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H E  univerfal Negleft of 
-3 Trade, and the general Def- 

pondence which on that 
Head is To remarkable amongft us, 
has prevail’d upon me, how unequal 
foever to the Undertaking, to pub- 
liih the following Traits.

I have already endeavoured to 
ihew how much it is the Interefl of 
England to promote and encourage
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D E D I C A T I O N .
our Induitry in thofe Branches of 
Trade that don’t claih with their 
own, being fully convinced that the 
beft and fureft way to obtain a Fa
vour from t’other Side the Water, 
is by fhewing that it is their Intereft 
to comply with us ; and I hope I 
have made that Point as evident to 
the World as it is in itfelf really 
true; but in the following Pages I  
endeavour to fhew the Rife of In- 
duftry in the World, the Ballance 
of Trade, the way to difcover our 
Lofs or Gain thereon, and to govern 
and improve our Commerce; and 
in order to remove that Defpondence 
which has long been fatal to our 
Affairs, I have ihewn how conii- 
derable our national Gain has been 
by Trade and Induftry iince the 
time Sir William Petty made his 
Calculations. I have alio given a 
brief Account of all the Monopolies 
of the Englijh Trade, either by Ads, 
of Parliament, or Royal Grants,

and



and have added thereto a Sum
mary of all the Laws made in Eng
land which in any manner affedt 
our Trade, and an Abftradl of the 
Wants and Superfluities of almofl: 
all the known World; but I have 
above all things laboured to incite 
the landed Gentlemen to an In
quiry after that fort of Knowledge, 
on which alone depends the Gran
deur and Proiperity of Ireland in 
general, as well as their own par
ticular good Fortunes; and thefe be
ing the Subjects on which I treat, to 
whom íhould I refort for Patronage 
and Protection, but to You, Sir? 
To You whofe diftinguiihed Virtues 
have placed You at the higheft De
gree of Honour and Truft in the 
State, and have made You to three 
fucceeding Monarchs an Objed: o f 
their warmeft Efteem and Favour: 
To You, Sir, in whom the P a r 
l i a m e n t  of Your Country; an 
hifh  Parliament ever fteddy in pur-

F  i  fuit
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fuit of the Publick-Good, have fqr 
fo many Years placed their foie and 
intire Confidence: To You whofe
confummate Wifdom, whofe un- 
fhaken Loyalty, and whofe fteddy 
Adherence to the Rights and Liber
ties of Your Country, have as it 
were inchanted all thofe Jealoufies 
and Diftrufts which either the Peo
ple are ufed to entertain of a reign
ing Favourite, or the Prince of a 
zealous Patriot 5 and have rendred 
You at once the Favourite of the 
Prince and of the People: And I 
doubt not, Sir, how imperfedtly fo- 
ever I have handled thefe important 
Subjects, but You will from that 
publick Spirit which You have been 
always remarkable, favour and coun
tenance my Efforts, iince they are 
the firft of the Kind that have ap
peared to us in any Drefs ; and iince 
in fo doing You may encourage 
abler Pens to fo neceffary an In
quiry.
^  ' M y
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My Labours, Sir, have been very 
freely beftowed thereon for the 
Good of my Country, and my prin
cipal View was to lay before the 
Houfe of Commons in a fummary 
Way, the State of our Trade, and 
the Means whereby a wife Legisla
ture may repair and improve it : A  
Knowledge highly deferving o f the 
Attention of thofe, who reprefent a 
People labouring under Difficulties, 
and not to be relieved, but by a 
vigorous and prudent Application to 
the Trade which they have yet left ; 
but it was almoft impoffible for me 
to be fo exait therein as was necef- 
fary, iince my Intention, not to be 
known in the World for an Author, 
hindred me from, making fuch clofe 
Inquiries into the publick Accounts, 
as might enable me to lay before 
the Houfe, a perfect Syftem of our 
T rade and Navigation ; but fuch as 
it is I am emboldened to publifh it, 
by the favourable Reception which

d e d i c a t i o n .
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my feafonable Remarks have met 
with; and if it has the good For
tune to be agreeable to You, Sir, 
and to the Commons of Ireland\ I 
ihall not fail before the next Seilions 
to call in able Aiîiilants, and to lay 
before the Houfe an exadt Scheme 
o f our Trade and Navigation, of 
our Lofs and Gain by each particu
lar Trade, of our Money-Matters, 
of our inland Buiînefs, and of every 
Branch of our Manufactures, with 
Propofals for the Improvement of 
each refpe&ively ; towards which I 
have already made no fmall Pro- 
greis.

In the mean time I beg leave to 
have the Honour of accounting my 
felf,

S I R ,
: JJ ' / * i. » _ - - . „ . w 1 •

Tour mojl obedient, 

mofi faithful\ and 

moft devoted Servant,
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T  rade in General,
And that o f  t

I r  e l a n  d in Particular, &V.

W
H E N  Afiibition and Power parcelled 
out the Earth into the Poffeifions o f  
particular Men, they foon betook them- 
felves to the Protedtion o f  Covenants 

and Agreements, for the peaceful Enjoyment o f  
thofe Properties which they engroffed to them- 
Jelves ; by which Means, tying themfelves down 
trom Force and the ftronger Hand (till then their 
only Law) it became neceffary to find out other
Means o f  procuring from their Neighbours, thofe
things which their own Grounds did not afford * 
the Occafion foon offer'd itfelf, for the Defire o f  
N ovelty was univerfal, and enough were ready 
to exchange thofe things with which they were

cloy'd,



cloy'd, for greater Rarities; and this Barter was 
the Original o f  Trade.

But when the Produce o f  particular Countries 
became fcanty for the Support o f  their encrea- 
fing Inhabitants, and when the Defires o f Men 
extended themfelves into diftant Climates, for Mat
ter to furniih out their Riot withal, this Method 
became highly inconvenient and troublefome; 
wherefore it was univerfally agreed to fix a certain 
Value uponfome lifting and portable Commodity, 
which might ferve as a Ballance to the Value o f  all 
others, and be as a Security to the Taker from 
the reft o f  the World, for fo much as he ihould 
at any. time require, and this Pas -par -tout was 
Money.

N o Wonder then i f  Money, having acquir’d 
this great Reputation in the World, and becom
ing (as it were) a Load-ftone, which drew to ic 
all the valuable Things in Life, was quickly grown 
the univerfal Obje£t o f  Ambition; every one be
ing aflur’d tHat fo much thereof as he could com
mand, fo much alfo ihould he command o f  what
ever either hisNeceflities or Inclinations requir’d ;  
and from hence arofe that great Strife amongft 
Men, which has continued itfelf down to this 
D ay, and is like to laft for ever.

The PoiTefTors o f  much, have from the Begin
ning aflum’d a Power to Lord it over the Poor, 
who being without Riches, and excluded from a 
Share in the Land, were oblig’d through Necef- 
fity to make their Court to the Wealthy on fuch 
hard Terms as they were pleas’d to impofe: When 
therefore either their own Extravagance, or the 
general Impropriation o f Things reduc’d any to 
Want, they hired themfelves out to labour for 
thofe whom eafier Fortunes had render’d Indolent, 
or became their Tenants at certain Rents, which

for
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for a long time did not exceed a Part o f  what 
their Farms produc’d ; but as Money increas’d, 
the Love o f  Money increas’d alfo, and the Land
lords not only rais’d their Rents, but exa&cd 
rhem in Caih ; this put them upon W ays and 
Means to acquire it, and forced them from their 
darling Eafe to Labour and Induftry. T he Gain 
which enfu’d gave a Reliili to their Toils, and 
engag’d them to profecute their Labours, by which 
Means, thofe who before like Drones liv ’d on 
the Fat o f  the Commonwealth, became induftri- 
ousBees to enrich it, whilit the reft who remain’d 
in the ilothful Inactivity which they had forfaken, 
tontinu’d a ufelefs Load on the Land, no ways en- 
creafing ,its Wealth, and little, or not at all, con
tributing to the common Good ; but a feverer 
Neceffity compelling, even thofe too were driven 
to Labour : for the daily Increafe o f  Money in- 
hanc’d the Rents o f Lands, and oblig’d morepref- 
fingly to Induftry, whilft the Merchant enrich’d 
by his foreign Commerce, allur’d them out by 
high Prices, and call’d them to fhare in the Wealth 
brought in by Trade; in which Cafe all thofe 
whom either Neceffity compell’d, or the Hopes 
o f  Gain engag’d to an Application to Induftry, 
became Sharers in the M oney, were enabled to 
out-bid the Idlers in their Farms, and forc’d the 
Drones from their Hives, either to work for 
Bread, or to perilh for W ant: Thus Men were 
brought from Sloth toA & ion , and all Hands were 
fet to work, whilft every Application to Indu
ftry gave a Spring to Trade, and every Acqui- 
fition by Trade encourag’d to Induftry by the
R ife  which it oceafion’d on the Produce o f  La
bour.

Thus Force begot Property, the Impropriation 
o f  things gave Rife to Trade, Trade requir’d

G  Money
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Money for the better Management thereof, M o
ney begot Ambition and Avarice, and from thofe 
Monfters proceeded a motley Generation o f  Con
tention, civil Difcord, Oppreflion, U fu ry , Fraud, 
Circumvention, and all thofe Evils with which 
the World is unfortunately harafs’dand perplex’d ; 
but evil as Money is, ’ tis however a neceflary 
E v il, and grown into fuch univerfal Efteem a- 
mongft Men, that without it no Bufinefs is to 
be done, no Neceflaries o f  Life to be purchas’d, 
nay, Virtue itfelf is often meafur’d by Money, 
and Princes become formidable, not by the E x 
tent o f their Territories, or the Numbers o f  their 
People, but for the Wealth of their Exchequer, 
and the Length o f their Purfe ; thofe therefore, 
whether in private or in publick Life, whether 
a particular Society or a People in general, who 
would make a Figure in the World, or get into 
the Efteem o f  their Neighbours, muft above all 
things take care to be rich, for Riches is Wifdom, 
and Power, and Honour, and every thing in this 
mercenary Age. It  feems therefore well to de- 
ferve our Enquiry how it is to be had, and by 
what Means to be introduc’d into a Country, 
and this fhall be the Subjeâ o f  the following Pages, 
in which, i f  I hit upon any thing for the Infor
mation of thofe in Power, or but incite abler Heads 
to fo necefTary an Enquiry, ’ tis all my Ambition 
would afpire to.

Nature has fo w’ ifely diflributed her Favours, 
that whatever is wanting in any Country, either 
for Ornament or Ufe, is fupplied in an Abun
dance o f other things, by which they are to be 
purchas’d : Thus India has its Gold and Gems, 
Arabia its Gums and Spices, Perfia its Silks, 
France and Spain their Wines and Fruits ; we a 
Land teeming with other Sorts o f  Riches, and a

Sea
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Sea abounding with Treafures, which are valuable 
and fought for by all thofe Countries ; infomuch, 
rlftc tho’ we have no Mines of Gold and Silver, 
yec we have the Means wherewith to purchafe 
them, and by a proper Application to Trade, may 
foon become rich in all thofe foreign Commodi
ties, which the Temperature o f  our Heavens, or 
the Coldnefs o f  our Soil deny us at home ; for 
Trade is that whereby thofe things are introduc’d 
into a Country which itfelf fails to produce.

Since therefore Trade is fo ufeful, and indeed 
fo neceilary an Occupation for a People, it be
hoves them much to underftand aright the Con- 
ilitution o f  it, and not only to know their own 
Wants and Superfluities, but thofe o f  other Coun
tries alfo, that they may the better regulate their 
Affairs, and fend their Commodities to fuch M ar
kets as have them in greateft Efteem ; but above 
all the Art o f Improving thofe Branches o f  Trade 
which are advantageous, and warning from thofe 
which are injurious to the Wealth o f  a Country, 
deferves our Application; for ufeful as Trades is, 
it may however for want o f  proper Regulations 
turn to the Difadvantage o f  a Country, and be
come a Means to drain away all that Treafure, 
which it before introduc’d ;  thus Want by oblig
ing to Induftry begets Wealth, and Wealth by a 
ftrange Reverie, reduces to Poverty again, i f  a 
prudent Oeconomy is wanting; for Indolence 
and Luxury are ever in the Train o f  Wealth, and 
ftalk clofe upon the Heels o f  R iches; thefe be
get a ihameful Negleót of Induftry, and an im
moderate Confumption o f  foreign Commodities, 
by which Means our Importations become more 
expenfive, and our Exportations lefs valuable, till 
at laft our Income falls ihort o f  our Expence; and 
whenfoever this happens, either to a private Per-

G  z fon>



fofi, or to a Nation in general, that Minute they 
have pafs’d rhe Summit o f Fortune, and run head
long to Indigence and Mifery.

T o  form a right Judgment (therefore) on the 
Trade o f  any Country, we muft firft know what 
Proportion its Exportations and Importations bear 
one to the other, for as much as the one exceeds 
the other, fo much are they Gainers or Lofers by 
T rad e ; for Example, i f  there be exported to 
foreign Markets to the Value only o f  10 0 ,0 0 0 / . 
and imported from Abroad totheValueof 150 ,0 0 0 /. 
the exported Commodities pay only for 10 0 ,0 0 0  L 
o f  their foreign Confumptions, and the reft muft 
either be paid for in Money, or remain a Debt 
upon the Nation, which is the fame thing, and 
how quick a Pace to Poverty they run who lofe 
50/. per Cent. by Trade, is eafily underftood.

This Difadvantage in Trade muft proceed ei
ther from a want o f  Induftry in the Inhabitants, 
or from their extravagant Confumption o f  foreign 
Commodities; wherefore, it is the Bufinefs o f  a 
wife Adminiftration in fuch a Caie to leifen the 
Expence, by fumptuary Laws and a prudent Im- 
pofition o f  Taxes upon the Importation o f  fuch 
Commodities as periili amongft them, and to en
courage at the fame time to Induftry and M a
nufactures, by which the natural Wealth o f a 
Country is improv’d in its Value, and confequent- 
ly  the Exports alfo.

