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T  O

H IS  E X C E L L E N C Y

J O H N
Lord C A R T E R E T ,
Lord Lieutenant of I r e l a n d , and 

one of  Hi s  M a j e s t y ’s M oil 
Honourable Privy-Council.

M y  L o r d ,

T H E  fteady and unihaken Zeal 
with which You have been 
always attach’d to the public 

Good o f Your own Country, and 
the mild and benign Influence of 
Your Government here, gives me 
Reafon to hope, that the following 
E s s a y  on the Trade of thefe Nations 
may meet with Your E x c e l l e n c y ’s 

Patronage and Protection.
A  2 There



d e d i c a t i o n .

T he re  have been Seafons, M y 
L ord, when it would be vain to pub- 
liih any thing, which did not fquare 
with the Opinion o f thofe in Power : 
Seafons, when Truth itfelf, without 
the Wedding-Garment, would be 
turn’d out of Doors: But it is our 
peculiar Happinefs, that we have a 
P rince on the T hrone, whofe Royal 
Virtues have charm’d all the jarring 
Factions; all the different Intereil o f 
His feveral Dominions into one una
nimous Joy, at His Acceilion : A  
Joy fo much the more remarkable, 
iince in it the greateft Lofs which a 
loyal People could fuffer was fo 
quickly forgot ; and to Him Truth 
in any Drefs is welcome.

’T i s  to His Care and Vigilance 
for our Welfare we owe, My Lord, 
Your E x c e l l e n c y ’s Return to us ; 
and the univerfal Acclamations o f a 
glad People, fufficiently teftify the 
Prudence of His Choice: You are 
the Medium, M y L o r d ,  through

which



D E D I C A T I O N .
which He is to view all our Occa- 
ilons and Neceilities. And the se- 
nerous and handfome Reprefentati- 
on which You were pleas’d to make 
to His late M a j e s t y ,  on Your Re
turn from Your Government o f 
I r e l a n d ,  leaves this People no Room 
to doubt o f Your Favour and Pro
tection.

F r o m  thefe Confiderations I have 
form’d to my felf Hopes, M y  L o r d , 

that this little TraCt, how oppoiite 
foever to the common Opinion, may 
meet with Your E x c e l l e n c y ’s Pro
tection.

I t  w a s  wrote in L o n d o n , and de- 
iign’d to be publiih’d there, till upon 
a  more ferious Reflection, I  deter
min’d to inquire, what Improve
ment the Trade o f I r e l a n d  was ca
pable of, before I  expos’d it to pub
lic View ; and I  have fpent fo much 
Time therein, that now the follow
ing Pages throw themfelves at Your 
E x c e l l e n c y ’ s Feet, as a Preface

only



D E D I C A T I O N .
only to other E s s a y s  on the .Ma
nufactures and Trade of I r e l a n d ,  
which I have prepared for the P ress, 

i f  this ihould meet with Your Ap
probation.

T h e  Subject, M y  L o r d , is that 
on which depends the Grandeur and 
Profperity o f two Nations ; One dear 
to You as it is Your native Country, 
and the Other as it is Yours by A- 
doption ; and I flatter my felf, from 
the general Bent of Your Inclinati
ons, which have always led You to 
promote ufeful Inquiries, that how 
imperfectly foever it is here hand
led, You will Countenance the Un
dertaking, to incite abler Hands to 
fo neceffary an Inquiry. I am,

M y L o r d ,

Tour E x c e l l e n c y ’ s 

mofi devoted,

mojt h i mb le Servant.
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S E A S O N A B L E

R E M A R K S
O N  * v "

T R A D E ,  & c .

G O V E R N M E N T S  that have depend
ing upon them many leffer States, ought 
fo to model their Affairs, that each may 
have its particular Occupation, and la

bour jointly with the reft for one great E n d :  For 
the Wealth and Grandeur o f  the whole, without 
incroaching upon the Bufinefs o f  each other, or 
impairing that o f  the fupreme Kingdom ; and i f  
we do but confider our own Concerns, with any 
reafonable Attention, we fhall find that it behoves 
us more particularly to apply to this Management, 
and by regulating, and improving the Trade o f  
our Dependencies to recover thofe Branches o f  
Commerce from Strangers, which we have long 
bien obliged to let them run away with.

Could any thing in its Appearance be more for
tunate to the Trade o f  England, than our Difco- 
very o f  the Port of Archangel on the J^hite-Sea^ 
and the many Encouragements which our M er
chants on their fir ft coming thither had from

z the
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the Czar, to fettle their Commerce with that 
T o w n  : The Paifage to it was incumbred with 
none o f  thofe Difficulties which are ufually met 
in Voyages up the B a l t i c and its Situation fo 
near the River Duinay made the Commodities o f  
the Ruffian Empire come fo much cheaper to Market 
than they formerly did by Revel and Narva ; that 
the entire Trade o f  that great Country was all at 
once devolv’d upon us, but the indefatigable Afli- 
duity o f  the Dutch foon led them our way, and 
b y  underfelling us in almoft the Wants o f  than 
Country, they quickly got into our Place in the 
C z a r ’s Favor, and furniih’d all the reft o f  Europe 
with the Produce o f  Rujjia, fo much cheaper than 
we could afford them, that our Trade to thofe 
Parts fell greatly to Decay ; and would entirely 
be loft, had it not been for the native Commodi
ties o f  England and its Dependencies, which they 
require, and can be furniih’d with no way but 
through our Hands.

T h e  Fifhcries o f  Greenland and Newfoundland 
were arft diicover’d b y  us; we were in foie Pof- 
feilion of them, and claim’d a Right to monopo
lize thofe Seas and their Produce; but the Dutch, the 
HambourghersmdihzFrench, what by Fraud, what 
by  Connivance, and what under Colour o f  Right 
to the open and free Seas, follow’d our Example ; 
and notwithftanding the feveral Encouragements, 
which we from rime to time gave, by  A d s  o f  
Parliament and otherways, to the Natives o f  Eng
land, ro pnofecute that gainful Bufinefs ; we were 
however fo unfortunate to fee it taken out o f  our 
Hands, and to be underfold by all the World, in 
the Produce thereof.

T h e  Trade to the Coafl: of Africk^ we were 
very early in the Poifeffion o f ;  and many Char
ters were granted, and at laft an A i t  of Parliament

pals’d



pafs’d for the Encouragement o f  thofe, who from 
time to time undertook it} but the Dutch, the 
Hantboargliers, the French, and the Danes have en
croach’d upon our Settlements and Trade in thofe 
Parts, and ftirnilli all Nations o f  the World (which 
are not by their Dependence upon England confin’d 
to take them from us alone) with Elephants Teeth, 
W ax, Gums, D y in g  Stuffs, Negroes, & c, cheaper 
than we can afford them.

W e  were the firft o f  any Nation this Side the 
Streights, thattraded to Turkey, and we had Leifure 
enough to eftabliih ourfelves in that Commerce, 
for we were not follow’d by the Dutch, till about 
thirteen Years after, nor b y  the French, till yet a 
longer time; and yet their Succefs has been fo much 
better than ours, that at prefent, all the Advantage 
we reap from that Bufinefs, is the faving only on 
the Article o f  our home Confumption, o f  Silk 
Manufactures; for the Dutch, the French, züà Ita
lians underfel us at all foreign Markets, and leave 
us no room to gain by Re-exportation o f  Levant 
Commodities.

