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AN CHOMHAIRLE OIDEACHAIS

Terms of Reference

To advise the Minister, in so far as pertains to the powers, duties and
functions of the State, upon such matters relating to educational theory and
practice as they think fit and upon any educational questions and problems
referred to them by him.

General Regulations

1. The Council shall have no administrative, executive or financial powers,
duties or functions, and all matters relating to salaries, other grants and
pensions in respect of educational service rendered shall be excluded from the

scope of its discussions.

2. The Council shall consist of a Chairman and other members to a total
to be determined by the Minister, all members, including the Chairman, to
be nominated by the Minister.

3. (a) Subject as hereinafter provided, the term of office of the Chairman
shall be three years, and of any other member five years.

(b) The term of office of any member may be prolonged by the Minister
by such further period as the Minister may determine.

(¢) The Chairman or any other member going out of office may be re-
appointed.

4. If a member is absent from five consecutive meetings of the Council,
except for some reason approved by the Minister, his place on the Council
shall become vacant.

5. () Where the term of office of any member has been prolonged by the
Minister the term of office of his successor shall be curtailed by the period by
which the term of office of the predecessor was prolonged, but without prejudice
to the operation of Par. (b) of Regulation 3 as respects the term of office so
curtailed.

(b) Where a casual vacancy occurs by reason of the death, resignation or
absence of a member as hereinbefore provided, the member appointed to fill
the vacancy shall hold office until the time when the person in whose place
he is appointed would regularly have gone out of office and shall then go out
of office.

6. The Secretary of the Council shall notify the Minister as soon as possible
of every vacancy in the office of a member.

7. The Council shall hold ordinary meetings on such dates as may be fixed
by them. Other meetings of the Council shall be determined by them.
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AN comairle oroedsacCails

Téarmai TATARTA

Comairie 00 Gur ar an A1re, 54 méro 4 bameasnn Le cumacta asus Le Dudlsals
AZUS 1€ reromesnna an STaic, 1 °DTAOD Ni 4R DIT 1S OIRIGNAC L0 1 SCORSAT
010€4C415, 101R TEOIRIC AJUS CleacTaD e, ATUS 1 '0TAOL ce1sSTEe NO POINTEe 4R
DI1T 010€4CAIS A4 N-14RRPATD SE ORTU € COMAIRLIA MAR Sedall air.

Riatacéiin Sinearilca

1. Ni vero cumacca, DUALTAIS N peromeanna 45 an sCorhdirle 6 taob
R1ARACAN, PEIOMIGCAIN NO AIRTEADAIS DE, ATuSs berd cosc AR N1 AR DIT A Dameann
le Tuarastal, Le 'veontais eile né Le pimsin o€ Torad Seirbise oroeacals 4
TUSA0, 00 TAHLAIRT t401 REé1m conspoéroe sa Comairte.

2. Dero sa Comairle Cataoirtead 4ATUS comalcai eile oen Lion 4 Cinngro
Aan TAIRE AZus 140 uile, an Cataoirlesd ortu, 04 n-ammnii 45 4an Aire.

3. (a) ¥4 ré1r 4 DPuIl SocaIrR anseo Sios, TRi bLIaNA 4an TREMNSE poNAMh A
Leasrar amac 'von CataoirLead ATUS chi1g bl1ana 00 cComalta 4r bIT eile.

(b) Tis Le1s an Aire Trémnse ponamn aon cGomalta 00 Sinead ve tréunse
brei1se ar b1t 15 mian Le1s an A1re.

(c) An Cataoirleac m6 aon comdlta eile a mberd a tréimse ponamm 1ST1Y
4a1ge, vero cean € 0’ at-ammmnid.

4. MA Ligeann comaltda 4r DIT cG1F CRUMNITE TAIRIS 1 NO1ATO A ¢é1le Tan
TEACT 1 LATAIR ATus mda TarLaionn Tan Le1tscéal a1ge 4 bead 1onJlacta A5 an
Aire, direordar 4 A1T sin sa Comairie 0o Heit rolam.

