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T O  H I S  G R A C E

Charles, Duke o f Richmond,
LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND.

M Y  LORD,

T h e  present unhappy situation 
o f  Revenue Officers in the Custom Depart
ment of Ireland, has, I presume, been made 
known-to  your Grace, in some degree, from 
the Memorials presented on this subjed, and 
in the course of  official communication w h i c h  

must have taken place on the long pro traded  
business of  compensations.— But, tha t  the 
Case of this aggrieved class^.of men h a s  not 
been sufficiently explained nor impressed on 
your attention, no further proof is neces
sary than  that, the disabling, and, I m a y  call 
i t ,  impoverishing clause of  the Abolition A d ,  
took place instantly from t h e  day appointed, 
the 1st of  January  1809, and that  the re
medial provisions o f  tha t  A d  are still, near 
the close of  the year, a dead letter on the 
statute book.— T h e  A d  for abolishing fees

B r e c e i v e d
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received the Royal Assent on the 1st June 
1808. I shall cite the 3d and 4th sedions 
only of this A d ,  as being material to my 
present purpose.

48 Geo. III. Chap. 53, Sec. 3 and 4.— “ And 
in order that proper compensation may be 
made to any Officer, Clerk, or other person 
employed in or holding any office in the 
service of the Customs at any Port in Ireland, 
who m a y  sustain loss by the abolition of fees 
direded by this A d ,  be it enabled, that the 
Commissioners of Customs and Port Duties 
shalJ, immediately after the passing of this 
a d ,  June 1st, 1809, prepare tables, contain
ing the annual amount of the fees, perqui
sites, gratuities and rewards, established by 
law or sandiorted by uninterrupted usage 
for ten years last past, which each Officer, 
who m a y  sustain a loss by the abolition of 
fees, direded by this a d ,  received, or which 
his predecessors and he did receive for any 
service done by him or them in the perfor
mance of their duty, during the three years 
ending 1st January, 1804, together with the 
yearly average thereof, calculated on the 
amount of the said three years, exclusive of 
all gratuities out of the Revenue, or of  
seisures, fines, and forfeitures, and shall lay

the
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the same, certified under their hands, before 
the Lord L ieutenant and before the Lords of
the Treasury.

Sec. 4.— “ And be it further ena&ed, that 
the said Commissioners of  Port  Duties, shall 
regularly pay or cause to be paid to every 
such Officer such sums, annually, by way of 
compensation for his loss under this a d ,  not 
exceeding in any case the average amount 
aforesaid, as the Lord L ieutenant shall d ired , 
under his sign manual, countersigned by 
three or more of  the Lords of  the Treasury -, 
and such payments shall commence from the 
day when such fees ceased, and shall continue 
while such office is held.”— From  the above 
clauses o f  the a d ,  it is evident tha t  the in ten 
tion o f  Parliament was, tha t  the compen
sation arrangement should fall into the place 
o f  tha t  income from fees which was to cease 
from the 1 st January, 1809.— For the framing 
o f  these tables, however detailed or operose 
they might be, abundant time was certainly 
allowed ; and I am by no means inclined to 
th ink  tha t  it was misapplied by the Commis
sioners o f  Customs-, they issued very pre
cise d iredions to the Officers how to proceed 
in making the required returns 5 and I ima
gine tha t  the tardiness o f  the Officers them 
selves, rather than  an omission in any other

quarter,
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quarter, is to account for those returns being 
withheld from your Grace till the second week 
in February 1809.— If, however, those docu
ments had even then been proceeded on, as 
required by the 4th sedion of the a d  above 
cited, the severe inconveniences which have 
since been felt, might have been avoided.— 
T hat  these returns, in a prompt attention to 
which, the comforts, the subsistence, and the 
anxieties of  hundreds of  Officers and their 
families were involved, should have remained 
an undisturbed parcel in the Secretary’s 
•Office at the Castle till the 1st O dober last, 
is a strong instance of that patient resigna
tion with which some persons are observed 
to bear the misfortunes of  their neighbours, 
and has, I imagine, by this time become a 
subjed' o f  serious regret to your Grace.—  
T he  a d  certainly did not prescribe to the 
Commissioners of Customs, any particular 
mode of vouching the returns of income 
made by the Officers. It was understood 
that  the Officers might be called on to verify 
on oath the fidelity of  the returns, previous 
to an admission of  their claims: this was 
thç affair of the Officers, not a process of 
the duty prescribed to the Commissioners by 
the a d  of  Parliament.