M any other Inftances might be given o f  the 
great Decay o f  our Trade, and the Difadvantages 
under which v/e lie, whenever we come to dif- 
pute that Point with Strangers; but alas, what 
need o f  particular Inftances ! for, in fhort, the 
French and Dutch underfcl us in the Produce o f  any 
Country, to which they can refort, on the Level 
with us,------ But the Crown o f  England has de
pending upon it feveral Kingdoms, Plantations 
and Settlements in Europe, Jfia , Africa, and A -  
merica, which abound with Commodities much, 
fought after, and to be had no way but through 
our Hands: W e  are ftored at home with a great 
natural Wealth, and our home Confumption of 
foreign Commodities is fo defended by our na-

B val
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val and commercial Laws, that we can import for 
our own Uie, and export our own Growth 
cheaper than any other People can for us: Thefe 
Regulations confine all the Navigation to and 
from England and its Dependencies to our own 
Hands, furnifli our Shipping with confiant Im- 
ployment, and make our Navigation feem to flou- 
riih ; but whenever we dip into any Branch o f  
Trade that can be undertaken on the Level with 
us by other Countries, we are always unfuccefs- 
ful ; and this is a fure Symptom o f  fome lurking 
Difeafe which may in time bring on the Diflolu- 
tion even o f  that Trade which is left us; it is
therefore high time to enquire what the Caufe
hereof may be, that we may apply fuch Reme
dies, as may be mofi likely to remove it.

Every Country, and every individual o f  a
Country will always buy their NeceiTaries from
thofe, who afford them the Beftand theCheapeft; 
fo that whatever People can fell the beft Penny
worths at foreign Markets, muft necelTarily en- 
grofs to themlelves all thofe Branches o f  Trade, 
which they are fo enabled to maintain : But the 
feveral Exigencies o f  our State (arifing from a 
general Benevolence to Mankind, which could not 
let us fit tamely by, whilft the Liberty o f  our 
Neighbours was invaded) have from time to time 
call’d out for greater Sums o f  Money than our 
Parliaments were willing, or perhaps able, to give 
■Within the Year: This brought about Loans and 
Debts, and thefe Taxes upon all the Confumption 
of the People, whereby they were laid under a 
Neceffity to exact greater Prices for Art and La
bour, in order to purchafe for themfelves the Ne- 
çeflariesof Life, inhanced as they were by Taxes; 
and this fudden Riie in the Price o f  Art and 
Labour has made the working up o f  all our Ma

il nufaftures



fiufa&ures vaftly more cxpenfive than thofe o f  any 
other Country in Europe.

There are feveral Accidents which indear a 
Commodity to the Merchant, befides the firft 
C oft  thereof ; every Alteration o f  the Primum, is 
at the Expence o f  Art and Labour: Every R e
moval thereof from Place to Place is at the fame 
Expence, and thefe travel with the Commodity 
through all its Modifications and Voyages, till 
they light at laffc upon the Confumer.

But the Wealth and Luxury o f  fome C o u n 
tries, and the Poverty or Frugality o f  others, ren
der the Means o f  thefe Alterations and Removals 
different in Value; where the Neceffaries o f  Life 
are cheap, there alfo will Labour and Art be cheap -y 
and where they are dear, there alfo will Labour 
and Art be dear ; for the Artizans and the L a 
bourers muft every where have fo much for their 
Hire as will maintain them; wherefore when a 
dear and a cheap working People undertake each 
o f  them the fame Bufinefs, the Manufadures o f  the 
one go to Market ciog’d with a lefs Expence than 
thofe o f  the other; and can therefore be afforded 
at a lefs Price, and this is the Reafon why Holland, 
France, and Italy, importing raw Silks from the 
Indies, and from Turkey, can underfel us in the 
Manufactures thereof, tho’ the firft Coft  o f  the 
Primum was the fame to all.

But there are feveral Branches o f  Trade that 
depend upon buying the Manufaftures and G row th  
o f  one Country, to fell the fanjp in the fame Form 
to another ; thefe fuffer no Alterations, and yet 
tho* we buy them in the Place o f  their Growth 
and Produâion on a Level with the Dutch, & c. 
yet they can afford them cheaper in any Part o f  
tne World (England and its Dependencies excepted, 
’where they are incumbredby the Navigation Ad*,

( II )



&c*) thafi we : Here the Carriage o f  the Goods 
is the only thing that intervenes between the Pur- 
chafe and the Sale; wherefore we may reasonably 
conclude, that our chief Difadvantage in this Bu- 
finefs muft lye in the Navigation; and this will 
more plainly appear i f  we confider the Nature o f  
Navigation it felf, and the Means by which it is 
executed.

In the firft Place, a Ship confifts o f  many dif
ferent Marerials, fome o f  which are o f  our own 
Growth, and fome not, but they are all o f  them 
however to be purchafed by the particular T ra 
der; atid his firftCoft, whether dear or cheap, tra
vels with the Ship a Weight upon all Commodi
ties, exported or imported in her: In the iecond 
Place, all thefe Primtms o f  Navigation muft be 
wrought up, and put together by the Craft and 
Labour o f  Men, which differ in Value according 
to the Country wherein the W ork is executed, 
and according to the Affiduity and Application o f  
thofe imployed in it ; infomuch that where Labour 
is dear, and where the Luxury o f  the People ren
ders them indolent and flow to work, the build
ing and fitting out o f  a Ship muft neceffarily re
quire a greater Sum o f  Money, than it would in 
a Country where either the Poverty or Frugality 
o f  the Inhabitants inure them from their Infancy, 
to bear the Toil  and Fatigue o f  the Day upon 
ilender Fare; and this Difference o f  Expence is 
another Burthen upon the Ship, and the Goods 
carried in her; but when all this is done, there 
muft be provided Victualing for the Voyage, and 
Sailors to navigate the Veflel ; and this creates 
another Expen.ce, differing alfo according to the 
dearnefs or cheapnefs o f  the Place where the Ship 
is victualed and mann’d ; and according as the Peo
ple are more or lefs accuftomed to Labour, and

( Il )



this Difference alfo attends her in all the Voyage* 
lhe performs, and is a clog upon all Merchandizes 
carried in her ; nor do they only affed thofe ordi
narily traded withal, but even the Primums o f  our 
Navigation themfelves, fuch o f  them efpecially 
as we are obliged to import, either from our own 
Dependencies or from foreign Countries; and this 
being the Nature o f  Navigation, it follows, thac 
as it is in a particular Manner influenced by the 
Price ol Labour and A rt,  fo it mult be greatly 
dearer to us, whofe Induftry is incumbered with fo 
many Difficulties, than to our Neighbours, who 
are fo much eaiier in their Circumitances.

I  have read (indeed) with a particular Attenti
on M r. E ------ n s  V iew  of the Greenland Trade,
and I ’m iorry that I  can’t fubmir to the A r g u 
ments which he advances to prove that we may 
ftiU on oui* own Bottoms recovcr thatTrade from
the Dutch: they are to this E f f e f t ----------  « A ll
“  the Primums o f  Navigation we have either with- 
“  in our own Country, or from our Plantations; 
u  fo that the Money payable for them is only a 
c< Commutation amongtt our felves, and no Drain 
«  upon the Nation ; but the Dutch (having none 
“  o f  their ownj are forc’d to fend out Value tor 
“  them ; therefore we nagivate cheaper than the 
“  Dutch; and the Navigation being ttíe principal 
«  Expence o f  that Bufinefc, there is no Reaion 
u  to fear but we may with proper Encouragements 
«  recover it from them.’1 is true that England can have either within, 
it felf, cr from its Dependencies moil o f  the ne- 
ceffary Materials for Ship-building ; and ’ tis true, 
that on that Account we can fit out one or more 
Vefkls at lefs Expence of Treafure to the Pub- 
lick, than Holland ; but this is a very inconfidera- 
ble ( i f  any Eafe at all) to that Part o f  our Na