There is a twofold Wealth in every Country ; 
one confifts in the Ample Produce o f  the Earth, 
and may therefore be call’d the natural Wealth ; 
but the other, which is indeed the greater Trea
sure, arifes from the Labour o f  the People improve 
ing upon the former, and adding to its Value: 
Thus a Stone o f  Flax, which as it's pluck’d from 
Î - ?  be worth two Shillings, wfcen

( 5l )



fputi into fine Thread fells for four Pounds; but 
i f  wove into Linen, gives a better Price; and i f  
wrought into Lace, extravagantly more; and this 
additional Value, whatever it amounts to, is the ar
tificial Wealth ; wherefore when the natural Wealth 
is not fufficient to defray the Expence o f  the Peo
ple, we muft have Recourfe to Art and Labour, 
which feldom fails to retrieve Affairs, when pro
per Meafures are taken to flop thofe Drains which 
are occafioned by R iot and Luxury.

Trade may be divided into Inland and Foreign; 
Inland Trade is that by which Particulars lofe or 
gain in their Dealings, one with the other, with
out increafing or diminiihing the publick Wealth, 
and confifts in buying and felling amongft them- 
felves, which being only a Commutation within 
the Country can neither introduce nor drain away 
Treafure; but inconfiderable as it may therefore 
feem, it’ s however the chief Wheel o f  the grand 
Machine, carrying to the Sea-ports the Produce 
and Manufactures o f  the Country, and returning 
from thence the Commodities and Money import
ed, to be difperfed through the innermoft Parts 
o f  the Land* as an Encouragement to new Labour: 
and Induftry in order for other Exports; and here 
ends the Office of inland Trade, but foreign takes 
up the Burthen where that has laid it down, and 
coniifts in the Dealings o f  one Country with an
other, in the Management o f  which, the Wifdom 
or Folly o f  a People is quickly difcovered ; for 
this is the great Channel by which their Wealth 
is either received or loft, by this the Superfluities 
o f  other Countries are to enter, and by this their 
own is to iilue; here therefore a wife Legiflature 
watches carefully that nothing noxious fhould be 
received, and nothing ifTue to other Countries, 
which kept at home, might turn to greater A d

vantage;
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vantage; here it is that the Importation o f  foreign 
Vanities is ro be reftrained, and the Exportation 
o f  unmanufactured Commodities confined; here 
it is that foreign finifhed Manufactures, which 
afford the People no Employment, and perilh 
amongft them are loaded and difcouraged, whilft 
the Importation of Primums that furniíh them with 
Matter to work upon, is eafed and promoted; 
here the Manufactures o f  a Country are made to 
come cheaper to the Inhabitants than thofe o f  
Strangers, tho’ the Expence o f  making ihould be 
greater; and here, in fhort, is exercis’d all the 
M yftery o f growing rich by Trade, whilft a 
prudent Adminiftration by a difcreet Impofition 
of Taxes brings all thefe things about; and gives 
what Turns it thinks moft convenient to the 
Channels o f Trade.

Thefe is nothing fo nearly concerned in Trade 
as Land, the Interefts o f  the one and the other 
are infeparable, and they muft always rife and fall 
together ; for as T rade is fupported by the Pro
duce o f  Land, improv’d by Art and Labour into 
various Forms, and fitted to the Occafions o f  fo
reign Countries, fo Land is raifed in its Value, 
by the Plenty o f Money brought in by Trade; 
wherefore it greatly behoves thofe Gentlemen 
whofe Fortunes are in Land, and whofe Rank in 
the World afford them a Profpeit o f  iharing in 
the Adminiftration, to underftand well the Trade 
o f  their Country, that they may be able to give 
Advice on fo important a Subjeft whenfoever it 
comes before them, without giving themièlves up 
to the Counfels o f  particular Traders, whofe pri
vate Interefts are a heavy Byafs upon their Ju d g
ments, and lead often into very fatal Miftakes : 
Many worthy and honeft Gentlemen (no doubt) 
there are o f that Vocation, but it is the Intereft
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o f  every Body to be thought fo ;  and that makes 
it almoil impoifible to diftinguiih aright be
twixt the Affedation o f  Virtue, and Virtue it- 
felfj wherefore, I  fay, it greatly behoves the 
Landed-men to be able to judge for themfelves, 
and to remain no longer under the Diredion o f  
thofe whofe Intereft it may poffibly be to millead 
them. .

There is nothing more neceiTary to be under- 
ftood by thofc who are to form Decrees, in R e
lation to Commerce, than the Difference in V a
lue between the Exportations and Importations o f  
their Country, that being the Meafure o f  their 
Lofs and Gain by Trade; this is commonly call’d 
the Ballance o f Trade; and may be divided into 
the General, and the Particular ; the general Bal
lance o f  Trade is our' Lofs or Gain, by our ge
neral Dealings with all the World : And it re
quires but little Art to difcover, whether this be 
for or againft us; for its Symptoms are ftrongand 
obvious : A  general Depreciation o f  all Commo
dities, and a univerfal Face o f  Poverty fpreading 
itfelf over the Land, i f  it be againft us ; but high 
Prices and a chearful Plenty o f  M oney, i f  it be 
for us; but the particular Ballance o f  Trade re- 
fpeds our Dealings with particular Countries, and 
is harder to be difcovered, tho’ more neceifary to 
be underftood than the other; for we may be 
Gainers in the general, and yet Lofers by our 
Trade with particular Countries, to fuch a D e
gree, as may eat up moft Part o f  our Profit b y  
all the reft ; and by that Means greatly retard our 
growing rich ; fo likewife may we be greatly Gai
ners by particular Branches o f  Trade, and yet 
Lofers by others, which like a fecret Difeafe prey 
upon our Vitals, and wafte ourConftitution fafter 
than the wholefome Nouriihment o f  the others

caa
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can repair i t ;  but a wife Statefman, like a skilful 
Phyfician, fearches out the Caufe o f  this general 
Decay, and employs all his Art to difcover in 
what Part the Diftemper lies; a Knowledge, with
out which, the Statefman, as well as the Phyfi
cian, would ever be at a Lofs in the Application 
o f  his Remedies.

T o  arrive at this Knowledge in Trade, it is ne- 
ceffary, not only to know the Difference in V a
lue between our Exports and Imports in general, 
but between thofe alfo to and from the Countries 
refpeftively, with which we have any Commerce; 
in order to which, it will be proper to confider 
them, under the following Heads, viz,.

As tranfa&ed by Natives in home-built Ship
ping-

As tranfaâed by Natives in foreign Shipping.
As tranfaded by Strangers in home-built Ship-'

Ping*
As tranfa&ed by Strangers in foreign Shipping.

Then we mu ft compute what the Ships Freight 
and the Merchant’s Expence and Profit may rea- 
fonably amount to per Cent• on the Commodities 
traded with ; for by adding that to the home Price 
o f  our Exportations, we fhall come pretty near their 
felling Price at foreign Markets; and by deducting 
the fame from the Price o f  Imports at our Markets, 
we fhall be very clofe upon their Coft at the Place of 
lading; this Article in England is rated at 25 /. per 
Cent. and in all Probability it is not lefs with us, 
fince our Profit upon foreign Sales is greater than 
theirs, and our E,xpence lefs: N ow  i f  the whole 
Trade were managed by Natives in our own Ships, 
this Sum would entirely be fav’d to the Nation, 
on the Purchafe o f  its Imports; and gained in the

Sale



Sale o f  its Exports; for the Freight, Expence and 
Profit iiTuing all to Natives, would only be a 
Commutation  ̂within ourfelves, and of Confe
r e n c e  no drain to the Nation ; but as our Trade 
is carried on partly by Strangers, they muft be 
paid whatever falls to their Share o f  that Sum, 
and fo much mud be added to the firft Coft o f  
our Imports, and dedu&ed from the felling Price 
o f  our Exports; the Freight, Expence, and Pro- 
fir, or fo much thereof, as they earn, going al
ways to thefe Countries, to which the Merchant 
and the Ship belongs ; but we muft take care to 
confider all Money and Bullion imported and ex
ported either in Trade, or to anfwer Bills o f  E x 
change, apart from any other Commodity or 
Merchandize; for whereas we count our Exports 
o f  other Commodities Gain to the Nation, and 
our Imports Lofs, in refped to Money 'tis juft 
the reverie; our Exports are all Lofs, arid our 
Imports Gain ; and we muft compute accordingly, 
i f  we would come at the T ru th ; for what avails 
it to gain on the Ballance o f  other Commodities, 
i f  we lofe more than our Gains by an unprofita
ble ifTue o f  Money ? W e are alfo in the ftatin« 
o f  our Accounts, to have an Eftimate o f  our 
LoiTes at Sea; for fo much o f  our Exports as are 
Loft before they arrive at Market, muft be de
duced from the Value o f  our Exports (the Na
tion receiving no Value for them) and fo much 
o f  foreign Commodities as have been purchafed 
by  Natives, in order for Importation, tho’ loft by 
the W ay, muft however be rated as imported, 
the Nation having paid Value for them.

And when we have thus ftated the Accounts 
o f  our Exportations and Importations, refpeftively, 
and deduóted the one from the other, the Bal
lance is our Lofs or Gain by that Branch o f

H  Trade
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ÍTrade; for Example, we find by the Cuflom- 
hottfe Books for the Year .ending 17 2 5 .  that 
our Trade with Francs ftoo thus.

Exports 2 14 ,4 2 2 ,
Imports 14 1 ,6 5 0 ,

Ballance 7 1 ,7 7 1

But the Imports as well as Exports, being 
here rated at the felling Price in our Markets, 
without any Allowance for a Benefit on the A r
ticle o f  Trade; the Ballance o f  72 ,772  muft be 
only the Ballance which would rife in Cafe the 
whole Trade were managed .by Strangers in fo
reign Shipping ; but it is probable that two thirds 
o f  that whole Trade is managed by Natives in 
home built Shipping, and i f  fo, then adding 25 
per Cent. to two thirds o f  our Exports, and de
ducting the fame from two thirds o f  our Imports, 
our Ballance on that Branch will be 1 5 2 ,2 0 2 ;  
but as my prefent Intention is not fo much to be 
exait in the Account it fçlf, as in the manner o f 
flaring it5 I will here diitinguiih it under fuch 
Heads as I have mentioned ; dividing our Imports 
and Exports into 4  equal Parts, ,tnat the Rea
der may the better underitand the Method which 
I  propofe for the more exaft Difcovery o f  the 
Ballance ;

L
Eported in home built Shipping by ? |

Natives to the Value o f j  »
More by Natives in foreign Shipping? -, f 

to the Value o f  1 F f ? ’ * 0 * î
More by Strangersin home built Ship- 7 *■ ,  j

ping to the Value of 5 1
Brought



1  i*
Broughtfover 16 0 ,8 16  £ 

More by Strangers in foreign Ship-? .  .
ping to the Value o f  }  13»°°S  »

Exported in all at our Market-Price to ?  •
the yalue of ^

T o  which if we add 25 />fr C«rf. for? ,
Freight, Expence and Profit J  5’ A

T he feJlingPrice at foreign Markets ? A
may be. i  ” * ~ *'

B ut the Trade being manag’d partly b y  F o 
reigners, they muft be paid their Share o f this z f  
per Cent, which being deduced from the above, 
the Remainder will " be our National Gain by  
Exportation, wherefore

T o ' Strangprs for Freight, Expence^
and profit on 53, 6 05/. w o rth e x - f  t , x
ported by them in foreign Ship-C
ping at 2 5 /. per Cent. J

More to them Expence and Profit o n ^
5 3 , 60s LJ onh  Exported b y f  T
them in our Shipping afrer p^yingi
our felves 5 Lper Cent. Freight J

More for Freighton 53,605 / .w orth y
Exported By us in foreign Y e f - ç  2 ,6 8 0
fels at 5 /. per Cent. > 3

/  ■ In all 2 6 ,8 0 1
And then our Exportation w ill bring us in 2 4 1 , 2 1 $

( 59 >
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35>4 *

But we Import from France as fol
lows, viz.

B y  Natives in home built Shipping! 
to the Value o f  Ç  3 5>4 I 1 i

More by Natives in foreign Shipping.7 
to the Value o f  f  3 5>4 I * i

More by Strangers in home built?
Shipping to the Value o f  $ 55;’ 4 12  *

More by Strangers in foreign Shipping)
to the Value o f  , J  3 J»4 « i

Imported in all at our Market-Price to? 
the Value o f £  14 1 ,6 5 0

From which i f  wededudt 2 5 1.per Cent.l 
for Freight, Expence and Profit. 5

The hrft C oil o f  our whole Import} 
may be j

But we muft add to this Article 25 /. 
per Cent, for fo much o f  our Im 
port as was furniihed by Stran
gers wherefore to Strangers for •
Freight, Expence and Profit on 
3 5 ,4 12  /. worth imported by them 
in foreign Ships at 2 5 1 per Cent.

More to them Expence and Profit on 
3 5 4 12  / worth imported by them 
in our Shipping after paying our 
felves 5 /. per Cent. Ereight

More for Freight o f  3 5 ,4 1 2 /worth 
imported by us in foreign Shipping 
at í I. per Cent.

106 ,238

8,853

70S2

to be added in all 17,706  
And



( 6 i )

. And then the Lofs on our [Imports?
will be 3 * l 2 5>5H 4

But our Exportation brings us 2 4 1 ,2 2 5

Wherefore the Nation is Gainer on the?
Ballance o f  that Trade 3

But i f  we have fent out any Sum o f Money, 
either in Trade or for the Support o f  our Gentry 
travelling in that Country, it is fo much Lofs to 
the Nation, and mull be deducted from our G ain ; 
and having fo done, we ihall not be very much 
miilaken in the Ballance o f  our Lofs and Gain b y  
that Branch ; and fo for any other Branch o f  our 
lawful Trade; which that the curious Reader may 
the better be able to do for himfelf, I  annex here 
to a fhort Abítraél o f  our Exports and Imports 
to and from the feveral Countries with which we 
Trade, at a Medium of the felling Price in our 
Markets for the Year ending Lady-Day 1 7 2 5  ; but 
before I  conclude this EfTay, it may not be im
proper to add the following Remarks on the Ma* 
nagement o f  Trade in general; that when the Bal
lances o f  our particular Trades are difcovered, and 
when we are aiTured which are the advantageous 
and which the detrimental Branches o f  Commerce, 
we may the better be able to apply fuch political 
Remedies, as may effectually flop the Drains 
which before kept the Nation poor, and enlarge
thofe Channels by which the Wealth was re
ceived.

