ber of tenancies now (September, 1889), by reason of
existing sub-tenants being recognised tenants under
settlem ent of 1887, 920.
( j .) N um ber of families on H ill E state, 600.
(It ) Gross re n t of estate when ii eame into hands of Lord
George H ill, £ 4 9 9 10s.
Cl.) F igure to w hich Gross re n t raised by Lord George
H ill, £1,692.
(m .) Portion of this Gross ren t, purely agricultural, and
paid by native tenants up to 1882, £ 1, 1 0 0 .
( n .) Present agricultural rental, (old rent being « d n o e tfto
this figure by the Judgm ent of the Land Court 111 lbo4,
and by the influence of agitation in 1887,) £800.
Lord George Hill purchased nearly all his Gweedore pro
perty about 1838. I t is not my intention now to go very much
in to detail, b u t to grasp thoroughly the condition o f thm s
created by L ord George H ill, one m ust first bear m mmd that,
in the purchases m ade by him, lie only bought the 1 suPP?*®d
o r alleged in te rest of the outgoing landlord or landlords. IS ow,
the outgoing landlords from whom L ord George Hill puiohased,
had no° rig h t of occupancy in the district.

13
T H E T EN A N T S O CC U PIED A L L T H E LAN D, AND
U S E D A L L T H E LAND.
Lord George H ill on his advent to the place set about appro
priating to him self more than the h a lf of the entire estate—
over 12 000 acres. He himself adm itted this in his evidence
before the Committee of the House of Commons in 1858 H e
not only appropriated to himself, w ithout compensation, half the
e sta te ; but, m carrying out a scheme of ‘‘ s q u a rin g ’ the
holdings, he obliged the tenants to cast lots for the new holdings
created under the “ squaring” process, and to change their
place ot abode from where they lived to whatever holding their
lot tell. .In making this change, and in building new houses,
tney got
,
NO H E L P FRO M T H E LA N D LO R D .
£1(] for each house, and placing the num ber of families
at 600, the change would mean a loss of £ 6,000 to the tenants
£ 1 0 is only a very low estim ate of the cost of building even
the most lowly cabin in the place. Then, allowing th a t the
value of the area of over 12,000 acres taken by the landlord
was equal to th a t of the 20,000 acres left in the hands of the
tenants ; and, it was, so far as the landlord’s claim was con
cerned ; because the enhanced value of what was left in the
lianas oi tenants, was
C R EA TED BY T H E T EN A N T S T H E M SE L V E S,
or their predecessors in title, the existing rent at th at time
ot £ 4 /2 should have been reduced by one-half, or made £ 2 3 6 .
The landlord in equity and justice should have compensated
the tenants to the am ount of 20 years purchase at least for their
interest in the half of the estate th at he appropriated, and should
have reduced the rent oil the half left in their occupation by one
halt. The compensation to the tenants for the half appropriated
at -<>0 years purchase would come to about £5,000. The loss to
the tenants, even at this point, would be £11,000. B ut the rent
of the half of the estate was raised to over £ 1,0 0 0 . The old rent
for the W H O LE estate was only £472 ; and to p ut over £1,000
upon T H E H A LF OF IT was surely
R A C K -R EN T IN G

W IT H A V E N G E A N C E !

B ut to make m atters worse the place was crowded with police in
those days to carry out this

14
U N T O W A R D C H A N G E BY F O R C E O F ARMS.
T here were seven barracks— one at Dunlewey ; one at Thoi r ;
one at Gweedore H o tel; one at Bunbeg ; one at Middletown^
one a t Glassagli, and one a t Innishirrer. T heir duty was “driving
for re n t, “ d riv in g ” for taxes— police tax and slieep tax ! lh e y
h arried the people and crushed and defeated them . T he district,
including a sm all portion of Clohaneely, paid w ithin one year
over £ 3 ,0 0 0 in police tax and slieep tax.
T H IS

SH EEP

W A R W A S R A G IN G
1857 A N D 1858.

ABO UT

I t a r o s e o u t of the opposition given by the natives to the
introduction of Scotch Shepherds and Scotch Sheep farm ing on
the m ountains, forcibly taken from th e people.

« M IG H T C O N Q U E R E D R IG H T .”
T here was a syndicate of landlords, so to speak, leagued
together to subjugate the people ; H ill, O lphert, Nixon, etc.
B u t L ord George Hill was the Sm ith-B arry of the party
He
was th eir leader. B u t they were all engaged in carrying out the
sam e project and in the same w a y - 0 phert m Clohaneely and
L o rd George H ill and a num ber of smaller landlords in Gweedoie.
In 1862 L ord George purchased the last portion of the
«resent H ill property. T he re n t of it at the tim e of purchase,
I learn from the estate bailiff and from the tenants, was £ 2 7 10s.
T he purchase included Knockastolar and Meencorwiek
In a very
short tim e— almost the year after— this ren t of £ - 7 10 s was
raised by L ord George H ill to about £ 8 9 .
A ddins the rent of this m ore recent purchase to the ren t of
th e purchase of ’38 the gross ren t of the H ill estate at purchase
would be £ 4 9 9 10 s, and adding the increased rent o f the recent
purchase to the increased rent of the form er purchases one gets
T H E G R E Y IO U S R A C K -R EN T OF £1,100
or more ; and m ark ! upon th e h a lf of th e e s t a t e which
h a d been previously held and occupied for £ 4 9 9 10s
Jt may
be said th a t L ord George H ill expended money on
estJ eAye ! b u t it was for his own aggrandisem ent and not
benefit or im provem ent of the tenants.
Yes ' I should say th a t it was proved in the Court of Land
Commission in Bunbeg, in 1884, th a t Lord George H ill expended
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£ 6 0 0 ON “ SQ U A RIN G ” T H E H O LD IN G S,
and it was contended th a t the “ squaring1’ was an improvement
tor the tenants ! ! G ranting th at he should get some beneficial
result from the expenditure of £ 0 0 0 , it would entitle him to p ut
on an increase of only £ 2 1 at most !
Lord George H ill m anaged to get six Coast-Guard Houses
erected, and a V\ atcli-house and Boat-house, and a P etty Sessions
Court (the main lever for working the rent machine), a
Dispensary house, a Medical D octor’s house, an additional Policero lic e B arrack, a P ound
FO R IM PO U N D IN G T E N A N T S ’ S H E E P AND
D IS T R A IN E D C A TTLE,
some few comfortable residences for colonists settled by him in the
district, mills and kilns, and stores and dwelling houses attached.
B ut those buildings and the Bunbeg fishery bring the family a
steady income of about £ 6 0 0 a-year in the shape of rent.
H e also built the Gweedore Hotel, which has had such an
extraordinary ru n of custom for the past few years. I t was
on those
SC H EM ES AND SPE C U L A T IO N S FOR MAKING
MONEY
th a t Lord George Hill expended his income, but on the tenants’
Holdings he expended no money.
By the operation of the Land Act of 1881, the tenants
acquired a legal right to grazing on 9,000 acres of the moun
tain taken from them in 1854.
HOW T H E R EN TS W E R E IN C R EA SED .
The rents were increased by the simple process of m ul
tiplying by two or three, or other figure, as the case might be •
by putting on 10 s or £ 1 additional on changing the name of a'
tenant, or recognising a case of sub-division, and by cuttinoout new farm s on the head lands, valleys or m ountain sides’
belonging to the townlands near them by
9
EV ERY T IT L E OF U SE AND OCCUPATION,
and the actual consent and recognition of the previous landlord
Lord George H ill carved as many as about 130 new farm s out
o lho-se commage rights of the tenants, and was drawing an
annual income of about £180 from same. By various influences
the present agricultural rent is made about £800. B ut it is
still nearly 50 per cent, above the old rent before Lord Georee
Hill became owner ; and, certainly, still 50 per cent, above
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W H A T IS IN E Q U IT Y D U E TO T H E L A N D L O R D ,
having regard to th e real value of liis interest in the holdings.
T he struggle on this estate commenced after the death of Lord
George H ill in ’79, and continued w ith varying fortunes through
eig h t years. C ertainly no m ethod was left untried on the
landlord side to extract the im possible rents. In the autum n of
’86 ,
C O L O N E L D O P P IN G
was chosen agent, I really believe, ad terrorem. Colonel D opping
p u t on all possible pressure, b u t he entirely failed to squeeze the
ren t out of em pty pockets.
H e threatened eviction : he threatened pulling down houses,
etc. B u t all to no purpose. I really think th a t he did not for 14
m onths of h ard labour take in 50 agricultural rents out of 800.
Finally after
E V IC T IO N S AND T U M B L IN G OF SOME H O U SE S
in October, 1887, a settlem ent was arrived at between the repre
sentatives of the landlord and myself, w ithout the presence or
interference of Colonel Dopping. One of the conditions insisted
upon on the side of the tenant, and the first in order of importance,
though not expressed on the face of the D raft A greem ent, was th a t
T H E G A LLA N T C O L O N E L W O U LD

be

D IS C O N T IN U E D

in the agency. H e was relieved of the duties of the agency some
tim e later on. The following selected newspaper reports will give
a fair idea of how the struggle was waged towards the end.
Nearly 120 of the tenants have not been able yet to pay the
am ounts placed upon them under the settlement of November,
1887.
I T P U T A G R E A T ST R A IN U PO N T H E R ESO U R C E S
OF TH E TENANTS
to meet this settlem ent after

the distressful year of 1886 , and
prices were almost down at bottom in '87. T he settlement cleared
accounts down to 1st November, 87. L ittle, it any rent has been
paid to the landlord since, for the causes above stated, and
because of the exceptionally bad crop of ’83, which brought
considerable distress to Gweedore in the present year. A very
substantial p art of the
CRO P W AS P L A N T E D T H IS Y E A R

by

C H A R IT Y S E E D !

Derry Journal— 13th December, 1886.

LANDLORDISM IN DONEGAL
T H E GWfiEDORE TENANTRY.
Stricking Scene between Father M'Fctdden and Colonel Dopuina
T H E PL A N OF CAM PAIG N A D O PT E D
D u n f a n a g h y , F r i d a y . — Colonel Dopping, the newlyappomted agent over the H ill property in Gweedore, attended at
Bunbeg to-day for the collection of rents. The tenants, headed
by the parish priest and curate, attended in a body. The agent
insisted before he would hear F ather M T adden on reminding the
tenants th at they could not be allowed to remain in possession of
their holdings w ithout paying rent, and th at if they failed to pay
pi oceedmgs should be taken. He called upon all who had the
C°mf0
7
and pay’ and save themselves and others
^ Æ
r ^ 0 f +C0 Stf- í íe had come
them as the
h len d of the tenants— (laughter)— and he would be sorry to be
obliged to take proceedings, but he would not be deterred by any
power or p e rso n -e v e n the king of the Realm or the G overned
Geneial ot the country— from doing his duty.
F ath er M‘Fadden was glad to hear from Colonel Dopping
th at lie came amongst them as the friend of the tenants, and lie
hoped th at the Colonel would prove his sincerity in sayino- so by
dealing w ith the tenants in a friendly and conciliatory spirit
and offering them such abatements as were adapted to their
poverty and the depression of the time. F ather M 'Fadden argued
t íat the depression could not be denied. I t was proved from
statistics that the prices from which the judicial rents were fixed
wo years ago had fallen at least 20 per cent. Sir Jam es Caird
comended th at the rents in such a place as this had entirely
disappeared, and were not recoverable by any power. The Land
Commission refused to sanction a loan for the purchase of the Tatf'e
property in the W est of Ireland, and of other properties, on the
giound th a t the rent was not payable out of the land, but by
earnmgg and wages.
This is pre-eminently the case of Gweedore.
The depiessiou was adm itted by the m ajority of landlords’
throughout Ireland, and near to our own doors. On the adjoining
grant s i peTcent ^ &
^ ^
had beS11 directed
, T^ lle ^arqui» of Conyngham, on the neighbouring property of
the Rosses, was allowing 20 per cent, and several other landlords
in Donegal were acting even more liberally, and should Gweedore
be denied every reduetiou-G w eedore th at was the most rack
rented estate not only in Donegal, but in all Ireland— the Land
nnHoL f i
u
7 allowiuS tlle greatest reductions that I
noticed to have been given anywhere throughout Ireland exeeut
on the property of the Irish Church Mission Society,’ on the
Island oi A dull, F ather M 'Faddeu felt convinced in h i/h e a rt that
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fhP dem and for 6 s 8d in th e £1 on rents now due was m oderate
hppause h e w as satisfied th a t not even th e sm allest re n t was
m v ab le o ut of th e land. T hose ten an ts from w hom th e Colonel
w as now dem anding full ren ts h a d been stru g g lin g for existence
for th e p a st six y ears by th e aid of c h a rity in one shape or other
a n d m u ch of the crops of th is year out of w hich he expected re n t
h a d grow n from c h a rity seed. H e (F a th e r M 'F adden) h a d d is
trib u te d as m uch as 170 to n s of seed potatoes alone, not to talk of
oats la st sp ring. H e therefore, felt ju stified in p u ttin g before him
th e application of th e ten an ts for a reduction of 6s 8d in t h o £ l o n
re n ts now due to those who could scrape to g eth er a year s re n t or
less and tim e and forbearance for a ll who could not.
Colonel D opping said th a t h e had no alternative b u t to press
w hen th ere w as a com bination to pay no ren t. ( “ No, no ; only a
k H ereu p o n F a th e r M ‘F a d d en stood up and said th a t he would
set th e Colonel’s m ind a t re st on th a t head— th a t th ere was a
com bination to exact a reasonable reduction, and th a t he was the
h ead of it. T h ey had fixed upon 6s 8d m th e £ 1 , y e th e (F a th e r
S a d d e n ) did not tie h im self to th a t figure if he saw th e slig h test
disposition for m ediation and conciliation, b u t Colouel D opping
definitely asserted th a t no pow er would cause lum to swerve ,rom
h is course, b u t let him bear in m ind th a t he was now iace to face
S h a people resolute as d e a th , and fearless from desparation
Colonel D opping h e re took up the re n t roll, and inq u ired about
p a rtic u la r cases. H e asked w hy M arg aret D oogm could not pay
h '" T a Ï e î Ï S ™
l í i t e d th a t h e p lan ted h e r holding last
y e a r w ith ch arity seed, a n d th a t the w om an was only a caretak ei,

beingc X n l f D o p p b g - W e l l , Mr. M 'Fadden, I sec you down here
f°r a F a t h e r k M ‘F a m e n —I ° am the occupier of several

sm all

h0ldl f f
W
^ e charities of the
poor people, b u t not o u t of th e produce of the land, and I îefuse
to pav on th a t principle w ithout a reduction.
Colonel D opping evaded th e question as to w h eth er
ad m itted th ere was a depression w arran tin g the reduction aske .
F a th e r M ' F a d d e n said it would save tim e and shorten the
discussion if the Colonel would say a t once if h e would g ran t
a generous reduction.
Colonel D opping Is o.
F a th e r M ‘F adden— Very well ; we lea-\e.
T he tenants, who had filled the Courthouse and thronged
in a la rg e crow d a t the door, hereupon left in a body gro an in g
vociferously for Colonel l-)opping.
f h e F lan of Campaign has been already adopted,
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[D en y Journal— 14th September, 1887.]
H O U SE L E V E L L IN G IN G W EE D O R E.
To the Editor o f the Derry Journal.
S ir — The gallant Colonel who has undertaken the unenvi
able task of managing the H ill property in Uweedore comes
again on the scene after four months retirem ent in his usual
character. Viewing the courage of this soldier in the light o f
experience, his threats may be regarded as empty banter and
nothing more. At the safe distance of forty miles from the
scene of action he tries to excite great alarm "amongst the land
lord ridden ]>easantry of Gweedore : b ut those liardy wights
laugh at him at long range, and despise him at. close quarters.
He may, by the aid of his W inchester repeater and a Coercion
Government, hope to make gold from granite, but it takes
little fore-knowledge to prophesy th at the effort will fail him.
In this age of conferences he m ight perhaps, with wisdom,
bethink him self of arbitration as a good way of floating him
off* the bank on which he has driven. The term s offered him
nearly a twelve m onth ago are still available, and there still
remains the alternative of the Campaign. The enclosed post
card is a sample of several to the same effect—Yours truly,

JAMES M‘FADDEN, P.P.
Ü weed ore. 12th September, 1887.
“ G lencanick, F ah an , Sept. 6th, 1887.
“ If T go to Oweedore and obtain warrants for possession
of the house now occupied by you as caretaker, I shall most
certainly have the house knocked down ; so if you wish to l)e
restored as tenant you had better at once pay up all due and
costs to me.

“ J. H. DOPPING.”
[Derry Journal—September 23, 188?.]
COLONEL D O PPIN G AND T H E PEA SA N TR Y
OF DONEGAL.
S T IR R IN G

SC EN ES IN

( special

GW EEDO RE.

teleg ra m .)

G w e rd o re , T u e sd ay N i g h t . —To-day Colonel Dopping and
an emergency bailiff of the name of M‘Elwaine, with 90 police in
charge of Mr. Ulick Burke, R.M., and commanded by CountvInspeetor Lennon and D istrict Inspector Stevenson, were

c
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engaged serving summonses for the P etty Sessions, a t Bunbeg
n ex t M onday on parties on the H ill estate who are in
possession as caretakers or trespassers, and who have
all refused to give up such possession. ^ T he people, not
know ing the exact object of this unexpected invasion, took very
little notice of the proceedings, and only a few women and
children from the im m ediate scene of operations honoured the
occasion w ith their presence. Colonel Dopping was in a high
condition of “ law,” fuss, and officiousness, and he was serving
out “ law ” a t every one th a t cr ossed his path all day. A fter a
considerable am ount of m arching and m anœ uvering they
succeeded in serving about twelve summonses. Bailiff D iver was
the pointsm an to show the houses. A t an early stage ot the
proceedings F a th e r M'Nelis, who was in attendance, entered one
of the houses in which Colonel Dopping and the bailiff were
delivering a summons, and to the astonishm ent of the rev.
gentlem an and every one else the Colonel told the rev. gentleman
THAT

IIE

WAS A

TRESPA SSER,

and th a t he should leave, and th a t the premises were Capt. H ill’s.
F a th e r M ‘N elis w ith coolness inquired w hether he was breaking
any law, and the Colonel replied somewhat grandly th at he was.
Thence the Colonel did all the speaking, and the rev. gentle
man treated him w ith silence, contempt, and disregard. A fter
th is episode, which took place at Dore, the force m arched for
ward to K nockastolar. A pproaching an elevation of the road at
this point, a stone, hurled by some unseen hand, was seen to
rise up high into the air, and poise, so to speak, over the front
ot* the procession in which moved Colonel Dopping, the bailiff,
D iver, and the emergency summons-server, M 'Elw aine, and
suddenly come down as it were w ith a swoop on the head of
the unfortunate bailiff.
H is h a t was knocked off, and the
w eight of the missile took effect on his bald head, and imme
diately his face was covered w ith blood.
The Special Resi
dent M agistrate, and all the force, got into great excitement
over this.
T H E R IO T ACT WAS R E A D
and the police were going a t the double to charge about a dozen
m en th a t were listlessly lounging on a stone fence, and would
have driven against the granite boulders as a moving arm y, did
not F a th e r M ‘Nelis successfully recall them all to th eir senses,
and point out th a t there were 110 people in it. Colonel Dopping
was sustaining his faithful servant, Diver, by the arm band all
moved on again. When th e reached the house of Neil O’Donnel,
Avho is still absent reaping the English or Scotch harvest, the
C o l o n e l turned pompously in to serve a summons, with the bailiff
and Emergencyman at his heels, and the police in the rear.
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When the Colonel darkened the doorway, O’Donnell’s wife who
was the only person in the house, discharged a basin of hot water
full in his face. He retreated precipitately, and the bailiffs
retreated too, and the woman alone held the place. T he royal
police got rapidly into position to storm the solitary woman, and
marched down upon the door.
F A T H E R M 'N E L IS P R O M P T L Y IN T E R V E N E D
and asked the police “ Where are you going ; is it to kill th at one
poor woman ?" Ashamed, they fell back, and the good priest
calmed Mrs. O’Donnell from the further attack, and the summons
was served under cover of 90 police. After straggling over y,
considerable tra c t of the country two more summonses were
served before the party returned to the landlord’s hotel where they
are quartered. A fter some •refreshm ents the Colonel moved out
again in another direction, and this time 011 a car, w ith only four
police bringing up the rere. He desired to serve a widow and
another family in the village of Meeuacuing, which is near the
hotel, and like an Island in the m idst of a sea of moor. Even
here the Colonel’s path did not run am idst roses. As he was
entering the village he crossed F ather M‘Fadden, who was driving
home from the direction of Dunlewey.
As soon as F ath er
M‘Faddeusaw the old gentleman he suspected something, and he
dismounted, and returned to watch the actions of the Colonel.
There was hardly one about, the place is so isolated, and the few
in the village were otherwise engaged*
T H E CO LO NEL AND T H E B A IL IF F S
rushed into the house of widow Doohati, and served her with a
summons that, she being caretaker, did refuse to give up posses
sion. They then proceeded to the house of the late widow
Doogan. They door was closed, but the Colonel soon made his
way in, followed by the bailiffs. By this time the small protection
party of police had come forward.
The summons is, in
this case, for trespass.
There was a consultation inside,
and it looked as if they were going to clear the house. At this
stage Father M‘Faden stepped into the hov; 1, and took up a
position to the rear of the building. This caused a disappointment
aud the Colonel took courage to tell
F A T H E R M‘FAD D EN T H A T H E W AS A
TRESPASSER
and called upon him to leave the house.
Father M‘Fadden
replied th at h * had never m et before in his life such arrant
impudence and impertinence, and called upon Colonel Dopping to
show his authority. There was a good deal of strong talk upon both

I
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sides, and eventually the Colonel made in the direction of F ath er
M 'Fadden, and p u t his hands upon him to remove him by force,
Father M‘Fadden thereupon required of the Colonel to withdraw
from his presence, and not place his hands 011 him. or th a t he
“ should reg ret it to the last day of his life.
T H E G A L L A N T C O L O N E L D R E W BACK ,
and rem ained satisfied w ith saying th a t he would sum mons the
rev. gentlem an to the next bench. F a th e r M‘Fadden told him
he m ight take such course as he pleased, b u t th a t all the power
a t liis back could not frighten him away from the path of duty.
T h is closed the day’s proceedings. T he police are quartered at
the hotel, and rem ain in the district as an arm y of occupation,
th e conveyances th a t bro u g h t them into the place on Monday
having all gone back this m orning. J o all appearance there will
be a m onth of hot work in th is unfortunate region. The landlord
has refused the slightest reduction for the past two years, and
t h e r e is 110 appearance of yielding 011 his p a rt.
T he people will
hold out to the b itter end, and few of them can do anything else.
T hey are quite unable to m eet the cruel demand of the landlord.
THE

PLAN ^ OF

C A M PA IG N

was adopted last year, and m any of the tenants funded a year’s
rent, less 6 s 8 d in the £ . T hey will probably be driven to
adopt the same course this year if there will be any of them able
to pay even a Campaign rent. T he action now is against 31
caretakers, and about 35 in possession of their own action, all of
whom were evicted in A ugust ’8 6 . Notices under the new Act
arc being served on 71 more tenants. Orders for possession will
be «ranted probably on Monday in those cases where summonses
were served to-day, aud the evictions will follow not earlier than
seven days afterwards. T he work of serving summonses will be
continued, it is expected, to-morrow.
of 7ô
police, under th e supreme command of Mr. Burke, temporary
li.M . for Donegal, and genera lied by County Inspector Lennon
and D istrict Inspectors Stevenson and W inder, m arched and
counter-m arched over the district
G w eed o r e, W ed n esd a y

P R O T E C T IN G

N i g h t .— To-day a force

C O LO N EL D O PPIN G A N D
B A IL IF F ,

H IS

in demanding possession from six parties who were evicted in
August,
and who have been in possession since as care
takers or otherwise. T here was no incident of interest during
the day, except th a t Colonel Dopping was constantly reminding
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rvery one th a t they were trespassers* or retaining -possession I>y
force, and so ou. It the doors did not yield to his omnipotence,
thero was certainly forcible detainer, and there was constantly
on his track, th a t inconvenient drag on the proceedings, f a th e r
M 'Fadden, who was forever upsetting his little plans and theories,
and interrupting his speeches, and rem inding him occasionally
th a t he himself was a trespasser, th at he had 110 authority to
intrude his presence on one family, at least, which he disturbed
by an unexjiected, as it was an unw arranted visit. All th a t was
done in each case was a
DEM AND O F POSSESSION,
which was ret used in each case with devout imprécations on
the head of Colonel Dopping, and au occasional accompaniment
of boiling water. I suppose there will be a repetition of these
evolutious to-morrow, and henceforward, until the usual demand
is made from the 40 or 50 still unwarned. Then there will follow
the summonses, and thereafter, at the legal interval, the evictions
and the knocking down of the houses, as the Colonel has threa
tened on not less than thirty post cards. In the ordinary course
no evictions can take place before Monday week, or the 3rd of
October, and probably the work which will entail the
"K N O C K IN G DOW N OF SIX T Y H O U SES / 1
will then proceed without delay. T he registered letters containing
notices under the new act, by which seventy one tenants are to be
made only caretakers, arrived in the district to-day. In the
afternoon there was a meeting of the National L eague/D erry beg,
at which the new situation was lucidly explained by F ather
M*Fadden, and the duty of the hour for the people put strongly
before them. F ather M‘NeTis also addressed the meeting.
The following resolutions were proposed by F ather M‘Nelis
and seconded by several of those present. In putting the resolutions
Father M 'Fadden dwelt with emphasis on the m atter' of each
resolution, and the untoward action of the landlords that made the
adoption ot those resolution necessary. They were received with
enthusiastic applause, and passed unanimously.
I hey a r e a s follow s:— lbt. “ T hat having regard to the
laet that it is ou: settled conviction th a t Colonel Dopping has been
sent into Gweedore to terrorise the people and disturb the
district, in the vain hope th at by these methods a peasantry
living from hand to mouth, and depending mainly for subsistence
oil the earnings of themselves and their families at home and
abroad, would be driven to meet the impossible claims of the

landlord, we hereby pledge ourselves to decline to recognise Colonel
Dopping in any capacity, and to refuse to have any dealings w ith
him as regards rents or any other m atters appertaining to the
m anagem ent o f the H ill estate.”
2 nd. “ T h a t in view of the action of the landlord, supported

by a tyrannical T ory Government, and the preparation now going
on to exterm inate a large portion of the people for the non-payment
of rack -ren ts which accrued in exceptionally bad and distresstul
years, we hereby record our solemn purpose not to pay any ren t
until th is persecution of the people is discontinued, and u n til
those already evicted are reinstated 011 easy and practicable term s,
and until th e proceedings now in course against others are
abandoned, and until concession suitable to the condition of the
tim es are granted to the tenants generally. ’
Brd. “ T h at we are now, as we have been a t all times, quite
prepared to negotiate any arrangem ent between ourselves and the
landlord 011 reasonable aud equitable grounds, and if there be no
m ovem ent in this direction 011 the part of the landlord, we m ust
re g a rd ourselves bound to defend ourselves by the most effectual
m eans a t our disposal, which we take to be a continuance ot the
Plan of Campaign.
[Derry Journal, 23rd September, 1887.]
T H E G W E E D O R E E X T E R M IN A T IO N C A M PA IG N .
T H E P R E L IM IN A R Y

PR O C E E D IN G S.

On Monday last, at Bunbeg P etty Sessions, Colonel Doppiug
sum m oned » num ber of the peasants o f Gweedore who had
signed caretakers’ agreem ents, and obtained w arrants toi the
possession of their holdings. T he Colonel lias been in the
Gweedore district for some tim e dem anding possession from
persons holding as caretakers, and serving summonses m order
to brin<’' the parties to l ’ctty Sessions and procure w arrants
against” them . D uring the p a ,t few days upwards ot
E IG H T Y R E G IS T E R E D L E T T E R S W E R E PO STE D
notice provided for in the recent Land Act which
“Í S
life S . receiving them « w ta k ™ . TI
t h e n be summoned to Petty Sessions, and w arrants obtained foi
possession as in the case of weekly tenements, instead ot liav mg to
take proceedings at the (Quarter Sessions, as it was necessary to do
under previous acts. Colonel Dopping has been one ot the hist,
if not the very first, to avail himself ot tins

r.n n t'iin in o 'th e
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“ EVICTION MADE EASY CLAUSE”
t° / th ® ^ nd/ c?>^n d ihe ^ P re sse s his fixed determination to carry
/ ' VH
. the bltter end- ri'he R eties which the
Inndlord party are about to adopt in Gweedore with the evicted
h o n ^M 8 0Ue h
WlU S,peedIy ensure t!,e condemnation of every
honest man wherever the story will be known. They propose
to begin the extermination on Tuesday next in the fashion in
which it was carried out 111 Glenveigh. T hat is, they will level
the houses to the ground as soon as the miserable occupiers are
the coming winter,

^

^

WÍth° Ut shelter’ in tlie face of

FROM T H E C R U E L STORMS T H A T S W E E P OYER
B L E A K G W EED O R E.
This scheme they make no secret of in the hope th a t the mere
mention of it, or at most th a t a few evictions executed on the
^ r b a ro u s plan will have the effect of frightening the other
unfoi tuDate tenants into paying a rent th at never was, nor never
can be, extracted from the miserable patches of soil, miscalled
farms th a t the toil and sweat of years have made among the
f e a ' t ‘
,llr,T'n lleath thafc fovm the district known as
Gweedore 1 0 assist in carrying out this design the Government
has, as it has 011 many another occasion, granted a force of over
100 police, with the usual attachm ent of
W E L L -PA ID O F F IC E R S AND R E S ID E N T
M A G ISTR A TES
at a cost which must in the aggregate almost equal if it do not
exceed, the sum s the landlord is so strenuously striving to wriiiofrom an impoverished people. T he peasants of °Gweedore
however, have been too often made acquainted with the worst th at
landlordism can do to quail even now, and the first act in the dranvi
of passive resistance was played on Monday at Bunbeg when not a
single man or woman of those summoned, either bv Colonel
Hopping or the police authorities put in an appearance in court
I lie scene presented m the Petty Session Court of Bnnbeo- was a
singular one. H itherto the great trouble to the authorities was
the very large numbers in which the people crowded to such
SCENES AS POLICE PR O SEC U TIO N S AND
EVICTIO NS,
but they were taken by surprise on Monday, to find none but
themselves near the place. More than an lioifr before the Court
opened 103 police, under County Inspector Lennon a n i D istrict
inspectors Stevenson and Winder, occupied the Courthouse, itself
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and the hu«e granite crags which overlook it. H ere they w aited
uneasily for the arrival of the thousands whom they e x p a n d
B u t not a soul came in sight. Many an
c o u lï b e ’the
took place, and fearful surm .se was made a. to vhat w u ld h e ^ e
m eanine of such strange behaviour on the p a rt ot the poop .
W hen at last F ath er M ‘Fadden was seen approaching, accom
panied by the solicitor for the defendants and some clerical
friends I stir was a t once visible among the police, and they
looked’ as if they expected the trouble to begin. B ut again
they were

p 0 0 M E D T 0 D IS A P P O IN T M E N T .

Nobody except the p atriot priest h i m s e l f and a few friends from
a f t a n S c a m e near- the scene, and the police sat ^
on the
ro c k s keeping watch and w ard lest they should be La^en lby
•
S
Inside the Court-house the scene was of the dullest and

resident M agistrates,
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[Derry Journal— 23rd September, 285?.]

Kev. JAMES M'FADDEN, P.P., G-veedore, took f t . chsir
Mr. E d S OolL

J’

««“ I 'M

by

The rev. chairman briefly expressed his pleasure at be in»
called upon to preside at a m eeting held under such circmustances, and introduced
tionsE —

K E L L Y ’ who Proposed the following Resolu

t e T Î 7 r hat We h®a rt‘ly condemn the tyrannical action of
he Tory Government and their salaried officials in commit3 ? t0 I
T«rir m° ‘\ths .the noble minded, pure hearted,
’ } -sacrificing,
llliam 0 Brien, for the courageous and con
stitutional exercise of free speech and civil liberty in defence
the cfaltees ”

°f the clescendaut of “ the wolves of

p f,“fdT_Twni " e contem ptnously scorn and despise the action
of Captain Hill in sending his bloodhounds to Gweedore to
haiess and oppress the rack-rented tenants of th at district, and
that we pledge ourselves to meet with fearlessness and cour
age the struggle now torced upon us, and to resist by every
constitutional means, to the utm ost of our power, this last
outrageous attem pt to support dying landlordism in Gweedore.
him ^ aiihei KeLL,T said thaí though th e resolutions provided
of h p l a | C,XCel efnt tcxt-, he would Prefer to say something
ot a general character on the situation. The first resolution
stated th at William 0 ’B rie n -(lo u d cheers)— had been com
m itted to jail tor a period of six months for the crime of de-

írvfp=g f
r ‘8 ht ° f free sPeech alld civ>l liberty.
(Cries of Shame. ) Ih e re was a Crimes Act in force in Ireland at the present time, stated to be aimed at the suppression
01 crime, but what it aimed at suppressing was the unreadi
ness, the unwillingness of the Irish people to
PAY R A C K -R EN TS ANY LONGER.
(Cheers.) There was no crime to be suppressed in Ireland but
the crime ot rack-renting th at he knew of, and if the Govern
ment took up the unwillingness of the people to submit to
inat, ana called it a crime, reason and humanity would con
tradict them. (Cheers.) Mr. Balfour, and those with him,
might conjure up crime in Ireland, and .pass stringent laws to
suppress it, but there was no truth in the assertion.
There
Wit
treatm ent or justice in the cause th at Mr. Balfour
upheld, lh e people of Gweedore did not require to be told that the
r\
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rents of form er years are not payable a t present. _ In D unfanaghy
m arket on the Saturday previous the h ig h est price obtained tor
oats was 6 id per stone. Did the landlord expect th a t old rents or
any tiling bordering upon them could be paid at such prices
B ut he m u st say th a t so far as he could see in the parish ot
Gweedore it m ade little difference whether m arkets were high
or low, because the people had nothing to sell. (O nes of True
for you ” ) W h a t were the rents of Gweedore demanded upon .
Tt was not upon th e produce of the soil, b u t upon the produce of
th e

H A R D W O R K IN A M E R IC A OR T H E M IN E S OF
SCO TLA N D OR E N G L A N D .
( H e a r
hear.) And if Colonel Dopping—(groans and cries of
“ T he’w alking gallows”J — who asks you to pay rent out ot your
b ard earnings or the earnings of your children in other countries
for the rocks and swamps, I say you have a perfect rig h t to say
no
(Loud cheers.) H e was sorry th a t there w a s not a
Government shorthand w riter present to take down w hat ne said,
because he uttered every ward w ith deliberation and w ith the
conviction th a t they were true and just. (Cheers ) T he rents of
the people of Gweedore have been largely reduced—in some
instances a-half, and in nearly all a -fo u rth -s o m e years ago, but
s in c e
th a t tim es had gone from bad to worse, and th e people
demanded a fu rth er reduction— (hear, h e a r ) — and said, and said
truly th a t they did not take out of the land th e ren t th a t was
dem anded from them . In the face of th at, look a t the action of
the Executive of the country

SE N D IN G A FO R C E O F H U N D R E D S
into Gweedore, to insist upon the people paying more than w hat
was fair and just. (“ Sham e.”) They had offered Colonel Dopping
w hat was fair and ju st, and lie would not accept it. He would
have his
F U L L PO U N D O F F L E S H AND N O T H IN G E L S E .
Well let him take it. (A v o ic e - " He does not get the blood.” )
As bíood Vi as mentioned, he hoped th a t there would be no blood
spilled in Gweedore, either th a t day or at any time
I f they were
provoked on any occasion, they should hear w ith a g ieat deal
before they resorted to v io le n c e -(h e a r, h e a r)-b e c a u se th a t was
w hat th eir enemies wanted. They wanted them to strike the first
blow, so th a t ten in retu rn for it m ight be given B ut if they
were calm and resolute they were bound to win. ( ^ e e r ÿ Such
meetings as th a t l.e was addressing were often P ^ 'a n o e d and he
did not know but th a t one would have proclaimed also, but at any
rate he wished to say th a t the
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GOVERNMENT H A D NO R IG H T TO S T O P T H E
P E O P L E 'S M O UTH S
in proclaiming to the world w hat they believed and knew to be
a grievance—(cheers)—while on the other hand every facility was
given to the landlord taction to proclaim calumnies 011 the
people. They did not want to do anything except to claim the
right as freemen to assemble and state their grievances, and to
p u t forward their claims by all fair means, and the words of the
resolutions w*ere not too strong when they called the action of the
Government tyrannical. (Cheers). The Speaker concluded by
advising the people to follow the wise counsels and leadership
of F ather M‘Fadden, who had always led and advised them
right (cheers) and he hoped th at the people against whom
decrees had been granted in the Court th at day, would be in
Gweedore for many a long year. (Loud Cheers.)
Rev. D. S T E P H E N S , in seconding the resolutions, said the
resolutions sent a message of sympathy to Wm. 0 B rien in the
face of the persecution he was suffering at the hands of the
Executive. And who was more deserving of the sympathy of the
men of Ireland than dauntless Wm. O’Brien. (Cheers.) I t was
Mr. O'Brien who first unfurled the glorious banner of the Plan
of Campaign. And tor th at crime of proclaiming the right of
the people of Ireland to h a \e
RA CK -REN TS CUT DOWN
he had been lodged in a prison cell, and afterwards sentenced to
a term of imprisonment. (Shame.) W hy then should they not
send him a message of sym pathy and encouragement. (Applause.)
I he second resolution referred to the special grievances of the
peasantry of Gweedore. And truly if there was a peasantry on
the broad face of Ireland th at had grievances it was the peasantry
of Gweedore. Who made the homes of Gweedore ? W as it
Captain H ill or D opping? (“ No, no.” ) Captain H ill crave
them the
BLACK H E A T H , T H E BRO W N BOGS, OR T H E
G R A N IT E ROCKS,
and the people of Gweedore had changed the black heath, the
brown bogs, and the granite rocks into fruitful and verdant
grass. (H ear, hear.) Should they then be called upon to pay
rent for th at soil and th at verdant grass created by their own
toil. No, all they had to pay for was the heath and the
granite and the bog. W ho was it th at built up the humble
homes of Gweedore ? Surely it was uot Capt. llill or Colonel
JJoppiug ? No, it was the toil and labour and the sweat of
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the people of Gweedore th a t m ade these homes.
(Cheers.)
Therefore, w hen C aptain H ill and Colonel Dopping seek to
charge them on th a t toil and labour they were acting unjustly,
and they knew it, and they were backed by the
B A Y O N E T S O F T H E W H O L E B R I T I S H FO R C E ,
he would say they should be resisted— (loud cheers)— if there
was any manliness, as he believed there was am ongst the peas
antry of
(a p p lau se)-th ey would fight for th eir homes
and fight for them to th e very last.
(Cries of ‘ We wi.l. )
B u t while he would urge them to fight for th eir homes, he
would urge them to fight w ithin the law.
F o r it would he
m ost foolish of them , a poor defenceless people, to face the law
pf E ngland, backed by the black coats and red coats ot the
B ritish arm v. T he fight, therefore, th a t he would urge them
to carry on ‘for their homes would be a fight w ithin th e law ;
carrying on a
C O N S T IT U T IO N A L S T R U G G L E T O T H E V E R Y L A S Í .
G

w

e e d o r e —

I f they saw, as they were likely to see, Colonel Dopping coming
down in a week w ith the crowbar brigade, to level their hum ble
homes, thev should resist th a t invasion ; _resist it within the law,
but resist it w ith all the power at their disposal, and they would
have the approval of the civilised world. T he people ot Ireland
would approve of the action of the manely men of Gweedore, in
standing for th eir homes, which poor though they m ight be, were
dearer to them than all the world besides. They were the homes
in which they first saw the lig h t ; they were the homes m which
the older men of the parish, long ago, brought their young brides ;
they were the homes in which th eir children grew up around
them , and they were, in consequence of all these sacred ties,
dearer to them than all the world besides. (Applause.) Why,
then should they not defend them, and defend them to the last,
b u t w ithin the law. (Cheers.) L et the people act in th a t way,
and they would have not only Irela n d approving of the defence,
b u t the democracy of E ngland would cry out,
‘'W E L L

DONE, G W E E D O R E .”