vigation
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vigation which hasrefpeft to Trade; for by Na
vigation, in that Sente, is underftood the Carri
age of Goods only from one Place to another; 
and that too, as it is dearer or cheaper; for 'tis this 
that influences the Sale o f  Commodities fo carried: 
T h e  favings o f  the Publick are o f  no account to 
the particular Builder, but infomuch as he is be
nefited by them : He muft pay for the Growth 
o f  EngUnà and its Dependencies as well as for 
thofe o f  foreign Countries : ’ T is  what he alone 
is out o f  Pocket for either, that will always be his 
Direction in the Freight o f  his Veflel; and he 
muft get the Intereft o f  his Money, the Expence 
o f  the Voyage, and a reafonable Ware and Tare, 
or he will be a lofer, let the the Ship be built o f  
home [produc'd Materials or not: So likewife 
muft the Merchant confider the Expence o f  his 
Freight in the Sale o f  his Goods, and not the Na
tional Lofs or Gain in the Building o f  the Ship : 
3Tisthat he mud provide for over and above his 
firft Coft, the Intereft o f  his Money, and a rea
sonable Profit ; and fo much as it ftands him in 
more than the Dutch Merchant, fo much muft he 
fell dearer than the Dutch Merchant, to gain only 
as much by the Sale as the other: Wherefore i f  
the Dutch can import from Abroad all the Mate
rials of Navigation, cheaper than we can pro
cure them at Home, they will be able to let out 
iheir Ships to Freight fo much cheaper than we 
can ours, and confequently all Goods carried on 
Board their Ships, tho* bought at the fame firft 
Coft, with thefe carried in our Bottoms, may be 
afforded at foreign Markets fo much cheaper than 
ours, as the Expence o f  Carriage is lefs; and this 
Difference in the Navigation (that is the Carriage 
o f  Goods) is that which gives them the Advan
tage o f  us in all thofe Branches o f  Trade which

they '
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they can undertake on the Level with us.
This  is indeed a very great Misfortune, but 

however, whilft the Dutch are a more laborious 
and frugal People, whilft they can live upon cheap
er Fare, and work harder ; whilft their Intereft- 
money is lower, and whilft the confumption o f  
their labouring People is lefs loaded with Taxes 
than ours, fo long will it continue, and fo long 
will they be our Rivals in Trade ; unlefs fome 
other People rife up, cheaper to feed and more 
hardy to work, freer from Taxes and more favour
ed by the Intereft o f  M oney, than they; buc 
whenioever that happens in Europe, the States o f  
Holland, who from poor Fiiher-men have extend
ed their Trade over all the Ocean, and unto all 
the Kingdoms o f  the Earth, muft tumble down, 
and we fliall no longer fuffer thofe Rivals in 
Trade, who have more than once difputed with 
us the Empire o f  the Sea.

T h e  Balance o f  Trade is as variable as the Bal
lance o f  Power, and has as often fhifted Sides r 
.There have been as many univerfal Empires ( i f  I  

may fo call them) eftabliihed upon the ocean as 
upon the Land ; but like thofe they havefallen to 
Decay, and given Place to others; for as Induf- 
t iy  begets Trade and Wealth, fo whenever the 
Minds o f  a People are unbent by exceflive Riches 
into Indolence and Luxury, and rhe Price o f  their 
Labour and Navigation is thereby rendered dearer 
than that o f  their Neighbours, theyfoon fee their 
Grandeur moulder away, and their flow acquired 
Riches, depart with hafty Strides to their riiïng 
Succeilors ; thefe by indefatigable Labour and In- 
duitry, by the Parfimony o f  Particulars, and the 
Occonomy and good Government o f  the State 
ior a while hold the Dominion o f  the Seas, till the

fame
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fame Diftemper brings upon them the fame Fate* 
and they alfo give way to others.

Such has been the fickle Temper o f  Trade frncc 
her firft Appearance in the World under the Phoe
nicians, to her prefent Settlement amongft the 
Dutch; thefe indeed have extended her Dominion 
farther than any o f  their Predeceflors, but they 
feem at prefent not far from that fatal Period, 
when they in their Turn muft yield to others 
that Province, which they with fo rapid a Courfe 
have over-run, and fo long ingrofs’d to themfelves ; 
but who the fortunate Succeflor is likely to be, is 
not much inquir’d, tho* the Search might well 
deferve our Pains, fince, i f  we puriue Trade thro 
all the various Turns which it has already taken, 
■we (hall always behold it rendring Great and Con- 
fiderable thofe People, who before it fmiPd upon 
them, were weak and unnoticed amongft us; but 
finking Terror into the reft o f  Che World, when
ever it added itfelf to a State already great and
powerful. v  v I p

Trade, which through the perpetual Wars and
Calamities that attended the DiiTolution o f  the 
Roman Empire was almoft loft in the World, be
gun to revive again amongft the Italians in the i  i th  
Century, and divided, as they were, into feveral 
petty Principalities and Commonwealths, we fha.ll 
find them however grow very Confiderable in ge
neral from their Acquifitions by Trade, and 
courted by the Contenders tor Empire ; tho’ they 
themfelves were in no Capacity by reafon o f  tneir 
inward Diviiions, and the little native Power 
which they refpedively poifeft to invade the ge
neral Liberty.

In the 12th Century another trading People 
begun to appear in the World by the Name o f  
QEtterlw s. thefe were the Inhabitants of feveral
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little maritime Tow ns in Germany, who to defend 
themfelves againfl: the frequent Pyracies, with 
which the Northern Seas were then infefted, af- 
fociated themfelves together, and in that Situati
on became fo confiderable, that they continued 
to the latter End o f  the 15th Century the foie 
Arbiters o f  Peace and W ar in the North, and 
were indeed greatly conlidered by  all the Princes 
o f  Europe; tho* their remote Situation, and their 
divided Interefts, rendered them but little for
midable however to the Liberty o f  the World.

But about the latter End o f  the 15th Century 
the Trade o f  theUniverfe fuffer’d a greater R evo 
lution, than perhaps it ever did before, and that 
Part thereof which was added to the Power o f  
Spain, made all Europe tremble ; the Portuguefe ha
ving found out a way to the Eaft-Indies b y  the 
Cape o f  Good Hop?, made Lisbon the Staple o f  all 
thofe Commodities which the hither W orld  
was formerly fupplied with, through the Ports o f  
the Mediterranean: T h e  new W orld  was difco- 
ver’d by  the Spaniards under Ferdinandj and Gold 
and Silver (which till then was only to be ac
quir’d by  long and painful Applications to In- 
duftry) came in Ship-loads from the conquer’d 
Kingdoms o f  Peru and Mexico into Spain ; and in 
the Year 1500 the Hans-Townes or O Efierlingsx.hro* 
exceflive Riches and unfortunate Divifion amongft 
themfelves, gave the Englijh and Dutch an Oppor
tunity to furniih the W orld  with thofe Com m o
dities, which before came only through their 
Hands: And here it may not be amifs to obferve, 
that fo fudden was their Fall, who for upwards o f  
200 Years ingrofled to themfelves almoil all the 
Trade o f  the World, that in 1506 they had 
fcarce any Bufinefs at all; A  furpriiing Inftance 
o f  the fpeedy Departure o f  Trade from thofe

C  -whoI —̂



who have once pafs’d the Summit o f  good For
tune.