It
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It has been alleged, w ith  w hat founda
tion I shall not pretend to decide, that the 
lapse of time between February and October 
in this year, has been allowed to pass w ithout 
that  quick feeling o f  compassion from the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  towards those under their 
protedion, and that  consequent renewal and 
vigour of  representation to your Grace which 
the  exigence of the case required. I must, 
however, confess tha t  from the just and equal 
temper manifested in general by that  Board 
towards the establishment over which thçy 
preside, I am rather induced to suppose that, 
in declining to exert themselves in the way 
o f  e x p o s t u l a t i o n  w ith  Government, they 
must have been a d u a te d  by some motives not 
altogether discreditable to their feelings.

Soon after the formation of  the tables 
of compensation, certain salaries on the 
establishment were determined on, which, 
it is supposed, are to take place as the fu ture  
provision for the Officers. B u t these allow
ances, scarcely in any instance amounting to 
one half  of the income o f  Officers previous 
to the Abolition A d ,  did not certainly con
sole the persons concerned under the change 
in their situation.

In
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In pursuing the history of  this business 
I have now to advert to the 49th of the 
King, Chap. 116, Sec. 27.—This Adi, passed 
19th of  June, 1809, hands over to the 
Commissioners of  Inquiry, on the command 
of  the Lord Lieutenant, the task of ascer
taining the several compensations to be paid. 
T ha t  Board would have been very competent 
to such an investigation ; and to the credit 
of  those who framed that A d ,  it ought to 
be noticed, that it manifests every proper 
anxiety for expedition in the process diredted 
to be gone through.

T he  Adt diredts that the Commissioners of 
Inquiry shall from time to time, without delay, 
report to the Lord Lieutenant the decisions 
which they shall adopt on the matters to 
them referred.

No matter however of  this nature was 
ever referred to that Board, nor was there, 
from any quarter, any appearance of  sensibility 
to the case of the aggrieved Officers till the 
arrival of Mr. D u n  d a s , as Secretary to your 
Grace.

«

An order was then sent to the Custom
house, that the Officers should make affidavit 
to the tru th  of their returns, and furnish a 
certificate from the Merchants, of  the fees

paid
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paid for the last ten years. T he  entire Cus
tom Establishment of  Ireland have now 
complied with that order ; but no command, 
in consequence, from your Grace for the 
payment of  the claims, has issued, nor has 
it occurred to any person who communicates 
with your Grace on subjects of  this nature, 
that it might be o f  the utmost consequence 
to the Officers to hold out to them the 
speedy expectation of  relief being at length 
afforded them.— Subsequent to Mr. D ü n d a s ’s 

message, another order has come down to the 
Custom-house, requiring a second copy 
o f  the general return  of  fees. In the name 
o f  patience, is there any further order to 
be expeded, or any other form to be gone 
through before this long p ro trad ed  business 
is brought to a close ?

One would have thought  tha t  in an ex
periment o f  this nature, for this is as flat
tering a name as I can give the Abolition 
A d ,  it would have been deemed expedient 
to guard the persons holding his M ajesty’s 
Commission from any risk of  injury to their 
situations. This  idea appears to have been 
conneded, in the mind o f  the late illustrious 
Mr. P itt ,  w ith  his favourite expression, the 

freehold o f Office. His meaning, I conceive,
was,
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was, that to the labours, the fidelity, the 
services of men holding Office there was 
something reciprocal on the part o f  the 
Crown, which ought to afford them 
protedion and security in the prescriptive 
rights of their situation. But alas! when 
great men disappear from the scene of hu 
man affairs, how soon are their maxims 
slighted and forgotten ! W hether such a de
parture from sound and just principle has 
or has not taken place in the instance I have 
adverted to, I leave to your Grace’s candor to 
determine. And here I beg not to be under
stood as making your Grace in any manner ac
countable for the Abolition A d .— If  it should

\

prove to be a beneficial measure, your Grace 
will not, I dare say, claim the merit of it ; 
and it would be very unfair that in the con
trary event you should be responsible for 
the disappointment.— I hope I shall be ac
quitted of any invidious mention of  so high 
a name in this discussion, when I declare 
that  the general expedation of  the aggrieved 
Officers looks to the mild and just  temper 
of  your Grace’s government for a redress of 
their hardships, in w hat ever manner they may 
h a v e  happened.— Mr. P o o l e , I have heard, 
and do believe, is come over with the most



upright views for the service o f  this coun
try ; his talent for official dispatch is also 
known to be of the first class. Public jus
tice and expediency call for the application 
o f  such dispositions as these to the grievous 
case of  the Revenue Officers ; and I am per
suaded vour Grace will receive a suggestion 
to that effed, with your accustomed be
nignity, from w hatever  quarter it may 
come.