(Loud Cheers.) They would not only have the democracy of
E n g l a n d and Ireland at th eir baek, but they would have the
greater Ireland, the exiled Irish race all over the world paying
with Hip democracy of E ngland, “ well done, Gweedoie.
Let
them stand by their homes and defend them ; let themi carry on
the constitutional struggle m th e n ; defence and under the
guidance of their good patriot priest, F ather M Madden (cheers)
—they would be sure in the end to gam a glorious vitloiy.
(Loud and prolonged cheering.)

rt 1
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Mr. JOHN WARD, Rosses, having spoken,
F A T H E R M 'FA D D E N , in putting the resolutions, assured
the people though Mr. O’B rien had been sentenced to three
m onths’ imprisonment he was free to-day, and m ight be at th at
moment addressing a meeting in Mitehelstown.
(Cheers.)
W hatever the result m ight be, they were prepared to follow in the
footsteps of W illiam O’Brien, and lie, himself, w ithout hesitation,
END ORSED E V E R Y W ORD T H A T F E L L FRO M
W IL L IA M O’B R IE N
—(cheers)—and was prepared to follow him from Cork gaol to
Mitchelstown P etty Sessions and back to Cork gaol or elsewhere
as the case m ight be. Mr. O’Brien had assisted the tenants of the
Kingston estate against the Countess of Kingston, whose family
had, by reasons of the ravenous and rapacious nature of their
treatm ent of their tenants, had been called the “ wolves of the
Gal tees.” T h at meeting raised its voice in a similar cause, and
against a family of hardly more popular tradition. They had
Captain H ill—(groans)—whose history was nothing, but who had
the misfortune to have the sins of his father visited upon him.
Because of the effort to
SCREW AN IM P O S S IB L E R E N T
out of the poor peasants of Gweedore Captain H ill had sent a man
ot peculiar history. I t w?as a m atter of history th a t there was a
Dopping living in ’98 known as “ H eppinstall” or the “ Walking
gallows.” (Groans) Well, he dared say th at their friend Colonel
Dopping would not deny his ancestry. (Groans) L et them take
a look at the H ill estate, and if by any estimation or calculation
they could convince him th at the rents 011 it were actually low he
would be satisfied, but they must convince him mathematically. *
W hen Lord George H ill came to Gweedore all Gweedore belonged
to the people. There was not a house in the whole area of
Gweedore that did not belong to the people. There was not a
single settler iu all Gweedore,
T H E LAND B E L O N G E D TO T H E P E O P L E , AND
T H E P E O P L E ALONE.
(Cheers.) W hat was the rent of Gweedore at the time th at Lord
George Hill came into possession ? I t was £472. T hat was the
rental of the estates, except the Knockastolar estate, of which the
rent has £2 7 10s. T hat added to £ 172, came to barely £500, for
uil Gwccdorc. And what did Lord George Hill do 'i
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HE MANAGED TO .RAISE TH E KENTS,
until the gross ren t of G weedore exceeded £1,600. (Cries of
“ S h am e/')
T hese facts could not be denied, for they were
proved in evidence by Mr. Som erset W ard in Lifford Courthouse.
T o g eth er w ith raising th e ren t to th a t extent, L ord Geo. H ill
also took 12,000 acres of m ountain away fram the tenants,
which act was adm itted by th a t noblem an him self.
L ord
George th en bought B unbeg from the G allaghers tor £‘600, and
he let it again a t the rate of £ 3 0 0 a year tor th e fishing
alone. T h a t simply m eant th a t he bought the estate a t two
year’s purchase, and if his successor dealt on the same ten u s
w ith the Gweedore tenants, they would be able to reply, and
they would accept his term s. (C heers.) From these facts it
would be at once evident
T H A T T H E K E N T W A S ALM OST T R E B L E D
on the Gweedore estate, leaving out the fishing, and taking the
agricultural tenants only. F ath er M 'Fadden then quoted several
cases of individual tenants whose rents had been raised, and
of one in particular, who had moved to a neighbouring estate,
and got a field a t a ren t of 3s Gd. The following year Lord
George H ill bought the property, and the m an’s rent wras raised
im m ediately to a pound.
Such was the m anagem ent of the
H ill estate by th e late Lord Geoige. T hen take the Island ol
In n ish irrer. I t was an island out in th e sea, where farm produce was of no m arket value a t all, and where no grain would
ripen, except a sort of rye, and where potatoes could hardly
be grown.
T H E K E N T OF T H E ISL A N D W AS ONLY £ 5
w hen L ord George H ill bought it, and lie at once raised it to
£ ‘2‘2 10s I n 1869 K nockastolar was bought from a clergym an
* in Scotland named Rainey. Rev. Mr. Rainey had bought the
place as a sum m er resort for him self and his family, but some one
w rote such frightful stories to him th a t the clergyman was afraid
to come. A t last he came in disguise, and was in Gweedore
H otel for some time before any person knew. B ut when he was
discovered, Lord George Hill bought the Knockastoler property
from him . Knockastoler at th a t tim e only paid £ 2 / 10s rent, but
Lord George raised it to £89. (Groans.) H e had now done
w ith L ord George H ill, and w ith his efforts to improve Gweedore,
about which so much had been said. L et linn have tried to
improve Gweedore or not, L ord George had certain y done a good
deal to improve himself—(groans)—and had it not been tor him,
Gweedore would have been happy and prosperous. (Applause.)
F ather JJW addeu went on to say that all the people wanted was a
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FAIR AND JUST REDUCTION,
and a reasonable compromise. T he landlord had been challenged
from th a t valley, and through the press and if he did not come
forward and make a reasonable settlem ent the fault was his own.
(H ear, hear.) But at any rate they would do nothing against the
spirit of the resolutions which had been published in the Derry
Journal.
(Cheers.)
T he people would adhere to these
resolutions, and offer the same passive resistance to the payment
of oppressive rents. (H ear, hear.) As the rocks of the shore
remained passive against the stormy waves of the sea, so they
would remain passive. W hen the storm subsided, the waves
were gone, and the rocks remained, so would they, please God,
R EM AIN W H E N T H E IR

O PPRESSO RS W E R E

GONE

9

and their children would enjoy the rugged rocks and moory lands
of bleak Gweedore. (Loud cheers.) Referring to the agent of
the property, he said Colonel Dopping had first tried to
intim idate the people, and when th at had failed, he wrote a
tremendous letter to the Bishop of the diocese, calling upon him
to deal with F ath er M‘Fadden as Dr. Corrigan had dealt with
F ather M‘GHnn, of New’ York. He (F ather M‘Fadden) would
be obliged if the Colonel would send him the letter th at Dr.
Logue sent in reply. The people of Gweedore would never
recognise th a t man as the agent of the Hill estate, nor as a man
having any dealings with land management in Gweedore. (Loud
cheers.) rI hey would hold out for a reasonable reduction, and he
hoped a sim ilar course would be adopted by neighbouring parishes.
(Cheers.) The rev. speaker concluded by thanking his friends
who had come from a distance. H e then put the resolutions,
which were adopted unanimously.
EV IC TIO N S
took place early in October, and were carried out with all the
severity of modern appliances, less the battering ram. The
tenants defended obstinately, and the houses were pulled dowrn.
On the fourth day the forces were withdrawn, and Colonel
Dopping went off next morning in a white rage.
PR O FE SSO R STUART,
who had cmae over specially from England to witness the
evictions, was present for the two last days, and did all in his
power to bring about a settlement.
H e even travelled specially to Dalkey to interview Captain
Hill, who happened to be then seriously ill and could not see the
Professor.
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ALL METHODS HAD BEEN TRIED TO INDUCE
L A N D L O R D TO S E T T L E ,
b u t unsuccessful up to a certain tim e.
Suddenly and unexpectedly about the 2 0 th of Novem ber,
overtures came from the landlord side tow ards a settlem ent.
T erm s were eventually subm itted, of which I, acting for the
people, approved. The settlem ent was brought about by the
R esident M agistrate, then living a t Gweedore, and the Crown
Solicitor for Donegal,
A T T H E IN S T IG A T IO N , IT IS S U P P O S E D , O F D U B L IN
C A STLE.
T he trium ph for the people was announced by Special Telegram
in the Derry Journal of the 25th November, 1888, as follows :
[Derry Journal—25th November, 1887]
T H E P L A N O F C A M PA IG N IN

GW EEDORE.

G R E A T T R IU M P H F O R T H E P E O P L E .
Plan of Cam paign is
trium phant in Gweedore.
£ 9 0 0 ot costs are wiped out, and
nearly 60 per cent, abatem ents allowed.
All sub-tenants are
recognised as tenants, and the future rents fixed by an agreement
in 500 cases a t a reduction of 30 per cent, on the present rents.
G w eed o re,

T h u r s d a y . — The

A B IT T E R S T R U G G L E FO R SE V E N Y EA R S
on the H ill property in Gweedore has thus ended in a signal
trium ph for the tenants. How hard the fight was fought on both
sides is all b u t too fam iliar to the public. Year after year did the
tenants dem and reductions, and year after year did th e v
landlord persistently refuse, until at present there are due nearly
four years rent on the estate. The unpaid rents amount to about
£8,500. Every m anner of pressure was brought to bear upon the
tenants. £ 9 0 0 of costs were incurred by the landlord to force
them to surrender— all to no purpose. In December, 1886, “ The
Plan of Campaign” was adopted, and the tenants held firmly
together, calmly awaiting the issue of events. T here are at present
about 160 tenants inoccupation as caretakers or trespassers in the
eye of the law. The result of the negotiations just concluded is,
th a t all these parties will be reinstated tenants ; th at all costs are
cancelled ; th a t a lump sum of £1,450 will be accepted in lieu ot
£3.400, ren t due to the 1 st November, 1887 ; th a t in all cases in
which judicial rents have not been already fixed, agreements will
be signed

A T A R ED U C T IO N OF 30 P E R C EN T.
on the present rents ; th a t the existence of sub-division, which is
very prevalent on the estate will be recognised, and
all sub-tenants will be dealt with as tenants. This is
perhaps, the most signal victory for the Plan yet recorded!
The landlord would not g ran t a penny reduction for the
past two years, and now at the eleventh hour he has
yielded to the tenants more than they ever demanded, with a net loss
to himself of over £2,500. The tenants are to be congratulated
on their success, and may be reasonably excused in th eir proud
boast th at the Plan of Campaign still holds the field.

THE

ONLY D E F E N C E GOT U P BY H IS F R IE N D S
FO R T H E ACTION OF LORD G EO RG E H IL L .

I he friends of Lord George Hill refer with trium phant
satisfaction to speeches in the House of Commons, more especially
the speech of Sir Robert Peel, applauding the work done by Lord
George Hill. They also refer to Press notices of Lord Georee
H ill’s own Pamphlet
“ FA CTS FROM G W E E D O R E .”
B ut they do not clearly state th at the speeches were based upon
the pamphlet, and th at the criticisms were criticisms of the
account written by Lord George himself in his own favour.
I happen to have the most recent edition I think of this
pamphlet before me, the fourth edition printed.
THE

TRUE

C R ITIC ISM OF LO R D H IL L ’S
PA M PHLET
in 1866, and there appears on the fly leaf, in writing, a criti
cism of the work, which my intim ate knowledge of the facts
forces me to accept as a true and honest criticism. I t is as
follows :—
“ This is a sum mary of aliened facts from Gweedore, which
m ight, perhaps, with more regard to truth and accuracy be called
‘ Fictions from Gweedore,’ conceived, arranged, and printed b y
the Lord of the Soil himself, to dispose public opinion, to
receive with equanim ity the shock and outrage imparted to it by
the cruel, not to say, unjust action of doubling rents, appropriating
immemorial rights, and otherwise oppressing an already rackrented'and harrassed tenantry.”
W HAT LO R D GEO RGE H IL L DID EX PEN D AND HOW.
I t is also very frequently stated th a t Lord George Hill ex
pended the rent, and all he was worth for several vears on the
Estate.
*
9
E

I should be very glad to give L ord George H ill credit for all
lie did. B u t it is now indisputable th a t even the n earest friends
an d best advocates of L ord George Hill did n o t venture to
advance before th e C ourt of L a n d Comm ission th a t L ord Geo.
H ill expended any money for the benefit of the ten an ts, except
£ 6 0 0 , sa id to be expended in th e “ squaring1' of the holdings.
H ow th is “ squaring” of the holdings benefited the tenants, I
have already explained. L ord George expended a g reat deal on
his own model farm , b u t from whom did he buy th e farm ? H e
expended a g reat deal on the hotel ; 011 public barracks ; on
petty sessions c o u rt; on the estate p o u n d ; on coast-guard
stations, on m ills and stores ; on residences for colonists im 
ported by him self, and so on. B u t where did he get the sites of
residences, and the farm s for the colonists ? All these expendi
tu res were capital investm ents, retu rn in g the landlord a handsom e
yearly incom e ; b u t of no earthly benefit to the ten an ts, who
were m ade to suffer then, and will probably suffer for ever from
such so-called im provem ents.

Letter o f Father M ‘Fadden to the “ London Times/ 1
T H E “ T IM E S ” C O M M ISSIO N ER IX IR E L A N D .
D E F E N C E OF T H E IR IS H PE A SA N T R Y .
To the Editor o f the London Times.
Sm— I am sure th a t you will be glad to receive any communi
cations on th e m atters dealt w ith in your columns by your “ Special
Correspondent in Ireland” which will p u t those m atters before
your readers in th eir tru e light, and which will correct the errors
and inaccuracies into which your correspondent has fallen, owing,
110 doubt, to the sources from which he took his information, Jjor
this reason I have no doubt th a t you will gladly give space to this
letter from me in reference to the tw elfth letter from tn a t gent eman, which appeared in your issue of 2nd Instant. 1 will not
observe upon th a t le tte r except in so far as it deals with Gweedore,
w ith which I am officially connected for m any yeais.
You will be less suprised to hear from me in this connection
when you know th a t your correspondent did me the questionable
honour of introducing me into his letter in the following way
“ In this, as in other things, the people are believed to have been
acting by the advise and under the directions of their parish
priest.’
W ith the historv of Gweedore prior to the advent of Lord
George Hill, and the facts th a t led up to a Parliam entary inquiry
in ’58, and the report of th a t inquiry I am not concerne^, except
in so far as the evidence of men still living who had kn<? ^
Gweedore before Lord George Hill ever set foot 011 it, and public
records established beyond cavil, th at the representation put forth
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a t different times by the natural guides and mouth pieces of the
people were invariably honest and truthful as against the
contradictory statem ents published in Press and Pam phlet by the
landlord party.
The memorial of the schoolmaster is ever eagerly p ut for
ward by the landlord class, because it serves their purpose.
I t would be repudiated w ith the same eagerness by the same
party if it did not.
I t is evident to an y o n e th at, if the habits and manners of
the people of Gweedore have kept pace with the progress of
time and civilisation since (838, it is a stupid fallacy to connect
th a t change w ith the landlordship of Lord Hill. I t is also evident
that different manners and habits do not always assure material
im provement and prosperity— quite the contrary. And now as
against Kye, the schoolmaster, let me introduce the estate
bailiff, who was put forward by the landlord at the hearing of
land cases before Sub-Commission in March, 1884, to prove this
particular point—namely, th a t the action of Lord George Hill
in Gweedore improved the district— w hat does this man prove ?
H e solemnly swears th a t the people were more comfortable and
better off before the time of Lord Gkonje H ill than they are to-day.
The wrail of the old man, of over GO years on the property, must
have gone back to the pre-Hill period, as it is not yet half a
century since Lord Hill made the first purchase in Gweedore,
and so his
“ PSA LM OF LA M EN TA TIO N ”
is only empty sound as applied to the action of Lord George
H ill. In the first place Lord George Hill had no “ new cuts”
to give, except he robbed some man of his immemorial rights and
property. And this is the reason why the priest of th a t day de
nounced anyone who co-operated with Lord H ill in this spoliation.
B R IB E S W E R E O FFE R E D ,
110 doubt, in the shape of promising th at the cuts would be

free of rent for some years. B ut after the denunciation of the
priest, the bait did not take, and three native tenants who had
accepted these “ cuts” threw them up. But Lord Hill perse
vered, notwithstanding, and he imported tenants for these “ cuts.”
And by this method the people were induced to take them rather
than see a new plantation in the district. But they were not
allowed to enjoy them for seven years free ; no, nor for one
year. I t was attem pted by the landlord party to establish this
before the Sub-Commission Court, but they failed.
As a case in poiut, John Doogau took a “new cut,” and lie
had to pay for it the very first jear. There is not, th at 1 am
aware,

A P E R C H OF A P U B L IC ROAD IN GW EEDORE
th a t was made by Lord George Hill.
A s to his m ills and stores, they are the best paying concerns
he has. H e got over £ 7 0 0 from Government for grinding Indiau
Corn in 1847 ! Î T he m eagre out-door relief he gave to some
tenants of a stone of meal in the week or fortnight, was to
keep them out of the W orkhouse.
T here was always a steady and successful opposition kept up
on the H ill property against any one going into th e "Workhouse.
T he bailiff used to intim idate th e friends and relatives of the
paupers th a t they would have to pay for them, i f they entered the
Workhouse. A nd those who did go, and they were exceedingly
few, were im m ediately brought back by the landlord, w ith a pro
mise th a t som ething would be done, which was generally con
veniently forgotton. T he coffin and shroudimj supplied at deathy
in some cases, were probably borne by the rates always as at
present. Y our correspondent is very hopeful as to the recupera
tive powers of the evicted tenants, when lie says th a t m ost of
them will probably redeem before the lapse of six months.
No !
“ T ill B irnam Wood do come to D unsinane.”
Impossible ! T he cause th a t led up to eviction—inability to pay
— is, in th eir case, intensified by the m ethods of recovery resorted
to by the landlord. Your correspondent states th at the rents are
very low. H e pleades like a strong partisan, and adduces cases
of small tenancies at 5s and so on. T he rents average about 30s to
each tenant.
B u t amongst such a poor class one shilling means a pound,
and for them it is as difficult to raise a shilling as it is for others to
raise a pound. Judge O’H agan, in giving judgm ent in the
Gweedore land cases, by which there were confirmed
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made the following observations— * In very many cases the
alterations we have made may seem trifling, only a few shillings ;
. . but, where a rent is a m atter of only 15s or 18s, of course a
rise or a reduction of a few shillings is, comparatively speaking, the
same as it would be in the case of pounds, if the rent was mentioned
in pounds, so t h a t ....................................... we cannot consider
the alterations m inute, having regard to the extreme poorness of
the tenantry and the amount of the rents.”
B ut your correspondent falls into a gross mistake when lie
states th a t for those rents the tenants “ get house and land such as
it is, w ith free grazing, tu rf and seaweed for manure.”
And he amplifies this in the following sentence, to convince
your readers of a state of things th at does not exist at all.

i lie tenants themselves build the house and offices here
without any help whatsoever from the landlord. Therefore they
don’t get them from the landlord.
M O REO VER T H E G RA ZIN G IS NOT F R E E .
Grazing, turf, and seaweed were taken into consideration by
the Land Commission in fixing- the rents. W ith regard to the
list of purchasers published by your correspondent; let me state
th at it gives a very mistaken idea of the value of the land or the
solvency of the tenants.
In the case of Nelly O’Donnell, there is an excellent slated
dwelling-house and offices, which I could not erect for the whole
purchase money, £108. I t was formerly built by a man who had
been to America. The purchaser raised part of the money—
because the whole price has not been yet paid—in various wavs
BY LABO UR IN SCOTLAND,
by the earnings of his son, who is a school teacher, &c. I t was
certainly an insane speculation, but the sentimental attachm ent
to the old place cannot be rooted out, and the purchaser, who has
a large family, desires to settle them around him even in poverty.
T he purchaser in the case of H ugh Sweeney, is a shop-keeper,
who is as far forward with the payment of his rent, I am sure, as
any man on the estate ; and, I dare say, he has m et all demands
yet made upon him in this way, and I don’t believe “ th a t he
professes th at he is unable to pay” absolutely. I am sure he is
not able to pay from the produce of the holding.
Even the purchaser in this case, shopkeeper, though he be
has yet paid only one-half the purchase-money. In the th ird case]
th at of Owen Boyle, your correspondent states an u tter falsehood
in saying th at Boyle sold a rental of 12s Gd at £51.
H e onlv
got £ 4 0 for it.
And this transaction illustrates the folly of the simple
peasants ot this place in the m atter of land purchase.
Sweeney, the purchaser, was not the m aster of a shilling the
day he bought in this holding. H e was not able to pay the
auctioneers fee, and'in this as in many cases, it is quite likely
th a t the sale will never be perfected, and th at Sweeney will be
obliged to sell it again, possibly at a tremendous sacrifice.
T his holding was formerly part of the holding now in pos
session of Sweeney, and when offered for sale he wished to restore
the old boundary of his father’s place, and foolishly went to
extremes to do so. On th at very day he pledged portion of the
land just purchased to raise £ 6 . He got his sister’s only cow,
and sold it too, and he sold the potatoes he required to support him
self and his old m other, and by all these shifts and schemes he
made up half the purchase-money—£20. The other £ 2 0 has
not been paid yet, and will probably ngt until the place is again
put to thy Uumuw,
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Surely the land is fertile, and the people rich in Gweedore Í
T he fourth case, th a t of Fanny F erry, who -sold a holding
of £ 1 Os lOd yearly ren t, at £ 4 0 , is, like many others a foolish
speculation of a young m arried m an to settle in his native parish.
Only th e h a lf of the money has been paid, and I cannot say how it
was found. T he purchaser was m arried last February, and likely
h e got some help from liis wile’s friends. B u t w hatever means he
has for himself, lie made it by fishing. H e is a lobster iislier,
and I cannot recommend liis wisdom in em barking his hard-earned
money in a w orthless patch of bog and rock.
In the fifth case, the purchaser is a young man who lias been
to America, and succeeded in saving some money there and were
it not th a t he w ith his A m erican money was available, the
holding m ight not be sold a t all. Only h alf price yet paid.
In the case of Jo h n M‘Monigle, who sold a rental of 1Os for
£ 3 1 , there is a com fortable house on the little holding which
m ust not have cost less than £ 20 , and the purchaser is a
m erchant who lives on the other side of the road. T his man
made a goodly fortune in the gold fields of A ustralia, and on his
re tu rn home some years ago he got a sm all plot ot ground on
which lie built a shop and prem ises.
H e desired to extend liis holding in a certain direction, and
the tenant on the land contiguous on th a t side consented to move,
and he purchased this holding of M‘Monigle’s to effect the
change.
. .
.
In the next case, th a t of M'Connor, the purchaser is a school
teacher, who had only a sm all plot around liis house, and this
little holding being alongside he took advantage of the sale.
In the case of H ugh Gallagher, who sold a rental of 13s l£ d
for £ 6 0 , there is a capital new house, value at £ 4 0 on the holding. T he purchaser had sold his former holding to a returned
Yankee, so th a t in this case, too,
T H E A M E R IC A N M ONEY IS F L O A T IN G .
T he purchaser in the case ot Sarah M ‘Bride, the last case, is not
from this Parish at all, and I know nothing of his circumstances.
I know the holding in question to be near an unrestricted liberty
of grazing on another estate, and possibly the purchaser had this
in view in paying £ 2 0 for a place th a t is really not woitli <£/5.
Those very sales sought to establish the value of land in
Gweedore, and its fitness to produce rents, prove the contrary.
Three of the above sales were forced on by feat of the evictions
th a t were ju s t pending, and the sheer inability of the tenants to
pay. B v these cases the cultivation of land in Gweedore is
proved to be an u tte r failure, when weighed with impossible
yeuts. Those parties gave up the effort iu despair, and they are
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now depending on the kindness of friends, or their own industry
for support, some of them in America, others in County Derry,
and others in an adjoining parish ; but all of them away from
the “ Model E state,” to which they can never look back only
with loathing and abhorrence.
I f the public will conclude from the nine sales mentioned
th a t land is valuable in Gweedore, and th at its people are com
fortable, notwithstanding: the peculiar circumstances of each case,
the following facts will naturally cause them to change their
opinion
L ast Spring, Owen Boyle, of Upper Dore, offered his
holding for sale, and he could not raise a purchaser.
Edward Boyle, from the same townland, offered another
holding for sale, and he could not get a purchaser. Owen Boyle,
Derrybeg, offered a holding for sale, and there was found no one
to buy.
Maurice Sweeney offered a holding for sale, and there was
found no one to buy ; and Michael Gallagher made several
attem pts to sell his holding during the Spring, and he did not
succeed in finding a purchaser. In point of fact, the finding of a
purchaser of a small holding here is almost like a chance th at
may arise at far distant intervals.
For instance, Daniel M‘Fadden, about twelve months' ago,
had almost given up hope of being able to sell his small holding
on an adjoining estate, when fortunately for him there came
home to the village a young man from Montana, America, who
purchased from him. Only for this fortuitous event he m ight
not have sold since.
I now come to notice th a t portion of your correspondent’s
letter which represents the entrance of helpless families to the
Workhouse last Summer, as connected with those evictions, and
with a trium phant flourish he tells us that
300 E N T E R E D IN A F E W W EEK S.
He clearly has had advantages th a t I have not, in such a free
access to official records and landlord’s secrets ; b u t I am able
to state th a t out of 88 families affected bv the 69 ejectments of
Captain Hill, only l o had any members for a longer or shorter
period in the Workhouse.
Whether those who entered the Workhouse had some small stock,
as was true in some cases, or whether they had not, they were a
people th a t had no provisions, and had no credit, and were
mainly dependent on me for subsistence. And when I was unable
to help them, w hat remained for them than the Workhouse.
The action of the Guardians throughout this whole business
was most extraordinary.
They took recourse to every possible
shift and scheme to refuse admittance to the people, and those
they did admit were very soon turned adrift again, and thrown
upon me for support.

4*2
I t is very rem arkable th a t while I was pressing the Chief
Secretary and other authorities to have the wants of the people
attended to, a t th a t very tim e the relieving officer of th e Dunfanaghy G uardians was visiting the district every Monday a t the
Gweedore H otel— out-of-the-w ay place for the general public of
th is P arish —suddenly and w ithout any notice whatsoever, so th a t
he had been visiting for three weeks before I or the people knew
he was doing so, and it was only on th e 31st M ay th a t his move
ments were accidentally discovered by me. B ut his attendance
there was a cruel farce. I t was merely a show to w arrant evasive
answ ers to official inquiries. On th a t Monday there were about
180 applications for relief, people were fainting with hunger while
m aking those applications, and a num ber were kindly treated and
refreshed at the Constabulary barrack. Y et the relieving officer
left, and there was no fu rth er notice taken of those

POOR CREATURES DURING THE COMING WEEK.
T here were some entered the W orkhouse who had some stock,
b u t really at the tim e the possession of an infinite num ber of stock
was practically useless, as there was no sale.
B ut there w as a very large proportion of these people who
sought the shelter of the W orkhouse, who had no stock a t all.
Y et they were turned out by the G uardians all the same. I will
ju st give one example, th a t of Jam es Sweeney.
H is family w as in a most wretched condition. They had
not and have not a four-footed beast. The wife and children
went into the workhouse, as it was to-day, and they were sent out
next morning, by an extraordinary m eeting of Guardians, because
the husband was supposed to be able to earn 2s or 3s per day,
whereas, in point of fact, he could get nothing to do at th at
p articular time. T h a t very day
H IS F A M IL Y

W E N T TO T H E W O RK H O U SE,

I m et him self on the public road in his bare feet. I do not
undertake to account for every individual case, but I undertake to
say th a t any person whom I advised to go into the Workhouse,
wrere really in need of, and deserving indoor relief.
B ut my
experience of the D»nfanaghy G uardians is simply this, that one
m ust first die of starvation, and then they may be regarded by
them deserving of relief, but not necessarily even in th at case,
because they would manage to wriggle out of responsibility even
in those cases. T he most cruel thing in connection with the
visit of the poor people to the Workhouse, was the refusal of the
G uardians to give them conveyances back to their homes. Some
poor old people were put to death's door in the effort to make
home at a distance of 20 miles.
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w ry notable rase was that of Daniel M Tadden’s famil?

S

S

I

-

’' “ d “

* * * * he " *

b“ k < *

J lle Gua[d |ans would not supply a conveyance, and Daniel
had no means to engage one. H e could only manage to get his
brother s horse, with only side creels.
g
.

Outside the
° n a,Cp e!.an,
lW
bv 'S i Î ?
n'v,
by the horses side.

W orkhouse Dan put Jam es a lad of five vears
K a te a child of seven into the other, he put the
a ^ 0-7
two years, in her arm s behind the
“ d E d 'vard- « boy of
years walked along
I t was certainly a pitiable procession.
"

woman fpíl
,h alf' w;ly’
some s,i8 ht accident the poor
woman fell off the horse heavily on the road, and in her effort to
w ,e the chiid m her arms, she hurt herself a .,e r e l“ L d when
o W
i S i f
’ ? lai'r’! ,jle’ “ j,J comfortless home, she m
obliged to take to such bed as she had, and before morning she
was prem aturely confined, and thereafter for some weeks she
passed through a terrible ordeal of almost fatal sickness.
■i ,YCT
P°1Tf P ° üdent adverts to sub-division in spite of
the landlord. I have never known the landlord to sincerely
Jt
0n the COntrar-y a most acceptable
proceeding to him because it was one of his various wavs of
ra c in g the rent. Every sub-division or change o f S a n J was
made the occasion of an increase of rent. Even consolidatinow hlf 8 t T mn aU ef cuse for Putting up the rent. For instance
when Jo h n Doogan bought his sister’s holding and added it to

holding’.1-

WW" " a" bMn o ^ d j doubled on each

WAS IN C R E A SED U PON H IM S T IL L F U R T H E R .
^ . a tenant tried to make Ins mother more happy 'and
comfortable he was obliged to pay an additional ren t over !t
For example P atrick M‘Bride decided to let his m n tW
occupy the room of his dwelling and have a fire to h e ile h and
account o f & T *
f * * ,* “ * *
to t Í
second smoke m the house. He promised to
6tf . hll ' ‘'crease whenever the mother resumed livino* with
the family, but when that time came he refused to do so. °
l entirely repudiate the statem ent about

“ SHOW HOU SES” IN G W EEDORE.
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there is »» P»»ai"S of specially
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I think it was Mr. B ush, of Rossall School, Fleetwood,
called upon me, and expressed a wish to see some cabins. He was
to m uch hurry, so a , / « e walked in t. « « h o w . . t a o . t c « secutiveh as we m et them , even in the kidney of the r an s .
T here was no preparation or fore-knowledge there, and I refer
your correspondent to Mr. Bush. T o talk of the selected potatoes
and seaweed being partaken of in every house, in anticipation of a
look in from a gentleman whose approach was signalled, is puie
fiction. Such dishonesty and deceit do not, thank God, prevail
amongst the
S IM P L E P E O P L E O P G W E E D O R E .
I n this m a tte r I challenge investigation, _and T challenge p a r
ticulars
I myself accompanied several philanthropic gentlemen
through the different parts of the parish, year after year, since
’79 and in only one case, to my recollection, did we accidental!}
come upon a family engaged a t th eir frugal mid-day meal of
potatoes and sea-weed.
T he poor-rate is, no doubt, very considerable, and is almost
entirely paid by the landlords, and th is is a direction in which
landlords here could m aterially improve their condition.
T H E W O R K H O U SE IS A U S E L E S S “ SH O W -H O U SE .”
T he people of the district derive no benefit from it, and I would
h e a r tily co-operate in any action th a t would aim a t having this
huge, practically tenantless, pile closed up as a workhouse, and
having it turned to some useful public purpose.
Y our correspondent is misleading when he states th a t rents
are not paid.
W ill the officials of the estate honestly say if they ever knew
so m uch rent to have been paid w ithin the same time of^conec^
tion or in one season as there was paid in Decem ber, 1884 . An
la«t year if the agent had not been so obstinate in refusing even
h e s m a l l e s t reduction when other landlords in the neighbourhood
to the south-west, had been freely granting 20 per cent, a
considerable amount of re n t would have been paid. B ^ h e ^ u l d
fnllnw his own ways, and he has got his îew aid .
„
upon his wisdom in this respect w hether he will get rents to any
appreciable extent this year.
Le* me illustrate the readiness of the people here to be
r e , , om ble, . . r i u> make even the g r e a ta t » o r,« M. when de.U
with in a kindly, tolerant, and forbearing spirit.
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On the Dunlewy estate, in this parish, reductions amounting
to almost 40 per cent., were freely granted last year, a*nd the
rents were well paid, except in a few cases of exceptional poverty
th at were not pressed. T hat reduction was made, permanent,
and even this year, the agent, who was resident amongst the
people for some tim e in the autum n, received a considerable
amount of the rent due in November, 1885, simply because he
confirmed a liberal reduction allowed last year, and because he
was satisfied to take whatever the tenant was willing and pre
pared to pay.
I admit th a t there are over two years rents due in most cases
on nearly all the estates in Gweedore, including Captain H ill’s,
and I attribute this in the main to a succession of bad years and
the general depression, as well as to the fact th at the rents are
exorbitant, b ut I attribute also in great measure to the inflexible
obstinacy of the landlords and their agents in refusing to deal
with their tenants in a spirit of humanity and justice.
I will conclude this inconversently lengthy communication,
w ith a few statem ents of fact, aud let your readers say whether
the memory of the late Lord George H ill should be held
in gratitude and benediction in the hearts of the people of
Gweedore.
( 1 ) Before the advent of Lord George H ill, Gweedore had
no history—at least no history recorded in the suffering and
sorrows of an oppressed and landlord ridden people. In this
regard there was profound peace.
There was amongst its
inhabitants comfort, if not actual comfort, at least equal comfort
with their neighbours and the rest of Ireland, and comfort much
above their present condition, as testified by the bailiff, who is
not accused of undue leanings to the popular side.
Before the
advent of Lord George H ill there were no appeals year after
year. T here were no wails of distress and starvation ascending
from the valleys of Gweedore season after season. B ut after his
arrival there has been going on a bitter w ar from th at day to this.
( 2 ) The gross old rental of Lord HilFs entire estate, com
prising two or three small estates, and including the Knockastolar estate, purchased in June, 1862, was not £500. Lord
George forced up th a t rent to £1,100. And an estate which
hardly brought its former owners £500, was made by Lord
George Hill to fetch him annually from £1,500 to £ 1,700, not
to talk of the profits of his hotel. I t was surely a philanthropic
speculation that purchase.
The difference between £1,100 and Ü 1,500 to £ 1, 700 , is
covered by the returns from the fishing, shootiug, rents of bar
racks, coast guards’ houses, Petty Sessions Court, dispensary,
stores, mills, kilns, and other buildings occupied by colonists*
planted by Lord George Hill,
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(3) L ord George forced th e people to abandon th eir former
system of land tenure, known as rundale. T his change entailed
serious losses, both in the quantity and quality of the holdings ;
and it caused a pulling down of the old homesteads, and a build
ing up of hew houses, as far as possible, near the public road, a
point on which Lord George insisted.
In this process of alteration L ord George H ill took exactly
the one h alf of th e estate, 12,000 acres, from the people, and
called it “ his ow n.” H e adm itted this in his evidence before
the P arliam entary In quiry alluded to above. I have not seen
any excuse given for this astounding act of spoilation, except
th a t offered by L ord George H ill him self th at, though he did
this, he allowed the tenants to retain as much as was sufficient
for th eir w ants. T his was m ountain grazing.
( 4 ). L ord George im ported Scotch shepherds to plant these
m ountains w ith sheep.
T he sheep flocks were suddenly getting small, and compen
sation was sought for in the usual way and up to £3,000 were
levied on this locality.
T he parish was filled w ith constabulary. I h e r e were eight
barracks in a parish of about 800 families.
T hey were engaged driving and lifting every available
property for rent, for taxes, and so on. There was a veritable
reign of terror.
t
(5) A few instances of how the process ot putting up the ren^
went on and of the i eductions granted by the L and Commission
Court. T he ren t of the Island of Innishirrer was raised from
£ 5 to £ 2 2 10s and the Griffith’s valuation of the land of the
island is only £ 3 4s. T he rent of the Knockastoler estate
purchased iii ’62 was raised from £27 15s to £^>9. And the
increase was put on the second year after this purchase.
T he rent of the holding occupied by Owen D oherty was
raised from 3s 6 d to £ 1 .
v
I
already alluded to the judgm ent of Judge O Hagan.
now give a few examples of reductions granted by Land Court on
Lord George s estate.
Old Rent.
Judie. Rent.
£ s d
£ s d
2 15 4 ... 1 4 6
Cormac Doogan
4 10 0 ... 2 17 0
Ferrigal Boyle
1
5 0
... 0 9 6
Connel Boyle
1
10
0
...
0 13 0
Manus Gallagher
1
16 0
... 0 15 0
Cornelius Gallagher
2
0 0
...
1 0 0
Patrick Boyle
1 10 0
... 0 15 6
John M‘Bride
1 10 0
... 0
9 6
Michael Gallagher
3
2
6
...
1
12
0
Patrick M‘Ginley
1 10 0
0 10 0
Catherine Gallagher

1
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Another Commission has followed after the Commission of
Inquiry m the House o f Commons in '58, anci the se<x>nd C o 
mission has vindicated the industry, veracy, and honesty of the
v fe °l!V w í
F
? 8n S ju d g m eu t)> and h as sustained the
views th a t I and my predecessors m office have been advancing
for alm ost a generation.
^uvancing

l o form à correct opinion of the report of the Parliam entary
Committee m 08 one should read the Blue Book of the evidence
and the late Jo h n George M acCarthy’s draft report— the only
tenants friend on the Committee. B ut all those points nut
forward by your correspondent were m uch more forcibly put
lorward by the landlord counsel before the Laud C o m m isL i
and with only the result above stated.
Your correspondent did not inquire whether those <mV
shawls and bright aprons he saw on the Sunday were « borrowed
plumes, nor did he inquire how many pious and virtuous men
for
nday at
llome from Church in Gweedore
lor want of sufficientlySu1
decent
clothing.
He did n ot observe th a t devout old man of 70 winters
« » h .p p , M d prosperous diiys betbre Lord H i l U . t T Î S &
pick Ins way in the bare leet along the r u ^ e d rocks anr? m, i*
roads to M „ ,
H . did not see t l a
S
S
T m jS
bog into which poor, honest, hardw orking tenants Invp ho .
driven to shelter themselves by the evicting edict of Capt H ii?
i0U r " ” » ■ * * 'm

«ml h “ ce”. ' M h i i o •

“ •> S«™

H e has heard a, great deal ; but he has been imposed unon •
and he in tu rn has imposed on your readers,
’
Yours, truly,
,,

„

,

G w e ed o b e , N ov. 8, 1 8 86.