I .  It is highly advantageous to a Nation to ma* 
nage their o*wn Trade in home built Shipping, be- 
caufe in fuch Cafes the whole Freight, Expence 
and Profit is gained to the Nation, on their Exports, 
and faved on their Imports; whereas i f  the Trade

* " an$
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and Navigation is left to Strangers, the Nation 
muit pay 25/. per Cent. {viz. the Freight, E x 
pence and Profit) more than it otherwife would 
lor its Irpports ; and gain fo much lefs on its Exports.

I I .  That Trade is the leait beneficial, which 
takes o f  the Pnmums of Manufactures, and not 
the Manufactures themfelves; b.ecpufe it deprives 
the People o f  Matter to work upon, and gives it 
to Strangers, &  Vice Verfa, that Trade is more 
advantageous which takes off our Manufactures^ 
than that which takesPrimums only; becaufe it pays 
not only for the Produce o f  our Lands, but for 
the Art and L a b o u r  o f our People a ! fo .

I I I .  It is better to buy the Primunjs o f  M a
nufactures from abroad, than the Manufacture ip 
felf, becaufe in the firit Cafe, Value iffues only 
for the Materials, but in the hit, we rouit not 
only pay for the Materials, but for the Labour and 
Art alfo which brought them to peifeCtioij.

I V .  When native Commodities fail to employ 
all the Hands o f  a Country, it is prudent to im
port Foreign, to be manufactured for Re-exporta
tion; becaufe the Improvement thereon from Art 
and Labour, adds confideiably to its Value, and 
is (as it were) a new Commodity which could 
notiiTue without them.

V . Buying in one Country to fell the fame to Ad
vantage in aqother, is a Bufinefs o f  very great Pro
fit, affording not only to the Ship’s Owner and the 
Merchant, but to the Nation .alfo a confiderable 
Gain ; and furniihipg them with a confiant E m 
ployment in one Part or other o f the World, when
ever Trade is dead at Home.

V I .  The nearer Commodities are bought to the
place o f their G row th , the more advantageous
they ^re to tlje Country importing; becaufe Ship’s
F reight, Sailors W ages, i>eing but a C o m m u - 

. c v  si ration
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fation within themfelVes, are no drain to the N a
tion ; and the firft Coft only iiTues ; whereas in 
buying at fécond Hand, the Seller muft be paid 
for áll thefe Things, and a Profit alfo for his Ha
zard, Expence and Trouble; folikewife the farther 
ô ff we can fell our own Commodities, the more 
advantageous tô the Nation, the Expence and Ha
zard o f the Navigation, adding considerably to their 
Price at fuch Markets.

V I I .  T he Quantity o f  exported Commodities, 
and not the Price had for them at Market, enriches 
a Nation; for 50,000 Ells o f  Linen fold at 10/. 
an E ll will bring the Nation but 25,000/. whereas 
10 0 ,0 0 0  Ells o f  the lame Linen fold at 8/. the 
E l l  (which is 1  s. cheaper) brings 40,000/. fo 
that it is the true Intereft o f  a Country, by all 
poflible Means to enlarge their Sales abroad.

V I I I .  T he only way to enlarge our Sales, is to 
enable ourfelves to underfell our Neighbours ; it 
being a ftanding Rule, that he who fells cheapeft 
and beft muft have moft Cuftomers.

I X .  It  is better for a Nation to pay ready M o 
ney to Foreigners importing, than Commodities 
or Manufactures ; becaufe in delivering our M a
nufactures we leave the Benefit on the Article o f  
Navigation, &€. to the Takers, which would be 
Gain to the Nation, i f  we had exported them our 
felves ; whereas in exporting the Money, there is 
very great Hazard and little Profit on the Article 
'of Navigation, &c.

X . Taxes raife the Price o f  Commodities on the 
Confumers, and are therefore very dangerous to the 
Wealth o f  a Country when laid on the Exporta
tion o f  their own Manufactures; but highly ad
vantageous on the Importation o f  fuch as drain

away ou Wealth and perifh among us.

X I. Pre*- —-
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X I .  Premiums on the Exportation o f  Goods 

enable the Merchant to fell them fo much cheaper 
at foreign Markets than he could otherwife afford 
them, and are o f  lingular ufe in Cafes where we 
are underfold by others ; for which reafon, it is 
a Nation’s Profit to give Premiums where the 
Sale o f  their Manufactures would otherwife be 
leffen'd; for fuppofe that in a iooo  /. worth o f  
Linens, we are underfold by Strangers at foreign 
Markets in f o /. and that our Sale thereof is by 
that means ftop’d, a Premium o f 6o /. to the 
Exporter would enable him to fell the fame Parcel 
o f  Linen io  /. cheaper than the Stranger; by 
which means he would infallibly get the Cuftom- 
ers; fo that by giving the Exporter 6o /. (which 
is no Iofs to the Nation i f  he be a Native) there 
isa  iooo  /. brought into the Country which 
wou’d otherwife go to Strangers.

Many other Rules there are for the Regulation 
o f  Trade and Commerce too tedious to be infert- 
ed here ; but they occur more properly in treat- 
ing o f  the particular Branches o f  Trade, in the 
following Chapters, to which I  fhall refer my 
Reader.

And having thus briefly confidered Trade in 
general, I proceed in the next Place to take a 
View o f  that o f our own poor Country, which lies 
bleeding with many Wounds, and calls aloud for 
fome skilful Hand to flop its Iifues ; true it is 
that we labour under heavy Reftriftions, and that 
our Affairs are incumbred with many Difficulties; 
but we muft not therefore give up the Caufe o f 
our Country, and negleft the little which is 
left: Men o f  large Eftates may take their Eafe, 
and think themfelves above that Care and Oeco- 

‘nomy, which is abfolutely neceflary for narrower 
Circumftànces; they can bear many and great

----------- * M if-



Mifmanagements, but one falfe Step may deftroy 
a ilender Fortune, and bring it to nothing; it 
behoves us therefore who have fo fmall an Eftate 
in Trade, and fo many Drains upon it, to employ 
in a more particular manner all our Condud and 
Circumfpeftion in the management thereof, and 
not to fuffer our felves by a falfe way o f  rea- 
foning to be led into fuch a fatal negled of our 
Affairs, as would too quickly bring our little to 
nothing.

I  am forry to find fo univerfal a Defpondency 
amongft us in refpeft to Trade; Men o f all De
grees give up the thoughts o f  improving our 
Commerce, and conclude that the Reftriftions, 
under which we are laid, are fo infurmountable 
that any Attempt on that Head wou’d be vain 
and fruitlefs; but this is a dangerous opinion to 
prevail amongft a People, and may in time throw 
fuch a Damp upon the Spirits o f  the Nation as 
may prove highly injurious to our Bufinefs, there 
being no greater Incentive to Labour and Induftry, 
than the Profpeft o f  Gain, and no greater DiC- 
couragement from them, than the Thoughts o f  a 
poor return; It mayn’ t therefore be improper be
fore we proceed farther to confider, what our 
Succefs has been within thefe laft fifty  Years, 
that we may the better judge* i f  the Trade which 
is ftill left us be worth our looking after.

Sir William Petty in his Political Anatomy o f  Ire- 
land, publilhedin i6 j6 .  computes that the whole 
Territory confiding o f  9000,000  o f  Acres, good 
arable Pafture and Meadow, and 150 0 ,0 0 0  
Acres o f Loughs, Boggs, Shrubbs, Woods, 
friJJ) Plantation Meafure and Strafford Survey, 
afforded an Annual Rent (including His M ajefty’s 
Quit Rents, the Tythes and Tenants Improve- *

I  '* ; ments)



ments) o f  9 o, 000/. and was worth to be pur- 
chafed at the higheft felling Price o f thofe times, 
9 Millions; at prelènt ( c o n f i d e r i n g  the great Im
provements o f  Lands, and the very favourable 
Survey in general) the 9000,000 Acres o f  good 
Arable,Pafture and Meadow, may be worth at a M e
dium o f 4 s. 6 d.per Acre, or i^oi^oooLperA m um . 
and His Majefty’s Quit Rents, the Tythes and 
Tenants Improvements, at a modeft Computation 
799,870/. per Annum, fo that without making 
any Allowwançe for i , fo o ,o o o  Acres of Boggs, 
Woods, &c. the Rents, publick andprivate, ari- 
fing from the reft, is 1 ,8 2 4 ,8 7 0 / .  per Annum. 
and that at 20 Years Purchafe (the loweft felling 
Price o f  this time) is worth 56,497,400 7. or 
4 7 j4 9 7 5 4 °°  more than it was worth in 16 7 6 , 
when that Gentleman made his Calculation; but 
i f  we add to this the great increafe o f our Perfo- 
nal Eftate, and the number o f  Hands which is 
daily added to oùr Induftry ; and if  we at the 
fame time confider that whilft we have been ac
cumulating that Treafure, we had all along la
bour'd under a dead Drain for the Support o f our 
Out-Lyers, which alone has lately been eftima- 
ted at 600,000 /. per Annum. and which in 
the whole cannot be under 23 ,000 ,000 / SterL 
we fha!l:find that ftinted in Trade and wafted by 
Out-Lyers, as we are, there is ftill fomewhac 
left highly deferving of our Care and Circum- 
Ipefíion.

Ireland is in refpeft to its Siruation, the N u m 
ber of commodious Harbours, and the natural 
Wealth which it produces, the firteft Ifland to 
acquire Riches o f  any in the European Seas; for 
as by its Situation it lies themoft Commodious for 
the Weft-Indies, Spain and the Northern or Eaft-

x Countries;
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Countries', fo it is not only fupply’d by Nature 
with all the NecelTaries o f  Life, but can over and 
above export large Quantities o f  its Growth and 
Manufacture to foreign Markets ; infomuch that 
had it been Miftrefs of a Free-Trade, no Nation 
in Europe o f  its Extent could in an equal number 
o f  Years acquire a greater Wealth.

The Commodities which it produces, are Wool, 
Lrncn and Hemp ; Beef, Butter, Tallow and Hides ; 
Kelp, Soap, jijhes, Lead, Iron and Copper ; Fijb  and 
Corn, Salt, Coals, Marble and Timber, o f  each o f  
which large Quantities might annually be export
ed, i f  proper Care were taken to improve the Na
tional Induftry, and to put the Bufinefs o f  which 
we are yetpoifeis’d under proper Regulations : Buc 
before we enter into thofe Particulars, it will be 
proper to take a fliort view o f  the prefent State o f  
the Trade o f  thefe Nations in general, withrefped: 
to the feveral Impropriations thereof, either by 
Charters or slíls of Parliament, and to confider 
what particular Laws have been made in England 
to incumber that which was left us, in which I  
ihallbe iomewhat particular, to ihew o f  what Im
portance our Neighbours have always thought the 
Regulation o f  their Trade, how often they have 
revifed and amended their Commercial Laws, and 
how great a Part o f the National Bufinefs was 
fwallowed up by a few Favourite Companies, 
exclufive o f  the People in general, until the W ii-  
dom o f their Parliaments, roufed up by the In
conveniences arifing from fuch contracted W ays 
o f  a fling, broke their Bonds in funder, and laid 
the Province o f  Trade in a Manner Free and Open 
to all.

T h e  Trade to RuJJia was carried on through 
the Ports o f  the Baltic^. untill the Reign o f  Philip

I  i  and
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and Mary, when the Port o f  Archangel was dif- 
covered, by fome Adventurers o f  London, in at* 
tempting the North Paífage to China; this was 
thought a Matter o f that great Confequence to 
England, that the Adventurers were rewarded with 
a Patent granting to them certain Liberties and 
Immunities exclufive o f  all others their Majefties 
Subjects ; which Patent was by A il of Parliament 
in the 8th of Queen Elizabeth confirmed to them 
and their Succtflors, under the Name o f  the 
Fellowjhip of Englifh Merchants for Difcovery o f 
JVew Trades y but Experience ihewing that io li
mited a Company was unequal to that Trade* 
it was by the ioth and n t h  o f  William I I L  Cap. 
vi. order’d that every Subjeâ o f the Realm o f 
England defiring Admiflion to the faid Company 
ihould upon Payment o f  5 /. to the Company be 
admitted thereto, and enjoy all the Privileges 
and Immunities which the faid Company or Fellow- 
Jhip were any ways intitled to.

The Trade to the Coaftof Jfrick  was attempt
ed by fome Englijb Adventurers towards the lat
ter End o f Queen Elizabeth's Reign, and carried 
on without any particular Privileges, till theitfth 
o f  King James I . when HisMajefty incorporated 
them by a Charter with feveral Powers and Im 
munities, exdufive o f all others His Msjefty’s 
Subjects; but this was not thought fufficient to 
debar others from trading to thoie Parts; and fe
veral particular Merchants tempted by the great 
Gain which they faw the Company make, and 
infilling upon their natural Right, adventured to 
thofe Parts notwithftanding the Company's Char
ter; but thefe Interlopers fharing in the Benefit o f  
all the Expence which the Company was at in 
Forts and Cailles for the Protection o f  their

- T  rade*



Trade, aod contributing nothing to the common 
Charge, were able to underfel the Company, and 
forccd them at laft to give up the Caufe, and with
draw their feveral Stocks; the Dutch in the mean 
time became very intent upon that Trade, and 
finding the Englijh Affairs in thofe Parts uncon
certed and without Power, grew very troublefome 
to our Merchants, and at laft engroffed moft Part 
o f  that rich Trade to themfelves,* whereupon A p 
plication being made to King Charles I .  he in the 
7th Year o f  his Reign granted a new Charter with 
excluiive Privileges like the former; which was 
afterwards confirmed by Cromwell ; but the Inter
lopers had then a fairer Pretence than ever to infift 
on the natural Right ; and fo the Company and 
the Interlopers fell together b y  the Ears, and gave 
the Dutch and Danes a new Opportunity to enlarge 
their Settlements, and to build feveral Forts and 
Faftories on thofe Coafts; till at laft not only the 
Company but the Interlopers themfelves were almoft 
entirely beat out o f  that T  rade.