So confiderable an Addition as was made to the 
Power of Spain by the Trade o f  the Galleons to 
America, changed the Face o f  Affairs in Europe ; 
for Charles, with all thofe Treafures at command, 
could not fail o f  his Eleftion to the German E m 
pire ; by which he was all at once made an Over
balance for the reft o f  Europe ; and had not fo 
many things confpir’d to refcue Mankind from 
fuch an immoderate Growth o f  Power, it is much 
to be doubted whether all thofe Alliances which 
were form’d againft him by his warlike Contem
poraries could ever have kept him within Bounds.

Spain by the Expulfion o f  the Moors and Jcwsy 
after a long Succeifion o f  inteftine Wars, was in a 
Manner exhaufted of People ; its Conquefts in Ame
rica were a perpetual Drain upon the few that were 
left; and theexceflive Plenty o f  Money, whichallat 
once devolv’d upon them (for Trade begun with 
Spain where it ends with others) occafioned fuch an 
intire Difufe of Induftry and Manufacture, that they 
were quickly under a Neceility to fend out the 
Wealth o f  the Indies as fail as it came in: All the 
Dominions o f  Spain were but newly acquir’d, and 
the unweildly Fabrick had not time to confolidate 
or cement itfelf together,\ before it was on all 
Sides attack’d. I he Spaniards and Flemmings 
were jealous of each other, and the Germans o f  
them both, which made it for a while W ork fuf- 
ficient for Charles the 5th to reconcile the jarring 
Jntereftsof his lèverai Dominions: But before that 
could be done, the uneafy Jealoufy o f  his Subjefts 
obliged him to have his Brother Ferdinand eleded 
King o f  the Romans, and that intitling him to 
the Succeffion of the Empire, divided the Power 
of Spain before ic was able to exert itfelf againft her 
Neighbours. " " T o
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T o  Philip the Second defcended (together with 
Spain) the Belgick  ̂Provinces, the Principalities in 
Italy, and the Kingdoms in America, to which 
he added that o f  Portugal, a Place at that time 
very confiderable for Trade; but the fame fund.> 
mental Evils ftill lurked within the Body oï  Spain, 
its want o f  People became a more feniible M if-  
fortune b y  the Lofs o f  Germany, which before in 
fome Meafure fupply’d that Defeft ; a univerfal 
Difufe o f  Induftry requir’d ftill an Lxpence o f  
moll; part of that Treafure which was brought in 
by Trade: T h e  Support o f  the League in France 
was a great Drain upon what remain’d ; the D e
fection of the Belgick  ̂ Provinces, through the Se
verities o f  the Duke o f  A lva , put its Affairs into 
Confufîon ; and the intire Defeat o f  the invincible 
Armada (which not only took up the ready M o 
ney o f  Spain, but run the State alio into Debts, 
from which they have not been able, even to this 
D ay,  to extricate themfelves) gave the finifhing 
Stroke to its Power. All thefe complicated M if-  
fortunes o f  State (I  fay; wereCaufe fufficientwhy 
Spa:,; in thofe two Reigns, wherein their Power 
feem'd at fo high a Pitch, by  the Acceilion o f  
Trade to their Poffeflions by Land, did however 
fo little incroach upon the Liberty o f  her Neigh- 
hours.

T h e  Defection o f  the Belgick  ̂ Provinces ended 
in the States o f  Holland. Thefe Children o f  O p -  
preflion (if  I may fo call them) being, under the 
fevereft Penalties, forbid any Commerce with 
Spam or Portugal (from whence they hitherto had 
all thofe Commodities o f  both the Indies, with 
which they furniih’d the reft o f  the World) 
open’d for themfelves a way to the Place o f  their 
Growth ; and the Portugttefe after their Union 
with Spain (being loft as it were) in fo greac a
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Kingdom (and no longer a People) forgot their 
former Spirit and Refolution, and made fo poor 
a Refiftance, that before they recover’d their L i 
berties in the Reign o f  Philip the third, the Dutch 
had poiTefs’d themfelves o f  moil of their Settle
ments in both the Indies* and upon the Coaft of  
júfric!^

’ T is  true, the Dutch had in their Infancy fe- 
Veral Difficulties to wreftle with, but on the o- 
ther Hand, fo many things confpir’d to encreafe 
their Power and Riches, that in a ihort Time 
they furmounted them all: The Misfortunes of 
Portugal, the Severity o f  the Inquifitlon through
out all the Dominions o f  Spain, the Perfecution 
in France, and the Troubles in England, made 
Holland ("as it were,) an Afylum for all the trading 
and rich People o f  Europe ; thither they reforted 
with their Wealth and their Families, fo that in 
a ihort time Amfterdam became what Lisbon, 
Bruges and jlntïverp formerly were, the chief Sta
ple o f  all the Trade o f  Europe : T h e y  proceeded 
intent upon Trade only ; engaged in no Wars this 
Side o f  the World, but fuch as were neceflary for 
their PreferVation, and even thofe within their 
own Country, which were therefore to them ra
ther an Inlet than a Drain o f  Treafure ; they kept 
the Confumption o f  their Poor free from exorbi
tant Taxes, at a time when moil of their Neigh
bours were under heavy Debts, and by this 
Means continued the Price of Labour at a mode
rate Pitch ; OEconomy and Temperance were the 
ufualRecommcndations toPlaces of T  ruft andPower 
in the State, this begot a univerfal Parfimony a- 
mongft the People, and fufpended for a Seafon the 
Evils o f  an exceffive Riches, which their Neigh
bours already began to feel in an encreafing L u x
ury and Profufion; all thefe Accidents and pru
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dent Councils ( I  fay)  have advanc’d them to a 
higher Station in Trade, than any other People, 
and (little as their Country is) i f  they have not 
extended their Dominions in Europe, it feems to 
be not from any want o f  Power, buc from a 
Defeit  in their Conftitution, which is fitted ra
ther for Prefervation than Conqueft, fince one 
negative Voice (a thing not hard to be purchas’d 
amongft a People, who are rather ftudious o f  
Wealth than o f  G lory)  is able to overthrow the 
beft concerted and moil profperous Enterprize.

But the Pariimony, and other domeftick V ir
tues o f  the Dutch, by  which they were fo long 
enabled to tranfaft almoft all the Trade o f  the 
W orld , have within a few Years greatly given 
way to Expence and Figure ; they have already a 
Tafte for elegant Living, and fumptuous E qui
pages ; and they can indulge themfelves in R io t  
and L u xu ry ,  without becoming odious to their 
fellow Citizens; but whenever they arrive to fu ch  
a Pitch, that O E co n o m y and Temperance lhall 
no longer be the neceflary Recommendations to 
Places o f  Power and Confidence in the State ; 
when the Ambitious in the Commonwealth have 
found out the more agreeable way to Popularity, 
by Expence and Profufion, and when the People 
begin to tafte the Sweets o f  fuch Engagements, 
the States o f  Holland (perhaps in as fhort a time as 
ù\z Hans-Towns) will ceafe to be High and M ig h t y ;  
their Power at Sea will devolve upon fome other 
People, and they may chance to be reduced to 
their primitive Fifhing-boats again.

T h e  Symptoms o f  this Decay are already upon 
them y it is therefore highly proper for us to 
think o f  Means whereby to prevent fo .great an 
Addition as their Lofs o f  Trade would make to 
the Strength o f  any other Stare already confider-
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able in Europe  ̂ left fuch a Union o f  Power and 
Riches might in time prove dangerous, not to 
ours alone, but to the Liberty o f  the World in 
general.

