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PREFACE

T h e  A uthor was o n c e  upbraided for h a v in g  v o lu n 
teered  his services in b r in g in g  before the p u b lic  his 
H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  I r e l a n d .*  H e  n o w  
presents h im se lf  before  th e  p u b lic , n o  lo n g e r  as a  
V o lu n te e r , but as regu lar ly  en listed , and fu lf il l in g  th e  
ind isp en sib le  o b liga tion s  o f  his oath o f  e n g a g e m e n t .  
It is som e t im e s in c e  he sw ore  w ith o u t  a n y  evasion ,  
equivoca tion  or m e n ia l  re se rv a tio n , to d e fe n d  K i n g  
G eo rg e  th e  T h i r d , to th e  u tm o s t o f  h is  p o w e r ,  a g a in s t

a ll

* Sir Richard Musgrave in his critique upon that work in 
the Anti-Jacobin Review, says o f the author, p. 228, “  Had 
t( he been compelled at this critical period to write his Histo- 
“ rical Review, and had been impartial, whatever bad con

sequences might have followed, could not have been laid to 
“ his charge. B ut he was a volunteer, an eager volunteer.>y
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a ll conspiracies a n d  a tte m p ts  -whatever, th a t should  he 
v i a de a g a in st h is  P erso n , C row n a n d  D ig n i ty  : A n d  
th a t  he w ould  do h is  u tm o s t endeavour to disclose and  
m a k e  kn o w n  ro h is  M a je s ty  a n d  h is  h e irs  a ll treasons  
a n d  tra itorous conspiracies, w h ich  m ig h t  be fo r m e d  
a g a in s t h im  a n d  th a n .

W ith o u t  further preamble the Author distinctly d e
clares, that he considers the O range Institution to be a 
conspiracy and attem pt m ade against the K in g ’s person, 
crown and dignity. T h a t ,  for the purpose o f  defending  
his Majesty against them to the utmost o f  his pow er, by  
this publication lie does h is  u tm o s t endeavour to d is 
close a n d  m a k e  k n o w n  to h is  M a je s ty  a n d  h is  h e irs  th e  
tra ito ro u s  consp iracy fo r m e d  a g a in s t h im  a n d  th e m . 
B e  is free to sa y , that after he had acquired the k n ow 
le d g e  o f  the obligation and en g a g em en ts  o f  the  
O ran ge  S oc ie t ie s ,  be attem pted by those m eans, which  
he ju d g ed  prudent to m ake them known to the per
sons, through whom the disclosure m igh t ,  and he pre
sum es to add , o u g h t to have been officially co n v ey ed  
to the K in g  in person. T h e  Author’s failure in his first 
attem p t does not dispense w ith  his further u tm o s t e n 
deavours to disclose a n d  m a k e  th e m  kn o w n  to h is  M a je s ty  
a n d  h is  h e irs . In taking the oath o f  a lleg ian ce , he was 
s incere in declar ing , that he w as n o t, a n d  could no t be 
q çq u itted  before G od o r  m a n , or  absolved o f  th a t  dc- 
c la ra tw n , a lth o u g h  th e  P o p e  o r  a n y  o th e r  p erso n  or  
per.tm is, or a u th o r ity  w h a tso ever , should  dispense w ith  
o r  a n n u l th e  sa m e , or declare th a t  i t  w as n u ll  a n d  vo id  

f r o m  the b e g in n in g . In virtue then o f  his oath, and 
in perform ance o f  the duty  o f  his a lleg iance , the A u 
thor now submits the fo llow in g  sheets to the perusal

of



ó f  that public , w h ich  is genera lly  bounden b y  the  
same oath with him self, as the most effectuai m ethod  
o f  disclosing and m aking known the traitorous c o n 
spiracy to his Majesty and his heirs. Had he m ere ly  
ch arged , without proving, the traitorous nature o f  the  
O ra n g em en ’s obligation  and e n g a g e m e n ts ,  and their  
attem pts against his M ajesty’s person , crow n  and d ig 
n ity ,  or did he d e la y  the publication  b y  one hour  
beyond the tim e necessary  to render the disclosure fu ll  
and effectual, then w o u ld  h e  not in the p la in  a n d  o r 
d in a r y  sense o f  th e  w o rd s  o f  h is  o a th  have c o m p lie d  
.’-'ith, or fulfilled the ob ligations o f  it.

A s the con sc ien tiou s  observance o f  an oath  n e
cessarily  d ep en d s upon th e  co n sc ien tio u s  u n d er
standing o f  it by  th e  ju ro r ,*  the A uthor feels  h im se lf  
called  upon to avow  his d ec id ed  op in ion , that the oath  
o f  an O ra n g em a n , as it is exp ressed  in th e  rules and  
regu lations for the use o f  all O ra n g e  S  jc ie ties ,  h ere in 
after pr in ted , is o f  a treasonable nature b y  c o m m o n  
la w , and felonious b y  the 47»h G e o .  IIT. c .  x iii. w h ich  
is a n  A c t  to sup p ress  in su r re c tio n s  a n d  p r e v e n t  th e  
d is tu rb a n c e  o f  th e  p u b lic  peace in  I r e l a n d  ; and  w h ich  
will remain in force to  the end o f  the present session  
o f  parliam ent. A n a c t ,  w h ich  has never  b een  a c te d  
upon for the on ly  useful p u rp ose , for w h ich  it appears

to

* The author cannot subscribe to the generally received 
opinion, that an oath is to be taken in the sense, in which it 
is imposed or required, secundum aniitmm imponentis: but se
cundum animurn ju ran tis , that is, according to the juror’s un
derstanding, and the common acceptation o f the words, in 
which the oath is expressed.



to have b een  passed, nam ely , that o f  making the ini
tiation into an O range L od ge , F e lo n y  ; and for this sole 
purpose d evou tly  it is to be  w ished, that the legisla
ture may am end and p erp etu ate  it.

T h e  ground of the first part o f this opinion rests 
upon the universal adm ission, that b y  com m on law  
a lleg ian ce , absolute, unqualified and perpetual is due  
from ev ery  subject to his sovereign  ; consequently  an 
oath to render it con d ition a l, qualified or tem porary ,  
contravenes the purity o f  natural l ig ea n ce , and is o f  a 
treasonable quality . T h e  ground o f  the second pi-'t 
o f  the opinion will be manifest to every  one , whcMreads 
the enacting part o f  this sta tu te , and im partially  c o m 
pares it w ith  the secret, proscriptive and unauthor
ized obligation or oath o f an O ran gem an, as settled by  
the Grand L odge o f  D u b lin ,  on th e  10th o f  January ,  
1 800 , a& hereafter printed.

Sect. IIL “  And be it enacted b y  the authority  
<c aforesaid, T h a t  every  person or persons, w ho shall 
€t adm inister, or cause to be adm inistered, tender, or 
fC cause to be tendered , or be present, aiding or as- 
u  sisting at th e  adm inistering or ten d ering , or w ho  
<c shall, by threats, prom ises , persuasion, or other 
<c undue m eans cause , procure or induce to be taken  
“  by any person or persons in  I r e la n d , upon a book  
“  or otherw ise , any oath or en g a g em en t,  im porting  
€t to bind the person or persons taking th e  sam e, to  
“  be o f  any association , brotherhood, com m ittee ,  so-  
16 c ic ty  or con fed eracy  w hatsoever, in reality  form ed, 

or to be formed for seditious purposes, or to disturb

“  the
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Ci the public p e a c e ,  or to injure the persons or propei ty  
"  o f  any person or persons w hatsoever, to do  or om it or  
«  refuse to do any  act or a c t s  w hatsoever , under w hat-  
“  ever nam e, description or p retence such association ,
«  brotherhood, c o m m it te e ,  so c ie ty  or co n fe d e r a c y  
“  shall assum e or pretend to  be formed or co n s t i-  
“  tuted ; or any oath  or e n g a g e m e n t ,  im p o rtin g  to  
“  bind the person , ta k in g  th e  sam e to o b ey  the or-  

ders or rules or com m an d s o f  an y  c o m m it te e  or  
“  other body o f  m en  not la w fu lly  co n stitu ted , or o t  
“  any  capta in , leader or com m an d er (not a p p o in te d  
“  b y ,  or under the au thor ity  o f  his M a jesty ,  his h*jirs 
“  or successors,)  or to assem ble  at the desire or c o m -  
“  mand o f  any such  ca p ta in ,  lead er , co m m a n d er  or 
“  c o m m itte e ,  or o f  a n y  person or persons not h av in g  
“  law fu l a u th o r ity ,  or not to inform  ox g iv e  e v id e n c e  
“  against any  brother, associate or c o n fe d e r a te ,  or 
“  other person, or not to  reveal or d iscover his or her  
ci h a v in g  taken a n y  i l lega l oa th , or not to reveal or 

d iscover  any  i l lega l act  d o n e  or to  b e  cjone, or not  
“  to d iscover any  i l lega l oath  or e n g a g e m e n t ,  w h ich  
l i  m ay  be ad m in istered  or tendered  to  him  or h er ,  
i i  or the im port th ereo f ,  w’hether such  oath  shall be  
l i  afterw'ards so ad m in istered , or ten d ered  or n o t ,  or 
ii  w hether he or she  shall take such  oath , or en ter  into  
€C such  e n g a g e m e n t  or n o t ,  b e in g  b y  due cou rse  ot 

law con v icted  th ereo f,  shall be  adjudged  g u i l ty  ot  
“  fe lo n y ,  and be transported for life : And ev ery  per-  
“  son, w ho shall take in I r e l a n d , an y  such  oath or  
u  e n g a g e m e n t ,  im p o rtin g  so to  bind him  0 1  her as 
“  aforesaid , and b e in g  by d u e  course  o f  law  th ereo f

convicted,

/
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“  convicted , shall be adjudged gu ilty  o f  fe lony , 'and
be transported for seven years.”

B eyon d  the obligation o f  his sworn duty  o f  alle
g ia n ce ,  the author is im pelled  by a sense o f  the im 
portance o f  Ireland to the stability  o f  the British em  
pire, to exert his further efforts to induce the preju
diced and the b lind, ju stly  to appreciate, and earnestly  
to  co-operate in brin g in g  into  action  the powerful  
energies o f  a gallant, warm -hearted and loyal people .  
Insulting is the p retence to establish tranquillity, p ea ce  
and happiness in the country b y  those, w ho refuse, or 
n eg lec t  to root up and utterly  to destroy the plants o f  
discord so prodigally sow n, so guardedly trenched, so  
artfully bleached and softened under the richest m ould ,  
so tenderly fostered throughout the land. H a v in g  tho
ro u gh ly  exam ined  the nature and properties o f  this  
d eadly  e x o t ic  for the benefit o f  the cou n try , in which  
its culture has been so pow erfu lly  forced , he can n ot  
consistently  withhold for one hour the result o f  his en 
quiries. H e  therefore publishes separately  this d isqui
sition before the history o f  Ireland s in ce  the U n io n ,  
to  which it was intended  as an introduction , can ap 
pear before the public.

I  he A uthor anticipates the in d u lg en ce  o f  ev ery  real 
Irishm an, for in troducing the fo llow in g  sheets to the  
notice  o f  the public in the words o f  the greatest m as
ter ot impressive and figurative reasoning, th e  ros
tr u m  ever boasted. O n  m o v in g  f jr  the release o f  a 
learned ju d g e  from illegal im prisonm ent under an 
E nglish  warrant, he noticed  the dead s ilen ce , into

w hich



w h ich  the public had been frowned on the sad occa 
sion , and rejoiced in that factitious d u m b n e ss  b e 
cause, when all was hushed, when nature s lep t, the  
w eakest v o ice  was heard. “  T h e n ,  says h e ,” (Curr. 
S p eech  in R e x  v. Jo h n so n ) tc T h e  shepherd’s whistle  
€C shoots across the l is ten in g  darkness o f  the inter-  
<f m inable  heath, and g iv es  n o t ice ,  that the w o lf  is u p -  
i(  on his walk ; and the same g lo o m  and stillness, that  
“  tem pt the m onster to  c o m e  abroad, facilita te  the  
i (  com m unication  o f  the w arn in g  to bew are. Y e s ,
iC through that s ilen ce  the v o ice  shall be  heard.-------
“  Y es ,  through that s ilence  th e  shepherd shall be
“  put upon his g u ard .------- Y e s — through  that s ilen ce
“  the  felon sa v a g e  shall b e  chased  into  the toils.”

INTRODUCTION.



ERRATA.

page Line
16 24» for natural read mutual
27 19 for warrant read summons
60 ' 1  between the words their and extermination

introduce the words oath o f  
124* 18 for struck read stuck



IN TR O D U C TIO N

A  H E  history of Ireland has been brought from Advan- 

its first connection with England down to its 
Union with Great Britain. That political event ry histo 

has not realized the flattering, prospects which iy‘ 
the British Minister held out to the Irish people, 
as inducements to adopt the measure. The ef
fects of the Union are of transcendent impor
tance to the British Empire, and cannot be other
wise made known, than by continuing the his
tory of Ireland from its incorporate Union up to 
the current year. The task of writing modern 
history is arduous and invidious. Nothing re
prehensible, unsuccessful or disastrous can be 
iairly represented, without wounding the feelings 
oi those, who planned or executed the measure.
On the other hand, cotemporary history must 
ever gratify a people interested in the faithful re-

B cording



‘2

cording of their national atchievements. If the 
truth be at first disguised, distorted or suppressed, 
it may then be readily rectified or supplied by 
co-existing documents or testimony; and the 
existing generation will be assured, that their 
actions will be handed down in true colours to 
posterity./ The liability of a co-temporary his
torian to be questioned either in or out of a court 
of justice for any falsehood, slander or malice, 
is a security not to be looked for in the writer 
of remote events. Though Ireland be legislative
ly united with Great Britain, the history of her 
people and Government is wholly distinct, and 
widely different.

Neeessity *n order to bring under the eye of the reader 
of deve- a comprehensive and impartial view of the histo- 
Soc'iety of ry  Ireland for the last nine years, which may be
Orange- called the first fruits of the Union, it will be re- 
men. . . . ^

quisite to trace to its source that political power, 
which had swayed the country for several years 
previous to the Union, as it still continues, though 
in a somewhat different manner, to svvv.y it at 
this hour. As many of the facts, which gave 
rise and strength to that power happened before 
the period, which forms the subject of this vo
lume, they are brought forward as introductory 
matter to the history, which they more material
ly, than perhaps, ostensibly affect. The existence 
of the Society of Orangemen in Ireland, has

ever
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ever since its institution been productive of such 
strong effects upon that country, that it is im
possible to do her historical justice, without 
fully representing the different parts, which the 
Orangemen have been permitted or made to per
form upon the national theatre. Although ma
ny of their achievem ents have found their regu
lar place in the history of the times, in which 
they happened, yet a minute disquisition concern
ing the rise, progress, nature and effects of that so
ciety has become necessary to develope the views, 
motives and consequences of instituting, coun
tenancing and keeping it on foot.

It exceeds the function of the historian to Protest- 

trace the acts of government to the private in- ant As" 
ducements of the ministers, who directed them. ce0(ianc- # 
It is his duty to connect times and circumstances 
with public measures, and the reader will draw 
his own consequences. The history of Ireland 
during the last century is an uninterrupted chain 
of facts, proving to demonstration, that the go
vernment was carried on by keeping up a local 
ascendancy of foreign powder or influence over 
the natural constitutional rights and interests of 
that country. It bore succesively the appellations 
ot the K in g s  business, the English interest, the 
British ascendancy : and then it wTas an avowed 
appendage to the patronage of the British minis-

B 2 ter.
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1er. It afterwards fell into the hands of an Irish 
oligarchy, who by a bold and arrogant usurpa
tion, monopolized the whole political power of 
the country. In order to keep out of sight the 
paramount influence of the British Cabinet, 
they dignified their lucrative acquisition by the 
imposing title of Protestant ascendancy. Lord 
Clare had the address to bring forward the aris
tocracy of the country to pledge their lives and 
fortunes in support of it, before its practical 
meaning was made known to them.

First Soon after the declaration of Irish indepen- 
Union°L dance, in 1782, Mr, Pitt failed in carrying 
Air. Pitt's his commercial propositions through the Irish 

Parliament. From having been thwarted in 
that favourite plan, which had been adopted 
by the two houses of the British parliament, 
his views and conduct towards Ireland greatr 
]y changed. In 1786 Mr, Foster was cho
sen Speaker of the House of Commons, which 
greatly encreased his political influence in the 
country, A  coincidence of views, and disposi 
tion to keep up a political ascendancy in the 
country, strictly united the then Attorney G e
neral, Mr. Fitzgibbon, and the speaker, with 
Mr. Beresford, to devote themselves to Mr. Pitt, 
under pledges to carry through all his business, 
provided the internal management and patronage 

the country were left to their direction. The
haughty
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haufflitV mind of Mr. Pitt seldom permitted him © *
to communicate fully his plans to others : he 
often made his most confidential servants the un
conscious engines of his deepest designs. From 
that time Mr. Pitt meditated a legislative Union,
■which for a long time he carefully concealed 
from those political contractors, who would then 
have revolted against the project, as defeating 
the object of their lucrative and ambitious spe
culations. Mr. Pitt w as a man of resistless perti
nacity and ambition. Sensible that the meásure 
of Union, particularly after the late establish
ment of their legislative independence would be 
resisted by every true Irishman, his mind was 
brought to conviction, that it could only be 
pressed upon her in the hour of fear and weak
ness, of which the most immediate and unfailing 
causes are national division and religions dissen- 
tion.

Dr. Woodward, Bishop of Cloyne, published Bishop of 
a pamphlet, which he entitled, The Present c ,°Ynes1  ̂  ̂ _ contro-
A ta te  o f  the Church o f  Ireland , in which he versy. 
roundly charged the Catholics and Presbyterians 
with being by principle  hostile to the constitution 
in Church and state. This raised a polemical 
contest kept up by numerous publications on 
both sides. Each party, as usual, on such occa
sions, claimed the victory. The rewards, how- 
ever, were all on one side. Everv clerical rV• iter

in
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in support of the Bishop was liberally promoted 
for the share he bore in the warfare.* Of the

# Out of that controversy arose the admirable productions 
©f the Rev. Arthur O’Leary, a Catholic priest, on toleration, 
which removed from the minds of many Catholics the diffi
culties, which up to that time it is well known prevented them 
from swearing allegianc® to the house of Hanover, and ab
juring the pretensions of the House of Stuart. That Rev. 
Divine so happily blended a vein of liberality and original 
humour with orthodox instruction, that his writings became 
popular even with Protestants, and produced so much tole
ration and cordiality between them and the Catholics, that 
cieated a serious alarm in those, who studied to perpetuate 
their division and consequent weakness. With rtiuch art they 
endeavoured to stop the progress of this terrifying liberality 
and harmony among Irishmen of different religious profes
sions. The Rev. Arthur O’Leary was thanked by the Bri
tish Minister for the services he had rendered to the state, by  
frightening away the bugbear of Jacobitism, and securing the 
allegiance of the whole Catholic body to the illustrious house 
of Hanover. A  pension of £ 2 0 0  was granted to him for his 
life in the name of a trustee ; but upon the secret condition, 
that he should for the future withhold his pen, and reside no 
more in Ireland : in such dread was holden an evangelizer o f  
tolerance and brotherhood in that country. Two or three 
payments of this hush money were made. Afterwards an 
arbitrary refusal for many years threw the Rev. Pensioner 
upon the voluntary support of his friends for subsistence. 
After a lapse of many years, by importunity and solicitation, 
and repeated proofs of his having complied with the secret 
conditions, he received a large arrear ; and in order to make 
himself independent for the rest of his days, he purchased 
with it an annuity for his life from a public office, and died 
before the first quarter became due.

U tility

I
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utility of the several publications, which arose 
out of that controversy, every man will judge, 
who has read them. N o one however can deny, 
that the immediate result of the contest was en- 
creased virulence and animosity on the part of the 
Protestant ascendancy against the Catholic and 
Presbyterian : and reconciliation and amity be
tween the Presbyterian and the Catholic. An  
union, which naturally stimulated the Protestant 
ascendancy to a fiercer lust of rule, and pro
voked the Catholics and Presbyterians, (thev 
compose the bulk of the population) to a vindic
tive acerbity of retaliation, to which they had 
long been strangers. From that hour to the- 
present, the fair observer of political events in 
Ireland will distinctly mark the workings o f the 
Protestant ascendancy in the rule and guidance, 
of a numerous body of men united by oaths of 
secrecy, deluded under pretence of religion, 
goaded by superstition and passion, lured b r  
interest, and organized into complete subordina
tion and blind obedience to the commands of 
their leaders. Mr. Pitt largely lent the arm of 
the executive to all the purposes of intolerance, 
to which his Irish undertakers thought fit to ap
ply it. The weakening of Ireland by internal 
dissension was the private order given to the 
triumvirate. The public instructions to the os
tensible and responsible officers of the Crown

concealed



8

concoaled the Machiaveiran principle in the back
ground.

fmityng l£ Was a * favourite tactic of Mr Pitt’s to create 
by felse° false alarms, with a view of engrafting strong 
alarms, measures upon the timidity, which they created.

Mr. Fitzgibbon in the first fervor of devotion to  
his patron outran his commission; and so far 
exceeded all the bounds of decency, as to retail 
officially in the House o f  Commons a most 
alarming report of the outrages of the Right 
Boys in 1787, as proceeding from a popish con
spiracy. In this Mr. Orde, the secretary, as a 
man of honour and veracity, found it necessary 
to contradict his M ajesty’s Attorney General, in 
open Parliament, by declaring ; that he not only 
did not believe it to be true , but in several places 
he knew it not to be true . And when this law 
officer of the Crown was shamed out of the 
clause he had introduced into the bill for pre
venting tumultuous risings, directing the ma
gistrates to demolish the Roman Catholic cha
pels, in which any combination should have 
been formed, or án unlawful oath administered, 
Mr. Orde, with becoming dignity, declared, 
that he never would have concurred in such a 
clause, Mr. Grattan observed upon the extra- 
official zeal of Mr. Fitzgibbon, that it was re- 
medying disturbance by irréligion, and establish- 
mg it by Act o f  Parliam ent.

In
* History o f Ireland, by the Author, Vol. IL p. 20&.



In the year 1788, under the second adm inis-Re];„iou9 
tration ot the Marquis of Buckingham, whom dissension 

Mr. Pitt had specially selected for effecting his j“̂ ‘!.tcd 
views upon Ireland, on the death of the Duke of magh. 
Rutland, the county of Armagh was the theatre, 
on which the managers of the ascendancy most 
prominently exhibited their newly delegated or 
usurped power. The county of Armagh is the 
most Protestant county of Ireland. It is in great 
part, a species of English colony. The primacy 
having been usually bestowed upon Englishmen, 
the consequence was, that whatever church 
lands could be beneficially demised, came to 
the hands of the English dependants and favour
ites of the Primates, as they fell in. The tenants 
moved not as their patrons died ; but attached 
themselves to the soil, in which they had aequir-^] 
ed a valuable interest. They had generally risen 
from menial situations, and retained.a species o f  
extraordinary gratitude for the Church, on the 
soil of which they lived and throve. T hey, like 
most religionists in their walks of life, manifested 
theii foiced zeal, more by their prominent ab
horrence and persecution of others, than by the 
edifying exercise of the tolerant and mild pre
cepts of their own religion. The ancient village 
feuds and dissensions of the Peep o f  D ay  boys 
and defenders, were renewed under the. acrimo
nious distinction of Protestants and Catholics, for 
the wicked purposes of more lasting division.

C T he
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Lord The death of Chancellor Lifford in 1?89, af-
I  l a  v * i i

made forded Mr. Pitt an opportunity of rewarding the
Chancel- extraordinary zeal and exertions of the Attorney 
lor. M . . .  .
Strength General Mr. Fitzgibbon, in the management of
of the. As- tjle diffteuJt question of the Regency in the pre- 
cendancy 1 . . .
party. ceding year. By appointing him Chancellor,

(the first Irishman that ever filled that station) 
he assumed credit for being a friend to Ireland ; 
and at the same time secured the IiOttse of Lords, 
as far as the influence of Chancellor and Speaker 
could weigh. H e commanded the Speaker’s 
powers over the House of Commons in Mr. Fos
ter, and he secured in Mr. Beresford the judi
cious application of all the fiscal douceurs
and benefits ; of the virtue and extent of
which no other man was so cognizant. Mr. 
Pitt was naturally crafty, implacable and do
mineering. The disgust, which the aristocracy 
had shewn, at the first mention of Union, rouzed 
his haughty soul into an indignant resolution to 
subjugate them to it by their own timidity and 
weakness. Ilis lofty spirit had never brooked 
the independence, which the Irish forced the
British senate to acknowledge in 1782. Unre
strained by sympathy, impregnable to friend
ship, unawed by advice, spurning his opponents, 
and confident of the profligacy of his adherents, 
this daring statesman seized the advantage of the

* disastrous times.



I l

In 1791 the government was more alarmed at Mr.̂ Pitt’i 
the sympathies of the Presbyterians in the North towards 

with the French revolutionists, than with the 
dread of Catholic emancipation, although the 
Presbyterians came cordially forward as the 
staunch advocates and supporters of that mea
sure. Mr. P itt’s general nostrum was to weaken, 
by dividing. Nothing could so effectually put 
the nation and the P rotestant ascendancy at 
issue, as the unequivocal determination of the 
representatives in Parliament not even to listen 
to their complaints. W hen, therefore, in 179^, 
the Catholic’s petition was presented to the 
House of Commons by Mr. O ’Hara, he desired 
not to be considered as its particular patron.
Not a member stood forward to oppose its rejec
tion by the house. The insulting outrage of 
not receiving their petition exasperated the Ca
tholics, and rilled their enemies with propor
tionate confidence. The animosity of each party 
was consequently sharpened.

The trium ph of the Protestant ascendancy w'as Mr. Pitt's 
of short duration. In the next session th a t  verv c°n(̂ ctt0
d  1 • 1 - J  the Pro-
I arllament was directed to gran t almost the  testant

whole substance of the Petition, which but some ^ íh i s  
months before they had been ordered to reject view to 
with insulting contumely. The weakness of the Union’
J rotestant ascendancy was thus exposed, bv con
vincing the nation, that they moved not by their

«  own
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own will or energy, but in servile obéissance t€* 
foreign authority. It was Mr. Pitt’s art to play 
oft’ and balance the opposite powers against 
each other, that neither should make head against 
himself. Ministry and ascendancy became equally 
alarmed at the rising disposition of the people to 
enter into a National Union, without regard to 
religious distinction. Mr. Pitt availed himself 
of the critical moment, and from that time for
ward, never ceased to press upon his creatures, 
the option of external or internal Union. In the 
latter the whole Protestant ascendancy would be 
lost : by the former its consequence and profits 
would be at least partially preserved. Under 
this system, each party continued for a time to 
strengthen itself. The Catholics having ob
tained more than they expected, tho’ not all they 
looked to from Government, sought to acquire 
strength and consequence by uniting with the 
liberal Protestants of every denomination, in 
their efforts to obtain the great national objects 
of every real Irishman’s wishes. The Protestant 
ascendancy irritated at the concessions made by 
Government to the Catholics, entrenched itself 
within a formidable line of exclusion, and vowed 
eternal inveteracy against the Catholics, even to 
extermination. With the countenance, aid, and 
support of the monopolizing junto, it arrogated 
to itself exclusive loyalty, and by affecting to

prop
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prop and strengthen the arm of the law, it inso
lently identified itself with Government, and put 
the Country at issue.

The year 1794 was peculiarly important to Turbu-i r
the interests of Ireland, as far as they were affect- .?nce 07 J  the couli
ed by the workings of the Protestant ascendancy, tryen -

So turbulent was then the state of the country, creased*
1 A T T** e 1 ■ • • 1 1 1 Mr.that Mr. r itt found it requisite to abandon the divides 

system of coercion, and confide the reins of G o - llie Wlll3
- ,  • party in

vernment to a person possessing other qualities, England.

than these of mere subserviency. Lord Westmore
land’s recall was resolved upon. The master 
stroke of Mr. Pitt’s policy, was the division of 
the W hig party in Eagland. That event would 
not have happened, had not the Duke of Port
land been assured by Mr. Pitt, that he and his 
friends should have the entire management of 
Ireland, with lull authority to redress grievances, 
reform abuses, and especially, as his grace open
ly avowed at Court, when he kissed hands on 
his promotion, to bring forward the question of 
Catholic Emancipation in the ensuing session.

* Mr. Foster, who had ever systematically 
opposed the Catholics, and some of his family ^hlrgcs
were mainly instrumental in raising certain sus- against

. . Mr. Fav  
p i  C ions & others.

* Hist. Rev. of the State of Ireland, 2 vol. 44-1. & scq.