5. (@) 1 scds ar LIC M4 sinpear TrRéMse ponamn comalta 45 an AiRre,
bamrear e trémnse ronamm an TE 4 CIRFEAR 1ha A1T 've REIR an 410 A1mMSiIRe
TUR Sinea’d TREMNSE ponAMh an Comalta sin, 4¢ 5an Cur 15TeAC 4R 01br1a a1t (b)
1 R1al4acdn 3 sa méro A bameann Le1s an TrRéEMSsE ronamh 4 SEARREaAi sa Tsli
sin.

(b) MA Zarlaionn polimTas panac 1 ngeall ar LIS comalta, N6 comalta
0’é1ri as an gComairle N6 comalta 00 bHeit as LATAIR MAR ATA Leagta sios 1

Ri1alacan 4, berd an comalta 4 AMMNEorar oon A1T &5 £OINT JO 0TI Aan T-am
A mbean an TE SO NDeAcars sé 1Ma 41T 45 'oul A4S ponam ar na gndc-comniollaca

ATUS RACA’O S€ 45 ponam ansm.

6. Cuirprd Ranai na Comairle 1 1aL 'oon Aire € com Luat 1s Tig Le1s am 4R
01t 4 oT4aRLATONn &1T polam sa Comairte.

7. TIoNOLEAR N4 INAT-CRUMNITE AR 0ATAT 4 SOCROFAR 4F an- SComairie.
1 geds crummnite eite si an Comairte a Leagrard amac '0dtai 001,
‘7



8. (a) The Chairman of the Council shall preside at every meeting at which
he is present. In the absence of the Chairman, the Council shall choose a

temporary Chairman.

(b) At any meeting of the Council seven members shall be a quorum.

(¢) No act or proceeding of the Council shall be questioned on account of
any vacancy or vacancies in their body.

9. The Council may appoint such Committees as they think fit, and may
with the consent of the Minister include among the persons appointed persons
who are not members of the Council.

10. The members of the Council, persons other than members appointed
by the Council to Committees in accordance with Regulation 9 above and
persons invited by the Council to give oral evidence, shall be entitled to normal
travelling expenses to and from the meetings of the Council, and to subsistence
allowance at appropriate rates where absence from home for one or more
nights is involved in attendance at meetings in connection with the business
of the Council.

11. In all matters not covered by the foregoing Regulations, the Council
shall form its own rules of procedure.
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8. (a) Cataoirteac na Comatrle 4 Derd 1 TCEANMAS TAC CRUINMIEE 4 mberd

5€ 1 LATAIR s15€. 15Cas an Cataoirlead 0o bert as Latair, Tograro an Comainrte
CatloirLeat sealanac.

(b) Az cruimmit 4R 01t 'ven ComalrLe 1S LEOR SEACTAR cotalTtai ¢un Lion
TNota.

(¢) Ni otbreord polantas né polémTals 4R b1 4 bead sa Comarrie cun
Thiom N6 TNOGTATOET 4R LIT e ¢uro na ComairLe 00 CUR 1N AIMREAS.

9. Derd cean a5 an gComairle c1bé CoOISTI 15 R1ACTANAC Leo 00 Ceapad

435us, Le haonth an Aire, 'vaoine 0o CUR 4R N4 CO1STI SN NAC comalTai 'oen
Comairte 140.

10. Dero comaltai na Comairle, DaoIMe NA¢ comaltai 4 cesprar ar Coisci
D0 REIR R1alLacdm 4 9 Tuds, 4TUS 'DAOINE 4 N-14RRFAR ORTU fF1andise DEiL 4
TADAIRT 1 'DTEIDEAL COSTAS cui TAISTIL 0 41l ¢uig crummnite na Cothairle agus
Abaite aris maille Le hallinTals PEe4ArRSAanTA 00 REIR RATAT reiliinacda am 4r
D1t 4 mberd ortu oice amdim no nios mé 4 Cartesm 4as baile 1 ngedll ar veit 1
LaTa1r 45 crummmte & bamerd Le sné na Comairie.