’ T is  plain, that upon our own Bottoms, we 
are unequal to the Undertaking; our Condition 
is already what that o f  Holland is about to be, 
our Luxury devours more than our Induftry can 
provide ; and the Expence of our Manufactures 
is greater than any Price which we can expeét for 
the Produce o f  them Abroad ! But as melancholy 
a Refledion as this feems to be, it is however no 
fmall Comfort to think that we have it ftill in 
our Power, by a prudent Regulation o f  our D e
pendencies, to fupply all thefe inward Defefts, 
and to recover from Strangers a great Part o f  the 
general Commerce, with the Hands o f  thofewhofè 
every Acquifition by Trade 2nd Induftry muft 
always flow in upon us, to feed and fupply us 
with Money.

T he Crown o f  England has annex’d to it many 
Dependencies, where Labour is cheaper, the Peo
ple hardier, <̂ fier to feed, and freer from Taxes, 
than any o f  our Neighbours * thefe like fo many 
Spunges ( i f  I  may be allow’d the Companion) 
muft be employ'd to fuck up Treafures from the 
Ocean, in order to fqueeze them out again into 
the grand Receptacle o f  all the Riches o f  her D e
pendencies, Great Britain. Thefe muft, I fay, be 
employ’d to manage thofe Branches o f  Trade, 
which we, by reafon o f  an immenfe Wealth, an 
encreafing Luxury, and an over-bearing Debt, are 
at prefent under a N^ceflity to let Strangers run 
away with.

Our Piantations in America are very coniider- 
able, as well for their Extent and the Numbers 
o f  People already fettled there, as for the great
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natural Wealth which they produce. Labour is 
there umverlally cheap ; and all the Materials o f  
Navigation at the eafieft Rates; To that there is 
not in the World a Place better adapted for Ship
building, which however is the only Article o f  
the Plantation Bufinefs unprovided for. I f  there
fore the Importation o f  Ships from thence ( i f  I  
may be allow’d the ExpreiTionj were encouraged 
it would eafe our Navigation of a very great Burl 
then, and very much aflift our Trade; for there 
is no Difpute, but as the Primums o f  Navigation 
are thère to be had in a manner for taking, fo they 
might be put together much cheaper than they 
can in England ; and when a Veflel is once fitted 
out, the Ingredients of which it is compos’d, and 
which come at prefent to us, incumbred with the 
Exptnce o f  a long and dangerous Voyage, a coilly  
Freight, & c. would then become cheaper in the 
Paffage, and might be afforded in England at a 
lower Price, b y  fo much as it had defray’d the 
Expence o f  the Building by the Freight o f  Goods 
earned in her; but when this is faid the Planta
tion Trade is capable o f  very little other Improve
ment, for their remote Situation, and the Abun
dance o f  Imployment with which the People are 
already, in a manner, overcharg’d, and from which, 
it is by no means, our Intereft to divert them, 
renders them unfit for fo extended a Trade as they 
were to be wifh’d capable of.

Scotland by its Union with England, enjoys al
ready all the Advantages o f  a free Trade; but 
me .oarrennefs c f  the Soil, and the want o f  Com - 
niunication between the inland and maritime 
Countries, through the almoft inacceflible Moun- 
tains, which detain the Growth and Manafa^ures 
of the Country from Exportation, and the Com 
modities brought in by Trade, from a proper

h  Diftri-
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Diftribution amongft the working People, leave 
us but little Room to hope for any great Affif- 
tance from thence : But Ireland is under none o f  
thefe Inconveniencies, its Situation for an extend
ed Trade is more advantageous than that o f  any 
other Nation in Europe : its Harbours are many 
and commodious, its Inhabitants numerous and 
hardy, inur’d to Want and Labour, eafy to feed, 
and able upon poor Fare to run through a great 
deal o f  W o r k :  All the Neceffaries o f  Life are in 
that Country at lower Prices than they are in any 
other this Side the Globe; the People are incum- 
bred with very few Taxes, and their Labour is 
cheaper than that o f  any o f  their Neighbours: 
Their near Situation renders the Intercourfe be
tween us very eafy, and enables us to proteft 
their Trade, and to take fuch Care o f  our Inte- 
reft there as would almoft be impoffible,. had they 
been more remote. T h e  Politenefs, th e G a y e ty ,  
and the Power o f  our Court allure all thofe who 
are ftudious, either o f  Improvement, o f  Pleafure, 
or o f  Preferment; this drains from thence the 
Penny rents o f  moft o f  the great Eftates o f  that 
Kingdom, and every Increafeof their Wealth will 
(by inlarging the Rent-rolls o f  thofe already fet
tled here, and by enabling others to tafte the D e
lights of a Court, who by the Narrownefs o f  
their prefent Fortunes are confin’d at home) greatly 
enlarge this Inlet o f  their Money, and increafe our 
Drafts upon them ; which together with the R e 
ft ri&ions on the Exportation o f  their W ool,  and 
the other Advantages which we already have o f  
them in Trade, will Caufe to center in England, 
all or the moft Part o f  their Acquifitions on the 
general Ballance.

I  am



I am fenfibe that the Propofition which I her* 
advance is a very bold one, as it is fo oppofite 
to the univerfally receiv’d Opinion, that it were 
better for England i f  Ireland were no more; but 
i f  we confider (apart from Prejudices and particu
lar Intereils) how greatly we are already Gainers 
by the Trade and Induftry o f  that Country, poor 
as it is, we ihall perhaps give into a Notion fo 
greatly exploded, and begin to think, that the 
Wealth and Profperity o f  Ireland is not only com
patible with that o f  England, but highly conduc
ing alfo to its Riches, Grandeur and Power.

Sir William Petty (the moil ingenious Obferver 
o f  the lait Age) in his political Anatomy o f  Ire
land, computes that at the Tim e when the Land
lords Rent o f  the whole Kingdom was but 
432,000/. per Ann. there was remitted yearly for 
the Support o f  Outliers in England 200,000 /. 
Sterl. And this Article alone was lately, and I be
lieve very juftly, eftimated in a Book, called the 
Defence o f  the C o n d u d  o f  Ireland, at 600,000/,. 
ptr Ann. but we had alfo (when Sir William made 
his Calculation) almoft the entire Trade o f  that 
Country in our Hands ; we took o f  all their C o m 
modities, and imported to them all or moil o f  their 
foreign Confumption ; fo that it is more than pro
bable that we had even then coming to us out of 
that Country one way or another a Sum equal to 
the Landlords Rent o f  the whole; at prefent in-* 
deed they begin to manage their own Trade, and 
well for us it is that they do io, for elfe the Dutch 
and the French (who navigate fo much cheaper than 
we) would do it for them ; and by draining away 
their Wealth would leave the lefs thereof to Ifl'ue 
to us; but however, it is more than probable that 
they annually fend u> at prefent,

D  For
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100,000
080,000

250,000

For Coals,
For Corn,
For broad Cloaths, Eaft-India Goods, 
and Mercers Wares, Hops, T o y s ,  r  
& c. *
W e  have all their W ool raw and 1 
unmanufactured, which as appears 
by the Regifter thereof at the Cuftom- 
Houfe, for the Year ending Midfum- 
mer 1723, amounts to,Yarn included,
27125)1 Stone, which becaufe o f  the 
Monopol. thereof we buy in Ireland 
at 6  s. per Stone, in all 81382—  
firft C o ft ;  this by the Art and La
bour o f  EngliJJjmen is converted into 
Cloaths, Kerfies, Stuffs, and other 
Manufactures, and by a reafonable 
Computation is a Means o f  faving or 
gaining annually over and above the 
firft Coft
B y  the Expence o f  Irifb Outliers a - 1 
mongft us as per Eftimate J
So that we are Gainers or Savers by  ̂
our Dealings with that Country per >1780,000 
Ann, about ■)

And i f  the Gain o f  England on the general Bal
lance o f  her Trade with all the World, is no more 
than two Millions yearly, as is computed by 
the ingenious Doétor Davenant and others, how 
ihould we have been able to furnifh our felves 
with Matter for fuch an Excefs o f  Luxury and 
Profufion as we have lately known; and at the 
fame time to have maintained fuch long and ex- 
penfive foreign Wars, without fuffering the ut- 
moft Poverty, had not the Wealth which that

Country
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Country is a Means o f  bringing us from time to 
time, fed and fupported us with Money.