«
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picions, which led to the false charges againstMr. 
Fay of Navan, Mr. Dowdal, Mr. Bird of Drog
heda, and several Catholic Gentlemen of respecta
bility in that neighbourhood, for the murder of the 
Rev. Mr, Butler, and the general system of Defen- 
derism , which had then settled in an open system 
of lawless robbery. The Catholics had suffered 
from it more than their Protestant neighbours: and 
to its suppression they had more generally, and 
as largely subscribed. The plot appeared deeply 
laid tinder great political influence, to stigmatize 
the body o f Catholics, thro* the crimination of 
M r,Fay, and the other Catholic Gentlemen of es* 
tablished respectability. Just providence defeated 
it by opening to view the base machinations and 
perjuries of the informer Lynch, and other such 
miscreants raked out of the neighbouring Goals, 
who had been hired and suborned to swear away 
the lives of the victims pointed out. Their hon
ourable acquittal, and the bare-faced exposure 
of the Conspiracy covered the party with shame, 
and for a time kept them quiet in these parts of 
the Country, Of these trials, Mr. Curran* in

his

•T h is  Gentleman, who is the present Master of the Rolls 
in I r e l a n d ,  during the whole of his Political Career in Par
liament never did an action, in which the staunchest Patriot 
would not have gloried in concurring, nor uttered a speech, 
(jf which the most eloquent might not have boasted.



his place in the Senate, said, cc he could speak 
“ as an eye witness, declaring them to be scenes 
<c of more atrocity and horror, than he had ever 
“  seen exhibited in a Court of Justice. It was 
“ what the Catholics might have expected, when 
iC they found their avowed enemies continued in 
“  authority, and the malice of an implacable 
cc Government left to indemnify itself by ven- 

geance, what it had lost by law.”

It was necessary, that Mr. Pitt should con- ^ r* ^‘u *
conspira-

vince his W hig Neophites of the sincerity o fCy agajnst

his en^affement, to leave the entire reform o f£ athollc 
0 0   ̂ Lmanci-

Ireland to them. Messrs. Grattan and Pon- pation.  

sonby were therefore sent for, to form the new’
Irish Administration ; and the virtuous Fitz^ 
william was selected to meet the eager expecta
tions of the nation. On the other hand, Mr. 
Beresford went over to England on a counter- 
project; and by secret négociations, successfully 
laid the train, by which Lord Fitzwilliam’s in
structions to give the Catholic question a hand
some support on behalf of Government, were to 
be counteracted, and the Protestant ascendancy 
was to be made finally to triumph over National 
Union, Parliamentary Reform, and Catholic 
Emancipation. This perfidious manœuvre, af
forded Mr. Pitt a treble triumph. It exposed  
the impoteiicy of his W hig proselytes. It dis

played
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Persecu
tions in 
Armagh.

played the extent of his personal authority. It 
widened the breach between the Catholic and 
the Protestant ascendancy. From the recal of 
Lord 1 itzwilliam, commenced the reign of ter
ror. His successor, whose sole recommenda
tion to the Irish was the name of Camden, 
irom the moment of his landing, manifested as 
unequivocal symptoms of subserviency to the 
trium viri, as Lord Westmoreland had shewn 
throughout his whole Government. H e threw 
himself without reserve into their arms : and 
when affrighted at the shrieks of torture, and 
nauseated with the fumes of blood, he weakly la
mented, that the system had been extorted from 
him.

I he unexpected triumph of persecuted inno
cence in Meath drove the baffled party to ano
ther scene of action, where their physical force 
was larger, where their instruments were better 
organized, and where the magistracy was more 
generally devoted to their designs. The Protes- 
testant County of Armagh, had long been the 
field of contest, between the Peep o f D ay Boys9 
and the Defenders. This acrimony, which had 
lor some time been soothed into natural repen
tance and shame at their past errors, was re
kindled by secret agents, and converted into a fe
rocious warfare of religious contention. The

ascendancy
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ascendancy party was worked into an enthusias
tic ebullition o f  renovated fury, by the Sermon 
o f a Rev. Divine of the Established Church, Mr. 
Mansell o f Portaclown, who some days previous 
to the 1st day o f July 1795, had from his pulpit 
given very marked notice to his congregation, 
that all persons disposed to cclebrate the anni
versary o f  the battle o f the Boyne, in the 
true spirit o f  the institution, should attend his 
Sermon on that day. This Evangelical labourer 
in the vineyard o f the Lord o f peace so worked 
up the minds o f his audience, that upon retiring 
from service, on the different roads leading to 
their respective homes, they gave full scope to 
the antipapistical zeal, with which he had in
spired them ; falling upon every Catholic they 
met, beating and bruising them without provo
cation or distinction, breaking the doors and 
windows o f their houses, and actually murdering 
two unoffending peasants, who were digging  
turf in a bog. This unprovoked atrocity o f  the 
Protestants revived and redoubled religious ran
cour. The flame spread and threatened a con
test o f  extermination.

A like assault was offered to some Catholics o f  Peaceable 

the town o f Lurgan, but no lives were lost i n onsofthe  

that affray. Mr. Bernard Coile an eminent Catholic*,
of* [ lit

Muslin and Cambrick manufacturer, with others „an
D  o f°
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of his Catholic brethren, convened a meeting of  
the two parishes on the following Sunday, in the 
Session house, with which for that laudable 
puipose the Protestant Magistrate had accom
modated them. 1 he people were admonished 
to behave in a peaceable manner, and assured, 
that in case o f  assault or injury, they should be 
fAlly protected by the arm o f the law, provided 
they took not retaliation or revenge into their 
own hands. Pacific and loyal resolutions were 
entered into by the Catholics, and liberal Pro
testants were invited to do the like. A thousand 
copies o f  these resolutions were circulated thro’ 
the district with the happiest effect. Tranquil
lity and order were preserved for a considerable 
time on one side of the Bann River.* But in

the

* Sir Richard Musgrave says, (Memoirs of the different 
Rebellions, 2d Ed. page70.) “ That in commemoration ofthat 

\ ic to r y ,  the first Orange Lodge was formed in the County 
of Armagh, on the 21st September, 1795, tho* the name 

“  of Orange Men existed some time before.” It is curious 
to mark the progress of this veridical historian in his com
mendation of the Orangemen. In the very next page, he 
says, the lower class of Protestants of the Established Church 
stood forward at this perilous crisis, &c. Then in page 73. 
he thinks it right to mention, “ that the Orange association 

should not be confounded, as it has often invidiously been, 
ith the mutual and disgraceful outrages, which prevailed in 

the County of Armagh for many years, between the lowest
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the neighbourhood of Portadown, the animosity 
o f the opposite parties had taken so decided a 
turn, that the Defenders remained underarms for 
three days successively, challenging their oppo
nents to fight it out fairly in the field, rather 
than harrass them with murderous nocturnal 
visits. On the 2 1st September, 1795, the D efen
ders were defeated at the Village o f  the D ia
mond by a less numerous, tha’ better organized 
party o f their opponents. On that day the Peep  
o f  D ay Boys dropt that appellation, and assum
ed the denomination o f  Orange-men  ; and then 
was their first Lodge formed.*

At first, no person of consequence entered the Com- 

Society. Their original object and obligation J ^ ceemt 
were to exterminate the Catholics o f  Ireland, as Orange 

far as in them lay. They affected to unite in sup- Society* 
port o f the Constitution, as established by K ing

D  % William

“ class of Presbyterians, under the denomination o f the Peep 
“ o f  D ay Boys, and the Roman Catholics as D e f e n d e r s As 
if  the Protestants of the Established Church, would have 
formed themselves into a Club or Society, in commemoration 
of a Victory, which they had not fought for I

* So powerful were the effects of these Resolutions, that not 
one individual Catholic or Protestant from Lurgan was en~ 
gaged in the Battle of the Diamond,

19



William at the Revolution o f 1688. Their great 
encrcase and establishment happened in the fol
lowing year. Detail is requisite, to prove how 
far the Orange-men have acted up to the spirit 
o f  their first Institution, and to shew when, how, 
and why they changed their original oath of ex
termination, as will be seen hereafter, into that 
of supporting conditionally the King, as long as 
the King should support the Protestant ascend
ancy. The utility of history is the disclosure of 
facts, which may tend to prevent the miseries, 
and promote the welfare of the existing and fu
ture generations.

Elated with their success at the Diamond, 
the Orangemen advanced boldly in their work 
of extermination. They confided in the pro
tection, and boasted of the support of the M a
gistrates, before several of whom that battle was 
fought. Not only the profession of the Catholic 
religion, but connexion with a Catholic by mar
riage, or dependence upon a Catholic by ser
vitude exposed the individual to the brutal fe
rocity of these exterminators. Some Magistrates 
directly promoted, others countenanced and en
couraged, and most of them allowed their out
rages to be committed with impunity. At that 
time commenced that dreadful system, which

" Mr,
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Mr. Grattan described, as * “ a persecution 
“  conceived in the bitterness of bigotry, carried 
“ 011 with the most ferocious barbarity by a ban- 
“ ditti, who, being of the religion of the State,
“  had committed, with the greater audacity 
“  and confidence, the most horrid murders,
<c and had proceeded from robbery and mas- 
“ sacre to extermination.” “ Those insurgents,” 
said he, “  call themselves Orangemen, or Pro- 
“ testant Boys ; that is, a banditti of murderers,
“ committing massacre in the name of God,
“  and exercising despotic power in the name 
“  of Liberty.”

In tracing important events to their source, Mr. Gif-

it is often necessary to attend to circumstances fard ^  
1 • • 1 i 1 a founderin themselves trivial or contemptible. A n apo- 0f the

thecary, named Giffard, notorious in the annals ° ranS1'-
men.

of Orangism, had quitted the medical for the 
military profession, and was then captain in the 
City of Dublin militia, and quartered at Port
adown. H e was prominent^ forward in en
couraging the Peep o f  D ay Boys against the 
Defenders ; and his zealous exertions were not 
left unrewarded by the renovators of that Cru
sade. To him are attributed the adoption of the 
title of Orangemen, their original oath and obli

gation,

•  Parliamentary Debates for 1796.

1
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gation, and the first regulations, by which they 
were organized into a Society. As this gentle
man wras travelling in a public carriage from 
Newry to Dublin, to take his trial for a breach 
of the peace, he found himself in company with 
Mr. Bernard Coile, who has been already men
tioned : till then, they had been strangers to 
each other. In the course of conversation, Mr. 
Coile observed, that Robespierre was a second 
Cromwell. Mr. Giffard in part assented ; but 
remarked, that he would forgive Cromwell every 
thing, but one thing; Mr. Coile asked what that 
one thing was. Mr. Giffard sharply replied ; his 
not having exterminated the Catholics from Ire
land; and concluded with the most solemn 
avowal of his own efficient and most ardent 
wishes to effectuate that object. Mr. Coile pro
fessing himself to be a Catholic, insisted upon 
turning Mr. Giffard out of the carriage. The 
quarrel was patched up by their fellow travellers,* 
but the injury was not forgiven. A  system of 
secrecy and seclusion can only be developed by 
the overt acts of its principal directors. An at
tentive and impartial view of the sequel will be 
an unerring guide to the denouement of the 
piece.

Flushed

* These were the late Mr. Page, of Dundalk, and his son, 
who is still living ; Mr. Mac Lelland, the father of the pre
sent Baron Mac Lelland ; and a Lady. The conversatioe 
took place between Dundalk and Drogheda.
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Flushed with victory, animated with their ~
. . .  Oranst--

new appellation, countenanced and protected, men grow

as thev openlv boasted, bv the Magistrates and ln0re te'
f . . .  rocious,

men high in power, the Orangemen harassed and are 
and oppressed their Catholic countrymen with 
uncontrolled ferocity. Mr. Grattan, on a me
morable occasion in the House of Commons, 
when the Attorney General brought forward four 
resolutions for checking the progress of insur
gency and outrage throughout the country, thus 
described the horrible practices of the Orange
m en .—  * “ These insurgents have organized 

their rebellion, and formed themselves into a 
Committee, who sit and try the Catholic 
weavers and inhabitants, when aprehended 
falsely and illegally, as deserters. That re
bellious Committee they call the Committee 
of Elders, who, when the unfortunate Ca
tholic is torn from his family and his loom, 
and brought before them in judgm ent, if he 
give them liquor or m oney, they sometimes 
discharge him, otherwise they send him to a 
recruiting officer as a deserter. T hey g e
nerally give the Catholics notice to quit their 
farms and dwellings, which notice they plaister 
on the house conceived in these short, but 
plain words, Go to hell, Connaught won’t  re

ceive

Viz. on the 20th Feb. 1730. 10 Pari. Debates, 102,
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11 ccke  you. Fire and Faggot, W m. Thresh am, 
€t and John Thrustout.* They followed these 
“ notices with faithful and punctual execution 
<c of the horrid threat. In many instances they 
“ threw down the houses of the tenantry, or 
“ what they called racked the house, so that the 
4< family jnust fly or be buried in the grave of 
“ their own cabin. The extent of the murders, 
“ that had been committed by that atrocious 
“ and rebellious banditti he had heard, but not 
“  so ascertained, as to state them to the House : 
** but from all the inquiries he could make, he 
€C collected, that the Catholic inhabitants of Ar- 
“ magh were actually put out of the protection 
u  of the law; that the Magistrates had been su- 
iC pine and partial, and that the horrid banditti 
“  had met with complete success, and from the 
c* Magistracy with very little discouragement.” 
General inculpation seldom produces the effect 
of specific proof.

Three

* These exterminating notices varied in form, though they 
generally concurred in substance, and were equally acled 
upon. Some were conceived in the laconic words. H ell or 
Connaught. An eye-witness to many of these horrible scenes 
has furnished us with another reading of this terrific text. 
“  To Hell or Connaught immediately, orwe, Captain Rack- 
" all and Captain Firebrand will come and destroy you*

and send your souls to heU and damnation.”
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Three of the Magistrates of Lurgati, Mess. r.ur£,aa 
l'ord, liroivnlozí', and Greer, were, next to Mr. Mag's- 
Ferner, the most prominently conspicuous in courage 
forwarding the Orange system. On their estates ° ianfe'e- 
they had mostly Catholic tenantry, from whom 
their agents readily obtained, as they did from 
others, a surrender of their arms. No sooner 
had this surrender been made, than notice was 
given to the Orangemen by Mr. Ford, that they  
would be perfectly safe in plundering that part 
of the country, where they resided, as the Ca
tholics were there totally disarmed. Accordingly 
on the following Sunday, they crossed the riVer 
Bann in boats, and indiscriminately attacked 
plundered and destroyed all the property thev 
knew belonged to Catholics in that district.
I hat their rage was directed against Popery, 
and not Defenderism, is evident from Mr. Ford’s 
conduct to two of his own most respectable te
nants, whose webs and yarns had been destroyed 
with their houses and furniture. They had "ap
plied to him in the natural confidence of'tenants 
in their landlord, w ho was also a Justice of the 
1 eace to direct them how they should obtain

E redress

* He was also Collector o f the Customs at Dundalk, from 
which office he was soon afterwards discharged, having been 
detected in several gross frauds upon the Revenue....Whilst- 
Mr. Greer was in prison, through the interest o f Mr. Foster, 
he had an additional allowance made to him o f £ l O O .  per anu. 
from the Linen Board, with leave to take in hi* son as assist
ant inspector



26

redress for their sufferings. H e shortly told 
them, if they would read their recantation, and 
turn Protestants, they should be protected. 
The surrender of Mr. Ford’s tenants arms was 
made on the Saturday. Early on the next 
morning he set out for Dundalk, and instantly 
after his departure, the surrendered arms were 
put by his servant into the hands of Orangemen, 
to be employed in exterminating the disarmed 
owners. The example of Mr. Ford was fol
lowed by several other Magistrates.

Convie- A  principal part of Mr. Code’s property, then 
Mr. Greer m  ^le ï)aiîds of weavers in the district of Lur- 
fordeny- gan, was destroyed by the rioters cutting the 
tice.JUS webs in the looms, and the yarn on the beams. 

Mr. Coile applied to Mr. Greer for redress, and 
he refused to take examinations, or grant war
rants against any of the persons concerned in • 
these outrages, who, notwithstanding, had been 
sworn against by four persons besides the pro
secutor. Mr. Greer was prosecuted at the Ar
magh, assizes by Mr. Coile, and found guilty 
upon four counts, and sentenced to six months 
imprispnment, and to pay a fine of 00. He 
was of course strucken out of the Commission 
of the Peace, and committed to Newgate. But 
Mr. Greer was a staunch supporter of the Pro - 
testant ascendancy. His tine was reduced to

sixpence*



sixpence. Lord Clare restored liiin to the Com
mission ot the Peace ; and lie was not dispossessed 
ol the ollice ol Inspector General of Ulster, 
under the Linen Board.

Mr. Coile, whose sufferings for his religion, Compi- 

and his persecuted countrymen were unpara- rat-v 
lolled, wasprc vented from bringing several other Mr.Coile. 

of the corrupt Magistrates of Armagh to justice 
by a conspiracy against his life, upon a false 
charge ol high treason, l i e  was warned by  his 
friends so secure safety by flight, for that enough 
had been sworn against him to take away the 
lives of an hundred men. Conscious innocence 
scorned to shun trial, and he instantly applied 
to Mr. lirowulow, a neighbouring Magistrate, 
to summon the parties before him, in order to  
confront them, and prevent the wicked attempt.
Mr. Brownlow, with difficulty, granted the 
warrant for a distant day; and, in the inter
mediate time, took the information of some per

jured misc reants, who had conspired against the 
life of Mr. Coile, and, in conjunction with Mr.
Obins, committed him to the county gaol, upon 
the following extravagantly false charge, of 
being a reputed Papist, distributing a large quan
tity ol ball cartridges amongst a number of 
Papists, lor the purpose of destroying the Pro
testants, and also at the same time swearing a

F i>Lj -  person

27
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person to be one of his soldiers, to assist in over
throwing the King, Government, and all M a
gistrates.

Conspira- The Rev. Mr. Mansell, the evangelizer of 
tract''and Portadown, before whom the examinations of 
own their t h e  conspirators were sworn, induced such of 
Cl nie' them as were or had been Catholics, to read 

their recantation before they were examined.* 
Mr. Coile was confined above eight months in 
prison, vainly entreating and urging to be put 
upon his trial. Four of the conspirators against 
his life, touched with remorse, deposed, in the 
mean time, before different magistrates, that 
they had been suborned to swear falsely against 
him. Some of them added, that they had been 
compelled by twelve men, whom they named in 
their affidavits, to swear false oaths against him, 
and others, that they had been rewarded for 
having done so with clothes and money.

How Mr. Mr. Coile was enlarged without trial, after an 
prevented imprisonment of eight months. W ishing to pro- 
f'rom pro- secute the rest of the conspirators, he was pre-
other ma- vented from doing it by the judge, because his
gistrates own
and what
justice * The following is a copy of  a certificate given to one
done to j ames Murray on this occasion : “ James Murray o f  Dery-  
Orange it he3nacame before me this (lay, and renounced the errors

( uènts. “  of  the Church o f  R o p e ,  and embraced the Protestant faith 
“ as b y  law established.”  G e o rg e  Manseli . .  Drvm t J(in> 

13, 1796.”



own trial was still hanging over him, whenever 
it might be expedient few’ the Crown to bring it 
forward. This management of justice bespeaks 
the spirit of those, by whom it was administered. 
A t the spring assizes, in 1796, more than 100 
of these exterminating Orangemen were commut
ed for trial : and although by the judges’ order 
thcp rosecutors and witnesses were escorted, for 
security, on the high roads by patroles of dra
goons, many of them were waylaid, maimed 
and murdered. Others were intimidated from 
attending to give evidence, as the juries were 
from convietihg. Notwithstanding these ob
structions to justice, eleven of the banditti were 
found guilty, of whom one only was executed, 
l i e  was a Protestant dissenter. It was the ordi
nary and open conversation of these convicts, 
who were remanded to prison, that if they con
sidered their lives in danger, they would discover 
the names of their employers in the nefarious 
business. A t the solicitation of the magistrates 
they were respited from time to time, and at last 
pardoned, and let loose upon the public to re
commence their work of extermination. Mr. Coile, 
irom having prosecuted Mr. Greer to conviction, 
became a marked victim to the resentment of the 
Orangemen. H e was waylaid, and narrowly 
escaped with his life. Persecution followed him  
to Dublin, where his sufferings will be traced 
in the sequel, not for the sake of the persecuted,

individual,

29



30

Mischief  
ot Orang- 
i<m kept  
from the 
public.

individual, but for the purpose o f exhibiting to 
the nation the spirit and principles of the perse
cutors. *

1 he exterminating system was carried on 
with such alacrity in Armagh, that the passive 
objects of the persecution were intimidated into 
silence. Moderate and liberal Protestants wished 
to suppress the enormities perpetrated by their 
brethren in faith, under pretence of supporting 
the Protestant ascendancy, and the ferocious in
struments of the outrages were prevented by 
their more bloody instigators from recording them 
to posterity. Thus, unfortunately, has. the pub
lic been left in ignorance of the atrocities,! by

which

* Through their influence with the head of the Linen 
Board, this gentleman, who had hitherto been accommodated 
like others, in that branch of trade, with the usual advanta
ges of the Hall, was, in an unprecedented manner, deprived 
of rooms in it for the sale of his goods : he was obliged for 
that purpose to purchase a house in the neighbouring street, 
in which he had scarcely been settled, when forty-eight wo
men and children, and four troopers were billetted upon him 
for ten weeks and four days. The further grievances of this 
persecuted individual will be noticed, as they occur in the 
chronological order of the ensuing sheets; as they are all to 
be traced to the inexpiable offence of having resisted and pu
nished some of the most prominent zealots of the Orange 
Institution.

t  Dr. Sheridan, the patriotic and enlightened author of the 
Î nbiasscd Irishman, (3d. edition by Coyne, Dublin, 1808.)

in
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which the Orange spirit was brought into action, 
embrued in Irish blood, and  extended through the 
Country ; sometimes preserved, at others foster
ed by the hand of power, never put down, and 
to this hour permitted to exist in defiance of the 
laws of the land, in violation of the constitution, 
and contravention of the A ct of Settlement. No  
wonder, that the hands, which secretly directed 
those inhuman deeds, should be operative in 
keeping them from the eye of the public. N o  
regular history is to be found of that recent per
secution, though so many of the persecuted and 
persecutors still live to vouch for the truth of the 
facts.

With
in his introduction to the third edition o f his admirable review 
of Dr, Woodward's Present State o f  the Church o f  Ireland, oc
casioned by a recent renewal of that famous publication of the 
Bishop, (p. 20.) has observed, '* that the Catholics have been 
"  unpardonably deficient in the use they have made of the 
•* freedom ot the press. Their shameful indifference with 
" regard to their persecuted brethren in the County o f Ar- 
" magh, will not tell in their favour with an enlightened 
u  posterity.,> And p. 25, he remarks of Mr. Coile, that, 
ft having thus narrowly escaped with his life from this wicked 
“ conspiracy, and suffered a loss of his entire property, this 
a  gentleman had still spirit enough left to look for redress, 
“ and was so fortunate as to be able to expose the system ef- 
“ fectually to the nation.” He adds, however, this satisfac
tory information, viz. That "  a few days since, (viz. in 1808} 
u  the unhappy magistrate deputed a respectable friend to 
u  wait on the gentleman he had persecuted, praying forgive - 
“  ness, and declaring, at the same time, that he had been set 
u on to that bad act by men high in power.”



Alarming 
progress 
of Orang- 
ism.

With such rapidity did the atrocious fanati
cism of the Orangemen spread through the 
County of Armagh, that in three months from 
their inauguration on the 21st of September, the 
very magistrates, who had hitherto countenanced 
them, were appalled at the consequences of their 
own concurrence and connivance. On the 21st 
of February, 1796, Mr. Grattan, in debating 
the four resolutions of the Attorney General, for 
quieting the disturbances of the country, which 
neither mentioned nor referred to the County of 
Armagh, thus spoke.* “ This horrid persecution, 
“ this abominable barbarity, and this general ex- 
“ termination has been acknowledged by the 
iC magistrates, who found the evil had proceeded 
“ to so shameful an excess, that it had at length 
“ obliged them to cry out against it. On the 28th 
“ of December thirty of the magistrates came to 
cc the following resolution, which was evidence 
<c o f the designs of the insurgents, and of their 
6< success. Resolved, that it appears to this 
“ meeting, that the County o f Armagh is at 
“ this moment in the state o f uncommon disorder ; 
<c that the Roman Catholic inhabitants are griev- 
“  ously oppressed by lawless persons unkowny 
“ who attack and plunder their houses by night, 
“ and threaten them ivith instant destruction, 
Ci unless they abandon immediately tlicir lands 
“ and habitations

That
* 16 ParL Deb.



That was the first of six resolutions proposed Evidence

l>v Lord Gosford, whilst governor of the county\ of lt|e Ar*
* . . .  c magh mu-

to a general meeting of magistrates, for the pur- gistrates 

pose, as the third of those resolutions expresses, ^ inst 
of slopping the progress o f  the persecution nozv Orange-  

carrying on by an ungovernable mob against the men’ 
Roman Catholic inhabitants o f  this county. That 
noble Lord spoke a written address to the Speech of

r  ' Lord G os-
meeting, in which he told them, that he was as ford.

true a Protestant as any in the room, and that 
from holding the situation he did in the county, 
he was called upon, and would declare his 
sentiments without fear and without disguise.
That meeting of the whole body of the magis
tracy of the County of Armagh was convened 
on the 28th of December, 1795., by his Lord
ship, for the special purpose of concerting mea
sures the most likely to check the enormities, that 
had brought disgrace upon the County, and 
wTould soon reduce it to the deepest distress.
His Lordship’s words to them on that occasion, 
are the most unimpeachable evidence, that can 
be resorted to of the nature, spirit and extent of 
Orangism at that time, which comprized only 
the first quarterly return of the success of that 
exterminating society. “ It is,” said his Lord
ship, “ no secret, that a persecution, accompa- 

nied with all the circumstances of ferocious 
“ cruelty, which have in all ages distinguished 
“  that calamity, is now raging in this County.

F Neither
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tc Neither age nor sex, nor even acknowledged 
innocence, as to any guilt in the late disturb- 

u ances, is sufficient to excite mercv or afford 
“ protection. 'Í lie only crime, which the wretch- 
“ ed objects of this ruthless persecution are 
“ charged with, is a crime indeed of easy proof : 
“ I t  issimply a profession o f the Roman Catholic 
“fa ith ,  or an intimate connection with a person 
14 professing that faith. A lawless banditti have 
“ constituted themselves judges of this new spe- 
“ cies of delinquency, and the sentence they 

have denounced is equally concise and terrible ! 
“ It is nothing less, than a confiscation of all 
“ property, and au immediate banishment. It 
“ would be extremely painful, and surely unneces- 
“ sary to detail the horrors, that attend the exe- 
“ cution oi so rude and tremendous a proscrip- 
“  tion. A  prescription, that certainly exceeds, in 
“ the comparative number of those it consigns 
“ to ruin and misery, every example, that an- 
“ cient and modern history can supply : for
“ where have we heard, or in what story of hu- 
“ man cruelties have we read of more than half 
“ the inhabitants of a populous country deprived 
“ at one blow of the means, as well as of the fruits 
“ of their industry, and driven, in the midst of 
“ an inclement season, to seek a shelter for them- 
“ selves and their helpless families, where chance 
“ may guide them. This is no exaggerated pic- 
“ ture of the horrid scenes now acting in this

“ country.



country. Yet surely it is sufficient to awaken 
“ sentiments of indignation and compassion in 
“ the coldest bosoms. These horrors are now 
“ acting with impunity. The spirit of impartial 
“ justice (without which law is nothing better 
“ than an instrument of tyranny) has for a time 
“ disappeared in the county, and the supineness 
“ of the magistracy of Armagh is become a 
“ common topic of conversation in every corner 
“ of the kingdom.” I lis  Lordship most evi
dently addressed the Armagh magistracy, under 
a conscious sense of their feelings and conduct 
being then pre-occupied by a power and in
fluence different from, and superior to his own.
What else could have induced him to add, 
iC conscious of m y sincerity in this public de- 
<( claration, which I do not make unadvisedly,
<c but as the result of mature deliberation, I defy 
cc the paltry insinuations, that malice or party spi- 
<c rit may suggest. I know m y own heart, and I 
<c should despise myself, if, under any intimida- 
“ tion, I could close my eves against such scenes,%/ « o
“ as present themselves on every side, or my ears 

against the complaints of a persecuted people.”