JA M ES M 'FA D D E X P p
’ 1

L E T T E R OF F A T H E R M‘FADDEN TO MRS. H A R T IN
R E PL Y TO T H E HON. SOMERSET W ARD IN T H F
“ ST. JA M E S’ G A Z E T T E .”
The following letter to Mrs. H art was drawn from me bv
leason ot a correspondence on the subject of Gweedore Industries
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GWEEDORE—ST. JA M E S'S GAZETTE.
M y D e a r M rs.
— T he letter of M r. Somerset Ward
to the S t James's Gazette, called forth, it is alleged by your
evidence before th e Select Com m ittee of the House ot Commons,
tvigil Industries, is beautifully of a piece w ith the efforts
the Irish landlord at the present tim e to brm g discredit upon
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A LONDON KNITTING AGENCY IN GWEEDORE
before your day, and therefore th a t you may not claim any^credit
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Messrs. Allen & Solly would likely have established a branch
agency in Gweedore if Lord George Hill had never been born.
This is not the only district, I am sure, in which th a t firm have
an agency.
Who is to get the credit for the extension of their business
m other places. Is there no Mr. W ard to do them justice by
chronicling the fact to their everlasting glory in the St. James's
Gazette. One good cart would bear away in one load all the hose
oi one year in palmiest days of this much praised agency carried
on by the landlord’s bailiff-in-chief.
Tj*n»^fc
S°t, surely to make this memento of Lord George
Hill s nobie life th at Mr. W ard wrote to the St. James's Gazette.
Ao, there w something else gnawing at the heart of Mr. W ard.
Lhe priest to whom she alludes in her evidence disturbes his
slumbers ; and visions of th at dreadful practice of ‘ boycotting: *
haunt him even in Downpatrick.
^ e, ‘ M am , Thecil, Phares of Balthasser, are
written broad and long, on the H ill estates in Gweedore, and the
hour of its destruction is at hand.
Passing to particulars, I must say that at no time was the
manufacture of English made yarns so profitable and flourishing
as it is at the present time. Nor do I believe th at the firm of
Allen, feolly & Go., had any time previous more work done for
em in Gweedore. Gweedore will cease to be what it is, a knitting
centre, when it will even dream of ‘ boycotting the knittin*
industry I t never d.d so, and it never shall. Mr. W ard forgets
to tell the readers of the St. James's Gazette, that the “ local
agent to whom he refers is the chief bailiff on Captain H ill’s
estate, the manager of Captain Hill’s hotel, and the agent’s— Mr
W ard s—general m an.
b
I t is not necessary to tell you why it is that the poor people
ot Gweedore should be more than human indeed if they regarded
any of that class with particular affection.
I t is not surprising th a t the knitters should discontinue to
patronise such an obnoxious party, and prefer to work for those
who have their interests really at heart and sympathise with
them in their difficulties.
T he workers for the landlord’s
party were at all times a very select few ; and the influence and
intimidation of the landlord class still retain the greater number
ot this few in their service. The agent at 12 miles distance
referred to by Mr. Ward is a Mrs. Sayers of Dungloe, who has
been doing a little in this way for over fifteen years Her
business in this line, however, is very small, and her workers
have been, at all times,

50

CHIEFLY FROM GWEEDORE.
T hey w ent there last June—yes, and every Ju n e since Mrs.
S a v e r s commenced the business.
B ut I challenge Mr. W ard to
produce the knitter who said th a t she or they were prohibited
from taking the yarn from the agent in Gweedore.

I deny th e allegation, and I assert th a t the liberty of the
subiect to do as they please, is as intact and untram m elled in
Gweedore as it is in D ow npatrick or London. T he cowardice
th a t drove Mr. W ard to w rite in th e S t. James s Gazette instead
of the Derry Journal, in the vain hope th a t readers in Gweedore
would never hear of it, m ay cause some not to use their liberty.
I f there are such, and I am not aware th a t there are, they may
blam e themselves.
T he reference by Mr. W ard to the distance travelled by the
women of Gweedore, is intended to aggravate the alleged evil
which drives them to such trouble and labour, to obtain what
they m ight get at home.
Did the customers of Mrs. Sayers, in Dungloe, ever get any
work from the landlord agency a t Bunbeg, or did the supply from
Bunbeg. small, occasional and spasmodic a s it always was, ever
fully absorb the labour of the few who get it ? Did this m uchtalked of supply from Bunbeg ever engage the one-twentieth of
the k n itte rs of Gweedore for the one-twelfth p art of the year .
Is it not a fact th a t even a t the present time, w ith yarn coming
into the district from ten or twelve sources the em p lo y m en ts
very partial and occasional ? I t has been always usual " i th the
knitters of Gweedore to travel to Dungloe for yarn, yes, and to
Doochary, eight miles further off, and even occasionally further
stm
T hey are a thrifty class, and rath er than be idle and not
earnino- they would travel twenty, aye forty miles, to get yarn, if
E
were sure of finding it at th a t distance. I hope English
readers are sufficiently instructed on Irish affairs, to attach little
Importance to w riters like Mr. W ard. I shall be very much
nleased if you will be able to secure insertion m th e St. Jam fss
K Ï Ï S t o this letter, as it exposes the facts which Mr. W ard
studiously suppressed.
I remain, very truly,
JA M E S M 'FA D D E N , P.P.
Gweedore, Co. Donegal, October, 1885.
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Statement in reply to the evidence of the Honourable SOMER
SET WARD, on th e H ILL property in Gweedore, before th e
Cowper Commission in Belfast.
The Honourable S o m e r s e t W a r d , the then Agent of the Hill Estate,
gave evidence before the Cowper Commission in Belfast, on the *28th
October, 1886, as to the Gweedore property. The Secretary of the Com
mission sent proofs of evidence to me for my views thereon. On the 7th
January, 1887, I wrote, in reply, to the following effect
Ao. 11.

Statem ent o f Rev. J a m e s M ‘F a d d e n , P.P., o f Gweedore,i n reply
to the evidence o f the Hon. S o j í e r s e t W a r d . — Pane 245 , questions 8373
to 8581.

“ The Secretary,”
Royal Commission on Land Acts.
Sir I have to thank you for receipt of portion of the evidence of the
Hon. Mr. Ward, touching the Hill property in the district.
The drift and nature of the Hon. Mr. Ward's evidence surprised me
exceedingly. I would have hoped th at the Hon. Mr. Ward would have
acquainted himself fully with the matters with which he undertook to deal,
and that the accuracy of his statements, at least in substance, would be
unquestionable. But his representations are so wonderfully unreal, that
I am forced to conclude that he knows very little, if anything, of the
matters on which he gave such remarkable evidence.
. Ignorance does not excuse him from the grave responsibility of such
misleading evidence, though I feel quite disposed to accord him the indul
gence due to one who rashly and unthoughtfully dares to give solemn
evidence on a subject of which he shows utter ignorance.
I am now accustomed to a large amount of misrepresentations from
the class to which the Hon. Mr. Ward belongs ; and for his aspersions I
was quite prepared. But that he was not justified in his reflections will
appear as I proceed.
I cannot possibly deal witli every clause and sentence of the Hon Mr
Ward's evidence, but 1 will t r y and touch the main questions.
The cuttings sent me are not consecutive and do not embrace all the
questions touching Gweedore, hence 1 feel more or less embarrassed
I
think it very unfair, not to say untrue, for the Hon. Mr. Ward to state
that he tried to get on with me. He simply meant to have his own way
and tried very hard, I admit, to get me to co-operate with him in accom
plishing his aim, or, at all events, not to oppose him. On his visit to me
in December, 1883, I received him very civilly, I thought. My curate
happened to be present, and the Hon. Mr. Ward was accompanied by some
young man. I confess I regarded his language to me and his manner on
that occasion exceedingly imperious and uncompromising. There had
been about fourteen ejectment decrees obtained in June, 1883, which had
not been yet executed. 1883 was a year of great distress in Gweedore
The people were maintained and the crops were put in mainly by charitable
friends. Mrs. Power Lawlor supplied breakfasts for the school children till
the 15th of August ; the Society of Friends had sur plied a large quantity of
potatoes. Ia those circumstances it was natural that the rents would not
be payable out of the produce of the land, and that liberal reductions would
be allowed ; moreover the tenants had been engaged, during the closing
months of '82 and the early months of ’83, in paying the qualifying gale
and taking advantage of Arrears Act, But the Hon. Mr. Ward would not
assent to any terms but his own. which meant no mercy. I consented to
have a deputation of tenants meet him next day, and before that meeting
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lie urgently pressed the point that the tenants must pay either there or at
Lifford, meaning the Court of Quarter Sessions. Following up this threat
the eieetment decrees obtained in June, 1883, were executed in February,
1884 I was enabled, by public charity, to pay amounts required by the
(Sheriff on that occasion. And thirty-six fresh ejectments were issued foi
Quarter Sessions at Lifford, January, 1884.
The tenants defended on
grounds of distress, 1883, &c„ and though Chairman gave decrees for two
years’ rent to November, 1883, yet he directed stay of execution till 1st
June, 1884, on payment of one year’s rent into Court before 11th Februaiy,
1884.’
*
.
Prosecuted tenants managed to correspond with instruction, as to paying
one year’s rent into court, hence, decrees were not available to June
Meantime the term s referred to in this question were agreed to between the
Hon Mr Ward and myself, as between landlord and tenants, and the h ist
cases was dealt with by Court of Sub-Commission. I desire it to
be noted th a t this agreement was the only act of compromise oi anang
ment consented to by the Hon. Mr. Ward, a n d th at the chiet feature of it,
from the tenants standpoint, was the an te-dating of judicial lease
My
earnest conviction th at the court should, from the merits oi the cases, grv
large reductions, determined me at once to accept this arrangement in
of the reductions which I, on behaif of the tenants, urged for.
rangement included the tenants against whom ejectments were Pend^ 8 ™
June. I recommended this arrangement to the tenants, and, as a
nf fact they adopted every available means, including borrowing a
selling ’to carry out the im portant condition for the landlord—the payment
year’s rent. Out of nearly 800 tenants there were only 130
ilpfanlters and the defaulting arose out of sheer inability, except perhaps
a few cases where there were some disputes and misunderstanding between
landlord and tenant.
.
The eiectments obtained in January were not executed, and the landb
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the remaining *204 cases th at had been entered, and by affidavits and othei
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many, who had taken immense trouble to comply with terms of agreement
so far as paying of year’s rent to November, 1882, was concerned, were de
barred of the spirit and letter of the agreement, because they were not
allowed the option of court to fix their rents, the landlord, contrary to the
spirit of the agreement, having put technical objections in the wav which
had cases dismissed.
hundreds of other cases, where sub-division existed, the tenants
thought it useless to go into court, as their cases would certainly be dis
missed Hence no further.steps were taken by them, and they were neces
sitated to accept such reductions as landlord thought fit to grant, or none
at all, and the average reduction allowed by landlord was only about 12 A
per cent, instead of 30 per cent, allowed by Land Court.
These reductions I thought it my duty to advise the tenants not to
accept, for they were insufficient for justice and merits of cases, and the
whole procedure seemed to me at variance with spirit of agreement
At
the same time I told the tenants they might individually deal with the
landlord, and press m each case for reductions similar to those granted bv
the Land Court to their neighbours. Further steps have not been since
taken by tenants, beyond putting this matter before agent, through me in
last December. I enclose original agreement referred to in this statement.
I wish to direct your particular attention to fact that Chief Commis
sioners had specially valuable means to guide them in their decisions,
having had for some of the cases, the opinions and valuations of their own
special valuers, including Mr. Gray, their chief valuer.
Now, according to terms of agreement, the rent due to November 188‘>
was to have been paid in 1884, and it was, with comparatively few excep
tions, which arose out of inability to make up rent in any way. In Decem
ber, 1884 first payment of reduced rent should have been made, consisting
of one and a-half years’, to May, 1884. This was done by nearlv all who
had got rents iixed by Court, and by many others as well. In fact I think
this first payment was well made-many paying, when able to dn ^n’
through 1885 In December, 1885, secondVayi^nt, on reduced scale
V6
1 ”
’ belng one and a_llalf years’ to November, 1885
This 1885 was a ruinous year, and brought on the distress of 1886 in
Gweedore. In December 1885, tenants memorialled, as admitted by the
M°nw V
w eJ\dence’
t0 no effect, except so far as the Hon
Mr. Ward consented to take a half-a-year s rent then, and balance due in
May following.
1X1
Many paid the half-year. Those unable did not pay, but, owina to the
hardships of 1886, none were able to pay balance due to Novemhpi”
At May the Hon. Mr. Ward brought 73 ejectments, affecting 93 families at
bummer Quarter Sessions. In August last they were carried through The
Hon. Mr. Fard gave evidence before you in October. He resigned the
management of the estate late* on. Colonel Dopping, agent to the late Lord
Leitrim, was appointed agent over Gweedore property.
Now, let me state shortly that no concessions were made on the Hill
property by the landlord, except a reduction of 25 per cent., allowed in
December, 1881, on payment of two years’ rents. This concession was onlv
made when military and constabulary were actually marching to carry evic
tions. I consented to this arrangement, and used my influence to tret
tenants to pay, and nearly all who could manage it paid. By this stei>
the Arrears Act, coming in in 1882, was useless for many ón the Hill wo
perty. So much so that the Hon. Mr. Ward, in his evidence in Lifford in
January 1884, stated, in reply to Mr. O’Doherty, solicitor, that the owners
did not lose one-third of a year’s income from the estate by the operation of
the Arrears Act. I lay special stress on this, as so much has been said
about the Arrears Act,
^
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Notwithstanding the recognised distressfuluess of the past five years
the landlord did-not sacrifice a penny of his rent, except the little tluU he
h id been obliged to yield by the operation of the law—the arrears that have
accumulated to the present time, being about two years’ rent at least, have
so accumulated mainly by the way in which the Hon. Mi-- Ward managed
the estate and directed the collection of rent. In November, 188o, tlieie
were one and a-half years’ rents due. December I 880 , instead of granting
reductions as requested, he consented to accept a half-year s rent then.
Further payments since were rendered impossible by the distressful jeai oi
1886, hence two years’ generally due in November, 1886.
0 0 7 7 _jn reference to this question, I desire to state that the lion. Mr.
Wnrd stated in Lifford, before Court, in January, 1884, that gross rent oi
estate was about £ 1 ,692 , that agricultural rental of native tenants, exclud
ing colonists, imported by Lord George Hill, or other settlers, was over
£ 1 ’1Now the old rental of the estate in the hands of Lord George Hill, was
o+o+Pfl n^Commission of Inquiry in House of Commons m I 808 , accoiding
to evidence of his own landsteward and general manager, to have been only
£ 472 (see question 7182 of report of this inquiry). Ihe old rent of portion,
subsequently purchased, that is Knockastoler property, was £27 I Os.
Hence gross old rent of estate would not equal £o00; yet same ebtate uas
made by LokI George Hill to yield over £1,100 agricultural rent, and
£ 1 700 gross rent. Take, m connection with this, admission
Lord George Hill himself, that 12,000 acres of this mountain pasture was
cut off from them and called “ my share” (meaning the landloid s share),
without a 6d compensation, but on the contrary almost tripling re
besides
y o u will estimate the value of to “ improve the people,
as
stated bythe Hon. Mr. Ward in question 8602, as motive actuating Loid
George Hill in purchasing
Question 8409.—Migration is not at all so remunerative or reliable
of earning money now as it was. The chance of getting employrn)mt is exceedingly precarious, and many leave home in search of
om nlovment and are obliged to obtain, in charity or by loan from some
’return passage fare. Glasgow is the centre to which our
labourers congregate and they scatter out to Wishaw, Coatbridge,
S y
&c., andin harvest they proceed to Northumberland (m England).
Thev never go to Liverpool or Manchester, and it is a
ignorance of the habits of the people on the part o£ the Hon. Mr. Ward
n e a r l y
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„ „1 naive dealing in 1885 to the League or the agrarian dilhculty. It
the result of the action of the landlord and his party, in the
\ r nf the election of Poor Law Guardians. There was also a nvel
lotrv established by the benevolent Mrs. Hart which offered much
S o re remuneration and general employment in knitting, &c., than
anything that had ever previously existed.
As n r e s i d e n t of the National League, I must emphatically deny
^ vone was ever “ prohibited” by the League from taking yarn,
or doin/anything they pleased, and as a matter of fact they did as they
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pleaTbe industry now proceeding under Mrs. Hart gives over £1,000
♦wff Bvnolovment for the year. In its palmiest days the wont given
Messrs AUen and Solly would not ekceed a yearly average of over
out by Messrs. A lien auu D ,
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weedore • and it should not be overlooked that a very
connection w^h^xweed
,
E o sse s-a totally different parish
“—obtain
X ta ^ vyarn
tn T r o m the landlord’s sub-agent, who is the agent for
Messers. Allen and bony.

Question 84*27.—The holding sold by me to Daniel O’Donnell—who
had then recently returned from America, and had about £3,000 in gold
when he touched Irish soil—contained 16 acres 1 rood and 10 perches,
instead of four or five acres, as the Hon. Mr. Ward stated; 1 never
burned the land, and there was none of it reclaimed by me; the
enclosed arable portion of it is between seven and eight acres—the price
ran up owing to the competition between two returned Americans,
O’Donnell and M‘Govern. The higher the value of the tenant’s interest,
the less will be the interest of the landlord. This holding was parochial
property sold by me with consent of bishop, and the transaction did
not bring a farthing into my pocket.
Question 8439.—I never got £60, or so far as I recollect any money
towards the distress fund from lessees of fishery; I own having received
some aid from them towards Gweedore Flood Disaster Fund in 1880. I
never got such a letter as the Hon. Mr. Ward gives extracts from ; I
believe I got one letter, but it was not to the effect alleged by any
means ; the arrangement with Liverpool steamer was a free choice ;
the lessees could have got plenty of carts to do their work if they liked.
The lessees unnecessarily arranged to have their fish carted away to
Derry on Sundays, and I felt bound to protest as a matter of duty, and
the carriers refused to continue carting on Sundays. As a consequence
the steamer was utilised.
8440.—The day’s wages for fishermen at best, was only at rate of 2s. ;
and only five men discontinued the fishing in 1885, two of whom were
old and any longer unfit for the work, one a shoemaker, the other a
butcher, and one a widower, who had no one but himself to mind his
home and place, and who was in any case engaged but for five or six
weeks on a sort of emergency boat when supply of fish was good, and
like the case of knitting, no one was ever prohibited from working, and,
as a matter of fact men freely took on the work for the first tim e’with
out being in the least molested or annoyed. The non-payment and the
irregular payment of rents in the past six years arose from the exceptional
severity of the years, and the inflexible management of the estate. In
any case in which the landlord acted reasonably, or in a conciliatory
way, I invariably co-operated, and to his advantage too. This year
tenants are prepared to make extreme efforts if reduction be «ranted *
therefore, reply to this question is not true.
8448.—I always publicly offered to buy at ten years’ purchase of a
fair rent.
8452.—The case referred to in this question is that of a widow, Magey
Coll, of Dore. The sub-division had been sanctioned previously’by Mr.
Exham, and the objection of the Hon. Mr. Ward at hearing of case be
fore the Land Commission, on ground of sub-division, was over ruled
and a fair rent fixed. I only arranged between brother and sister as to
direction and line the mearing should take ; I generally take part in
arranging family disputes among my people.
The insinuation therefore in this question is malicious, and the grounds
are utterly baseless, and Captain Ward knew this when he said_“ In
that case he did, alleging that I encouraged sub-division.
8461.—This is a false statement ; so are all the statements conveying
that the tenants burned the land to the rock. I have never seen it
There is, on the fresh bog and on the deep bog lands, a process of heat
ing resorted to in spring, that is, towards tho end of April, and in the
first half of May ; the piles of earth are never allowed to burn out into a
fire, but combustion is kept stopped up within mass, by which all is
heated, and a chemical action stimulating first growth is carried on
The heated earth—not ashes—is scattered and crop put in.

o0
Anyone knowing the time of preparing land in Gweedore must laugh
at the ignorance of the Hon. Mr. Ward, who states that this preparation
is going on in February.
Questions 8452 and 8458.—On the case of subdivision here represented
as done at my instance, I wish to add a few more remarks. In the
judgment delivered by Court of Sub-Commission, at Bunbeg, on the 28th
of July, 1884, Mr. Bourke made special mention of this particular case
in these words:—“ In Magey Coll’s case, having received no reply from
the late agent to the letters I wrote (as agreed on in Court) to him as to
permission to subdivide this farm, we take Rose Gallagher’s evidence as
correct, that Mr. Exham gave permission to subdivide this farm, and
we have fixed the judicial rent.”
The Hon. Mr. Ward, no doubt, saw this judgment, and in face of this
1 cannot understand how he could give such evidence as he has given con
sistently with truth and honesty. More surprising still, he led the Com
mission to believe that this holding contained “ not more than three
acres,” whereas the area agreed upon for this farm is exactly 37a. lr. 18p.
I desire also to point out that the statement of the Hon. Mr. Ward,
under question 84G0, is entirely without foundation—namely, “ They
burn the surface of it every year until they get to the |rock, and then go
Bomewhere else.”
I am sorry to have to say that the whole evidence of the Hon.
Somerset Ward, so far as the extracts sent to me enable me to speak is
entirely unreliable, misleading, and at variance with fact. _ This arises
probably from his want of knowledge of the subject. He evidently does
not know the estate or the lives and habits of its tenants. This is not
surprising, as in all probability he may not have spent two months of
his life there altogether, and the most of that, in all likelihood, as a
tourist or pleasure-Seeker. Mr. Murphy made the points referred to by
the Hon. Mr. Ward, and many more at hearing of land cases ; but the
Court had reason to believe that he was misinformed or mistaken. All
agree that burning is not only useful but necessary for reclamation of
deep bo**. It was admitted at inquiry in 1858 that the reclamation of
moors around the Gweedore Hotel cost £14 per acre, and the reclama
tion on most lands through the district was more difficult.
Anyone living amongst the people knows the toil and labour they
undergo in providing manure from sea and from mire, and from all
available means about the homestead; and it imperfectly ridiculous to
say that earth itself supplies “ soil and manure.”
y46gf_The warefare commenced when first Lord George Hill put foot
in Gweedore (see Blue Book of 1858).
Tiord George Hill himself states—question 6792—“ There was about
12 000 acres cut off, and called my share.” 6 1 8 5 -“ Steps were taken to
oblige them to pay.” 6929- “ I found it necessary to put the whole of
the tenantry under a notice to quit,” <fcc. Reply to question put to J.
Cruice, Sub-Inspector, 8079, &o., “ Yes, enormous outrages.
There were additional police forces, there were magisterial inquiries,
fbpvp was driving for rent. The first warrant for sheep tax was for
£1 200 This was during times of disturbance on Adair property. Behoid the veracity and accuracy of the Hon. Mr. Ward, “ That profound
peace prevailed but for me.”
8472.-1 am only thirteen years in Gweedore, not seventeen or
eighteen^
character for maintaining the landlords and sup
portingtheir starving tenants, and obtaining through chantable means
monies to pay rents and costs and keep roof over their heads.
The
protestant clergyman stated to myself and curate that the landlords

5r
should subscribe for me a testimonial for my service to them in this w&Vi
I mentioned those matters on occasion referred to and for support ap
pealed to people present if this was not true—they said, “ Y es/’
but they did not use the words given by the Hon. Mr. Ward, and
they did not express their assent as to shooting, because of this
they knew nothing, and I did not ask for their view on it, though I
stated that in this way too the landlord party stood indebted to me as I
got the information which, in the warmth of the moment, I volunteered
from one or two persons.
?.4l 7: ~ ? he so call.e d. “ Squaring of farms” brought incurable ruin on
the district in the spoliation and rack-renting that followed, and the whole
process cost landlord, according to himself, only £600.
8468.—I should say at question 8468 that in the district of the
Rosses, where the condition of the people, for the most part, much the
same as in Gweedore, the different landlords granted to all four shillings
in the pound of reduction for judicial periods outside Court, and they
granted besides twenty per cent, last year, and are doing the same this
year. Perhaps this explains the favourable contrast made by the Hon.
Mr. Ward. In my honest opinion misery, poverty, and discontent settled
in Gweedore with the advent of speculators like Lord George Hill This
evil has festered ever since. It will take a drastic remedy to cure; and
happiness, peace, and contentment will onlv come when these gentlemen
and their successors will cease to own the land of Gweedore, for I do not
believe that it is possible for their nature to allow them to deal honestly
justly, and sympathetically with the poor suffering people.
I enclose several cuttings, Ac., which you wifi please return when
used.
Yours, respectfully,
JAMES M‘FADDEN, P.P.
P.S.—I should observe that for the past six years I have been the
channel of conveying to the poor people of this locality about £6 000 in
food and seed, and clothing ; and that in the year, just ended, I expended
£ 1,000 in the same way, but mainly in procuring seed potatoes.
J

am es

M ‘F

ad d f. n

,

P .P .

No. 11.—Paper referred to by th e Rev. JA M ES M'FADDEN.
Memo, of Agreement between Captain Ward on behalf of Captain Hill*
and Rev. Jamès M‘Fadden, P.P., on behalf of the Gweedore tenants’
1. Cases in which Originating Notices have been served by the tenants’
to be decided by Court, or by consent, at the option of the'tenants after
decisions are given in the cases now listed.
2 . In cases, when no application has as yet been made to the Land
Commission, the judicial rent to be settled bv consent, or bv the P n n r f
at the option of either party.
"
’
8 . Judicial rents thus fixed by the Court, or by consent, to take effect
from 1st November, 188*2, provided such rents are fixed by consent or
Originating Notices served by the tenant or landlord, as the case may
be, within six months after decisions in the cases now listed are given
by the Sub-Commissioners, or if appealed against by the Land Com
missioners.
4. One year’s rent at the old rate due 1 st November, 1882, to be paid
at the time fixed by the agent of the estate, immediately after the
Land Commissioners, who will arrive next week, leave the district
5. A year and a-half’s rent at new rate, to be paid, at the time ap
pointed by the agent of the estate in the month of December, 1884 and
a year and a-half’s rent at same rate to be paid at the time appointed bv
the agent of the estate in the month of December, 1885.
SOMERSET WARD.
JAMES M‘FADDEN, P P
1st March, 1884.
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Judgment referred to by The Ret. J. M'FADDEN,
(From the Derry Journal , 3rd August, 1885.
T H E IR ISH LAND COMMISSION.—T

h e

G w ee d o re

D is tric t.

Mr. Justice O’Hagan and Mr. Commissioner Litton, Q.C., sat in the
Land Commission Court, Dublin, on Friday, to deliver judgment in
seventy-one cases from the Gweedore district, heard at Bunbeg, county
Donegal, in the early part of July
Judge O’Hagan said—Judgment remains to be given in a very large
number of cases which were heard by us at Bunbeg, county Donegal.
We were urgently requested to sit specially for these cases at Bunbeg, on
the ground that the people could not, without very great difficulty attend
at the assize town of Lifford, where they would be otherwise heard. We
accordingly sat at Bunbeg. The cases before us were cases on the estate
of Mr. Hill, Mr. W. Olpherts, and, I think, on Mr. Stewart’s ; but, by
far the largest number were 011 the estate of Captain Hill. Now, the
place, Gweedore, in the West of Donegal, is very well known to fame ;
it is a wild and romantic district, and the soil is, for the most part, turf
resting on granite. In one of the iownlands there was a difference, and it
was rather a stony soil ; but for the rest of Captain Hill’s estate it ap
peared the soil was altogether turf lying on rock. The question raised
before us whether the turf could be considered a distinct element of value.
Turf, there, I need hardly say, is of great value ; the cultivation is not,
as it is in very many cases, of a cut away bog, but it is upon the turf
bank itself, and it was stated that if the bog was wholly cut away there
would be nothing remaining in the nature of soil on which to grow
crops.
But upon the turf, potatoes are grown, and oats ; and there
is, in addition, of course, the turf for fuel, and there is mountain
grazing for their cattle.
It was contended strongly by the solicitor
for the tenants that we could not regard it as a distinct element
of value, inasmuch as if it were not for existance of the turf the
place would be wholly uninhabitable. In our opinion, we must take the
holdings as they are, with all their conveniences. Lord George Hill bought
this property fifty years ago, when the holdings were in rundale, and his
idea was to change "this system into the ordinary tenure. It was argued too
that the people^ were not prepared for this change, and that they were
better off under the old system ; but we cannot doubt that the change
was from a more primitive to a better system. 1 he people were admittedly
an industrious people ; and we, having heard the evidence very fully, came
to the conclusion that they were an honest and veracious people, ih e
gentlemen who conducted the cases for the landlord and tenants conducted
them with as admirable temper and discretion as we ever remember to
have met in any part of the country. I will only add that both the kubCommissioners"and ourselves in very many cases made alterations m the
rent either by raising them or by lowering them, which may seem very
trifling, only a few shillings; but as I have had occasion. 011 several other
instances, (everything is comparitive) and where a rent is only itselt los
or 18s., of course a rise or a reduction of a few shillings is, comparatively
speaking, the same as it would be in the case of pounds if the rents was
mentioned in pounds ; so that although we generally avoid as far as we can
making minute alterations, yet we cannot consider the alterations minute,
having regard to the extreme poorness of the tenantry and the amount ot
rents.
Judge O’Hagan delivered the judgments as follows
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Old Bent.
£ s d
5 10
4 0

Judicial Rent.
£ 8 d

Confirmed
19 0
Charles Boyle,..
F. Boyle,
Beduced to 18s
1 1 0
O. Boyle,
Dismissed : not in occu.
Dismissed :
do,
Owen Boyle
0. Boyle,
Confirmed.
12 6
0 19 0
Confirmed.
0. Boyle,
1 15 0
16 0
3 12 0
O. Boyle,
Confirmed.
2 11 0
10 0
P. Boyle,
Confirmed.
0 12 6
1 14 8
James Boyle,
Raised to £1 4s
0 19 0
F. M. Boyle,
2 11 0
4 17 0
Raised to £2 17s
Paddy Boyle,
Confirmed.
16 0
2 6 8
Raised to £1 Is.
1 10 0
James Boyle, sen
0 18 0
1). Gallagher,
0 9 6
1 5 0
Raised to i3s.
Manus Gallagher
1 10 0
0 18 0
Confirmed.
James Gallagher,
3 12 0
2 16 0
Confirmed.
Widow M. Gallagher,
0 16 0
1 4 9
Confirmed.
Hugh Gallagher,
2 1 3
1 17 0
Confirmed
Con Gallagher,
1 6 8
1 9 0
Confirmed
Owen Gallagher,
1 0
0
0 15 0
Reduced to 13s.
Widow H. Gallagher, .. 1 13 6
1 11 0
Confirmed.
H. Gallagher,
1 14 8
1 5 0
Confirmed.
William Gallagher.
0 10 0
0 13 0
Confirmed
Charles M*Hugh,
3 1(V 10
2 0 0
Raised to £2 6 s
P, Curran,
1 5 6
1 15 4
Confirmed.
S. M‘Gee,
1 11 0
2 16 0
Confirmed.
.lames M‘Gee,
1 4 6
1 13 9
Reduced to £1 2s.
D. M‘Garvey,
0 16 0
0 10 0
Confirmed.
H. M*Geehau,
0 9 6
0 15 0.
Confirmed.
1 2 6
1 2 6
M, M‘Fadden,
Reduced to £1.
0 17 0
I 1 0
Corn. Gallagher.
Confirmed.
D. Gallagher,
2 13 1
1 17 0
Confirmed.
A. Gallagher,
0 12 0
0 10 0
Confirmed.
J, Green,
2 10 0
1 7 0
Confirmed.
2 5 0
1 2 6
James Gillespie,
liaised to £ 1 10 s.
1 5 0
.1. O’Donnell,
1 12 0
Confirmed.
1 4 0
1 0
0
P. O’Donnell,
Confirmed.
N. O’Donnell,
1 10 0
2 2 9
Confirmed.
2 6 8
1 12 0
H. O’Donnell,
Confirmed.
0 14 0
D. O'Donnell,
0 10 6
Confirmed.
2 8 6
1 5 0
M. O’Donnell,
Confirmed.
1 6 3
0 19 0
B. O’Donnell,
Confirmed.
1 4 0
0 16 6
A. O’Donnell,
Confirmed.
1 16 0
1 5 6
G. O’Donnell,
Confirmed.
1 8 6
0 18 6
B. O’Donnell,
Confirmed.
Art. O’Donnell,
Adjourned.
2 10 6
1 18 6
0 . Doherty,
Confirmed.
2 0 0
1 9 9
J. Doherty,
Confirmed.
1 7 0
H. Doherty,
1 2
0
Reduced to 18s.
0 10 0
0 12 6
H. Doherty,
Confirmed.
2 10 0
1 7 6
D. Doherty,
Confirmed.
2 0 0
1 2 6
M. Doogan,
Confirmed.
0 17 0
1 3 4
A. Doogan,
Reduced to 15s.
2 6 li
J. Doogan,
2 16 8
Reduced to £2.
3 18 2
2 8 6
Riased to £2 12 s
P. Doogan,.
2 5 4
I 4 6
C. Doogan,
Confirmed.
The total change on appeal in th? se\enty-one cases is a reduction of
£1 5s tid, and on the fifty-tour cases on Captain Hill’s estates is only an
increase of 9s 6d,
H
. .

. .

«

ESTATE OF WYBRANTS OLPHERT,
More especially that portion of it within the Parish of
Gweedore.
According to T hom ’s A lm anac of 1887, W ybrants O lphert
is landlord of 18,133 acres, the valuation of which, including
buildings, is only £ 1 ,8 0 2 , or about thirteen pence per acre.
T he m anagem ent of this estate has attracted much attention during recent years. B u t the estate has come into noto
riety now not for the first time.
W jbrants Olphert took an
im p o rtan t p a rt in the war th a t was waged between the people
and the landlords of Gweedore and Clohaneely, in
T H E M EM O R A B LE DAYS O F ’58.
In the conspiracy of landlords then created to appropriate and
confiscate the im m em orial rights of the tenants, he stood in
im portance next to Lord George H ill.
He gave valuable
evidence, from the tenants point of view, before the
Com
m ittee of the House of Commons in ’58.H e then adm itted
th a t he had taken 2,000 acres of m ountain grazing from the
tenants of K eeldrum , and in extenuation of his crime, he added,
“ I F I H A D T A K E N 5,000 A CR ES M ORE FROM T H E M
I W O U L D H A V E L E F T T H E M P L E N T Y !”
I t is not surprising th a t m en guided by such loose principles
of “ m ine and thine” do extraordinary things. On th a t occa
sion he also said th a t the tenants had
A COMMONAGE O F 0,000 ACRES.
B ut he has not since recognised the existence of this
com
monage. He repudiated it at the hearing of the land cases
before the C ourt of Sub-Commission in '84, and a few weeks
n"o the err/erijrency men. now in his service, drove the tenants’
s!k*ep Irum the same commonage to the newly constituted
Pound Jat Ardsmore.
.
Mu. Olphert repudiates all pre-existing rights and privileges
of his tenants. He denies th a t they held the grazing rights of
extensive mountain tracts. He denies th a t they had the right
of turbary, as in the case of the tenants ot the Island ot Innisbofin.
Of course

«

fil

THE LANDLORD LAW OF THE DAY
will support him. I t was always so : and will be so, 1 suppose,
until the citadel of landlordism crumbles to the ground. B ut 1
should be very glad to know how it comes th a t those tenants
were the recoguised occupiers and usors ot* those rights in '58,
aud th at the Government Officials returned their names iii the
official public records as such, if they were not really in occupation
ot, and really using those rights ? And if they had a legal title
to those rights in those days, how did they loose the title or how
was it filched from them ?
I t is undoubted th a t the tenants of Keeldrum Upper held
in common 8053a. 2r. 30p. of Mountain Grazing, when Sir
R ichard Griffith made the last General Valuation of Ireland
about 30 V
years ago.
G
Daniel Gallagher is the first householder entered in Griffith’s
Valuation under the townland of Upper Keeldrum, his fellow
tenants follow after him in order with the aiea in their
own exclusive occupation ; and at the end of the list there is the
following entry :—
4< Daniel Gallagher & P artners—M ountain— 3053a. 2r. 30p.” Î !
Again I fiud the samo to be the case as to M agheraroarty
Mountain. This mountain belonged at this time to the tenants
of the Townland of Magheraroarty.
Because in Griffith's
Valuation, under the Townland of M agheraroarty, there is the
following entry : —
** Michael M Tadden, aud others—Mountain— 1003a. Or. lip .” ! !
Now Michael M‘Fadden was then the first tenant in the Townlaud
of M agheraroarty.
Besides, the people still point to the site of the

HUTS o k TH E MOUNTAIN SIDE,
to which the tenants were in the habit of migrating with their
stock in the Summer months.
There is also under the Townland of Meenlaragh, in Griffith’s
^ aluation, the following entry :—
“ John Coll, (more Denis) and others— Bog—30a. 2r. 30p.” !!
Now John Coll was at that time the first tenant
books from the townland of lunisboiiu Island.
this bog that the poor tenants of Innisbofin are
t he forces of tin* Crown as if they were robbers ;
turf cut on this bog that are cut up aud

entered on the
And it is from
now driven by
and it is their

TRAMPED INTO BOG HOLES
at the present time by emergencymen, protected by police ! The
landlord does not go to the trouble of evicting them out of their
occupation, nor does the Crown or the law require him to do so.
The law and the Crown allow him to proceed by main force and
violence, and protect him in doing so ! I This is an extraordinary
condition of facts that needs explanation.
T here are some m atters in controvesy about th is estate,
b u t they have no bearing on the ease of the tenants. The
friends of the landlord were exceedingly glad to get an
opportunity of rid in g off on a side issue upon the question of
w hat the estate originally cost. T he question for the tenant to
consider is, w hether he is and has been for years paying a
rack-rent—w hether he has been ruthlessly deprived of his
rig h ts —and w hether he is outrageously treated by his landlord
in being thown on the street, aud openly robbed of all he
possesses, because of the 11011-paym ent of

AN UNFAIR AND UNJUST RENT,
I have certainly a distinct recollection of hearing Mr.
R obert O lphert stating in Falcarragh, in June, '84, before the
C ourt of L and Sub-Commission, th a t the gross income of the
estate was about £2,200. I am sure Mr. Robert O lphert will
not deny this. I t is now contended th a t the estate is worth
little or nothing to the landlord—th a t the n e tt rent from it
is nearer £ 3 0 0 ! th en any other sum th a t could be named.
Mr. R obert O lphert, w riting to a M r. B aker, of Clacton-onSea, under date 80th A pril, ’89, states in reference to his
father’s income from the estate—“ H is (M r. O lphert’s) m argin
in the best of times is probably nearer £ 3 0 0 than any sum
I could n a m e /’

WHY NOT SELL ON THE BASIS OF THIS NET RENT
and I have 110 doubt, th a t the tenants will pay *20 years purchase
for the entire estate on the basis of £300. I f a man robs me of
£20, w hat m atter to me w hat he does w ith it. W hat he does w ith
it does not excuse him or relieve me. I am wronged all the same.
In a letter to the “ E ast Anglican Tim es” of 28th June, 1889, Mr. T.
W . Russell mentions 13 townlands purchased by die Olphert family
since the purchase of the original grant from Captain ot Culmore
about 1013. I have not the slightest doubt th a t the original grant
made to H arte under the U lster Plantation included all the
Olphert E state, except Lower Baltoney, Cashel, Devlin. In tact
included more, because the Olphert family, if I m istake not,
parted w ith some of their property about Carrowcannon. Mr.
Russell furnishes a list of 13 towolauds,

BUT IT IS

BOGUS LTST

He gives the townland first, then lie gives a local sub-denomination of same towland next as a distinct townland. By this
process
HE MAKES 13 OUT OF 8 !
Though it is entirely im m aterial, perhaps Mr. Russell may
be able to find out when was Meenlaragh and Glasserclioo
purchased, and who were the previous owners, if they were
not included in the purchase a t £300, subject to a Crown rent of
£ 8 from H arte in 1613.
Of course the O lphert estate is cut up now. My rem arks
apply to the condition of things in ’84. Since th at time Mr.
Robert Olphert managed to sell Lower Baltoney at the
E X T R O A R D IN A R Y P R IC E OF 19 Y EA R S
PU R C H A SE
of a rent fixed by the landlord him self! These are not yet
peasant proprietors: they are only now tenants to the Crown and
they are hardly yet two years under their new m asters. I hope
they will benefit by th eir blind impetuosity, but I certainly very
much doubt it.
I
also find that Upper K eelarum is now in hands of Messrs.
Robert & Albert Olphert. So it is difficult to determine now
which is which on the O lphert estate.