It is an infallible Maxim, that by  what Means 
foever Money is brought into a Country, it is e- 
qual to the People in general, fo it be not in a 
W a y  injurious to their Liberties: It imports us 
but little, Whether the Money o f  Ireland comes 
to us through the Hands o f  Merchants, or thro’ 
the Hands of Exchangers; they indeed, by  whofe 
Hands it comes, are likely to have fome on’ t flick 
to their Fingers, and it is therefore the Intereft o f  
each o f  them to have it come their W a y  ; but when 
once it is introduc’d, whether by  Ttade, or b y  
Exchange, it becomes equally the Property and 
Wealth o f  the Nation in general.

True it is, that particular Perfons, and Societies, 
may be afFeded by the Succefs o f  Ireland in Trade, 
but i f  England in general is Gainer thereby, it wou’d 
be a thing o f  fatal Confequence to be led b y  their 
Infinu3tions into fuch Councils as might cramp it 
in thofe Branches o f  Trade, which do not claih 
with our own.

Every particular Member o f  a Society has (no 
doubt) an Intereft in the Grandeur and Profperity 
o f  the whole; but yet every particular Member 
has at the fame Tim e another Intereft feparatefrom 
that, which he purfues with a more ardent Incli
nation, and that is his own private Intereft.

It is his Bufinefs to promote tire Power and 
Riches o f  the Common-wealth, but it im
ports him much more, however, to add to his own 
private Fortune and Degree in the State; and for 
that Reafon, whenever thefe two Interefts clafh 
one with another (as it too often happens) the 
particular Members with a perfed Tranquillity 
reap the fruit o f  publick Mifmanagements j or very 
unwillingly, and with great Murmurs fuffer any
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Lofs o f  their private Bufinefs, how neceffary fo~ 
ever it may be for the Health and Welfare o f  their 
Country ; and this perhaps is one great Reafon 
o f  the general Outcry againft the T rade and Wealth 
of Ireland, with which our Ears are o f  late filled ; 
but to reconcile the Interefts, and to take-care 
that whenever they claih or jarr one with the 
other, the Good o f  the whole lhall always be pur- 
fued, at whatever Expence or Lofs of particular 
Perfons or Societies, is the Bufinefs o f  the Legis
lature, which in our happy Conftitution is the 
Reprefentative, not o f  a Part, but of the entire 
Common-wealth ; and mufl therefore confiderthe 
general Good o f  the Nation, before that o f  Par
ticulars.

It  is true, that even in Parliaments, every Mem
ber may be fuppofed to labour with a more parti
cular Affiduity the Advantage and Emolument 
o f  that Corporation which fent him ; but every 
other Member does the fame; and thisDiftraflion 
o f  Affairs (as I may call it) brings the Matter quick
ly  to an Iflue, and by the Majority o f  Voices 
determines which is the common Good : But it 
fometimes however happens, that the Defigns o f  
particular Societies are fo gilt and varnilhed over 
with fpecious Pretences and Infinuations, that it 
is almoft impoffible todiflinguiih the real from the 
fictitious Good, and they are led into Miflakes : 
for alas, nothing but the divine Omnifcience can 
trace the Defigns o f  wicked Men, through all their 
Mazes and Windings : Amongft the Child refi o f  
Men there is no Infallibility, and the greateft and 
wifeft AfTemblies may err in their Determinations 
o f  what is, and what is not the Pubhck Good : It  
plight be initanced in many Particulars, but I ihall 
only mention one, which has refpeâ to our Trade 
with Ireland, and which occafion’d no fmail Lofs

Í9
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to us, I  mean that which forbid the Importation 
o f  Irijh Beef.

Before the Reftoration we were in the foie Pof- 
feifion o f  the Beef Trade, all foreign Markets 
were through our Hands furniflied with that com- 
modity, and thofe depending upon it, which be
ing bulky Commodities afforded no fmall Occupa
tion to Ships and Sailors, and no inconfiderable Pro
fit to the Nation in general, on the Articles o f  
T rade and Navigation ; but the Irifb Beef which 
was the principal Support o f  that gainful Bufinefs 
was afforded fo cheap, by  reafon o f  the Poverty 
o f  that Country, that our Graziers apprehended 
it would in fome time oblige them to lower their 
Prizes here, and made that a Pretence to call to 
their Landlords for an Abatement o f  their Rent : 
The Intereft o f  the landed Men is without doubt 

the fureft Teft  o f  the Publick Good : Could any 
thing be more artificially devifed in that tender 
Part, the Graziers attack d them, and b y  fpecious 
Arguments, pretended to demonftrate, that i f  
the Importation of Beef from a Country where
in Land was fo much cheaper than ours was 
fuftered, it would lower the Price o f  Envliib 
Beef : This  would affed the Lands that rear’d and 
fed them, and by that Means all the Lands o f  
England would be in fome time reduc’d to a Level 
or at leaft to fome Proportion with the Lands in 
Ireland: T h e  Argument feem'd feafible, and the 
Prohibition pafTtd: But what was the Confequence? 
T h e  Irifb clogg’d with a Commodity for which 
they loft the only Vent that they hitherto knew, 
were laid under a neceffity to look out elfewhere 
for a Market; and we found them more dangerous 
Rivals abroad than at home, they underfold us 
every where, and nothing was left to fupport us 
fS ?ny  P art P f  that Trade, which was fo lately
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all in our own Hands ; but the particular Excel
lency of our Beef above all others, from their 
rich Pafture, and the extraordinary Feeding which 
we bellow’d on them, Advantages which without 
a Prohibition, would ever have intitled our Gra
ziers to higher Prizes than any others.

Thus from the foie Dealers in Beef, Butter, T a l 
low and Hides (for which Commoditieswe could, as 
the Dutch do for their Spices, fix a Price at will) we 
all at once abdicated that advantageous Situation, 
deprived our felves of all the Gain thereon from 
Trade and Navigation, and became poor Sharers 
therein with another Country ; and all this by  
fuffering our felves to be led by the Infinuations 
o f  a particular Society ; whereas if  we did but look 
beyond the Surface o f  the Argument, we ihould 
find, that by what Means foever thepublick Trea- 
fure is-encreafed or exhaufted, by that fame Means 
the rents o f  Lands will always rife or fall; and i f  
■we did but cooly confider how much more Wealth 
muft necefTarily be introduc’d by the whole Beef 
Trade than by a Part o f  it, we ihould never be 
prevailed upon to lend a helping Hand to that 
Prohibition, w hich we then fo earneftly follicited 
for.