Such marked reprobation of the conduct of How Ld. 

the Orangemen from a nobleman of the respected ^ppoînt- 
character aud peculiar situation of the late Lord ed gover- 

Gosford, is an object of interesting observation. Armagtu 
In the summer of 1791, whilst the political His up-

i? o  ~ riçb t spi-F c2 pew er
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power of Ireland was left in the hands of the 
monopolizing managers of Lord Westmoreland’s 
administration, they took deep offence at the 
Earl oi Charlemont’s partiality for the Protestant 
dissenters, and in order to thwart or disgust that 
noble Earl, they appointed Lord Gosford joint 
governor with him of the County of Armagh. 
Lord Charlemont’s ancestors had, from the reign 
ol Elizabeth, uninterruptedly enjoyed the go
vernment of that county. Considering this joint 
appointment of a co-governor as an insult and 
an offence, his Lordship resigned. Lord Gosford 
was, of course, considered a government man : 
but his.honour and integrity were unassailable. 
H is manly opposition to the wicked and danger
ous system, which he well knew to be fostered 
by the ruling power o f the state, gave heinous 
offence at the Castle, which several of their un
derlings and dependants scrupled not openly to 
express. In the debate upon the Attorney Ge
nerali resolutions, Mr. Archdall, an habitual 
supporter of government, boasted of his habits of 
intimacy with Lord Gosford, and scrupled not 
to denounce his Lordship’s address most incau
tious, and such as on reflection he would not 
approve of.* H e recommended therefpre the

conduct

* About eight years after this address had been made, the 
author had the honor of a very long conversation upon 
the subject with the late Lord Gosford, in w’hich his Lordship



conduct of that nobleman, rather than his publi
cation, as an object o f imitation. In the course of 
the same year, as Mr. Coile was urging the A t
torney General to redress his sufferings, he refer
red to Lord Gosford’s address, in order to prove 
the injustice, which had prevailed in the country; 
when he was rebuked by that law officer, who 
warmly panegyrized the government for their con
duct in Armagh, and severely censured the noble 
Viscount for having made himself much too busy,
(he was Lord Lieutenant and principal conserva
tor of the peace of the county.) Mr. Cooke also, 
in several conferences with Mr. Coile, presumed, 
in the like official tone of the Castle, to arraign 
that respected nobleman’s conduct as extra-offi
cious and unwarrantable.

A t that time the spirit of the government was Legisla- 

plainly read in the acts of the legislature. The tive acts 
historian cannot, however, safely extract from ^ ays au- 

them evidence of the facts, upon which they are ‘hentic 
supposed to have been engrafted.* The Attorney forTisto-  

General brought forward his four resolutions, and T- 
the two bills founded upon them, as the mouth 
piece of the government : and lest there should

go

explicitly confirmed all the sentiments expressed in that ad
dress ; but added, that he probablv should have done better by  
making it much stronger ; and that Mr. Archdall was unau
thorized to make that representation to the Commons.

* At Law, facts recited in an act of parliament prove them
selves.
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g ) down to posterity any authentic trace of the 
outrages of their protected exterminators, he 
cautiously kept out oi' the resolutions, and out 
ot the acts, the very name ot the County ol 
Armagh,* though at that time labouring under 
more turbulence and outrage, than any other part 
ot Ireland. I hese resolutions and bills were ex
pressly introduced for the purpose of giving ex
traordinary powers to the magistrate to put down 
extraordinary turbulency in the country ; yet 
would it be impossible for the future historian to 
collect from the record of those acts of parlia
ment, the slightest evidence of the county of 
Armagh having been at that time disturbed by 
an exterminating banditti, who drove the whole 
Catholic population ot the county from their 
homes, merely because they professed the Roman 
Catholic Religion.

The de- The debate in the House of Commons upon
bates in , . . 1
Partia- P a s s in g  ot those biLs is the chief historical

,the sourceonly his-
toncal * Notwithstanding this studied caution to keep the name
source of , °  r
informa- °* Armagh, and any specinc reference to those Protestant
tion. outrages out of the acts, yet it is evident, that as far as the 

indemnity of the magistrates went, the legislators had their 
eyes anxiously rivetted to the whole persecution of Armagh, 
up to that hour. They meant not to leave the Armagh ma
gistracy uncovered, even for a moment. The indemnity 
was made to operate inclusively from the 1st day of July, 1795, 
that notorious day, on which Mr. Mansell so successfully 
opened his extraordiuary mission at Portadown.



source o f information for the truth o f the Ar
magh persecution. The suppression o f the very 
nature o f the Orange delinquency by the Attor
ney General, spoke a language too clear to be 
misunderstood by any man o f impartiality. The 
protecting tenderness for this Prætorian guard 
o f  the P rotestant ascendancy went to complete 
impunity. Mr. George Ponsonby, in urging the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Grattan, said, that 

the enormities, which the governor o f  that 
county had declared, exceeded any, that ever 
disgraced any countiy, were such as the ex- 

“ isting laws were not calculated fully to reach : 
they were o f that kind, that a fair and im
partial Government should be glad to catch 
at every opportunity to prevent. I f  Admi
nistration were sincere in wishing to protect 
the unfortunate sufferer in that countv, as%* *

“ they were to punish offenders in other parts. 
“ they would not hesitate for one moment to 
“ adopt the amendment.”

S9

<<

<(

ii
<<

i i

That amendment was to make it obligatory (not Nature of 
leaving it optional, as the bill did) on the county P10P°dsed 
to pay the countryman, whether labourer ormanu- ment to 
facturer, full compensation for his damages and the A*tor
1 ’ 1 • r  n e v  G elosses to his person, family, or dwelling, suffered neral’* 
in consequence o f violent mobs. Mr. Grattan b,11‘ 
observed, that if  the compensation were left op
tional to the grand jury, nothing would be done.

T h a t
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That the grand jury would readily present for 
damages suffered by magistrates or witnesses ; 
but they probably would not, in the county o f  
Armagh particularly, give any adequate, or in
deed any satisfaction for the losses sustained by 
the Catholic weaver or peasant; and therefore 
it was not enough, that grand juries should have 
the power ; it was indispensable to impose the 
obligation. Government trifled with the north
ern weaver, when it sent him for satisfaction to 
a grand jury composed o f those very magistrates, 
whose supineness or partiality or bigotry had 
been the cause of his losses and his emigration. 
The bill, as framed, contained no remedy for 
such a case. In the different preambles the 
grievance was not set forth : in the various pro
visions no remedy was comprehended. The bill 
proposed to give extra powers to magistrates ; 
this might be very effectual, as to certain parts 
o f  the country : but what was the grievance of 
Armagh ? That the magistrates had not used 
the ordinary powers, and in some cases had 
abused those powers in such a manner, that the 
subject had not been protected, and the rioter 
had been encouraged. Without such an obli
gatory clause the bill was not faithful to its own 
principle. Unless amended, it would be a bill 
of partial coercion and partial redress: it pu
nished (as it stood) disturbance in one part o f  
the kingdom: it compromised disturbances in

another ;



another; it protected the magistrates, and left 
exposed the poor o f the North. It says, if  you 
murder a Magistrate, you shall pay his represen
tatives : but if you drive away whole droves o f  
weavers in Armagh, you shall pay nothing, ex^ 
cept those persons please, by whose fault they 
have been driven a wav, and scattered over the1/ '
face o f the earth. Without such amendment 
the bill would give no redress to the sufferers in 
Armagh. It was contended by ministers, that 
the existing law sufficed to repress the disturbs 
ances in Armagh. It certainly did to a certain 
extent punish the offences committed there: it 
equally punished the offcnces committed else» 
where. But it was unfounded to say, that the 
existing law punished those offences in sucli a 
summary manner, as was necessary to restrain 
them in Armagh, The bill did not look at their 
case.

In debating the Insurrection Bill,* Sir Lau, Outrage-
rence Parsons grievously lamented the d isco n -ouscon‘

4 i i  ̂ -i . ductofthetent, which it must necessarily create in the Orange

county o f  Armagh, by enabling the Magistrate 
to send out of the kingdom any man he might Armagh, 

think guilty. “ In that county it had been fre- 
“ quently proved on oath, that several Magis- 
“ trates refused to take the examinations o f  the

G “  injured

* Vid. Parliamentary Debates o f  these times.
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" injured Catholics. By some of tliose Magis- 
“ trates, they had been most cruelly persecuted :
“ others would hear them only out of the win- 
"  dow, and some actually turned them from the 
“ dodrs with threats. I f  such men were to be 
“ entrusted with a power o f transporting men 
“ at pleasure, what was there to be expected,
“ but the most gross and flagrant violation of 
“ justice.” In the same debate, Colonel (now  
General) Craddock assured the House, that he 
had lately been sent down to that part o f the 
country with the most decided instructions from 
Government to act with equal* justice to all 
offenders. He had been assisted by General 
Nugent, and such was the nature o f  the dis
turbance, that after repeated consideration, they 
could see no possible way, in which the troops 
could be employed: he therefore recommended 
lus recall in letters to Government, as he thought 
he could be o f no use. l ie  admitted, that the 
conduct of the Protestants, called Peep o f D ay  
Boys (then calling themselves Orangemen), in 
the county o f Armagh, was at that time most 
atrocious, and that their barbarous practices 
must certainly be put down,

With

* This marked redundancy in the orders of Government 
bespeaks doubt, consciousness, or charge that equal and im
partial justice had not been previously administered in those 
parts. The order would otherwise have been an insult to the 

officer, who received it,
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With this evidence before their eyes, the insurgen-
House o f  Commons passed the bills without the '3' aad .r  Inuemni-
amendment, which was proposed for the sole ty Bills 

purpose o f meeting the case of the Orange in- Passed- 
surgency in Armagh ; and without any provi
sion o f  remedy, or even reference to that evil ; 
and with discretionary powers o f transportation 
vested in those very Magistrates, whom the go
vernor o f  the county had charged to their faces 
with having permitted unprecedented horrors to 
be committed with impunity, and made their 
own supineness the common topic o f  conversa
tion in every corner o f the kingdom. Thus the 
unparalelled outrages o f  the Orangemen within 
the first three months o f  their institution are his
torically verified : and the record o f  Parliament 
proves the sympathetic tenderness o f  Govern
ment in screening them from the operation o f  
laws, which the Attorney General, on the 28th 
of January, l/£)6, in his place in the Commons 
avowed, was (however reluctant to his feelings) 
a bloody penal code.

The Session o f that Parliament, in which the Partiali- 

bills for putting down insurgency and irtdemni- ^  tor
c  • , w  . , , r Oratio-e-
tying the Magistrates, who had exceeded the men and

law in their endeavours to keep the peace were ^ieir tr*“ 
l i i i  umpli.

passed, closed on the 15th o f  April, 1796, when
his Excellency warmly commended the vigorous
measures they had adopted for the suppression

g o f
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of insurrection and outrage, and the wise pro
visions they had made for preventing the exten
sion o f similar offences. The popular feeling 
out o f Parliament was not regulated by that of 
the majority within it. Amaze and indignation 
were general, that the crimes o f the Defenders, 
then 011 the wane, should be visited, with that 
new and unheard o f severity, whilst the atrocities 
o f the Orangemen, then raging with encreas- 
ing fury, were so tenderly protected from its 
rigor. This impression upon the public mind 
was faithfully represented by Mr. Grattan in the 
House of Commons, when that new bloody code, 
as the Attorney General called it, was debated.* 
“ It had been said by the mover o f the resolu- 
“ tions, that o f  the Defenders multitudes had 
“ been hanged, multitudes had been put to 
“ death on the field, and though suppressed, 
“  they were not extinguished. But with regard 
“ to the outrages o f  the Orange Boys, he would 
“  make no such boast. On the contrary, they 
“ had met with impunity, and success and tri- 
“ umph. They had triumphed over the law, 
“ they had triumphed over the Magistrates, and 
“ they had triumphed over the people. There 
“ persecution, rebellion, inquisition, murder, 
“ robbery, devastation and extermination had 
“ been entirely victorious.”

So

* Parliamentary Debates, ubi supra.



So much had been said in Parliament uncon- Address
I» I

tradicted about the outrageous persecution o f  
Armagh, and so generally did the public believe, J u r y  of 

as the fact was, that about 7000 Catholics had 
been exterminated by the Orange faction, which latory. 

was certainly in most instances unchecked by the 
Magistrates, and claimed in all to be supported 
by Government, that their sympathizing protec
tion found it prudent to attempt to soften the 
public indignation, and send forth some public 
document to counteract the effects o f Lord Gos- 
ford’s address to the magistracy o f that county.
At the Lent Assizes, the Sheriff, Governor, and 
Grand Jury o f the county o f Armagh, published 
an address to the Lord Lieutenant, and two re
solutions o f a peculiar nature. They thanked 
his Excellency for his readiness to afford military 
aid 011 occasion o f the disturbances, that in 
some places had unfortunately prevailed. They 
then regretted the late disturbances ; and as the 
Gravel J u r y  of the county had alxvays discharged 
their du ty  with rigorous and im partial ju stice , 
so they would continue their exertions to punish 
offenders o f  every denomination, and would la
ment the necessity o f  adopting the rigor o f  the 
Acts o f the late Session o f Parliament. Their 
first resolution was to tliank the Sheriff for his 
very proper conduct : the second to thank the

his very able speech : for 
tht candor and unwearied exertions, with which

lie
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Govern
ment 
finds the 
Orange
men use
ful.

he conducted the prosecutions, and his readiness 
to communicate on every occasion with the 
grand jury. N o thanks were voted to the go
vernor, nor did the address specify or refer to any 
one of the appropriate outrages of the County of 
Armagh, religious dissensions, conflagrations, 
papering, racking, devastation, depopulation or 
extermination. Their assurances to his Excel
lency, that they would, in future, exercise im
partial justice upon offenders of every denomina
tion, was rather unseasonable, when they had 
actually then exterminated the whole Catholic 
population oi the county. The flimsy delusion 
pf this self adulatory address was seen through 
and contemned.

A  system * of sworn secrecy and state mystery 
is only to be developed by piecemeal, from ac

cumulative
# The mischief of a system may be illustrated by  hypo

thesis, as strongly as by facts. Be it then supposed (against 
the fact) that a cabinet secret had transpired through cabinet 
oaths of secrecy. Credit might then be given to current r e 
ports, which now must be disbelieved, because they could not 
have been divulged, that Lord Camden had been advised in 
council to ensure the tranquillization of Ireland by  one of 
three measures. 1st. B y granting complete emancipation to 
the Catholics. 2dly. By re-enacting the old penal laws. 3dly. 
By exterminating them from the face of the country. That 
his Excellency wras by his instructions compelled to reject the 
first : that he personally loathed the second : that he revolted 
at the third, as an impossibility. Not so: said the most ac

tive



Cumulative circumstances, that lead to a conclu
sion of moral certainty The society of Orange

men

tive member of that cabinet. I  cubage to furnish 30,000 
men armed and eager to atchieve the work. Was it for such 
a purpose that Orangemen were found so eminently useful ? 
If' their conduct entitled them to so much merit at the end of 
the first six months, to what pretensions will not their subse
quent merits of full fourteen years give claim ? Whoever 
looks at their conduct through all that intermediate space of 
time will trace an identity of spirit and action at the open
ing and closing of the period. Mr. Curran has appropriate
ly said, (Speech in Hcvey v. Sirr) “ When you endeavour 
4t to convey an idea of a great number of barbarians prac- 
“ tising a great variety of cruelties upon an incalculable 
** multitude of sufferers, nothing defined or specific finds its 

way to the heart, nor is any sentiment excited, save that 
" .o f  a general erratic unappropriated commiseration.” In 
1795 there lived in the county of Armagh a M r. James Ver
rier, by profession an attorney, by trade a magistrate* and 
by commission a parliament-mau, nominated by Lord North
land for the borough of Dungannon, He then was, as hq 
still continues to be prominently conspicuous for depressing 
and persecuting the Catholics. His uncle, who was also an 
attorney, had by professional and other means realized a 
very considerable landed estate in those parts, which he had 
devised to a younger son of M r. Janies Verner, then an in 
fant. Amongst other exploits o f this purple Orangeman, he 
eviscerated the estate of his own son, by ruining and exter
minating ninety six Catholic families, who were tenants upon 
it. Mr. James Verner’s corps of yeomanry displayed their 
zeal and prowess on their way to church on a Sunday, by fir
ing amongst a congregation of Catholics, whilst attending the 

of their own religion, jwounding several, and some mor-
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men had not subsisted six full months, when the 
Attorney General’s bloody penal code was under 
discussion. They were then unknown out of 
Armagh, and were known in it only by their 
deeds of blood, waste and extermination. There, 
however, a leading magistrate of that county, 
from the ministerial side of the house, roundly 
affirmed, that the conduct of the Orangemen 
had been eminently useful. The assertion was 
neither contradicted nor qualified from the trea
sury bench. They were thenceforth taken into

the

tally, and on their return from church on the same day, raz
ing to the ground the Catholic chapel, which had been only 
four years erected within a quarter of a mile of the parish 
church of Tartarahan. The demolition was performed in 
the presence of Mr. Obery the magistrate, whose two suns 
were actively employed in it, and converted the principal 
timber into looms for their own use. These two young  
Messrs. Obery were in the habits of selling written protec
tions to such Catholics, as could pay weekly prices for them ; 
and after their cash was exhausted, they took the price of  
their protections in yarn. Upon the failure of that, they 
withheld them, and left the impoverished weavers to the ge
neral fate of their exterminated brethren. In 1806, Con
stantine O’Neil, a Catholic hatter, was burnt out of his house 
and shot at by a set of Orangemen, headed, as he charged, 
by two of the young Messrs. Verner, and under the protec
tion of Mr. James Verner. The clerk of the assistant bar
rister, before whom O’Neil had been advisedby a magistrate 
of a neighbouring county to la y  his depositions, turned him 
out of doors with threats, for applying to him to take exami
nations against his particular friends Messrs. Verner. (See 
Wilson’s Correspondence, 5th Edit p. \ \ t and throughout.)
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the pupillary embraces of Government, and ac
quired influence, strength and permanency.
Could a more dangerous engine fall into the 
hands of bad ministers ?

The grand policy of government was then, as Bad ef- 

it still is, to resist the Catholic claims, and de- iects °*7 govern-
press the friends of parliamentary reform. It was ment’s 

fearfully alarmed at the extension of a spirit o f ^ ° ^ g" 
liberality and union amongst Irishmen of different Orange- 

religious persuasions. With a view to counter- men* 
act the effects of such Union, recourse was 
had to the old and fatal principle of division, 
for which no fitter instruments could be found, 
than a society of merciless fanatics excluding the 
bulk of the population of their country as ene
mies, thirsting for their blood, and sworn to ex
terminate them, as far as in them lay. Would 
it be a rash, though harsh conclusion, that from 
complacency in the outrages o f the Armagh 
persecution, government took to their embraces 
the associated perpetrators of its horrors ? Cer
tainly, upon the actual exermination of the Ca
tholic population from part of that county,* go-

H vernment

* Where falsehood and misrepresentation are resorted to 
by government, the practice cannot be too broadly exposed.
Wise policy never leans on untruth. It has been the 
art of those, who stimulated and fostered the Armagh perse

cution
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vernment anxiously propagated them throughout 
the realm, and promoted the formation of new 
lodges with its power and influence. Is it in 
nature, to lay this eager adoption of the Orange
men to any other views, than those of enlarging 
the field of actÍQn for keeping up division in the 
people, inflaming religious discord, and turning 
the public mind from the pursuit of constitution
al objects r Had not this been the result of their 
conduct in Armagh ? I  hese wicked projects in 
great part defeated their own ends, by encourag
ing and extending the cause of internal Union. 
It was avowed by the three chiefs * of the 
United Irishmen, at a time and under circum
stances, which precluded the temptation to de
ceive, that, “ to the Armagh persecution was 

the union of Irishmen most exceedingly in- 
“ debted.” They give the reason in detail, and

then

eutions, to reduce the numbers of the victims far below the 
reality. A list of them was made out by the late Mr. Stuart 
of Acton, and the Kev. Mr. Stuart of Armagh. The total 
of the exterminated individuals exceeded 7000. T ha t black 
monument of Orange atrocity ought to be found in the Castle 
of Dublin. The^person, who delivered it to Mr. Cooke, to 
be deposited there, assured the author, that he well knew 
the country so depopulated, which covered an extent oF 
thirteen miles by eleven, had examined the list, and had 
every reason to give full credit to its accuracy.

* Messrs. O’Connor, Emmett, and M ’Nevin— their m e
moir.
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then add: “ We solemnly aver, that whenever 
“ the Orange system was introduced, particular

ly in Catholic counties, it was uniformly ob- 
" served, that the numbers of United Irishmen 
“ increased most astonishingly. The alarm,
“  which an Orange lodge excited amongst the 

Catholics, made them look for refuge, by 
“ joining together in the United system : and as 
“ their number was always greater, than that of 
“ bigotted Protestants, our harvest was tenfold.
“ At the same time that we mention this circum- 
“ stance, we must confess, and most deeply re- 
“ gret, that it excited a mutual acrimony, and 
“  vindictive spirit, which was peculiarly oppo- 
“ site to the interest, and abhorrent to the feel- 
“ ings of the United Irishmen.”

The great encrease of the Orange Institution Original 

took place in the year 1796. Since that time ob|»ga- 
it has been invariably countenanced by govern- G rande

ment. Fitting then it is, that the Orangemen men' 
should be made known by their fruits.* Secrecy

H 2 has

* It may not be here improper to notice, that this intro- 
ductory disquisition is not intended to be a regular history of 
the Orange societies, since their institution up to the present 
hour: but its object, is to prove, that these unconstitutional, 
and most dangerous societies have, from their cradle, been 
used as the mischievous engines for thwarting the wishes, and 
counteracting the peace and prosperity of Ireland : and con
sequently, that their existence is incompatible with the se

curity
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has ever been the soul of Orangism. And con
sidering the nature of the obligation, which it

appears

curity and integrity of the British empire. It would be irre
gular in this introduction to anticipate the detail of what will 
form a part of the history we have in hand. In order, how
ever, to keep the reader’s mind alive and attentive to the si' 
niilarity, or rather identity of the latter and first fruits of 
Orangism, we generally refer to, without detailing the extra
ordinary facts contained in Mr. Wilson’s Correspondence and 
Narrative, published in 1806 and 1808, by Mr. King, of 
Westmoreland street, Dublin, the former of which has gone 
through five editions and the latter two. Be it not forgotten, 
that this gentleman is a Protestant, that he has been a mem
ber of thç British Parliament, was an intimate friend of Lord 
Eldon, has family connections with the Duke of Richmond, 
and was a magistrate for the county of Tyrone. They terri
bly verify all, and more than was said by Lord Gosford, Mr. 
Grattan, Mr. Curran, and other patriotic witnesses to truth 
in their country’s cause. It it impossible to read them 
without a bleeding heart for the personal sufferings of the 
writer, without sympathy for the poor outlawed and perse
cuted Catholics, without indignation at the tyrannical usurp
ation of the Orangemen, and without disdainful horror of 
their abettors. They demonstrate the fostering sympathies of 
government with the Orangemen, and the most abandoned 
co-operation of the arm of power in feats of outrage. Mr, 
Wilson has been immolated for resisting Orange barbarity : 
but the suckling would see, that he has spoken nothing but 
the truth. Had he slipt into the shallowest rut of falsity, 
the arm of legal rigour would long since have reached the 
man, who had publicly dared to charge government with 
oppression, three chancellors with dissimulation and in
justice, a peer with falsehood, nine out of ten brother ma
gistrates with corruption and tyranny, and Orange juries and 
witnesses with malicious and habitual perjury. Magna est vtri- 
tas èç pravalebit•
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appears from strong evidence, the original 
Orangemen first entered into, no wonder they 
enveloped their mysteries in darkness, and often 
prevented disclosure by blood. The frequency 
and combination of systematic circumstances at 
distant times and places, give strength to conjec
ture and report. This species of circumstantial 
and combined evidence is however offered only 
as auxiliary to that, which it is the duty of  
the historian to submit, and leave to the judg
ment of his reader.* It has been asserted by

well

* In matters acrimoniously contested by adverse parties, 
the bare assertion of either party will not settle the point at is
sue. But there are circumstances, under which the conces
sions of one party, rather bearing against than in iavour of 
the conceding party, approach nearly to conclusion. Messrs. 
O'Connor, Emmet and M ’Nevin declare in their memoir, in 
disclosing the purport of the most important meeting of 
the Irish union, at the middle of the year 1796, that

thev considered themselves bound to give an account 
u of it with the utmost frankness, and more than ordinary 
" precision.” The following part o f their report is too inte
resting to be suppressed. “ The provocation of the year 
“ 1794-, the recall of Lord Fitzwilllam, and the reassump- 
u  tion of coercive measures that followed it, were strongly 
“ dwelled on. The county of Armagh had been long deso- 
“ lated by contending factions, agreeing only in one thing: 
“ an opinion, that most of the active magistrates in that 
“ country treated one party with the most fostering kindness, 
“ and the other with the most rigorous persecution. It was 
" stated, that so marked a partiality exasperated the suffer-
* ers and those, who sympathized in their misfortunes. It

was



well informed (though anonymous) authors, that 
the original obligation, or oath of Orangemen 
was to the following effect : I ,  A . B. do szccar, 
that I  will be true to king and government ; and 
that I  will exterminate the Catholics o f Ireland, 
as f a r  as in my power lies. The frequency and 
earnestness, with which the latter part of the oath 
has been acted upon by Orangemen, has render
ed the charge of taking it too credible. It has, 
however, been denied and disclaimed by several 
individuals of the Orange party. Unless Lord 
Clare and the Secret Committee, which acted 
under his direction had either distinctly known, 
or had good grounds for believing, that the oath 
of extermination had been usually taken by the 
Orangemen, they would have hardly questioned 
Air. O ’Connor in 1798, whether government had 
anything to do with their oath of extermination ?

Had

“ was urged with indignation, that notwithstanding the 
“ greatness of the military establishment in Ireland, and 
“ its having been able to suppress the Defenders in various 
“ counties, it was not able, or was not employed to suppress 
“ those outrages in that county, which drove 70G0 persons 
ts from their native dwellings. The magistrates, who took 

no steps against the Orangemen, were said to have over- 
“ leaped the boundaries of the law to pursue and punish the 
“ Defenders. The Government seemed to take upon them- 
“  selves these injuries by the indemnity act, and even ho- 
“ noured the violator : and by the insurrection act, which 
“ enabled the same magistrates if they chose, under colour 
“ o f law, to act anew the same abominations.”



Ilad that Committee doubted of the fact, they 
would have asked Mr. O ’Connor, whether the 
Orangemen had ever administered such an oath ?
The more so, as it could not have been unknown 
to the Committee, that Mr. O ’Connor had in 
the preceding year either written, or received the 
credit of writing a pamphlet entitled The present 
state o f  Ireland, in which that form of the Orange 
oath o f extermination was given as authentic.

The Orangemen had done their work in Ar- Ineffici- 

magh too much to the satisfaction o f  their rulers 
to be disbanded, reduced, or put upon half-pay. magh. 
Some sort o f varnish was to be laid over the 
atrocity o f  their deeds, and an Act o f Parlia
ment was passed for the relief o f the injured 
Catholics o f  Armagh. As it left the redress to 
the discretion of the Grand Jury, composed 
chiefly o f the very magistrates* who had in
jured them, it gave, as was to be expected, but 
little satisfaction to the country. Division and

exter-

* Some time after this period Mr. Greer, who had been 
convicted, and suffered six months imprisonment for corrup
tion and perjury in his office as Justice o f the Peace in favour
ing the Orangemen against the Catholics, was the acting S e 
cretary of the Grand Jury at the Armagh assizes. On that 
occasion he told one Blacker a principal sufferer, who applied 
to him to have his petition sent up, that he was too much con-
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extermination were objects too near the hearts 
o f the protecting friends o f the Orangemen, not 
to retain them in their service, as Ions: as they' o  *
kept those objects in view. As the Orangemen 
moved out o f  Armagh, they not only carried 
with them their native spirit, which had been so 
powerfully destructive in the county, that gave 
it birth, but they were every where preceded by 
a glowing pillar o f encouragement and remune
ration. Objects o f their persecution encreased, 
as they extended their progress : and the chief
difficulty o f  their task-masters has ever since %/
been, to check their lust for outrage, lest it 
might force into action the physical power o f  
their enemies, and invert the system of exter
mination.

Firmness Mr. Coile has been already spoken of, as the
C o i l e h i  onty Catholic o f Armagh, who had the firmness
demand- to resist and make a stand at law against thedes-
in gre- pemte depredations o f the banditti. He did it 
dress, and . . . .
bringing with intrepidity and perseverance, in defiance of
the form consl}iracies> Perj ury> anc' dagger o f the as- 
of the sassin. To him is it owing, that the secret
Orange- o a t ^  01 obligation o f the Orangemen came to 
men. light. When he had providentially escaped se

veral attempts upon his life in Armagh, he set
tled himself in Dublin, where he presented a pe- 
titiqn, setting forth all his sufferings to the Lord 
Lieutenant. His Excellency referred it to Mr.