11. Ceappard an Comairle r14LACA 04 NOS 1MEAETA FEIN 1 °0TAOD ni 4R VIT
na¢ HPREATRAITEAR 00 sna Rialacdmm s Rroime seo.
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AN CHOMHAIRLE OIDEACHAIS



The Primary School

Don Aire Oideachais
1. INTRODUCTION

1. On the 5th May, 1950, we were asked by An Generdal R.
Ua Maolchatha, T.D., Minister for Education, to advise him on :

(1) The funetion of the primary school, and

(2) The curriculum to be pursued in the primary school from the
infant age up to 12 years of age.

We have the honour to submit herewith our Report on these matters.
In considering this Report, the scope as well as the limits of the general
terms of reference should be borne in mind.

2. The Report is concerned with the particular educational problems
referred to the Council by the Minister (i.e., the function of the primary
school and the curriculum to be pursued in the primary school from the
infant age up to 12 years of age), and its recommendations are restricted
to these and to matters which arise from or are immediately relevant to
them. It should be explained, however, that in seeking to formulate its
views on the function of the primary school, the Council found it necessary
to examine the existing scheme of primary and post-primary education and
to consider, especially, the question of the school-leaving age and the
pattern which education up to and after that age should, in the Couneil’s
view, follow. The function of the primary school, it was felt, could be
properly determined only in relation to what other edueation, if any, young
persons might be expected to receive. The fact that facilities for further
education beyond the primary school exist, that these are being gradually
extended, and that they are likely to become more widely available in
the future, must affect the determination of the scope of the primary
school and influence the aims and content of its curriculum. Accordingly,
the Council found it necessary to consider, at least for its own guidance,
the general framework within which additional education might in our cir-
cumstances best be provided, the re-organisation required, the position of
the primary school in the whole education system, and the co-ordination of
the work of primary and post-primary schools. For a better understand-
ing of its recommendations regarding the primary school, the Council has
considered it desirable to state its views generally on these problems of post-
primary education, including the scheme envisaged for the provision and
organisation of additional education.

3. These views, which are contained in Chapter XIII (pars. 363-407) are
not, however, being submitted in the form of recommendations. The ques-
tions involved do not properly come within the limits of the subjects on
which we report and, in any event, our treatment of them does not extend
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An Dunscoitl

‘Von Aire Or1oeacals

1. Réamra

1. &4r an 50 Dealcame, 1950, 0’1arr An Tenerdl R. 1la Maolcata, T.O.,
Aire Oroeacals, oramn é a Ccomairli 1 0TA0bH

(1) ferom na bunscoile, agus

(2) &n corsa Lémn 4 Leantai s4 mbunscoil 6 401S naiondm Ko haois 12
bl1am.

T4 sé 0’onoir AZSAIMN AR DCUARASCAIL 4R N4 hADAIR S1N 4 TADAIRT DUIT ANSE0.
A5 bre1tnit na Cuarascila s€o, TA REMM 4ATUS TORAINN N4 TCTEARMAT TATARTA
coitesann Le medabra 1 ‘oreanncd a céile.