Soon after the Reftoration, there was a new 
Charter granted by King Charles I I .  but the Dutch 
W ar breaking out in 1664 . De Ruiter their A d 
miral took that Opportunity to deftroy all the £# - 
glifo Settlements on that Coaft ; but when the Peace 
with Holland was concluded, His Majefty invited 
all his Subjefts to a new Subfcription and joint 
Stock, and granted to the Subfcribers thereof, un
der the Name o f The Royal African Company, ano
ther Charter with the lamej exclufive Privileges; 
but the Interlopers ftill carried on a feparate Trade 
very much to the Difadvantage o f  the Company ; 
wherefore in the Year 16 9 7  they applied to the 
Parliament for Redrefs, who found out a Medium 
to reconcile their different Interefts, and by the 9th 
ana 10th o f William I I I .  Chap, 16 .  Ena&ed that
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the Trade to j 4frick  ̂ from England and from the 
Plantations in America ihould be laid open to all 
the Subjeds o f the Realm o f England as well as to 
the Company, they paying to the Company a 
D uty o f lo i. per Cent. for all Commodities im
ported or exported, except Redwood, for which 
only 5L per Cent, is to be paid, and Goldy Silver 
:and Negroes which are free ; and it is by this A d  
•provided, that all the natural born Subjeds ojf 
England paying the Duties afprefaid to the Com- 
ipany, fhalLbe intitled to the fame Protedion, De
fence, and Security, from all the Company’s Forts 
-and Cailles, and the fame Freedom for their’ Nego
tiations and Trade that the Company has or is any 

«ways intitled to, and ihall and may at their own 
•.Expence fettle Fadories on any Part of the Coail 
o f  j 4frick^ within the Limits o f  the Company, 

iviz>. from Cape-Mount to the Cape o f  Good-Hope, 
and from Cape-Blancho to Cape-Mounts without 
.any Hindrance from the Company ; the Duties 
■which are to be paid to the Company are to be 
according to the firft Coft ; and Bonds are to be 
given for the Delivery o f all Goods to be export

e d  from England or the Plantations in the particu
lar Places for which they are defign’d on that 
Coail ; and again like Bond on their Return for 
England or the Plantations. The Continuance o f  
this A d  was but for thirteen Years, and to the 
End of the next Seifion of Parliament ; but not- 
withftandingthe ftrenuous Oppofition o f  the Com
pany it was renew’d by Queen u4nne.

We begun our Trade to Turkey in 15 9 8 , but 
vthat was alfo quickly engrols’d by the Levant Com- 
pany, who obtain’d a Charter from Queen Elizabeth 
for that Purpofe ; the Conititution o f  this Corpo
ration is fomewhat patticular, and I may fay with
out Precedent among all the Monopolies of the

Englijb
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Engtifh Trade; /or limited as it is, there is how
ever no one forbid to Trade thither who ftibjeds 
liimfclt to the Duties impos’d on feparate Traders 
by the Company, in whofe Hands is the entire 
Power o f  fixing the Duties on all the Commodi* 
ties imported from thence; but even this Hard* 
fhip is in E fFift nothing ; for any o f  hisMajef- 
ty  s Subjects are intitled on the Payment o f  jo/, 
to have Admiilxon into the Company, and to en
joy all the Liberties and Immunities thereof.

B y  the Produce o f  the Duties impofed by the
Company they are obliged conrtantly to maintain
a Royal Embafíadórac the Ottoman Court, and to
defray the Expence o f  their feveral Confuis and
Settlements in thofe Parts. I  don’t find that we
are any ways retrain'd from trading thither tho’
I believe without Admiffion into the Companv we
íhouLf find our felves but ill intitled to their Pro- 
te&ion in thofe Parts.

The Fiiheries o f  Greenland and Newfoundland 
were by the 25th o f  Charles I I .  Chap. vii. limi- 
ted to the Inhabitants o f  EngLnd, Wales, or Ber- 
wtck  ̂ upon Tweed, navigating as directed by the 
A ct o f  Navigation, Vi&ualling in England, Wales, 
or Berwick^ and proceeding from thence to the 
Voyage, on which Terms they were to import 
«ny O yl, Blubber or Whales Finns, & c. taken by 
them free from any Curtom or Import whatfoever ;

c r t L eie ^rivilc8cs were by the 4 th and 5 th 
of William and Mary, Chap. xvii. verted in an ex-

u e Company, under the Name o f  the Com 
pany trading to Greenland, with an additional
?  Eni li!h Mafter, and one third o f
Englijb Manners fhould entitle them to the Be- 
neht o f  the z jth -o f Charles I I .  provided they m 
all other Refpefts conformed to the Navigation 
A ft ,  victualled in England, Wales or Berwick, and

proceed.



proceeded from thence direftly to the Fiihery; 
but the Company having in a great Meafure loll 
that Bufinefs to Foreigners either by their own 
Neeled or Incapacity, it was provided by the 
I ft of Queen jinne, Chap. xvi. that notwtthftand- 
iag any Claufe in the 4th and 5th o f Wilham and 
M ari, it (hall and may be lawful for any o f  their 
Maiefties Subjefts whatioever, to go to thole Seas, 
and to have and enjoy all the Privileges that w ere 
granted to the Company by the faid A ft  ; and that 
they ihall not pay any further or other Duty than 
i f  they had been o f  the Company ; this A ft  re
lates only to the Fiihery o f  Greenland, but as to 
that o f  Newfoundland, it was by the 10th an 
n t h  o f  fViUiam I I I .  Chap. xxv . laid open to all 
his Majefty’s Subjefts refiding m England, or m 
anv o f  the Dominions thereunto belonging, in as 
full a manner as the fame has been at any time 
h e r e to fo r e  enjoyed by any of the Subjefts o f  hi* 
Majefty’s P r e d e c e f l b r s .  B y  this A ft  the refpeftive 
Duties to be paid for Goods fiihed in EngUjh Ship
ping, for Goods fiihed in Plantation Ships, and 
for thofe caught in foreign Shipping are fixed ; and 
the entire Government and Management o f that 
Fiihery and Trade is extremely well provided for.

The T r a d e  t o  Sweden and Denmark  ̂w a s  v e i t e d  

in the Eaftland C o m p a n y ,  e x c l u f i v e  o f  a ll  o t h e r s ,  

till b y  t h e  2 5 t h  o f  Charles I I .  Chap. v i i .  i t  was 
l a i d  o p e n  t o  a l l  P e r f o n s  as w e l l  N a t i v e s  as F o r e i g n 

e r s ,  n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g  any t h i n g  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  

c o n t a i n e d  in  t h e  C h a r t e r  o f t h a t  C o m p a n y ,  a n d  

e v e r y  S u b j e f t  o f  t h e  R e a l m  o f  England w a s  by 
this A ft  e n t i t l e d  t o  an Admiflion t o  t h a t  Compa
ny o n  the P a y m e n t  o f  4 0  s.

The Charter by which the Eaft-India Company 
enerofs to themfelves all the rich Trade o f  the 

was granted to the Subfcnbers o f tw oM d-
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lions, advanced upon a Fund for Payment o f  An-' 
nuities at the Rate o f  8 per Cent, purfuant to a 
Power given to King William by the pth and ioth  
of his Reign, Chap. xliv. fince which Tim e, ma
ny other A d s  have been made for the better R e 
gulation o f  that Trade, and for the further Secu
rity o f  the Company againft Interlopers, whereby 
it is made unlawful for any one o f  his Maiefty’s 
Subjeds to trade or go to the Eajl-Indies imlefs 
they be o f  the Company, or are employ’d by them 
or to contribute to, or promote any foreign Com
pany trading to the Eaft from the Auftrian Nether
lands , or to import into any Place bdonginn- 
to the Englifh Crown any o f  the Growth or Ma^ 
nufaftures of the Eaft, unlefs they be fhippcd in 
lome Part o f  Great-Britain, except Cinnamon , 
Cloves, Mace and Nutmegs, which by the 8th
o i Anne and 5 th o f  George, maybe imported from 
other Places by Licence; but I  don’ t find thn Ire
land, except as by the Navigation A ft ,  is exprefly 
reltrain’d from importing from other Countries 
any Eaft-India Goods, but wrought Silks, M uf- 
lins and Callicoes, which by the 5th o f George, 
Chap. xi. they muft import from Great-Britain on
ly o n  Pain o f  Forfeiture o f  Ship and Goods.

The South Sea Company were incorporated by the 
9th o f  Anne, Chap. xx i. with Power to trade from 
the River Oroonoco on the Eaftern Side o f  America 
to the Southern Parts o f Terra dell Fuego, and thence 
tVejtivard as far as Brazil and Surinam, exclufive
of all other her Majefty’s Subjefts; but thefe Pri
vileges were to expire on the Repayment o f  the 
M oney advanced by them after a certain Time 
therein mention’d ; wherefore for the farther E n 
couragement o f the new Company it was though: 
proper by the I oth o f  Anne, Chap. xxx,  to con-

&  t i n u e
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tinue thefe Privileges to them and their SuccelTors 
for ever, notwithftanding the Repayment o f their 
D ebt: In their Hands is the foie Trade to the 
Spanish Weft-Indies, which was granted to England 
in 1 7 1 3 by the 'fficnto, as a Preliminary to the 
general Peace concluded foon after at Vtretckt? The 
jîJJientifts are by their Agreement impower’d to im
port Negroes into his Catholick Ma jelly ’s Domi
nions tor the Space o f 30 Years, paying for every 
Head ç f  4800  Negroes, annually a D uty  o f  33 
Pieces o f  Eight and one third o f  a Piece of-Eight 
in full o f  all Impofitions whatfoever ; arid for any 
further Number which they (hall import a D uty  
only o f 16  Pieces ç f  Eight, and two thirds o f a 
Piece o f  a Piece o f Eight a Head ; but his Catho
lick Majefty referves fp himfelf one fourth Part o f  
the general Gain o f  that Trade upon paying or 
Securing to be paid to the j 4j]ientifts 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  
o f  Pieces o f  Eight \yith the lotereft thereof at 
8 per Cent, towards, carrying on his Majefty’s faid 
4th Part o f the Bufinefs, that being one Quarter 
o f  the Sum which was theught neceifary lor the 
Undertaking, and for the fir ft Eftabliihment o f 
the Company, and tlje ̂ ffientijisàvç to. adjuft their 
Accounts with hisMajefty every fifth Year; but 
his Catholick Majefty by the 24th Article o f  the 
j 4JJiemo> as a further Demónftration o f  his Efteem 
for the Queen o f  Great Britainy has licenfed one 
Ship o f 500 Tyns Burden to trade yearly into 
his Dominions with fuch. Commodities o f  the 
Growth or Manufacture o f Europe as they can 
heft difpofe o f  there; his Majefty ftill referving 
to himfelf one fourth Part o f  the clear Gain there
o f as in the jiffim o , and 5 per Cent. D uty  on the 
other three Parts! o  r. '

Thefe are moft if not all the Monopolies o f  the 
£»&lijb ‘Trade, and I  have been the more particu-

lar
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Iar in deducing them from their firft Original?, that 
the Reader may judge for himfelf how far he is 
affeaed by them. Let us in the next Place confider 
what Laws have been made in England to incum
ber our Trade in particular, and when that is done, 
we lhall be able to judge what Branches o f  our 
Trade are deferving o f  Protection and Encou
ragement, and what are not. And as Navigation 
is the Means by which Trade and Commerce are 
chiefly perform d, ic will bt proper to begin with
ours, and fhew upon what Footing it iLnds at 
prefenr. D

As W  as the People o f  England had reilored 
King Charles TI. and fettled their Affairs on the 
antient Foot, they quickly begun to confider o f 
what Importance it was to them to take care o f  
their Navigation and Commerce ; and finding that 
for want o f  proper Regulations the indufhious 
Hollanders furmlhed all their Markets with foreign 
Commodities cheaper than they could themfelves 
import them, and by that Means left no Encou
ragement to build or fit out Ships in Em  W -  It  
was thought proper to lay fuch a W eifht on all 
Goods imported in foreign Shipping as might en
courage their Merchants to build for themfelves, 
or at lea it to freight home built Shipping in or
der ro fave the extraordinary Duties which they 
mult have paid on foreign Bottoms; and in as 
much as it was cuftomary with the Butch to have 
iQ their Towns confiant Magazines o f  all Kinds 
° f  ioreig n Commodities, which the Em lifb Mer
chants to make a quick Return of their Money, 
and to fave the Expence and Hazzard o f  a tedious 

oyage ufed to buy there : It  was thought pro
per to ay ftrch a Duty on all Commodities that 
were not bought and taken on board in E M  
VeiTels, at the Place o f  their Growth and Pro-

^  2  d u t S i o n ,
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duílion, as might oblige the People o f  England to 
go to the Countries from which the Dutch firft 
brought them ; and by that Means to fave the 
Nation fo much o f  the Coft o f  their foreign Con- 
fumption as the Dutch before exafted on the Ar
ticle o f  their Navigation. And accordingly by 
the 12th  o f  Charles I I .  Chap. xviii- commonly 
called the Navigation A ft , the whole Matter o f  
the Navigation o f  thefe Dominions was regulated 
and modelled ; and as we o f Ireland have the good 
Fortune to be included therein under the fame 
Advantages and ReftritSions with the Inhabitants 
o f  England, it may not be improper to give the 
Reader a particular AbftratT: thereof.