THE ACT OF ’81 W AS SIM PLY STRA N G LED
on this estate. There was undoubtedly a great effort made to
deter the tenant from going into court.
Janies Gallagher of
of Cashel, whose ren t was £ 6 13s 4d, was the first tenant on the
Olphert estate th at took courage to go into Court. H e served an
orginating notice in March ’82, and by some mysterious cause his
case was not heard until M a r c h ’84. He himself told me
frequently of the extraordinary pressure put upon him by landlord
to settle out of Court and not go on, that he would be overwhelmed
with cost, and th a t he the (landlord) would appeal. Gallagher
went on notwithstanding and got his rent reduced to £ 4 10s. The
landlord appealed, as he had previously threatened, and the
A PPE A L COURT R E D U C E D T H E R E N T S T IL L
F U R T H E R TO FOUR POUNDS Î
But the bulk of the tenants did not fare so well as (lallagher.
While pressure was being put upon the tenants not to go into Court,

SETTLEMENTS OUT OF COURT WERE OFFERED
and m any of tham in tlieir blindness and ignorance agreed to accept
the term s of these settlem ents. These settlem ents offered, I think,
an average of 12£ per cent, reduction on th e old ren t, but under
them the te n a n ts blindly signed away im portant and vital rig h ts,
as the term s of the settlem ent herew ith given show. The copies
th a t I saw did not even specify the area ou which re n t was fixed
w hen the ten an ts’ signature was asked to be attached, so that as a
m a tte r of fact
A N Y AREA. M IG H T B E F IL L E D

IN

SU BSEQ U EN TLY .

H ere are th e term s of the agreem ent
“ We hereby agree and declare th a t £ ------ yearly is now the
fair ren t of the above holding, and we apply to th e L an d Commis
sion Court to file this agreem ent to the intent th a t the said ren t of
£ ------ m ay be the judicial ren t of the holding,
T H E T E N A N T TO PA Y A L L COUNTY CESS,
and the landlord requires, th a t as between the landlord and tenant,
the rig h t of shooting and tak in g game, and fishing and taking fish,
shall belong exclusively to the landlord, subject to the provisions of
the G round Came Act of 1880,
As also the riffht to Turhanj and Sea IVeal."
The italics are mine. I th iu k about 100 such agreem ents were
signed over the entire estate.
About 140 cases on this estate were entered in the L and Court
and dealt w ith in July, 1881. T he tim e for inspecting the holdings
was very adroitly fixed for Ju ly , when the poor lauds look
bloomiest. Mr. Olphert, himself, J .P . and D .L., managed to ac
company the Sub-Commissioners when inspecting the holdings— v
this, of course, lie was legally entitled to do—the poor tenant
despondingly loitered behind, while the D .L . was eloquent in
describing the excellence ot the soil, &c.
Mr. Olphert did not
hesitate to bring luxuries on h is car for the Sub-Commissioners to
enjoy at th eir aftercourse at dinner. These things occurring under
the eyes of the tenants
D ISCO U RA G ED T H E T EN A N T S, AND D ESTR O Y ED
T H E IR C O N FID E N C E
in the im partiality of the ju dgm en ts to follow, uud so it turned out
th a t the reductions granted were a far way oil the reductions
granted in Gweedore. The gross rent of the 117 cases in Clohaneely was £340 14s *d, and it was reduced to £250 16s Id,
or 23 per cent. oil.

fi5

Tt should be noted that these cases were dealt with by the
Sub-Commission, as it was reconstructed in deference to the
landlord cry. Mr. Mahon v was the only tenants’ friend on tho
Sub-Commission, and out of 117 cases he
DIFFERED FROM H IS C O LLEA G U ES IN FOUTY-EIGHT,
and would insist on allowing a much greater reduction,
overborne, of course, by the landlord majority.

lie was

T H E G W E E D O R E PO R T IO N OF T H E O L P H E R T
ESTATE.
A considerable portion of the Olphert estate lies within the
Parish of Gweedore; but, if I except the district popularly known
as Glasserchoo, there are only five tenants in Gweedore under Mr.
Olphert. Four of them inhabit part of Fawnaboy close by the
base ot storm-stained E rrigal, and one adjoins th e Hill property
011 a portion of the mountain or moor of Upper Keeldrum. In the
remarks I am about to make, I shall confine myself to
Glasserchoo, made notorious in recent years by being the scene on
more than one occasion of ruthless exictions on the part of the
landlord. The clearance of th at district in Ju ly ’84, after its
people had been maintained by public charity, and the crops had
been mainly planted by seed supplied from the same source in the
previous distressful year o f ’83, is still vividly pfesent to the minds
ot the people of the locality and of the public generally. The poor
people were in chat year "
C RU ELLY TH R O W N ON T H E ROAD SID E
and were left to perish in the ditches, where they huddled for
shelter for eight days, so far as the landlord was concerned, and
so far as the Board of Guardians of the poor, of which the landlord
was then and is still the Chairman, were concerned. This “ pink
of perfection” Board, inspired, no doubt, by the Chairman who
dominates it, not only neglected their primary du tv, but actually
refused to send their Relieving Officer to* visit those pitiable
creatures after their eviction, and to investigate their condition
and report on it. Even more, they refused to supply conveyances
for the transport to the W orkhouse—20 miles away—of the old
and infirm, and helpless children ; and when others did provide
carts to do so those model Guardians of the Poor refused to pay
the cost. And, wheu the poor evicted tenants of Glasserchoo
found their way to the Workhouse, those same Guardian? headed
by their Chairman, the landlord, soon contrived sin excuse for
expelling them from the Workhouse and throwing them again
adrift, shelterless on the bleak cold world.
Blessed for ever be God who never deserts His own poor!
A noble charitable

*

CP.

PUBLIC CAME FORWARD AND BEFRIENDED THOSE
S U F F E R IN G P E O P L E ,
and after a short time I was enabled to pay to the landlord his full
forfeit of re n t and costs and to re-instate again in humble houses
those afflicted families. I t is impossible to express the blissful joy
and happiness of the rostorution, b u t it was charity did it, and
m ay tho rew ard fall a thousandfold where it is due, as I am sure
' W'ít is worthy of rem ark th a t this happy issue was largely due
to the w arm -hearted sym pathy and charitable efforts of a noble
Presbyterian Clergym an whose admirable virtue of doing charity
by stealth, has kept his name, in this connection, still unknown to
the world.
^
AT A L L T IM E S A S T R U G G L E F O R B A R E L I F E .
Times did not improve for the poor peasants of Glasserchoo.
Tt was at nil tim es a struggle for lit'e. B ut disastrous seasons and
distressful years made the effort too unequal. ’83 came suddenly
on the wake of ’70, and ’8(1 on the wake of 83 and all these years
were years of b itte r suffering and hardships forthem. and but tor the
sustaining hand of charity they would have sunk under the ordeal
T he potatoe crop was a good average in 87, but the prices of
ag ricu ltu ral products had alm ost touched bottom.
1 hrough all
those years appeal' after appeal was made to the landlord, but he
seemed to mock at, th eir helplessness. Weary ot patience and ong
suffering and driven alm ost to desperation the people took the bold
decisive step in ’87, which led up to the present condition of things
by which the landlord seems determ ined to destroy not only
Glasserchoo, b u t his whole estate, notw ithstanding th a t he must
feel convinced in his heart th a t by doing so, he m ust also destroy
him self and all who depsndupon him .
GLA SHERCOO .
The district popularly known as Glashercoo and forming
the portion of the O lphert estate in Gweedore w ith which I am
dealing, comprises Glasserchoo with its two sub-denominations
Bunaninver and L etcata, part of Derrvconuor and Magheraroar y
m ountain. Form erly it was an uncultivated traf o f “
^
and moor without any inhabitants, and was used n common as
a grazing ground by the adjoining townlands ot Magheraroarty,
M een íárasí and Derryconnor. The rent of it then was included
in the ren t payable by those townlands. Hence an) occupation
$ it now, or at any time, is an appropriation of the “
mvg*
rights of those townlands, and any rent paid in « ^ d e i n °i ol
that occupation is an unw arranted increase on the rent
upon iT I t is unnecessary ro say here th at the landlords never
expended a farthing in money or in labour or improvement on
this waste of moor and mountain.
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VALUE OF LAND IN NATURAL STATE LESS THAN
ONE PENNY PER ACRE !
One may get an idea of the value of this land iu the condition
in which it was handed over by the landlord to the tenant by
learning the value of portions of it still unreclaimed and u n 
improved. The landlord claims, aud unfairly and unjustly claims
in my mind, to hold in Fee to himself 1,049 acres of Magheraroarty
mountain. Now th irty years ago took place the last general
valuation of Ireland. I t was made by Sir Richard Griffith. The
valuation put upon this 1,049 acres--and there is much of it a
great deal better than portions brought into cultivation by the
tenants—by Sir Richard Griffith is £ 4 —or less than One Penny
per acre !
B U N A N IN V E R OR C U R R A N ’S PO U T— F IR S T RENT 10s.
Now as to the particulars of Rental and num ber of tenants*
Jam es Curran was the first man who inhabited Bunaninver, and
liis rent was then Sixteen Shillings.
I t was after this man th at the bay of the sea adjoining was
called C urran’s P o rt—the people still call it iu Irish “ Jam es
C urran’s P ort.” C urran's Port is an inlet of the sea and not the
name of any tract of land.
The three sons of Jam es Curran, H ugh, Phelimy, aud Owen,
succeeded to him, and there were then in Bunaniuver three
dwellings. Teague M‘Fadden, who is still living, remembers
well th at his house was the fourth house in Bunaninver.
There are now lo families iu it, and the rent of it in ’84
was £ 1 9 3s Od. In only one case has a Judicial Rent been fixed,
the case of Daniel Doohan—his old rent was £ 4 5s, and it was
reduced by the Court of Land Commission in ’84 to £ 8 , so that
the present rental of Bunaninver is £17 18s Od.
L E T CAT A.
Letcata is another sub-denomination of Glasscrchoo. Teague
M ‘Fadden remembers well when his grandfather* Owen M'Fadden,
occupied it all at a rent of £ 1. Owen M'Fadden, was then the only
tenant on it.
There are now four families living on it, and the rent in ’84
was £ 9 7s 6d. One tenant, Roger O’Brien, got his rent of
£ 8 10s Cd reduced by the Land Court in ’84 to £ 2 los Od, so
that the present rent of L etcata is £ 8 10s Gd.
GLASSERCIIOO PR O PE R .
At the marriage of the grandfather oi Philip M‘Gee, who is
a fresh old man of about 60, all this Glasserchoo Proper belonged
to Shane M‘Geady, and Philip M 'G ces grandfather got the half
of it with his wife, the daughter of Shane M‘Geady, as a dowry,
le a g u e M‘Fadden, the oldest man in the district, says that the
rent paid by Shane M‘Geudy was £1 .
l

There are 22 families in it now, and the rent of it in ’84 was
£ 2 1 11s. By the action of the L and C ourt in ’84 in 12 cases
this rent was reduced to £ 1 8 15s 6d, at which it stands now.
P A R T OF D ER R Y C O N N O R .
T his portion of Glasserchoo d istrict was formerly occupied by
one tenant, Daniel M’Cafferty, and more recently by two Philim y
M 'Cafferty and Thom as M'Gcever. They were paying £1 of rent
en ch.
I t is now occupied by 8 families, and the rent of it in ’84 was
£ 8 10s. By action of the L and Court in ’84 £1 11s was taken
oft this figure, leaving the present ren t £ 6 3 9s.
M A G H E R A R O A R T Y M O U N TA IN .
•This townland, as the very name implies, was formerly the
grazing of the townland of M agheraroarty. I t was the custom
then for the tenants to em igrate in the sum m er m onths to this
m ountain side and settle on it in sod huts ior a few months
for the benefit of the stock. The place was not then liable to any
ren t separately. T he rent payable for it was included in the rent
of M agheraroarty. As to the occupation of it subsequently by
tenants, John M‘Geever a young man of about 35 told me th a t he
remembers well to have heard from Daniel M Tafferty an old man
of 80, who died 12 years ago, th a t his (John M‘Geever’s)
grandfather was the first man th a t ever settled on M agheraroarty
m ountain, and th a t in the beginning there was no rent at all
payable for any p art of it as a distinct ren t ; and th a t subsequent
to this m an “ squatting” upon it, the landlord imposed upon him
£ 1 of rent.
There are now 10 families on it, and the ren t of the portion
occupied by the families was in 1881, £ 8 4s. One of tenants,
Neal H eraghty had his rent of £ 1 15s Cd reduced by Land Court
in 84 t q £ l 7s 6d, which leaves the rent payable for the portion
occupied by tenants £ 7 16s.
I n 1854, or thereabouts, the landlord took from the tenants
without compensation, and appropriated to him self 1,049 acres.
This tract is in its prairie, or natural condition, and the annual
valuation put upon it by the Government is £ 4 , or, as
I have already stated less than O ne P e n n y per acre !
W ith regard to this Glasserchoo district, therefore, the
following facts seem to be incontrovertible
1,
—T h at the district was within rather recent times ab
solutely uninhabited.
2 __T hat the adjoining townlands on the Olphert estate
had the right and title to it by grazing, and occupation in
th a t way.
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* 3.—T h a t the earliest settlements upon it consisted of
only four families.
4-—T hat the re n t of the district then was only £5 16s
t — T h a t the re n t payable and paid for 30 years, previous
to November, ’84, was £ 6 9 U s Gd.
0.— T hat there are now 55 families residing in it.
7,—T h at of these 37 are recognised by landlord as tenants,
and th at there are therefore 19 sub-tenams.
8 ,—T hat only 18 of these tenants had their rents fixed
by Court of .Land Commission ; and th at their gross rent,
which was £ 2 8 Os Gd, was reduced to £2 1 2s ; ° o r 25 per
cent, reduction ; whereas, Mr. Mahony, one of the Sub-Commis
sioners, differed from his two colleagues (who were accused of
strong landlord leanings) and would make the reduction 35
per cent.
9,— T hat nineteen tenants and nineteen sub-tenants got no
reductions whatsoever, on the old rack-rents, and th at there is still
payable out of the district the impossible rent of £62 16s 6d.
V A LU E OF LAND IN C R EA SED MOO P E R CENT. BY
TENANTS.
The area of the Glasserchoo district as defined above, is
J ,98o acres.
Of this about <74 acres are in the occupation of
the tenants, and about 1,210 acres are claimed to belong “ in Fee”
to the landlord. T he valuation of the land in occupation of tenants
is about £4 0 , or something over Is per acre.
The valuation of
the portion claimed to be held “ in Fee” by landlord is £ 5 5s, or
about one penny per acre. T he difference in value of the land in
occupation of the tenant and land credited to landlord is the result
of the industry, and labour, and improvements of the tenant. B ut
as the landlords never gave any assistance, in any shape, to the
* I t is a well authenticated fact th at Shane M‘Geady was
the only tenant of Glasserchoo, including Letcata and Bunaninver, about 140 years ago. He had three daughters. One
daughter got married to a man called “ The Connaught Man.”
The second got m arried to Jam es Curran, and the third got
married to Philip M‘Gee’s grandfather. (Philip M‘Gee is now
a hale man of less than 00.) To the first daughter Shane
gave as a portion Letcata, to the second Bunaninver or Cur
ran's Port ; to the third daughter the half of Glasserchoo proper.
I In July, ’83, I had a schedule of tenants and rents of
the Glasserchoo district, from Mr. Olphert himself, in which he
returned names of 37 tenants, and a annual rent of £69 14s Gd.
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tenant to carry out those im provem ents, he deserves nothing in
consideration of the enhanced value created by them. This shows
clearly how fallacious a basis of rent is the G overnm ent valuation.
The lands in occupation of tenants was not a farthing m ore value
in the acre, when the tenants had it, th a n th e land entered as
held “ in Fee” by landlord.
V A R IO U S W AYS O F P IL IN G ON R A C K -R EN TS.
T his R ack-rent of Glasserchoo was piled on in various ways
from tim e to time. I t reached its maximum height in ’66, when
in substitution for “ duty days' the landlord added the last straw
to the already unbearable burden in the shape ot 2s on every
tenant.
.
.
T he first way of increasing the ren t was the increasing of the
num ber of tenants, by sub-dividing the land and putting a sm art
ren t on the new tenant. T his process resulted to Mr. O lphert m
having 37 tenants, where there had been previously nc tenants at
all. T he second way of increasing the rent^and piling the agony
on the tenants was w hat is known as the “ New cut” or New farm
dod^e A. B. C. and D. lield and occupied and used every
sciuare foot of a townlaud X . T he landlord comes and enters
upon the lands of X. held in common by A B. C. and D. and
seizes it w ithout compensation and divides it into new farm s oi
say 8 acres each— and places a rent of £ 1 per year upon this area.
C H A R G IN G T E N A N T S E X O R B IT A N T R E N T S FO R
LAN D W H IC H H A D B E E N A L R E A D Y T H E IR S .
W hich really belonged to A. B. C. & D. and the real value oi
which was only about eight pence, and he invites A. B. 0. & L>.
to come and accept these new farms and pay £ 1 yearly for them or
if they do not others will- Lest strangers would come in and
give trouble in the hitherto quiet and peaceable neighbourhood
A B C & D. foolishly accept their own back again, and undei
duress undertake to pay the £1 of rent additional to their old
in consideration of having w hat had been already their own
formally seized by landlord and handed back to them again! This
method was practised very generally by the present Mr. Olphert
over his estate, but more especially in Glasserchoo. Previously to
’04 he had only laid off a few of those " I<ew cuts but m o4
in d the Y e a rs immediately following he lockspitted off a very large
number of them.
There was hardly a tenant in Glassserchoo
who did not take, in the circumstances mentioned, one of those
“ New cuts” ; and, in some cases, two were taken by ■
one ttenant
T his nrocess really created new tenancies and sub-divided the lancl
mid l cannot understand how the landlord who resorted to i
systematically and as a profitable and paying business, can say that
he did not encourage sub-division,
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T H IR T Y -SE V E N TEN A N TS W H E R E T H E R E W E R E NO
T E N A N T S AT A LL, AND £ 6 9 14s 6d OF R E N T W H E R E
T H E R E HAD B E E N NO R E N T AT ALL.
By tliese various methods the O lphert family piled up
£69 14s 6d of ren t on Glasserchoo, which had been previously
paying no separate and distinct rent, except in so far as its ren t
was included in the rent of the adjoining townlands th a t had its
use and occupation as a grazing tract, and created fifty-six
families where there had been no families a t all, and thirtyseven tenants where had been previously no resident and oc
cupying tenants.
CH A RG IN G AN E N TR A N C E F IN E ON “ N EW C U TS.”
Not only did Mr. O lphert continue to increase the ren t by the
“ New cu t” scheme, b u t he made it the occasion of putting
money into his pocket immediately. H e is alleged to have
charged fines in m any cases before accepting the new tenant, or
the old tenant, as ten an t of the “ New cut” or new farm.
MR. O L P H E R T H IM S E L F ON T H E S U B JE C T OF
“ N E W C U TS.’4
On this question of “ New cuts” let me introduce Mr. Olphert
himself, as exam ined before Committee of Inquiry into alleged
destitution in Gweedore and Clolianeely in 1858. "
Question 4985—Mr. M aguire—W ith regard to this m atter
of “ New cuts," 1 think you represented to the Committee that,
in the case of H ugh M‘Caffertv, the rent you charged him was
£ 4 or £ 5 ? Mr. O lphert—I think it is either £ 4 or £ 5 , the
arrears on the place.*
4986—W h at do you m ean by arrears on the place, who
occupied it before ? No one occupied it before.
4987— Did any one ever occupy it ?

No.

4988—This was a mere cut out of your property ? I t was.
In dividing the townland this cut was left to the outside, and

the people wanted me to cut it up into several lots
among them.
4989—W as it a strip of land cut out of your estate ?
4990—-Was it in a state of nature ?
4991— Did you build a house upon it ?

I t was.

I t was.
I did not.

;A short time ago H ugh M‘Cafferty, himself, told me th at he
was charged £ 6 on accepting this “ New cut,”
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4993—W h a t do you mean by arrears ? I put a charge of
£ 1 upon it ; the tenants of the town would not allow any

person to take it. I would not be browbeaten by them
.............. and I said I would charge £1 a-year w hile it
lay vacant.
4097—You charged him £ 5 entrance money ?

No, it was

for arrears of rent.
4998—D ue from no one whatever ?

The arrears due

for the last five years.
5010— Have you m ade as many as tw enty New cuts *?
(M r. M aguire was th en cross-exam ining Mr. O lphert in reference
to Glasserchoo.) I have given additional farm s to old tenants, but
no new ones.
5011—W as not th a t land th a t you made into New cuts in
th e possession of the tenants before ? T hey cut tu rf off it, and
they cut bog oft* it for mire, and so on.
5012—Do you charge entrance money ? I charge the ren t
when they get a cut, (paym ent of a year’s rent in advance) and I
give them a receipt up to N o v e m b e r.................
5018— 1 suppose th at all these cuts you speak of represent
the land in a state of nature ? Yes. t*
5014—A n i the tenant has everything to do ?

Yes.

5018—You charge a mail for this land in the state of
nature the very first year lie occupies it ? I do, and I
think

THEY WORK IT VERY MUCH BETTER FOR THAT.
These replies of Mr. O lphert on oath convey an im portant
lesson, and establish out of his mouth nearly all the allegations
against him —(the black type, capitals and brackets in the extracts,
are mine. )
I t is clear th a t the tenants, as a body, were opposed to
this “ new cut” scheme. T hat the “ cuts” were taken under
duress ; th a t the landlord insisted on arbitrary entrance fines,
and th a t exliorbitant rents were charged for land already be
longing to tenants.
Ned Gallagher, Derryconnor, had to pay £15 of a fine on
being accepted tenant of a “ new cut,” about 13 years ago—and
£2 for another new cut subsequently taken, and the landlord put
£ 2 1 3 s ot rent on the two “ takes,” the value of which would
not exceed Eighteen Pence.____________ ___ _________________
I The cuts are about 8 to 10 acres, and the valuation oi
a or 10 acres in a state of nature is 8 pence or 10 pence.
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R A CK -REN TS PA ID P U N C T U A L L Y FO R 30 Y EA RS !
Now, those exorbitant rack-rents heaped upon Glasserchoo
were paid punctually for over 30 years. B u t in this case, as
m all other cases, the people became educated by agitation
and they were made sensible of the wrongs inflicted upon them, and
their own constitutional power to resist those wrongs. To
gether with all this, the years from ’80 to ’88 were, °for the
most part, marked with almost alternate years of severe distress
tor id Gweedore, but more especially for this miserable region
of Glasserchoo.
And, as a m atter of tact, these machines
(the tenants) for feeding the landlords’ pockets with rents, were
maintained working, and in order by the generous benevolence
ot a charitable public, while the landlord shared in no way in
the hardships ot the times but seemed rather much the better
tor it. A meeting of the two parishes, and of all the Olphert
tenants, was held at Glasserchoo on 1st November, 1887.
T H E LA N D LO RD A B SO L U T E LY R E F U S E S ANY
RED U CTIO N .
I acted honorary secretary of th a t meeting • and in
pursuance of a resolution to th a t eíi'ect, I forwarded copies of
resolutions to tlio several agents of the several estates.
The reply received from the agent of the Olphert estate
which I m trodnce m full here, speaks for itself, and silences
those who talk of Mr. Olphert allowing liberal reductions I did
not hear again from Mr. Olphert, or his agent, in reference to
the m atter until the day of the Ardsmore eviction, when the
agent on being approached by me with a view to a settlement
stated, th at he would allow 12* per cent, on the judicial rents
and 25 per cent, on the non-judicial for year ending 1st Ynv
1887. Now the schedule of revised rents for year iK si gave '•[
further reduction of almost 15 p e r c e n t, in the Union of Dun
fanaghy on rents fixed in 1884, in which years most of the rents
fixed by the Court ot L and Commission on the Olphert estate
had been fixed.
F A T H E R M‘FA D D EN MORE TH A N ONCE PU B L IC L Y
O F F E R E D A RBITRATIO N.
I publicly offered to refer the case between Olphert and the
tenants to arbitration. There was no notice, to my knowledge
taken of my overtures. And my sense on the question was
frequently expressed to visitors, and I have not the slightest
doubt conveyed to Mr. 0 phert. I did all in my power to bring
about a reasonable settlem ent. But I was not goin<* to take
upon myself the responsibility of personally meeting the land
lord s terms ; nor was I disposed to stand 'again at°tlie world’s
gates to beg the money to pay Mr. Olphert his rent and costs as
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I had done in 1884. Tlie essence of a settlem ent is ^ th a t it
should be practicable, and such as th a t the fulfilment of its
term s would not beggar tlie tenants, and render them unfit to
continue the cultivation of their holdings. And I could not, and
would not, and will not be a party to any settlement except a
practicable one in the sense I have stated.
MR GEO RGE HEW SON’S L E T T E R TO FA TH ER
M 'FADDEN.
“ I lave to acknowledge jo u r letter ot 8th inst., enclosing
resolutions which you state were adopted at a “ monster meeting
of the tenants of Gweedore and Cloughaneely on the 1st
November.” As I conclude, you simply reposent the people of
Gweedore. I confine ...y reply to their case. The Government
have made arrangements dealing with ‘ judicial rents, by which
M r Olphert will be legally bound, and he directs me to state
lie does not see the necessity of making any concession other than
that which the law directs. He cannot accede to your proposal
as to wiping out outstanding arrears.
What a mocking it was on the part of Mr. Hewson to write
such a letter.
H e'knew very well that there were only 18
iudicial tenants on all the Gwee.lore portion ot his estate and his
letter amounted to an accentuated refusal. I did not wiite o
Mr. Olpliert because 1 know from experience th at Mr. Olphert and
Mr. Hewson conveniently shilt responsibility as suits.
I wrote to Mr. Olphert in ’84 in reference to the then evicted
tenants of Glasserthoo. I go; the following reply
L E T T E R OF MR. O LPH ERT TO FA TH ER M‘FADDEN,
IN 1884.
“ D ear
received your letter yesterday and by same
post forwarded it to Mr. Hewson, my agent as I
S i r —

I

h

a

v

e

determined not to interfere with tarn m the manage
ment of the Glasserchoo tenants.”
Yours, very truly,
WYB11ANTS OLPHERT.
Ballyconnell House,
Dec. 20, 1884.
MR. HEvYSON’S REPLY TO FA TH ER M 'FADDEN’S
LETTER IN 1884.
D e a r S i r — “ Mr. Olphcrt has forwarded your letter o f the
18th Inst, tom e, an d desires me to state th a t no less than J u t!
debt an d costs w ill be accepted fr o m his evicted tenants.

Faithfully yours,
“ G. HEWSON.”
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The italics are mine. I dare say the same condition of
things prevail in 89 ; and it is easy to see how difficult it is
to fasten responsibility in such evasive insincerity, or to place

any reliance or any statements or representations put forth

Yet

I m ust say at once th a t I lay at the door of Mr. Hewsôn the
entire responsibility of the extreme and vindictive management
of affairs on the Olphert estate at the present time. I believe
th at if Mr. Robert O lphert were agent, he would not persist in
the blind ruinous course taken by Mr. Hewson.
T H E AGENCY SY STEM T H E CURSE OF IR E L A N D .
Here we have an instance of the great evil th at the land
T,?oe.nC^ ^
Is to,tlle “ untry. Agents have been the curse of
iieland and it has been always ray impression that were it not

for agents and bailiffs landlordism in Ireland would be much

more bearable
Whoever is accountable the landlord side has
Iteen quite callous to the condition of the oppressed tenants.
The vengeful persecutions visited upon the tenants of the
Olphert estate at the present time, at the hands of police and
emergency men, are inhum an and fiendish ! These
IN ST R U M E N T S O F P L U N D E R AND ROBBERY
are almost daily occupied with depredatory raids in one place
Lhis week those cruel emergency men are mowing
own the green crops of oats (the oats are not yet nearly ripe")
in Glasserchoo, th a t grew from seed supplied by the charitable
contributions last Spring, of warm hearted friends in Great
B ntam and Ireland
In committing those depredations they
carry revolvers on their hips, and they work under cover of the
£ - 7 " s Joaded rifle. Yesterday there were in Glasserchoo
Pnli p
i f* ? horses, eight emergency men, two Inspectors
nf onr W i
n 7 pollc®’r [ enSaJ ed m cutting the unripe oats
of pooi Widow Curran, Michael Ferry, and Jam es M‘Geady—
raÍ
«"ffenng peopie g°t very substantial assistance to
P th,en, land ast Spring from charity. L et the British (axpayer look to the million and a-half paid out to over 12 000
01 another.

proceedings™

^

^

the Sp°lls °f ^ t e r d a y ’s

SIX SMALL CARTS OF G REEN OATS ! !
The same savage work lias been continued to-day Thus
cruel reign of terror is carried on with the support and

approval of a cruel discredited Government,

B U T C U I BONO ?
The appended newspaper reports explain, to a oTeat ex
tent, the course taken by the tenants and their friends in re
ference to this Olphert business.
,e '
J
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[Derry Journal— Jfth November, 1887.]
M E E T IN G AT GLASSERCHOO, 1st

NOVEMBER,

1887.

T H E R EN T QUESTION IN DONEGAL.
GREAT M EETIN G OF T H E PA RISHIO NERS OF
GW EEDORE AND CLOGHANEELY AT GLASSERCOO.
The most im portant meeting in point of numbers and
enthusiasm and practical results, called together in this locality
for several years, was held on Tuesday at Glasserchoo, a townLind
four miles from Derrybeg and bordering Cloghancely.
The
entire manhood of Gweedore and Cloghaneely, and a goodly
representation of the womanhood too, met together in that wild
mountain moor to hear from trusted leaders the oft told tale of
their sufferings at the hands of cruel landlordism, mid to have
* carefully laid down for them the course they were to follow in the
crisis of their trials now brought before them by a combination
of many evils. This Glasserchoo had bitter memories for the
poor peasants of Gweedore. I t was here that three years ago,
last July, the l a n d l o r d — W ybrants O lphert-pnblished an edict
that Glasserchoo should be destroyed, and
“ D EA TH

SENTENCES” SENT OUT TO IT S PEOPLE.

I t was the poor tenants of Glasserchoo th at were allowed to
watch the weary days and nights for a week after the evictions,
in ditches and gravel pits, in shielings of sticks and heather,
unnoticed by the Guardians of the Poor, presided over by the
landlord. And it was in the case of the tenants of Glasserchoo
at that time, th at a sympathetic Christian-hearted public, led
and encouraged by a benevolent Presbyterian clergyman placed
funds at the disposal of the parish priest, which satisfied the
thirst of the landlord, and which secured for these poor miserable
creatures a return to their old homes and firesides. The memory
of those scenes, and the circumstances attending them,_ were
revived to-day, and excited earnestness and determination m the
minds of the assembled people. No one looking out over Glas
serchoo. Derryconnor, and Maglieraroarty mountain to-day,
would associate the prospect with human existence. A flock ot
plover or wild geese passing out to Tory, would hardly choose
this track as a resting place for an hour—
A DISMAL TRACK OF BLACK BOGGY PATCHES,
full as a sponge with water, relieved on the hill sides with
frequent piles of granite boulders. The idea of wringing nearly
£100 in rent out of such a district, tells one strikingly of
“ m an’s inhumanity to man.” In the midst of this dreary track,
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with Tievealeliad and Bloody Foreland to the rere, and Tory
h e lT ? r i
ea
ah f d 111 tlle foreSround, the meeting
was held. The im mense m ultitude th a t came from Gortahork
K t C° l Z
th H r0ad/ ° / lle^ ‘ly a lialf mile, was an im posing
m lit. T he contingent lrom Gweedore, though not so large
m ust have numbered over 1,000. Both bodies, led by their
respective bands, playing “ God Save Ireland," m et a t the
appointed spot, and w ithout further delay die business of the
nf-rWaS m augu ra ted by unanim ously appointing F ath er
M Fadden to preside.
F a th e r M‘Fadden a X o S g e X Í
tom

of T e ’ N iH ongr r te? r
a t SUch au im P01^ t assembly
ot the Nationalists oi Gweedore and Cloglianeely ; im p o rtan t
!“ “ any resPects, b ut chiefly im portant in the respect th a t the
meeting was likely to have a rem arkable influence on the issue
ST R U G G L E NOW GOING ON A L L OYER IR E L A N D
? e, I r Í8h J!e°!jle and kndl01'd^m , so far as th at s tr u ^ le
was confined to this portion of North-W est Donegal.
The
w X T said he would have occasion to address them"at greater
length further on, th a t now he would invite his courageous and
brave-lieai'ted friend, F ather Stephens, to address them.'’
F A T H E R ST E P H E N S A D D RESSES T H E M EETIN G .
J he appearance of F ather Stephens was greeted with rin°ïnocheeis and waving of hats. In the course of an excellent speech
of near y three-quarters of an hour, Father Stephens put c B v
before the meeting the great evil of Irish landlordism and hmv
the system existed and thrived on the life-blood o f 'th e poor
peopte ; and he illustrated liow the evd was typified in the
landlord residing am on-st them, aud gave striking instances of
the grasping greed of th at gentleman, and his honlyed wavs h
imposing upon the people. The time had now come! if ever for
the people to assert themselves, and to refuse to be any longer
DRAGGED AT T H E H E E L S OF T H E LANDLORD*
They must at last make an effectual strike against rack-rent
and in doing so they must be thoroughly united. Thev had -Î
magnificent example in the recent noble conduct of the P easan t
ot Gweedore.
Gweedore defeated the landlords and the
Government, and they remained snug and warm in their homes
tO-fiîliV
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own heads A constitutional agitation now, would save them bve
and oye when they would be called upon to purchase their
holdings. I he Laud Court would not, he was sure, advance the

money for the purchase of the holdings of Gweedore even a t ten
year’s purchase, w hereas in Cloghaneely by represeutatioús of a
certain sort, the L and Commission recently advanced over 19
years purchase for a townland. If they w ent on beggaring
themselves and paying impossible rents, the cry ■stil11 w°u d be m
th e mouths of the landlords th a t they were well oft, and th a t they
always paid their rents. F ath er Stephens exhorted the people to
make th a t m eeting the first step towards th eir emancipation from
the slavery of landlordism, and to do so by a united pledge t
insist upon the reductions asked for in the resolutions th a t would
now be read for them . (Loud cheers.)
T H E R E SO L U T IO N S.
Mr. Griffith, Carrowcannon H ouse, who was warmly re
ceived, briefly proposed the following resolutions
1 st— “ T h a t this m eeting heartily condemn the action ot Jie
E nglish Government in Ireland, in handing over Mr. W i ham
0 Brien to Recorder H am ilton, of Cork, to confirm the sentence
of his im prisonm ent, instead of affording him even the semblance
of a tria l before p e trib u n al less openly and pronouncedly,
biassed and prejudiced.”
. .
2 nd— “ T h a t we regard the conduct oi D ublin Casltie in
houndin" down Mr. Blunt and liis associates ol the Home L u e
Union of England, as an outrage on civilization more becomm0
the deeds th a t disgraced B ulgaria.”
_ _ 1
3 rc1__“ T liat we, the tenants of Gweedore and Cloghaneely,
find ourselves u tterly unable to m eet rents'
j°
®
nresent vear, except our respective landlords will g ia n t liberal
reductions on b o th ; th a t this inability arises from a succession
of bad y e a r s , a n unprecedented fall in prices, the almost tota
absence of demand for our little stock, when brought to fair or
m arket, at any price, and the poverty last harvest of the oat
crop, the only crop usually p u t to m arket. ’
_
4 th
T h at in those circumstances we consider it just
and reasonable tliat all outstanding arrears and other c aims
on the p art of the landlord up till the 1st November, 1880 be
wiüed out on payment of one y ears rent, reduced by 6s bd l
£1■ and th at the ren t for the year now ending be reduced
by 5s in the £1 in the case of the judicial rents, and 8s in the
£ l in the case of the non-judicial rents.
_
“ T h at in the event of the landlords accenting those
terms, we pledge ourselves to take prom pt action to pay up
the rents thus reduced, to the best oi oui ability.
,
6th.— '“ T h at copies of these resolutions be forwarded to tlie
respective landlords of Gweedore
M<Bride
The resolutions were supported by Mi. Ihonidb A Uuae,

Uweedore,
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SPE E C H O F F A T H E R M 'FA D D E X .
Father M 'Fadden, on rising to propose the resolutions,
said My iriends of Gweedore and Cloghaneely, I m ust bespeak
your patience to bear w ith me for a considerable time, as the
m atters with wThich I desire to deal with will cover a great deal
of ground, and as I intend to repeat in Irish whatever I may
first say in the language of the stranger. I notice two policemen
here, but I don’t think they are professional note takers. I wish
they were, and th at they would take a full note of all my rem arks
and furnish me a copy. B ut I must say th at I hope th at they
will not have the audacity to make note of a single isolated
sentence of my speech, w ithout giving the whole speech. Aprouos
of this m atter of the police, let me caution my people of Gweedore
against allowing themselves to be imposed upon by those menials.
Ot course you are aware the police in Gweedore are on the
rampage for prisoners for the past two months, and the efficient
grand body th at they are, they have not yet succeeded in taking
one prisoner. (Cheers.) I t has come to my knowledge th at the
PO L IC E IN T R U D E T H E M SE L V E S ON PR IV A T E
F A M IL IE S AND S IT U P IN T H E H O U SES,
hoping, no doubt, th a t the object of their search m ight come
into this or the other house and fall an easy prey to them . Now
let me tell you th at a policeman has no right to intrude his
undesired presence on your house or family, and th at you should
not allow one of them to sit or to stand in your house. I f duty
calls him there, let him show his authority for entering your
house a t all, and if he has got anything to do, let him° do it
promptly and leave the place, and if he will not leave when he
has no right to enter your place, you may lawfully use as much
force as is necessary to tu rn him out of your house. And with
regard to th eir power to
B R EA K YOUR DOORS,
if they have a w an a n t lor the arrest of any member of your
family they m ay break your doors at any time if you do not
adm it them. And if they have a reasonable suspicion th a t
you are harbouring within your house any one for whom they
have a w arrant, they may also break the door. But they have
no right to break any door unless they have such reasonable
suspicion. L et them break your door, and have them b ro u o h f c
up at Petty Sessions, and then we will see whether tliev had a
reasonable suspicion. You know th at at the last Court at
Bunbeg the only law-breakers th at appeared were the policesergeant and the Hill estate bailiff. They only were adjudged
law-breakers, and were fined. Now as to the particular end
and a.im of this m eeting, the resolutions proposed for your
adoption mention certain term s which the circumstances ol the
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tim es w arran t you, an d ju stify you, in dem anding from your
landlords. I n dealing w ith these resolutions we m u st distinguish
the class of te n a n ts who m ay have h a d judicial ren ts fixed either
by the land court or by agreem ent from th e class who have n o t
h a d th eir rights so fixed—and we are to distinguish arrears ot
re n t to N ovem ber, 1880, from the year’s re n t accruing due to 
day the 1st November, 1887. On all arrears, w hether judicial
or non-judicial you ask, and you very properly ask, a re-lease or
clear receipt on paym ent of 13s 4d in the £ , of one y e a r s ren t.
A nd on condition of such paym ent you m oreover ask th a t your
landlord will wipe out any other claim s lie m ay have upon you,
by way of costs for legal proceedings or anything else. I con
sider th e landlord will be very blind, indeed, to lus own interests,
who will not accept those term s as to the arrears.
T H E T E R M S A R E C E R T A IN L Y M O RE L IB E R A L T H A N
YOU CAN A F F O R D TO O F F E R ,
and they are b etter th an the landlord will likely get again.
T hen as to ren t for this year. You ask for 5s in the f l o n the
iudicial rents. Y our demand is quite too reasonable and
moderate. And why do I say so ? Because it is now adm itted
on all hands th a t the fall in prices since ’84, the year m which
your rents were fixed, lias been such as to require a fuither
reduction of 20 to 30 per cent. T h at is true, s u p p o s m g h a t you
got your rents fairly and honestly fixed a t th a t tim e. B ut I tell
you you did not get them so fixed, and I will prove my case by
one example out of many.
T A K E T H I S P R E C IO U S T O W N L A N D o f GLASSERCHOO,
belongin'1' to Mr. W ybrants Olphert.
In 1884 fair rents or
rath er rents, were fixed by the Sub-Commission in eighteen
f.aqps
T he &TOSS old rent in those eighteen cases was
£->S Os 6d, and the rent fixed by the L a n d Court was: £21 2s, or
t in the k \ of a reduction.
B ut Mr. Mahony differed from
his colleagues in ten of these cases, and Mr. Mahoney wished to
make the gross judicial rent' of the eighteen cases £ 1 8 4s Od,
instead of £21 2s, or over 7s in the Ml of a reduction, l o r
instance in the case of Hugh M ‘Geever, the Sub-Commission
reduced the old rent of £ 1 5s to only £1, whereas Mr. Mahoney
would fix it a t 15s. And in Jam es M'Gready s case>the old re
of
2s which the Sub-Commission reduced to only 18s, Mr.
M ftoney would further reduce to 18s. 1 could illustrate my
uosition from many other cases as well, therefore I conclude, th at
vour rents were fixed much too high in ’84, and th at in asking
only ris in the £1 reduction this year, your demand is exceedingly
moderate T hat is true of the class that got their rents fixed by
direct application to the Court, but there is an unfortunate class of
S i l n e a s e h o l d e r s who allowed themselves to be imposed upon
by the landlords or their
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A GENTS AND S IG N E D A G R E EM EN T S AGAINST
T H E M SE L V E S
and to the benefit of the landlord.