Pelham
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Pelham (now Earl o f Chichester), his Secretary : 
and he referred it tó Mr. Cooke, an Under-Se
cretary, who was generally the ostensible organ 
o f  the ruling-men in power, through which the 
operationsof the Orangemen were generally direct
ed and managed. He was, in the current phrase, 
a faithful servant o f  the Castlef. Mr. Coile was

i admitted

f  This Mr. Cooke is no Irishman, though much confided 
in at that time by Mr. Jîeresford and Mr. Foster, and used by  
Lord Clare as a serviceable tool for all his projects. He was 
the writer or procurer of many anonymous pamphlets, which, 
it was the policy ot the party to publish from time to time, to 
promote either internal division or external union. The con
fidence, lucrative situations, and active employment o f this 
gentleman, under the abettors o f that party up to the present 
hour, are the historical proofs of their sense of his utility and 
merit. The sense, which other persons o f high respectability 
entertained of them was rather different. W hen Lord Fitz- 
william commenced liis short administration in Ireland, he was 
about to remove Mr. Beresford from office; o f which measure, 
so fatal to the triumvirate, he gives the following account in his 
letter tu Lord Carlisle. “ On my arrival here, 1 found all 
“ those apprehensions of his dangerous power, which Mr. 
" Pitt admits I had often represented to him, were fully justi- 
" fied; when he was filling a situation greater, than that o f  
“ the Lord Lieutenant ; and when I clearly saw', that if  I had 
“ connected m yself with him, it would have been connecting 

my sell with a person under universal heavy suspicions, and 
“ subjecting my government to all the opprobrium and un

popularity attendant upon his mal-administration. W hat 
was then to be m y choice ; what the decision I had to 

«' form? I could not hesitate a moment. I decided at once 
" not to cloud the dawn o f my administration, by leaving iu

fr such
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admitted to several interviews with Mr. Cooke, 
at some ot which the Attorney General assisted. 
Mr. Cooke affected to express astonishment and 
indignation at the information he then received 
of the Orangemen’s oath o f extermination. lie  
was assured, that he had it in his power to as
certain the fact, by examining on oath one Ber
nard Cush, o f the 5th Dragoons, then quartered 
at Carlow, who had been induced, with others, 
to conspire against Mr. Coile’s life : but who, 
touched with remorse, had disclosed the whole 
matter to a magistrate. He was sent for by G o
vernment, and in the presence o f Mr. Cooke, 
deposed upon oath, as he had before the country 
magistrate, not only, that such was the form o f  
the Orangeman’s oath, which was tendered to 
him, and which he refused to swear, but which 
five others concerned in the conspiracy had actu
ally subscribed to in his presence. Mr. Cooke,

after

*  such power and authority so much imputed malversation."
Lord Fitzwilliam began his government by removing two 
clerks from office, placed in a situation ot* confidence, but 
perfectly subordinate, and of no ostensibility. Neither hi» 
Excellency, nor his chief Secretary, with whom they were 
in hourly intercourse, felt inclined to repose confidence in 
them. One of these was Mr* Cooke, o f whom his Lordship 
thus writes to Lord Carlisle. Mr. Cooke indeed, whose 
“ tone and style rendered his approach to a superior not to be 
“  supported, rejects my proposals in his favor, and thiuks a 
° retreat upon 1 2 0 0 1 . a year an inadequate recommence lor 

the magnitude and importance of his services.**



after having taken the depositions o f  Cush, 
pledged himself to Mr. Coile, that Government 
would immediately have the conspirators appre
hended and prosecuted, indemnify him for all 
his losses, and reward him moreover for his very 
proper conduct in the whole of the affair. The 
conspirators were not apprehended : Mr. Coile’s 
losses were not made good to him ; he was not 
rewarded ; but continued to be an object o f  per
secution as much at Dublin, as he had been in 
Armagh. When at another time he remonstra
ted with Mr. Cooke upon the impropriety o f  
Government having discharged Trimble, the 
notorious murderer o f  several Catholics in Ar
magh, Mr. Cooke declared, that Government 
had been greatly imposed upon by the m agis
trates o f  A rm agh; that Trimble was then on 
board a transport off Cork, and Mr. Under
secretary pledged his honor, that he should be 
brought on shore and punished. It ended in 
promise'.

It is incumbent upon us to throw all the day- Furlher 
light we can collect upon the mysterious secrecv Pro°f3 °f 
of Orangism. We rarely conceal what we blush oflxter- 
not to reveal. It will rest in the breast o f  the mination. 
impartial reader what w eight lie gives to Mr.
O Connor’s answer to the Secret Comm ittee o f  
the Commons, on the 16th o f  August, 171)8, 
when the following presumptive interrogatorv

1 2 put

5í)
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T est i m Of? 
ny  o f  Mjr* 
O ’Cpn- 
nor.

Further
evidence

was put to him j as it is reported in Mr. O'Cou- 
noi's and his associates Memoir.*

“ Comihittec. Government had nothing to\ O
“ do with the Orange system, nor their exter- 
“ minatioi>î”

“ O'Connor. You, my Lord Castlereagh,
“ from the station you fill, must be sensible,
“ that the Executive o f any country has it in
• ‘ its power to collect a vast mass o f  infonna- 
“ tion ; and you must know from the secret nar 
“ ture and the ze^l o f the Union, that its Exe- 
“ cutive mqst have the most minute information 
“ o f every Act o f the Irish Government. As 
“ one o f the Executive, it came to my know- 
“ ledge, that considerable sums o f  money were 
“ expended throughout the nation, in endea- 
“ vouring to extend the Orange system, and 
“ tha t the oath o f  exterm ination was admiuis- 
“ tered. ^Vhpn these facts are coupled, not 
“ only with general impunity, which has beep 
“ uniformly extended towards the acts o f this 
ts infernal association, but the marked encou- 
il ragement its members have received from
• ‘ Government, I find it impossible to exculpate 
“ the Government from being the paren t and 
Éí- protector o f  these sworn extirpators

Were the object o f our present research, to 
' ascertain the vise, progress, and feats o f a fac

tion
' v Mem. 55. published by P. Robinson, London,, 1802.
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tion ov society, (however useful or mischievous 
to the country) that existed no more, much de
tail o f evidence might be spared : much obser
vation avoided; many inferences suppressed. 
Hut the Society o f Orangemen still subsists in 
the lustful- enjqyment o f  its primeval spirit: it 
is rendered less objectionable by more plausible 
and ambiguous tests, and is strengthened by 
new rules and regulations artfully adapted to 
fascinate the vulgar into a blind obedience to theCD
most sanguinary commands. Fas est §  ab kostc 
dcccri.—  When Mr, O'Cqnnoy was examined by 
the Secret Committee, lie declared, that the 
Union saw with sorrow, that the cruelties practis
ed by the Irish Government had raised a dreadful 
spirit of revenge in the hearts o f the people.; and 
that they saw with horror,, that to answer their 
immediate views, the Irish Government had re
newed their old religious feuds. “ Hut,” said 
lie, ‘‘ those, who had monopolized the whole 

political power o f  the Constitution, finding, 
“ that they stood in need o f  some o f  the popu- 
“ lation, and from their monopoly, so directly 
“ opposite to the interest o f all classes of the 
“ Irish nation, they ço.ujd not hope for the supr 
“ port o f  any (be their religion what it m ight) 
“ on the score o f  politics, except those in the 
u  pay o f Government. Finding how necessary 
•f it was to have some part o f  the population on 

their side, they had recourse to the old religi- * » * a 
I : v> “ Oüà
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ous feuds, and set an organization of Protes
tants, whose fanaticism would not permit 
them to see they were enlisted under the ban- 
ners o f  religion, to fight for political usurpa
tion, which they abhorred.”

Impunity Whatever fnay be asserted by the Orangemen
êctiorTofanc  ̂ ^}eiT Stators, o f  their own impartiality, 

Orange- and of that o f  Government, certain it is, that 
notwithstanding the duration and extent o f the 
outrages committed during the preceding 12 
months by the Orangemen in Armagh, and the 
adjoining counties, no statute proclamation or 
resolution o f a public body either specified or 
punished their offences : no perpetrator o f the 
peculiar crimes o f  papering, racking and exter
minating had been punished : not a single Ma-

* gistrate had been stricken out o f  the commission,
(except Mr. Greer, who was restored to it) al
though numbers o f  them vrcre* known to have

connived

9 In debating upon the Liberty of the Press in the House 
of Commons, in J79S, Mr. Vandeleur spoke o f the Orangq- 
men of Armagh in this extraordinary manner :— u  He was 

astonished, they should be still countenanced and supported 
by Ministers, though the first Law Officer o f the Crown 

•' held their excesses, and the conduct of those Magistrates, 
,r who countenanced them so much in hatred, that he de- 
°  clared, could he have found other men o f  sufficient loy-
• * alty in the county to fill their places, he would have re-
V moved every one of tfcpm from thç M fy^tracy.”  W ill

posterity
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connived at ami encouraged those outrages : and 
several o f  them were rewarded with commands 
in the Yeomanry Corps, and otherwise favoured 
by Government.

It is not to be imagined, that the atrocious Orang- 
spirit o f  Orangism confined itself merely to the b|jreaasto 
county o f Armagh. It met with too much cn- the neigh-

J °  , boim ng ,
conragement elsewhere from persons, whose in- c0unlie4.
fluence might, as it ought, to have repressed its 
progress. In the adjoining counties o f  Tyrone,
Antrim, and D ow n the Catholics were hunted 
from tlueir dwellings, their chapels razed or 
burnt, and their property was plundered or de
stroyed with impunity. Two brothers, indus
trious tenants o f  Lord Hertford, Catholics, 
by name Ikangan, were burnt with their whole 
family, consisting o f  eight persons, and the 
house and furniture, whilst -the savage Orange
men encircled the flames to prevent escape.
Lord Hertford was then in Lisburne. Instant 
investigation and exemplary rigor were threat
ened. N o punishment ensued. It is to be la
mented, that the Orange system was so zea
lously encouraged from the pulpit. The Rev\

S. Cupples,

posterity credit, that the mau, who in opeu Senate, dared to 
avow those sentiments, was the person, who restored Mr.
(ireer to the Counnis.siou of ih,e peace, aá'tcr his convic
tion ?



S. Cupples, o f Lisburue, and Philip Johnson,*
oi Derriaghjj* were prominently zealous in

evan-

# Beauties of the Press. Lond. Ed. 1S00. 357. It is welt 
known, that the Press newspaper was not put down for pub
lishing falsehood, but too strong truths.

That letter to the Rev. Philip Johnson from a Presbyte
rian of Castlereagh contains several instances of the Der- 
riaghy Orangemen outraging Presbyterians and others for 
befriending the persecuted Catholics. Amongst the cle
rical evangel izers of Orangism at that time stood conspicu
ously forward the Rev. Dr. Cleland, Rector of Newton 
Ardes. He had been private tutor to Lord Castlereagh, and 
was brought up a Presbyterian. Promises of promotion are 
said to have worked powerfully towards his conversion. He 
never stood very high in theological learning : insomuch that 
he procured the Rev. Dr. Dickson a Dissenting Minister to write 
for him the thesis, upon which he w as ordained by the Bishop 
of Dromore. He now lives in Armagh, and about 1804-, 
was inducted into the valuable living o f Killevy, the tithes of 
which he has contrived to raise from 5001. to 15001. per an
num. l ie  has been known at one Session at Market-hiil to 
have had above 1 0 0  processes against his parishioners. He is 
considered to have contributed not lightly to*hat soreness and 
discontent, which produced the following recent resolution. 
u  W e, the Grand Jury o f the county of Armagh, assembled 
“  at Lent Assizes, 180S, see with much concern the exorbi- 
4t tant demands made by some of the clergy and their proc- 
“ tors in certain parishes in this county in collecting of tithe, 
“  to the very great oppression of their parishioners, and tend- 
“  ing at this time in particular to detach the minds of his Ma- 
“  jesty’s subjects from their loyalty and attachment to the 
“  happy constitution o f this country. Resolved, That our 
“ representatives be instructed to further with their decided
* support any measure, that may be brought forward in the

Imperial



65

evangelizing the new code. Deputations were 
sent from Armagh, to inoculate the new lodges 
with the genuine matter: and the eruption was 
exuberant. Besides encouraging his Orange pa
rishioners in their orgies, this latter reverend 
gentleman attacked the house of Mr. James 
Cochran, a Scotch Presbyterian, a mail o f  most 
respectable character and exemplary industry, at 
the unguarded hour o f two o’clock in the aborn
ing, and hurried him to Carrickfergds goal, 
where he languished 12 months, without even 
the remotest appearance o f crime, merely be
cause he ju d g ed  him a fr ie n d  to the Catholics.

Much misrepresentation has been industriously Wh s0
set afloat concerning the Orangemen o f the many
North. It was the wish o f the party, that the r ián í^
Presbyterians should be considered as forward in Orange- 

, i T-k men.promoting that institution, as the Protestants 
o f  the Established Church. Sir Richard M us- 
grave says, (p. 1 9 4 ) “ that in the counties o f  
“ Fermanagh, Tyrone, Derry, and Arm agh  
“ there were 14,000 Yeomen, and most o f  them  
“ Orangemen : and much to the honour o f the 
“ Presbyterians three-fourths o f  them were o f  
“ that order. In Tyrone there were about 5000

k  “  Yeomen*

“ Imperial Parliament for modifying and placing in some 
“ more equitable mode the payment of the clergy in th.s 
“  county/'

Signed by 23 Grand Jurymen,



66

“ Yeomen, the majority o f  whom were Presby- 
“ terians, and there were about 4,200 Orange*
“ men among them.” lie  has greatly exagge
rated the proportionate number o f Presbyterian 
Orangemen. It is unquestionable, that the Pres
byterians generally abhorred the principles of  
the Orangemen : but it is also certain, that 
many o f them were sworn into their societies.
They were however chiefly of the lower orders, 
who depended for their subsistence upon their 
landlords. Several persons of great landed in
terest in those parts insisted upon their Protes
tant tenants and labourers becoming Yeomen and/ o
Orangemen. Such were the Marquis o f Hert
ford, Marquis o f Abercorn, Lord Northland, the 
Karl o f Londonderry, Mr. Cope, Messrs. Brown- 
low and Richardson, members for the county 
o f  Armagh, and other possessors o f great landed 
estates in Ulster. It is remarkable, that the 
parish o f Carmoney, in the county o f Antrim, 
near Belfast, is inhabited by above 15,000 Pres
byterians not immediately under such coutroul, 
and not an Orangeman was ever known amongst 
them. Few, if  any Presbyterians of independ
ence entered their societies. When the Catho
lics were first expelled from Armagh, many of 
them fled for protection and support to Belfast, 
where the Presbyterians made a stock-purse, and 
by weekly allowances, in proportion to the num
bers o f the exterminated families, supported them

till *



till they could procure work or settlement. •, 
Many o f  them were enabled to pass over to 
Scotland, and were encouraged to settle in the 
neighbourhood o f  Glasgow and Paiscly. This 
was the beginning o f  that colony o f  Irish in that 
pait o f  Scotland, which at this time is com
puted to amount nearly to 20,000. The thriv
ing state o f  the manufactures in the west o f  
Scotland ensured constant employ to the indus
trious, and the oppression and persecution at 
home have caused an unceasing emigration of  
useful hands from Ireland to Scotland.

I

When in the Autumn o f  1796, Mr. Pelham Mr> Pel. 
had boasted in Parliament, that Government ham's 
since the last Session had been exculpated by the di°e vigi- 
Magistrates o f  Armagh, and that every effort lance of 
was making there to restore that order, which ment"' 
was approaching every day; Mr. Grattan not 
ineptly replied, that the persecution had been 
complained o f  for years, and the application 
o f  the remedy was spoken o f  only as from 
the last Session. l ie  further added, that “ the 
“ audacity o f  the mob arose from a confidence 
“ in the connivance o f Government. Under 
“ an administration sent thither to defeat a Ca- 
“ tholic bill, a Protestant mob very naturally 
“ conceived itself a part o f  the State, and exer- 
“ cised the power o f  life and death and trans- 
“ portation and murder and rape with triumph;

k 2 “ and
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“ and with the seeming sympathy with the 
“ Court religion, the Magistrates retired from 
a the scene of action.” As a General Election 
was then approaching, an invitation was sent 
from the City o f Armagh, (Sir Richard Mus- 
grave says,* it belonged to the P rim ate) to 
Mr. Pelham and Dr. Duigenan to offer them
selves candidates for that City in the ensu- 
in P arliam en t : a circumstance, which riveted 
in the minds o f the mass o f the people the firmest 
conviction, that the impunity o f those fanatic 
exterminators of Armagh was the immediate ef
fect o f their favor at the source o f civil and ec
clesiastical power.

Scarcely

f  Sir Richard Musgraye, in his Strictures upon the Histo
rical Review (p. 153.) has gravely said, “ Dr. Duigenan was,
“ I believe, an avowed friend to the Orangemen, as was 
“  every loyal man in Ireland.” Par nobile fratrum  ! “ W ill 
“ any man, who knows Dr. Duigenan, suppose him capable 

of supporting or favouring a Society sworn to exterminate 
i( all the Catholics of Ireland.” In the same page, that sa
pient panegyrist of Orangemen and of Dr. Patrick Duigenan, 
assures his readers, " that outrages were committed by the 
if lower orders of Orangemen I do not deny, hut they were 

excesses of mistaken zeal, or retaliation upon the rebel 
“ party, for which, after the rebellion was put doivn, ( risum 
tl tencatis) the perpetrators were prosecuted by Government* 
if and many of them were convicted and punished.” Was 
the malign imbecility even of Sir Richard Musgrave to be in
formed, that Lord Cornwallis was deputed by Mr. Pitt to 
check, as Lord Cambden had been to stimulate the ferocity of 
the Orangemen, for one and the same purpose— Legislative 
Union ?

I



Searedv liad the Orangemen been brought O range- 

into organization, than they were taken into the ^  
pay o f Government. Although the exility o f  vern- 

their first wages did not satisfy their expecta- menu 
tions, yet it was an earnest o f  encreasing emolu
ment, and an unequivocal test of the highest 
approbation. N o wonder* then, that the Orange
men persisted so long in their habits of outrage, 
and »o confidently identified themselves with  
Government. In the Spring o f 1796, a large 
number o f delegates from the Orangemen met 
in the town o f  Armagh, and entered into several 
resolutions, which they published in print. One 
o f  them purported to be a recommendation to 
the gentlemen o f  fortune to open a subscription, 
declaring, that the two guineas p er  man allowed

them

* In the Spring of 1796, three Orangemen voluntarily 
made oath before a magistrate of Down and Armagh, that the 
Orangemen frequently met in Committees, amongst whom  
were some Members of Parliament, who gave them m oney, 
and promised they should not suffer for any act they might 
commit, and pledged themselves, they should be provided lor 
under the auspices of Government. This Magistrate wrote 
to the Secretary of State, enquiring o f him, how he should 
act in those critical times : that hitherto he had preserved 
peace on his large estate, but wished to know, how he should 
act in future : that if  it were necessary for the preservation of 
the present system for him to connive at or encourage the 
Orangemen in their depredations, he said, as am an, he knew  
his duty : if it were not necessary, he hoped the Magistrates 
of the coymty at large would be made responsible, and be com
pelled to act against these depredators.
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them by Government, was not sufficient to par- 
chase clothes and accoutrements. In the ensuing 
Autumn, Government found an opportunity o f  
providing tor these Orangemen in the armed 
corps o f  Yeomanry, which they then greatly 
encouraged. The Orangemen greedily enlisted ; 
and thus was government enabled to arm, and 
keep in pay these sworn Orangemen for all their 
oiiginal purposes, without being open to the un- 
gtacious charge ot hiring and maintaining a body 
ot sworn exterminators.

men ea- ^ ie ea"er enlistment of the Orangemen in

teT then" theSe CO' PS’ ÍS an evideutial link to combi-
Yeoman- Ilation o f  engrafting P ro testan t ascendancy,
and Wh' UpOU religious disunion- and Catholic depres- 

J sion. l lie  Catholics not being generally ad
mitted into the Yeomanry corps, resented the 
rejection as an invidious distinction, tending to 
question their loyalty and sincerity in their 
country’s cause. They applied to Mr. Pelham 
for leave to raise a Catholic corps o f Yeomanry ; 
they were told, that they might enter into the 
corps then raising by their Protestant country
men. I he shyness and reluctance experienced 
by the few, who first offered their services, de
terred others from coming forward. The seve
ral Yeomanry corps (except that o f the Law
yers) having been thus composed o f the most 
active and prominent members o f  the Society o f

Orange-
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Orangemen, it would be redundant to attempt a 
detail o f  the spirit and principles o f  their ac
tion. In them had Government concentrated 
the physical force o f the Society of Orangemen : 
and from them, as they were then constituted, 
did it look to an exuberant harvest o f  pliancy to 
all its various projects, from internal disuniou 
to external union. In lieu o f secretly hiring 
a self-constituted band o f depredators, they now- 
had in regular pay and command, the same in
struments of their designs, under the advantage 
of being armed, trained and disciplined, and 
bearing the honorable distinction of the patriotic
Defenders o f  their country. The ascendancy

i/

party greedily adopted the arming o f  that part 
o f  the population, 011 whose co-operation in 
their own views they could implicitly rely; and 
as determinately resisted its extension, because 
no other armed bodies could be raised without 
resorting to the great body of the people, which 
it was the system to keep unarmed and depressed. 
The persons then exercising the plenary powers 
o f the State feared, lest arms put into the hands 
o f  others, than their own hirelings, should re
vive the spirit o f  the Irish Volunteers, who only 
laid down their arms, when their country had 
acquired a free constitution. • After the French 
had been driven off Bantry by adverse winds, 
Sir Laurence Parsons moved an augmentation o f

the
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the Yeorfianry corps to 50,000* men: but was 
strenuously opposed by Mr. Pelham, Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, and Mr. Beresford, who spoke jro m  
authority , alleging, that it would be a most 
mischievous and dangerous measure. In fact, 
all the Orangemen capable o f service, having 
enlisted in some o f the Yeomany corps, the

party

*  Sir Richard Musgrave, in his Strictures, (p. 165) says, 
From the report of the Secret Committee of the Irish House, 
in 1797, that the first estimate laid before Parliament for 
20,000 men, was tilled up immediately. In the course of 
six months, above 37,000 were arrayed, and during the re
bellion, the Yeomanry far exceeded 50,000, and might have 
been encreased to a much greater extent. His correctness as 
to numbers, cannot always be relied upon. In his same work, 
(p. 168) finding fault with the author of the Historical Re
view , for having asserted, that “ little reliance was to be 
u  placed on the oflicial accounts of the killed, wounded, and 
•f missing in the several engagements and rencountres,” he 
assures his readers, upon the authority of the office of the 
Adjutant General, as he says, that the whole of the troops of 
the line and militia, who were killed, or who died during the 
year 179S, amounted only to 1366 men. In these he may 
not have reckoned the Ancient Britons, whose losses alone 
would have amounted to the greater part of that dwindled re
turn. Certain however it is, that such anxiety was there in 
the Government to keep their losses from the knowledge of the 
public, that a reward was given of 61. to any military person, 
who should prove to his commanding officer, that a fellow- 
soldier had published or acknowledged before any one, not of 
his own corps, the death of a military person killed by the 
rebels.



73

party did not chuse to put arms into the hands 
o f  others, who were not tied by the unconsti
tutional oaths o f secrecy to the support o f the 
P ro testan t ascendancy. A ll the atrocities there
fore o f the Yeomen cannot strictly be laid to 
the account o f the Orange Society, as a body ; 
for every Yeoman was not an Orangeman : by 
far the greatest part and the most mischievous 
o f  them were so, and the fostering arm o f  pro*- 
tection in their foulest deeds, was as visible to 
the Irish people in their sufferings, as was the 
monitory hand on the wail to the Babylonian 
Monarch in his revelry.

Little remarkable happened during the re- Orange 

maining part o f  the year 179 >̂, or the greater atrocitie* 
part o f  the year 1797, that called the Society o f nished. . 
Orangemen as a body into action. It would ex
ceed the scope of this Introduction to detail mi
nutely all the outrages known to have been com 
mitted in various parts by Orangemen. Even 
Sir Richard Musgrave’s audacity has not ven-o  ^
tured to assert, thêÿ had ever been repressed or 
punished by Government, until after the rebellion 
had been put down, when the perpetrators were 
prosecuted by G overnm ent, and some o f  them  
were convicted and punished . When a single in- v 
stance is submitted to the reader for illustration, 
it is not to be considered as a solitary case. The 
county o f  Westmeath, in the Winter o f 1797,

L found



found itself in a state o f greater tranquillity, 
than it had for the two preceding years. When, 
however, in the beginning o f 1798, the Orange 
system was introduced with the Yeomanry, the 
case was reversed. In the beginning o f May, 
1798 , a certain lieutenant o f Yeomanry (after
wards cashiered for various peculations), an 
Orangeman, marched his corps, and surrounded 
the house o f a farmer Duffy, in which his bro
ther, who was the parish Priest, also dwelt : he 
entered and ransacked the house, taking out o f  
it every thing valuable, particularly a sum of  
money he found in the Priest’s bureau ; and then 
set fire to it upon pretext of having discovered 
arms, by producing two poles, which farmer 
Duffy had for several years used in an eel fishery. 
This wanton act o f atrocity condensed the whole 
o f the lower orders, and worked them into a de
termination to seek their own revenge, as the law 
was shut against them. A  body o f  nearly 3000  
o f  then* entered the town o f Kilbeggan, which 
contained but a small garrison. Thirty-six o f  
them, by forming into a square, and keeping 
up a sharp and well-directed fire, cleared the 
town, and dispersed the insurgents. They were 
afterwards pursued by a troop o f the 7 th dra
goons, who had entered the town after their 
repulse, and nearly 300 o f  them were put to the 
swoid. 1 he town had been quiet for some 
hours, when six Orangemen (privates), without

orders,
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orders, set off in the afternoon, and took with 
them two lads, of the name ot Marshall, and 
inarched them some paces from their fathers 
house up to one Grcham’s, from whom they 
also brought away his two sons, who were young  
men. Then, in the presence o f their respective 
parents and families, they ordered the four to 
kneel down, and instantly murdered them in 
the most barbarous manner. The following 
day, another party o f  Orangemen, o f  the same 
description, and equally unauthorized, set out 
with a proscribed list o f  their own fabrication, 
according to each man’s private resentment 01 
humour, and calling out the wretched victims, 
shot and bayoneted seven persons of the town, 
amongst whom was the very man, who, at the 
risk o f  his life, had on the preceding day stolen 
into Kilbeggan, anil by apprizing the small gar
rison of the intended attack, had been the sa
viour o f  them all.*

L 2 The

* The times were then too turbulent to attempt legal re
dress Y et, in the Spring of the next year, 1799, an ho
norable Baronet, who had himself witnessed these atrocious 
deeds of blood, supported Marshall in a prosecution for the 
loss of his two sons. The informations and bills o f indict
ment were sent up to the Grand Jury. Several gentlemen o f  
fortune and respectability proved the facts, and an Orange 
Grand Jury ignored the bills. The same Grand Jury in like 
manner returned ignoramus to the bills against the executioners 
of the proscribed list. Thus was it, that the perpetrators o f  
Orange atrocities were convicted and punished after the rebellion 
was p u t down.
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Orange
men en- 
creased 
and
dreaded 
by the 
people.

The party, in which the political power of 
the counfry had concentered, now became more 
than ever sensible, that by the union only of 
their opponents, could they be outweighed or 
crushed. Orange Societies had been established 
in most of the principal towns of the kingdom. 
The people every where held them in abhor
rence. J hey resented the Orangemen's insult
ing proscription o f above four millions o f their 
fellow-subjects as objects o f  distrust and en
mity. '1 hey retained a lively sense o f the atro
cities of Armagh -I hey knew them sworn to 
secrecy, and were convinced o f their oath o f  
extermination. They were indignant at the ag
gravated provocation o f Government encou
raging them to assume the tone and function* 
of affording protection to the great population.

o f

* I h e  excess, to which the Orangemen pushed their lust of  
controul over the proscribed cast, exceeds credibility. They  
imperiously arrogated to themselves the divine prerogative of 
judging, and acting upon their own anticipation o f other men’s 
intentions. Sir Richard Musgrave (Strictures upon the His*- 
torical R e\iew , p. 2 2 b.) has published a string of nine reso^ 
Jutions or declarations, under the title o f Rules and Regula
tions of. the Boyne Society, commonly called Orangemen ; the 8 th 
o f which is to the following effect “ W e are individually 
“  bound to each other, not only to preserve the peace our

selves, but also to be active in preventing all others, of 
“  whatever persuasion or denomination, (who may come 

within our knowledge) that may have an intention to do, ai 
“  ill or a wrong act.3*

70 -



o f  the country, whom they swore to exclude 
from their societies, as unworthy of course to unite 
with them in their boasted loyalty. Sensible of 
this popular impression, and staunch to their 
original spirit of deceit, five of the leading mem
bers of the Orange Society put forth in all the 
newspapers in 1 / 97 , a solemn manifesto of their 
order, by way of address to the public, disclaim
ing the imputations of their enemies, and speak
ing a language of refined loyalty.

TO T H E  LOYAL SUBJECTS OF IR ELA N D .
*

From the various attempts that have been Orange- 
“  made to poison the public mind, and slander j ^ 3s a(t 

those who have had the spirit to adhere to their 
“  kins: and constitution, and to maintain the 
“ laws :

<c W e, the Protestants of Dublin, assuming the  
“  name of Orangemen, feel ourselves called upon, 
cc not to vindicate our principles, for we know 
“ that our honour and loyalty bid defiance to  

the shafts of malevolence and disaffection, but 
“  openly to disavow these principles, and de- 

clare to the world the objects o f our institu- 
cf tion.

“  W e have long observed with indignation 
“ the efforts that have been made, to foment re- 
cc bellioa in this kingdom, by the seditious, who

<c have
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“ have formed themselves into societies, under 
“ the specious names of United Irishmen. W e 
“ have seen with pain the lower orders of our 
“  fellow-subjects lorced or seduced from their al

legiance by the threats and machinations of 
“ traitors.