B y  this A  ft (therefore) it is provided that no 
Goods whatfoever fhall be imported or exported 
to or from any o f  his Majefty's Lands, Iflands, 
Plantations, or Territories in AJia, Africk ox Ame
rica, but in Ships truly and bona fide belonging to 
the Subjefts o f England, Ireland, Wales or Berwick  ̂
upon Tweedy or in fuch as are of the Built of and 
belonging to his Majcfty’s faid Lands, Iflands, 
Plantations, or Territories, in AJiar Africk* or A -  
tnerica> navigated by three fourths o f the Mari
ners, and the iV after EnglipJ on Pain o f  the Forfei
ture o f Ship and Cargo, one Third thereof to the 
Governor o f the Place or Plantation where taken, 
one Third to the Difcoverer, and one Third to 
the King.

And that no Foreigner, unlefs naturaliz’d, lhall 
on pain o f  forfeiting Goods and Chatties be Mer
chant or Faftor, in any o f  the faid Places.

And that all Officers upon entring on their 
Office lhall take an Oath to execute .ftriftly this 
Law, and upon negleôing to execute the fame 
ihall be remov’d from their Employment.

( 7 0
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And that no Goods o f  the Growth, Produc

tion or Manufacture o f  j 4Jia, *dfrick_ or America 
fhall be imported into England, Ireland, Wa tsy 
Berwick^ Jw fi]*  or Guernfey ; but in Englifo built 
Ships navigated as above, on pain o f  forfeiting Ship 
and Cargo.

And that no Goods or Commodities which are 
confined to be imported in Englijb built Shipping 
lhall be imported from any other Place but from 
the Place of their Growth and Produftion, or 
from fuch Places as the fame are ufually firft ihip’d 
from on pain o f  Confifcarion o f  Ship and Cargo.

And that all Fifh, F iih-O yl, Blubber, Whale- 
Finns, or Whale-Bones imported into England,Ire* 
land, Wales or Berwick ,̂ and which have not been 
fiihed for and cured by the People thereof in Ships 
truly belonging to them, fhall pay double Aliens 
D u ty ;  (but this as to O y l and Finns is alter’d b y  
25 Charles I I .  Chap. vii. and thereby all People of 
any Nation whatsoever refiding in England, may 
import them D uty free in Englifl,') built Shipping 
navigated as above, provided the fame has been 
fiihed for in fuch Ships.)

And it is further provided, that no Ships but 
EngliJhj built and navigated as above, fhall trade 
from Port to Port o f  England, Ireland, Je r fe j or 
Guernfcj, and that no Stranger or Perfon not natu
ralized fhall be Owner, or Part-Owner in fuch 
Ships on Pain o f  Forfeiture o f  Ship and Cargo 
(but by the ift  o f  James I I .  Chap. xviii. foreign 
Ships brought into England may be imploy'd in 
this Port o f  Trade, paying 5s. per T u n  D u ty  at 
the Port o f Delivery over and above all former 
Duties.)

And it is declared and ena&ed, that where-ever 
any Eafe, Abatement, or Privilege is given in 
the Book o f Rates to Goods imported or exported



in Englijh built Shipping, the fame (hall be under- 
flood to mean Ships built in England* Ireland; 
Wales, Jerfiy  $r Quernfej, or in his Majefty’s:faid 
Lands, Iflandsj Territories or Dominions in AJta> 
Africa, or America^ navigated during the whold 
Voyage, by an Englifi Mafter, and at leaft three 
fourth.s o f  the Mariners Engli/h, which by the 
14th of Charles\\l. Chap. xi. is declared to mean 
Submits of England, Ireland, or the Plantations.
, A nd:itté further enaCted, that no Commodities 

b f  the G«;owth or Manufaârure o f  Ruffia or M uf- 
covy, no lort o f  Matts, Timber or Boards 1 no 
foreign Salt, Rofin, Pitch or Tar, Hemp or Flax ; 
no Raifins* Firrs, Prunes, or O live-O yl; no fort 
o f  Corn or Grain, Sugar, Pot-Aihes, Wines, ViV 
negar, Aquavitæor Brandy ; no Currants, or Com
modities p f  the Growth or Manufacture o f  the 
Ottoman Empire, or o f  the Dependencies thereon 
jhall be irti ported into England, Ireland, Wales or 
Berwick^ but in Enghjb built fhipping navigated as 
^above, or in Ships belonging to the Countries 
which product them refpeftively,or the Ports where 
the fame are ufually firlt ihip’d from, and where
o f  the Mafter and three fourths o f  the Mariners 
*3.re o f  fuch Country or Place refpeCtively on Pain 
•of Forfeiture o f Ship and Cargo.
.  Provided always, that all the above Goods, and 
:J ike wife all Wines o f the Growth of France or 
t Germ any s SpaiH or Portugal, M adera the Canaries, 
jor Weflern ijhvds* which fhall be imported in Ships 
{belonging to the refpeCiive Places of their Growth 
3ônd Production, or to the Places ôr Ports respec
t iv e ly  from whence the fame are ufually firft fhip’d, 
and not in Englijb built ihipping navigated as afore

sa id , (hall pay double Aliens Duty,* but bÿ the 
14th of , Charles I I .  Chap. xi. no fort o f Wine, 

1 other than Rhenifh, no fort o f  Spices, Grocery, 
s i  Tobacco,
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Tobacco, Pot-Afhes, Pitch, Tar, Salt, llofin, 
Peal, Fur, Timber or O live-O yl, fhall be im
ported into England from the Netherlands or. Ger
many, on Pain o f  Confifcation o f  Ship and Cargo. 
. And that no foreign built Ship fhall be dteóir 
ed orpafs as a Ship belonging to England, Ireland. 
Wales i or Berwick^ unleis the Owners or Part- 
Owners thereof, have firft made Oath that they 
are Subjects o f  England, Ireland, Wales or Berwickj 
that no Alien has any Share or Intereft therein, 
*nd that they have really and bona fids purchafed 
the fame for valuable Confederation ; and R eg is
ters o f fuch Oaths fhall be kept at the refpeftive 
Ports oi England and Ireland, whereof Duplicates 
ftiall be returned to the chief Of&csts o f  the Cuf- 
toms in Louden and Dublin refpeftively.

And all Officers negle&ing to demand Certifi
cates, or allowing any Ship for Englifh built which 
is not. really fuch, or allowing the Privilege o f  
this A ft  to any Ship until Proof firft made, thâc 
the Mafter and three fourths o f  the Mariners are 
o f  the Place or Country from which the Goods 
are carried, or otherwife negleiting to execute 
that Statute, fnall for their firft Offenci lofe their 
Office, Place or Government.

Provided always» that nothing’ therein Qiail re- 
ftrain or hinder the Importation'of the Commo
dities o f  the Striights or Levant Séas from.tjhç ufu- 
al Places o f  loading them in thofe Seas ia Englifi 
built -Shipping navigated as aforelaid.

And provided, that nothing therein, ihall reftrain 
the Importation o f  Eafi-India Goods from the u- 
fual Places o f  loading them to the Smtb-warei and 
Eafi-ivard o f  the Cape o f  Good-Hope, in the afote- 
faid Ships navigated as aforefaid, tho the fame be 
not the Places o f their Growth.or Produftion.

I»
I
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And provided alfo, that it may be lawful M  

the People o f  EngUnd, Ireland, Wales, Jerfey, 
and Gutrnfey, to import from the Ports of Spain 
or Portugal, the Azores, the Madera or Canary- 
IJlands in Englijb built Ships navigated as aforefaid, 
all Commodities o f  the Growth, Production or 
-Manufacture of the Plantations or Dominions o f
either o f them refpeftively.

And provided, that the faid A it  ihall not extend 
to Bullion nor to Goods taken by way o f Repri- 
fals by any Ship o f  England, Ireland, Wales, Je r -  
fey, or Guernfey, navigated as above.

And provided, that the faid A ft  lhall not extend 
to lay Aliens Duty upon Scotch Corn, Salt and Fiih 
importfcd in Scotch Ships, whereof three Fourths 
o f  the Mariners and the Mafter are His Majefty's 
Subjefts, nor upon Seal-Oyl o f Ruffia imported
in Englijb built Shipping.

And that all French Ships trading to England, 
Ireland, or Wales, lhall pay to the Colleftor o f  
the Port wherein the loads or unloads any Goods, 
or takes or delivers any Paffengers 5 Per Tun , 
which ihe ihall be computed to be o f  Burthen, 
which D uty was to continue till three Months 
after that o f  50 Soilsimpofed on Englifh Shipping 
by the King o f  France ihould be taken off.

And that no Sugars, Cotton, Wool, Indigoes, 
Ginger, Fuftick, or other D ying Wood, o f  the 
Produftion, Growth or Manufacture of any En- 
clilJ) Plantation in Afta, Africk. or America, ihall 
be Ihip’d or convey’d from any of the faid Englijb 
Plantations, but to lome other o f  thefaid Plantations, 
or to England, Ireland Wales or Berwick, on pain 
o f  Forfeiture o f  Ship and Cargo.

And all Ships defign’d for the Plantations from 
England, Ireland, Wales, or Berwick,, lhall give
Bonds o f  1000  /, with one Surety, i f  the Ship
■ -------- ------------------- '  be



b e  under 10 0  T u n s ,  and o f  2000 I. i f  over; 
that in  cafe they take on Board any Plantation 
Commodities, they ihall import them into Eng
land, Ireland, Wales, or Berwick^ the danger o f  
the Seas excepted; and all Governors o f  Planta
tions /hall there take Bonds o f  like Penalty from 
all other Ships permitted to trade thither, that all 
Goods taken o n  Board by them in the Planta
tions ihall be by them delivered in England, I n - 
Lwd, Wales or Bcrwickj and.all Ships Sailing from 
the Plantations with luch Goods on Board, with
out fi.it palling fuch Bond ihall be forfeited with 
Cargo, Rigging and Apparel; and all Governors 
are obliged twice every Year to return Copies 
ot all iuch Bonds to the chief Officer o f  the 
Cuitoms in London.

It may not be improper to obferve, that this 
Law in it felt was fo far from being a Hardihip 
upon us, that it not only fecured the Navigation 
or our own Country, inwards and outwards to 
our felves, but gave us alfo the fame Immunities 
and Freedoms with the People o f  England in re- 
fpect to their Imports and Exports, and enabled 
us to trade from England to all the Dependencies 
on the Englijh Crown, on equal Terms with Eng
land, to partake of the Premiums granted on their 
Importations and Exportations and to carry on 
a 1  rade with them on better Terms, and forlefs 
Duties than any other Nation in the W orld; and 
the only Hardihip we fuffer by it is from the 
Exaftions o f  the Eaft-India Company on thofe 
Commodities o f  the Eajl, which we by fubfe- 
quent Laws are forbid to go ror our(el<ves to the 
Place of their Growth or Production, or to im
port from any other Place but England.

b y  the above Aét, we could trade freely to 
and lrom the Plantations diredtly, but by i f t h

L  Char la
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Charles I I .  Chap. vii. no Commodities o f  the 
Growth of Europe were to be imported to the 
Plantations, but fuch as were laden and put on 
board in England, Wales, or Berwick  ̂on pain o f  
Confifcation, except Salt for the Fifheries o f 
New-England^ and Newfoundland^ Wine from the 
Aladeras, and Azores*) and Horfes, Servants and 
Victuals from* Scotland and Ireland, to which was 
added by the 3d and 4th of Anne> Chap. viii. 
and by the 3d o f George I. Chap. xxi. Linen from 
Ireland; but Ireland not being named in the new 
Law , we did not think ourfelves bound by it, 
and carried on our Trade as before; wherefore 
by the 22d and 23d o f  Charles I I .  chap xxvi. it 
is ordered, that the Word Ireland, fhall for the 
future be left out o f  all Bonds taken for the D e
livery o f  the aforefaid Plantation Commodities; 
by wliich means tho* we were not exprefly for
bid to import them, yet the Bonds being to be 
given for Delivery in England, Wales or Berwick* 
we could not without incurring the Penalty o f 
our Bonds, deliver them any where elfe; and by 
that means we fell under the Limitations o f the 
Navigation A ft , the Plantation Ad:, &c. This 
A d  was but temporary, till by a Claufe in the 
5 th o f  George I . chap. xi. it was continued fo 
long as the A d  o f  Tonnage and Poundage fhould 
endure * the 25th o f  Charles I I .  chap. vii. gave 
us another Loop Hole to creep out at; for by 
that A d ,  all Ships refuting to give Bond, were 
only to pay certain Duties therein enumerated; 
but by the Plantation A d  o f the 7th and 8th o f  
William I I I .  chap. xxii. it is declared that the 25th 
o f  Charles I I .  related only to Goods carried from 
one Plantation to another, and that notwith- 
ftanding the Duties ordered to be paid by that 
A d ,  all Ships whacfoever fliall give fuch Bonds

as
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as are requir’d by the 12th , 22d, and 23d o f  
Charles I I .  and afterwards in the 15th  Settion o f  
the fame A ft , to put matters intirely out o f  Dif* 
pute, it is order’d, that no Commodities o f  the 
Growth or Manufafture o f  the Plantations, fhall 
on any Pretence whadoever, be landed in Ireland, 
or Scotland, unlefs the fame has firft been landed 
in England, and has paid the Rates and Duties, 
wherewith they are there chargeable by Law , i f  
they be not really forced on Shore, and ftranded 
by ftrefs o f  Weather ; in which Cafe they may 
be taken on Shore for Safety, but not put to Sale 
until firft fhipp’ d off for England, landed there, 
and brought back again to Ireland; but all the 
Duties either paid or fecured to be paid on land
ing o f  Plantation Commodities in England, are en
tirely drawn back, or Security * vacated, on R e 
exportation o f  the fame; except that on Sugars, 
which leaves behind one half o f  the old Subfidy, 
or 6d. o f  the Pound Rate.

Thefe are the principal Reftriftions laid upon 
us in refpect to the Plantation Trade ; fo that we 
are ftill upon a better Footing in relpeft to that 
Bufinefs, than any other Nation in E9rope> i f  not 
upon quite fo good a one as England ; I proceed 
in the next Place to confider the Laws which were 
made in England, in relation to our woollen Trade.