I shall take the liberty of  asserting, that  
the experiment of  abolishing Fees has com
pletely failed in the port o f  London. In 
this opinion I am supported by the result 
of  inquiries made in the most e x a d  manner 
by a very competent person at the Custom 
house of  London, and at the docks, wharfs, 
and other dependencies. I t  is new acknow
ledged, that  trade in that  great emporium 
is much less relieved by the exemption from 
fees than it is chilled and obstfuded , and 
retarded by a change in the feelings of  
Officers, which exhibits those forms o f  
business a s  unprofitable labours, which bcrore 
were associated w ith  the cheering sensations 
o f  e m o lu m e n t— It might, I th ink, have been 
guessed, w ithou t  any extraordinary effort of  
sagacity, tha t  the same description of  pergjns

C in
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in this Country, would not, under a similar 
trial, manifest any superior degree of pati
ence, assiduity and alertness.— T he  fad  is,
I apprehend, that  the measure has had still 
less success in this Country.— I am, however* 
bound in candour to acknowledge, that it 
has not as yet had a fair trial.— The embar
rassments and dejedion of the Officers, under 
the delays which have so long held back a 
large proportion of their income, the in
trusion of  their own perplexing concerns 
on that attention which ought to have been 
devoted to the claims of the Revenue and 
of the Merchants, are to be taken into com
putation as accounting for any failure which 
has hitherto happened in the Abolition 
System.— It is but fair to allow, that these 
inconveniences must not be taken as per
manently prejudicial to the plan.

T he  measure, however, appears to me to 
be objedionable on general grounds, and I 
offer my reasons for this opinion with every 
deference due to a very respedable Board, 
the Commissioners of Inquiry ; to whom most 
certainly this country owes many facilities and 
improvements, and many economical ar
rangements in the condud  of  public bu
siness.— The report of the Commissioners of

Inquiry,
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Inquiry, made upon an attentive con
sideration of  the subjed, and on the au
thority of  very reputable witnesses exa
mined before them, recommends the total 
abolition of  Fees in the Custom department 
of  Ireland.— From this determination, I trust 
it will not be thought presumptuous to dif
fer, more especially as the whole business 
was little more than an experiment, and as 
it is usually thought to be a fair sub jed  of  
discussion, in such cases, w hether the result is 
favorable or otherwise.— All Revenue busi
ness, it is well known, has to pass through a 
number o f  official forms, and the obstruc
tions and delays which happen in conse
quence, are admitted to be injurious to trade, 
and proportionably detrimental to the R e 
venue.— If  the Abolition A d  has had the 
effed of relaxing the zeal of  Officers, has 
inclined them to see any difficulties w ithou t  
regret, which it is not s tr id ly  official in 
them to remove, and to consider all the 
delay of  business as lightening the weight of  
their ow n unprofitable labour, then, so far, 
I apprehend, both trade and Revenue must 
suffer by the late regulations. I t  has been 
urged, I know, that  a great advantage has
been gained by breaking off the intercourse

of
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of Fees, and, as it is supposed, of obligation 
between the Officer and the Merchant.— I 
cannot see in the same light this force of 
obligation from a payment so prescriptive and 
acquiesced in as the Customhouse Fees.— 
But, admitting all that is fancied on this 
subjed, the remedy really was so obvious, 
that 1 wonder it escaped notice: the Merchant 
might have been direded to pay the whole 
amount of the rcspedive Fees at the Col- 
ledor’s Office, on passing his entry, which 
W'ould have completely broken off the in" 
tercourse complained of— this mode would also 
have had another good effed in disengaging 
the Officer from an occupation quite foreign 
to his duty, and indeed obstrudive o f  it, I 
mean the business of  payment, giv'ng change, 
&c. which broke in very improperly on his 
attention. In this arrangement, a reasonable 
Schedule of Fees might have been direded 
bÿ- A d  of  Parliament, the suspeded inter
c e d e  would have been entirely broken off, 
an r  á motive would still exist for quickening 
the zeal of the Officer, and cheering his spi
rits under the fatigues of  duty. In the pre
sent order of things, business, in the several 
Offices, represents labour, confinement, every 
thing irksome— in the plan I have stated, 
human nature, I imagine, would have been