2. Dameann an Tuarasciil Le1s na ce1sTeanna A1RITE 0rDEACAIS 4 CUIR &N
Ttdire cuig an gComdirte (1. Ferom na bunscoile ATuS an CORSA LEmMnN 4 Leantai
54 mbunscoil 6 4015 haiondin 5o haots 12 Hliam), agus Td 4 curo molcai TORNTA
Leosan agus Le hdbAIR ATA MAR TORAD ORTU NO ATA AT BRAIT ortu. MNi MmOR 4
minia, Apac, surb é15im von Comairle, 45 Leagan amac & tuarimi £a ferom
na bunscoile 01, an CORAS 0Oroeacals bhunscoile 4agus 18RHBUNSCOILE ATA ANn A
SCROON ATUS, SO hdirite, macnam 4 Véanam 4ArR Ce1ST na haoise pdgdla scoile
ATUS AR AN R14AN AR CO1IR, D4R LE1, 00N O0r0€ACAS TO 0TI 4N A01S SN, 4TUS M4
01410, Aleandact. Ni péaorai, measao, rerom nabunscoile 4 ¢imnead 5o baiLeac
AC 1 SCOMREIR Le pé oroeacas eile, 0d mb’ann 00, 4 $eoLan Daone 634. T a0
1S SO0 Lruil COIR OTDEACAIS ANn DE DARR AR 4an mbunscoil, So Bruil an CO1R SN
VA Leatni 00 REIR 4 CEé1le 4aTuS TuR 0015 SUR ForLe1tne £0s A Heas san am 4TA
ROMAINN, RACATO ST 1 TC10N AR REIMM N4 bunscoile aTus berd TIONCAR A1C1 4R
CuspPoIRi 15 4R M14na¢ an ¢arsa Lémn. ’O4& ré1r sm, b’éigean von Comairte,
mMAar TREOIR 01 £EIN AR A LaZ40, A Medas Cén CORAS, M4 OTADARFAT FeAR4AS DARR
0rDeAac4als, Ab fearr AR TCdsna, Cén T-ateagri ba T4 cuige, Cén T-10N40 4
Dean A5 4N mbunscoil sS4 TCORAS 010e4acals FRE Cé1le agus CEé MmAR COMORDOTAT
S40CAR N4 mbunscol Agus na n-1arbunscol. 1ondas o mb’fearr A TUISEI A
curo molcai fan mbunscoil, SiL an Cothairle TURDL 1Mmolcta 04 OTUTAO Si 4
CU1D TUAIRIMT SO TIMMEARALTA 1°0TA0L Ce1STeaNNA S€o an 01roeacals 1arbunscoile,
A5 A1R€am na scéime 4 SamLed si Cun Fe4arAS DARR 010€4C41S 4 TAVAIRT Agus
€45AR N4 scéime s,

3. Ni 1 brovm molrai, 4Fa¢, 4 TUTTAR na Tudirimi sm, 4Td Le céile 1
sCaroeatl XIII (aic 363-407). Ni tagann na ceisTeanna & 'DTRACTAR ORTU
50 bailea¢ La1sTIS '0€ TORAIMN N4 n-dbarR a4 DEUILIMTD AT TADAIRT TUARASCALA
ORTU, 4TUS 1M Aon ¢S Ni Tugann na TuaIRIMi MolTai beacta pd Carsal Lémn

3



to detailed suggestions regarding post-primary curricula, without which
any recommendations on post-primary education would be incomplete. Our
purpose is merly to indicate more clearly the basis on which our primary
school should work and the lines on which the education of our youth
might most profitably be undertaken in the primary school and continued
for a further period of post-primary education. We feel moreover that an
exposition of these views, however tentative and non-committal, would
encourage fruitful discussion of them and enable this Counecil, if so re-
quested, to reach more definite conclusions regarding them. We should
add that the problems in question were examined in conjunction with eer-
tain recommendations which were submitted in June, 1947, to the then
Minister by a Committee of his Department and reference to which was
made by his suceessor in his inaugural address to the Council. We had
also before us the Report of the Commission on Youth Unemployment
published in July, 1951, as well as earlier reports from other bodies con-
taining recommendations on some at least of these matters, notably the
Report of the Commission on Technical Education (1927) and the Report
presented to the Minister for Education by the Inter-Departmental Com-
mittee on the raising of the school-leaving age (1935).