“  And we have viewed with horror the success- 
“ ful exertions ot miscreants to encourage a fo- 
“ reign enemy to invade this happy land, hi 
“ hopes ot rising into consequence 011 the down- 
“ fal of their country.

“  W e therefore thought it high time to rally 
“  round the constitution, and pledge ourselves to 

each other, to maintain the laws, and support 
our good king against all his enemies, whether 

“ rebels to their God or to their country, and by 
“  so doing, shew to the world, that there is- a 
•c body 01 men in tins island, who are ready, in 

the hour of danger, to stand forward in the 
“  defence of the grand Palladium o f our liberty, 
“ the constitution of Great Britain and Ireland, 
‘c obtained and established by the courage and 

loyalty of our ancestors, under the great King 
“ William.

“  Fellow-subjects, we are accused of being 
“  an institution founded on principles too shock

ing to repeat, and bound together by caths, at
which
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‘c wliich human nature would shudder; but we 
“ caution you not to be led away by such male- 
€S volent falsehoods; for we solemnly assure you  
** in the presence of Alm ighty God, that the 
“ idea of injuring any one on account of his 
“ religious opinion never entered into our hearts ! 
«  W e regard every loyal subject as our friend, 
“  be his religion what it may, we have no en-
<i mitv, only to the enemies of our country.j  :  *

“ W e further declare, that we are ready, at 
“ all times, to submit ourselves to the orders of 
“  those in authority, under his M ajesty, and 
<( that we will ehearfully undertake anv duty 
“  which they should think proper to point out 
“  for us, in case either a foreign enemy shall 
“ dare to invade our coasts, or that a domestic 
t( foe should presume to raise the standard of re- 
“ hellion in the land ; to these principles we 
“ are pledged, and in support o f  them we are 
“ ready to shed the last drop of our blood.

“  Signed by order of the several lodges, in 
“  Dublin, for selves and other masters,

“ THOMAS VERNER,
« EDWARD BALL,
“ JOHN CLAUDIUS BERESFORD, 
“ WILLIAM JAMES,
“ ISAAC DE JONCOURT.”

This
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1 í ai ns 
them no 
credit. 
Commen
ded bv 
Iniigenan 
and Pel
ham.

This specious address tended to irritate the 
great body of the people proscribed from the 
Society. They placed no reliance upon the de
clarations of those, who entered into engagements 
with one another, which were kept profoundly 
secret from all other people*. Not so their sym

pathetic

* Having felt it an historical duty to develope as much of 
the Orange system as can be verified to the public, we refer 
the reader to the 5th of their secret articles, which will be 
found hereafter, in the rules and regulations fo r  the use o f  all 
Orange Societies, viz. lie  are not to carry any inojiey, goods, or 
any thing from  any person whatsoever, except arms and ammu
nition , and those only from  an enemy. Phis article developes 
to the impartial observer more upon reflection, than at first 
meets the eve. True to their original calling, the Society of 
Orangemen, in 1 8 0 0 , in adopting that as one of their secret 
articles, incontestibly proves, that in following up the spirit 
• i  their first vocation as Peep o f  D ay Boys, they meant to 
retain the habits and characters o f robbers and plunderers. 
The idea of carrying away money, goods or any thing, ex
cept arms and ammunition, and that only from an enemy, 
could only have arisen in the minds of those, who from ac
tual or intended practice had enjoyed or proposed to acquire 
the opportunity of assaulting the persons, or breaking into 
the houses of such persons as possessed those things, which 
were or were not to be carried away. But who is the enemy, 
from whom this secret article obliges them to carry away 
arms and ammunition, and forbids them to carry away other 
plunder? Evidently not an open enemy, whose life, arms 
and property are the legitimate perquisites o f w ar. If a secret 
enem y, his person might indeed be liable to be seized, upon 
legal information, in order to be brought to justice, but his 
property could not be touched, till his enmity had been

proved.



pathetic friend and advocate, Dr. Duigenan. In 
a debate in the Commons in 1798, upon the li
berty oCthe press, he held this language* : “ H e  
“ was not a friend to any separation ot the people 
<c by marks or names of discrimination : but he 
“  could not help saying, that the Orangemen 
“ appeared by declarations published lately in 
“ the public papers, particularly in the Dublin 
“ Journal, to be very good and loyal subjects. 
“  Their declarations breathed nothing but loyal- 
“ ty , and a desire to protect all descriptions of 
“  persons, that should behave themselves in a 
“  neighbourly and peaceable manner, as well 
“  Catholics, as others; he wondered that any 
“  charge should be made against the Orange- 
“  men in that debate : particularly, as whatever 
“ excesses might formerly have been committed 
“  by them, and which certainly could not be 
“  justified, however they might be extenuated 
“  by the spirit o f  loyalty, fro m  zchich they sprung, 
“ were now at an end, and did not extend

M beyond

proved. The trail) is, that this secret article is nothing more 
nor less, than an avowed recognition, revival and perpetuation 
of the depredatory and persecuting system o f Armagh, car
ried on by the founders of their order in 1795, as much as 
if  it had been explicitly set forth in the following, or any 
such terms, “ W h e n e v e r  Orangemen assault a Catholic, or 
“ break into his honse, they shall not rob him of his money 
“ or goods, but only of his arms and and gunpowder.” But 
the Catholic is the enemy, and the Orangeman the judge.

* Pari. Deb. of this date.
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4< beyond the limits of a single county, and 
t€ that a small one.” Mr. Pelham, in that same 
debate, in defending the Orangemen, made an 
avowal, which falsified the boasted plea of at
tenuation urged by his friend Dr. Duigenan.
“ With respect to the Orangemen and Defen- 
tc ders, whom an honorable gentleman had in 
“ the inadvertence of debate called rebels, he 
i£ did not for his part think, that either descrip- 
cc tion of those men deserved that epithet.” It 
the Defenders were not rebels, if the Catholics 
were not rebels, how could their persecution and 
extermination spring from a spirit of loyalty ? 
It wras fairly remarked in that same debate, by 
Mr. Tighe, in reply to Dr. Duigenan’s boast, 
that the Orangemen were willing to defend the 
Catholic, as well as any other man, if he be
haved himself as- a good subject ; tc that if any 
<c particular set of men were allowed to proclaim 
4i themselves as the protectors of this or that de- 
“ scription of people, it would be a most dan- 
“ gerous precedent : if it were permitted to one 

body of men, every other would claim it.”

Comment Had the Orangemen been ever so sincere’in 
Orancre address to the public, yet a body of men so
address, constituted, as upon the face of their justifica

tive instrument they profess themselves to be, 
must essentially be productive of irremediable 
evil in a State. As a very small portion of the

population



population professing the religion of the State, 
claiming the confidence and support of Govern
ment, and vaunting exclusive loyalty, they as
sume the lofty tone of protecting their fellow- 
subjects, whom they proscribe, (of course as 
enemies) from associating with them in the laud
able purpose of defending their good K ing  against 
all his enemiesy zvhethcr rebels to their God , or to 
their country. Every loyal subject is by prin
ciple and disposition at the command of his So
vereign for these purposes. An instrument ot 
dissimulation never speaks the plaiu truth. As
sociations to combine against the K ing’s ene
mies, in a well ordered State, are mischievous and 
dangerous, in proportion to the paucity of the 
associators. Where all, who feel and avow' their 
duty associate, they are useless, and let dowTn 
the paramount duty of allegiance. Close and 
proscriptive associations essentially create discon
tent, jealousy, or enmity in every excluded indi
vidual. Where co-operation in the work of loy
alty is rejected, protection becomes insult : and 
short are the intervals between insult, provoca
tion, and resentment. The fellow-subject, who 
offers his protection to .000 neighbours, some su
perior, some equal, some inferior to himself, can 
never command the confidence of those, whom  
his legitimate or usurped powrer proscribes and 
degrades.

8 3
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Further
comment.

Tolera
tion of 
King 
W illiam.

The fanatical cant of associating to repel and
O  I

punish rebels to God is indignantly to be repro
bated. It is an impious usurpation of the high 
prerogative of the Deity to judge the conscience 
of man, which is only penetrable to the all scru
tinizing eye. A  man may be a rebel to his 
King: he may be an enemy to his country. 
The Orangeman in depopulating the county of 
Armagh, was an enemy to his country, not 
strictly by that act a rebel to his King. Whe
ther he were a rebel to his God in burning out 
and exterminating the Catholic, merely because 
he worshipped God in his own manner, is not 
for human tribunal to decide. But law and com
mon sense refute the buffoonery of Dr. Duige- 
nan, that such acts of atrocity can spring from 
loyalty.

. It was a discovery reserved for this illuminated 
Society of exterminators, that the British con
stitution was obtained under King William. 
That he was called over to England to support 
that constitution, and that it was preserved by 
conquest in Ireland is true, and devoutly is it 
wished, that W illiam’s principles of toleration 
(he was a Presbyterian) were imitated by those, 
who disgrace his name by their savage intole
rance.* The five leading Orangemen* who came

forth
* Fitting it is, that the ostentatious supporters of the Pro

testant ascendancy, in honor and commemoration of William of
Orange,
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forth 011 this occasion with all the pomp of .pro
mise, could little expect credit for their profes
sions. The only public deeds, by which their 
Society, as.a body, w a s  then known to the pub
lic, were its feats in the county of Armagh. 
Now it is an obvious, and indeed unavoidable 
aj^peal to every man cognizant ot them, how far 
the Society of Orangemen, (being but an exten
sion of the Society of Peep o f  D ay Boys) could 
in the year 179 7  truly assert, that “ the idea of 
“  injuring any one on account of his religious 
“  opinions never entered into our hearts : we 
“ regard every loyal subject as our friend, be his 
“  religion what it may : we have no enmity, but 
“  to the enemies of our country.” It will be 
more than difficult to verify these assertions, 
when brought to bear upon the persecutions ot

Armagh.

Orange should know, that after that Monarch had taken the 
same coronation oath, as has ever since been taken by all his 
successors, he offered to the Duke of Tyrconnelt, in order to 
induce him to surrender Limerick, the following terms for the 
Irish Catholics, v iz: — I. T he free exercise o f their religion.
2 . Half the churches o f the kingdom. 3. Half the em ploy
ments civil and military, if  they pleased. 4. The moiety 
o f their ancient properties. These proposals he offered to get 
sanctioned by an English act of parliament. (Vide my His
tory of Ireland, 2 vol. p. 12.) There also may be seen 
many traits and proofs of the natural tolerancy ot \ \  illiam s 
disposition, which pointedly contradicts the wicked principles 
and sanguinary spirit, with which the Orangemen have en 
deavoured to tarnish his memory and disgrace his najne.
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Armagh. It must he further observed, that these 
guarantees ot all the Orange lodges in Dublin go 
no further, than to answer for those, who had 
been initiated into the Society, after the atroci
ties ot Armagh had been perpetrated.

The ad- However artfully and strongly this Oramre 
dress de- * i . _ , °  J °
nies not address may have been worked up to delude the
the oath popular mind, and throw a varnish over the five 
otexter- T r
m i n a t i o n .  leacling Urangemen, which would not cover their 

original founders, yet it cannot elude the slightest 
observation, that the address contains no denial, 
that the oath of extermination had been taken 
by the original members of the institution. The 
advertisers for themselves and fellow-masters, 
(their subsequent conduct will shew how sin
cerely) undertake only to answer for the work
ings of their own hearts, not for those of the 
original framers of the Society or o f the Institu
tion at large. To defend the King against his 
enemies is a straight forward duty well known 
to every loyal subject. N o specific association 
or obligation can strengthen it. To question a 
man’s earnestness in performance of that duty is 
an actionable offence. W hat can more deeply 
wTound the feelings of a loyal people, than the 
monopolizing boast of some favoured minions, 
that they, exclusively of the great population, 
are ready to resist the external and internal ene
mies o f the country ? But could every other

difficult v %
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difficulty be cleared away, yet would not the 
waters of the Atlantic wash out that damned spot 
of their sworn secrecy*. It impudently bids de

fiance

* The Orangemen have to lament the folly or misfortune 
of having had their cause advocated by Sir Richard Mu^grave, 
a wholesale dealer in falsity and fiction. By way ot blunting 
the edge of just indignation at the nature of the rules and 
regulations of the Orange Societies, which he f o r e s a w  might 
in the process of time come to light, even through the dark 
veil of their secret oath, and of imposing upon the public in 
the mean while, their zealous defender has given in his 
Strictures (p. 225.) seven resolutions, which he says were fa
bricated by the enemies of the Orangemen, for the purpose 
of exciting in the breasts of the lower class ol Catholics the 
most malignant and vindictive passions. One should have 
imagined, that the sagacious Baronet had, in 1801*, when he 
published his Strictures, (which, by  the bye, were never 
fairly entered) been long enough in the Customs to have 
learnt, how much better for use genuine than counterfeit
commodities were.

1. Resolved unanimously, that each and every member be 
furnished with a case of horse pistols and a sword : also, that 
every member shall have 12 rounds ot ball cartridges.

2. Resolved, that every man shall be ready at a moment’s 

warning.
3. Resolved, that no member is to introduce a Papist or 

Presbyterian, Quaker or Methodist, or any persuasion but a 

'Protestant.
Resolved, that no man wear Irish manufacture, or give

employment to a Papist.
5. Resolved, that every man shall be ready at a moment s 

warning, to burn all the chapels and meeting-houses in the 
city and county of Dublin.

(5. Resolved,



fiance to common law and common equity ; da
ringly violates the letter of the Statute, and dan

gerously

0. Resolved, that any man, that will give information of 
any house he suspects to be an United Irishman’s, will get the 
sum of 51. and his name kept secret.

7. Resolved, that no member will introduce any man under 
the age of 19, or over the age of 46.

\ \  hoever attentively compares the genuine rules and regu
lations printed at the end of this introduction, with these seven 
resolutions given as fictitious, will perceive less deviation in 
them from the reality, than he will in Sir Richard Musgrave’s 
Memoirs o f  the different Irish Rebellions. Sir Richard then 
gives under false titles and dates pieces of the,Orange institu
tion, their declaration about the Union, and also a declaration 
of the Lister Orangemen, and the rules and regulations of the 
Boyne Orangemen ; and all with a view to impress the public 
with a sublime idea of the refined loyalty of their Societies; 
even to the minutiae of manners and external apparel. The 
masters of lodges are not only solemnly enjoined to be most 
particular in scrutinizing the character of every candidate for 
admission, but to discountenance, even by imposing fines, any 
imitation of the manners and dress of traitors. But Sir 
Richard’s drivelling effort to account for and justify the 
Orangemen's oath of secrecy, is too curious to be withholden 
from the reader.

( P .22S ) “ W e declare most solemnly, that we are not
“  enemies to any body of people on account of their religion, 
'* their faith, or \heir mode of worship. W e consider every 
“ loyal subject our brother, and they shall have our aid and 
“ protection. W e are exclusively a Protestant associa- 
% tarn.”

(P . 230.) “ Orangemen have no secret to conceal, ex -
“ cept the marks and tokens, by which they know one an- 
“ other. Itr times of turbulence and intestine commotion, it

<* was
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gerotisly encroaches upon the Constitution. Read 
the obligations o f  an Orarigcm'an, and answer in 
the face of the country, why this impenetrable 
veil ? Look steadfastly upon truth and loj'alty ; 
and say, will they descend to be disguised under 
any coverlid and least of all under an illegal

N and

M was necessary to have certain words and signs to discrimi-n
“ nate friends from enemies, and prevent desiíminír traitors■ O D
* from mixing amongst us. They were necessary to inspire 
“ mutual trust and confidence, by indicating similarity o f sen* 
€t timent, and they are still necessary, not only to guard against

imposition, bnt to recommend us to the attention and kind- 
" ness of brother Orangemen, wherever the institution pre- 
“  vails. To divulge these would destroy their utility, and 
“  therefore the knowledge of them is strictly and properly 
“ confined to themselves.’’ There is added a note to the fore
going passage of no slight importance, v iz .— "  The oath of
*  the Orangemen, which ivas not kept secret, was an oath of 

„ fi allegiance to the King and constitution, besides which, it
“ contained two clauses; one, that they would consider every 
“ loyal man of every religious denomination as their brother, 
“ and would protect him as such : and another, that they 
“  would not divulge the signs, by which they were known to 
"  each other."

Is it not self evident from these declarations, that the secret 
signs of the Orange Society were to entitle its members to the 
attention and kindness o f brotherhood, wherever the institu
tion prevailed. ? But the Catholics, who are proscribed from 
their Society> could not by those secret signs recommend 
themselves to such attention or kindness : consequently it was 
an insulting falsehood, that the Orangemen considered every 
loyal man o f  every religious persuasion as their brother ; unless it 
be followed up by the negative inference, that no man of the 
Catholic persuasion can be loyal.
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I n t e n s i o n  
ot Orang- 
i>m.

and unconstitutional oath of secrecy ? What 
does the black mystery aim at, but to knit toge
ther a ferocious banditti, taking with voracious 
vigilance the bloody signàl from the patrons of 
national disunion ?

It cannot be too frequently pressed upon the 
reader, that the establishment of Orangism has 
become the fatal engine, by which modern mi
nisters effectuate that division of the Irish people, 
by which they maintain a monopoly of power in 
the country under the imposing term Protest
ant ascendancy, which their predecessors more 
modestly termed English interest. When Pri
mate Boulter lamented the exposure and conse
quent failure of the corrupt English job of 
Wood's patent for a base coinage of halfpence, 
he spoke to his brother minister without disguise : 
€s The worst ot it is, that it tends to unite P ro -

testant w ith P apist : and whenever that hap- 
e6 pons, good bye to the English interest in Ire - 
u land for ever.” In order to prepare the mind 
for judging soundly of the grand catastrophe of 
disunion, it behoves us to trace as correctly as 
possible the ex 1 cut of the powers, and multiplica
tion of these engines of division, whilst the ma
nagers were getting up and rehearsing the 
bloody tragedy. In November, 1797,* " in

the

9o

* Extracts from the Tre.% Philad. 1802. p. 191.



“ the narrow vicinage of a northern village, 
“ (Lisburn) no less than fourteen societies of ij- 
“ legal associations, under the denominations ot 

Orangemen, and numbered from 138 to #54,*  
c< which proves, that so many other societies 
iC of the same kind exist, avow themselves m a 
“  public advertisement, which appeared in the 
“  Evening Post of Thursday (i. e 23 Nov. 1797) 
“ publicly addressing a Mr. Johnson as their 
“ chairman, and publishing their resolutions 
“  publicly entered into at a meeting held on ti e 
“  Sabbath-day, at the parish church of Der- 
<c riaghy,” In this same year, the seeds ot 
Orangism were profusely sown in and about 
Newry, and promised an early and plentiful 
harvest. The Ancient Britons, who were 
mostly Orangemen, and Mr. Giffard, the great 
apostle of Orangism, then a captain in the

N  2 Dublin

* As it appears by the rules and regulations of the Orange 
societies, settled in 1800, that each lodge shall have-ten offi
cers, viz. a master and deputy master, a secretary and de
puty secretary, a treasurer, and five committee men, it may 
reasonably be inferred from that number of officers, that each 
lodge consists of several score, if not some hundred mem
bers. Coupling this with a further and very obvious pre
sumption, that the number of lodges, which in N ovem ber 
1797 fell not short, but may have greatly exceeded 354, 
has since that period been considerably augmented, the 
present aggregate of that base brotherhood i» awfully for

midable.
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Dublin City militia, were quartered there ; and 
by far the greater part of the Newry cavalry and 
infantry Yeomen were also Orangemen. No won
der then, that this spot was chosen for a renewal 
of some of the Armagh scenes of extermina
tion, one of which is submitted to the reader,* 
as it has been narrated to the author, by a gen
tleman of respectability, who being out with his 
corps on that day, saw and heard the greatest 
part himself, and received the rest from the con
fession of the principal actor in that scene, 
which took place at a distance.

ancTbum- ^ ay  l?97j a Corporal's guard had been 
ings near ordered out in the afternoon to search the house 
.Newry. Gf  one Hedger at Ballyholan, who was a Presbv- 

terian, for arms; none were found. It happened 
howevei* on this as on many such occasions, that

the

* This scene was selected from amongst others, not merely 
from the possession of the most undeniable evidence (the 
author has evidence of many others, which he suppresses) o f  
the facts, but because it has always been considered to have 
mainly contributed to the rebellion, w hich took place in the 
next year, Government boasted of having made it explode. 
They forgot, that they had created the disaffection, from 
which it proceeded. It appears from Dr. M 'Nevin’s exami
nation before the secret committee of the Commons (that part 
of it, which afiècts this subject will be hereafter quoted for 
another purpose) that Mr. Corry allowed, that hou ses were 
burnt about Newry, and Lord Castlereagh boasted, that they 
had weakened the rebellion by the means taken to incike it 
explode.



the searchers made free with articles of dress or 
furniture, as their fancies suggested. Here the 
search ended in the appropriation of a silk hand
kerchief, which one of the military purloined. 
rI his produced some observation and sarcasm from 
several of the neighbouring peasants, whom cu
riosity had brought round Hedger’s dwelling dur
ing the search. There lived close by one,1 Bren
nan, a weak half-witted man, who was a private 
in theN ew ry \eom en  infantry. l i e  ran instantly 
to town, and gave out, that the party was sur
rounded and perhaps cut to picces. Immedi
ately the trumpet and bugle sounded, and the 
Ancient Britons, some of the Dublin City M i- 
litia under Captain Giffard, and several of the 
Newry Yeomanry turned out and hastened to
wards Ballyholan, without order or any special 
command. For the space of a mile or two the 
face ot the country was covered with the militarv 
moving in disorder, and acting without any other 
fixed plan, than that of general massacre and ex
termination. The Ancient Britons hewed down 
all the countrymen in coloured clothes they met. 
or overtook ; they took no prisoners. The m i
litia fired at some fugitives, but made several pri
soners, amounting in the whole to about 2o. 
The Yeomen infantry principally shewed their 
prowess by firing into the thatch of the cabins 
and setting fire to them. Upon the first appear
ance of the milita.y the most active of the pea
sants made their escape.

A party
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Sâme sub
ject conti
nued.

A party of the Ancient Britons came up to a 
cluster of houses, which they set fire to. They  
had been all abandoned except one, which con
tained an old infirm man, that was bedridden, 
attended by his daughter. She threw herself on 
her knees, and alter several refusals at last ob
tained leave from the commanding officer to per
mit her father to be carried out of the house. 
Tie had not been removed one minute before the 
roof fell in. After the bugle had sounded to rally, 
and the troops were drawn up in line near Mr. 
H ana’s Park, one o f the Ancient Britons rode 
up to Sir Watkin Williams W ynne their com
mander, and said the rebels were in the park and 
the wrood adjoining : when they received orders 
from their commander to spare no one. They  
immediately dispersed. Three of them perceiv
ing something moving in a thicket, successively 
fired into it : and one of them shot an unfortu
nate lad of about 10 years o f age through the 
left eye. He had been attending some cows on
the road, but on seeing the military had endea
voured to conceal himself from their fury in that 
thicket. He was shewn to Sir Watkin Williams
W ynne by an officer, whose humanity was 
shocked, and the commander observing, that he 
w as sorry for the mistake, ordered one of his men 
to take him up behind him, and convey him to 
the hospital.*

* His name is Fagan, and be is still liivng at N ewry.
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Another lad o f  about 14 years o f  age had Further 
been most inhumanly butchered, his head split a roclUt' 
in t\yain and nearly severed from his body. H is 
father and uncle having heard o f the misfortune 
went after his corpse, and were taken prisoners 
by the militia men under Captain Giffard. One 
J land, a revenue officer, at the risk o f his life 
went up to a gentleman o f the Yeoman cavalry, 
to whom he was known, and entreated him to 
return to the party, and inform them, that some 
o f the Ancient Britons, after having killed that 
lad, had fired into his house at his wife, who was 
far gone with child, and he was afraid that he 
should be murdered himself. He entreated to 
have the boy brought down to the road, through 
which the military were to pass, in order, that 
the commanding officer should see him, and be 
thereby induced to release the father and uncle. 
Captain Giflfard expressed high offence at the 
hoy’s corpse having been brought into sight, and 
immediately took the two men, who had brought 
it to the road, into custody. Sir W atkin W il
liams Wynne, when he was informed o f  the cir-I/ 7
cumstance, ordered the father and uncle to be 
released. Tw o Ancient Britons, one o f  them 
by name Ned Allen, hail strayed about a mile 
from the main body to a farm-house o f  Mr. R o
bert Maitland’s. Near the gate stood a boy, 
named Ryan, about six years o f  age, whom they 
ordered to open it : the child said he would,

i f
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if  they would not hurt him. Before he could 
open it, one of them struck at the child with 
his sahre over the gate, and broke his arm. They 
still insisted upon his opening it, which the 
child did with his other hand, and they rode 
through and cut up the boy with their sabres, 
and one of them made his horse (though with 
much difficulty) trample upon him. They en
tiled the house, and having taken the key o f the 
eellai, sat down to drink: in the mean time 
three of the Dublin City Militia came up to the 
house, and joined them in drinking. The An
cient Liitons gave Orange toasts: the militia 
men gave Irish toasts. They quarrelled and 
fought : one o f the militia men was killed, and 
the other two severely wounded with the sabres 
of the Ancient Britons. 'I he two Ancient Bri
tons were afterwards tried for the murder, and 
were instantly acquitted. About 30 houses were 
burnt, and 11 persons were killed. Thus closed 
this unfought day o f blood.*

W e

* Such was the vindictive animosity, which the people 
bore to the corps of Ancient liritons, that after the insur
rection had, partly by their means, been made to explode, as 
Lord Castlereagh boasted, they never came into contact 
with the rebels without being reminded of Ballyholan, an 1 

they were generally refused quarter. The corps of ancient 
Britons was the largest, that came over from England, They  
exceeded 1 0 0 0  effective men, and it is generally computed, 
that not nearly one tenth of the privates, who first came 
over, survived the contest. Deficiencies were partly supplied 

fresh recruits.

/
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W e  are arrived at that bloody tragedy o f 1798, 
which deprived his Majesty of 70,000 most use
ful subjects, whom wiser councils would have 
preserved to fight the battles of the British em
pire against its most potent enemy. Without 
attempting to reprobate or justify the policy of 
the Irish government’s pursuing a system of co
ercion and terror, be it conceded, that it did 
exist and that it caused the rebellion to break

O out

* As the policy o f these preliminary measures of extraordi
nary harshness is still fiercely contested by the opposite par
ties, it will be but fair to submit to the reader the pith of the 
adverse opinions. Sir Richard Musgrave, who was secretly 
employed, privately rebuked, and publicly rewarded for pa
negyrizing the Camden administration, after having boasted 
of the happy consequence of the great rigour and severity, 
which took place under Lord Camden’s government, (p. J6 J, 
Str.) sums up the justification of all the illegal and uncon- 
situtional acts of that period, in a quaint piece o f advice o f  
Lord Carhampton to Lord Camden, which was ia the mouth 
of every loyal man in the upper ranks of life in Ireland. 
•* M y Lord, if  you suffer them to go to war with you, and 
u you go to law with them, it does not require much 
t( sagacity to foresee the issue of the contest/* On the other 
side, the most authentic representation o f the sense generally 
entertained of those harsh measures of government will be 
collected from the principal leaders of the United Irishmen, 
who fully dislcosed their genuine sentiments upon that sub
ject to the Secret Committees of the Lords and Commons, in 
179S. On the 10th of August, Mr. Emmet, before the Se
cret Committee of the Lords, was asked by Lord Chancellor 
Clare.

Pray

Rebellion 
in  179S.
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out at Naa$ on the 23d of M ay, which termi
nated exactly four months from that day, by the

surrender

" Pray, Mr. Emmett, what caused the late insurrection }** 
Emmett. *l The free quarters, the house burnings, the 
tortures and the military executions in the counties of

"  Kildare, Carlow and W icklow.” ------p. 36.
On the 16th of August, when Mr. Arthur O’Connor was 

under examination of the Secret Committee of the Commons, 
he was questioned by them :

Committee. “  W hat is the object the people have in view
at present ?

O'Connor. “ I believe they have laid by for the instant all 
« idea of speculative politics, and think only how they shall
* annihilate the insupportable usurpation and cruelty of the 

British and Irish government, and how they shall best 
avenge the blood, which has been shed, and the tortures, 
that have been inflicted, to support a government they de- 

« test.”------ p. 56.

W hen Dr. M'Nevin was upon his examination before the 
Secret Committee of the Commons, on the 8 th of August 
1798, he was questioned more particularly :

Speaker, M r. Foster. "  Pray, Sir, what do you think
l{ occasioned the insurrection ?

3 1 'J\cvin. t( The insurrection was occasioned by the house 
burnings, the whippings to extort confessions, the torture 
of various kinds, the free quarters, and the murders com
mitted upon the people by the magistrates and the army. 
Speaker. “ This only took place since the insurrection. 
M 'h ev in . “ it is now more than twelve months (looking 
at Mr. Corrv) since those horrors were perpetrated by the 
Ancient Britons about Newry ; and long before the insur
rection they were quite common through the counties of

Kildare
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surrender of Humbert’s handful of Frenchmen 
at Ballinamuck. During that period of four 
months we are willing, that the characteristic 
traits of Orange ferocity should merge in the na
tural acrimony of an open civil war. The na-

o  2 ture,

V Kildare and Carlow, and began to be practised with very 
“  great activity in the comities o f  W icklow and Wexford. 