I ihould be glad to know with what Face a 
Petition from the Shepherds o f  England, to pro
hibit the Importation o f  Iri(b Wooll, would at 
this Day be receiv’d in our Parliament ; it is cer
tain that it would greatly raife the Price o f  that 
produced here; and the fame Arguments might 
be framed for it, that were made ufe o f  to pro
cure the Prohibition o f  Beef,’ but lam fure a very 
indifferent Politician might however fee, that the 
Gain o f  that particular Society could in no Mea- 
fnre compenfate the Injury it would do to our 
Woollen Trade, and to the Nation in general.
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T h e  Views o f  a trading People fhould extend 
themfelves far into Futurity ; for there are many 
things which carry an Appearance o f  an immediate 
Gain, and are neverthelefs highly detrimental in the 
E n d ;  and there are alfo many others, which at 
firft feem dangerous to the Wealth o f  a Country, 
that in Piocefs o f  time bring to it great Power 
and Riches : T h e  Husbandman conlider’d in Springy 
cafting his choiceft Grain into the Furrows, would 
undoubtedly feem mad, i f  we look’d no further; 
but if we confider him in the Harveji, reaping 
the bountiful Reward o f  his Profufion, how wife 
will he feem in foregoing a Part o f  his prefenc 
Hord for fo agreeable a Profped: in Futurity. T h e  
End is the fureft Proof o f  the Wifdom or Folly 
o f  our Aétions, ’ tis that which gives the fincerell 
CharaiSer o f  our Councils and Deliberations, and 
’ tis that aJone that ought to be coniider’d b y  a 
wife People.

Particular Societies tempted by a near Profpeii 
o f  Gain, are too apt to lay Schemes for aggrandiz
ing and enriching themfelves at the Expence o f  
the Publick; but alas, it is better even for them 
in the End, that the general Welfare ihould be 
purfued; for tho’ they may thrive foraSeafon on 
the Misfortunes o f  the Commonwealth, yet when
ever its Vitals are touch’d, a livid Palenefs, and a 
general Decay fpreads itfelf over all the Members, 
and they too late repent themfelves o f  thofe felf- 
interefted Counfels, which brought on its Ruin : 
Let us therefore, apart from particular Interefts 
or Prejudices, confider the Queftion before us, 
and we fhall find that the Wealth o f  Ireland has 
for many  ̂ears flow’d in upon us, and that the 
Method to encreafe that Inlet o f  Treafure, is to 
put it in a way of getting more; a way, I fay, 
that without incroaching upon our own Bufinefs, 4 will
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will encreafe its Riches ; for Ireland is to England 
( i f  I may be allow’d the Companion) a milch 
C o w ;  if we let it run into good Pafture it will 
overflow our Pails ; but i f  we deny it that, and 
leave it to ftarvein barren Grounds, it will quickly 
run dry, and become rather a Burthen than a Help 
to us.

But fome are o f  Opinion, that the Parliament 
o f  Ireland has o f  late ihewn fuch a fturdy Spirir, 
that it won’ t be fafe to make any Acceifion to their 
Wealth, left they ihould in Time be able to (hake 
off their Dependency upon the Crown o f  England. 
T h is  feems to be a very material Obje&ion, and 
it may not therefore be improper, before we pro
ceed any farther, to enquire a litle into that, and 
into the Intereft o f  the People themfelves in refped 
thereto.

T h e  Landed Intereft o f  Ireland has fuffer’d very 
confiderable Revolutions fince Queen Elizabeth’s 
T im e. In the beginning o f  King James the firft’s 
Reign there was a very great Change of Property 
in that Kingdom ; for that Prince led either by Po
licy  or AfFeftion, attainted feveral unfortunate Peo
ple whom his own Artifi ces and EmifTaries are faid to 
have ftirred up to a Rebellion in the preceding 
Reign, and gave all at once the entire Province of 
the North to his own Countrymen ; but how in
jurious foever this at firft appear’d, it was in the 
End highly advantageous to the Country in ge
neral, for the induftrious Scots Protejiants who fuc- 
ceeded the lazy Irijh, introducing Labour snd In- 
duftry into that Kingdom, laid the Foundation o f  
the Linen Manufacture, which is at this Time 
their chiefeft Wealth ; and made that Province, 
which was before the coarfeft and thinneft inha
bited in the whole Kingdom, equal to any two o f  
the reft in Numbers o f  Men, in the Acquifition

o f
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o f  national Wealth, and in the Beauty o f  Land 
Improvements.

T h e  next great Change was in Oliver Cromwell's 
Time, where the Irifli raking Advantage o f  our 
Commotions in England, under Prerence o f  aflif- 
ting the King, took up Arms, but with that bad 
Succefs, that notwithftanding the numbers o f  hc- 
neft Englijhmen who were fettled there, and who 
aflifted them with fincere Intentions to reftore the 
K ing ’s Affairs ; they were entirely routed, their 
Towns taken and fack’d, their Women and C h i l 
dren put to the Sword, their Eftates given to 
Englijh Protejlants, and Multitudes o f  thofe who 
efcaped the Fury o f  the War, and the Rage o f  
the Peftilence (Evils which Sir William Petty com
putes to have wafted upwards o f  500,000 Souls) 
were traniported into foreign Counrries, fo that 
in 1652, moft Part o f  the whole Kingdom was 
in Englifo Hand's ; and tho’ a confiderable N um 
ber o f  Acres were after the Reftorarion given back 
to thofe who proved their conftant good Affecti
ons, & c. yet there remained in the Hands o f  the 
Englijh and the Scots, in the Year 1672, upwards 
of 5,210,000 Acres, and in the Handsof thelrijb  
not above 1,280,000 Acres.

But the laft and moft remarkable Change o f  all, 
was upon the late Revolution; for King James 
the Second, having an Inclination to ftrengthen 
himfelf by the Affeftions o f  the encourag
ed and parted a certain A i t  in that Parliament, re
pealing all former Forfeitures, and reftoring to the 
Proprietors the Lands which were taken from them 
in 4 1 ,  & c. under Colour o f  which Law, all the 
old Irijh who could make out any Title  to the 
Lands o f  Englijh> entered upon them, and turned 
the Owners out of  Doors ; this occafioned an uni- 
verfal Confufion and Diftrefs o f  Affairs in Englifb 
Families, till King William after fettling Affairs in

E
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England went in Perfon thither, and in lefs than 
three Years reduc’d that Kingdom to an entire O -  
bcdience; the A i t  o f  Repeal loil its Force, the 
difperfed Engijb returned in Peace to their Habi
tations, and the Eilates o f  all thofe who were con
cerned in the Pvebellion were forfeited and fold, fo 
that at this D ay there is fcarcely any Land in Ire- 
Lnd held by any other than an Engííjb Title  ; and 
how is it then poffible to imagine, that a People 
who derive all their Titles from their Dependence 
upon the Crown o f  England, ihould ever be fo 
mad as to attempt or even to fufFer any thing that 
might impair that Dependence, which is their on
ly Charter for all the Power and Poifeliions which 
they have in Ireland ?