better



better considered ; a stimulus which could 
not have been of  a suspicious tendency, 
would have been provided, and a further sub
stantial advantage would have been gained 
in relieving the Revenue from a charge which 
appears to have occasioned a serious embar
rassment, I mean the compensation now 
claimed by the Officers. I shall be very much 
flattered if, in pursuing this inquiry a little 
further, I can learn tha t  I have been so happy 
as to have carried your Grace’s attention 
along w ith  me.— It has, I have heard, been 
mentioned as a proof of the success of  the 
Abolition Adi, that the Revenue of Cus
toms o f  this year has exceeded the last year’s 
receipt by a very large amount. * W hoever 
accounts for so great an effctt from so slight 
a cause, is, I apprehend, but little sensible 
o f  the relation of cause and efiecl to each 
other in matters of this nature  i t  is to 
be recollected, that  a large branch of 
enterprize has stood still all this time 01 
account o f  the res tr iâ ion  on Distilleries. — 
Capital, which is o f  an ad ive  nature, has run  
into other speculation^ ; the duties of  Cus
toms have felt this impulse, and o f  course

exhibit

* In the Port of Dublin alone the Custom receipts of the vcar, 
ending 5th November, L809, exceeded those of the year pre- 
ceding by £  i 86,700.

L 15 I
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exhibit a considerable increase within the 
year. The growing wealth of the country 
calls for larger supplies of  necessaries and 
luxuries, and the redundancy of Englhli 
industry, shut out from the Continent of 
Europe, and discouraged by the dubious 
state of  our relations with America, is 
pressed upon this country, principally from 
the porf of Liverpool, with a profuse spirit 
o f  consignment. If  your Grace was to 
inquire of  any intelligent Merchant, how 
much of  this increase in the Custom receipts 
was to be ascribed to the abolition of Fees, 
I am sure he could not forbear smiling at 
the question. T he  Fees paid at the Custom
house were no charge on the Merchant, 
they were classed with the freight, insurance, 
and other costs, and of  course were paid 
eventually by the consumer ; the payment 
or non-payment of such charges, too tri
fling on the great scale of dealing to affe£t 
the reception of goods with their customers, 
could produce no kind of  effeót in encou
raging or discouraging the speculation of 
the wholesale importers of  those great sup
plies of goods which have swelled the 
Custom receipts in this year.

But whether it was expedient or not that 
Fees should cease, it is, 1 presume, incontro

vertible
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vertible, that  the Officers ought not to have 
been sacrificed to the experiment ; that  those 
clauses of  the A d  which provided relief 
for them should have been carried into effed, 
w ith  at least as much care as those which 
abolished the rewards of  their labours and 
fidelity. T he  difference, however, is, that in 
enforcing the disabling enactments o f  this 
statute, no clashing o f  opinion, no delay 
whatever took place. All this took full effed 
from the first day of  the year. And that in 
providing compensation for the losses in 
curred there has been a series o f  misconcep
tions, oversights and mismanagements.— 
And of  this no further proof is necessary, 
than that  now, on the 28th  of  November, 
this claim on the public faith, recognized by 
A d  o f  Parliament, is neither acquitted nor 
promised to be speedily satisfied— Far be it 
from me to imagine tha t  this obstrudion, so 
disastrous to the Officers, is imputable in a 
wilful sense to any  individual or public 
body.' I r a t h e r  believe, that there has been 
a disposition to fulfill the ju s t  hopes of  the 
claimants.— If  an opposite temper had shown 
itself, I am persuaded it would not have 
been countenanced by the mild and liberal 
government o f  your Grace.— It will, how-

hjo iJuo  i ^ v e r ;
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ever, be admitted, thatthe proceedings, pur
suant to the Abolition A d ,  have been hi
therto loose and desultory, and little supported 
by a concert and co-operation of the parties 
responsible for carrying the A d  into effed. 
This may be in part accounted for by the 
necessary absence of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and of the Secretary, during the 
sitting of Parliament— these leading persons 
in the measures of government being now 
at hand, it cannot, 1 conceive, be a question 
that this long disappointed claim is entitled 
to a prompt and final settlement. All the 
Officers in the port of Dublin, have furnished 
the required affidavit and voucher. In the 
northern ports the same process has been 
finished sometime ; and I just now leárn that 
similar documents from the remaining ports 
of Ireland have been returned.