C ony and Latouche. “  Yes, a few houses were burned. 
Speaker. tc Would not the organization have gone on, 

“  and the union become stronger, but that the  insurrection 
“  was brought forward too soon ?

i tPN cvin .  “  The organization would have proceeded, and 
the union have acquired that strength, which arises from or- 

Jt der : Organisation would a t the same time have given a 
“ controul over the people capable of restraining their exçes- 
“  ses ; and you see scarcely an y  have been committed in 

those counties, where is wfas well established.
Lord Castlereagh. if You acknowledge the union would 

have been stronger, but fo r  the ?ncans taken to make it  explode. 
M 'N tv i fy  “ It would every day have become more per- 
feet, but I do not see any thing in what has happened, to 

tf deter the people from persevering in the union and its ob- 
46 jects : On the contrary, if I am rightly informed, the trial 
“ of force must tend to give the people confidence in their 
“  own power, as I understand it is now admitted, that if the 
*c insurrection was general and well conducted, it would have 
14 been successful.

Lord Castlercagh. t( W ere  not the different measures of the 
44 government, whtcl) are complained of, subsequent to va- 
4‘ rious proceedings of the United Irishmen ?

J P y e v in .  i4 Prior, m y Lord, to most of them. I f  your 
"  Lordship desire it, I will prove by comparison o f dates,
4< that government throughout has beçn the aggressor/*------ *
[JJ's laordsjyp nas not ciiriou,s.)
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Wexford
insurrec
tion.

turc, however, of this disquisition calls for some 
notice of the operations ot Orangemen, itnmedi- 
ately before and immediately after that fatal con
test, in order to trace the continuance of the 
spirit and principles of the Orange societies, and 
their effects upon Ireland, from their institution 
up to the Lnion; irom which period their more 
notable atchievements will find their order in the 
ensuing history,

The insurrection of Wexford, which was the 
most formidable and bloody of any in Ireland, 
cannot be passed unnoticed, because it originate 
ed out oi Orange outrage. There had long ex
isted in the county of Wexford a numerous party 
of I íotestants marked for their acrimony to 
Catholics. It should seem, as if the Orange 
emissaries had not thought it worth their while 
to introduce their system into a county, in which 
disunion had already taken such deep root. 
In fact, Orangism was little known in that 
county til! the month of April, 1798 , when it 
was introduced into it by the North Cork militia 
commanded by Lord Kingsborough (now Earl of 
Kingston.) I hat corps superabounded with 
Oiangemc-n,* who were encouraged by their co

lonel

♦ I t  will appear by  the 14-th of the general rules for the 
government of Orange lodges, among the Rules and RcS u.

latiôn.%

\
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Ionel in displaying the triumphant insignia of 
their institution, such as medals and Orange 
ribbands at their breasts, and in proselytizing for 
their order. In the alarming crisis o f those 
times, the sure favour of government and pro
tection of the military gained many converts.
i he propagation of their sect was rather Mahome

tan

lotions f o r  the use o f  a ll Orange Societies, printed at the end 
of this introduction : “ That as regiments are considered as 
“  districts, the masters of all regimental lodges do make half 
" yearly returns of the number, names and rank of the mem- 
u hers of their lodge, to the secretary of the Grand Lodge, 
“ but they shall not make an Orangeman, except the officers, 
“  non-comrrçissioned officers and privates of their respective 

regiments : and that they do remit to the Grand Treasurer 
"  of Ireland the half yearly  subscription, as well as that, 
** which is immediately to take place.”  This accounts for 
the narrative of Mr. Hay (p. 175.) *' A pitch cap being
“  found in the barrack of Wexford, and an Orange com- 
"  mission or warrant, appointing a serjeant of the North 
"  Cork militia to found an Orange lodge in the town, rouzecj 
4‘ the people from the utmost tranquillity to the highest pitch 
4‘ of fury. This quickly drew together great numbers in 
#< the barrack yard, and their horror of the Orange system 
“ was so excited, that in those emblems they imagined they 
"  possessed the most convincing proof of their intended ex- 

termination.** Here too, as in other parts, the introduction 
of Orange lodges tended wonderfully to extend the Union. 
Such was the dread, which the Catholics conceived of the 
Orangemen, that they readily listened to the insinuations of 
the few United Irishmen in that county, and for self preser- 
yation sheltered their individual fears under collective con
fidence.
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tun than Christian. Terror superseded conviction. 
These military savages were permitted both by 
magistrates and officers, in open day, to seize 
every mart they wished or chose to suspect as a 
Croppy, and drag him to the guard house, where 
they constantly kept a supply of coarse linen 
caps, besmeared inside with pitch ; and when 
the pitch was well heated, they forced the cup 
on his head, and sometimes the melted pitch 
running into the eyes of the unfortunate victim  
superadded blindness to his other tortures. They  
generally detained him till the pitch had so cool
ed, that the cap could not be detached from the 
head without carrying with it the hair and blis^ 
tered skin : they then turned him adrift, dis
figured, often blind, and writhing with pain, 
They enjoyed, with horrid bursts of laughter, the 
fiend-like sport of seeing their victims either fall 
down, or knock their heads against the walls, in 
their eager but blind efforts to escape their tor
turers. This caused abhorrence and dread 
amongst their countrymen. A t other times they 
rubbed moistened gunpowder into the hair in 
form of a cross, and set fire to it ; and not un- 
frequently sheared off the ears and nose of the 
tortured croppy. T hey abused, both by word and 
action every female, that happened to have a tint 
of green in her apparel. The most notorious mas
ter ol these infernal sports, both for invention

an4
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and execution, was a serjeant of the North Cork 
militia, nicknamed Tom the Devil. These atro
cities were daily renewed and continued with 
impunity, up to the breaking out of that insur
rection. Those Orange fiends never dismissed 
from their guard house an unfortunate victim  
without expressing their inhuman joy  by savage 
yells of exultation.* N o wonder then, that the

Wexford

* See Mr. Hay's valuable and authentic history of the in
surrection of the County of Wexford, (p. 58») & alib i. That 
gentleman was an eye witness to the whole of the Wexford 
insurrection, and is ail illustrious instance of the utility of 
cotemporary history.

With difficulty does the mind yield reluctant credit to such 
debasement of the human species. The spirit, which degrades 
it to that abandonment, is of no ordinary depravity. It wars 
with the first elements of social nature, and should be 
wrenched with the strongest arm of power from the state, in 
which it has taken root. To prevent its continuance and 
growth in Ireland, by developement of its noxious powers, is 
the intent of this publication. The knowledge of a national 
evil is the first step towards its removal. The spirit of 
Orangism would never have existed in the country, but for 
the encouragement and countenance, which the higher orders 
gave to the lower. It would be uncandid to retail only in 
stances of the brutality of the lower orders, whilst evidence 
is forthcoming of persons of fortune and education bein^r still 
more brutalized by its deleterious spirit. As a gentleman ot 
respectability was passing near the Old Custom-house, Es- 
sex-bridge, Dublin, in the afternoon of W hit-sunday, 17OS, 
two spectacles of horror, covered with pitch and gore, running, 
as if they were blind, through the streets arrested his attention.

The
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Wexford insurgency assumed a degree of vindic
tive ferocity known to no other part of the 
kingdom. It became a contest between Catho
lics and Orangemen. Of this, Sir Richard Mus- 
grave has afforded (perhaps unintended) testimo
ny, by giving the copy of a certificate* signed 
by a Catholic priest, by way of passport, on the 
memorable day, 011 which Wexford was evacuat 
ed, and Lord Cornwallis assumed the reins of 
government.

The

They were closely followed out of the Old Custom-house by 
Lord Kingsborough and Mr. John C. Beresford, whom he 
knew, and by an officer in uniform whom he knew not. 
They were pointing and laughing immoderately at these tor
tured fugitives. One of them was John Fleming, a ferry- 
boatman, and the other Francis Gough, a coach smith. They 
had been unmercifully flogged to extort confessions ; but 
having none to make, they were called out on this festival, 
had melted pitch poured over their heads, and feathers struck 
into it. The right ear of Fleming was clipped off, and 
Gough lost all his hair. They were sent adrift, without a 
rag of clothes, to make their escape through the streets. 
Gough’s flagellation was superintended by Lord Kingsborough, 
who almost at every lash questioned him how he liked it : it 
was so severe as to have confined him six months to his 
bed. The same spirit of Orangism moved the Colonel in 
Dublin, and his sergeant at Wexford. The effects of that spi- 
rit can only be fairly illustrated by facts. These have been 
verified to the author by the spectator and sufferer.

* A. of B. in the parish of C. has done his duty, and 
“ proved himself a Roman Catholic, and has made a volun- 

tary oath, that he never was an Orangeman, nor took the 
“ Orange oath. F. J .  B k o e .  V a lid  ll'exford, June 21, 
“  1798/'



The arrival of Lord Cornwallis in Ireland Lord  ̂
operis a new scene of the iatal tragedy, npon ]js arfj'ves; 
the success of which Mr. Pitt boasted of resting jn Ire- 

his reputation with posterity. Lord Camden had 
long solicited his recall. But the measure of ex
haustion was incomplete, whilst Ireland could 
lift an evelid. The terrifier became affrighted. 
Ejcan'vues terreat umbras. Mr. Pitt sent over 
Lord Cornwallis in haste and trepidation to ad
minister emollients and restoratives ; and should 
he be so fortunate as to discontinue her agoniz
ing throbs, to soothe her into the measure of 
Union, before the convalescent should have 
caught a glimpse of full recovery. Mr. Pitt was 
a master of stage effect, and the subtlety, with 
which he descended to the lowest shifts of decep
tion was unrivalled. His eloquence, his credit, 
even his ambition gave way to his craft. Lord 
Cornwallis, the minister of Mr. P itt’s views upon 
Ireland arrives in his twofold mission (to quell 
rebellion and enforce the Union) armed with the 
double power of civil governor and military 
commander. Unlike to his two immediate pre
decessors, he was not placed under the tutelage 
of the Irish managers, but directed to assume u 
character of his own, apparently independent 
of the British cabinet, which should let down the 
power of the Orangeman, now grown formida
ble even to Mr. Pitt, and raise the Catholic into 
confidence and assurance, whilst he endeavoured

? to

J05

*
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Lord 
Cornwal
lis the 
tool of 
Mr. Pitt.

(o seduce him to the treacherous embraces of a 
legislative Union. In the execution of the first 
part of his commission, Lord Cornwallis soon ac
quired the confidence of the Catholic body, and 
incurred the hatred and abhorrence of the whole 
Orange faction. Not one of either party was at 
that time initiated into the mysterious same the» o
Irish Viceroy had to play for the British minister. 
H e was to put down for a time the ferocity of the  
Orangeman by the physical force of the Catho
lic ; lie was to promise emancipation, as the price 
of Union : lie was to forfeit that promise, when he 
had received the stipulated price*: he was to leave 
the ungracious refusal to those, who were known 
unwilling to propose and unable to carry the 
measure.

Lord Cornwallis was as much the tool of Mr. 
Pitt,* as his immediate predecessor Lord Cam

den*

* Lord Cornwallis was sent over by Mr. Pitt for three pur
poses : 1st, To put down the rebellion, which w as acquiring 
more strength, than the exciters of it had intended. '2d, To 
force external union upon the convulsive struggles of an ago
nising people. .‘id, To perpetuate internal discord, by keep 
ing on foot a permanent body of intolérants, secretly sworn 
to proscription and persecution. After the rebellion had been 
completely extinguished in 1708, the Catholic was wanted and 
fulsomely courted by the Chief Governor to support the 
Union. Every thing toothing and flattering was done, that 
was trivial. Every thing promised, that w as important. N o

thing '
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den. The degradation of Ireland, by the sur
render of her political existence had been the

p c2 implacable
r

thing harsh, grating, or irritating, was in the mean time coun
tenanced or permitted. Internal union, harmony, and am
nesty were the stile, spirit, and order of the Castle. N o  
sooner had the rebellion been put down., than Sir Richard 
Musgrave was set to work by the party, and with clerical and 
«tlier aid, he soon raked together an undigested heap of acri
monious falsehood and obloquy, which he called Memoirs o f  
the different Rebellions in Ireland. IIis work was dedicated by 
permission to Marquis Cornwallis, and was afterwards forced 
into circulation with more than the ordinary countenance of 
power. Ilis Lordship, it appears, in accepting the dedica
tion of that work, which was completed, and might have 
been published long before the Union was accomplished, ac
companied the favor with an indispensible condition, that it 
should not make its appearance, till that great master-piece of 
Mr. Pitt’s policy should have been finally established. The 
work was well known to Lord Cornwallis to be o f so irritating 
a nature to the Catholics, as to endanger the measure of  
Union by the subtraction of their support had it appeared, 
whilst opposition could be available. The- Union passed. 
Lord Cornwallis's reason fur keeping the work suppressed was 
gone by. The injunction was dissolved. The work appeared. 
Lord CornvvalHs in a private letter disclaimed his acceptance 
of the acrimonious calumny. Sir Richard Musgrave’s warmth in 
supporting the Union, traducing Ireland, and calumniating the 
Catholics, was rewarded by the collectorshipol the City of Dub
lin Excise. A valuable appointment, which he still enjoys. It 
was not given to him by Lord Cornwallis, for that might not 
have been consilient ; but by  Lord Hardwicke, his successor, 
before the worthy Baronet had enjoyed an opportunity of ren
dering any services to his Government. In historical discus
sion the private virtues and feelings of the man are absorbed

in
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implacable resolve of that ambitious Statesman, 
ever since her rejection of his commercial propo

sitions

in the public character allotted to the individual. The per
sonal merits of Lord Hardwicke stand eminently conspicuous. 
B\n hen he accepted of the Vice-royalty of Ireland, undei 
the Administration of Mr. Addington, he stood before the 
public enveloped, not only with the mantle of royal autho
rity, but of personal responsibility for his proper management 
of the executive powers of government in Ireland. The pa
tronage of the Crown of Ireland flowed immediately from 
him, as representing the person and executing the supreme 
will of the Sovereign. W hat confidence then could the Irish 
people repose in that Governor, who in the very outset of his 
Administration thought fit to bestow’ the valuable appointment 
of collectorship of the City of Dublin Excise upon Sir Richard 
Musgrave the notorious traducer of his country, falsifier of her 
history, and disturber of her peace. One of the last acts of 
Lord Cornwallis, was to apprize that Baronet, through Sir 
E. B. Littlehales, on the 24-th March, 1801, “ that had his 
" Excellency been apprized of the contents and nature of the 
“  work, he would never have lent the sanction of his name 
‘4 to a book, which tends so strongly to revive the dreadful 
" animosities, which have so long distracted this country, and 
44 which it is the duty of every good subject to endeavour to 
<f c o m p o s e . O n e  of the first acts of Lord Hardwicke’s Go
vernment, was to reward this reviver o f  animosity by the ap
pointment to a most valuable situation in the collection of the 
revenue. What are the obvious reflections upon this transac
tion ? That the Baronet did the work of his task-masters ; 
and though one of them squeamishly disclaimed his order, 
y et another in support of the system paid the wages of his 
contract, and permitted him to enlarge and extend by  two 
editions that very work, which had been so formally de

nounced
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Mtions in 1?S5. With this view he debauched 
Ireland, under the Duke ot Rutland. H e re
established her dépendance upon the British M i
nister through the Marquis of Buckingham.* 
H e weakened her under the Earl ot 'W estmor
land. H e tantalized and taunted her by the 
transit of Earl Fitzvvilliam. H e exasperated lier 
under the Earl of Camden. H e debased her 
under Marquis Cornwallis. And by continuing 
the Earl of Hardwicke in his Government, he 
insidiously rivetted by pretending to lighten lier 
fetters. To each governor he allotted his part. 
Lords Westmoreland and Camden he handed 
over without reserve or controul to his Irish ma
nagers : those very men, whom he permitted on 
certain conditions to monopolize ior a time the 
whole power of the State, under the insidious

pretext

nounced as tending to revive the dreadful animosities of the 
country, which it was the duty of every good subject to com
pose. To the public virtues of which of the three actors in 
this transaction does Ireland owe the most gratitude ? The sin
cerity o f the Marquis, the delicacy and justice of the Earl, 

or the patriotism of the Baronet ?

•  On the Gala given in Dublin upon the King's recovery, 
after that nobleman had regained his majority in parliament 
against the patriotic supporters of the Prince of W ales’s right 
to an unfettered regency, he proposed, after the health o 
their Majesties had been drunk, not merely in priority to, but 
in exclusion to the Prince of W ales, the health o f Mr. Pitt, 

the fr ien d  o f  Ireland ! ! !
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pretext of supporting Protestant asccndancy. For 
this lie allowed them to wear the vizor: he well 
knew the baseness of their servitude, and the 
mischief of their deeds. Lords Cornwallis and 
Hardwicke played Mr. Pitt’s game as faithfully 
by curbing and chastening the pruriency and fe
rocity of the Orangeman, as Lord Camden had 
by permitting his managers to stimulate him to 
outrage.

Conduct The nature of this disquisition requires a faith-
ot the ~ , .. , * 1
Orange- outline, at least, of the more prominent feats
thenrebeei - of ° ranSe-men’ and of the understanding, which
lion. subsisted betw cen them and the Government 

during the interval between the close of the re
bellion, and the birth of its forced and unnatural 
issue the L nion. Veneris monument a nefandæ. 
When Mr. Pitt came to look closely down the 
precipice, to the verge of which he had forced 
this valuable portion of his M ajesty’s inheri
tance,* he recoiled with horror at his own teme
rity, and insidiously enlarged the powers of the 
chief governor to any extent, which in his dis
cretion he might find necessary to impress the

people

* W hen Dr. M 'Ncvin was under examination of the Secre-t 
Committee, he answered a question put to him by Sir John 
Parnell, thus. “ People agree, that if  the insurrection of a 

tew counties in Leinster, unskilfully as it was directed, was 
so near overthrowing the Government, a general rising 

“ would have freed Ireland.”  (p. 77.)
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people with a conviction, that a permanent in-) 
version of the system was sincerely meant.. 
Little anxious was he for the consequences of 
future disappointment and indignation of the peo
ple, provided the temporary deception answer
ed his purpose of ensnaring them into the Union. 
Caution and tenderness were in the mean time 
strongly recommended not to drive the ascend
ancy party into revolt, but occasionally to be
stow honors and rewards on some of their more 
violent leaders, should it be found necessary to 
keep them steady in their ranks, and abóve all to 
prevent desertion and disunion amongst the sub 
alterns sworn into their service by the oath of 
secrecy. T o  the effects o f these instructions arq 
to be ascribcd the knighthood and pension con
ferred on Sir Thomas Judkin Fitzgerald, the She
riff of Tipperary, against whom a jury had 
found £ 5 0 0  damages, for having flogged nearly 
to death a respectable gentleman, Mr. W right,* 
merely for having in his pocket a note o f excuse, 
written in the French language. Parliament, on 
the virtuous opposition of Mr. Yelverton, re
jected his petition to be indemnified in that in
stance, but instantly passed an act to indemnify 
all Magistrates and officers prospectively, who 
should exceed the law in like cases. H e was 
honoured and rewarded, as stated.

The

f  N. B. He is second cousin to Mr. Shaw, the member for 
Dublin.



Orangism 
after the 
rebellion 
was put 
down.

The keeping certain corps of Orange Y eo
manry on permanent duty for insufficient or worse 
reasons must be laid to the like account. Cer
tain commanders of these corps, in the county 
of Tipperary fabricated, secreted, and disco
vered pikes in parts of the country, which were 
perfectly tranquil, in order that they might be in 
the receipt of their men’s pay, who were all 
their tenants, and which they withheld for rent. 
Those same gentlemen were also in the uncon- 
trouled habit of holding mock sessions over their 
bottle, after dinner, under the insurrection act, 
and sentencing without trial to transportation 
any of their neighbours they found troublesome 
or disagreeable, that were brought befdre them.* 
The patricide alone would suppress the crying 
enormity of orders systematically given to the 
different corps of yeomanry, into which, says 
their advocate and encomiast, Sir Richard Mus- 
grave,+ “ the loyal Orangemen were instantly 
<c admitted, and of which they formed by far 
cc the most considerable part.” The feelings and 
judgment of the reader are most specially sum
moned to be alive to every circumstance attend
ing the deliberate and inhuman murder of T ho
mas Dogherty by H ugh Wollaghan.

Thomas

* R e rv . White Goring, B. R. Mich. 1800. Where thèse 
»nd many more outrageous doings of those Magistrates are 
proved by numerous affidavits filed in the cause.

f  Strict 155.
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Thomas Dogherty was a sick lad lying on Mdrderof 

the lap o f his mother in lier cabin, in which si- 
tuation he was most inhumanly murdered by laghan a 

Wollaghan a Yeoman.# For this atrocious mur- a ^ its^ ’ 
der Wollaghan was brought to trial before a conse- 

court martial, of which the Earl o f Enniskillen (lueilces' 
was president, f  Evrery circumstance o f  aggra
vation was fully proved. N o attempt was made 
to disprove a particle o f  the evidence. But a 
justification was set up, that the horrid murder 
had been committed under a regular order o f  
the commanding officer. And what forsooth 
was that order ? That i f  any Yeoman on a 
scouring p a rty  (which were almost daily) should 
meet with any , whom he knew or suspected to he 
a rehely he need not be at the trouble o f  bringing  
him in , but zvas to shoot him on the spot. This 
order, and the constant acting up to it by the 
corps was proved by one private, one serjeant, 
and two lieutenants o f  Yeomanry. Captain Ar
cher swore, that Wollaghan was a sober and di
ligent man, ready to obey his officers, and au 
acquisition to the corps. Captain Gore con
firmed Captain Archer’s evidence in every parti

es cular ;

* The particulars of this moving case are minutely detailed 
in I list. Rev. 3 vol. p. 810.

f  The other members o f the court-martial w e r e  

Major Brown, L. 1. D. Captain Irwin, Fermanagh,
Captain Onge, ditto, Captain Carter, R. I. D .
Capt. Lesley, Fermanagh, Lieutenant Summers, 6Sth,



114

cular ; and added, that other corps had similar 
orders in other districts. Here the defence 
closed, and the court acquitted the prisoner. 
Need it be observed, that here an Orange mur
derer was acquitted by sympathising Orange 
judges and jurymen. A court martial acts upon 
oath in both characters. The profligacy was too 
rank, not to he publicly stigmatized by Lord 
Cornwallis. I he Union was vet at an awful and 
uncertain distance; and he had it in command 
to persuade the people, that he was sent over to 
invert the system o f Orange impunity and remu
neration. The following official letter was ac
cordingly written to General Craig.

“ D ublin, October 18, 1798.
“  S i r ,

“ Having laid before the Lord Lieutenant 
the proceedings o f a general court martial, 
held by your orders in Dublin Barracks, on 
Saturday the 13th instant, of which Colonel, 
the Earl o f  Enniskillen is president, I am di
rected to acquaint you, that his Excellency 
entirely disapproves o f the sentence o f the 
above court martial acquitting H ugh Wol- 
laghan ot a cruel and deliberate murder, o f  

“ which by the clearest evidence he appears to 
have been guilty. Lord Cornwallis orders 
the court martial to be immediately dissolved, 
and directs, that Hugh Wollaghan be dis-

• ' “ missed
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“  missed from the corps o f  Yeomanry, in which 
“ he served, and that he shall not be received 
“ into any other corps o f  Yeomanry in this 
“ kingdom. His Excellency further desires, 
“ that the above may be read to the president 
“ and the members o f  the court martial in open 
“ court. I have the honor to be, Sir,

“ Your most obedient humble Servant,

“ H. T avlok, Sec, 
“ Lieut. Gen. Craig, &c. &c.

“ P. S. I am also directed, that a new court 
£' martial be immediately convened, for the trial 
“ o f such prisoners, as may be brought before 
“ them, and that none o f  the officers, who sat 
“ upon Hugh Wollaghan be admitted as mem- 
“ bers.”

In the year 1799, amongst several regiments Orange 
o f  English militia, which had volunteered their mfn Pro*°  . selvtize
services to help to put down the rebellion, was amongst

that of Cambridgeshire, commanded by the Earl ,th® ?"0 7  J lxsn regi-
o f  Hardwicke. Hence several circumstances ments. 

highly material to this disquisition have come 
to light, which would otherwise have been bu- 
ried like so many others in Orange darkness.
It appears, that the Orange emissaries were very 
active in proselytizing amongst the different 
corps then newly arrived from England. When

q 2 the

i
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the unsuspicious character of the English is con
sidered, 'and the natural forwardness of the sol
dier to profess even to ostentation his zeal and 
loyalty for the King is taken into the scale, no 
wonder, that by plausible affectation of extraor
dinary loyalty and zeal for religion, many Eng
lishmen were induced to become members o f so
cieties, which professed to have no other, than 
these laudable objects in view. N o preliminary 
communication o f the terms or obligation, no 
probationary trial preceded the engagement. U n
guarded confidence induced several English offi
cers and soldiers to swear to the Orange obliga- 
tio n . Reflection could only ensue the know
ledge acquired by having sworn. The shame 
and repentance at having blindly entered into a 
solemn obligation on oath, the personal dread 
o f  divulging the secrets o f men o f no mild or 
forgiving disposition, the conscientious qualms 
at having taken an oath either o f  extermination, 
or o f conditional allegiance, operated variously 
upon the reflecting and penitent minds o f the 
unthinking jurors, and left them all under conT 
siderable, and different degrees o f embarrass
ment and perplexity.*

The

* These effects have not been unfrequent even amongst the 
Irish. But few have the resolution to avow their own shame 
or repentançe at what they have unadvisedly done. The au
thor has been assured by a gentleman of veracity, that he was 
one. of a mixed company of 27, who dined with Sir W illiam  

! Stamer

i
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lodges.

The noble colonel o f  the Cambridgeshire mi- Lord 

iitia, by some means or other became so stronsflv
. . wicke's

impressed with the mischief o f those Orange order

Societies (none other tllen existed in Ireland), aSam.st
. . . . entenn:

that he found it expedient to issue the following into 

Order. Pr,anSe
“  D ublin, A p r il  1/, 1799-

“ R E G IM E N T A L  ORDER.

“ The Earl o f Hardwicke having been in
formed, that several lodges and societies exist 
in this town, and other parts o f Ireland, 
formed for party and other mischievous pur
poses, under various denominations, makes it. 
his particular request to all the officers not to 
suffer themselves to become members o f any 

“  o f them. And all non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers are strictly forbidden to be mem
bers o f  any such lodges or societies, or to 
frequent them under any pretence. A ny man 
discovered to have transgressed this order, 
must expect the consequences o f  such disobe-

4 C
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a
a

“ dience.

Stamer (the present Lord Mayor of Dublin). W hen that 
gentleman said openly at his own table, in the presence, and 
to the visible mortification o f several Brother Orangemen, 
that after long importunities he had at last been sworn in an 
Orangeman : that he had attended one lodge night, but that 
no earthly consideration should ever induce him to attend 

»

another.
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“ dience.” Lord Hardwicke has full credit for 
having acted in this instance uprightly and pru
dently. As colonel o f the Cambridgeshire mi-

%J o

litia, having no controul over other persons in 
Ireland, than those, who composed his own re
giment, he forbad his men, as far as his power 
over them extended, to become Orangemen ; be
cause the Orange Societies were fo rm ed  fo r  party  
and other mischievous purposes. Lord Hard
wicke then was too honorable and too honest to 
pass a sentence at the head o f his regiment o f  
such indiscriminate reprobation, against societies 
loudly professing the most refined zeal and loy
alty for Church and King, unless he well knew  
their professions belied their principles and their 
practices. His Lordship then acted upon the 
unchecked impulse o f his native feeling and 
judgm ent. He was still unmannacled by po
litics.*

The

•  In the year 1801*, the author published a Postliminous 
Preface to his Historical Review o f the State of Ireland, in 
which he said “  th a t the quintesçence of Orangism  was ne- 
“  cessarily productive o f disunion and enm ity between the 
“  m em bers o f the O range clubs and those, who could not be 
“  admitted into them . T he prevailing belief, that their Vicç- 
“  roy, when colonel of the Cambridgeshire m ilitia, had been 
4t sworn into an Orange lodge, (the author has not attem pted 
M to verify the fact) tended to weaken the personal confidence 
4t o f those, who considered all O rangem en indiscrim inately
*  bounden by  ties and engagem ents adverse to the Catholic

°  interests*

I
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The verification of the fact of Lord Ilard- 
wicke’s having been sworn into an Orange lodge 
in the year 1799, is not matter of mere curiosity. 
It is not to be presumed, that after he had pub
lished that prohibition to his regiment, over 
which alone he had controul, to become mem
bers of any such society, fo rm ed  fo r  p a r ty  and 
ëther mischievous purposes, he himself should

have

interests, and who experimentally remarked the exclusive

*  preference and predilection of the members of that society

in the dispensation of grace and favor from the Castle.’* 

W hen the 2d edition of that Preface was in the press in D ub 

lin, M r, Alexander Marsden, the most confidential and active 

Secretary under Lord Hardwicke, delivered to the author’s 

publisher a copy of the above regimental order, which he de

sired might be transmitted to him in London ; but without 

message or comment. It wTas received, and inserted in the 

2d edition, with some appropriate observations founded upon 

wishes almost amounting to conviction, that his Excellency 

never had been sworn into an Orange lodge. Having since 

that time gone through a laborious investigation of that whole 

system, the author now finds tenfold necessity for urging his 

concluding observation upon that regimental order, contained 

in the Dublin edition of his Postliminous Preface, published 

Uv Fitzpatrick, in I SOL “ It is to be lamented, that when 

“ this noble Colonel became the Chief Governor of Ireland. 

ai some act of state was not passed for checking or breaking 

u  up all those lodges or societies form ed fo r  party olid other 
“  fuischierouipurposes, the evil tendency of which his Lord- 

“ ship once so clearly saw ami prudently guarded his reg;- 

“  ment against.”
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have entered amongst them.* The knowledge of 
the mischievous nature and purposes of the 
Orange societies, produced that excellent order 
from Lord Hardwicke. Within two years from 
the date of it he was appointed Chief Governor 
of Ireland. Thenceforth every relation between 
him and the Orange societies altered. But the 
purposes of the societies were not changed. Nor 
did his Lordship’s knowledge of those purposes 
cease. It would be irregular now to anticipate 
that noble lord’s conduct, during an administra
tion of five years; it will form the principal 
part of the ensuing volume. But from the time 
his Lordship enlisted himself in the service of 
M r Addington, who entered into office under 
the avowed pledge of resisting Catholic claims* 
he was initiated into the use, which was to be 
made of these prætorian bands ; he found that

the
•

* After much enquiry the author has not ascertained 

the fact. Had not his Lordhsip been sworn in, some de

nial or disclaimer would probably have accompanied the 

copy of the regimental order, which appears to have been 

given with the direct view of negativing that supposition. 