To those unfortunate tenants

t h e Í S s l í n í n t n f 'îh 6 £ 1 18 qUÍte insufficient- but let them bear
ttbeir
h e i r bbest
e í t Mend*
r cruel
mVI\ SmS)
they would
not beI adrised
by
friends. tJ he
injustice
done them
will prove
« m i S ° l '" ° fr“
? ! N im “ « W » i«
The
m * ! !,.
'
“ ]» " several there to sit-u »» am ® ,
ment at a reduction of 3s in the £ . Now the a v é r a i rodnr*
e ï ï t f w 2 e ^ t l v 6 rLaUd S °Urfc 011 that * o r tim .of fc^e K lx m
cases
in the case olf John
T1]
with
cases—m
M‘H u "h thetoold rent
of particular
4*9 1 q Or!
s ardt thet oldf rent
i ° f, £°2 r] , s *8a -was
> reduced t o i l 5 s, and so
by a^eem en t at such « ^

•“

^

fi.ed

MONSTROUS SA CR IFICE AND IN JU S T IC E
? 58 h the £ is utter]y insufficient. Therefore I
aas aa right
i î h af reduction
X
f 6 n0ffcfi0uly
justifiedrents
in demanding
of 5s m P,CrfWitly
the £ on judicial
hut- vn„r
demana is entirely too moderate. As to the non-judicial 'rent
th e /w
a8h?med t0 ** il P y t0 demanding onty 8s in
not £ & T For" P T y lUf \ r t0 those tenants w5l° were
P id d v L T h
^stance, John, who lives next door to
i a d d j , ot through operation of Court in 1884, a reduction
rent *T Í,
f
f T * ’ which is exactly the same as Paddy’s
S ‘ 5s i í th e aí e t í r í l wrí tll!!fc.Jo!lly s too moderate in asking
ly 5 in the £ tins year on his judicial rent. Therefore to
be reaily consistent, Paddy should demand over 10s in the £ of
a eduction
I therefore think you are exceedingly moderate in
your demands, and it your landlords examine the thino- m-ifi
c<% they will find that they are really the w ners
'
ng your terms.
But having once fixed your terms stick to
them There was a time when the landlord could frighten noor
tenants to do anything. T hat time is past.
°
1
B LU E PA PER S HAVE LOST T H E IR V ALUE FO R T H E
LANDLORD.
The bailiff has lost his power of striking terror into the tenants
P M s if c a R T T 1Sfn0"' explodetL Evictions are almost imo rd *
T
euxPencnce> and I consider the landm sane fool who wastes his substance on useless
iroceedings or evictions, l o u have the m atter entirely in your
taken r 8{ t ftlldlord may crush John, or Jam es, or Mary
taken singly, but he cannot crush all his tenants u n ite d -
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they will crusli him. The great cry of the 1lan,“
will «ive due consideration to individual cases.

«
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You will Bot, leal w rit i m now m-

hope.

‘’" m a l WITH HIM IN A BODY, ACT IN A BODY,
and let no man break out from the body.
(Cheers.)
The
landlord may refuse your terms, moderate thougli they^a, .
I f he do leave him for some time to reflect upon himseil.
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Ha <?n Tn five lonff clays in.. Gweedore they put out
four tenants These tenants were never as comfortable as they
tour tenant
i
™ , \ There was, for instance, a short
Mock I f a £
S
any chimney, thrown down on
Widow Bovle. Now she is living m a magnificent new house,
w i t h Three chimneys.
(Cheers.)
I tell you the game of
evictions is played out.
HOLD TO G ETH ER EVEN TO EVICTIONS,

s
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Kin sella who
by the emergency gang.
he blessed tlie old people, mid he blessed «;e children and he
blessed their temporary homes the National League
,
he cheered them to courage and patience, awUold tlie m th a U y
would soon be back in their old homes again. (Cheer .)
,
therefore no longer a humiliation, or a shame, or a suffering to
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be evicted.
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Areiibishop W.lsli seems to
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’ b l in d
INTERESTS.

to

t h e ir

own

obstinacy until they become swallowed up in the sea of their
own iniquity. Therefore, my friends. I have every confidence

in tel'ing you to-day to unite together to extract even partial
frnm H
fl°Ur hlth.ei'fc° heartless task-masters. Keep away
l « ^ •Uf Ce
the landlord or bailiff or any of their
riends find information from your true friends, and
ALWAYS MOVE AND ACT TOGETHER.
Don’t be guilty of an injustice to your wives and your families
t >(: guilty ot an injustice to your creditors, who have
supplied you with the necessaries of life. Is there anyone here
present who has paid the shopkeeper as well as he has paid the
landlord ? (Cries of “ No.”) I thoaghtso. You have« ïa rd îd
the wickedness and cruelty of the landlord who has been
SUCKING YOUR LIFE-BLOOD,
and you have punished the poor shopkeeper for sparing you T
say it is a monstrous injustice on all consideration to run in and
exhaust all your means of livelihood for the coming year, because
a landlord may send you a blue paper or a white paper. Until
you learn to despise such proceedings you are not oualified *
. W e thejg'orj of defeating tyrannj. 'ï „ „
ought to be allowed to remain a slave.
But you are all L v
committed to an undertaking that you will havo'to act up to the
mstructtonsyou received to-day. And if your landlords will not
be reasonable or heed not your moderate terms, I would stronWv
advise you to fund your money with some reliable friend
°'
AND ADOPT THE PLAN OF CAMPAIGN.
(Loud cheers.) It is a capital remedy. It saves his monev for
the poor man, from whom it would otherwise rapidly glide awiv
It seems the wiser for the tenant, for having once d e p o s ite d
money with trustees, he will hardly pay it a|ain to the knrllmv
and it makes the weak-kneed man strong and sate. ] don't know
anything more useful tor the tenants from every point of view than
the Plan of Campaign. (Cheers.)
The resolutions being then proposed, were received with
acclamation, and at the close of the proceedings a resolution
pledging the meeting to adopt the Plan of Campaign, in case the
cheering!
t0
th° term asked’ Was Passed amidst great
D eny Journal, 13th January, 1888.
gw eedore branch.

The first meeting of the Gweedore branch of the Irish Nn
tional League for the new year was held at Middletown the
ouier night under most encouraging circumstances The dr*
legates, duly elected, during the past week in the different
K

S4
townlands m et in great spirits, eacli betraying a consciousness
o í h S g acted h i ' P«rt honourably an d « i l m
c e n t s of the p a rt j o b , an d sh o w in g .ev er,g “ ” 4d«“ 5
a b i l i t y to sliare successfully the struggle of 88. A regutór ova
tion ereeted the president and vice-president as they entere I
the hall The cheering was most hearty and enthusiastic, and
lasted for several minutes. Evidently the meeting a p p e a l e d
the services of their leaders during the past year, ana cheerfu v
availed of the opportunity to give ef ; : essl° V nV S v elected
The first work was the calling over of the 10I ° : newly electe
members of committee, and the appointment of ofticeis toi
''^ F A T H E R M 'FA D D EN , B EIN G UNANIMOUSLY
A PPO IN TED PR E SID E N T FO R T H E YEAR,
took the chair amidst warm applause. Having
“ J 0" ;
ledged the honour of being continued
the
hrannh Father M‘Fadden congratulated the meetm* ana
on the result of the elections of committee members
which took place during the past week, and spoke hopehl 7
p a r i s h

nnncp nf the members on this matter.

-He a

}

o

» some of them had to w .lk -co n n n g

.

After disposing of these routine preliminaries,
Father M‘F adden stood forward and delivered a strong inaugui a
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their leaders, H 0N 0U R 0N T H E IR CAUSE,
.
honour on Ireland, and would form the brightest chapto in he
future history of the parish. But he did not feelU ^ ^

l&fssz.
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attention to the w o r k th a t rem ained still to be done. He spoke
with a lively sense ot the responsibility attaching to every word
T a W - a, * f t0 tllQul wll° Placed almost supernatural
confidence m him ; the responsibility attaching to his utterances
as a public man and as a priest. W ith th at sense of his
responsibility-and his position he told them that, as long as lie

S S e the land

J' ^ W0U‘d “

p3rmit an* ^

tu

AND STARVE AND E X T E R M IN A T E T H E P E O P L E
over whom lie had been placed to keep watch and ward
(Cheers.) An edict had gone out almost that very day th at a
large district of this parish must be laid waste, and th at never
again must Glasherchoo be known as a district peopled by the
tarnishing peasants of Gweedore.
W ybrants Olphert has not
now, for the first time, put down his foot in determination. The
scenes ot July, 84, and the hardships of the clearance of th at
day have not yet been forgotten. B ut an evicting landlord feels
no íem orse lor the past, and Mr. Olphert has again entered upon
his course against those self same people.
T hat day he (the
speaker) had been handed
y
1
.
, , FO RTY -FO U R E JE C T M E N T PROCESSES
issued by Mr. Olphert against his Gweedore tenants, ’and that
number covers nearly all the tenants he has in Gweedore.
By
th a t act, W ybrants Olphert showed his vindictiveness.
Wliv
did he m ark out the Gweedore tenants first ? Had he not abm,

t a t material ill Cloglumeel, ? Wh, did h e / “hde
''
- 'v 10 » ’ ? ls c l "Sh " M l j tenants, explicitly
exclu Je the Gweedore tenants from the benefit of any such a /
rangement ? He could well understand the action of Mr Oluhert
I t was at him (the speaker) Mr. Olphert was strik in g
Mr
Ulphert had raised the sword within the boundary of Gweedorp
pansh ; he had provoked warfare ; and he (the speaker) took up
the challenge, and trusting to the
^
JU ST IC E AND R IG H TEO U SN ESS OF T H E CAUSE
which he championed, h e had little doubt as to the issue (ClieeiN Ï
He only wished th at Englishmen, and Irishm en too U S come
and visit Glasserchoo, and see for themselves the miserable tract
out Ot which Mr. O lphert will persist in s q u e e z i n H u ^ S E
lents, lie almost stands alone m las attitude to his tenants lor
he (the speaker; was not aware that he had given a penny of
reduction to any of these tenants, except what they got through
the operation of the Land Act. He would not occupy their atten
tion lurther with this subjcct at present, knowing that there
would be several opportunities to return to it again. I can on 1,,advert to another subject, on which I should "like to dwell -it
greater length, as illustrating how the Government in Ireland is
prostituted by the present Ministers of the Crown.
He referred

8t>

,

TO T H E IM P R IS O N M E N T O F M R. B LU N T.
Mr. B lunt was not a stranger to Gweedore.
H e was here in the
Spring of 1886, and spent several days a t the speaker s place, and
such were his impressions w ith reg ard to landlordism in ^ w e e dore at th a t time, th a t a letter from him to the Pall M a l l Gazette,
setting forth those im pressions did not get insertion for tear ot
consequences. In th a t same year Mr. B lunt w ent to th e W est
and acquainted him self of the managem ent of the Clanncaide
estate, i f Mr. B lunt visited Glasserchoo, lie would, X athei
M 'Faddeu had 110 doubt, be as enthusiastic, in condemning the
action of Mr. O lphert as lie was in condemning th a t ot U an ricarde. The rev. gentlem an then discussed the b lu n t case
JLlie
country, he said, had not heard the last ot the B lunt trial. Mr.
B lunt had friends in E ngland and in every p art ot the woild.
Only a few days ago lie had a w arm letter ot sym pathy from
A rabi Pasha, and it may be th a t Providence had ordained th a t
the trial of Mr. B lunt would be the
D E A T H OF T H E TO R Y G O V ER N M EN T.
(L oud applause.) F ath er M ‘Nelis proposed the following Re
solutions in an eloquent speech
1. T h at our recent success iu the struggle for existence shall
inspire us with stronger determ ination th at this branch ut the
Irish N ational League, shall continue to bear an honourable
p a rt in achieving Ireland's legislative independence—the iinal
goal and realisation of all our labours and aspirations.
2. T hat we endorse the language of Mr. Shaw Lefevre, in
describing the im prisonment of Mr. Blunt, by County Court
Judge H enn, as a “ m is-carriage of justice, and th a t we íegard
the prosecution and the judgm ent as an appeal from a lower
Court, a travesty of judicial decorum and procedure.
3. T h at we indignantly protest against the action of Mr.
W vbrants Olphert, in replying to the appeal of his Gweedore
tenants for reasonable reductions, by a wholesale service ot eject
ments, and th at we solemnly p ’edge ourselves to exhaust all
constitutional m eans at our disposal to disappoint his vindictive
expectations.
The Resolutions were supported by other speakers, and, ,011
being put from the chair, were passed amidst cheers.
(Derry Journal, January 18, 1888.)
T H E R E N T Q UESTION IN G W E E D O R E .-M E E T IN G
V! AT G LA SSE R C H 00 .
To-day an i m m e n s e m e e t i n g of
the people of Gweedore and Cloghaneely was held at Glasserchoo,
G w eedobe, M onday N ig h t.—

the scene of th e famous November meeting, to protest against
the action ot Mr. W ybrants Olphert, in the prosecutions he has
instituted against his tenants in the Gweedore district, and tu
encourage the people in the course which they have takeii up in
reference to the land question in their locality. The m eeting was
very largely attended by people from both parishes, thousands
assembling with bands and banners, marching by mountain road
and bleak hillside, to the place of meeting decided on beforehand.
1 he authorities in Gweedore having heard of the proposed de
monstration, made arrangements to have a large force of police
on the scene, though previous experience in the district has in
variably taught th a t meetings unattended by the police have
passed over in perfect quiet.
F A T H E R M T A D D E N ’S PR ESEN C E
being the best guarantee for the preservation of the peace. The
police were m ustered at Meenaclady barracks at an early hour
under the command oi Mr. B urke, R.M., and were evidently
undei the impression th a t the meeting would be held on the same
®Pot ?;s ^ lafc °* November. In this, however, they miscalculated.
The Gweedore contingent, being the first to arrive, marched on
in the direction of Cloughaueely for some distance, until the men
Irom the latter district were met. The meeting was at once <>ot
started, while the
PO L IC E W ERE COOLING T H E IR H E E L S A M ILE
AWAY. t
After a time, however, they found they had been outwitted, aud
a hasty march was ordered to the place of meeting, where they
arrived after the principal business was disposed of. D istrict
Inspector B rett and two Government note-takers made an attem pt
to force their way through the crowd to the platform, but owinoto the firm action of the people, they were unable to do so. Mr
B rett then appealed to Father M‘Fadden to provide a place for
the note-takers, who replied th at if the police reporters remained
on the outskirts of the meeting, which place they usually occupied,
they would pot be disturbed. This course was adopted. The*
business of the meeting was then proceeded with.
Father M‘Fad.den presided.
The following resolutions were adopted, prior to the arrival
of the police :—
1.
The conduct of the police, on last Saturdav, at Meena
clady, in bayoneting and batoning inoffensive helpless boys and
girls, deserves to be condemned and stigmatised as inhuman
cruel, and brutal,
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2. T h a t as regards the m a tte r of rent, aud arranging w ith
our several landlords, we to-day re-affirm and endorse the resolu
tions arrived ai, aud adopted at our meeting 011 this same historic
ground, on the 1st of last November.
3. T h at we regard the conduct of Mr. W ybrants Olphert
in instituting wholesale prosecutions against his tenants, instead
of vie.ding to the justice and necessity ot th eir demands, as
deserving of a landlord who has persistently refused any abate
m ents to°his tenants through all the distress and suffering of the
past seven years ; and th a t we consider the action of the tenants
forced upon them by his unreasonableness.
4. T h at we assemble together, to-day, for the purpose of
m utual sym pathy and encouragem ent ; and, th a t we thereby
m utually pledge each other th at, having once unfurled our flag
in the cause and interest of self-preservation, we shall m aintain
it floating until it is lost and torn from us in ignominy and defeat,
or until it peacefully furled in the glory of victory.
F ath er Stephens supported the resolutions in a speech
delivered w ith great feeling and deliberation, in the course of
which he said th a t landlordism desolated the country, and th a t
the whitened bones of Irishm en and women in the bottom ot
the sea, testified to the fact th a t Irish landlords m ight be called
tl 1P
M U R D E R E R S OF T H E IR IS H P E O P L E .
The designation found illustration even on the ground on which
they stood for did not the landlords of Glasserchoo, four years
aero, turn out thirty hard struggling starving families on the road
side to die ? And death would probably have been the fate of
those unfortunate creatures were it not for undying charity which
is ever available for the oppressed. The speaker dwelt upon the
injustice of landlordism as exemplified on tne estate ot Mr.
O lphert The landlords insisted on
EX A C TIN G W H A T T H E W R E T C H E D SO IL N E V E R
PRO D U CED ,
and th a t he scornfully rejected the reasonable overtures of the
tenants. The dealings of Mr. Olphert with his tenantry were
historic, and in it there was not to be found a relieving trait. H e
had insisted on depriving the people of their mountains, m lace of
fact th a t these mountains had been for ages past the property ot
tenants.

]le ^
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from the areas belonging to the people, and insisted th at tney
should pay again for their own land, and submit to additional
ren t for the ground for which they had already been paying rack
rents
Father Stephens illustrated his arguments by several
casesi amongst them that of Ned M‘i\ulty, who was obliged to

t

s

so
pay £4 for the liberty to occupy a barren piece of boo-, and had
to yield to the crushing weight of 22s rent for the 'same and
when the landlord found M 'Nulty prospering, lie told him that he
was getting rich, th at he (the landlord) would have to take some
of the money from him, and th at in future his rent would be 30s.”
There was also the case of John Martin, of Derryconnor, whose
old rent of 5s was increased to 15s, and in the case of John
M 'beever, a ren t of l o s was increased to £ 2 15s. The old rent
of 10s in the case of Michael Sheridan, of Ballinacraig, was raised
to £ l 5s, and H ugh M'Caffrey was obliged to pay £;, for the
l iglit of occupation of a new cut, the Government valuation of
■nlncli did not exceed Is, and he was also saddled with a rent of
£1 for the same. 1 his model landlord, in fact, believed, as he often
said, th at the higher the rent the better the tenants worked
J here were no people who had worked so
HARD TO PAY IM P O S S IB L E R E N T S AS T H E
T E N A N T S OF MR. O L PH E R T ,
nor were there a tenantry who had paid such rents so punctually
and so well for the past 5.0 years.
Yet now, in the midst of
their sufferings, they are turned upon, and their past fidelity is
ungratefully forgotten. T heir present demand was only rem arkab e in its moderation, yet the landlord refused all concession or
only granted a two-penny half-penny abatem ent, weighted with
conditions th at made it impracticable, in order no doubt, to be
able to w rite to the Castle th at he did offer a fair reduction,
fa th e r Stephens concluded a strong speech of visible effect
amidst ringing cheers.
F ather M‘Nelis and Father M‘Fadden followed in stirrinospeeches, which, owing to the lateness of the hour of receiving
despatch, we are unable, we regret, to publish.
Derry Journal, December 10, 1888.

MEETING AT GLASSERCHOO, December 8, 1888,
FATHER

m ‘FADDEN

O FFER S

ARBITRATION.

M E E TIN G ON T H E ESTA T E OF MR. O L PH E R T
DONEGAL.
SPEECHES BY FATHER M A D D E N , GWEEDORE, AND
STEPH EN S, CLOHANEELY.

CO

FATHER

NO PO LIC EM EN PR ESEN T.
A most enthusiastic meeting of the tenants of Gweedore and
Uohaneely was held the other day, on the historic ground of
wlasserclioo—that portion of Mr, Olphert’s property that belongs
to the parish of Gweedore.

T he meeting was convened w ithout bills or posters, and did
not seem to have attracted the notice of the p o l i c e barracks,
w ithin a mile on either side of it, or of the specially told off Go
vern nient shorthand w riter, who puts up at _Brewstei s Hotel,
Falcarragli, ju s t opposite F a th e r Stephens lodgings to watch th a t
rev. gentleman’s movements. The meeting was attended by over
1,50() persons.
The chair was taken at three o'clock by P atrick 0 Donnell,
one of the tenants of Ardsmore, who is to be evicted next week.
A series of resolutions was subm itted to the meeting and
passed. T he resolutions express indignation a t the treatm ent ol
the Inishboffin Islanders, especially condemned th e c o n d u c o f 'th e
landlord and the authorities in stigm atizing the people as thieves
(for taking tu r f to which they claimed a right),
P R O T E S T E D A G A IN ST T H E P O L IC E B E IN G M ADE
B O G -B A IL IF F S ,
suggesting public works for the distressed peasantry, and re
pudiating Mr. Balfour’s reply to Mr. A rth u r 0 Connor.
When the resolutions were read, F ath er M‘Fadden rose
am idst ringing cheers to address tlie m eeting. H e dwelt at con
siderable length and w ith great emphasis on the abuse of t e
power of the law and tlie adm inistration of the law in the hands
of the landlords of the district, who alone were vested with ti e
commission of the peace.
He adduced several instances to
piove t h ^ ^

D ISR EG A R D FO R LAW BY T H E
LAN DLO RD PA RTY ,

except in so far as it was in their hands an instrum ent of torture
and terror to their tenants, and a machine and a level toi ex
torting impossible rents. He made special mention of the case of
the Innisboffin tenants, as one of special hardship, and one
which the landlord, and the Irish landlord slaves, tlie constabulary,
proceeded w ith a most reckless and audacious disregard foi
h w and iustice.
The Islanders of Innisboffin are entered in
G riffith’s valuation as the occupiers of 3oa 2r. I2p. of bog in
M eenlaradi.
Some of the tenants of Meenlaragn (proper) paid
vent as sub-tenants to the islanders for a small portion of the
bo»' of which they had taken possession.
The islanders have
been the constant usors of this bog ; therefore they could not be
treated as euilty of larceny in continuing to use it.
T H E LEG A L R E M E D Y FO R T H E LANDLORD WAS
PR O C ED U R E BY E JE C T M E N T .
Father M‘Fadden expressed his surprise at the Court of Petty
S e s s i o n s presuming t o V i d e the case, as it w « dearly a caseo f
recognised occupation, or at least of disputed title.
Ih e ie \.
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speaker also referred’ to an act of u tter contempt for law by
magistrates. From instances quoted, and from his own uniform
experience, Father M‘Fadden concluded th a t there was no law
for the classes in this district, except to crush and overpower
them. T alking of the coming evictions, he said th a t the landlord
for the recovery of a few pounds was going to seize all the tenant
possessed, and to turn him out on the street to starve, or enter
the Workhouse.
T H A T T E N A N T P A ID P E R H A P S FO RTY Y EA R S'
R E N T TOO MUCH .
in the shape of rack-rent, and the thanks he now receives from
his landlord is to drive him out because he has failed to pay one
year s rent. In Ardsmore the houses, the offices, the stone fences,
the gardens, the improvements, were in some eases worth £400,
all made and created by the tenant, and by the eviction Mr.
Olphert seizes it all for a paltry £2, £ 3 , or £ 4 , us the case may
be, without tendering a penny of compensation ; and let them •
bear in mind th at Mr. Olphert never expended a farthing on tho
holding. F ather M‘Fadden went on to say th at a great change
had come over things since November, 1887. when they had
offered very liberal term s to the landlord. H e did not believe
th a t the tenants could fulfil those term s now.
T H E IR POTATO CROP WAS AN U T T E R F A IL U R E .
Steamers were never before at this early time of the season plying
between Derry and th eir ports with Indian meal. W here would
they get Indian meal for nine months to come ? They had duties
of charity, and grave responsibility to themselves and their
families. He would think it would be heroic on the part of the
tenants if they wjre to manage to pay their landlords one whole
year’s ren t and get a clear release to November, 1888. The case
of the Gweedore tenants of Mr. Olphert was somewhat worse
than th at of his Clohaneely tenants. He was told that rents
claimed to November, 1888, amounted to at least four years !
He would congratulate Mr. Olphert if he got a gross year’s rent
at the present rate, and in return give a clear receipt to his Glas
serchoo tenants. He knew th a t the landlords of this district did
not want the land. The Hon. Somerset Ward swore before the
Cowper Commission in Belfast, on October, 1880, th at “ the
land without the people was useless. ’ It, is the rent they wTant
and they don’t care wThere the rent comes from, if they get it. Mr.
Olphert said so, in evidence in Lifford, on January, 1884.
If
the priests begged the w’orld and paid rents and costs to landlords
it would be most satisfactory and acceptable to landlords. The
rev. speaker said th a t he had, most unwisely, done this in the
past. But this was a thing of the past. I t wTonld not occur again.
He did not desire to
i i
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P L A Y T H E R O L E O F AN U N R E A SO N A B L E MAN
in this m atter of tlie ren t question on the O lphert estate, and he
would, therefore, propose to refer the whole question to the arbi
tration of three competent parties—say Mr. Dillon, Mr. O’Doherty,
and Mr. B ourke ; 01* if the landlord party preferred it he wonld
name Messrs. Dillon and O’Brien 011 behalf of the tenants, and let
the other side nam e two others. I n conclusion, he impressed
upon them the invincible power of union, and besought them not
to give th eir enemies a handle by any acts of violence or outxage.
(Applause.) g p B E C H QF F A T H E R S T E P H E N S .
F ath er S t e p h e n s , in the course of his speech, said— The
principal object of our m eeting here to-day is to protest against
the persecution the poor islanders of Innisboffin are at present
undergoing a t th e hands of their landlord and his abettors.
H ere is a” class of m en whose life is at the best of times a
hard one. L iving on a barren island three miles distant from
the m ainland, they are often exposed to great danger in seeking
to make a livelihood for them selves and their families by fishing. T he crops which the cold soil of th e island yields are not
nearly sufficient for their support. To add to their hardships
this year there is no p a rt of the district where the potato crop
is such a complete failure as on the Islan d .of Innisboffi . Now
these islanders, as you are aware, have no tu r f on the island.
T hey have, as you know, always been in the habit of cutting
th e ir tu rf on M eenlaragh bog, on the m ainland, and conveying
from there to the island. T his was a work of considerable
difficulty.
They first had to carry the tu rf on their backs
through the m arshy bog ; then throw it over a high bank to the
shore beneath, then gather it into th eir boats and ferry their
boats across tlie waves to the island.
T hen again carry it
in bags or creels across the rocky shore to th eir homes.
TA K IN G ADV AN TA G E o f t h e i r ISO L A T E D PO SIT IO N ,
knowing th a t be bad them fully in liis power. Mr. Olphert
made it a rule some years ago, when poverty began to make
some of them fall back in the paym ent of rent, th a t no islander
could take material for a fire w ithout first paying their rent
T he Innisboffin people having joined the tenants on the mainland
Ín *
COM BINATION FO R A F A IR REDUCTION,
the attem pt is made to starve them into submission.
A nd in
this attem pt the landlord Government lends its aid. A police
barracks was established in the neighbourhood of the bog where
the islanders cut their turf, and no m atter what is said to the
contrary the police stationed there have been solely employed in
actino- the part of bog bailiffs.
W hen the cold of wmter set m
and they could stand it 110 longer, the poor islanders
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BRAVED T H E L A N D L O R D ’S W R A T H
and carried off in broad daylight a couple of boat-loads of turf,
and they were summoned as theives before the landlord bench at
Falcarragh, and it was the police-sergeant who swore home the
charge of turf-stealing against them . They are branded as thieves,
and to be sent to D erry gaol for taking the fruits of their own toil.
They are branded as theives for taking turf, which Mr. Olphert
him self once admitted on oath they had a rig h t to, for in his
evidence before the Royal Commission in 1858, he swore th at his
tenants “ have as m uch tu rf as they can cut for fuel.” Again,
in Griffith’s Valuation, thirty acres of bog at Meenlaragh are
valued on the tenants of Innisboffin. These tenants when they
had their land in court were allowed “ turf as heretofore.” B ut,
now in this year of exceptional severity, owing to the failure of
the potato crop, the people of Innisbofin must, according to the
mandate of Mr. W ybrants Olphert, do without a fire because they
will not pay him his rack-rents to the last farthing. Concluding,
the reverend gentleman, referring to the rent question, said—
However, notwithstanding your altered circumstances, vou are
still, I believe,
P R E P A R E D TO STAND BY T H E

O F F E R YOU MADE

LA ST Y EA R,
and to hand over to the landlord all th at you then laid by. One
thing, however, I think I may say on your behalf, th a t if he once
puts you to the trouble of eviction,'you will no longer be prepared
to stand by your generous offer, and th at the conditions of
settlement of the rent dispute will become more difficult for him.
(Applause.)
F A T H E R M‘N E L IS A D D R E SSE S M E E TIN G .
Father M ‘N e l i s also addressed the meeting in a thrilling
and persuasive speech. He said th at he did not entirely agree
with the previous speakers on the m atter of paying rent.
lie
appealed to their own reason whether in view of the fact th at a
season of bitter want stared them in the face, they did not con
sider it their duty to keep the little monies their children had
earned in England and Scotland, and a t service, or which they
may have received from America or the Colonies,
TO BUY M EAL FO R T H E IR FA M IL IE S W HEREON TO
L IV E .
I f the Government opened works for the employment of labour it
would alter the case, but his experience did not i warrant him in
concluding th at the Government would do so. He believed that
they should hold their little means against the days oi hunger
and starvation until they were made sure that the Government
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would provide for th eir existence. Or he would advise them to
m y th eir lawful debts to the m eal m erchants, and th u s m ake tor
them selves friends who would be able and willing to come to th eir
assistance in the day of suffering. (A pplause.)
A fter addresses from other speakers the meeting separated in
the utm ost good order. T here were 110 police present.
E V IC T IO N S U N D E R S P E C IA L PA T R O N A G E
O F G O V ER N M E N T .
T he evictions were carried out w ith rigour in Glasserchoo
in May of the present year. The inhum an proceedings w ent on
under the special patronage of the Government, 111 the person of
Mr. B alfour’s secretary, Mr. Fisher.
Twenty-five families were cast upon the world 111 one day.
They were taken in and accommodated by their tn en d s and
neighbours, and they are still living in th is way m the district ;
some of them have built them selves sod h u ts
T he Govern
ment and the landlord p arty sought to make great capital,
political and otherwise, out of
C E R T A IN C IR C U L A R S T H A T W E R E

ISSU ED

by the landlord to some of the Glasserchoo tenants 011 the eve of
the evictions. T he circulars were received on W ednesday, ^ n a
M ay and in some cases on T hursday 23rd, and the evictions
were proceeded w ith on Friday the 24th. I t was said th a t these
circulars were sent around to the poorest tenants, who were not
supposed to be able to pay, and th a t the receipt of the circulai
was a guarantee th a t eviction in the case would not be proceeded
w ith. T here were 19 of those notices circulated amongst the
tenants of (ilasserclioo, and about 40 over the whole estate.
“ W IL L G IV E S P E C IA L A T T E N T IO N TO
IN D IV ID U A L CASES.”
I t is always the great d e s i r e of landlords to deal with their
tenants individually. They can tteece and despise one tenant,
They are perfectly helpless before a compact combination ot all
the tenants. In the present crisis Mr. O lphert would have
o-iven his eye for one tenant who would come in and settle though
he didn’t pav a farthing a t all of rent ! Such a tenant was no
where to be'found on the Olphert estate ! O lphert harked back
on the days of his power. He got tenams to help lum ^ Jnreak
the combination not to take the “ new cuts 111 o4.
May not
some one be found now to do the same i
None more likely to
do so to-day,” complacently soliloquises Mr. Olphert, than the
leal fellow th a t stood to me in ’54. 1 know he is the best oil, and
the most independent man in Glasserchoo, and that he is not
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th a t class whom I am requested, for any sake, by Government
and everyone else, not to evict, lest th at public opinion would howl
in horror at sucli outrage, and to whom I am
IN STR U C TED BY G O V ERN M EN T, AT T H E SUGGES
TIO N OF MR. T U K E
and others, to offer some easy term s to put myself and the Go
vernm ent right before the public, and to make some little political
capital out of the business.
I know all this, but then I m ust
issue some notices to satisfy the Government and to cover ap
pearances. I will send one to H ugh M‘Cafferty, the man th a t
enabled me to break the combination against the “ new cuts” in
1854. He is, perhaps, the only man in the townland able to pay.
B ut if there is a man in Ireland to be drawn out of the combi
nation by a favourable, outrageously-generous, offer to him self
personally, it is H ugh M'Cafferty. ‘‘Fill a notice to H ugh
M ‘Cafferty and offer him to take anything or nothing at all ! !”
I

N O T IC E .