B y  the 3d o f Edward I V .  chap. iv. the Im 
portation o f  Cloth and all other Manufactures, 
was prohibited in general W ords; but the fame 
was afterwards declar’d not to extend to the 
Wares or Commodities o f  Ireland ; fo that not- 
withftanding the Prohibition, we might ftill im
port our Woollen Manufactures ; and upon this 
Footing we ftood till the Reftoration ; when by 
the 12th  of Charles I I .  chap. iv. which granted 
the Subiidy o f Tonnage and Poundage, all manner

L  2 o f

( 83 )



( « 4 )
o f  Woollen Cloths imported were rated at 8 I. 
a Yard, and To in proportion for moil other W ool
len Manufactures, without any particular Refer- 
vation as in that o f  the 4th o f  Edward I I I .  for 
thofe o f  Ireland; but i f  this Book o f Rates affect
ed the Manufactures o f Ireland, we had however, 
this Comfort, that we could export out Wooll 
raw or manufactured to any other Part o f the World, 
where we found a Market for them ; till by the 
12th  of Charles I I .  chap. xxxii. it was enaâed, 
that no Wooll, Woollfels, Shortlings, Mortlings, 
Yarn madeof Wooll, Wooll Flocks,Fullers-Earth, 
or Fulling-CIay, iliould be exported from Eng
land, Ireland, Hailes, or Berwick  ̂ upon 7 w e d ,  into 
Scotland, or any other Place out o f His Majelly’ s 
Dominions, on Pain o f Forfeiture o f  Ship and 
Cargo, and Confifcation o f  the Goods and Chat
tels o f  the Mafter; by the 14th o f  Charles I I .  
chap. xviii. Offences againft the 12th o f  Charles I I .  
was made Felony, in the Owners, Aiders, and 
Abettors; and had they rtiled here, we fhould 
have had no Reafon to complain, fince the Pro
hibition to export raw Wooll, &c. would have 
laid us in ^ fhort time under a Neçeflîty to 
betake ourfelves to the Woollen Manufacture, 
without which we could not difpofe of one Lock 
o f  our Wooll, to any Country but England.

In this Situation our Woollen Trade remain’d 
till the Revolution, when by the firlt o f William 
and Mary, chap xxxii, the better to fecure the 
Wooll o f Ireland to England, it was enaCted, that 
no Wooll, &c. fhould be fhipp’d off from any 
Ports o f  Ireland, but from Dublin, Waterford> 
TotighalU Kingfale, Cork̂  and firogheda ; and from 
thence only to certain Ports therein mention’d in 
England.

So



So much o f  the 14th o f  Charles I I .  as made the 
Exportation o f  VV00II Felony, was repeal’d by 
the 7th and 8th o f  William I I I .  chap. xxviii. and 
fome little Alterations was made in the Ports o f  
Import and Export ; but foon after finding, that 
the Reftraint laid upon the Exportation o f  our 
W ooll, had made us apply with double Afliduity, 
to the Manufa&ure thereof ; and that we already 
exported o f  fuch Commodities to foreign Markets, 
it was thought fit to throw a Damp upon that 
Branch o f our Induftry ; and accordingly by the 
ninth and tenth oflVtl.iam  I I I .  chap. xl. the E x 
portation o f  Fullcrs-Earth, and fcouring Clay for 
Ireland was forbid, under fevere Penalties, in or
der to incommode our Manufactures, by with
holding from them thofe ufeful Ingredients. B y  
the 10th and 1 1 th  o f  William I I I .  chap. x. no 
Wooll, Woollfels, Shortlings, Mortlings, Wooll- 
Flocks, Worfted, Bay or Woollen Yarn, Cloth- 
Serges, Bays, Kerfeys, Frizes, Druggets, Shal
loons, Stuffs, Cloth-Serges, or any other Dra- 
pery, Stuff, or Woollen Manufacture whatfo
ever, is to be exported from Ireland, to any 
Part o f the World but England', and that only 
from the Ports o f  Dublin, Waterford, Toughall, 
Kingfale, G r^and  Drogheda, to which Rofs was af
terwards added in Ireland, to the Ports o f  Bidde- 

Barnjlable, Aiinebead, Bridgewater, Briflol, 
Milford-Haven, Chejier and Liverpool in England; 
firit giving Bond with two fufficient Securities, 
for the Delivery thereof in fome o f  the Ports a- 
fortfaid, under Pain o f Forfeiture o f  Ship and Cargo, 
with 500/. for every Offence, and 4 / .  a Piecefor 
every Mafter and Sailor o f  fuch Ships as ihall ex
port the fame, and for every Perfon in any wavs aid- 
} g or sflifting therein, one half o f  the Forfeiture, 
prc. to the Informer, and the other half to the O f-

4  ficer?
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ficers o f the Irijb  Exchequer, to be hid out for 
the Encouragement of our Linen Manufacture; 
and all Offences againft this A ft  were tryable in 
any Court o f Record in Ireland or England at the 
Election o f  the Profecutor, provided always that 
Acquittals in Ireland fhould be no Bar to a Piofe- 
cution in England, with many other Provifoes and 
Regulations, too tedious to be here inferted.

But it may be proper to obferve, that by the 
14th  Section o f the above Statute, it is enafted, 
that it fhall and may be lawful to import into 
licenc’d Ports in England from licenc’d Ports in 
Ireland, all manner of Wooll and Woollen Manu
factures, fo as Notice be firft given to the Com- 
miflioners or chief Managers of His Majefty s Cu- 
ftoms in Englandy or to the chief Cuftomer or 
Colledor in the Port to which the fame is intend
ed to be brought, o f  the Quantity, Quality and 
Package, together with the Numbers thereof, with 
the Name o f  the Mafter and Ship on which they 
are to be laden, and the Port for which intended, 
and fo as Bond with one or more fufficient Surety 
o f  treble the Value be firft given, that the fame 
(the Dangers o f  the Seas excepted) ihall be landed 
accordingly, and fo as Licence be alfo firft had 
under the Hands o f the Commiffioners for the 
Time being, or three o f them, or from the chief 
Cuftomer ‘ where fuch Bond is to be given fqr 
the landing and importing the farne;  ̂ which L i 
cence they are authorized and requir’d to granr, 
without any Fee or Reward, or any other Chaige 
to the Perfon demanding the fame, any Law, Sta
tute or Ufage to the contrary in any wife not-
withftanding.

N ow  i f  it be true, that there can be nothing
nugatory m an A ft  of Parliament, and th«K ev̂ >̂
Claufe thereof muft either grant or reftrain fome-

thing,



thing, which was before forbid, or allow’d ;  this 
Provifo mull needs enable us to import our 
Woollen Manufactures as well as our Wool], D u ty  
free into England; For before the palling this Law 
( i f  Irijl) Woollen Manufactures fell within the 
Meaning o f  the 12  th o f  Charles I I .  chap. i v. which 
was the worit o f  our CafeJ we might import into 
England all our Woollen Manufactures, fubjeft to 
the Duties charg’d thereby on Woollen Manufac
tures in general ; and i f  this enabling Claufe gives 
leave only to import them fubject to the former
Duties, it leaves us where we were; that is to fay,
i f  liberty to import them fubjeft to a D u ty  equal 
to the Value o f  the Commodity itiêlf; which 
would therefore be intirely nugatory and trifling j 
but I  fubmit to better Judges and to Perfons 
learned in the Law, o f  what Force or Efficacy 
this enabling CJaufe may be in refpe<5fc to our 
Woollen Manufactures; >tis true however, that I  
can t but think it the Intereft o f  England to allow 
us fuch a Freedom, becaufe on the one Hand, i f  
the People of Ireland are guilty o f  any unlawful 
Exportation o f  Wooll, or Woollen Manufaéèures, 
it proceeds intirely from the Prohibition o f  ex
po? ring them to England: And becaufe on theo- 
ther hand, i f  fuch a Liberty were allow’d, the 
Multitude o f  Hands and the large Quantities o f  
Wcoll which are at prefent employed in furniih- 
ing coarfe Cloths for their home Confumption, 
would then in a great Meafure be fpared from that 
Siulinefs, to furnifh matter for larger Exports o f  
thole fine and valuable Cloths, & c. which they 
lend to Turkey, and to the feveral Ports o f  the M edi
terranean and Levant-Seas; but it is however proper 
to obferve, that there has not been fince tlîe paf- 
fing o f  this A6i any Exportation o f  Woollen 
Manufactures from Ireland, except o f  fuch as

were

( 8 7  )



were eafed of Duties by other Ad.s ; fuch as comb d 
W ooll, which comes free under the Denomination 
o f  Wooll, Bay and Woollen-Yarn, made free by 
the ift o f Anne 2d SeJJions, chap. viii- Frize and 
Stockings which are fubjeft to lighter Duties by
the old Book o f  Rates, &c.

B y  the ift  o f  Anne, chap. xii. o f  the 2d SeJJionŝ
we were enabled to export the neceiTary Clothing 
and Accoutrements o f  certain Regiments o f  our 
Eftabliihment to the Leeward-JJlands, wherein 
they were canton’d ; but by the 3d and 4th1 o f  
the fame Reign chap. viii. no Woollen Manufac
tures whatfoever were to be imported into the 
Plantations, but what have been taken on board 
in England, on pain o f  Forfeiture, cvc.

B y  the 3d of George, chap. viii. fo much o f the 
10th and n t h  o f  William I I I .  as veiled one half 
of the Forfeitures for unlawful Exportation o f 
Wooll in the Exchequer o f Ireland is repealed, 
and the Remainder o f that half after defraying the 
Expence of the Profecution is given to the Crown ; 
and for the more Impartial trying o f all fuch A c
tions, as iliall for the future be brought by virtue 
o f  any A ft  now in being, for preventing the un
lawful Exportation o f  Wooll and Woollen M a
nufactures, it is provided that all fuch A  ôtions 
fhall be tried in the Four-Courts at Dublin, by a 
Jury  o f lawful Freeholders, to be fummoned out 
o f  any County, but that wherein the Faft was 
committed; and the 5th o f George, chap. xi. ex- 
tends the Penalty o f the ioth and n t h  or Zr//-' 
Ham I I I .  even to the loading o r  carrying o f  
W ooll or Woollen Manufactures with Intent to
export them contrary to Law.

Thus therefore ftands our Woollen Trade, we 
can export neither Wooll nor Woollen Manufac
tures to any part of the World but England, and 

J even
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even to England we can export none o f  our Ma
nufactures o f  that Commodity; becaufe the D u
ties laid upon them amounts to a Prohibition, 
notwithftanding the enabling Claufe o f the ioth  
and n t h  of William I I I .  fo that we are under a 
fevere Neceility to fend all our Wooll out raw 
and unmanufactured, and to take fuch Prices as 
the Monopolizers thereof are willing to give us for 
i t ;  but it won’ t perhaps be amifs to obferve, that 
the Duties on Woollen Manufactures imported 
into England, and the Draw-backs upon the R e
exportation thereof are as follows, viz,.

Duties on Importation. Draw backs on Re
exportation*

I  s. d. 20 I /. d. 10
For all manner o f  W ool-) 

len Cloths the Y a r d J  ^
Flannel the Yard o, o , 4 , 1 5
Frize o f  Ireland the Yard o, o, 4 , 1 1  
Cloth Rafhes the Piece i , i i ,  3 , 1 2  
Double Says or Series? n

the Yard }  ° ’  8’ ro
Mild Says the Piece P 1 I7 ,  1 ,  4 
Stuffs o f  all Sorts made^

o f or mix’d w ith > o ,  3, 6 ,15  
Wooll the Yard j  

Irijb  Ruggs the Piece o, i j io .ifS '
Blankets or Mantles co-7

lour'd the Piece 5 ° ’ 5 ’ 9 , 12
Ditto uncolour’d o, 2 , 10 ,  4

X, Oj 2, ^

0, o, 4, 5 
o, o, 4, 7

2, 9 , o

O, I,: j ,  t

O, 2y l l y t *

Oy I ,  7 , O 

O, J ,  2, O 

Oj 2.« 4>IO

I  have inferted this Table that the Reader may 
judge, i f  by the Benefit o f  thefe Draw-backs we 
might be able to fend any o f our Woollen Ma-

M  nufa&ures



nufafturçs to the Plantations, or to the Levant- 
Seas, in Cafe they be liible to the Duty.

1  he Importation o f Black^Cattle and Sheep into 
England was by the 15th o f Charles II .  chap. vii. 
loaded with a Duty equal to a Prohibition ; but 
by the 1 8 th o f  the fame Reign, chap. I I .  the Im
portation of great Cattle, Sheep and Swine, Beef, 
Fork» and Bacon was declared a common Nuiance, 
and forbid on pain of Forfeiture, one half to the 
Poor o f the Parifh, the other to the Seizer; but 
this being a temporary Law, was revived by the 
3 id  of Charles I I .  chap. ii. which extended the 
fame Penalties and Forfeitures to Mutton, Lamb, 
Butter and .Cheefe, and continued it for ever; fo 
much o f  this A ft  however as related to Bacon 
was repealed by the 5 th and 6th o f  William and 
Maryy chap. ii. fo that our Beef Trade is free and 
open to all Places of the World but England.

Linen and Hemp, and all the Production there
of, certified by theCommiflionersof theCuftoms 
o f  Ireland to be o f  the Growth and Manufactures 
o f  that Kingdom, may by the 7th and 8th o f 
K\ngWilliam, chap. xxxix. be imported 'moEng» 
land. free from any manner o f Cuftom or Duty 
whatfoever; the fame Liberty to the Plantation! 
was allowed us by the j-d and 4th o f j 4nne^chap. 
viii. but this being a temporary Law, the 3d of  ̂
George I. chap. xxi. has continued it fo long as 
Britijb Linen may be imported into Ireland with
out paying Duty ; and adds, that Irijh  Linen im
ported into England, may afterwards be imported 
to the Plantations, free from Duty.