i i  we conlider the ConduCt o f  that People, 
lince the Revolution, we fhall find that we have 
no Grounds for fuch ajealoufy o f  them, and we ihall 
be convinced, that nothing but the cruelleft ACts 
of Oppreflion from us, and in them the extream- 
eft Madnefs o f  Defpair, can ever precipitate them 
into fuch pernicious Counfels ; for could there be 
in Appearance a greater Hard (hip upon them, than 
by Laws made in a Parliament, wherein they had 
no Reprefentative, to be retrained from export
ing any Manufactures o f  Wooll (the moft abound
ing and precious o f  all their Commodities) to any 
Part o f  the World, and from exporting the W ooll 
itfelf, raw and unmanufaCtur’d, to any Place but 
England? A  Regulation which laid them under a 
Neceffity to gain nothing on that Article o f  their 
Growth from Labour and Induftry, and to be
come only Shepherds to u s;  and yet they have 
lubmitted thereto, with fuch an uncommon Re- 
fignation, that no one Perfon has in fo many Years 
been convifted, orevenaccufedof aTranfgreflion ; 
they acquiefce under our Laws in Favour o f  the 
Eajt-India Company, which confine them to Eng
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land alone, for feveral Commoditiesof the Eafl ; they 
perform the Requifites o f  all our naval and com
mercial Laws, perhaps better than we our Telves 
do;  they have feen the Judicature o f  their Houfe 
o f  Lords taken away, without any other Oppofi- 
tion, than an humble Remonftrance to his Majef- 
ty  to interpofe in their Favour; they furnifh their 
Quota’s with Chearfulnefs and Alacrity, and are 
ever foremoft in Zeal for the Proteftant Succeffion, 
as may be inftanctd in their unlimited Vote o f  Cre
dit to his late Majefty, when threatened by feveral 
Infurreftions in Great Britain, and by the high 
Prizes which they offered for the Heads o f  his E -  
nemies. T h e y  fee their entire Church-livings, and 
all the civil and military Government o f  the 
Kingdom given from them, to fuch o f  us as ei
ther in Church or State hive deferved well o f  the 
C row n; and i f  thefe People have lifted up their 
Hands, not to refift, but petition againft a Projeih 
whofe difmal Effefts had fo lately thrown all Eng
land and France into theutmoft Confufion andDii- 
trefs; i f  they have addreffed and made Remon- 
ftrances againft a Patent, which contain'd in itfelf 
no coercive Claufe, and which was judg’d by them 
pernicious to their Bufinefs ; muft we from thefe 
two circumftances conclude againft a Thoufand, 
that they would i f  they had Power (hake off their 
Dependence upon us ?

Since then Ireland is fecured tous bytheftrong- 
eft T y es  o f  Inrereft and NeceiTuy,- fince every 
Addition to the Wealth o f  its Inhabitants will, 
by  enlarging their Stakes, confirm the T y c s  o f  
their Dependence upon us, and at the fame Tim e 
enlarge the Remittances o f  their Money to England ; 
fince every Acquifition which they make by T rade 
is at lad: to center amongft us and fince it is evident, 
that without employing them, we can never re
cover the Trade which we have loft; what fliould
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hinder us from making the proper Ufe o f  them* 
and fetting them up as Inftruments to encreafe cur 
Wealth, and to prevent the rife of any others, to 
whom the Trade o f  the Univerfe might prove a 
fatal Acceffion o f  Power, much to be dreaded by 
the reft of the World, tho’ more immediately by 
thefe Kingdoms whofe chief Defence has ever been 
the Dominion of the Sea? The means which I ihall 
propofe to bring this about are but few, and fuch too 
as in no Manner claih with their own Affairs, w * .

Firfli T o  encourage the Réduction o f  Intereft 
Money in that Kingdom to a Level, or at leaft to 
fome Proportion with that in France and Holland, 
that as little thereof as poffible may remain a Load 
upon their Induftry and Navigation, and a Cancer 
in the Bowels of their Commerce, to eat up all 
their other Advantages.

Secondly, T  o eafe their Importation o f  naval Stores 
from Scotland or the Plantations, bytakingof them 
all manner o f  Duties, and by allowing thofe o f  the 
Plantations to be direftly imported from thence 
without touching in England, that the building o f  
Ships there may be incumbred with as fmall an E x 
pence as poffible, and that they may be in that Ar
ticle enabled to underfel Foreigners ; for it is fure- 
ly  better for us to have the carrying Trade in the 
Hands o f  a People who are our Subjects, and whofe 
every Acquifition by Trade flows in daily upon 
us, to encreafe our Wealth and Power, than to let 
it remain in the Hands of thofe whofe every A c 
quisition by T  rade helps to turn the Ballance againft 
us, and to make us lefs confiderable in Europe.

Thirdly, T o  open to them the Fiiheries o f  Green
land and Newfoundland  ̂ and to give them all reafon- 
nble Encouragement to profecute the Herring Filh- 
ing, that Corner Stone ( i f  I may fo call it) o f  
the Dutch Wealth and Grandeur.

This is a Bufinefs in which we our felves mud
ever



ever be unfuccefsful, notwithftanding the many 
Arguments o f  late advanc’d, by a certain ingeni
ous Gentleman, to prove, that we can on our own 
Bottom recover it from the Dutch and French', for 
tho* as he fays very truly, Fiih is taken out o f  the 
Sea, and no Money ifTiies to buy it, yet whilft 
the raking o f  Fiih out o f  the Sea is more Expen- 
five to particular Englijlj Undertakers than to Dutch, 
fo long will they be able to underfel us at foreign 
Markets; but i f  the Irijby who could be put in a 
W a y  to build, man and vi&ual fo much cheaper 
than they, and whofe Situation and Harbours are 
fo much more commodious than theirs, had once 
betaken themfelves to that Bufinefs, they would 
every where underfel them, and in a few Years 
make that Employment o f  fo little Account to Fo
reigners, that they would (as we have been often 
forc’d to do) give up and negled it, and leave all 
the Profit o f  that gainful Trade to us and our D e
pendencies.

Fourthly, T o  encourage the Irifo to trade to the 
Coafts o fAfrick* where we are fo much out-num
bered in Settlements by Strangers, and in the Pro
duce o f  which we are fo fhamefully underfold at 
foreign Markets ; for i f  the Irif}) had once betaken 
themielves to that Trade, they would quickly re
cover it from the Dutch, the French, the Hamburgh- 
ers and the Danes, and fo confiderable an Addition 
to our T rade with thofe Parts, would not only en- 
creafe our general Wealth, but greatly add alfo to 
the Riches and Power o f  the Royal African C o m 
pany, by the Addition o f  10/. perC. D u ty  on fuch 
extraordinary Quantities o f  exported and imported 
Commodities as it would occafion.

Fifthly, T o  give the Turkey Company leave to buy 
up, and export to the Levant, direétly from Ireland, 
iuch Woollen Cloths as the French fell in Turkey, and 
as we, by reafoa o f  the excefliye Price o f  our La

bour, - *
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hour, cannot afford cheap enough to underfel them, 
in order i f  poffible to recover from them that Branch 
o f  the Turkey Trade, which by the great Number 
o f  Confumers is fo much better than that we are 
at prefent pofleiTed of,

I am fenfíble that it may be objedled to this that 
the Scarcity o f  Wooll, which the Exportation of  
fuch Clochs from Ireland would occafion here, 
might inhance the Price o f  thofe finer Pieces, which 
we at prefent fend to Turkey ; and by that means 
endanger that Branch o f  our own Trade ; but the 
Remedy is in our own Hands, for i f  we change our 
Management a little, and bury our Dead in home- 
fpun Linen, it will at once fpare from our Con- 
fumption o f  W ool enough to fupply that Scar
city, and fave England the Expence of fo much as 
we bury annually in the Ground.

Laftly, T o  encourage the Intercourfe and Corres
pondence between the two Nations, by an equal Dif-  
penfation o f  the Laws, and a more favourable recepti
on o f  thofe who come over; thereby to draw to a 
Settlement here greater Numbers o f  the Men o f  For* 
tune o f  that Kingdom, and by that Means to encreafe 
our Drafts upon them for the Support o f their O u t 
liers amongft us, an Article which by proper M a
nagement might be made to drain away moil Part 
o f  their general Gain by Trade.

Many other Ways might be ihewn to encreafe the 
Trade o f  Ireland) without damaging our own, and 
to make the Wealth o f  that Country more ufeful 
tous, but I have already exceeded the Limits which 
I  firft prefcribed to my fdf, and I fha!l therefore 
leave them to more accurate Gbfervers, fubmitting 
always in what I advance to the Judgment o f  the 
Publick, for whofe Welfare alone I have-ventur’d 
to expofe to the World Notions fo univerfaliy ex
ploded and condemned.

( 4 0

l