His Lordship having once dined at M r. Beresford’s riding- 

house by. special invitation from all the Orange Lodges of 

Dublin, who collected there on that occasion, it was not 

unreasonable to presume him a member of their body. It  

is however no proof ot his having been initiated His 

Lordship’s conduct, when at the head of the Government, 

furnished no grounds for counteracting that general pre 

sumption. But Orange secrecy bailies all enquiry.



the party and other mischievous purposes, for 
which those societies were formed, made the 
basis of that system, to the support of which he 
had lent his character and name. The conscious 
knowledge of the purposes, for which the Orange 
societies were formed, casts a peculiar shade up
on every act of his government, by which the 
Orangemen were actively or passively affected.
Be it generally observed, that during Lord Hard- 
wicke’s administration of five years, nô vice-re°-al 
act was passed, which bore the most d is ta n t ana
logy to the regimental order of the 17th of April
1799.

Destructive and horrible as have been the Evil of 

enormities of Orangemen upon the nation since êePinS
, . - , Orançrism

their institution, yet the evil ol instituting the on foot.

society, giving countenance to its progress, and 
indemnity to its outrages is far short of the 
mischief of keeping it on foot, and embodied 
under the protection and favor of government.
Their former excesses were a temporary breach 
of internal peace and concord : their subsistence 
is a perpetuation of national rancor and dis
union. The existence of such a body is incom
patible with the welfare and prosperity of Ire
land : and without the full and cordial energies 
of Ireland, the British empire cannot withstand 
the enemy. With the late political revolutions 
of empires the revolution in the mind of man

R has
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has kept pace. In some instances it has im
proved. However civil freedom may have suf
fered, religious slavery and persecution have eve
ry where ceased to exist, except in this Protestant 
united kingdom. W e have ever been shamefully 
tardy in following the most enlightened example, 
when it originated from the continent. After 
how many years of bigotted pertinacity did 
Lord Chesterfield shame us out of the stupidity 
of rejecting the Gregorian calendar, and adopt
ing the New Stile ?

Mischief That serious conviction of the national mischief 
ot coun- 0 f t j i e  Orange societies, which has brought forth
tenancing # ^  &

known this disquisition, necessary calls for the disclo-
evils. su r e  0 f  s o m e  fa c ts  jn  illustration of the sys

tem carried on out of the intervening period 
between the rise of Orangism on the 21st of 
September 1795, and the commencement of the 
Union on the 1st of January 1801. The sin
gular and astonishing circumstance of Lord 
TIardwicke’s prohibiting 1000 men under his 
military and qualified command in 1799, to be
come members of any of those societies, which 
he knew and declared to be fo rm ed  fo r  p a rty  
and other mischievous purposes, and his not for
bidding nor preventing one out of five millions, 
over whom lie soon after exercised sovereign 
command for five years, from becoming a mem
ber of those very societies, which during that
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period he cherished and kept embodied, forms a 
political problem, which it would be hardly safe 
to resolve.* Eleven years have elapsed, since 
Lord Hardwicke, as colonel of a militia regiment 
found it necessary, for the good of his M ajesty’s 
service, to publish the regiment;. 1 order of the 
17th of April 1799. During five of those 
years his lord hip exercised by deputation the 
executive power of Government in Ireland, and 
Orangism was preserved and strengthened in 
spirit and numbers. At the close o f  the 
eleventh year from the issuing o f that regi
mental order, a General commanding an im
portant district in England finds it neces
sary for the good o f  the service, and the 
security o f  the state, to pronounce in general 
orders, a stronger condemnation o f  the Orange 
system in 1810, than Lord Hardwicke had 
in 1799» The reflecting reader will, with 
surprize, and not without horror and dismay, 
mark the identity o f  ground, the similarity o f  
tendency, and the increased necessity o f  the 
latter order.

The
*

* The revolting depravities, which St. Paul so strongly de

picted as objects of abhorrence and avoidance to Christians, in 

his Epistle to the Romans, were seen and perhaps practised 

by the Philosophic Bard, and other leading men of his day ; 

but Video meliora proboque ; détériora sequor. The decline and 

fall of Roman greatness rapidly followed.



General
Cock*
burne’s
orders
against
Orang-

ism.

The 11 tli Infantry lately formed part o f the 
brigade under the command of Major General 
Cockburne, then quartered at Chelmsford in 
Essex. That regiment had been lately recruited 
entirely from the Irish militia, o f whom a large«/ 1 o
portion were Orangemen. Scarcely had they 
arrived, than they began to display, (as the 
North Cork had been taught by their Colonel) 
the inflammable insignia  o f their order Orange 
ribbands and emblems at their breasts : and as 
the North Cork did aj> Wexford, they attempt
ed to form Orange lodges, and propagate their 
order in Essex.* The party  and other mischievous 
purposes o f  these proceedings were not perr

ceived

* In the sixth year of the Orange Dynasty one and indi
visible, when Thomas Verner was Grand Master, and John 
Claudius Beresford Grand Secretary, the prospective views of 
the body at large, and the special mission of their individual 
dignitaries were enlarged to prepare the ways of peace and 
union over the whole face of the empire. Their zeal was to 
he no longer stinted to Ireland : but from the 10th of January 
1800, (the memorable æ raof the revision and ultimate settle
ment of their legislative code) it was to range over a wider 
field, as the blessed precursor and co operator in the incorpor 
ration of the two kingdoms. It may accordingly be seen, that 
what General Cockburne has found necessary to resist in the 
year 1810, had been preordained ten years before by  the in
spired code of the Orange Institute. The 10th of their 
secret articles, haying this extension of their societies in view, 
enacts, “ that any Orangeman, w ho acts contrary to these 
41 rules, shall be expelled, and the same reported to all the 
?! lodges in the kingdom and elsewhere.”
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ceived by their British felknv-soldiers, to whom 
the principles and practices o f  the Orange So
cieties were yet unknown. The rancor and pro
vocation manifested thereupon by such o f  the 
Irish recruits, as were not Orangemen, became 
alarming, and General Cockburne, whose head 
and heart do credit to his country, well knowing 
the fatal consequences o f  the encouragement 
given to the mischievous system o f Orangism in 
his native land, issued the following

G E N E R A L  ORDERS,

“ It is Major General Coekburne’s positive 
“ order, that no soldier in the garrison presume 
“ to wear any badge or mark o f  party. Com- 
“ mauding officers o f  regiments, and all offi- 
“ cers are to confine any man, who dares to 
“ wear any ribband or emblem, which might 
“  create disputes amongst the men. Officers 
“ and soldiers are to wear their uniform in gar- 
“ rison strictly according to the K ing’s regula- 
“ tions. It must be evident, that this order ap- 

plies chiefly to the Ir ish  soldiers. The mis- 
“ chief, which all such party divisions occasion 

to the State is unfortunately too severely felt 
“ in Ireland : nothing o f the kind can be al- 
f- lowed o f here. Soldiers have no concerns

“ with

I
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with such matters* They should serve his 
Majesty and their country with unanim ityf 
which it is impossible for them to do, if a 
spirit o f  party be allowed in a battalion.”

Effects of The pure loyalty, which dictated these orders 
àerT °r *° ^Teiiera  ̂ Cockburne, in order to keep out the 

spirit ot Orangism from his district, more than 
justifies the author’s attempt, to expose its effects 
upon a population ot five millions, whose peace 
and happiness it renders unattainable, and whose 
cordiality in defence o f the empire it paralizes or 
extinguishes. Whoever knows the situation of 
a mine, cannot innocently permit his friends 
without warning to expose themselves to the 
explosion.*

The

* Proof o f Orange perseverance in persecuting an indivi

dual for 15 years demonstrates the enflamed continuance of 

that rancorous ferocity, in which the society was engendered, 

and which it can only lose with its existence. It has been be^ 

ioie observed, that Mr. Coile had been driven from Lurgan 

for having made a successful stand against some Orange M a

gistrates of Armagh ; and that he tied to Dublin, whither 

persecution had followed him. Passing over for the present a 

variety of flagrant revenge exercised upon him  by the Orange 

party during the space of time, which comprises the history of 

the ensuing volume, it is fitting to call the attention of the 

reader by anticipation to a recent document, which becomes 

important by exhibiting the unabated implacability o f 

that party. In the proceedings o f  the Trustees o f  the Linen 
and Hempen Manufactures o f  Ireland, fro m  the 5th o f  duly 1809,

ta.
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The great question o f  emancipating between Question 

four and five millions o f  his Majesty’s subjects, 
awaiting the deliberation o f  the Imperial Parlia- cipation. 

ment is not to be frittered into insignificancy, 
nor defeated by forced squabblings about royal 
vetos, bickerings upon accredited agency, or 
shiftings behind violated pledges and retracted 
errors. It is a question o f truth and justice: 
they are invariable, and will ultimately prevail 
even against the intolerancy o f  irreligious 
bigots in place, and the inveteracy o f  Orange 
executioners in their pay. Grattan still lives to 
pour in upon the Imperial Parliament that tor

rent

to the 5th o f  January 1810, (p. 77 .) appears the following 
extract.

“ A t a meeting of the Trustees, &c. on Tuesday the 10th 
u  of October 1809.

ri Right Hon. David La Touche in the Chair.

“ Earl of Leitrim, Sir Neil O 'Donnell, Bart.

u Lord Norbury, Richard Gervas Ker, Esq.

u  A  Memorial from Bernard Coile and W illiam  Galway 

"  Dixon, Linen Merchants, was presented and read, praying 

“ rooms in the Linen Hall to expose their linens for sale, as 

“ from the large consignments they have received,their house in 

“  Linenhall-street is totally inadequate to answer that pur- 

“  pose."

" Ordered,
“  That said Memorial be rejected.”

Vide note, p. 30.
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rent o f  eloquence, which astonished and con
founded the corrupted phalanx in the Irish Par
liament in 1 795. Great intermediate events have 
justified his words, and he is entirely devoted to 
co-operate with his country towards their ac
complishment. “ Go to France, (said he then, 

and will again say) go to America, carry your 
properties, manufactures and families to some 
land, that may admit you to a freedom you 

“ shall never participate in your own. This is a 
sentence, that requires the malignity o f a 

“  demon, and the omnipotence o f a God. You  
“ are not competent to pronounce it. Believe 

me, you may as well stamp your foot upon 
the earth, and expect by that resistance to 
stop the diurnal revolution, which advances 
you to the morning sun, that is to shine alike 
on the Catholic and the Protestant, as you 
can hope to arrest the progress o f  the other 
lights of justice and reason, which approach 
to liberalize the Protestant and liberate the 
Catholic. Even now the question is on its 

" way, and making its destined and irresistible 
progress, which you with all your authority, 
have no power to controul, any more than any 
other great truth or ordinance o f  nature or 
law of motion, which mankind is free to con
template, but cannot counteract. Such is the 
justice linked with their cause, and such is

t h e



“ the strength, that sets forth their applica- 
“ tion.”

It would be foreign from the purpose of this dis- Insinceri 

quisition to f o l l o w  the manœuvres, by which Lord 
Cornwallis and his underling Lord Castlereagh emancU 
accomplished the summit oi Mr. P itts  inn me-  ̂
diate ambition, the degradation and emascula
tion of Ireland by legislative union. W hen that 
object had been obtained by a managed majority 
of fifty-eight, Mr. Pitt and his colleagues slunk 
out of office to make room for those satellites in 
his train, who were ready to perpetrate the deed, 
from which the projector shrunk. 1 hey quitted 
office, leaving as their written pledge to the Ca
tholics purported, many characters o f  eminence 
(including of course their own) pledged not to 
embark in the service o f  Government, except on 
the term o f  the Catholic privileges being obtained. 
Afterwards Mr. Pitt returned to office under a 
counter-pledge ot never bringing forward, or 
supporting the Catholic claims : and Lord Corn
wallis accepted of the government of India, but 
never stood up in Parliament to enforce them.*

1>Vi I - * V  S It

* The interesting transaction* c f the downfal of M r. P itt’s 

administration will regularly occur in the ensuing history.

They are here generally referred to, that the reader may 

not be left in total darkness, as to the denouement of that 

piece of politics, in which Mr. Pitt rested hid xeputation with

posterity
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Lord 
Cornwal
lis keeps 
up the 
Orange
men.

It requires no great depth of reflection to per
ceive, that Lord Cornwallis by an external change 

of

posterity. In deference ta  his readers, the author here thinks 
it proper to repeat in print (Vide his Postiliminous Preface, p. 
33.) that, «  whilst he gave credit to his Majesty’s ministers 
J ÍOr s,ncerely following up the Union with all the advanta- 
^ ges it was capable of, the primary object of his writing the 
"  Historical Review o f  the State o f  Ireland, was lo convert 
r' the truth of Irish history into evidence of the utility and 

a(^'an,a£es ot incorporate Union. It was but consistent, 
^  thuefore, that the historian should, as far as truth would 
tt a* commend the system o f Lord Cornwallis’s
^ a( ministration, which certainly became indirect censure 

ul)on opposite system pursued by his predecessors.” 
I he author fairly owns, that up to the month of September 
1804, at which time he had a conference with Mr. Adding

ton on the subject, he gave Lord Cornwallis unreserved credit 
for having endeavoured sincerely to defeat and overturn the 
fornfer system o f governing jrcfand, and substituting libéra
it) and justice in lieu of intolerance and acerbity. He was 

further confirmed in those sentiments by a letter, which he 
iad then recently received from the Marquis containing these 

words, my sentiments with regard to Ireland are well known by 
t ie measni ts I  pursued, and those which I  recommended. Since 
that time, he has from much research, experience and réfléc
hi. been compelled to reject the measures o f some pubHc 

men, as a criterion o f their real sentiments. Upon Mr. 
Addington s unexpected admission to place, he was for the 
ftist .ime initiated into the whole mystery of the precoucert- 
*d plari oi promising and refusing emancipation to the Irish 
C atholics, f  lushed with the novel consequence of office, 
lie boasted of the real views of his predecessors, which had 
been so specially confided to him to carry into final effect.

l ie
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of system had even before the close of the year 
1798 not only put down the rebels, bat curbed 
and tamed their more dangerous provokers the 
Orangemen. So far had he fulfilled his mission 
from Mr. Pitt to prepare the country for external 
union. The extension of the Orange system inC/ «/
Wexford, after the close o f that insurn etion, 
the en creased acerbity of the Orangemen through
out that county, and the general opposition, 
which he every where experienced from them to 
his measures of lenity and conciliation, must have

s 2 convinced

He had not yet completely fitted the glove of office to his 
hand. Fie was a new recruit, suddenly raised from the ranks, 
and spoke some truth. From that hour the author became 
truly sensible o f his own want o f political sagacity. Mr. 
€t Addington scouted the idea o f any difference of principle 
€i or system in the two governments of Earl Camden and Mar- 
“  quis Cornwallis. It was an identity o f spirit and principle, 
“ applicable to the varying circumstances o f a rising, raging 
"  and expiring rebellion. Mr. Addington very significantly as- 
“  sured the author, that he (the author) knew not the grounds, 
“  views or motives of Lord Cornwallis’s administration/' 
For the sake o f poor, baffled and persecuted Ireland, the au
thor laments the truth then uttered. At the same interview  
Mr. Addington assuuied official merit for standing in that 
house (in Downing street) by his pledged resistance to the Ca
tholic claims, fro m  which he was never to be moved. Ireland 
w ill not be insensible to the difference o f Lord Grenville’s 
conduct from that o f his colleague. His Lordship refused 
to return to power with Mr. Pitt, and spurned with indigna
tion the proflered pledge to hold place on the tenure of keep
ing hack and resisting a measure supereminently necessary 

the preservation of the empire.

I
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convinced his mind, that their subsistence as a 
body was utterly inconsistent with the internal 
union and permanent security of the kingdom. 
With more ease might they have been then col
lectively extinguished, than individually.restrain
ed from outrage. They were known to be unit
ed by secret and unlawful oaths ; and their con
duct had been notoriously atrocious. Had go
vernment sincerely wished internai and perma
nent concord, they would have so completely 
eradicated the plants of discord, as not to leave 
a chance for the hope of rescuscitation. They  
kept on toot the Society oi Orangemen as a 
corps de reserve, and constituted them a body 
guard to the Irish party, which under the reli- 
gi> us cant of Protestant ascendancy, stipulated 
for the continuance of their own monopoly of ci
vil power. From that moment , the insidious, spe
cious and equivocal term Protestant ascendancy, 
was formal y adopted, ard became the rallying 
phrase and signal for calling together all Orange 
1 1 otestants, and many, who would have opposed 
it, had it been denominated by its true appella
tion of an Irish oligarchy under British  ascen
dancy.

fells not within the province of the histo-
Protestant i ian to discuss pliilologically the import ot terms 
axeendun- and phrases. l i e  considers them to bear thecy.

meaning

132
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meaning and purport, which obviously direct the 
views and motives of the generality of mankind 
in acting upon them. The phrase Protestant 
ascendancy is ex v i term ini open to an indefinite 
variety of interpretation. For the last fifteen 
years and upwards it has received a specific and 
appropriate import, in the acceptation of which 
every part of the nation has acquiesced. From 
the acts themselves, not from the explanations, 
palliatives or justifications of the actors is the 
judgment to he formed. From the time that 
Ireland acquired legislative independence iu 
1782, it ceased to be the language of the Castle, 
that the English interest or ascendancy was to bo 
kept up. The power was to be supported, 
but the term was to be altered. Instead of 
English, the more imposing word Protestant was 
annexed to that ascendancy, which was actually 
kept on foot. When Mr Pitt had contrived to 
dash from the lips of the nation the cup of pro
mised and expected freedom, by betraying and 
deceiving the virtuous Fitzwilliam with the in- 
trigues of Mr. Beresford lie set up the golden  
image o f Protestant ascendancy, and * “  sent to 
“  gather together the princes and governors, the 
“ captains, the judges, the treasurers, the coun- 
“  sellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers o f the pro- 
“ vinces, to come to the dedication of the ima^e.O ’
“  which Nebuchadnezzar the King had se tu p .”

And
* Dan. iii. 2.
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A nd they fe l l  dorm and ic.orshipped the golden 
image.” However the phrase may from that 
hour have been understood by individuals, it 
was exclusively acted upon in the sense of 
direct opposition to Catholic concsesio.n. This 
appears evident from the address of the Grand 
Lodge to the Orangemen of Ireland, on the 
21st ot January 1800, precisely ten days af
ter they had made their resolution to support 
the Protestant ascendancy (in this particular 
sense) the basis ot their obligation, the link 
of their secrecy and the measure of their alle
giance. In the minds of upright and unsuspec
ting Protestants, the support of the Protestant 
ascendancy would mean no more than to support 
the limitation of the Crown under the act of Set
tlement ; which is expressed in the most pointed 
manner in the oath of allegiance taken by Ca
tholics, as well as by Protestants. In the affecta
tion of this ordinary and obvious sense o f  loy
alty do these renovated and reformed Orange
men hold themselves out to the nation as being 
associated to support and defend his M ajesty  
K  ng George, the constitution and lazes o f  the 
country, and succession to the throne in his M a 
jesty 's  illustrious house, being Protestants. To do 
tins most C atholics had sworn, and every one 
was ready to swear, nearly in the words of this 
Change declaiation. It is scarcely necessary to 
remark, that whenever specific duties and senti

ments
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ments are ititroduccd into oaths, they are ex
pressed in the most obvious, precise and unam
biguous words. Who would not expect from 
men voluntarily and solemnly laying before 
their countrymen the object of their associat
ing in so awful a juncture, that their obliga
tion and oath should be commensurate with, and 
conducive to the ends of their association. H ow  
do they tally ? N o Catholic would refuse to sub
mit or swear to the substance of that declaration. 
M ost of them have actually done so. But the 
obligation of an Orangeman runs in these words : 
/ ,  A  B. do solemnly and sincerely swear, o f  
m y own fr e e  zcill and accord, that I  w ill to 
the utmost o f  my power support and defend  
the present K ing George the T h ird , his heirs 
and successors, as long as he and they support 
the Protestant ascendancy, Sic.* Here is an ab
solute declaration redundantly vaunting sworn 
and known duties, of which no man can doubt, 
and which no man refuses. There is a co?idi- 
tional oath to support what no ten men m ay de
fine alike, and stinting the allegiance o f  the 
subject to his own arbitrary construction of 
the term Protestant ascendancy. In the com
mon acceptation of words, what man of sense 
would, whnt man of loyalty could subscribe 
Such oatli and obligation?

The

* Rules aiij regulations poste*.
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Efforts to 
- forward 
the 

, Lnion.

The whole o f the year 17.9Í) was consumed 
by Mr. Pitt and Lord Cornwallis, in preparing, 
canvassing and courtine for the Union, In ando o
out ot* parliament, addresses, petitions, motions 
and proposals were made to forward and en
sure that measure. N o means were omitted, 
which were calculated to advance it from any 
quarter. Personal applications were made by 
the Lord Lieutenant in a viceregal tour through 
the kingdom to such members o f parliament 
and persons of influence in the country, as lie 
thought open. The amiable qualities and delu
sive pledges of the viceroy gained him more 
proselytes, than he had anticipated. To the 
Catholics he held out emancipation as the sure 
boon o f their support. They trusted him, and 
lie failed. To the Orangemen he pledged am
nesty and favour. They mistrusted him, and 
were preserved for future services. Even then 
was it doomed by Mr. Pitt,* that the ques

tion

* Conscious that some' staunch friends to Ireland give 
Mr. P itt credit for sincerity in all his declarations and 
pledges about her, and his real earnestness and inability to 
carry the question o f emancipation, it becomes a painful 
duty to submit to the reader the grounds for differing from 
mat opinion. Against Mr- Pitt’s actual resignation of office 
on that, aliedged ground, must be placed his return to office 
under a counter pledge, to hold back and resist the question, 
as he notoriously d*d. when brought forward bv his colleague

Lord
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tion o f Catholic emancipation was to be brought 
forward and crushed by the P ro testan t ascen-

T  dancy

Lord Grenville. Mr. Pitt had long felt himself absolute mas
ter o f the Protestant ascendancy. In 1792 he received an ho
locaust to its omnipotence, when not a member of the Com
mons dared to stand up in his place to support the Catholic 
petition. But few months passed away, and the golden ob
ject of adoration was cast prostrate at the feet of that very 
Parliament, which now had it in command from the British 
minister, to grant the whole o f w hat he had just forbidden 
them to listen to. Mr. Pitt might then have as easily carried 
the complete emancipation, as that portion of it, which was 
actually conceded. He held back enough to keep the Pro- 
testant ascendancy and the Catholics in his dépendance. He 
had further view s: and all was to be subservient to the Union. 
Had he not raised the Catholics into some political conse
quence by the act o f 1793, their support of it would 
have been worthless. But his concession o f so much com
manded the unreserved support of those, who trusted in his 
promises and pledges, that the whole should follow. The 
next year Mr. Pitt was made sensible, that Catholic influence 
became national strength : he foresaw in the growth o f in
ternal concord the inevitable defeat of his favourite plan of 
external union. He was incensed at the loss of the (equili
brium , which he fancied he had secured : so rapid had been 
the descent of the Protestant ascendancy, since national har
mony had begun to displace religious discord. The Catholic 
influence was to be lowered by fresh triumphs o f the Pro
testant ascendancy. The Catholics w'ere to be raised to the 
summit o f expectation, in order to be let down with vio
lence, and weakened to impotency by the fall. The Protest
ant ascendancy was to be taken up from its late prostration 
by a renewed commission to divide, irritate and degrade.

Legislative
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danci/, whose management for a time he had os
tensibly renounced.

The

Legislative Union could not be forced upon Ireland in health, 
vigour and harmony. It could only be imposed upon her, 
in the fat 4 ] hour of exhaustion, debility and discoid. The power 
and influence, which Mr. Pitt possessed (especially by the 
coalition of the W hig party in England) in 1794 and 1795 
gave him more facilities to carry the whole question at that 
time, than he commanded of passing the previous concessions 
in 1793. It is impossible, that the mind of Mr. Pitt should 
not have been equally open to the merits of the question, in 
the years 1795, 1799 and I SO I. Had it been acceded to in 
1795, it would have prevented a rebellion^ in 1799 it 
would have enabled Ireland to resist external Union ; and 
in ISO I it would have preserved the country from the still 
unmeasured evil of ministers successively pledged by offi
cial tenure to thwart her wishes, damp her energies, and 
perpetuate her proscription. Without fathoming private mo
tives,, historical evidence demonstrates, that Mr. Pitt as fully 
knew the fate of the Catholic question in I SCO, when by the 
delusive prospect of its success he cajoled the Catholic into 
a support of the Union, as he did in 1801, when, by an
ticipating its failure, he took that pretext for retiring from 
office. It can never be forgotten, that in the papers written 
by Mr. Pitt and Lord Cornwallis given by the latter to Dr. 
Troy and Lord Fingall on the same day, Mr. Pitt assured the 
Catholics, that he would do his utmost to establish their cause 
in the public, and prepare the way fo r  their finally attaining 
their objects. A nd  Lord Cornwallis reminded them to be sen
sible o f  the benefit they possess, by having so many characters o f  
eminence pledged not to embark in the sei vice o f  government, exr ' 
çept on the terms o f  the Catholic privileges being obtained.

They both did embark in the service of government, and 
the Catholic privileges have not been obtained. Mr. Pitt, as

the

%
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The generality o f  Orangemen were indivi
dually adverse to the Union. They foresaw in 
the absorption o f their country’s power the fiqal 
extinction o f  that very monopoly, by which they 
subsisted. The Lord Lieutenant having success
fully treated with Lord Clare and Mr. Beres- 
ford, found himself strong enough to resist the* • o o
exorbitant demands of Mr. Foster, and bad de
fiance to his powerful opposition to the measure 
o f  Union. The Orangemen came to an under
standing with the C hief Governor, that pro
vided they were formally permitted to make 
P ro testan t ascendancy (in other words, future 
resistance to Catholic concession) not only
the bond and ostensible test o f  their union, but
the condition and measure o f their allegiance.o  •
they would abstain, as a body, from opposing the 
Union, and so model and moderate the rules 
and regulations o f their Society, that no up
right Protestant should in future be shocked 
with the oath o f extermination, or deterred from 
entering into their Society by any pledge, ob
ligation or oath unpalatable to the m ost tender 
Protestant conscience. In pursuance o f  this un
derstanding, the following advertisement ap
peared in all the public prints.

T  2  G R A N D

the first minister of thé* Crown opposed them when brought 
forward. Lord Cornwallis never once stood up to support 
them.

/

\

Orange
men na
turally 
against 
Uniou.
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Orange 
advertise
ment not 
to inter
fere with 
Union.

To the Orangemen o f Ireland.

G R A N D  LODGE.

Dublin , Jan. 21 , 1800.

The Grand Lodge of Ireland observe with 
heartfelt satisfaction, that their former recom
mendation to, their brethren to abstain, as 
Orangemen, from any discussion of the question 
o f  Union has had the happiest effects, in as much 
as it has disappointed the sanguine and malig
nant hopes entertained by the enemies to religion 
and good order, that such discussion would 
be productive o f discord amongst Orangemen. 
They now feel it their duty to offer some fur
ther observations on the present juncture o f  
affairs.