T he following notice is filled and forwarded to H ugh M'Cafferty :
Yearly rent,
...
... £ 2 14 0
Amount due to 1st November, 1888,
8 2 o
Costs,
...
...
...
1 10 0
“ Dromahair, Sligo, ‘-20th May, 1889.
“ S i r — I am directed by Mr. Olphert to state th a t owing to
the special circumstances o f your case he will accept the sum of
£ 3 15s Od in fu ll discharge of y our debt, i f paid by the 1st July,
should you be able to prore to satisfaction that you are. not able to
pay this amount in full, he is prepared to take such lesser sum as
you can pay in full discharge of your rent and arrears.—Your
obedient servant,
G e o r g e H ew so n . ”
“ H ugh M'Cafferty, Glasserchoo.” .
The italics are mine.
This notice made innocent Hugh
M'Cafi'erty expect th a t he wrould not be evicted.
The landlord party and their advisers knew that this strategy
would throw M‘Cafferty off his guard, and th a t there remained
but one other hidden adroit move to
W IN T H E IR GAME, AND BURST T H E COMBINATION.
On the morning of the 24tli everyone around is engaged pre
paring for the work of the day. H ugh M‘Cafferty alone seems
secure in the midst of all the danger, and he walks about, and
his house lies wide open, offering entrance, and cead mille failthe,
as usual, to any person that wishes to come in. To his horror the
evicting army march up the hill and surround his house.
The
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inner ring of the crow-bar gang fill the house, and the sweet
persuasive methods of agent, and m agistrate and officers, &c., are
tried upon H ugh M 'Cafferty, and are tried in vain.
Then come
the threats and the ruin and the loss, and the exhibition of the
m achinery of destruction ! Bold M 'Cafferty scorns th eir over
tures, and bids them defiance. “ T he tim es are not w hat they
used to be !” dolefully hum s Mr. O lphert now in his musings in
Ballyconnell.
T here were 9 families evicted th a t day on whom those
SH A M N O T IC E S

|

had been served the previous day.
I am perfectly satisfied th at
the notices were a delusion and a fraud. W hy the notice allowed
the parties served to the 1st of Ju ly to carry out the proposal.
“ H e will accept . . .
if paid by the 1st of Ju ly ,” and the
family are ruthlessly thrown on the street next morning, the 24th
M ay ! ! T he story of the evictions of Ardsntore, Ballyness, and
D rim natinny on this estate, last January and A pril, is burned
into the hearts of the people and already w ritten in blood and
tears in the records of the land war in Ireland.
O’D O N N E L L ’S F O R T , DOOGAN’S FO R T , CU RRAN ’S
FO R T , AND M ‘G IN L E Y ’S F O R T
will m ark for all time the struggle for bare life on the O lphert
estate, and tell the tale of the atrocities of felonious landlordism
in W est Donegal. The work of exterm ination is not yet com
pleted on this estate.
I t is to be all cleared of its people.
Several evictions are ju st now m aturing, and the next month will
probably see the fell work in full swing.
Mr. O lphert will, in
future, and deservedly so I think, be regarded as amongst the
most heartless and inhuman tyrants of his class.
“ B A L FO U R ’S M A ID E N .”
T he O lphert evictions of 1889 have acquired an additional
notoriety through the introduction to the county for the first
time, of the latest and most improved engine for executing de
struction and pulling down houses a t evictions—-the B attering
Ram. I t is essentially an engine of attack. This particular
engine was provided by the Government. In its course of transit
from Derry, where its various parts were supplied at the order
of the Constabulary by different contractors, it was always con
signed to the police barracks. The following “ Manifest-’ or
“ Invoice” which accompanied it in its transit by rail from Derry
to Letterkenny, tells the component parts of this monster
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TH E COM PONENT PARTS OF T H E BATTERING RAM :

1
5
4
2
4
4
2

-Ram
Ladders, 4 long poles
Short poles
Poles w ith '2 iron shoes
Sledges, 3 crowbars
Picks, 2 P. 0 . chains
Shovels and handles

2 Boat hooks, 6 iron frames
1 Sail cloth, 2 doors
4 Sheets Galvanised iron
1 Triangle, 1 bolt
5 Ladders, 4 lifts-out
4 Ropes
J12 Ropes for Ram

T H E B A T T E R IN G RAM A U SELESS SHOW.
The Battering Ram lies, and has been, for the most part, since
its arrival in the district, in the yard of the police barracks,
Falcarragh. From whatever cause it has not been yet used at
an eviction. I t serves the purpose of a show at Falcarragh to
English visitors. I t is a characteristic and striking memorial
of Mr. Balfour’s benevolent designs and good intentions towards
the Irish people.
P resent Condition of th e Struggle on th e OLPHERT E state.
The following telegraphic messages which appeared in the Derry
Journal, within the past week, graphically represent the present
condition of the struggle on the Olphert Estate, and fitly close
the chapter of this pamphlet dealing with th at property :
G W E E D O R E , GLASSERCHOO, EV ICTED FARMS.

Emergencymen Cutting and Carting away the Unripe Crops
Under Couer o f Loaded Rifles.
[

s p e c i a l

t e l e g r a m

.]

B unbeg , M onday N ig h t .—This morning the army of occu
pation in West Donegal was partly mobilised from Annagry to
Dunfanagliy. The object of the movement was kept secret until
the different detachments concentrated on Glasserchoo. In the
middle of the black mass from the east there moved three emer
gency carts, seven emergencymen, and a bailiff. The emergencyraen came armed with scythes, two graips, a pitchfork, a shovel,
and revolvers on their hips. The police, to the number of forty,
officered by two inspectors, came armed with rifles. The force
scattered out over the district, and occupied vantage points of
view and position in the event of a surprise or rising. A detach
m ent filed around tlie green oat field of Jam es M‘Geady, and
stood guard while the bailiff and the emergency gang cut it down.
No one but a lunatic would cut the crop in such a green, unripe
state, but anything is good enough for purposes of vengeance,
which is supposed to inspire a good deal of ravages committed
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u nder cover of the guns of her M ajesty’s police. H aving finished
the small plot on M ‘Geady’s holding they moved into a field of
M ichael F e rry ’s. They next attacked a small plot of very green
oats belonging to Widow C urran. Six carts bore away the spoil
of the day, and a t three o’clock the curtain dropped on the first
act of this farce. T he game is not w orth the candle to the land
lord ; about two tons of green oats to three carts, eight bailffs, and
forty police.
I t is supposed th a t this work of carrying away the crop will
go on until nothing rem ains b u t the cold bleak bog, and th en
Glasserchoo will be a barren waste, returning neither the land
lord nor anyone else a single penny until it bccomes peopled
a g ain —w ithout the people it is w orth nothing. F ath er M‘Fadden
and F ath er Gildea were early on the scene.
D uring the day
there arrived Miss Borthwick, a lady artist from London ; Mr.
Sumner, of the Manchester Guardian, and F a th e r Boyle. Miss
B orthw ick made some interesting sketches. A visit was paid to
Meenlaragh Bog, the scene of the malicious tu rf ravages of the
emergencymen and the bailiff and the agent Hewson. Anything
so atrocious as the cutting of the tu rf and piling them into bog
holes is inconceivable. T he poor, fam ishing families of Innisboffin Island will w ant for the first w inter in their lives firing
next winter, and Mr. O lphert will have the consolation—sitting
before a crackling, sparkling, and b rig h t coal fire—of reflecting
th a t he buried their tu rf deep in the bog, th a t was theirs time
out of mind, and is theirs still in all honesty and justice.
The
B ritish public will hear with pain th a t the spoils of to-day’s
plunder, are, for the most part, the fruits of seed purchased last
spring out of funds contributed by charitable friends in England
and elsewThere.
G W EED O R E, G LA SSERCH O O ,

EVICTED

FARMS.

The E m e rg e n c y m e n s till C arrying o f f th e Crops.
( s p e c i a l t e l e g r a m .)

B u n b e g , T h u r s d a y .— The work of spoliation commenced in
Glasserchoo on Monday wTas continued for the past three days.
The County Inspector attended yesterday, and was present when
the emergencymen were cutting down the crops of those who
have not been evicted at all. Poor Widow M‘Lean, lying sick and
dying in her humble cabin, could yesterday hear the noise of the
emergency m an’s scythe cutting down the crops outside her cabin
door, that grew from charity seed obtained last April. Let the public
mark that Widow M‘Lean was not evicted a t all. Her son-in-law
is away reaping the English harvest, and there are veiy few in
the district, "except helpless famishing women and children.
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Widow M'Lean's daughter was the only one present to protest

against forcibly cutting down and carrying off her oats, but she
was frightened off the place with threats and curses by the
emergencymen. It is enough to drive the people to desperation.
Does the Inspector-General know that the County and DistrictInspectors and the police of Donegal are drafted from Arranmore Island and Dunfanaghy, and all the intermediate stations to
protect Mr. Olphert’s emergency gang in committing these atrocious
deeds. They also carried off the oats of Charles M‘Geaver and
Charles M‘Geaver was not evicted. The Englishdeputationists will
have something to see and hear in Gweedore. The eye of England
is already turned on the scene of those atrocities. Miss Orme
and four other young ladies, from the London Womens’ Liberal
and Radical Association, were present, and were shocked at the
whole proceedings. Mr. and Mrs. Bishop, of Harrow, came upon
the scene later on.
The indignation of everyone is aroused by
those fresh atrocities on the Olphert estate.
Everyone is con
vinced that they are being perpetrated not for any benefit to the
landlord, because the crop is worthless to anyone in its present
unripe condition, and the spoils do not amount to more than two
tons in the day. It is only a process of subjugation and conquest.
The landlord is digging wider the chasm between himself and his
tenants every day.

ii
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Gweedore Portion of Mr. Nixon's Property.
T he total area of land held by Mr. Nixon in Gweedore is about
3,211 acres. T he landlord claims to hold in Fee, including about 35
acres of water, 1,97G acres. T he tenants hold and occupy about
1,235 acres. V aluation of 1,976 acres in landlord’s hands is
one penny far thing per acre. Valuation, of 1,*23 5 acres in tenants
hands is twenty pence per acre. The land held in Fee by land
lord, the value of which is only one penny farthing, is as good
(and some of it is better) as the land in occupation^ of the
tenants, which is valued at twenty pence per acre. The difference
in value has been made and created by the tenants’ improvements
and labour.
There are .111 families living on the Gweedore portion of
Mr. Nixon’s estate. The average valuation of the holding occupied
by each family is less than £1.
R E N T P U S H E D U P N E A R L Y 200 P E R C EN T.
T he rent of the estate, when purchased by the Nixon family
about 1845, was £ 7 3 10s.
Pursuing the course of the other landlords, the Rev. Mr.
Nixon, the new landlord of this estate, increased the rents,
appropriated m ountain grazing and sand banks, charged poor
rate where it was not legally due, and placed a ren t upon sea
weed !£. T he mountain grazing he allowed the tenants to use for
a sm a ir rent, b u t lie put a very high rent on the sand banks.
L ike Lord George H ill and Olphert, lie carred his tyrannical
projects a t the point of the bayonet, and like Lord George he
kept a “ Notice to Q uit’’ constantly hanging over the heads of
the tenants.
R A C K -R EN T P A ID PU N C T U A LL Y

for

T H IR T Y YEARS.

By various methods he succeeded in pushing up a rent of
£ 7 3 10s to the enormous figure of £193 9s Id. This exhorbitant rack-rent was paid punctually on this miserable estate for
over th irty years,
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By action of Laud Commission Court in 1884 and by agree
ments between landlord and tenant out of court, under duress,
because the tenants could not go into court owing to the existence
of sub-division, the rack-rent of £198 was reduced to about £155,
which is more than 100 per cent, higher than the rent payable
at time Rev. Mr. Nixon came into possession, and the rev. gen
tleman did not expend a farthing in money on improvements on
the estate.
The m anagem ent of this estate is in the hands of a company
of agents, the senior member is himself a landlord and carried
out evictions recently in Clohaneely, on tlie small estate he owns
there. The p artner of the firm is his son. I blame the agency
here again for most of the troubles and sorrows of B rinlack and
Glassagh. Mr. Nixon seems from his letter to me to be an ex
ceedingly extreme man. Still he has not put his threat into execu
tion, and I am sure, if left to himself, he never will put it in force.
I never m et the gentleman in my life, but those who know him
says th a t he is a good-hearted gentleman. Many a good-hearted
gentlem an the Irish land agency system has made a monster of
cruelty. I believe th a t if an angel from heaven came down to
own land in Ireland, and manage it by bailiffs and agents, they
would make the angel a fiend !
The tenants on this Nixon property were always miserable.
They had to be maintained largely by charity through the past
ten years. They are only slightly removed in condition from the
Olphert Gweedore tenants, who are decidedly uniformly more
w retched than the Nixon tenants.

EVICTIONS AND PUBLIC CHARITY PAYING
THE LANDLORD.
The agents of this estate pressed for the payment of rents at
various times w ithin past six years by ejectment processes,
evictions, and so on.
In ’84 a large num ber of the tenants of
Glassagh were evicted, but they were re-admitted caretakers, and
by the aid of public charity in this, as in the case of Mr. Olphert,
the tenants were enabled to satisfy the landlord’s claim before the
redemption period had lapsed.
The distressful years told upon those tenants as well as others.
They attended the famous meeting of 1st November at Glasserchoo.
1 sent in the resolutions to the agent. He sent them on to the
landlord. The landlord sent me the annexed reply which, with
au explanatory introduction, I sent to the Press. The condition
of things th a t arose out of the action of the teuants in ’87, and
the attitude of the landlord towards them still prevails. Prose
cutions had been, previously to that, taken against a large
number of the tenants, and I think that about 40 families are
now caretakers only, and it only needs the usual easy legal pro
cedure to obtain orders lor their eviction.
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THE LANDS OF GWEEDORE PERFECTLY VALUELESS
WITHOUT THE TENANTS. '
I would strongly advise the landlord against taking sucli
extreme action. It cannot possibly be fruitful of any benefit to
him. Like all the lands in Gweedore, the land is perfectly
valueless without the tenants, and by maintaining the tenants
upon it, even at a nominal rent, the landlord will gain more by it
than he can by any other earthly means.
I subjoin Mr. Nixon’s letter and my introductory remarks
*thereon :—
[Derry Journal— 23rd November, -2857.]

LANDLORDISM IN GWEEDORE—ONE HUNDRED
AND TEN FAMILIES TO BE CLEARED OUT.
TO THE EDITOR O F THE DERRY JOURNAL.

D e a r S i r —A meeting of the tenants of Gweedore and the

adjoining parish of Cloughaneely was held on the Ü stm st., at
which it was uuanimously resolved th a t the landlords of the two
parishes should accept the paym ent of one year’s rent, less 6s 8d
in the £ , in full satisfaction of all arrears and other claims to
the 1st November, 1886, and th a t an abatem ent of 40 per cent,
be allowed on the non-judicial, and 25 per cent, on the judicial
rents for the year ending 1st Novem ber, 1887.
In accordance
with a resolution of the meeting, copies were posted to the
several landlords or their agents.
The accompanying reply was
received by me from Mr. H arper C. Nixon, who is the owner of
3,211 acres of land in Gweedore, and over 6,000 acres in
Cloughaneely, the gross valuation of which is about Is 3d per
acre. T he portion of the estate in Gweedore comprises ^ two
townlands, and is occupied by about one hundred and ten families.
The land is of the poorest quality, the average valuation of the,
land of Glassagh being only about 4d per acre. ^ The present
owner succeeded to the property at the death of his father, the
Rev. Alexander Brown Nixon, in 1882.
The Rev. Mr. Nixon
purchased this estate in 1845, a few years after Lord George H ill
had purchased several other small estates in Gweedore. In his
methods of dealing w ith the tenants he followed scrupulously the
lead of Lord George Hill.
He raised the rents, appropriated
the mountain grazing, and in many ways harried the poor peasants
most unmercifully.
The Rev. Mr. Nixon was examined before the Commission
(1858), and adm itted having charged the tenants poor-rate,
wrhen not legally due by them ; having taking mountain grazing
from them ; having charged them for the liberty of collecting
along the shore the sea-weed washed in by the ocean ; aud having
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introduced strangers, and applotted to them holdings, “ to show
the people th at the land was mine.” This rev. landlord also ad
m itted on oath before said Commission, th at he kept his tenants
continuously under “ Notice to Q uit,” in order to be able to get
rid of tenants without delay, “ to keep control of the property,”
and “ to prevent a family being bred there.” Previous to his
accession to the property in 1845, the rent of Glassagh was
£2*2 10s ; about 1854 he raised it to £ 6 6 18s 6d, having pre
viously (immediately after he became owner) deprived the tenants
of this townland of 1,427 acres of grazing commonage. The
old rental of the townland of Brinlack was £5 1 . H e raised it
to £126, and also deprived the tenants of their mountain grazing.
These two townlands form the Gweedore portion of Mr. Nixon’s
estate, which he now threatens to “ clear,” and in which he hopes
there will not be “ a single family left.” As stated, there are about
110 families in all in those two townlands, and a t present the
half of them are only caretakers, having had notices served on
them under the new Land Act. The annexed schedule sets forth
the Government valuation of land, the rent previous to the advent
of Rev. Mr. Nixon, and the increase of rent and curtailm ent of
grazing rights effected by him after purchase— Government valua
tion of land, £113 13s ; rent previous to purchase by Rev. Mr.
Nixon, including all grazing commonage and other rights, £ 7 4 2s;
increased rent exacted by Rev. Mr. Nixon for 80 years previous
to arrangem ent under Land Act, 1881, £193 9s I d ; grazing
commonage taken from tenants, was 1,940 acres, 3 roods, 21
perches, while old rent for entire area was almost trebled on
portion left them.
After the Land Act of 1881 the rents were slightly reduced.
More than half of the tenants were debarred of the benefits of
this Act, owing to the existence of sub-division, and were obliged
to accept a voluntary abatem ent on the part of the landlord of
about 15 per cent. Forty-five tenants entered court in 1884,
and had rents fixed at an average reduction of 30 per cent.
In
the forty-five cases, the gross old rent was £ 8 8 11s 8d, and the
judicial rent fixed by the Court is £61 13s Id.
On this small
estate the landlord never expended a penny.
All tlie work of
improving and reclaiming the sterile soil and building the houses
was done by tenants. T he laud is almost literally studded with
huge granite boulders, and the soil is of th e worst description and
exceedingly shallow, except where it is pure bog. The evidence
of labour and industry on the part of the tenants to be seen over
this small estate is the wonder, of every visitor. The landlord’s
interest in the land in its present condition, as compared with the
tenants, would be fairly fixed at about 5 per cent. This vastly larger
interest of the tenant is inseparable from the soil, aud the carrying
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out of Mr. Nixon’s threat means simple open robbery. W hat he
may call my own, in his Gweedore estate, is exceedingly small
indeed.
J a m es M ‘F adden , P .P ., Gweedore.

18th November, 1887.

M-R. NIXON’S LETTER.
(

c o

p y

.,)

Royal St. George’s Y atch Club,
Kingstown.
Y atch Finola, l l t l i November, 1887.
S ir — I have received a communication from you purporting to

be a copy of “ resolutions” passed a t a monster m eeting of
tenants, which was, I saw, addressed by you in a highly inflam
matory speech.
The most monstrous thing I see about your
meeting are these resolutions, the last of which in particular,
saying th a t the tenants will pay to the best of th eir ability if
granted their unusually exorbitant demands—pre-supposes an
am ount of innocence in the landlord which is perfectly refresh
ing. You have been trying to excite these people in a way
highly unbecoming to any man, bue simply disgraceful to one
who professes to be a m inister of th a t Gospel which is eminently
one of peace ; and I may look in vain in any of your speeches
for anything which may show that you heed the Divine command,
“ when sm itten on one cheek to tu rn the other.’' You go alto
gether beyond your functions, and make a mess of it, too,
especially when you talk such twaddle as you did about my
agreem ents with my tenants outside the courts. Did they not
go into this with their eyes open ? And I am sure they would
not have agreed for the os reduction, if they thought the Court
would give more.
They were very lucky to get any, but it
will not do them much good for long. Now, in as few words
as possible, I will answer your letter. Owing to the very offen
sive wording of the resolutions and speeches, which show me
plainly that "it is useless to deal kindly any longer with those
tenants, [ may tell you th at I would not now accept 99 per
cent, of all rents and costs due to me, as I am going to clear
the two town lands of Brinlack and Glassagh, and it is my land
I want now. Remember they are merely living on my land as
long as I let them, and I will not regard cost in carrying out
my" plans. I have ample private means, and will set aside a
certain sum yearly, until all are out of that. In doing this I
am only following out the Scriptural precept, that u “ mau may

do what he likes with his own.” I am determined on this, and
in five, or, at the most, ten years’ time there will probabl
not be a single family left there. I t will be no hardship to the
people to have to go elsewhere, as, according to you, they are
in such bad circumstances they can hardly live, and, besides,
according to you, each @ne, as they are evicted, will be supplied
with a house with three chimneys. In fact, I think, according
to your showing, I will deserve their hearty thanks for evicting
them ; and, of course, I will level each house as I proceed, so
you may look round for some sites for your three chimnied houses
somewhere clear of my property.
Now you know what I intend doing—with as little harshness
as possible—b ut at the same time firmly.
I am w riting to you thus mildly and quietly, for many
reasons, because I hope you will let the tenants see this, and how
(according to you) I intend to benefit them , and also from the
natural respect every man and Christian feels for a minister of
religion, even when th at minister is such a man as you.
I need hardly toll a man of your shrewdness, or rather cun
ning, th at resistance will be utterly useless, as it is only a question
of time and money, of both of which I have plenty. Believe
me, sincerely yours,
H. C. N ixon .
P .S .— You may as well send me a line to say if you have got
this ; the advice concerning yourself I give you" gratis, and the
rest requires no answer. N othing you can say will have the
smallest weight with me.
*
H . C. N.
James M T adden, P .P
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The Joule Property.
Mr. J o u l e , who resides in Rothesay, Isle of Bute, is the
owner of the townland of Meenaclady, in this parish. He p u r
chased it from Mr. Woodhouse, about twenty-five years ago, and
in all fairness to Mr. Joule, I m ust say, th a t the exorbitant in
creases of ren t and the appropriation of m ountain grazing had
been accomplished by the outgoing landlord. I should, perhaps,
here observe th a t it was a very general practice with retiring
landlords in this district to
SA LT T H E IR E S T A T E S W IT H R E N T ,
before putting them to m arket for sale— th a t is to say, piling up
rents to a fabulous figure in order to fetch a high price. Purchase
money was regulated by the rental, and the prospects held out
generally of its capability of being increased even yet more.
T his was the case w ith regard to Meenacladdy. Mr. Woodhouse
had raised the re n t of Meenacladdy from £31 to £67, and had
taken from the tenants 1,180 acres of mountain grazing.
GRAZING COMMONAGE IN C L U D E D IN THE OLD
RENT
to which they had a right, by use and occupation, since time im.r
memorial. I t should be particularly noted th a t those grazing
commonages m ust have been included in the old rents. Since
the advent o f Mr. Joule, some new cuts have been added, and
in this way rent further increased to some extent.
The area held in fee by landlord is about 1,230 acres, includ
ing water. The area perm itted to remain in hands of tenants is
about 720 acres. The valuation of the land held in fee by land
lord is a little over l i d per acre. The valuation of land in pos
session of tenants is exactly l i d per acre. I n this case, as in all
other cases, the difference of value has been created by the in
dustry and labour of the tenants.
At the time of the disastrous— disastrous to the tenants—
change forced upon the tenants by Mr. Woodhouse, they were also
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OBLIGED TO CHANGE THEIR DWELLINGS
to meet the change effected by taking the place out of the rundale
system. I his was an additional severe hardship and expense.
I hus the poor tenants of Meenacladdy were deprived of the twothirds almost of their land, and the rent on the rem nant left was
IN C R E A SE D M ORE THAN 100 P E R CENT.
The disastrous effect of all this is strikingly brought out by a com
parison of the stock— sheep and cattle—possessed by tenants pre
vious to this raid on their rights, and the stock in their possession
in subsequent years. The comparative statistics were made out for
tlie now well-known Mr. Tuke, in the spring of 18^0.
From
those statistics, which are given with full particulars, in Appendix
1. of Mr. Tuke s pamphlet, “ A visit to Donegal and Connaught
in the Spring of 1880,” it appears that the number of cattle
usually possessed by the tenants of Meenacladdy previous to the
days of landlord aggression 011 their rights—about ’54 was 248,
as compared with ? 1, which was the num ber in their possession
in 1880. The number of sheep usually had in those days when
people had the mountains was 928, aud in 1880, the num ber of
sheep was only 127. I have not taken a census of the stock this
year, but I very much fear that the stock is diminished even much
more since 1880. The number of families in Meenacladdy is 4 0 .
They are uniformly poor and miserable. They are, in fact, more
uniformly wretched than the inhabitants of any other townland in
Gweedore, except perhaps, the persecuted poor of Glasserchoo.
All the tenants in Meenacladdy, except those disqualified bv
reason of sub-division, had rents fixed by Court of Land Commis
sion in 1854.
In the 28 cases disposed of by Court an average reduction of
thirty-three one-third per cent, was granted. By this means the
rent of £71, which had been punctually paid for over thirty
years, was reduced to about £50. Of course several tenants were
debarred of benefit of Land Act on account of sub division. The
adversity of the past ten years told woefully on Meenacladdy.
There was hardly an alternate year since in which their m ain
tenance did not depend largely on public charity. I t was not
therefore, surprising th at they fell into arrear in the payment of
rent. Pressure in the shape of ejectments were brought upon
them more than once by the landlord. B ut with only this result,
T H A T PU B L IC CHARITY PA ID T H E B IL L
to maintain the families attacked in the shelter of their liumblo
homes. The last payment towards this object was made by me
in January, 1886, being for rent and costs to the amount of £34
In the previous year I had paid over £14 to keep poor Widow
N

108
O’B rien in h er homestead.

T his thing'could not go on for ever

and in 1887 the tenants of Meenacladdy threw in then lo tw ith
the other tenants of the district. My note to the agent enelos^ng
resolutions of the m eeting of November, 188/, drew from the
landlord, Mr. Joule, the following reply
L E T T E R O F MR. JO U L E .
Rothesay, 28th November, 1887.
D ear S ir — I duly received the copy of the last three reso
lutions said to have been adopted at a monster meeting on the
first of the m onth, accompanied by a letter from Jam es M Fad e
P .P ., the Chairm an, I presume, who asked you to inquire
m y views on said resolutions.
All I have to say in reply is th a t I do not acknowledge any
rig h t on the p art of the P riest to interfere w ith my tenants, and
th a t I think it would be well if F ath er M ‘Fadden would confine
himself to his spiritual duties.
_
.

I shall, therefore, take no notice of resolutions forwarded
through him—probably drawn up by himself, and passed
bidding.— I remain, dear Sir, yours truly,
B. S t. J . B. J o u l e .

II. M. Philips, Esq., Tubberkeen House, Dungloe.
EJECTMENTS ISSUED.
L ast year, while I was in D erry gaol, Mr. Joule brought
ejectm ents ag ain st 10 of his tenants.
H aving noticed the proceedings in the press, I wrote to the
Solicitors of the landlord w ith a view to effect an arrangem ent.

FATHER M'FADDEN OFFERS A SETTLEMENT.
I give herewith the letter itself, and an account of what
fo llo w ed :—

-,
[COPY.J

M E E N A C L A D D Y PROPERTY. MR. B. ST. J. B. JOULE.
LANDLORD.
Messrs. M a llin s & M u r ph y ,
tw t?
Í see by eiectments issued recently against

; r - £ s ^

í r a

í r ï s y s s
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the tenants will convince any one of this.
They have become
helplessly in arrears to the landlord and shopkeepers. I am quite
sure they could not arrange with all their creditors at Is in the
£ . Rents and debts due against them are bad, unpayable, and
uncoUsctable. From the manner in which the landlord has treated
the people in the past nine or ten years, and from the way he is
dealing w ith his tenants of Tory Island, I believe th at he is a
good-hearted, forbearing m an ; and I cannot believe th at he
would, of his own free choice, press upon those poor tenants for
impossible payments or object to a reasonable arrangem ent. I
therefore, desire to convey to you 011 behalf of the tenants of all
Meenacladdy, except the bailiff, an offer.
I t is the best offer I
can make ; it is the best offer will likely ever be made. I t is made
now in all earnestness for an amicable settlement. I shall be the
only person who will suffer from it.
The longer it remains un
accepted by the landlord, the worse it will be for the landlord. I
speak to you th u s frankly aud openly not by way of threat, but
because I am really opening to you my heart and my mind fully
on the subject. I beg to offer you a cheque for a gross year’s rent
of the townland at present rate, excluding bailiffs rent, provided
that, in consideration of receiving such cheque from me, you (1)
will giv e me a clear receipt to last gale day, which is at present
1st May, 1888, for each and every tenant of the townland, exclud
ing bailiff of course. (2) T h at you will recognise as tenants all
sub-tenants now in the townland ; (3) and th at you will grant a
reduction of 6s in the £ on their present rents, as the rent payable
in future to the few tenants who have not had their rents fixed
by the Court of Land Commission.
I think the gross year’s rent a t present rate, amounts to
about £45. Of course, I assume the cancelling of costs incurred
by all past legal proceedings, and the abandonment of all present
legal proceedings. I also,.of course, assume th at any tenant,
who is now, or who may become, before the acceptance of
these terms, a caretaker, th at such tenant will be re-instated
tenant.
J ames M ‘F adden , P.P.,
n
, T
Gweedore.
Dated 4th June, 1888.
P.^. I m ust add that it is out of my power to enlarge or
improve the above-stated term s in the landlord’s interest.
J .’ M‘F.
P.S. ?— As to exact amount of gross rent I do not bind my
self, but, of course, I should get a list of townland and the exact
present rental ; and any payments already made or hereafter to be
made direct to the landlord, or anyone acting for him, should be
deducted from amount to be lodged by me.
J , M‘F ,

iio

Mr. Mallins returned to me letter of which above is aTcopy
suggesting that I had better communicate direct with landlord on
SUbjI Cthen enclosed letter to Mr. Joule, on 14th June, w ith the
following note :
[COPY.]

Londonderry Jail,
14th June, 1888.
13. S t. J . B . J o u l e , E s q .,

Sib— I sent th e enclosed letter touching your Meenacladdy property to your solicitors. I t has been returned to me
w ith I note suggesting th a t I should correspond w ith the landM
m
A
'■ therefore, take leave to forward to
you tlie com m unication w ithout alteration 01 change.
D

ea f.

T rusting th a t the m atter w ith which it deals will receive
your favourable consideration,
I rem ain, yours respectfully,
J a m e s M 'F a d d e n , P .P .,

Gweedore.
T H E L A N D L O R D DOES N O T D E IG N TO R E P L Y .
To the above com m unication the landlord did not deign to
reply and things rem ain still in the condition m which they were
then,’ w ith only this difference th a t another year’s rent has smce
accrued.
D E C R E E S O B T A IN E D , AND E V IC T IO N M ADE-EASY
N O T IC E S SE R V E D .
Eiectment decrees were obtained in due course and “ evic
tion made-easy notices” served, by which the ten tenants were
converted into caretakers.
I bow find th a t summonses have been served upon them to
appear at Petty Sessions, Bunbeg, on 2 3 rd instant, to show cause
why they should not give up possession of their holdings.
O RD ERS FOR POSSESSION, AND E V IC T IO N S TO
FO LLO W .
T he m agistrates of Buubeg will issue orders for possession
i linv^ nnrl theveaftetp will follow, but not earlier than ei-_.li
S é x t o o S a r , eviction o .» (» ig » , wliic], is th re .ta .e d to v.sit
this district in October.

Ill

Mrs. Anne Stewart’s Property in Gweedore,
Mrs. Anne Stewart is the owner of Knockfolla, or Bloody,
foreland. It contains 1,187a., Sr., 16p. All the land and mountain are in the use and occupation of the tenants. The t o S n d
lies like a broad plateau at the base of Bloodyforeland, which
n fH .° VAti
Í - t -re the sea leveI> sPread ° u t to the shore
of the Atlantic, which rises abruptly from the water’s ed°v to
the landing above
T he shore forms a regular precipice all
round the outer edge of the plateau. The American Liners
(Anchor Line Company) take their
s
B EA R IN G S TO N E W YORK FROM BLOODYFORELAND
M OUNTAIN.
T hetow nland is lying flat before every storm from north and
west, and the chances of raising a crop successfully in any year
is exceedingly precarious.
Its inhabitants, who number 33
families, are very poor.
miuiuei óó
T H E FO RM ER R E N T O F BLOODY FORELA ND , £4.
The rent of Bloodyforeland, according to the information
furnished to me by its oldest inhabitants, was fo r m e r ly ™ I t
r ^ o M r 86*1
y ™lsed t0. £} tí’ theu again to £26 5s ; and
about 3o years ago it was raised to the
E X C E SSIV E R A C K -R EN T OF £4 3 14S 6d.
The valuation of the land is £81, or less than £1 per household
and about sixpence per acre.
9
Sub-division prevails to a great extent, and only six of the
tenants were eligible to go into court of Land Commission In
only tour ot these six cases were reductions granted The oTOss
rent in these four cases is £ 8 10s Cd, and the reduction allowed
amounted to about 25 per cent. Practically, therefore, the rackrent that has extorted for over 30 years is the rent still payable.
POOR R A TES IL L E G A L L Y CHARGED.
Up to 1880 poor-rates were charged and collected olf the
Iatf all
T g •are %
T e ? 0tmuch
lef lly
Cntitled
tQ Pay
Poor-rates
all. ’ nThey
all W
valued
under
£4, and,
according
to
the law, it is necessary to be valued above £ 4 , in order to become
liable for poor-rate. On this point I have before me two receipts
setting forth how this
^
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ayas

CARRIED t o a n
PITCH,

e x t r a o r d in a r y

so th a t parties were charged not only h a lf th e poor-rate as it is
represented to be done, b u t actually m uch more than the who
poor-rate payable for the year.
I find from the receipt before m e th a t P a t
iH u ° h ) was charged and paid for h a lf poor-rate m 1877, th ee
shilUnns Now, I believe, th a t the rates made th a t year on the
E lectoral Division was only one shilling, and the rate is always
struck on the gross valuation.
T he gross valuation ot P at
M 'Fadden (H ugh) is £ 2 5s. Therefore, th e whole poor-rate for
th a t year would be only two shUUngs arul three pence and to
satisfy for half poor-rate, poor M 'Fadden is fleeced out of
shillings. H e was treated in the same way m lb , S.
A nd in 1878 Jo h n M'Geady, whose' gross valuation is only
£ 2 2s was charged, for h a lf poor-rate, two shillings, whereas,
the whole poor-rate was only about two shillings and one penny.
Some agitation was necessary to put an end to
SU CH A TR O CIO U S IM P O S IT IO N S .
T he people are perfectly illiterate, only one man in the townland
can write his name.
Legal proceedings were had recourse to at various tim es
for the past five years, to oblige the tenants to continue to pay
the impossible rents demanded, b u t they were
U T T E R L Y U N A B L E TO L IV E ,
m uch less to pay rent. T he last settlements with the land agent
were made in January, 1885, by means of public charity, and
the tenants were obliged to depend largely on charity, even for
existence, for the past ten }ears.
v
I believe th at the landlady is a rath er good representative
of her class, and th a t
IF L E F T TO H E R S E L F
she would be sympathetic and indulgent. No rent has been paid
for soine years, and the landlady shall have to elect, between
clearing the townland or accepting such terms as the tenants will
be able to meet.
sincerely hope th a t she will yield
natural kindly disposition,
d e s p it e a l l e x t r a n e o u s in f l u e n c e ,
I

and adopt the latter course. The following newspaper report
d escrib es the last attem pt to enforce payment ot rack-rents in
Bloodyforeland :—
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(D em j Journal , 10th October, 1887.)

THE GWEEDORE EVICTIONS.
COLLAPSE OF T H E CAM PAIGN.— W IT H D R A W A L OF
T H E PO L IC E FORCE.
E N G L IS H V ISIT O R S ON T H E SCEN E
G w eedoee
F r id a y
N io m .- T h e Gweedore evictions have
come to a sudden term ination in spite of the determination of
Colonel Lopping to refuse all offers of settlem ent and execute his
decrees. On T hursday evening, after I had left for Dun W h y
a telegram was, received by the Resident M agistrate o r d e r i n g
: ‘' r al °
6 ° f §°hce en8'aSed in protecting the agent
and his emergencymen, and in consequence the work of extermi
nation had to be abandoned. The cause for the action of the
Government is unknown, b ut it is conjectured that the visit of
tW ffp T n
a
er Ellglish gentlemen to Gweedore had
the effect of bringing m atters to a crisis. The suddenness of the
change is best told by the fact that about ten o clock on F rid a?
morning the Resident M agistrate, contrary to his opinion e l
pressed the previous evening, received a telegram ordering the
evictions to proceed, and in the evening o f the same dfy he
received the order directing the withdrawal of the police B ut be
the cause what it may, for the present, the work of extermination
is stayed in Gweedore. I t is understood, however, that Colonel
Dopping will apply for a renewal of the lapsed warrants, and for
fresh ones at Bunbeg P etty Sessions on the 25th of the present
month, and th at the Campaign will be re-opened forthwith
la
the meantime the efforts of Professor Stuart to obtain a settlement
have not been successful. The learned professor left Gweedore at
an early hour this morning for Dublin, where he purposes having
an interview with Captain Hill, owner of the property, with a
view to arranging the difference between him and his tenants.
. .M r- Blane, M.P., arrived at Gweedore to-day to attend the
evictions, but was agreeably surprised to learn that they were
over for the present. B ut though the evictions were over the
preliminaries for a fresh series on a neighbouring property were
to be gone through, and a force of fifty men, under Mr. Bourke
7 bounty Inspector Lennon, and D istrict-Inspector Winder
marched from Gweedore Hotel this morning to Bloodyforeland
l oint, for the purpose of protectiug bailiffs while demanding possession from seven tenants
OX T H E E S T A T E OF MRS. STEW A RT,
Dalkey, County Dublin, who had been evicted and reinstated
caretakers. The time for redemption having elapsed possession
was to be demanded to-day, in order that warrants for eviction
m ight be obtained at next Petty Sessions. Originally tiie rental
of Bloodyforeland was £26 Sa, but it was raised to £ 4 3 13 8 ^d.
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T h e seven te n a n ts to be evicted owe t o
S
th ird s of w hich are costs heaped o n ^ ^ c e s s a n y y

5
‘
^
.q
a
of the A tlan tic gales
„ ^
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were again halted, and the County Inspector asked Mr. Bourke
R.M., to read the Riot Act. T hat gentleman did not consider
that proceeding necessary, and F ather M‘FadÜen, addressing the
people in Irish, they scattered along the hillside, but still kept in
sight of the police. The bailiff now made his first demand for
possession. T he house to which he went had had the door re
moved, the fire extinguished, and all the inmates were gone out
ot it. The farce of dem anding possession from the empty build
ing was gone through, and the procession moved on.
The next
house was visited, and the same absurd proceeding gone through
and a third was about to be visited, when F ather M‘Fadden*
noticing th at the houses were being visited seriatim,, suspected
th at the bailiff did not know from whom to demand possession
and asked for a list of the seven caretakers. T he bailiff refused1
and replied he was going to demand possession
FROM E V E R Y T EN A N T IN T H E TOW NLAND.
Father M‘Fadden protested against this course, and Mr. Beale and
Mr. beager interfering, pointed out th a t the bailiff m ight be prosecuted for trespass by such of the tenants as were not caretakers.
Mr. Bourke, R.M ., and Mr. Lennon consulted, and told the bailiff
th at they would only afford him protection to such houses as he
had a right to visit. I t then turned out th a t the bailiff knew
only one out of the whole lot, aud intended to take the course of
visiting all the houses, as Father M‘Fadden suspected. This Mr.
Bourke would not allow, and the police were marched back a^ain
to the Gweedore Hotel, and the object of the landlord party was
completely frustrated. I t should be stated th at both the County
Inspector and the R.M. expressed themselves as most anxious to
avoid a collision between the police and people.
i -ii - Í S the P°lice moved off the Pe°l3le S phered together on the
hillside overlooking the ocean, on the extreme end of Bloodyforeland Point, and an immense meeting was organised immediately,
la th e r M‘Fadden presided, and there were also present—-Mr.
Blain, M.P., Mr. E. J. Beale. Mr. Renwick Seager, Rev. P. Dunleavy, Gar tan, and Rev. J . Boyle, Termon.
Mr.
who received quite an ovation, said he was happy
to say that they had made arrangements of such a character that
the landlords, bumbailiffs, agents, m ilitary and constabulary had
that day been defeated. (Cheers.) They had won on that ’occa
sion. The bailiff had demanded possession at one or two houses
but he would have to make these demands over again. He w’as
delighted to see the admirable self-restraint exhibited by the
people th at day under great provocation, for he could imagine no
greater provocation than that of a man stating to anotherlhat he
had the power of driving him forth from
o
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homesteads they would only be accompanying the men of the Irish
Parliamentary Party, and they could rest assured th a t th a t would
not be calculated to obtain the payment of impossible rents. (Loud
cheers.)
Mr. E. J . Beale said the Liberal Party was determined that
the lo r y Government would not make the tenants pay too heavy
a price for the land. H e had been in Gweedore for the past two
days, and he was annoyed at the price th at was put on w hat was
called farms. H e would simply call them back gardens. I t was
a farce to call them farm s—they were not large enough—(cheers
and laughter )—and it was a farce and a delusion for the landlord
to demand a rent th at the land could not possibly pay.
(Hear
hear.) He was sure th at neither the Liberal Party nor the tenants
wished to rob the landlords, but at the same time they m ust see
th at the landlords did not rob the tenants. (Cheers.) I t was
desirable th at the landlords should be paid a reasonable price for
their claim on the land, and then let them go, and God be with
them
(Laughter.) He expressed his delight at the order observed by the people th a t day, at a tim e of extreme provocation
and said if the voters of England were aware of what the Irish
police really was they would have them cleared away and a proper
police force created in their place. (Cheers.)
Continuing the
speaker said he believed the people of Ireland did not want separation, but only Home Rule, such as the other countries under the
English Crown enjoyed, and he assured the meeting th at it would
only be a very short time until they enjoyed that blessing.
(Cheers.) I t would be one of the first measures passed by°a
Liberal Government. I t m ight be some time before the Tory
Government was out of power, because they would cling to office,
as they knew th at once out of office it would be many a lon^ day
ere they would again be in office to misuse their power as° they
had done for the last few months. (Cheers.)
Mr. Seager proposed the following resolution, which was
unanimously adopted—“ T h at we vehemently protest against the
Government sending its forces to carry out such an outrage
farce, and illegal proceeding as was witnessed to-dav, and warns
them th at such action is calculated to exasperate” an already
suffering, patient, and forbearing people. T hat this meetin" of
tenants in Gweedore protests against the action of the landlords
in attempting to coerce the people into payment of an impossible
rent, and expresses hope in the liberality o f.G reat B ritain in
bringing about a satisfactory settlement of the Land Question and
obtaining Home Rule for the people of Ireland.”
Father M'Fadden briefly addressed the meeting, and the
people quietly dispersed.
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I h a re been requested to state th a t F a th e r M 'F a d d e n h a s
received the sum of £ 2 5 from M ost Rev. D r. Walsh, to m sh tu te
a fund for the evicted tenants in Gweedore, and the 1 roiesaoi lias
prom ised £ 5 0 tow ards the same object. I t is understood th a t at
the P etty Sessions in Bunbeg on the 24th ot tne present month,
the peasants arrested for defending th eir homes will be pro
secuted under the Crimes A ct. In the m eantim e quiet will leign
in Gweedore, as the police force leave for their respective stations
to-morrow.