7 'hefe are all or moit o f  the Reftriftions laid 
upon our T rade by Englifh Laws ; fo that there 
remains free for us to work upon, Linen and 
Hemp, and all the Productions thereof; Beef, 
Butter, Tallow, raw and tann’d Hides, Kelp,
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Soap, Afliesr  Lead, Iron and Copper, Fifli o f all 
Sores, F iih-O yl, Salt, Corn, Coals, Marble and 
Timber, together with all the various Sorts o f  
Manufactures, which arife from the Commodities 
of other Countries imported in the W ay o f Trade; 
fuch as Cotton and Silk, dying Stuffs, Pitch and 
Tar, Gold and Silver, Timber and Naval Stores; 
to which may be added the carrying Trade, and 
that o f  buying in one Country to fell to Advan
tage in another, a Bufinefs o f as great Profit to 
the particular Trader, and indeed to the Nation 
in general as any other, and fuch as our depend
ing Circumfhnces feem more particularly to adapt 
us for, having the Advantage o f  all other Coun
tries in our Navigation to England and its Depen
dencies, being the only People in the World, who 
in cheapnefs o f  Building, Victualing, and Sail
ing, can rival the Dutch; and the Bufinefs itfelf, 
being fuch as would in no ways clafh with that 
o(England) but rather promote and advance i t ;  
o f  all which Matters I defign to treat more at 
large in the following T ra its ; but firft it will be 
proper to take a ihort View o f  the Wants and 
Superfluities o f  foreign Countries, that we may 
fee how large a Field we have to expatiate in, 
tho* all our own Growth ihould be deny'd a free 
Exportation.

England exports all Sorts o f  Woollen Manufac
tures, fortable Goods and fmall Wares ; Copper, 
Lead, Iron, Beef Butter, Fifh, Tallow, Cheefe 
and tann’d Hides; Cyder, and diftill’d Liquors ; 
Bark, Corn, and Coals ; manufactured Silks, rich 
and Plain ( to Ireland and the Plantations only) 
Eajl and Wefi-India Goods, Gold and Silver ; and 
requires all Sorts o f  unmanufaCtur’d and raw Silks, 
all Plantation Commodities, Wool raw, comb’d 
andfpun; Flax, Hemp, Linen, and Linen-Yarn;

M  i  Fruits*
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Fruits, Wines and Brandies; Eaft-India Gôods, 
RuJJia-Leather, and Furrs ; Pitch and Tar, Cor
dage and Tim ber; Kelp, C a ille -Soap, Spanijh- 
Wooll, Bullion and Gems ; Train-Oil, Blubber, 
ÏVhale-Finns and Iv o ry ; the trading Towns and 
Harbours o f England are lufficiently known to us, 
wherefoic I fhall pafs them over.

T h ?Engii(b Plantations in America  ̂ which con
tribute nor a little to the Trade and Riches of 
England, are New-England^ Virginia, Aiciry-Landt 
N ew  - Torkfi Penfilvania^ Carolina, &c. on the 
Continent, and the Iflands o f Barbadoes, Antegoay 
Nevis, and St. Chrijiopbers, Monferrat, the Iiland 
of Jamaica, & c. the Commodities which they 
afford are Mufcovadoes and Sugars; Indigo, Gin
ger, Cotton, Tobacco, Piamento, Fuftick, Log
wood and other dying Woods ; Fifh, Bark, T im 
ber, Pitch and T a r ;  and what they require are 
Cloths and Linens ; Hatts, Shoes, Stockings, 
Iron, Copper, Lead, Beef, Butter, Tallow, 
Leather, Manufactures o f  all Sorts, and Wines, 
but particularly thofe o f Madera and Azores, and 
Negroes from the Coaft o f  Africk.

Under the Head o f Englijb Plantations may be 
eenfider'd alfo Greenland and Newfoundland, thefe 
require nothing but an Application to the hilling 
Trade, and they furnifh in return an immenie 
Treafureby Train-Oil and Blubber, Whale-Finns, 
Sperma-Ceti, Cod, Haddock and other Fiih ; 
this Bulinefs is intirely open to us, and we by 
our Situation, the cheapness of our Vi&uals, and 
the low Price o f  our Labour feem much better 
qualified to carry it on than the Dutch, who in 
the Space of 4 6 Years, have fiihed out o f  thofe 
Seas fourteen Millions, Sterling. But for this I  
refer the Reader to Mr. View of the Green
land Trade, and for a curious Syftem o f the- Ex? 
pence and Profit o f that Buiinei&alfo. pen*



Denmark  ̂is a poor Country, and has no coniî- 
derable trading Tow n but Copenhagen; it is how
ever rendred of very great Importance by its Com
mand o f  the Sound, which is as it were the K ey  
o f  the Baltlckj Its Exports are Wheat, R y e , and 
lean horned Cattle; bait Norway which is in fub- 
jedlion to the King o f  Denmark* tho* a very poor 
Country, alfo furnifhes confiderable Quantities o f  
Timber o f  all Sorts, Pitch and T a r ;  fome C op- 
per and Iron; dried Filli, Furrs, Buck-Skins, 
Aihes, Butter and Tallow : T h e Poverty of thefe 
People allows but a fmall Confumption of foreign 
Commodities, which makes Dutch Dollars, Spanijb 
Cobbs, and other Coins, a neceffary Ingredient 
to maintain a Commerce with them ; the follow
ing Commodities however fell well there; all 
Sorts o f  Spices and Druggs, Salt, Sugar, Canary, 
Vinegar, Brandy, Cheefe, Tobacco-Rolls, Silks, 
Linen and Woollen Manufa&ures.

The Trade of Sweden is much more confider
able, affording the beft Copper in the W orld; Iron, 
Steel and Lead in great Quantities ; Muskets and 
Piftols; Cannons for Ships, Bullets, Pikes, H el
mets and Breaft-Plates; Brafs-Wire, Pitch and 
T a r ;  Marts, Planks, and Yawls or Barks made o f  
Deal; its chief Port is Stockholm, and the Goods 
which it takes in Barter are much the fame that 
Denmark  ̂and Norway require,

Pomerania is a Country o f  great Trade, not 
only on account o f  its native Riches, but on ac
count alfo o f  the Advantages it receives from the 
R iver Oder which runs through it and conveys 
the Produce o f Brandenburgh and Silefia to its Mar
kets ; its principal Sea-Ports are Straelfund, Wool- 
gaft, Stetin and Coleberg } and the Commodities 
had there in greateft Abundance are Corn, H o
ney, W ax, Butter, Iron, Lead ; W ooll, T inn,

flax ,
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Flax, Linens of Silejia, and Timber ; the Goods 
which fell beft there are, Wines and Brandies; Salt, 
.Tobacco, hammer’d or coin’d Silver and Spices*

PruJJia is divided into the Royal and the D u 
cal, the laft o f which is fubjed to the King o f  
PruJJia; the moil o f its Trade is carry'd on at 
Koningsberg and Memell; the firit is iituated on 
the Mouth of the River Pregel, and is much fre
quented by Strangers; but the River being fome- 
what intricate and unfafe, Ships o f Burthen ge
nerally unlade at Pillaw to get up the eafier to 
Koningsbergy where may be had great Quantities o f  
.Oak for Coopers Work, Afhes, Wheat, Leather 
and Furrs; Rice, Honey, W ax, Barley, Millet 
and Hemp; the following Goods kll well there, 
Cloths, Wines and Brandies; Cheefe, Salt, T o 
bacco, Spices, Iron, Lead, Tinn, and hammer'd 
or coin’d Silver.

The chief trading Town o f Poland (which is 
one o f  the moil fruitful Countries in the World) 
is Dantz,ick  ̂in Royal Prttjjia; this C ity  by its Si* 
tuation on the Mouth of the J/'ifltilay a River na
vigable almoil three Hundred Leagues into the 
Country, feems to be particularly adapted for 
Trade ; and it is not one o f the leail Advantages 
which it enjoys to be govern’d by Laws o f its 
pwn Making ; it is a Republick, though under 
the Protedion o f  the Crown o f  Poland, and en
joys this Privilege, that npne but the Inhabitants 
can buy any Corn that enters their Port; but they 
are under Obligation however to take alj that comes 
at fuch a Rate as the Magiilrates affix. The Poles 
are great Strangers to Trade and Navigation, and 
very little expert in Manufadures, which Jay* 
them under a Neceflity, tho’ poiTeft'd o f  a moil 
fruitful Country, to be indebted to Strangers for 
many T h ings The Commodities in which they

abound
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abound are Grain o f  all Sores, Cattle, W ax and 
Honey ; Mines of Salt, Iron, Lead,Copper,Quick- 
Silver, Vitriol, Salr*Petre and Sulphur; Oak, Deal, 
Hemp, Flax, Tallow, Pitch and Tar ; yellow A m 
ber, Bull and Cow-Hides, Furrs and Wooll ; and 
thofe which they require from abroad, are all Sores 
o f  Silks and Cloths, Woods for dying, Wines 
and Brandies o f all Sorts o f  Spices, Italian Cremacar- 
tar, Sugar, O yl, Wines and Brandies, D iuggs, 
Salt and fmall Wares.

The Dutchy o f Courland is a Sovereignty under 
the Protection o f  Poland, its Exports are mofUy 
Wheat, Timber and Linfeed, o f  which laft the 
Dutch take great Quantities, not only for O y l, 
but tor the propagation o f  Flax alfo, their own 
being apt quickly to degenerate ; and it would 
be well for us i f  we took the fame way for ours; 
its chief Ports are Lib aw and Memell.

The T rade o f  Livonia is carry’d on at the Ports 
o f Riga, Revel, N arva  and Pernaw; as is alfo a 
conhderable Part of that of Alufcovj and Uthnania 
by the River N arva , and the Afliftance o f  their 
Sledges ; the Commodities to be purchafed at thofe 
Towns, are Fiax, Hemp, Pitch, Wheat, W ax 
and Furrs ; Mails from Rnjjia and Livonia ; Timber 
o f  ail Sorts; Cordage, D eal-Boards, Linfeed, 
-Honey and T allow ; in Exchange for which are 
taken, Salt, Spices o f  all Sorts, Sugar, Wines and 
Brandies; Tobacco, Paper, Iro n W o rk , fmali 
Warei and Coins o f any Sort, but particularly 
Dollars and hammer’d Money.

Revel and Narva  were the only trading Towns 
of Mfi/covjfy till theEnglijh in 1653  in attempt
ing the North Paflage to China dilcovered Arch* 
angel, an excellent Port on the JVtite-Sea, not 
above feven Leagues diftant from the River Dvina* 
•which runs thro* the beft Part o f  M nfcovj, and 
' 1 I  carries
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carries the Produce o f  that great Empire to the 
Sea; but the Dutch who are indefatigable in Trade, 
have in a Manner engrofled the Bufinefs o f that 
Tow n to themftlves.

The Fair o f  Archangel begins the 20th o f  Au- 
guft, and continues till the laltof the fame Month ; 
the Commodities to be purchafed there, are great 
Quantities o f Sables, Beavers and other Furrs ; Ruf- 

Jia-Leather, Cavair for Italy, Sturgeon and Wax for 
Spain and America; Afhes, Pitch, Tar and Tallow; 
and thofe which they take in Barter for them, are 
Silks and Woollen Manufactures o f  all Sorts; L i 
nen coarfe and fine ; Paper, Small-Wares and Iron
w ork; fmallArms, Cannon, Gunpowder, Copper, 
Sulphur, Lead and Tin  ; Wines and Brandies ; O yl, 
Vinegar, Confections, and dried Fruits ; pickled 
Herrings, Frankincenfe, Cerufe, Copperas, and 
Indigo; all Sorts o f  Dying-W ood, Galloons and 
Laccs o f all Sorts ; Sugar, Saffron, Spices and Pep
per, o f  which they make a great Confumption; 
Gold and Silver-Lace and Thread; but above all, 
any kind of Silver Coin.

The moft confiderable Part o f  the German 
Trade is carried on by the Rivers Elb, Wez.er, 
Maes, Rhine and Ems.

The Elb  has its Rife in Bohemia and falls into 
the Ocean twenty Leagues below Hamburgh, af
ter traverfing Bohemia, Saxony, Brandenburgh and 
Hanover ; the chief trading Town on this River 
is Hamburgh, where are to be had all the Super
fluities of moil o f  the Provinces o f  lower Ger
many, as Brafs-Wire, white Iron or Tin-Plates; 
Linen, Corn, Timber for Shipping, and indeed 
moil o f the Commodities o f the North, in exchange 
for which are taken Silks andWoollen Manufactures 
o f  all Sorts, fmall Wares, Spices and D ruegs; 
Sugar,Tobacco, and other Plantation Commodities.
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The îVezer alfo runs through many Provinces 
o f  lower Germany, and empties it felf inro the 
Sea fifteen Leagues below Bremen, where may be 
had great Quantities o f  excellent Timber, Wheat, 
Wooll, feveral Sorts o f  Metals, Beer and Mum ; 
the following Goods are in Demand there, Silk, 
Woollen Stuffs, fmall Wares, D ying Stuffs, and 
Plantation Commodities.

I he Rhine, beiides a Courfe o f  300 Leagues,
which it performs from its Rife in Switzerland ro
its Fall in the Holland-Seas has the Advantage o f
receiving into its Channel the two great Rivers o f
Main and Mozel ; the former near Aicntz,, after
travelling through all Franconia, and the latter at
Coblentz, after wafhing the Dutchy o f  Lorain, and
Electorate of Triers; fo that the Trade o f  thefe
three great Rivers is in a great Meafure carried
on at Cologne, where may be had excellent O ak,
and other Timber ; Wines o f  feveral Sorts* efpecially
Rhenifh; Iron, Cannon-Bullets, Cuttler’s Ware
from Nuremburgh, and Copper; (but the two laft
are better had farther up the R iver at Frankfort)
Flax, r  bread and Linen from Jttliers and Bergncs;
the Goods taken in exchange are Silks, Woollen
Stuffs, Sugar, Cheefe, Herrings and Plantation Com
modities.

The Trade o f  the Maeje is principally carried 
on at Leige; where may be had Serges, Slate, Pit- 
Coal, Iron and Steel-Work; Bullets, Bombs, Gra- 
nadoes, Arms, Lead and Braziers W are; the Goods 
which fell beft here, are all Sorts o f  Silks and Wool- 
lens, Spices, Drugs and Groceries.