Orangemen in different capacities, as M em 
bers o f Parliament, Grand Jurors, Freeholders 
and Members o f  Corporate Bodies, have op
portunities o f debating the important question 
o f an Union. But it is the earnest entreaty o f  
the Grand Lodge, that as a Society, they will 
continue silent. For as every Orangeman, how
ever zealous, may, and no doubt will from local 
circumstances conceive different ideas o f  the 
subject, the discussion o f  *l question o f such

magnitude
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magnitude involving not only great imperial 
topics, but also matters o f local advantage and 
local disadvantage must unavoidably create a 
division in opinion, and an house divided against 
i ts e lf  cannot stand . It is therefore recommended 
to all Orangemen to keep in mind the great ob
ject, for which they have associated, to wit.
“ We associate to the utmost ot our power to 
“  support and defend his Majesty King George 
“ the Third, the constitution and laws o f this 
u country, and the succession to the throne in 
“ his Majesty’s illustrious house being Protes- 
“ tants, for the defence o f our persons and pro-'
“ perties, and to maintain the peace ot our coun- 
“ try : anil for these purposes we will be at all 

times ready to assist the civil and military 
“ powers, in the just and lawful discharge o f  
“  their d u ty /’ and to avoid as injurious to the 
institution all controversy upon subjects not 
connected with our principles.

T homas V erner . Grand Master.
J o h n  C. B e r e s f o r d , G rand  Sec.

Shortly before this time the Orangemen, then Newrule* 

organized into a very numerous Society, had re- 
vised their statutes and ordinances, and reduced the Socie- 

them into a more plausible and more insidious form. ^  °nfge_ 
As secrecv however svas the soul o f their institu- men.

tion,



Conclu, 
sive ob
serva
tion.

tion, tlvese new rules and regulations, by which the 
Society has from that time leen governed, though 
printed, were most cautiously kept from the un
hallowed eye o f their proscribed neighbours. As 
the subsistence of this Society appears to be au
ii removeable obstacle to the permanent peace and 
prosperity o f Ireland, we have found it a duty 
of allegiance to place before the eyes o f govern
ment and the public a full and authentic copy of 
those rules and regulations, by reference to which 
the foregoing details will be fairly considered and 
finally and impartially judged of.

One observation occurs upon the following 
rules and regulations, which without further 
comment we recommend to the sympathetic re
flection of the reader; more particularly so, should 
these sheets chance to fall under the eye o f  any 
gentleman, on whom rests a public duty to 
watch and preserve the tranquillity and welfare 
o f  the country.

As the Orangeman’s oath is expressed and ad
ministered, it is at common law unlawful, illegal, 
and even treasonable, and by an existing Statute 
felonious. The Author therefore challenges every 
loyal subject, who by having taken it, or other
wise has obtained more certain knowledge, than 
he has, of the p a rty  and other mischievous p u r 
poses of their oath and association to come for

ward
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ward and help to the extinction of that traitorous 
conspiracy, which binds its members to a system  
essentially destructive * of the loyalty, peace, con
cord, prosperity, and stability of the country.

* That the factitious spirit of Orangism still subsists under 
the affected découragement and real protection o f govern
ment, is evident from what passed within these last three 
weeks, viz. on the 23d of March, at the Omagh Assizes. 
Thomas Hogan, a corporal of the King’s County Militia.* 
was indicted for the murder of four Orange yeomen. l ie  
was acquitted of the murder, and, by the direction of the 
judge, Mr. Serjeant Moore, found guilty of manslaugh
ter. About 300 Orange yeomen had assembled, armed and 
accoutred at Omagh, to commemorate the battle of Aughrirn, 
on the 12th of last August. On the same day, 50  of the King’s 
County Militia, who had volunteered for the army, marched 
into Omagh unarmed from Strabane. Fifty o f  their comrades 
Jiad for some time occupied the barracks in Omagh. O neot  
the volunteers was insulted by the Yeomen’s forcing off, and 
trampling upon his cap, because it >vas bound with greex 
tape, which, though regimental, was termed a rebellious co 
lour bv the Orangemen. Much abuse, and a general attack 
of the unarmed volunteers by the dastardly and overbearing 
Orangemen ensued. The volunteers retreated to the barracks, 
and there with their comrades in defending themselves, shot 
the four yeom en, for which their corporal was indicted. 
W hen it shall please his Majesty to shake oil* the chains from 
Ireland, and bless her with a governor of sufficient w is
dom and virtue to root up and utterly dissolve the Orange 
Societies, then, and then only, m ay she congratulate with 
herself on being released from captivity and tetters. “ Now 
“  1 know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel., and 
"  hath delivered me out of the hand of Ilerod, and from all 
“ the expectation o f the people of the Jew s.” A e ts .,x ii. 11.



The Work in hand, to which this discussion is the intro
duction, is intended to be comprized in one volume in Octavo, 
'to be a sequel to The H isto iy o f  Ireland, from  its Invasion 
under Henry I I . to its Union with Great B ritain , by the Au
thor, in two volumes. The communication of any important 
and well authenticated document relating to the recent Histo
ry of Ireland, made to Mr. Coyne, Capel-street, Dublin, 
will be received with gratitude, and used with fidelity by the 
Author.

RULES
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R E V I S E D  A N D  C O R R E C T E D  BY A  C O M M I T T E E  OF T H E

ORANGE SO CIETIES:

G R A N D  O R A N G E  LO DG E O F IR E L A N D .

A N D  A D O P T E D  BY T H E  G R A N D  O R A N G E  L O D G E ,  J A N .  1 0 ,  I SOO.
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D U B L I N :
P r i n t e d  b y  a n  O r a n g e m a n .

1800. ÿ

General déclaration o f the objects o f the Orange
Institution.

w E  associate, to the utm ost o f  our Pow er, to  support 
and defend iiis M ajesty, K ing G eorge the Third, the Consti
tution and Laws o f  this country, and the Succession to the 
Throne in his M ajesty’s illustrious H ouse, b ein g  Protestants : 
for the defence o f  our persons and properties; and to m aintain  
the peace o f  the country ; ai d for these purposes w e w ill be 
at all tim es ready to assist the Civil and M ilitary  Pow ers, in  
the just and law ful discharge o f  the 1* duty. W e also associate  
in jlo n o u r  o f  King W illiam  the Third, Prince o f Orange, w hose

N am e
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name we bear, as supporters of his glorious Memory, and 
the true Religion by him completely established in these 
Kingdoms. And, in order to prove our gratitude and affection 
for his Name, we will annually celebrate the Victory over 
James at the Boyne, on the first day of Ju ly  O. S. in every 
year, which day shall be our grand Æra for ever.

W e further declare that we are exclusively a Protestant 
Association; yet, detesting as we do any intolerant spirit, we 
solemnly pledge ourselves to each other, that we will not 
persecute, injure, or upbraid any person on account of his 
religious Opinions, provided the same be not hostile to the 
State ; but that we will on the contrary, be aiding, and 
assisting to every loyal subject of every religious description, 
in protecting him from violence and oppression.

Qualifications requisite for an Orangeman.

He should have a sincere Love and Veneration for his Al
m ighty Maker, productive of those lively and happy Fruits, 
Righteousness, and Obedience to his Commands ; a firm ant} 
stedfast Faith in the Saviour of the W orld ; convinced that he 
is the only Mediator between a sinful Creature, and an offended 
Creator. W ithout these he cannot be a Christian; of an 
humane and compassionate disposition; and a courteous an(| 
affable behaviour. l ie .  should be an utter enemy to savage 
brutality, and unchristian cruelty ; a lover of society, and 
improving company ; and have a laudable regard for the 
Protestant Religion, and a sincere desire to propagate its P re 
cepts ; zealous in promoting the honor, happiness, and pros
perity  of his King and Country ; heartily desirous of victory 
and success in those pursuits, yet convinced and assured, that 
God alone can grant them. He should have an hatred of 
cursing and swearing, and taking the name of God in vain, 
(a shameful practice;) and he should use all opportunities of

discovering
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discovering it among his Brethren. Wisdom and Prudencft 
should guide his actions ; honesty and integrity direct his 
conduct, and honour, and glory o f  his King and Country, be 
the motives o f his endeavours. Lastly, he should pay the 
strictest attention to a religious observance o f  the Sabbath ; 
and also to temperance, and sobriety.

Obligation o f  an Orangeman.

I. A. B. do solemnly and sincerely swear, o f  m y own free 
’will and accord, that I w ill, to the utmost o f m y power, 
support and defend the present King, George the Third, h is  
Heirs and Successors, so long as he or they support the Pro
testant Ascendancy, the Constitutions and Laws o f  these 
Kingdoms ; and that I wi 11 ever hold sacred the name o f  our 
Glorious Deliverer, W illiam  the Third, Prince o f  Orange : 
and I do further swear, that I am not, nor ever was a Roman 
Catholic, or Papist; that I wras not, am not, nor ever will be 
an United Irishman; and that I never took the Oath o f  secrecy  
to that, or any other Treasonable Society : and I do further 
swear, in the presence o f  A lm ighty God, that 1 will always 
conceal, and never will reveal, either part or parts o f  what 
is now to be privately communicated to m e, until I shall be 
authorised so to do by the propei authorities o f  the Orange 
institution; that Í w ill neither write it, nor indite it, stamp, 
stain, or engrave it, nor cause it so to be done, on paper, 
parchment, leaf, bark, stick, stone, or any thing, so that it 
m ay be known ; and I do further swear, that I have not, to 
m y knowledge or belief, been proposed and rejected in, or 
expelled  from any other Orange Lodge ; and that I now become 
an Orangeman without fear, bribery, or corruption.

So h e l p  m e  G o d .

Secret A rtic les .
ist. That we will bear true allegiance to his M ajesty, King 

G eorge the Ihjrd, his Heirs and Successors, no Ion" as he or

they
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they support the Protestant Ascendancy ; and that we wifi 
faithfully support and maintain the Laws and Constitution of 
these Kingdoms.

2nd. That we will be true to all Orangemen in all ju6t 
actions, neither wronging one, nor seeing him wronged to our 
knowledge, without acquainting him thereof.

3d. That we are not to see a Brother offended for sixpence, 
or one shilling, or more, if  convenient, which must be re
turned next meeting if  possible.

4th. W e must not give the first assault to any person what
ever, that may bring a Brother into trouble.

5th. W e are not to carry away money, goods, or any thing 
from any person whatever, except arms and ammunition, and 
those only from an enem y.

6th. We are to appear in ten hours warning, or whatever 
time is required, if  possible (provided it is not hurtful to our
selves or families, and that we are served with a lawful sum
mons from the Master,) otherwise we are fined as the company 
think proper.

7th. No man can be made an Orangeman without the 
unanimous approbation of the body.

8th. An Orangeman is to keep a Brother’s secrets as his 
own, unless in case of Murder, Treason, and Perjury ; and 
that of his own free will.

9th. No Roman Catholic can be admitted on any account.

10th. A ny Orangeman, who acts contrary to these Rules, 
s h a l l  be expelled, and the same reported to all the Lodges in
t h e  K i n g d o m  a a d  elsewhere.

G o d  s a v e  t h e  K i n g .

Marksman9 s



M arksm an s Obligation.

I, A. B. o f  m y own free will and accord, in the Presence 
o f  Alm ighty God, do hereby most solemnly and sincerely 
.Swear, that I will always conceal, and never will reveal either 
part or parts o f what is now to be privately communicated to 
m e, until I shall be duly authorised so to do by the proper 
authority o f the Orange Institution j and that I will bear 
true allegiance to his M ajesty, King George the Third, his 
Heirs and Successors, so long as he or they maintain the Pro
testant Ascendancy, the Constitution and Laws o f these King
doms ; and that I will keep this part o f  a Marksman from an 
Orangeman, as w ell as from the ignorant ; and that I w ill not 
make a Man, until I become, and only whilst I shall be Master 
o f an Orange Lodge; and that I will not make a Man, or be 
present at the making o f  a Man on the Road, or behind Hedges ; 
and that I will be aiding and assisting to all true honest Orange 
Marksmen, as far as in m y power lies, knowing him or them  
to be such ; and that I will not wrong a Brother Marksman, 
or know him to  be wronged o f  any thing o f  value, wrortli 
apprehending, but I will  warn or apprize him thereof, i f  in  
m y power it lies. A ll this I swear, with a firm resolution ; 
So help me G o d ,  and keep me stedfast in this my Marksman’s 
obligation.

General Rules fo r  the Government o f  Orange 
Lodges.

1st. That every M ember o f  the Orange Institution, should 
undergo a new Election, whenever the Grand Lodge m ay  
think it expedient.

2nd. That each Lodge now existing , shall, on such occasion, 
elect by ballot five o f its Members, that those five M embers shall 
then procced to re-ad mit, or reject the remaining Members



o f such Lodge ; and that each Member, as he shall be sp 
re-admitted, shall become qualified to proceed with the said 
five original Members to the further ie-election o f others : 
but that, in the event of any Person’s being discontinued as a. 
Member o f this Lodge, or wishing to become a member o f  
another, he cannot be ballotted for in any other, without 
producing to the committee of such Lodge, a Certificate from 
his former Lodge, specifying the cause o f  such change; and 
that he is a fit and proper Person to be admitted, or continued 
an Orangeman.

3d. That each Lodge shall have a Master and Deputy Mas«\ 
ter, a Secretary and Deputy Secretary, and Treasurer, and five 
Committee Men ; the Master to be appointed by the Lodge ; the 
Deputy Master, Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and Treasurer, 
by the Master, with the approbation of his own Lodge ; and 
the first Committee-man by the M aster; the second by the 
first; and so on until the number o f five be com pleted:— the 
Election to each o f those Offices to take place on. the first day 
o f June, for one year from the first day o f July;  which  
Election, and every other Change or Alteration that may take 
place, shall be forthwith certified to the Grand Master o f the 
County, or City, to be by him forwarded to the Grand Lodge.

4th. The Master, Deputy Master, Secretary, Deputy  
Secretary, Treasurer, and the five Committee Men* upon 
their appointment, shall take the following Obligations :

M . ; D . ; M . s S. ; T. ; and C. M ens' Obligation.

I, A . B. do solemnly and sincerely Swear, that I was not, 
nor am not a Roman Catholic or Papist; that I was not, am not, 
nor ever will be an United Irishman ; and that I never 
took the Oath of Secresy to that, or any other Treasonable

6

For



For the M aster, and D eputy M aster , add

That I «am not now made a Master for any private Emolu
ment, or Advantage; that I have not a Sitting in m y House 
for the purpose o f selling Beer, Spirits, or any other Liquor ; 
that I will not^knowingly admit, or consent any person for 
m e shall admit any one into the Society o f Orangemen, who 
was, or is a Papist, or has been an United Irishman, or has 
taken their Oath o f  Secresy : that I will use m y author&ÿ to 
keep proper Behaviour and Sobriety in this Lodge ; and that 
1 will not Certify for any person, without having first proved 
him, and being satisfied in m y conscience that he is a person 
o f good character.

So h e l p  m e  G od .

F or the Secretary and D eputy Secretary , add

And that I will, to the utmost o f  m y power, keep safe the 
Papers belonging to the Lodge ; and that I w ill not give any 
copy o f  the Secret Articles, or lend them  to make an Orange-* 
man out o f  the Lodge I belong to ; or lend the Seal, so that 
it may be affixed to any forged paper, or irregular Orange
man's Certificate.

F or the Treasurer , add

And that I w ill fairly account for all m oney I have, or may 
receive for the use o f  this Lodge, when called upon by the 
Master o f this Lodge.

So h e l p  m e  G od.

F or the Committee M en , add

And that whenever I may be called upon to act in the 
absence o f  the Master and D eputy Master, I will not know

ingly
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ingly admit any one into the Society of Orangemen, who 
was, or is a Papist, or has been an United Irishman ; or has 
taken their Oath of Secrecy ; and that I will use my authority 
to keep proper behaviour and sobriety in this Lodge.

So h e l p  m e  G od.

5th. That the affairs of each Lodge be conducted bv the 
Master, Deputy Master, Secretary, Deputy Secretary, Troa- 

surçuniind the five Committee Men.

6th. That in the absence of the Master, the Deputy Master 

shall preside, and, in his absence, .the senior Committee Man, 

who shall be present; but that no other person whatever shall 

have the power of making an Orangeman.

7th. That each Candidate for admission, shall in future be 
certified to be eighteen years o f age ; and that he shall be 
proposed by one, and seconded by another member at one 
meeting ; and admitted, or rejected at a subsequent one : 
but no ballot can take place, uuless the person proposing* 
or seconding, be present.

8th. That one negative shall exclude.

9th. That any person, wishing to become an Orangeman 
must be admitted in the Lodge nearest his place o f  abode (ex
cept in cities or great towns,) or have a reccommendation 
from that Lodge, that he is a proper person, before anv other 
Lodge can accept him.

10th. That the names of persons withdrawn and rejected 
in, or expelled from any Lodge, shall be forthwith sent bv  
the Masters, or Secretary, to the District Master, with the 
objections to such persons ; in order that the District Master 
may communicate'the same to other Lodges; as those, who 
are unfit for one Lodge, must be so for everv other.

11th. That each Member on admisssion, shall p a y ____. .

12th. That



9

12th. That Masters o f  Lodges do make returns to their 
District Masters, o f the number, names and places o f  abode 
o f the Members o f  their respective Lodges ev ery six  months.

13th. That in order to establish a fund to defray the va
rious and necessary expences of the Grand Lodge, in all 
Lodges one fifth o f the sum be paid by members on their 
first adinissiou shall be continued to be paid annually, b y  
half-yearly payments, that is, on every first day o f  M ay  
and every first day o f November, to the Treasurer o f their re
spective Lodges ; who shall hand over the amount to the District 
Master, to be by him remitted, through the Grand Master 
o f  the County or City, to the Grand Treasurer o f Ireland : 
the Treasurer o f each Lodge to be accountable according to 
the return made previous to the days above specified.

14th. That, as Regim ents are considered as Districts, the 
Masters o f  all Regimental Lodges do make half-yearly re
turns o f  the number, names and rank o f  the M embers o f  
th iir  Lodges to the Secretary o f  the Grand Lodge ; but that 
fhey s h a l l  not make an Orangeman, excep t the Officers, N on- 
commisioned Officers and Privates o f  their respective R egi
ments ; and that they do remit to Jhe Grand Treasurer of 
Ireland the half-yearly subscription, as w ell as that, which  
is im m ediately to take place.

15th. That no Visitor shall be admitted into any Lodge, 
unless introduced by a M em ber ; and that new M embers shall 
not be initiated in the presence o f  any Visitors, save Masters 
and Deputy Masters.

16th. That no Master shall initiate any Orangeman into 
the Purple Order, who does not belong to his Lodge, or w ith
out a written recommendation from the Master o f  the Lodge, 
to which such Orangeman may belong : and that no M em ber 
can, on any account, be raised to the dignity o f  the Purple

B Order,
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Order, who has not been an Orangeman for twelve months 
at least, and has attended eight monthly meetings during 
that period; save in the instance of a Member, who has been  
clected to the Office of Master, Deputy Master, Secretary, 
D eputy Secretary, Treasurer, or Committee Man.

17th. A ll Members to be subordinate to the Master, or 
Person presiding for him, who shall have full power of fining 
all disorderly persons to an amount not exceeding — .

18th. Any dispute arising, not provided for by the rules 
is to be decided by the Officers o f the Lodge ; and the par
ties must abide by their decision, on pain of expulsion, saving 
the right o f  appeal in all such cases to the Grand Lodge.

19th. That each new resolution shall remain on the books 
from one meeting to the subsequent one, previously to its 
being adopted or rejected by the majority o f the Lodge thtfn 
present.

20th. That no E lection or other business do take place, 
unless ten Members at least be present, provided the Lodge 
consist o f so manv : if it do not, then two-thirds o f the M em - 
bers must be present.

21st. That no business be done in any Lodge after dinner, 
supper, or drink have been brought in ; but every motion 
shall be previously decided.

22nd. No person attending intoxicated can be initiated at 
that m eeting : any old Member so attending shall be fined.

23d. The Secretary is to read out, before the books are 
closed, the names o f persons proposed for the next night.

24th. A person is to attend on the outside o f  the door, while 
business is going on : that person to be nominated b y  the 
Master, or whoever may preside at the time.

Order
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Order o f Business fo r  each N ig h t .

1st. Lodge to open with a Prayer (Members standing.) 2nd. 
General Rules read. 3d. Members proposed. 4th. Report from 
Committee. 5th. Names o f Members called over. (3th. M em
bers ballotted for. 7th. Members made. 8th. Lodge to close 
with a Prayer, (Members standing.)

Rules f o r  the Formation o f  D istric ts , Kc. <&V.

1st. That Masters o f  Counties, and Cities do divide their 
respective Counties, and Cities into Districts, according to 
local circumstances : not more than five Lodges to constitute 
a District, unless they may see reason to extend the number. 
The Masters o f  Lodge*, so forming a District, to elect a 
Master for that District, Should the choice o f  a District 
M aster fall on any private M ember o f a Lodge within the 
D istrict; that t^en such Person shall cease to be a private 
M em ber o f  that Lodge, so long as he shall continue in such 
Office,

2nd. That during the absence, suspension, or non-election  
o f a District Master, the senior M aster in the District, 
shall act for the time ; the seniority to be determined b y  
the number o f  the Lodge, to which the Master may 
belong.

3rd. That the Election to the Office o f District-M aster shall 

take place on the first day o f June, for one year to the first 
day o f Ju ly .

4th. That; District-M asters shall niajie returns o f the num
ber o f  Names, and Places o f  Abode o f  the M em bers o f  
the different Lodges within their respective District?, ta 
the Grand M aster o f  their County, or C ky every six 
Months.

Reg ulations
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Regulations fo r  the Appointment o f  Grand M asters, 
D eputy Grand M asters o f  Comities, and Cities.

1st, Tha,t a Grand Master for each County, and City shall 
be chosen by the District-Masters of such County and City? 
and a Deputy Grand Master by the Grand Master ; both subject 
to the approval o f the Grand Lodge. Should the choice o f a 
Grand Master, or a Deputy Grand IVJaster of a County, or City, 
fall on any private Member o f a Lodge within the County 
or City, o f which he is chosen Grand Master, or Deputy 
Grand Master, that then such person shall cease to be a pri
vate Member o f that Lodge, so long as he shall continue in 
such Office.

2nd, That the Grand Masters, and Deputy Grand Masters 
of Counties, and Cities shall be Elected on the first day o f  
July in every year.

3rd, That in any County, or City, in which there shall be 
less than three Districts, the senior District-Master shall, 
with the approbation of the Grand Lodge, act as Grand Mas
ter for that County, or City.

4th, That during the absence, suspension, or non-election  
o f a Grand Master o f a County or City, the Deputy Grand 
Master shall act ; and, should the Grand Master, and Deputy 
Grand Master be absent at the same time, or in case both 
Oiliccs should be vacant, then the senior District Master : 
the seniority, in all such cases, to be determined by the num 
ber of the Lodge, to which such District Master may belong.

5th, That Grand Masters o f  Counties, and Cities, do for
ward to the Secretary o f the Grand Lodge, every six months, 
s>ueh Returns, as shall be made to them by their District-Mas
ters, o f the Number, Names, and Places o f Abode, o f the 
^lem bew  o f the different Lodges, within their respective

Counties
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Counties, and Cities : and that they do remit to the €rand  
Treasurer o f Ireland the half yearly Subscription from such 
Lodges, as well as that, v/hich is immediately to take place.

Rules fo r  the Formation o f  the G rand Lodge .

1st, That the Grand Lodge shall be formed anew.

2nd, That the Grand Lodge shall consist o f  Grand Masters 
o f Counties, and Cities, their Deputies, District Masters, 
Masters o f  Lodges, and in their absence, D eputy Masters o f  
Lodges: from amongst whom shall be chosen a Grand Master 
for Ireland, a Grand Secretary, and a Grand Treasurer : the 
Election to each o f these Offices to take place on the first 
day o f  July, O. S. in every Year.

3rd, That all Authority necessary for the Advancement, and 
W elfare o f  the Orange Institution, shall be vested in the 
Grand Lodge.

4th, That the Grand Lodge do m eet in the M etropolis 
four times in each year, for the general Government o f  the 
Orange Societies ; to »vit, on the seventh day o f  February, 
the seventh day o f M ay, the seventh day o f  August, and 
the seventh day o f  Novem ber ; and that the Committee do 
lay before them, at such Quarterly M eetings, a Report o f  
their Proceedings, for the approbation o f the Grand Lodge.

,5th, That the ordinary business o f  the Orange system be 
transacted b y  a Standing Committee, to consist o f  such M em 
bers o f  the Grand Lodge as may be in Dublin ; and to which  
the Grand Lodge shall have the Power o f calling in the aid 
o f men o f known Zeal and Talents, not to exceed twenty one, 
to be selected by them from the Purple Order: such persons 
from the tim e o f  their being so chosen, to be considered as 
M embers o f  the Grand Lodge. Provided always that^uch  
Committee shall only exist until the 7th day o f  August next 
enduing, the day o f their being appointed, or chosen.

6th. That
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<3U), That in every meeting of such Committee, in the 

absence 6f the Grand Master, the senior Member who shall 

be present, shall act as Chairman of that M eeting; the Seni

ority to be determined by the Number of the Lodge, to which 
such Member may belong; and that seven shall be a 
Quorum.

7 th, Tliat the Secretary to the Grand Lodge shall be 
Secretary to this Committee.

8th, That as the Office of Secretary to th* Grand Lodge 
isattended with great Expence ; and requires constant Labour, 
and Attendance : therefore, it is expedient, that all the Expen
ces incurred in the execution of that Office, shall be defrayei 
by the Grand Lodge ; an:l that the person, filling it, shall b t  
allowed an adequate Compensation for his Trouble, and Atten
dance, which shall be paid one Quarter ii* Advance.

P rayer f o r  opening the Lodge .

Gracious and Alm ighty God, who in all ages hast shewn 
thy mighty power in protecting righteous Kings and^-States, 
we yield thee hearty Thanks for so miraculously bringing to 
light, and frustrating the secret and horrible designs o f our 
enemies, plotted and inten'ded to have been executed against 
our Gracious King, our happy Constitution, and the true 
religion established by our Glorious Deliverer, W illiam  the 
Third Prince of Orange,

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to continue unto us thine Alm ighty  
protection, grant to our pious King, long Life, Health and 
Prosperity ; let thy Providence guard our happy Con
stitution, and enable us to transmit it to our latest Posterity, 
unimpaired, and improved by our H oly Religion. Bless, we 
beseech thee, every Member o f  the Orange Institution, with 
Charity, Brotherly Love, and Loyalty : make us truly respecta

ble
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k U  here on Earth, and eternally happy hereafter. These 

and all other blessings, we beg in the Name, ami through the 

mediation of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

O R  TH IS  :

A lm ighty God, and Heavenly Father, who in all ages has 

«hewed thy Power and Mercy, in graciously and miraculously 

delivering thy Church, and in protecting righteous and re

ligious Kings and States from the wicked Conspiracies, and 

malicious Practices o f all the Enemies thereof ; we yield thee 

hearty thanks for so wonderfully discovering and confounding 

the horrible and wicked designs o f our Enemies, plotted and 

intended to have been executed against our most Gracious 
Sovereign Lord K ing George, and the whole estates o f  the 

realm, for the subversion o f Government and established 

Religion. Be thou, O  Lord, still our M igh ty  Protector, and 

scatter our Enemies that delight in blood ; infatuate and defeat 

their Councils, abate their Pride, assuage their Malice, and 

confound their Devices. Strengthen the hands o f  our Gracious 

Sovereign, and all that are in authority under him , w ith  

judgm ent and justice, to suppress and punish all such workers 

of iniquity, as turn Religion into Rebellion, $nd Faith into 

Faction, that they- may never prevail in the ru iao f thy Church 

amongst us ; but that our Gracious Sovereign, and his Realms 

being preserved in thy true Religion, and bv thy merciful 

goodness, protected in the same, we may all duly serve thee 

vw ith praise and thanksgiving. And we beseech thee to pro

tect the K ing, Queen and Royal Fam ily, from all Treasons 

and Conspiracies; preserve him  in thy Faith, Fear, and Love; 

make his Reign long, prosperous and happy here on Earth* 

and crown him  hereafter w ith everlasting G lory. Accept also, 

most Gracious God, our unfeigned Thanks, for filling our 

Hearts w ith joy  and gladness, by sending thy  Servant, the 

late K ing W illiam , for the deliverance o f these Nations from 

Tyranny and arbitrary Power.

Let
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Let Truth and Justice, devotion and piety, concord and 

unity, brotherly kindness and charity, with other Christian 

Virtues, so flourish amongst us, that they may be the stability 

o f our times, and make this our association a praise here on 

Earth. This we most humbly beg, in  the name and for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen,

Form o f  P rayer to be used at Closing.

O A lm ighty God, who art a strong Tower of Defence unto 

thy Servants, against the face o f tiieir Enemies ; we yield 

thee praise and thanks for our deliverance from those great 

and apparent dangers wherewith we were encompassed ; W e  

acknowledge thry goodness, that we were not delivered over 

as a prey unto them, beseeching thee still to continue such 

thy  mercies towards us, that all the world may know thou 

art our Saviour and m ighty Deliverer, through Jesus Christ, 

Amen.
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