The Gweedore Property of the Earl of Leitrim.
The E arl of L eitrim owns one townland in Gweedore, Moneymore. I t lies like an isosceles triangle on the side of Mount
E rrig al, with its base washed by the shore of Duulewey lake a
its top at the sum m it of the m ountain. The area of
laud is only 492 acres, and the valuation of the laud is
about lOd per acre. T here are only eleven tenants. 36o’ acres
in fee by landlord at a valuation of £ 2 10s or l 4d per
acre. T he portion of 127 acres occupied by tenants is valued at
tw o shillings per acre, the enhanced value of this portion being
largely created by th e industry and labour of the tenants
y
the arrangem ent between th e present landlord and the tenante
under the Land A ct in 1882, the tenants are allowed the use of the
405 acres for grazing, turf, &c.
T H E IR O N AGE O F LA N D LO RD ISM
in this townland passed away to a great extent w ith th eo ld j » ^
under the late L ord Leitrim . The oppressive practices under the
reign of the late E a rl contam inated the managem ent of the estate
the present earl until he was able to reconstruct the con
stitution of his office. The last display of la n d b rd powe r m
Moneymore was in December, 1881, w h e n Colonel D oppin- came
down w ith the sub-sheriff to evict the whole townland. I thmfc
about eight of the tenants were able to manage to pay and the
rest were evicted. Colonel Dopping passed away from the manage
ment of the L eitrim estate in the following year, and w ith him
further trouble for Moneymore.
U nder the old E arl of Leitrim the rent was increased from
£ 1 3 to £41 10s, and 365 acres commonage were taken from tne
tenants, and the rig h t to turf. I t is also said th a t
T H E OLD E A R L C H A R G ED PO OR-RATE
in cases in which tenants were not by law entitled to pay it.
Under the present Earl, by agreem ent between himself and the
tenants, the rent of £41 10s was reduced to £ 2 6 10s, ami au
former rights restored.
a
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The agent, Mr. M anning, in reply to my letter containing
resolutions of meeting of 1st November, 1887, consented to grant
a further reduction of 20 per ceut. on the above reduced rent. I
considered this action reasonable, and I accordingly approved it,
and recommend it to the tenants, and they paid the rent, and
theii has been no trouble th at I have heard of on the estate since.
1 understand th at a liberal reduction was allowed last year as well.
T H E M ETH O D S OF IN C R EA SIN G T H E R E N T S
under the old Lord Leitrim , as they find illustration in this
townland was certainly extraordinary.
About 185G the late E arl took it into his head to increase
the rent oi Moneymore, and his then agent, a Captain Baker,
was sent around to visit the place and make a report. I t leaked
out the basis of increase would be the number of oat stacks in
the haggard by each house. I t was in October when the crops
had been just gathered into the little gardens.
T he estate
bailiff, who happened to be friendly to one of the tenants, H u ° t
him the hint about tlie coming tour of inspection,
and about the oat stacks. H ugh took the suggestion, and amalgamated his two little stacks into one. . And, as a m atter of fact
tlie rent of H ugh was fixed inexplicably lower than th at of his
neighbours. Widow Gallagher happened to have two farms
one on the Leitrim estate and one on another estate adjoinin"
near to hand. She worked both farms, and she collected the
produce of both little holdings into the garden near her dwelling
on the Leitrim estate. Captain Baker came around, counted the
stacks in the garden of Widow Gallagher, reported thereon, and
ttie rent ot the poor widow for tlie holding under Lord L eitrim ,
W H IC H HAD B E E N A LR EA D Y EX C ESSIV ELY H IG h |
and which was 32s, was increased to the crushing rack-rent of

THE DUNLEWEY ESTATE,
This estate passed into popular hands about fourteen years
ago, and since th a t time it has been managed in a broad liberal
spirit, and largely in sym pathy with the requirements of the
tenants. I here is hardly au estate in Gweedore, however, th at
was so excessively rack-rented by its former owner, Mrs. Russell,
ih e former rent of £ 4 2 13s Gd had been raised to about £142
■by mutual a p e m e n t with present owner, Mr. Heburn, this rackrent was reduced to about J9 7 , a few years ago. In ’87 the
landlord had the good sense to recognise the necessity of the times
and to yield to the moderate demand of the tenants, which the
other landlords in the district had spurned. As a result he -o t
aulkublyt8

Mr' HebUm mid his teiuluts Sot ou most
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H E N E V E R PRESSES T H E M UNDULY,
and lie receives such payments as they are able to make. He
wisely discontinued the services of Mr. Hewson, as agent, some
years ago, and this had an im portant influence for the better foi
landlord and tenants. Mr. Hewson is the notorious George Hewson,
o f Dromahair, who is now, and has been, for 5 years, managing
the O lphert estate.
_
T he area of the D unie wey estate is about 7,075 acres, and
the average valuation of the land is about 2 j d .
There
are 4,164 acres held in f e e by the landlord. Tw o-thirds of
e
tenants are fairly off as com pared w ith the p e o p l e generally , and
about one-third of them share in the struggle for bare life charac
teristic of (rweedore. W ere it not th a t the landlord is a ^
hearted, sym pathetic gentlem an, the condition of the tenants
would be far different.

THE CROLLY ESTATE,
The Crolly estate belongs to a Mr. Key, who resides, I believe,
in London. T he agency was in the hands of Mr. Hewson, the
now famous agent of the still more famous estate of O lphert. i
am not aware th a t he has exercised any agency functions wit i
regard to Crolly for some time. And, I think, so m uch the bette
for the landlord and the tenants. T he area, of Crolly
18 acres, 1 rood, and 35 perches ot water), is 2,471a dr. M p.
Its valuation i s £ 2 5 5s, or about 2fd per acre T h e r e n t of
Crolly, when purchased by Mrs. Russell, from whose hands it
passed to Mr. Key, was £24. T his philanthropic lady
R A ISE D IT TO £65.
At this figure it stood until 1884, when by the decision of the
Court of L and Commission this rack-rent was reduced to a.lesser
rack-rent of £ 4 8 10s l i d , or about 28 per cent off. T hus even
the reduced rent is nearly 100 per cent, higher than the valuation
and over 100 per cent, higher than the old rent. The rack-rent
of £65 had been paid for over thirty years. The last attem pt to
enforce its payment was by a wholesale
E V IC T IO N o f t h e E N T IR E TOW NLAND i n 1885. ^
Thp first attem pt to carry o u t the evictions in February, 188o,
proved abortive, but the attack was resumed m the iollowing
Mav and on th at occasion the agent was somewhat more flexible
to make ; aud, on that occasion, chanty came to the assistance ot
some of the tenants, and preserved the roof trees ovei them, h o
rpnfs have been paid since. S e v e r a l attempts were made y
tenants to obtain reductions suitable to the failing oft in prices
and the adversity of the seasons,
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BUT ALL EFFORTS FAILED.
For some time past the tenants have not been troubled with any
applications for rent. T here seems to be no responsible person to
represent the landlord, and the whereabouts of the landlord him 
self is unknown to me or any of the tenants.
From the necessarily short summary I have given of the
eight estates, or portions oi estates, in Gweedore, it appears that
the benefits of the Land A ct of 1881, such as they are, have
reached, in various ways to all the tenants in Gweedore, except
about thirty 011 the Olphert estate, and about twenty-five on the
Stewart estate, and about twelve on the Joule estate. The benefit
to the great majority on the Nixon estate is very insignificant,
because it was by an agreement with the landlord a t the paltry
reduction of about 12£ per cent.
M ARVELLOUS SUMS P A ID AWAY IN RACK-RENTS.
I find by totting up figures a t my disposal th a t the gross rent
of Gweedore, previous to the operation of the Land Act of 1881
was 111 round figures about £1,740. By the operation of the
Land Act th at amount has been reduced by about £450.
T hat
leaves the gross rent still payable by the people of Gweedore about
£1,290. This amount payable now is 100 per cent, above the
amount payable thirty-five years ago, and is 35 per cent, above
the Government valuation. B ut the Government Valuation is no
standard for rent, because the Government valuation is 600 per
cent, above the value of the land in the condition in which the
tenants received the land from the hands of the landlord, and the
higher value of the land now has been made and created by the
tenants alone, the landlord not having in any way contributed
anything towards it. T he rent payable in justice and equity to the
landlords of Gweedore for its 44,00u acres, would be about £366.
And if a law were passed, giving the poor struggling tenants the
benefit of their improvements, its rent would be reduced to that.
T hat would be a fair rent. Taking th a t as a fair rent which
should have been payable for the thirty years previous to ’84,
instead of the rack-rent of £1,740, one finds th at at 1884 the
tenants of Gweedore had already paid to their landlords in the
shape of rack-rent, £41,220, or over
112 YEARS' PU RCH A SE !
Taking even the present rent of £1,290, as a fair rent, which it
is not, instead of £1,740, the tenants paid in the thirty years’
previous to '84, £13,500, or eleven years’ purchase.
There aie only tuo ways of restoring equilibrium in the present
confusion. The one way is to enact a law to fix equitablv and
fairly the value of the tenants’ interest in the land, giving him
credit for his improvements ; the other, a discontinuance of dual
interest by purchase. The principle of the first way has been
recognised by the Act of 1870. T hat Act recognises the faqj that
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the landlord is not the owner of the land, that he is only a joint
owner with the tenant. Every legislation on the land question
since has been a confirmation and expansion ot that principle, but
no law yet has gone sufficiently far
TO DO A M PLE JU S T IC E TO T H E TENANT.
I know th at the law is inadequate, and that its administration is
deplorable, so much so that the Act of ’81 may be said to be
played out, and that it must be replaced by a better Act. But 1
think that the public should not fail to throw its proportion of the
blame of the shortcomings of the Land Courts on the law itself.
■Why allow the Court any discretion in a m atter affecting the
tenants’ rights ? Why not introduce a clause in the Act directing
that the Court shall </ive the Tenant due credit for all his improve
ments ? I f th at were so, the rent of Gweedore
WOULD BE PAYABLE AND WOULD BE PAID.
But it is hopeless to expect th at its people will be able to pay
rents immeasurably out of proportion to what is equitably due to
the landlord. I do hope th at a day will soon come when one or
other of those ways will be adopted to get out of the dead lock
that now exists. I t may be said by some, who do not feel the
weight of the situation that the rents are small. Small is a relative
word, and suppose some standard beside which the thing' so
designated is placed. I would ask those people what standard do
they apply when they say th at the rents m Gweedore aie small.
Compare them to any standard available, and do justice to the
tenant and you will find them excessively hw/h. If a man owe 10s
and has not a penny, and that the non-payment of the Ids huils
him out on the street, robs him of his house of his improvements
and of the fruit of the sweat and toil of his lue ; think you is the
10s an immaterial thing to him ?
FROM T H E BARREN MOOR
the Gweedore tenant has worked bis holding to what it is His
interest in it is counted by the years and years of incessant labour
sunk b that land by himself, liis family, and possibly his fatheis
before him ; and bis interest in it is imbedded in the land and
inseparable from it. The day he is turned out he im st goof empty
handed, he cannot carry his interest m the land with him.
P
say that he may pet compensation, under the Act oi /0, in a court
of'law, is to talk like a child. How can a poor man in Gweedore,
who is not able to put boots on his feet, or buy a stone of Indian
meal, to feed himself and his family, how can he move a court of
law ? And what court ?
A COURT DOMINATED IN TH E LANDLORD
IN TEREST !
A poor, simple peasant to bring: a landlord before a landlord court
to get benefit irom a landlord law ! !
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THE NATIVES OF DONEGAL IN GLASGOW.
A SOCIAL

RE-UNION.

(Appendix A.)
On the evening of the 25th November, ’84, I was honoured by being
placed in the chair at the seventh annual re-union of the natives of Donegal
resident in Glasgow and the West of Scotland. My remarks on that
occasion may still have an interest for the reader. They disclose pretty
clearly the condition of the people of Gweedore ; the relations between
people and landlords, the class nature of Irish laws, and the prostitution of
the administration of the law in Ireland. After a suitable introduction I
continued as follows :—
I am glad to see that exile only makes you better patriots and fonder of
home and Ireland, and that you have adopted a most effectual method of
preserving the memories and associations of your native county fresh in
your minds by these pleasant and happy social re-unions. There is one
feature boldly prominent in this assembly, which is particularly gratifying
to me as an Irish priest and an Irish patriot, and which is the best guarantee
to the public of the dignity, respectability, and influence of this meeting.
It also shows that the Irish people, wherever they go, carry with them that
beautiful trait of their character at home—love for and attachment to their
priests. (Applause.) The large and representative attendance of priests
and dignitaries of the Church on this platform to-night proves, natives of
Donegal, that even over here in Scotland you maintain that noble character
of your race. Be it always so ! Patriotism and religion run in the same
channel. In all your undertakings look to those annointed guides, and
rely on it that they will not only save you from errors and indiscretions,
but they will prove your strongest stay in the fiercest winds of adversity_
“ For some may faint and some may stray,
And some may shun the pains, the loss,
But fearless o’er the rugged way
Will press the soldiers of the Cross.”
In this union between priests and people lies the strength of the Irish
Cause, and for this reason have our enemies been always trying to weaken
or break the bond that unites them. But in this they have failed, and
will, please God, ever fail. At no other period, perhaps, of our country’s
history was this union more complete than it is to-day. Bishops, priests,
and people of Ireland are now banded together, under the standard kept
aloft by the Irish Parliamentary Party, and the causes nearest and dearest
to their hearts they entrust to the care and keeping of Mr. Parnell and his
noble colleagues. (Enthusiastic applause.) Yes, in Ireland “ the priests
are with the people still,” and it is a deep pleasure to me to be able, on my
return home, to tell your friends that here in Glasgow and its neighbour
hood the natives of Donegal are with the priests, and the priests are with
P
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the natives of Donegal. It is this burning love which you oherish for the
Irish priest, fighting the battles of his people, and not any personal quali
fication of mine, that has induced you to put in your chair to-night the
parish priest of Gweedore. (Cheers ) This region of Gweedore has a painful and sad history. The common curse of Ireland, bad landlordism, has
fallen with special vengeance on that unhappy district, and even to this
day its people are the pitiable victims of landlord tyranny and oppression
To-night one hundred families in that parish have only the uncertain title
of caretakers to their homes and firesides. On the 1st of January, ’85, the
time for redemption will have passed, and if they will not in the meantime
have paid the full forfeit demanded to the uttermost, by the class law of
Ireland, their lands, their houses, and the fruits of their toil and sweat for
years, will become absolutely vested in the landlord, without any chance of
recovery, and they themselves may be cast on the world without home or
shelter" * Even more, all the tenants of one small estate—twenty-five
fam ilies-are liable to be evicted any day. Rents had accumulated in
recent years through sheer inability to pay. The agent took proceedings
last Juiy, and obtained ejectment decrees. On the 10th mst. he visited the
district, with those decrees very probably in his pocket, and a revolver in
his belt with a view to come to some arrangement. The poor tenants
were unable to meet his terms, and in their helplessness they have only to
await the next step, which will likely be the sheriff and his brigade.
Sorrow and grief must be the portion of many of my parishioners in Donegal,
and it is difficult for to be cheerful under such depressing influences. We
may survive famines and distress, which are the natural outcome ot bad
seasons, because they only come periodically and at distant intervals, but
it will be impossible for us to outlive the constant scourge of landlordism
unless its days are shortened and its power for evil paralysed. I never
knew landlordism so violent and insatiable as it ism this very year m
Gweedore. Landlords must get their own terms,’ irrespective ot the
circumstances of the people, and despite the fact that we are only emerging
from a period of distress and starvation. The year ’83 was a year ot severe
trial to the people, and it was public charity, as you are aware, that
sustained them through the struggle. But the earth may refuse to give the
crop and the people may starve, but the landlord must have his rent Without loss or diminution. There must be no distressful seasons for him.
Other creditors will be satisfied with payments by instalments, but this
will not satisfy the landlord He must get all he asks at once or else eviction.
The other day in Meenacladdy, the agent of Benjamin St. John Baptist
Joule of Rothsay, Isle of Bute, should get two years’ rents from these poor
tenants or else he would prosecute. He unblushmgly told those creatures
if they had the two rents all to twopence, he would not accept it. Some ot
the tenants managed to make up the two years’ rents, though I have been
told that some of these who did so will not be able to give themsehes a
dinner on Christmas Day. The menacing attitude ot the landlords and
their unparalleled conduct during the past year in Gweedore are, it, seems
to me driving the poor people to desperation, Last Sunday week as I was
passing through the church a poor woman ran up to me who seemed m
îrrpjit aeonv of mind. She spoke to me in Irish of course, to the following
effect—“ I have but 24 shillings,” she says, “ which shall I pay, the rent or
some of my lawful debts, which I owe for meal that supported myself and
m y f a m i l y six years ago?” And on yesterday week as I was returning
from a station! poor Widow Doogan almost ran under my horse,s feet
crying “ what will I do ; what will I do ; the bailiff warned me to-day that
I w o u l d get an ejectment process if I would not pay the lent at o
thlse are but samples of the cries and wails that are daily meeting my ears
Here it is well to remark that the inhabitants of Gweedore are not tarmers
in the'proper sense of the term.
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The produce of their small holdings in the most favourable seasons would
not support them for three quarters of the year. They are rather like
applotment labourers, and are dependant largely for their subsistence on
labour. Hence it is that there is in every season of the year a large number
of the able-bodied men of Gweedore in almost every centre of employment
in Scotland and the North of England, and that from early spring till
harvest, there is an almost continuous flow of migratory labourers from it,
and then at harvest time a general exodus of such labourers. And at
home, in Ireland, there is amongst them the general practice of hiring out
boys and girls, and even children, from May to November—and from
August to November, and sometimes even during the winter months, in
the counties of Donegal, Tyrone, Fermanagh, and Derry. To give you an
idea, I will illustrate from a case that came under my notice last week. I
met a parishioner, who has a weak young family, the eldest only fifteen
years. He had been returning from Tyrone with three of his children who
had been at service there during the summer. The eldest, fifteen years,
had been out since May, and had 55s of wages. The second, a child of 13
years, had also been out since May. I did not inquire what wages the second
child had ; but the third, a child of eleven, was at service only since 1st of
August, and had got in that time 35s. The father himself, with whom I
was talking, had only returned from Scotland about a month ago after the
harvest. This may be regarded as
A TYPICAL CASE,
and it shows how much our people depend on employment for a means of
subsistence. It also shows how any falling off in this source of income
must affect their condition. The crop is subsidised by the wages, and vice
versa, and if either the one or the other fail partial distress and destitution
must follow. But if both fail together, starvation or mendicancy are
inevitable. Now the rents are paid by the wages or earnings abroad. I
don’t think there are twenty holdings in Gweedore that pay the rent and
support the families living on them. That Widow Doogan, to whom I
have already referred, as in great dread of getting an ejectment process, had
a little girl of hers hired in her own townland for the summer at 25s. Of
this she managed to save 20s. Her yearly rent is 20s, but she happened to
owe three years’ rent. She told me that she would give the 20s to the
landlord for one year’s rent, and in doing so she was
TAKING THE BIT OUT OF HER OWN MOUTH.
I called into her house one morning last week, as duty brought me in
that direction, and I found herself and her little boy and this little girl
sitting around some boiled potatoes that were laid out on an old sack spread
on the earthen floor, without anything whatever to use with the potatoes.
That poor creature could not pay 20 farthings out of the produce of her
little holding much less 20s, and when her supply of potatoes will fail, to
what will she turn? Now the primary cause of the deplorable condition of
the people of the district from which I come is, in my mind, the misgovernment of Ireland ; and what is said of Gweedore will apply to other parts of
Ireland as well. A good fostering Government, knowing the wants of the
people and legislating for the people, and in behalf of the common weal,
would not allow the causes out of which this condition of things arises to
continue. But English rule in Ireland is sustaining and perpetuating, as
yet at least, landlordism in Ireland, as I hope to show by and by. And
landlordism is the main source and origin of the state of things of which I
complain. About 40 years ago the inhabitants of Gweedore had the
absolute and unchecked enjoyment of its mountains and its lands and its
shores, and they were a pastoral and agricultural people, and though they
had not the polish and jinesse of modern progress, they had the substantial
things on which to live, the butter, the bread and the eggs. I am only
repeating the words of one of the estate bailiffs, giving evidence at

THE COURT OF SUB-COMMISSION IN BUNBEG,
last March. But then there came a horde of property and land speculators
into the country, who purchased up several small estates, and inaugurated
a reign of disaster for the simple peasant people. The people were cleared
down from their mountain grazing and outlets, and they were driven back
from the sand banks that lie along the sea shore, and they were chained
down, as it were, to a narrow ribbon of cultivated land that lay midway
between sea and mountain. Through this strip of land ran the principal
public road, and it was made incumbent on the people, who had almost in
every case to change their dwellings under the new iron regime, to build
their houses as far as possible along the road, so that till to-day the townlands look like one straggled, unsightly street. Then followed
THE DOUBLING OF THE BENTS,
and in some cases even the trebling. For instance, the rental of the townland of Garrick, which was only £42, was raised to £133. And the rental
of Innishirrer Island, which was only £5, was raised to £22 10s. Every
opportunity was availed of to pile on the agony to raise the rents.
Changes of names of tenants and subdivisions were gladly acknowledged
an additional 10s or £1 was put to the rental. New cuts were lock-spitted,
out of the virgin bog, and new tenants were squatted thereon. Nothing
was left undone to make the estates pay. Where people paid best tenants
were allowed to multiply to such extent that there was hardly room to
build their little cabins across their holdings. Where game paid best the
tenants were put off, and the ground preserved for game ; and the mountain
grazing was set to Scotch shepherds. All this encroachment on the rights
of the people and confiscation of their property were not only tolerated by
the Government of the country, but were enforced by the strong arm of the
law. The unhappy region was put in charge of an army of occupation,
which eventually awed the persecuted inhabitants into forced submission.
Therefore do I blame landlordism for the woe that has fallen on the land.
And English rule in Ireland supports landlordism. Its laws are enacted for
landlords, enforced for landlords, and administered by and through land
lords. That English law in Ireland in past times was made for landlords
will hardly be questioned. But I will prove presently that recent enact
ments, which might be regarded as in behalf of the tenants and the people,
are in reality, and by mal-administration, for the benefit of the landlord
class. That English law in Ireland is enforced by the Government for
landlords, let the forty-nine corpses of the crew of the Wasp, that went
down on the west end of Tory Island—let the departed spirits of those
gallant seamen bear me witness ? That the laws are administered by land
lords with us cannot be denied. The landlord sits on the bench ; he pre
sides at the Board of Guardians ; he is all powerful at road sessions court ;
his counsel prevails at the Grand Jury ;
THE LANDLORD IS THE ENGLISH LAW IN GWEEDORE
and in Donegal. I think about 90 per cent, of Donegal magistrates are
landlords or landlords’ agents. Now, I shall deal briefly with four recent
enactments, intended, I will grant, for the benefit of the people. And while
recognising their usefulness, and feeling grateful so far to the Government
that passed them, I will show you that they have been perverted to tlie
benefit of the landlords, if they were not originally and really drafted in
their favour—I refer to the Seeds Supply Act of ’80, the Land Act of ’81,
the Arrears Act of ’82, and the Tramways Act of ’83. The Seeds Supply
Act was administered through the Board of Guardians. The Board of
Guardians of the Dunfanagliy Union, in which Gweedore is situated, is
notoriously landlord, and so far as their service to the poor in my district is
concerned, they might be designated the Guardians of Mogul. But with
regard to the Seeds Supply Act, they took no action until it was late in thg

spring, and the seeding time actually on. They did not—like other boards
—advertise in any newspaper for good seed, but at the eleventh hour
almost every guardian and officer under the board hurriedly opened
A SEED DEPOT,
and every sort of potatoes and oats, with different varieties sometimes
mixed together, were given out to the poor people at extravagant prices.
The goods were provided, I understand, by those several agents at low
prices from every person who had any sort of potatoes or oats to sell,
and were re sold to the poor at fabulous profits. In point of fact it was
so late in the season when the opportunity was given that many had
their crops in, and in several cases, I am told, that oats were obtained
which were never sown at all, but used for other purposes. And in
many cases it is said that cash was given in lieu of seed. I know one
flagrant case, which came under my notice. John Ward got 15s in cash,
instead of 5 cwts. of potatoes, and his name is entered in the rate
collector s book for 21s 4s for each cwt. of potatoes, and Is for weighing
them, forsooth ! This is a specimen of the sweefc oflicialism of the
Dunfanaghy Board of Guardians, guided and ruled by landlords. But
this Act subserved the landlords’ interests. It secured their rent for
them in the following year, and left the poor tenant still deeper in debt.
Let me illustrate by the case of Widow Mary Curran. This poor widow
got eight stone of seed oats under the Act from the guardians at Is 6d
per stone. It produced a stack of 49 small stooks. This stack was taken
by the landlord’s bailiff and the landlord’s two servants in lieu of the
rent, and
THE POOR WIDOW WAS LEFT WITHOUT A STRAW
of her harvest, and she was still indebted for the price of the seed to the
guardians. I am not talking anecdotes. I prove this from the agent’s
receipt which I hold in my hand. It appears she was allowed 42s for
49 stooks, and I was told that the oats were very good, and promised a
good yield (here the rev. gentleman read the receipt.) Therefore, this
Act was made to serve landlords and impoverish the people. At the
present time my people are mercilessly driven by the collector for the
instalments of this rate still due. And he is prosecuting the living for
the arrears due against the dead, though the living party had no concern
with it nor derived any benefit from it ; and also prosecutes for what
was never received at all; and threatens in one case a man, who
purchased a small holding from a man who emigrated, with prosecution
if he will not pay the seed rate due by the man in America. With
regard to the Arrears Act of ’82, it is unquestionable that it was an im
portant boon to the landlords. It secured for them at once one year’s
rent due in November, ’81 as well as the half of the antecedent arrears.
And, having regard to the mercilessness with which the Irish landlord
scourges his tenants with the iron rod of the class law of the land for
recovery of rents, it is not surprising that the arrears were, after all, but
small. The gross rental of holdings under £30 valuation is about
£6,000,000, and the gross amount applied for to Government in liquidation
of the half of the antecedent arrears was only £600,000, or the tenth part
of one year’s rent, so that the loss, if it may be regarded a loss at all,
suffered by the landlords is exceedingly insignificant. But the Act put
poor tenants to extraordinary straits to take advantage of it. I will
illustrate this by one instance in my parish. Bell Dohertv had not paid
the qualifying gale within the prescribed time, and she was anxious to
take advantage of the Act. Her rent is only 3s altogether, but even 3s
she could not realise, except by sale of poultry—
HER STAFF OF LIFE.
She carried two fowls to a shop to sell in order to make out the balance
of the rent which she required. She found one of them smothered when
she came to the shop. The shopkeeper allowed her one shilling for the
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dead fowl, the other she was unable, I iihink, to dispose of, but, however
she managed, she got the 3s, but when she presented the year’s rent the
time for paying the qualifying gale had elapsed, and, after all her efforts,
she lost the benefit of the Act. This I confess to be an extreme case, but
it only conveys an idea of the trouble and straits to which the tenants of
Gweedore were put in order to avail of the Arrears Act. And, after all,
the principal landlord of the district lost only about one-third of the
gross rental of the estate by the operation of the Act. From the circum
stances of the times, and the distressfulness of the seasons then, I am
thoroughly convinced that the landlords scored a good profit by the
Arrears Act. Now, as to the Tramways Act of last year, it is glaringly a
landlord bit of legislation. The interest on the paid-up capital of con
struction is secured by guarantee, half to be paid by cesspayers of
guaranteeing area, and half by Government. And if, after construction,
the
LIN E WILL NOT PAY WORKING EX PEN SE S,
the interest on such deficit will be secured in the same way. Now, let
me observe that no one can be more anxious than I am for the develop
ment of Ireland, where necessary, by railways ; but to saddle an already
poor and over-taxed peasantry with a perpetual guarantee to indemnify
the constructors for paid up capital deserves very serions thought. And
the guarantee required in the case of the Tramways Act is different from
the guarantees hitherto required in the construction of Irish railways in
this that whereas under the special Acts for such purpose hitherto the
taxation should be borne equally between owners and occupiers, in this
case it is to be borne by the occupiers alone, and the owners as such—that
is to say, the landlords—are released from any liability. The Ireasury
undertake the portion of taxation hitherto paid by, the landlords, and the
tenants are left as they were. This seems to me a very clear case of
legislation for landlords. And the landlords are quite alive to the
advantages derivable for themselves from this Act. In Donegal two
proiects of tramways in which I felt interested, as my parish was to be
included in the guaranteeing area, were mainly advocated by the landlord
cla ss-th e same class who, during all the distressful years of 79, 80,
’82 and ’83, exerted themselves to stop the stream of charity flowing to
the district by industriously circulating that either there was no distress
at all, or that it was greatly exaggerated. The termini of the two
proiected lines were to be almost within the demesne walls of two
resident landlords, who tried to secure all the influence of their class to
S ^ p r o jS S ^ c tio n e d by the Grand Jury. The benefit that would
result to those gentlemen by the construction of those lines would be v
enormous Yet as owners they would not have to pay a penny of taxation
on the foot of it. But let the poor tenants of Gweedore and elsewhere
nav forever the guaranteed interest. I say for ever, because it is not
likely that the lines would ever pay. The Irish Parliamentary party,
with their usual keen discernment, saw this difficulty of guarantee in
the scheduled districts, and tried to get a clause introduced to obviate it,
but failed
I am glad to notice that Mr. Parnell has introduced a bill
this session to amend the Tramways Act, and I hope it will meet this
obiection to the Act of last year. Now, I come to a few
OBSERVATIONS ON THE LAND ACT OF ’81,
which is admittedly the best attempt that has been yet made by an
Fnelish G o v e r n m e n t to deal with the land question of Ireland. This
Art
a d m i " e d in the spirit of the Act, would, I think, be a great
tn the eountrv. Bat it has been strangled m its administration,
o° perverted in its use, as to give a new life to landlordism
and to perpetuate rack-rents. This deplorable result is due to the
i n f l u e n c e worked upon the men appointed to administer the Act by the
landlords of the country. I will establish this point by giving you facte
a n d
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from my own experienoe of the working of the Land Act in my part of
Donegal. In the first place, wherever it was heard that tenants desired
to go into Court on a certain estate in my neighbourhood, a most vigorous
effort was made by the landlord and his friends to dissuade them frpm
doing so, and so successful was this system of intimidation, that only
one tenant on that estate put his case in court during the three first
years. And what is most remarkable, and what has never been to my
knowledge explained, this one case, in which instructions had been given,
and notice had been served on the landlord in March, 1882, was not listed
for hearing and adjudicated upon by the Sub-Commission Court until
March, 1884. When after a long interval, some of the tenants on this
estate, took courage to go into court, every strategy was adopted to
discourage them, by constantly harping in their ears about costs, and
threatening appeals, and so on. Eventually the tenants arranged to
meet at a publican’s to collect the necessary information to fill the
originating notices. A sergeant of police, at the instigation, it is sup
posed, of the landlord, came to the publican and told him that if he ad
mitted the tenants into his house for the purpose aforesaid
HIS LICENSE WOULD BE BROKEN
at the next annual renewal of licenses. On the occasion that the tenants
did come to this publican’s place there were two policemen in attendance,
and the publican was so much intimidated that he did not allow the
tenants to enter his house, and they were obliged to retire to a small
cabin in the neighbourhood. In Gweedore 420 cases were put into
court in December, 1883. Of these cases eighty-four from the estate of
Captain Hill were heard at Court of Sub-Commission in Bunbeg, in
March, ’84, and a reduction of 38 per cent was allowed on the gross
rental dealt with. The landlord got furious over this result, and he
promptly appealed the eighty-four cases, and the agent exercised all the
influence of his class to get the Land Commission to take up test cases out
of these eighty-four, and dispose of them at once, and stop the further
hearing of the other cases by the Sub-Commission, and thus prevent
“ similar reductions” being granted to the tenants. Now, this was an
outrageous attempt to interfere with the free action of the SubCommission, and a clear direction to the Land Commission to intervene
to save the landlord from the effects of a fair administration of the law •
and, strange to say, the Land Commission did yield to the landlord
influence, and actually sent down from Dublin a special batch of valuers
to report on the cases prior to hearing. Of course the tenants resisted
this step through their solicitor, and the appeals, thus strangely brought
on out of course by the landlord, were not dealt with. When this strategy
to interfere with the free administration of
THE LAW IN GWEEDORE
failed, another method was had recourse to, which proved eminently
successful on the landlord side. Sir Hervey Bruce, Colonel Digby,
Viscount Galway, and others put question after question in Parliament
about Mr. Gray, one of the Sub-Commissioners, until he (Mr. Gray) was
removed from county Donegal and sent to Cork. The re-constructed
Sub-Commision dealt with the remaining cases, and gave only 25 per
cent, reduction instead of 38, the cases being exactly parallel. Even
still the personnel of this Sub Commission was not sufficiently landlord
*as it had on it Mr. Mahony, who was strongly suspected by the landlord
class of tenant leanings. Hence at the reducing of the number of SubCommissions in July last Mr. Mahony was cashiered, Mr. Gray was
cashiered, and every man who ever displayed any tenant sympathies was
dismissed, and only strong landlord partisans were retained. So that
the present Sub-Commission of Donegal is thoroughly landlord. The
legal member has been a land agent, one of the non-legal members is a land
lord himself, and the other is a firm landlord champion. And, of course,
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the tenants of Gweedore and elsewhere have lost all hope of having theiï
cases impartially tried by such a tribunal, and will not enter their cases
until this is all changed. More than this, the landlords are adopting
another method of preventing tenants going into Court, and that is by
wholesale appeals. Out of 272 cases Captain Hill has appealed 194, and
out of 135 cases Mr. Olphert has appealed 80. This has the effect of
wearying out the poor people, and discouraging them running the risk of
of such expenses as the prosecution of appeals must entail. The result
of all this is that
THE POOR TENANTS ARE BEG INNING TO DREAD
THE COURT,
and, having regard to the trifling benefit that they will obtain through
it, they have ceased to use it. The decision of the court, even in cases
where reduction is supposed considerable, only legalises rack-rent. For
instance, the tenants of a small estate in Gweedore went all into court.
The old rent of the estate was £65 Os 6d. The judgment of the court
reduced it to £48 10s lid , or nearly 100 per cent, over the Government
valuation which is only £25 5s. And it should be clearly borne in mind
that in Gweedore the landlord has not expended one penny”on the holdings,
and that whatever value the land now possesses above its prairie value
is all the creation of the tenants’ industry and labours; and Sir Richard
Griffith’s valuation of the surrounding moor, which is similar to the
present arable to its original state, averages 2£d an acre. And the Land
Act secures for the landlord 1,000 per cent, over this ; even in cases
where reductions are perhaps greatest. Another most ingenious way
of filching away the rights of the tenants under cover of this Land Act
is by agreements between landlord and tenant out of court on form 33.
It is easy to impose upon simple uneducated peasants in this way,
who only attend to the reduction they are offered, and never think of
valuable rights, which they may unwittingly sign away. I have seen
one of these forms, and by it the tenant was asked to give up his title to
seaweed and to turbary, and to undertake the payment of all cpuntycess.
And the form did not set forth what he was getting for the rent. Even
the area was not fixed by it, so that, in point of fact, such documents
LEFT TENANTS EN TIRELY AT THE MERCY OF THE
LANDLORDS.
Having referred to the manner in which the Land Act of ’81 is now
administered, and to the fact that the tenants are rapidly ceasing to use
it, it becomes evident that it is played out and that further legislation on
the subject is imperative. Those who suppose anything else deceive
themselves. There is a feeling that landlordism in Ireland is still all
powerful for evil. The eviction returns of the past six months too pain
fully prove this. Yes, if peace, prosperity, and contentment come to the
Irish people the land laws must be still radically improved—even to the
total abolition of landlordism, which alone will solve the land difficulty.
Employment must be provided for our people at home, and Ireland made
happy and prosperous from her own internal resources. The experience
of three hundred years gives us little cause to expect that this glorious
end will be attained through laws made by strangers. For the realisa
tion, therefore, of our happy hopes we must look forward to the
restoration to Ireland of her right to make her own laws and manage
her own affairs. That bright future may be nearer to us than we are
aware. Ireland is asserting herself all over the world. • Ireland is
asserting herself, as she never done before, in the English House of
Commons. There her noble sons, Parnell and party, are pleading her
cause, and fighting her battles with a vigour and enthusiasm that cannot
fail of victory. Let us be true to them, true to each other, true to Ireland,
and, in a time not far distant, we may celebrate a social re-union, not in
a friendly city in a land of exile, but in the heart of grand old Donegal !
(Loud and prolonged cheering.)
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(Appendix B.)
The H o n . S o m e r s e t W a r d , Downpatrick, who was then acting
agent on the H ill property, in Gweedore, subm itted a list of
purchasers of Tenant-right, th at took place on the estate for the
seven previous years, to Mr. Thomas A. Dickson, M.P., who
had been visiting Gweedore at the time, and had taken a deep
sympathetic interest in the people and their difficulties. The list
furnished was sent on to me by Mr. Dickson, and the receipt of it
induced me to w rite my views to Mr. Dickson, as follows :—
T he list of purchasers furnished proves the greatness of
interest which toil and industry creates in soil which is in itself
comparatively valueless, and how marvellously small the owners’
interest is, as compared w ith th a t of the occupiers. I t proves,
too, the scarcity of land and the growing density of the popula
tion. I t proves an insatiable land-hunger and an inexplicable
attachm ent to childhood’s home, which can alone explain the folly
of an investment, which m ust necessarily be a continuous dead
loss. Yet the cases subm itted are not, as will appear from con
sideration of their peculiar circumstances, fair samples of the
purchase-money paid for small holdings, excluding three or four
of very exceptional character, the sales referred to will not exceed
fifty years’ purchase, and allowing a small average value of £2 0
for the buildings on these lands purchased, it will reduce ths price
to thirty years’ purchase ; which, having regard to the demand,
or rather the requirements, because the demand is not very great,
as there are exceedingly few parties who are able to purchase or
can raise money to do so, and the supply will not be regarded
extravagant even in the present state of the market.
When an opportunity offers of establishing a house, however
poor, and their remains no alternative but the emigrant ship, a
man and wife in Gweedore, or the parents of a young married
couple, will give all they possess or all that they can conveniently
borrow, to take advantage of that opportunity and settle them
selves in the midst of their friends and their native parish. I t is
not, in point of fact, the value of the holding as an agricultural
farm, but how much money can be realised even by contracting
ruinous liabilities, is the subject of consideration. And these
m atters are largely directed by the prospective earning power of
the family. A man with a promising young family, of whom one
or two are already able to enter on service, and he himself able to
go to the English harvest, will contract terrible liabilities, and he
will be credited to an enormous extent, confiding solely in the
working and earning power of the family. In this and like cir
cumstances a man will purchase a little holding at an enormous
price, without a penny in his pocket, or perhaps a meal of^porridge
in his house. For instance the purchase of the holding of 10s
for £45 was made in '82 by a man, who had to go straight to a
Q
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businessman and borrow every penny of the purchase-money.
Aud he becomes liable, for th a t capital, w ith, no doubt, a heavy
in terest as well— and why did he do such a foolish thing ?— his
son had got m arried, and he had to settle him in life, and he
had not a spado, of earth to give him. T his chance turned up by
a death alm ost at his door, and I don't think he would have let it
pass at any money he could possibly raise on his own guarantee.
I t is in providing for some m em ber of a family in this way,
or a young m arried pair getting settled down, or natives returning
from America, th a t all the changes of land take place and p u r
chases are made.
T H E SY STEM OF G IV IN G « NEW C U T S,” '
from the head lands and cut away bog or moor, at the expense
and damage of the tenantry generally, has been put a stop to, and
hence the increased hunger for the occasional spots th a t sheer
poverty, on the p art of the occupiers, causes to be sold. B ut, if
we take regard to facts, the prices are not above w hat the out
going tenant feels him self entitled to on account of his toil, labour,
and improvements. For instance, Ferrigal Boyle, (D aniel) of
Dore, w ithout detailing with m athem atical exactness, all he did
on his holding, created in it an interest represented by £180, his
holdings and offices are well w orth £ 7 0 . H is interest then is
represented by £250. H is fair rent is £ 2 11s ; therefore, his
own interest alone amounts to almost 100 years purchase. But
it should be borne in mind th a t the expenditure of labour and
capital on such land as is on the seaboard of Gweedore, does
not pay, perhaps, in many cases 1 per.cent.
Take again the case of Charles M‘Bride, of Carrickateskin,
who has a “ new cut” a t 12s Gd yearly rent, which you saw. I t
is still only a barren area of about four acros. If Mr. M‘Bride
created an ordinary tenant-interest in it, by reclamation, &c., such
as the hard-struggling labourer in Gweedore does, and build a
comfortable house on it, and thus make it a fit place to rest in fo rv
a home, or what m ight be called a home, I am sure he would
get a very high price lor it, from a returned American, who
wanted to rest, or sta rt some little shop, perhaps, with his money ;
or from a newly-married pair who had no home.
B ut in this case ju s t m ark the fact th a t M ‘Bride bought
this holding of 12s Gd yearly ren t at 30s or 2J years purchase !
T his shows w hat it is th a t creates the high price—the instant
urgent necessity on the p a rt of tlie purchaser to find a resting
place and the competition very probably w ith another in the same
extreme necessity ; the heart-rending, famishing hunger, and
poverty, on the p art of the seller which forces him to p art with
the bit of land on which he had set his h eart and in the recla
m ation of which, may haps, he lias poured his life blood. These
are the circumstances which set up the price of the land in