It  is not surely too much to say, that the 
public faith is pledged to this engagement, 
as to an a d  of  common place honesty ; and 

, I am persuaded, that so upright and provi
dent a manager of the public resources, as 
our Chancellor of the Exchequer is acknow
ledged to be, will not have considered that 
portion of  the Revenue receipts which is 
commensurate to the claimed compensations as

disposable



disposable for public purposes ; but, on the 
contrary, will reserve it as an appropriation 
which cannot be trenched upon without com
promising the honor of his Majesty s Govern
ment. It happens, that the receipts of 
Customs have been unusually large in the pre
sent year, exceeding already those of  the last 
year in the Port of  Dublin only by 86700. 
T h e  duty of  the Officers must consequently 
have been considerably more distressing : 
and the idea of increased labour and dimi
nished emolument has something in it so 
repugnant to liberality, that I imagine the 
feelings of  your Grace will instantly revolt 
against such an inversion of  the proper 
order of  things. Nothing is more natural than 
that  the Officers should fix their hopes on 
that  fund which their toil has been employed 
to augment. It is an unpleasant tru th  that  
the produce of  excise has quite fallen short 
o f  its usual am ount.— But I apprehend this 
argument cannot with  any show o f  reason 
be brought to bear against the speedy satis- 
fa&ion o f  claims on the Custom receipts ; 
and I will go so far as to assert, tha t  it could 
not justly  be urged in postponement o f  the 
compensation, even o f  Excise Officers, it 
that  was the claim in question. Because in

D  all
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all conditions of the Revenue, whether pros
perous or otherwise, the salaries of Officers 
have been discharged with undeviating punc
tuality ; and when an A d  of Parliament took 
the emolument of Fees out of the hands of 
Officers, and declared that their losses should 
be made good out of the public resources, 
it cannot signify as to the force of  this claim, 
how the amount was afterwards distributed 
into salary and compensation, by any appor
tionment determined on for the fu ture  rate 
of the establishment*. The whole of the claim 
was engaged for on the public faith ; and the 
just provision for the Officer was not to depend 
on any contingency whatever. T h a t  such 
was the contemplation of the A d, I furthet 
argue thus : i f  upon passing the A d  it had 
been imagined that the situation of the 
Officers was likely to be brought into jeo
pardy, nothing ŵ as more easy than to enad, 
that the Abolition of Fees should not 
take place till the remedial provisions of the 
A d  were ready to come into operation, i t  
is not supposable that the framers of  the 
A d  were more anxious to spare a contri
bution from the Merchants, in the form of 
Fees, wdiich in tru th  was a charge on con
sumption, not on their profits, than to guard

against

[ '20 1
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against an injury to a large class of indivi
duals in the service, and under the protec
tion of  the Crown. T h e  wording of both 
A ds  plainly indicates this intention : “  And 
in order that proper compensation may be 
made, be it enaded  that immediately after 
the passing of  this A d  tables shall be pre
pared, &c.”

And Sec. 4th.— “ And the Commissioners 
shall regularly pay such sums by way of 
compensation. And the A d  of  1 Oi), says 
“  And the said Commissioners o f  Inquiry 
shall, from time to time, and without delay, 
report to the Lord L ieutenant,” &c.— These 
expressions in the two Statutes, all look 
one way, in providing for the security of  the 
Officer in the most expeditious manner.

A surmise has gone abroad, which certainly 
in the present dejed ion  o f  the Officers, has 
not had a favourable influence on their 
hopes; that  under the delays, which have 
taken place in the compensation arrange
ment, the sum to be provided had grown to 
such a bulk that the liquidation of it had 
become a sub jed  o f  serious objedion. I f  
any unhappy Officer is made more uneasy by 
this rumour, I th ink  I can undertake to 
dispel his anxiety. It cannot cscape your

Grace’s

I
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Grace’s penetration, that the longer the delay 
has continued in the adjustment of compen
sations, the more severe must have been 
the inconveniences suffered by those to whom 
such allowances were due. Your Grace has, 
no doubt, in the course of discussion on 
this subjed, looked into the Red Book, and 
noticed the numerous Officers of Customs in 
all thePorts of  Ireland afFe&ed by the Abolition 
Aót. All these individuals have a story to 
tell of their distresses more or less aggra
vated according to circumstances. I do not 
mean to enter minutely into this irksome de
tail. But shall observe generally, that Custom^ 
house Officers are a class of persons, with 
very few exceptions indeed, who depend 
exclusively on the income of  their Office. 
How could they be prepared for such a 
shock in tlier circumstances as has befallen 
them ? In most instances half the income, 
and in some a larger proportion has been 
withheld for nearly the space of a year.—  
Few were so much at their ease as not to 
be constrained to retrench some comfort of 
life. Many have been obliged to suspend 
the education and advancement of their 
children. I have heard of  youths in the 
Army and Navy, who are fighting in the