The River Ems which runs thro: all JVeflphalia 
furniihes the Markets of Embâen with Horfes and 
Oxen> Hams, Timber, Woollen-Cloths, and 
Linen o f  all Sorts.
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The Trade o f the Spani[b Netherlandi is moftly 

poiTefs’d by the Dutch ; their chief Commodities 
are fine Linens, Table-Cloths and Lace; Tapeftry, 
Sheep’s-Leather and Serges; and they buy Silks 
and Woollen Stuffs, Spices, Drugs, Coffee, Tea, 
Chocolate, coarfe Camblets and Indian Stuffs.

Holland, in which I  comprehend the United 
Provinces, though the leaft produdive o f  good 
things, is the moft abounding in them o f  any Na
tion in Europe; for it is become through the in- 
defarigable Application o f  its Inhabitants, the M a
gazine or Store-Houfe o f whatfoever is valuable 
or neceffary in any Part of the W orld ; the moft 
considerable o f their Native Commodities which 
they export, are Linen, Lace and Delft- Ware; but 
theír great Wealth arifes from the Re-exportation 
o f  the Growth o f  other Countries, which by 
Reafon o f  the lownefs o f  their Intereft Money, 
the cheapnefs o f their Navigation, and feveral o- 
ther prudent Managements, they can afford to 
Strangers, even cheaper than they could them- 
felves dire£Hy import them ; the Goodswhichthey 
take from thefe Dominions are Coals, Butter, 
Lead, T in , C lay, Redding, Sugars, Tobacco, 
Indigo, Logwood, Fuflick, Ginger, Pepper and 
Cotton-wooll; moft o f  which by the wife R e
gulations o f  our Plantation Trade, they are un
der a Neceffity to take from us; but the other 
Commodities with which they traffic are number- 
lefs, being the only People in the World who have 
found out the way to furnilh all others with De
licacies, and to partake o f  none themfelves.

The Ports o f France are too well known to us 
to need any Enlargement upon them ; it ihall fuf- 
fke therefore to fay that they export wrought Silks 
o f  all Sorts, Brocades and Lace; Gold ana Silver ; 
Wines and Brandies ; all Kinds o f Trinkets, Sweet-
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Meats, Fruits, Salt, Iron, Paper, Loofcing-Glaf- 
fes, Cambricks and Linen ; and require Wooll, Reef, 
Butter, Tallow, Hides, Hemp, Pitch and T a r ;  
Corn, Coals, Tobacco, and other Plantation Com
modities.

T he Trade to Spain is o f  greater Confequence 
than any other in Europe, not only on Account 
o f  the Treafure which they poiTefs in the new 
W orld ; but on Account alfo o f  the great dif- 
ufe o f  Induftry and Manufacture among the In 
habitants; and o f  the great Empire in America, 
which is to be furnifhed only thro’ them. T he 
Commodities o f  their own Growth which they 
export, are Wines, Fruits, Oils, Soap, Salt, Soud 
or Kallt; Iron, Steel and Wooll, o f  which they 
have very great Quantities ; but on Account o f  
its finenefs unfit for Manufacture without a m ix
ture o f  coarfer; the Commodities o f  the new World 
which pafs thro’ their Hands are, Gold and Silver; 
Pearls and Emeralds; Cochineal, Indigo,Quinquina, 
Cocoa-Nuts and Vanilles Tobacco ; Leather, W ood 
o f  Campechy and Snuff : And the foreign Com
modities which they require are Linens of all Sorts 
coarfe and fine; o f which they make an incredi
ble Confumption as well at home as in America ; 
Negroes for their Plantations in the new World, 
Woollen and filk Stuffs ; Lace, Hatts, fmall Wares 
o f  all Sorts and Jewellers W ork ; Pitch and T a r ;  
Hemp and Cordage; Rigging for Ships, Plank 
and every other fort o f  Naval Store; all forts o f  
Ammunition, Herrings, Salmon, Beef, Butter, 
Cheefe, Tallow and C o rn ; Hides tanned and 
falted, Timber for Building, Pipe and Barrel- 
Staves; Honey, W ax, Paper, Cards and imall 
Wares o f  Iron and Copper; RuJJia-Leather and 
D rugs; all Kinds o f  Spice, as Cinnamon, N ut
megs, Cloves, Mace and Pepper; Tobacco,

N  i  Ginger,
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Ginger, refin’d Sugars, Lead and T in ;  Gold and Sil- 
verLace;Lawns, Cambricks, Tapes, Filleting and 
almoit every thing that is produc’d by Art and La
bour; chooiing rather to pay for them than debafe 
themfelvesby HandicraftTrades, a Species of Pride, 
which makes them (tho’ poffefs’d o f  the greateft 
Treafure in the World) thepooreft and moil needy 
o f  all their Neighbours; and may ferve to con
vince us that Mines o f  Gold and Silver are not 
fo great a Wealth as an induftrious People ; the 
chief trading Towns in Spain are Malaga, Carta* 
gen a, Aiicant, Valent ia, Almarica in the Mediter
ranean and Cadiz,; Bilboa, S t. Sebafttan, Port o f  
Sr. Mary, Port-Royal, St. Lucar, SeviI and Bifcay 
on this Side the Streights.

The Kingdom o f  Portugal before its Union 
with the Crown o f  Spain, has made a great F i
gure in Trade, and had very considerable Acqui
ttions and Settlements on the Coafl: o f Africk^; 
and in the Eaft. and Weft-Indies ; but in that Situ
ation through the ill Conduct or rather Debility 
o f  the Spanifb Monarchy, it fuffer’d the Lofs o f  
moil: Part o f them to the Dutch ; and would in all 
probability be entirely difmantled o f  its foreign 
Dependencies, had not they under the Conduit 
ot the Duke o f  Bragan&a happily /Look off the 
Spanijh Yoak time enough to preferve a Part o f 
their Dependencies by a Truce o f  ten Years, con
cluded in 16 4 1  with the States-General, and by 
the fuccecding Peace o f  i66z> effeded thro* the 
Mediation o f King Charles I I .  Lisbon, Oporto and 
St. Vbes are the chief trading Towns o f  this 
Kingdom ; where may be had o f  their own Growth, 
Wines, Oils, Olives, Salt, Limons and Oran
ges ; Sweet-Meats, Annifeed, Raifins and Figs ; 
and o f  the Growth o f  their Plantations, Madera 
and Tm cm  Wines, o f  which our Plantations in

America
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America make a great Confumprion ; Sugars, T o 
bacco, Wood of Brazil and Fernmtbouckj. O x- 
Hides, Ginger, Pearls, Indigo, rough Diamonds 
and Ambergreafe. The following Commodities 
fell well there, viz,, all Manufactures o f  W ooll, 
Linenj and Silk ; fmall Wares, Iron W ork Pa
per, Cards, Leather, Corn, Lead and T in ;  Fiih , 
Silk, Worfted, Beef, Butter, Tallow and 
Hides.

The Trade o f  Italy is chiefly carried on at the 
Ports o f  Genoa, Leghorn, Venice, Naples and MeJJi- 
na, and the Commodities had there are raw and 
thrown Silks; many Levant Goods, plain and 
wrought Velvets; Tabbies, Sattins, Damasks, 
Gold and Silver Brocades; Gold T w ift , O y l,  
Parmafan Cheefe, Anchovies, dryed Fruits, 
Partes and Confections o f  all Sorts ; Limons, C i 
trons, Rice, Annifeeds, Allum and Sulphur ; Ve- 
rnian Steel, Manna, Amber, Turpentine, Trea
cle, fine Lacca, Glafs o f  all forts, white Marble, 
Paper, Soap and EiTences; the Goods which go 
off beft in return, are Pepper, Cloves, Nutmegs 
and Cinnamon ; RuJJia-Leather, China-ware, Iron, 
Copper, Lead, Englijh Pewter and T in ;  IVüaU- 
Bone, Fiih, Pitch and T a r ;  Planks and Naval 
Stores; Woollen and Linen Cloths; Stock-Fiih, 
Salmon, Sturgeon and Caviar; Musk, Civet, 
Sugars, Wheat and other Grain.

The Levant Trade is very confiderable, but
moftly pofTefled by the Englifb, the French and
the Dutch, who take care to continue themfelves 
in the Grand Seignior’s Favour by their exaCtnefs 
and good Management; Confiantinople,  Sm jm at 
Aleppo and Grand Cairo are the mod: confiderable 
trading Towns of thofe Seas; and the Goods
brought from thence are raw Silks, Goats and
Camels Hair ; Cotton, Turkey-Leather, colour
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ed Camblets, Cordivants, Wax, Allum, Galls, 
Wooll, Box-W ood, Currants, Coffee, Ultrama
rine Frankincenfe, Sena and Caffia; Aloes, Sal Ar- 
moniack, Tamarinds, Pine-Kernels, Oftridge-Fea- 
thers and Maftich ; and the principal Goods dif- 
pofed of there, are Woollen Cloths and Stuffs 
o f  all Sorts ; Drugs, Cochineal, Indigo and 
Woods for D ying ; T in , Lead, Iron and Steel; 
RuJJia-Leather, Cloves, Nutmegs, Cinnamon, 
Pepper, Ginger, Sugars, and Plate Cobbs.

The Trade to Africk,\ is divided into many 
Hands, the French, Englijh, Portnguefe, Dutch and 
Brandenbarghers, have each of them Settlements 
on that Coatt; but the greateft Number and 
moft confiderable belong to the Englifb and Dutch •> 
the Goods which fell beft there, are Rock-Chry- 
ftal, Corral, Lace, Brandy, flight Woollen Stuff, 
great Quantities o f  Linen, o f  which that which 
has been worn is moft efteemed by the Natives ; 
and all kinds o f  fortable Goods,* in Exchange for 
which they give Elephants Teeth, Gums, Wax, 
Wood for Dying, Leather, Negroe-Slaves, and 
Gold Duft.

The Dutch, Portttguefe, Englifh and French have 
ingrofTed the E  aft-India Trade, and bring from 
thence all kind o f Spice, as Cloves, Nutmegs, 
Cinnamon, Mace, Pepper and Ginger -9 feveral 
Drugs, as Indigo, Salt-Petre Sugar, Lace, Am- 
bergreafe, Musk, Tea* Rhubarb, Borax, Ben* 
zoin, Bezoar and Camphirej Silks raw, twifted, 
and wrought; Cottons and Callicoes; Muflins, 
Chintz, Copper from Japan, T in  and Lead ; D i
amonds, Rubies, Saphires blew and white; T o 
pazes, Hyacinths, Coral and Amethifts; T u n  
quois Stones, Oriental Agatts, Pearls, .Porcelain 
or China; Japan Ware, Wood o f  Aquila and 
Siampan, Lignum Aloes, Sandal and Rofe-Wood ;
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( 103 )
Ebony, Calambour, Catatour, Cocoa and Tor* 
toife Shell; all which Commodities being the 
Produce o f  feveral Kingdoms are traded with by 
the Englijb, French, Dutch and Portuguefe, not 
only in Europe, but in the Eaft alfo; where a 
great part of the Company's Expence is defray'd 
by trafficking even there, and felling the Pro
duce o f  Neighbouring Kingdoms to each other; 
the only Commodities which they take from 
Europe are Cloths, Linens and Stuffs, Gold and 
Silver, and fome fmall Wares.

I  have beeen thus particular in recounting the 
Wants and Superfluities o f  different Kingdoms, 
not only to ihew in what Parts o f the World 
our Growth and Manufactures may come to a 
good Market, but to difcover alfo how extende4  
a Province that o f  Trade is ; and how many 
ways it affords to get Riches, befides exporting 
the Commodities and Growth o f  our own Coun
try. Merchants muft buy from others what 
they export even o f  our own Growth to foreign 
Markets; and their Profit lies in felling to A d 
vantage what they have fo bought ; It matters 
but little whether it be W oollor Linen, or Beef, 
Eafi India Goods or Northern Commodities, fo 
they make a Profit in the Sale; thus the Dutch 
fend their Fleet to the Eaft-India , not to fell their 
Freight only and return again, but to traffick 
there buying the Growth o f one Kingdom to fell 
to another; and loading there again to fell elfe- 
where, always with Profit, till they come at laft 
into Europe with fuch a Cargo as is like to fell 
well here; thefe again they fend to the North and 
Baltic^  to barter for naval Stores, Corn, Copper, 
Caviar, Wooll, Linen and other Commodities, 
which they manufacture at home; and having ga
thered a fufficicnt loading for the Mediterranean,

they



they fend to Florence, Genoa, and "Venice, where 
their Northern Commodities go off for Plate- 
Cobbs and ready Money, (a neceflary A r
ticle for the Levant TradeJ then they proceed to 
the Dominions o f  the Grand Seignor, and with 
their home Manufacture, Eaft-India Goods and 
Money buy raw Silks, Cotton, Leather, Drugs, 
&c. which they bring again into Euro:e > and 
having wrought their Silks, Cottons, &c. into 
rich and valuable Commodities, fell them to 
England, Ireland, Spain, Portugal, and the North, 
or to any others who afford them a good Market; 
and thus like a Snow-Ball by their continual 
rowling from one Country to another, encreafc 
their Wealth, and that at the Expence and through 
the Indolence o f  others; for their natural Pro
duce is the lenft Article in their Trade: Their 
immenfe Riches are acquired by buying the 
Growth of one Country to fell to another, having 
perfectly learned how to fupply the Barrennefs o f  
their own, by the Fertility o f other Countries; to 
extend their Dominions, not by Conqueft but by 
Commerce; and to raife a Revenue not by a 
T ax  on their own SubjeCls, but by Impofts, as 
I  may call ir, on the Lazinefs and Luxury of all 
the reft of the World, who having the fame and 
far better Means wherewith to fupply themfelves 
direâly, are yet under a ihameful Neceility to 
take from them at fécond Hand.
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A B S T  R. A  C  T  of the ElporMtioa* >nd
Importations o f  Ireland, for the Year ending 
the 25th o f  March, 1 7 2 5 .  Eitimated ac a 
Medium o f  the Sellmg-Pricc in our Markets 
for that Year.
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