Gweedore to sucli surprising figures. Though it be b ut a small
return for the am ount of labour expended on it by the tenants
it is excessively above the intrinsic w orth and value of the
commodity. T he circum stances of the place, and the nature
and habits of the people, being th a t of m igratory labourers,
who retu rn to their homes to rest their w earied and worn bodies
for a few m onths every year, and the fact th a t only a very cir
cumscribed area is cultivated, or at the disposal of the people,
make all thoughtful and com petent judges to throw the
M A T TE R O F P R IC E FO R T E N A N T -R IG H T
out of their heads entirely when estim ating the agricultural value
of the miserable holdings of this place. The facts are patent
and are the outcome of the inborn idiosyncrasy of the poor people ;
and, it would be as unreasonable and cruel to punish them for
this second nature, as it would be to crucify the Zulu for the
colour of his skin.
(Appendix C.)
IR IS H N A T IO N A L L E A G U E .-G W E E D O R E BRANCH.
STRONG PRON OU NCEM ENTS

on th e

R E N T Q UESTION .

The usual fortnightly meeting of the above Branch was held
in the League H all the other night. The Rev. Jam es M‘Fadden
presided. After the discharge of routine business the chairman
addressed the meeting. He rem arked with great satisfaction on
the change th at had been worked in the land since last meeting.
The elections had concluded, and Ireland was placed in the proud
position of being represented by men of her own choice and after
her own heart. A miserable minority, embodying landlords and
place-hunters, no longer usurped the power of drafting laws for
Ireland. The return of members of Parliam ent is now vested in
the people instead of the landlords, aud nobly have the people
done their duty. In no county, perhaps, has the emancipation
been so complete as in county Donegal.
It

w il l

be no

LO N G ER R E P R E S E N T E D

by

“ DUM M IES

nor will it be necessary to invoke the services of those splendid
patriots, who have hitherto voiced its grievances in the English
House of Commons. Each division of the county is ably°and
well represented, and the W est Donegal Division of the county
may rest assured th at its wants and its grievances will be faith
fully looked after by the courageous and intrepid southern, into
whose hands it has lovingly committed itself.
Having wrested
ourselves successfully out of the grip of landlords as usurpers of
the right of franchise, there remains for us in order to achieve
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our thorough redem ption and regeneration, b u t to shake off the
blighting influence of th is class as land ow ners and ren t extorting
machines. This, too, is made practicable by the efforts of a
united people, and if it will not be accomplished w ithin a very
short period
T H E B L A M E W IL L L I E W IT H T H E P E O P L E .
As long as existing rents are paid, so long will there be landlords
and landlords of the very w orst type. T here is no word of any
landlord in Donegal taking advantage of the Purchase Act. Nor
will there be any word so long as the tenants pay the rack-rents
th a t are now screwed out of the people. W e shall see how the
process of collecting rents will go on in this season, which fore
runs one of the hardest sum mers, according to the best authorities,
which has come since ’47. W e shall see w hether the Govern
m ent will sacrifice the people in order to satisfy the unjust and
unnatural demands of landlords. We shall see w hether the simple
benighted people will gather, scrape, sell, borrow, and beg to pay
the landlord and cheat and rob the merchant. W hether they will
m aintain the luxury of idlers, and be forced themselves to appeal
to public charity to save themselves and their wives and children
from perishing by hunger. W here nothing can be paid or ought
to be, I cannot see the use of petitions or memorials. I f all, or
nearly all were able to pay a reduced rent, I then would advise
th a t course, but I know th a t the vast m ajority of the people can
pay 110 rent in the present year. N or are they bound by any law
to do so, nor will any ju s t law compel them. W hen land fails to
m eet the first claims upon it, it is foolish to argue about claims
th a t come next in order. B ut the land for several years past,
more especially this year, has not produced the wherewithal to
rem unerate the tenant for his labour and capital. In such cir
cumstances to talk of rent being payable as a just debt is out of
the question. Rent should come off the land for which it is asked
in some shape. And, when it does not, rent is not due on the
p art of the occupier. I t m ight be fairly argued that something
was due to the tenant by the landlord in such a contingency.
Farm ing is a sort of speculation, in which landlord and tenant are
partners. T he landlord supplies his share of tlie capital in the
shape of the farm in the condition in which it is at the time the
tenant takes possession of it. The tenant adds his share of the
capital in the shape of labour and cost of cultivation, and adds
to the capital lodged in the land itself by his improvements.
Ordinarily speaking, if the partners have contributed equally
towards capital, they should be equal sharers in the profits and
equal sufferers by the losses. B ut by special term s the landlord
A s k s but a F IX E D SUM as h is SH A R E of the PR O FIT S,

which he calls ren t ; this sum ought to be m easured by the first
value of the land which he let out to the tenant. I t appears to

me perfectly ju st and proper th at, when the speculation does not
pay, and when the tenant, instead of m aking profits, suffers a
considerable loss, th a t the landlord ought to share the loss
equally, or a t all events, to such extent as he should in a paying
year share the profits. In other words, in a year like the present,
the landlord should, instead of asking for any rent, hand over
the ren t to the tenant, the tenant having, in the non-paying year,
m aintained the concern and kept it afloat at a loss to himself,
for the benefit of both landlord and tenant. I do not adm it the
fairness of testing the tenants’ solvency by inquiring into the
earnings, during the year, of him self or his family in Scotland or
elsewhere. There is no obligation of ren t for a holding th at has
failed to pay for itself out of monies earned outside of the farm.
Hence it appears to me th a t it is the duty of landlords to rem it
entirely the rents now accruing due as the smallest of their obli
gations. À neighbouring agent, Mr. Ham m ond, of Burtonport,
in replying to a deputation on this rent question, some weeks ago,
fell into the egregious mistake of instituting a parallelism between
landlords and merchants.
I should like to hear from Mr.
Hammond or his supporters wherein the comparison fits. U n 
supported by argum ent the theory is too ridiculous to be seriously
dealt with. The idea th a t a m erchant should drop 50 per cent,
of his accounts as m uch as a landlord should rem it 50 per cent,
of his rents ! There m ust be a lot of phosphorus floating in the
atmosphere of B urtonport ; ordinarily developed brains are not
so fertile in conceiving newT methods for popularising rents.
(Applause.) I have very little hope th a t the landlords will make
such concessions as the circumstances of the times demand. Yet
strong im portunity may be rewarded, and the tenants throughout
the district should urge and press upon the landlords the state of
facts, and call upon them not to press for the recovery of rents
this year, and to make liberal reductions—of at least 50 per cent.
— in those cases where payments are possible. A general agitation
on constitutional lines should be carried on in every parish to
invoke the intervention of the Government to stop the power of
eviction till the return of more prosperous times. I have been
told to-night th a t 200 or 300 constabulary are expected here in a
short time to carry out evictions on the properties of Mrs,
Stewart, Mr. Joule, Captain Hill, and Mr. Key ; whether the
rum our may be correct, I am unable to say, but I am strongly of
opinion th at this move, if contemplated at all, is chiefly for the
PU R PO SE OF IN T IM ID A T IN G T H E POOR PEO PLE
to sacrifice all they possess to pay the rents.
This and similar
processes of intim idation are always had recourse to by the land
lord class. Their bailiffs are constantly harping into the ears of
the people th at if they do not pay “ they will be cleared out.”
These methods nearly always succeed in driving the people to
beggar themselves and rob their creditors to satisfy the landlord.
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T he spirit of slavery and awe o f the bailiff and landlord has not
been yet conquered, and, w ith all the opportunities they have,
the people are not yet sensible of th eir own power. In my
opinion desperate evils ought to be m et by desperate remedies.
A nd it is a desperate evil th a t forces a m an to give up nearly all
he possesses to satisfy heartless extortioners, and to expose his
wife and children to hunger and starvation. F or my p art I
should resist such oppression to the last resource of the consti
tution. T he law w hich strengthens the hands of tyrants to
scourge poor starving householders and blight a people in this
way, I regard a m ost unjust law, and I should hold myself guilty
of unpardonable wickedness in encouraging or approving such
law by anticipating it or co-operating w ith it in any way to give
it effect. L et such a cruel law be invoked by the class whom
cruelty becomes ; and let the cause of its wickedness fall upon
the landlord class. L et it be enforced by the Government, and
let the shame, dishonour, and sin of its results fall upon the Go
vernment. B ut let not the people, so long as they can help it, co
operate in the m urder of them selves and their children. (Cheers.)
F a th e r M ‘N e l i s followed in a stirring speech. H e felt quite
satisfied th a t there was no obligation whatsover in strict justice
on the people here to pay any rent, th a t they had already paid
the fee-simple of th eir holdings twice over in rack-rents.
B ut
then there was the difficulty of the law enabling the landlords to
come down upon them and ruin them entirely. In the circum 
stances it was h ard to advise, but one thing was certain, th a t if
they were strictly united they would eventually trium ph. He
believed th a t if all the tenants from Gweebarra to Dunfanaghy
were of one mind and one action they would force the landlords
to do them justice. (Cheers.) _The following resolutions were
then proposed and adopted unanimously, amidst cheers
1st.— T hat the Gweedore B ranch of the National League
heartily congratulate the Nationalists of U lster on their gallant
conduct throughout the electoral cam paign, and the glorious v
results of their labours.”
2nd.—“ T h at this branch liails with unbounded delight the
émancipation of Donegal from Tory and W hig representation in
Parliam ent, and the advent of the hour th a t places the guardianship of its honour, its rights, and its interests, before an alien
House of Commons in the hands of four true, talented, and
patriotic sons of Ireland.”
3rd.— ‘‘T h at we congratulate this Western Division of the
County 011 being represented by a fearless Southern patriot, and
th a t we confidently hope th at Mr. O’Hea will champion the cause
of Gweedore in the House of Commons with the watchfulness,
courage, and ability of an 0 Brien or a Sexton.
4th.— “ T hat we appeal to the landlords of this parish not to
press for the recovery of rents in this year, owing to the fact that)
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stock, out of which alone rent can be realised, are unsaleable, and
to offer to those who may find themselves able to pay a reduced
rent, such abatem ent as the general depression necessitates ; and,
above all, not to tako recourse to legal proceedings and evictions
to enforce payment upon miserable people, who have always in the
past been obliged to appeal to public charity to bear the burdens
thus imposed upon them .’*
5th.— “ T hat we strongly condemn the attem pt in some quar
ters to place business m en’s accounts and landlords’ rent in the
same category, and th a t we entirely fail to discern wherein the
comparison lies,”

(Appendix D.)
DEVELOPING DONEGAL.—RAILWAYS IN DONEGAL.
LETTER I.

Rev. J a m e s M ‘F a d d e n , P.P ., Gweedore, writes as follows:—
“ Dear Sir A Commission of Inquiry seems to be the recognised
way with Lord Salisbury's Government to shirk an imperative
duty, and if we may judge from the experience already had, there
is little to be expected from the labours of such commissions.
Possibly more encouraging results may attend the labours of the
Royal Commission on Irish Public Works. In any case some
thing may be gained, as nothing can be lost, by ventilating,
through the medium of the Press, individual views as to what is
the exact necessity, and as to how it can best be obviated. T hat
Donegal needs to be improved is beyond question, and the Govern
m ent should be convinced of this. Except Mayo it is the poorest
county in all Ireland. Taking its rich and its poor holdings
together, the mean Government valuation of each is £ 9 , which is
the lowest of all Ireland, except Mayo. Therefore, ’ Donegal,
before almost any other part of Ireland, should engage the atten
tion of the Government and its Commission of Inquiry. But in
most parts of Donegal the mean valuation on which families
subsist is so low th at it becomes a mystery how they can subsist
at all. For instance, the mean gross Government valuation of
each holding in the large parish of Templecrone is only £1 12s ;
in the parish of Lettermacaward, only £ 1 17s ; in the parish of
Tullaghobegley only £ 2 5s ; in the parish of Glencolumbkille
only £ 2 7s ; m the parish of Kilcar only £ 2 16s ; and in that
portion of the parish of Tullaghobegley, known as Gweedore, the
mean Government valuation of the holdings—exclusive of build
ings—is only 19s. If, say, 12 acres of good land—value about
£1 per acre—be the least upon which a family can live it be
comes strikingly evident how it is impossible for families to exist
on holdings ot such abysmally low values as above. Of course it
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is clear that they must draw the tw o-thirds of th eir means of
support from external sources, as in point of fact, they do, and
gome of them even the three-fourths. T his north-w est coast of
Donegal is, therefore, a crying case for inquiry, and attention on
the p art of the Commission ; and taking into consideration the
great poverty of the districts, it is unreasonable, to say the least
of it, to calculate on local taxation for the development of w hat
ever kind it m ay be. I f this p art of Donegal will be developed
a t all, it m ust be done by the Government. As to the way in
w hich it is to be developed, I shall be ready w ith my views
presently, b u t there is a project of developm ent in Donegal now
actually floated, on which I feel bound to say a few words in the
interest of the class I represent. I t is a scheme under the T ram 
ways’ A ct of ’83. Now, this A ct, so far as the construction of
light railways in Donegal is concerned, is insufficient ; and, in
fact, this has already been proved.
The end and aim, therefore, of everyone who really and
seriously desires to serve the county should be to impress upon
the Government and the Commission the absolute necessity of
so amending the Act, th a t light railways and other improvements
would be carried out in county Donegal and other scheduled
districts of Ireland, by a free g ra n t from Parliam ent for the
purpose. I f I mistake not a resolution to this effect has already
been passed by the G rand Ju ry of the county, and I would like
to see them pass a strong resolution on the m atter at their next
m eeting. Moreover, the Tram ways’ A ct of ’83, is most unfair
in principle, and is directly for the benefit of the owners of land,
o r the landlord class. Previous to th at Act railway schemes were
promoted by private bills in Parliam ent, and the Government
did not contribute directly to any guarantee required for raising
capital, but any local guarantee required was borne equally by
the owners and by the occupiers, so th at if there was a local
guarantee, for instance, of £1,000 necessary in any case, the
taxation consequent thereon would be levied equally, h alf and
half on the landlords and on the tenants. The Tram w ays’ Act
changed all this, no doubt, but entirely in favour of the landlords.
The Government now undertakes to pay the half of the interest
on the paid-up capital, providing, at same time, th a t such pay
ment will not exceed two per cent., and the remaining half must
be paid by the occupiers, th at is the tenants. Consequently the
construction of forty railways in Donegal will cost the landlords
nothing, and whatever taxation follows must be borne by the
tenants. This, perhaps, explains the zeal of landlords in pro
moting railway schemes. And as to the scheme in question,
which is to be known as the “ North-W est Douegal (Lennon
Valley) L ight Railway,” it is promoted by a landlord and sup
ported by landlords, and one of its supporters is a landlord and an
agent, w ith whose name there will be forever associated, in my
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mind at least, thoughts that are repellent. Only last Saturday it
was attempted, by the bailiff of this gentleman, to throw poor
widow Doohan, of Clohaneely, while
death, out on the street to die.

actually in the grip of

B ut the fact th at this scheme is under the Tramways’
Act, and th a t it is promoted and patronised by the landlord

class, should cause the tenants and cesspayers to view it with
strong suspicion, and to hesitate before undertaking the heavy
liability to them of its construction. But in the prospectus
ot the company, it is proposed to include in the guaran
teeing area, and to tax for this proposed line of railway
the Parishes of Killygarven, Clondevaddog, Meevagh, Ciondahorkey, and Raymunterdoney. I don’t think the cesspayers
of those parishes will likely consent to be burdened with
taxes tor any such purpose, and then the entire taxation will fall
upon the parishes of Aughuish. Tullyfern, K ilm acrenan and
burtan.
And what will that taxation be, and w hat will it
amount to ? I t will be the whole interest on the paid-up capital
during the construction of this line, which may be ten years or
even twenty years, and the half of the interest after it shall have
been opened for traffic. How much will that amount to ? Well
th at depends on the cost of construction and the price at which
the company can raise the capital. I t is proposed to be a line of
20 miles —12 miles from some point of junction with the
Letterkenny and Lough Swilly Railway, below Manorcunnin<diam
across the Swilly to Kilmacrenan ; six miles from Kilmacrenan
to Churchill, and two miles of a branch by Lough Fern to Milford
The cost is estimated at £4,000 per mile, and £10,000 for the
bridge across the Swilly, or £90,000 in all. But it we take
the cost of the Swilly bridge, as estimated by the eminent
engineer, Mr. W. J. Doherty, to be £60,-00, then the total will
be £140,000. If this amount be raised at 3 per cent, the
interest on it will be £4,200 per annum. If it can only be raised
at 4 per cent, the interest on it will be £5,600 per annum
Assuming that the guaranteeing area will be confined to the
above-named four parishes, and th at the taxation of Gartan will
be confined to only an area of £1,000 valuation, as proposed in
prospectus, the total valuation of the guaranteeing area will be
£20,706. An annual payment of £1,200 will amount to 4s Oid
in the £1, and an annual payment of £5,600 will amount to 5s
5d in the £. The cesspayers should have to pay theentire interest
on the paid-up capital during the period of construction if it
were twenty years. Then after the line was opened and working
they should have to pay 2s O^d in the £ 1 or 3s 5d in the

£1, as the case might be^ ; because the Government will onlv
pay half the interest, and in no case will it pay more than U ner
cent.

B ut if the proposed line will not pay its working expenses—
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a very probable and almost certain contingency— then the
difference between the am ount earned and the actual working
expense m ust be m et by the cesspayers in some way.
T he prospectus is very encouraging, but lines of lig h t rail
ways already made in Donegal over districts supplying an
immensely greater traffic than the proposed line will command,
have not paid even working expenses. And if the proposed line
will pay anything like w hat is stated or represented, I am sur
prised th a t some company does not take it up as a speculation,
and th a t the cesspayers are troubled at all w ith the m atter. T hen
w hat about the little arrangem ent w ith the L etterkenny and Lough
Swilly Railway Company to use th eir line from the junction into
D erry ? T h at arrangem ent will not be completed for nothing ;
and the cesspayers will have to stand the money. And probably
the H arbour Commissioners in D erry will expect another costly
arrangem ent w ith them. The alternative proposed in prospectus,
in event of arrangem ent w ith L etterkenny Company failing, or
pushing on the line to D erry by Carrigans, and the taxation for 1
the extension to be borne by the same guaranteeing area makes
the case infinitely worse. I should not have adverted to this
scheme a t all only th a t it recognises and tends to perpetuate an
A ct which I honestly believe to be insufficient for the development
of a county like Donegal, whereas every effort should be made to
have th a t Act amended or a new A ct passed by which such im
provem ents would be undertaken and completed by funds supplied
by G overnm ent for th a t purpose. My fu rth er rem arks 1 m ust
reserve for another letter.’’
LETTER II.

“ D ear Sir— Continuing the subject on which I addressed
you last week, it occurs to me th a t the resources of Donegal will
never be sufficiently devoleped by railways alone, and th a t any
project of railway extension should be in connection with some
undertaking by which the broad road of the sea, which bounds the
county on the N orth, South, and W est could be availed of. The
great portion of the population of Donegal dwell along its seaboard.
Certainly its most congested and most distressed districts lie on
the shores, and it m ust strike everyone th a t the natural and most
convenient outlet for those localities is by the sea. H aving once
opened a sea passage, railways become necessary to feed the
traffic by sea, and to accomodate travellers. The superiority of
the sea way over the railway may be abundantly illustrated.
B ut one case may serve my purpose. Last week there were 8, .*00
boxes of mackerel carried by steamer direct from Kinsale to
London, and apart from other important advantages, the freight
was less by £900 than it would be by the railway route by Milford
Haven. And at the present time goods from Derry are delivered
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by ships at B urtonpourt for 6s per ton. And I dare say the
carriage by railway to Letterkenny is as high if not higher. B ut
owing to the w ant of pier and harbour accommodation on the
coast, sea*traffic is practically nil, Improvements in the way of
piers and harbours would have the additional advantage of serving
and devoloping the fishing industry. I think the necessity of one
or two commercial and fishery piers on the north-w est coast of
Donegal will not be disputed. I t only remains to fix the sites
of those piers. I t is unnecessary to say th at much blundering has
already taken place in the m atter of building piers in Donegal.
E ven the very last efforts in this direction have been, I fear,
mistakes. I t amounts almost to waste to invest a large am ount
of public money in a pier in some out of the way place to which
there is no regular sailing, at which coasting ships cannot call, and
at which ships cannot take refuge in a storm.
More than th at, there should be a large population and a
good expanse of country behind to supply traffic to w arrant the
erection of a large pier. On this account Portsalon pier must
be a failure, on account of its proximity to Mulroy and R athmullan ; so m ust Downings pier be a failure. T he private pier
at Mulroy meets the commercial requirements of the entire dis
tricts of Rossgull and Fanad, and a miich wider area, and is
worth, in usefulness, nearly all the Board of W orks’ piers on the
whole Donegal coast. The interests of the fishermen of Rossgull and Fanad would have been much better served by a few
conveniently-situated boat-slips, and the expenditure of money
would have been immensely less. Port-na-blaugli pier must, I
think, remain for ever a ridiculous folly, to be approached only
by land, and any expenditure of public money in Sheephaven
should be in deepening and widening the channel up to Dunfanaghy. The most im portant and suitable site for a pier on
this coast lies on Gweedore bay. The bay itselfy is a harbour
of refuge, and the pier would open up the district from Dungloe
to Falgarragh. I have had soundings made at the end of a reef
of rocks, on which it is supposed the pier would be built, and
the depth at low water in spring tides is 12 feet, and the rise of
the tide here is 12 feet, so that at high water the depth alongside
the pier head would be 2 4 feet. Even at lowest ebb small coast
ing steamers and ships could come alongside this pier, and any
sized vessel could do so at high water. The bay is well sheltered
from the west and north by a series of islands lying outside the
bay like a huge break-water. There is a good passage into the
bay from the east and from the west. The proposed site of the
pier is known as Maglieragallon. The erection of a good com
mercial pier here would open up a vast tract of country, so far
as sea communication is concerned, and it would also prove an
immense boon to the fishermen of the district. To create a
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large traffic at a pier like this, it would be necessary to open up
ways of approach from the surrounding and outlying districts.
For this purpose I would advocate the construction of a light
railway from Letterkenny to Dungloe, by Creeslough, Falcarrgh,
and Magheragallon in Gweedore. This would be a line of about
60 miles, and would cost about £240,000. The pier at M aghera
gallon would cost between £6,000 and £10,000, and as the line
of railway runs for almost all its length through a distressed
and scheduled tract of country, and as the pier is in connection
with the line, and for the benefit of same tract of country, I
think the Government should supply the capital necessary for
the execution of the work. The proposed pier would be about
twelve miles by rail from Dungloe, and the proposed line would
serve as a shipping place for the inexhaustible mines of beautiful
granite that lie around Dungloe. I am delighted to hear that an
English company have almost completed arrangements to start
granite dressing and polishing on a large scale at Dungloe. The
light railway to Magheragallon pier would just be the thing to
export the granite of that district.
The Sligo and Liverpool steamer can call without much in
convenience ; even as it is the same steamer calls weekly in
Gweedore Bay during the salmon fishing season. This proposed
pier, with the light railway referred to, or with only a short line
of railway from Creeslough to Dungloe, would serve the com
mercial wants of this immediate seaboard. The seaboard farther
west—from Gweebarra to Donegal—would be best served, I think,
by making Killybegs its seaport, and building there a suitable
pier, and connecting the entire coast by a light railway from
Donegal to Carrick, with a branch to Ardara. The execution of
these several works would give employment to the thousands of
migratory labourers, who proceed from those districts year after
year, to England and Scotland in search of work. The earnings
thus afforded would also enable the struggling peasants to reduce
their now unbearable burden of debts, and possibly to replace
their stock that recent bad years and pressure by landlords for
impossible rents have almost entirely cleared out of the country.
But it should be borne in mind that pier building is not a class
of work that affords much employment for unskilled labourers,
and much immediate improvement should not be expected
from an outlay of money in this way. But little as may
be earned by the locality is made less by the contract system that
prevails. Every contractor naturally desires to make money, and
lienee he employs very few untrained workers, and if he is an
extensive contractor, lie brings plant, horses, and men, from his
centre of operations, and the work goes on without any appreciable
benefit to the poor people, whose poverty and distress caused the
work to be undertaken. This is a matter that deserves serious
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consideration. Railway building and road making supply most
unskilled labour, so that either the one or the other will bring
more employment than pier building.
But even works of this
kind afford not that relief to districts that might be expected,
owing to the same faulty contract system. But it is premature
to offer an opinion on this phrase of the matter. The immediate
object now is to direct attention to this important subject, and to
induce all who are in a position to do so, to help in giving it
practical shape. But though the benefit of the labour of con
struction be dealt out equally to every household, yet it cannot be
lasting, and the relief at best will only be temporary. No doubt
railways and piers will improve the locality exceedingly, and bring
many latent powers of maintenance into play, yet withal the value
of the holdings must be increased to the standard of “ live and
thrive,” if the country be made self-supporting, and if the eternal
drain by famine, eviction, and emigration will be stopped. How
this may be done, even in Gweedore, may form the subject of
another letter.
“ JAMES M‘FADDEN, P.P., Gweedore.”

LETTER III.

DEVELOPING NORTH-WESTERN DONEGAL.
TO T H E E D IT O R

O F T H E DERRY JOURNAL.

Dear Sir— By m y letters on this subject I do not wish to
prove or to argue th at the land is unable to support the people.
I only wish to show th at in its present undeveloped state, the
families living in Gweedore and elsewhere on the North-W est
seaboard of Donegal, m ust draw largely from extensive sources
to maintain themselves ; and, as a consequence, that an immense
improvement must be made in the condition of the land, and the
seaboard generally, before this portion of county Donegal is made
self-supporting. H aving once established the necessity of an
improvement in this region, it then becomes the duty of the
Government, a t least, to inquire. In my previous letters, I
established from statistics that Donegal is the poorest county in
Ireland except one, and that the average valuation of its holdings
is much below the level, not of a “ live and thrive” point, but of
a “ live at all” standard. And I also proved that in the case of
several parishes on this North-W est sea-board, the average
valuation is almost infinitely below what is necessary for families
to subsist on. No person will contend th at a family can subsist
on an acre of land, even though it were really value for 45s per
annum, and pay 45s for it. Por instance, it would not be argued
that a family could live on an acre of good land in Meath, where
good laud is of that value. And I have no doubt that a holding

of 45s valuation in Meath has the same maintaining power as a
holding of a like valuation in Donegal, and if the 45s holding
will not maintain a family in Meath, nor will; a fortiori, a 20s
holding in Gweedore support a family. On the contrary, the
Gweedore holding will be the less unequal to the task, as 40
acres -of rock and bog are more difficult of cultivation than one
acre of good rich land. And as the average valuation of land in
Gweedore in its present state is only 6d per acre, it would take
40 acres to make a holding of £1 valuation. The case is made
still worse when we consider that for each acre the landlord
extorts as rent, not its real value, but 300 per cent, its value.
Now, as a m atter of fact there are 2,107 families in Templecrone ;
1,787 in Tullaghobegley and Gweedore ; 508 families in Lettermacaward ; and 781 families in Glencolumbkille, whose average
holding is not worth an acre of good land in county Meath.
Here, therefore, if anywhere is an urgent case for the serious
attention of the Commission now inquiring into the development
of Ireland by railways and piers, and its members will hardly
discharge their obligations to the country and the Government
if they will not make a full and searching inquiry into the
condition of this seaboard and every conceivable way of
improving it. The construction of a light railway from Letterkenny to Dungloe by Gweedore, and the erection of a good pier
at Magheragallon, would vastly improve the locality, and raise
the value of its holdings. We have an almost endless supply of
excellent granite in Gweedore ; there is beautiful marble at
Dunlewey ; there is a very superior sand for glass at Muckish ;
and in the parish of Tullaghobegley there is an almost inexhaust
ible supply of bog ore.
And one acquainted with this district will admit the neces
sity for a good level road for general traffic from Bedlam (in
Cloghaneely) to Dungloe. The traffic should lie along the shore
through the population, and the accommodation in such way is
very bad. A line of road in this very course was engineered and
partly made by the Board of Works in ’47. I t is exceedingly
well laid off, and runs almost horizontal the whole way. The
making of this road would give valuable employment. And if it
were continued to Letterkenny by Falcarragh, Cloonbarra, Moyra
mountain, Feymore, Lougliaher, Creeslough, Barnes Gap, Stragaddy, Gartanlough, and Foxhall, it would employ the labourers
of all the congested districts through which it would pass. If
this road were made wide enough a tramway could be laid on the
one side of it.
There are in the parish of Gweedore and Tullaghobegley
16 975 acres of reclaimable land, and there are 8,935 acres only
« broken in” and not sufficiently reclaimed. This affords a vast
field for employment and improvement, But it requires capital
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which the people have not. There is much to be done in the way
of draining, scouring, and embanking rivers, removing boulders,
and raising fences. The necessity for improvement is unques
tionable. I have noted some of the many ways in which th at
improvement may be done. Let the Government step in and take
action, and supply the money. And I would urge th at the money
be given as a gift and not as a loan, on the ground th at the
districts are too poor to be taxed.
But if repayment be insisted upon, either wholly or in part,
let the taxation be levied like the poor-rate, and not as county
cess. I say so, because the occupiers of poor holdings in Donegal
are already crushed by an unequal distribution of even the existing
taxes. They pay, proportionately, far more than the landlords
and the occupiers of large rich holdings. We, here on the seaboard,
th at have the worst roads imaginable, narrow, and without pro
tection, pay, proportionately, a great deal more county cess than
the landlord and other gentlemen who will insist on having foot
paths, stone walls, and fences made in the neighbourhood of their
demenses and residences at the expense of the county. This is
really a great grievance th a t the poor struggling householders of
Donegal ought to look at. I will prove my point by one case, and
a similar state o f things prevail elsewhere.
In the Union of D unfanaghy there are about 52 rich holdings.
They cover 35,229 acres, or about the one-third of the entire area
of the Union, and their average acreage is 1,007, and the average
valuation £33. Well, there are 2,745 poor holdings, of which the
average acreage is 17, and the average valuation £ 3 . Now, you
will find th at 17 is contained in 1,007 fifty-nine times, and th at if
the holding of the rich man were valued proportionately to th at
of the poor man, the valuation of the holding of 1,007 acres would
be £117 instead of £38. The consequence is, th at the poor man
is paying 500 per cent, more taxes than the rich man.
You will notice th a t this arises from the fact th a t 2,745
dwellings are valued upon the poor holdings, instead of only 52,
which are valued on the rich holdings, " i t would seem to me’
therefore, to mean ruin to the poor people to tax them for public
works. And it was always inexplicable to me, and is still, how a
poor Gweedore man is, has been, since its construction, and pro
bably ever will, be contributing towards the maintenance of the
Letterkenny Railway, and that, too, at the rate of 500 per cent,
more th an —say Mr. Olphert, of Ballyconnell, Mr. Stewart, of
Horn Head, Captain Hill, or any landlord in the Union.
Local guarantees for loans in poor districts like this are out of
the question ; but if there must be a guarantee let it be imposed
as poor-rate.
Any attempt to deal with the development of the North-west
coast of Donegal, more especirlly as regards its sea-fishing re-
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the worst in thé union. Now, I find th at the avêrage valuation
of the acre in the 18 rich holdings is only 9d (nine pence). By
this it appears th at the poor holdings are paying four and a half
times more in county cess, &c., than the rich, and th a t in making
the valuation, the basis of purchase, or fair rent, the estim ate
would be im measurably above the real value, because as it is, the
calculation would be made for ihe 2,779 holdings at a gross
valuation of £8,940, instead of £1,965, the value on level with
valuation of rich holdings. I have no doubt th a t the occupiers of
those 2,779 holdings would gladly purchase a t even twenty years’
purchase of a gross valuation of £1,965. In one of my printed
letters I stated th at the average valuation of holdings in Gweedore,
excluding buildings, is about 19s. These points, strikingly
picture the poverty of the people, and are useful in coming at a
way ot purchase. And I am strongly of opinion th a t the dis
continuance of the dual interest is absolutely necessary in this
Union for prosperity and contentment. I know it is indispensible in Gweedore— because the owners of the land treat us more
like wild beasts than rational fellow'Creatures. They do not show
even the average consideration shown by the average Irish land
lord. They only approach us by legal documents and force of
arms, and threats and warnings. For the past eight years, only
in the year '80, did they allow any reduction in their rents. We
got other benefits and reductions, but it was only through the
operation of the law. We were deprived of the intended benefit
of the A rrears Act by the severe methods of estate management
carried out here. On the largest estate the loss to the landlord
by the operations of th at A ct did not exceed the one-third of a
year’s income from the estate, though nearly every tenant on the
estate took advantage of the Act. As to the public works neces
sary in this parish, I have already w ritten pretty fully in those
letters of which I forwarded copies. On mature consideration, I
believe th at the building of a commercial pier at Magheragallon,
in Gweedore Bay, would be the most useful for all purposes as a
first undertaking, and I think we should rest contented, for the
present, at least, with a grant for this purpose. I assume, of
course, a free grant. I have not the slightest desiie th at Maghera
gallon be selected for the site of pier, if it is not the best and most
suitable for the end in view. I think it is.
Because if the pier
were erected here it would not be necessary to start a special
line of steamers, as there are already regular bi-weekly
sailings between Sligo and Glasgow and Sligo and Liverpool.
And the traffic at this pier would fully warrant those steamers
in calling regularly at it on the inward and outward journey
without requiring any reward or subsidy. And regular sailings
to and from Derry would, I am sure, be established, at least, if a
small subsidy were granted by the Government. I believe this
would go far to meet the present wants of the district, Railways
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