cause
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cause of  their country, who in Spain, in 
the Meditteranian, and as far off as India, 
hear of  the reduced condition of their 
parents, and are denied that  little allowance 
which was afforded to support them in the 
destination o f  life they had embraced.—  
I have heard a father, one o f  the most ami
able men I know in society, lament this 
disappointment of  his tw o  boys, one of 
them in Lord Collingwood’s Fleet, and 
the other in India, as the bitterest circum
stance in his present situation.— Those who 
before had struggled against narrow and em 
barrassed circumstances have found them
selves rapidly in terd ided  from the conve
niences and necessaries o f  life. Many who by 
their birth arid habits were Gentlemen, have 
sunk from their cast under the pressure o f  
degrading necessities ; and no small number 
have fallen into difficulties from which 
they will never retrieve themselves. This  
catalogue o f  mortifications to unoffending 
individuals, is a high price to pay for the 
blighted fruits, as they appear to me, o f  the 
Abolition A d  ; and I am satisfied,- tha t  when 
such unhappy results of  this measure are 
made know n to your Grace, you will on no 
account allow the continuance o f  the abuse

t o
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to this period, to pass, as a reason for a fur
ther protradion of it. It will be a subjed 
of painful refledion to your Grace, that in 
some instances such mischief has happened 
to individuals as could not now be remedied 
by a full payment of all the compensation 
claimed, if that tardy justice was at length 
to be done the Officers. Indeed, I am clear 
that this unhappy business has never, by any 
detailed statement been impressed on your 
Grace’s attention, because in matters much 
less conneded with  the welfare of this 
country and the credit of Government, your 
observance of the duties of  your high sta
tion, is such as I imagine the most envious 
observer cannot easily find fault with. Your 
Grace will not, I am sure, allow, that your ad
ministration in Ireland should be associated 
with so sore a remembrance as the griev
ances I have stated, if unredressed, would 
attach to it. You have won many hearts in 
this country 5 we fancy that a compliment 
has been paid us in giving us a Viceroy, whose 

■ frank and chearful temper, whose benignity 
of  mind and regard to rational popularity» 
we acknowledge as congenial to our feelings 
as Irishmen.

Your
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I have heard of  the rigid temper of  the 
House of Commons in inquiring into all 
expenditures of public money, and of some 
fears that the application of  the large sum 
required for the compensation claims may 
become a subjed  of reproof in Parliament. 
Such apprehensions do not, I conceive, come 
from any well informed authority. For 
admitting that  it is the duty of  the House 
o f  Commons to hold a most exad  audit 
o f  the Public Accounts, it will not surely 
be any derogation from that print iple that  
they should sandion  a just and honorable 
dealing with those who labour in the public 
service, warranted, as it is, and even anx
iously provided by the same statute which 
took away the former income o f  those 
persons. T he  payment of  compensation is 
full as much authorized by Parliament, as 
the discontinuance of Fees. Every solici
tude that could have been expeded  from 
the Legislature for the safety o f  the Officer 
is plainly expressed : even the fund to be 
d raw n upon is sufficiently specified by 
naming the Commissioners of  Customs as 
the Paymasters.— I cannot see then how 
the satisfadion o f  these claims can be ima
gined to be an improvident or unauthorized 
disposal of  public money. N or can Í yield

to
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to any discouraging surmise on this head, 
drawn from the inquisitorial temper of 
Parliament.

Your Grace, I am persuaded, will follow 
up the general confidence reposed in you, 
by a prompt and decisive interposition in 
favor of the aggrieved parties, whose case 
I have presumed to impress on your atten- 
ion.

In order that I may not be charged with 
having complained of a grievance which did 
not admit of  an easy remedy, I beg leave 
to state an obvious course of  proceeding, 
which may be pursued in this business.

All the affidavits and other vouchers have 
been given in many of the cases must have 
been sufficiently ascertained. In such instances, 
your Grace’s orders for payment, I should 
think, would be as prompt as the wishes 
of  the claimants— even in cases involved in 
doubt and difficulty, there could be no risk 
or incorredness whatever in diredin^ a

O

certain proportion of  the claim to be ac
quitted. An open account may be kept 
by the Colledor with the Officer, subjed 
to a further and final adjustment.

I have the fyonor to be,
Y our Grace’s most dutiful,

And most humble Servant,
ASELLUS.