4. There are certain problems closely related to the funection of the
primary school to which we are able in this Report to make but incidental
reference—in particular, the education of mentally retarded children, the
education and training of children mentally or physically ineapacitated,
the selection of primary school teachers, and the siting, design and equip-
ment of primary school buildings. Such problems would require separate
and detailed consideration on the part of the Council; to deal with them
in this Report would result in its submission being postponed to a much
later date.

5. It is proper to mention that, in view of the fundamental issues arising
in connection with the funetion of the primary school and its ancillary
problems, it was decided at an early date in our proceedings that the
Council, as a body, should work out the general scheme of its Report,
delegating details only to Committees.

6. Following a general review of the existing provisions for both primary
and post-primary education, the Counecil, through a general press notice
published in February, 1951, invited interested persons and organisations
to submit statements of their views on the subjects before it, while a letter
addressed 1o particular bodies, religious, administrative, educational,
cultural and social, invited opinions and recommendations on the special
problems indicated in Appendix 1. The response to these invitations was
very satisfactory, as is indicated by the list of names of those by whom,
or on whose behalf, statements were submitted (Appendix 2). For their
assistance the Council is sincerely grateful. The Council is also indebted
to the Minister for External Affairs, whose representatives abroad kindly
furnished material on educational developments in several of the countries
to which they are accredited. We must, too, record our appreciation of the
cordial co-operation extended to the Council by the Department of
Education; every request for information and assistance was most willingly
granted by them.

7. The Council did not consider it necessary, having regard to the
composition of its membership, the nature of the written evidence received
and the information available to it, to invite oral evidence, however
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1arbunscoile, ruo A ‘o’f:Ag'pA'o UIREAS4 AR 40N ComaiIrlLe 4 TADARTAT T4 0r0O€4acas
1arbunscoile. MNit o arom 454N AC 4 Lé€1r1G nios soi1léire cén bonn 4Ar CO1IR
D4R mMbunscoil o1brIG AR 45Us CEén bedalac ba TAIRDI ¢un TAVAIRT T4 oroeascds
N4 ho1Se sa mbunscoil azus Leanact 161 4ar read Tréimse eile 0 orveacds
1arbunscoite. Citear Hamn TRE1S1N TO MOROSTOD LEIRIT N4 OTUAIRIMT S€0, VA
Ceoiricifila 15 DA éigimmce 140, DI0SPOIREACT TaIRDEAC riutu A CUIRFEeAD AR
cumas na Comairle S€0, M4 h14RRTAR SN u1RrRT1, TIOCT AR DREIT N10S cIMNTe 1Mma
0TA0D. N miste BN 4 RA SUR SCR{IPOATOD N4 ceisteannd céanna 1 bpPAIRT
Le molTai d1rite 4 rinne Coiste 04 Romn, 1 Meiteam, 1947, Lte hdire an ama
51M 4TUS AR TATAIR 4 COMARDA 001H 1M 6R&rD Tionscnamh na Comarte. Vi os
4R TcOr pre1s Cuarascdil an Commisitm um ’Oifoscaioct Ogr4A 4 £o1Lsiod
1 mi 1a1L, 1951, maitte Le tuarascala ba tusite nd sm 6 OREamA eile ma ratbd
mMolTai 4 Curd 4r 4 LaZa0 o€ N4 hdbair s, S0 SoNRAC Tudarascdil an Coim-
1510 ar Cearooroeacas (1927) agus an Tudrascdil a tug Coiste €a0ar-
RANNAC £4 4RDU N4 haoise pagdla scoite pon Aire Oroeacars (1935).

4. T4 ceisteanna dirite 4 Lameas To OLIE Le ferdm na ounscoile nac
DPEADAIMID AC FO-TATAIRT 4 Oéanam 0610, SO hdirite scolaioCT PA1STI mall-
meabrac, scolaioCT agus o1LiaINT PA1STT A Druil €éalans mTinne N6 Co1rpP oRrTu,
TOSAO 0101 bunscoile, Aagus suiom, Leagan amac 4AJUS re1sTtiti foirgneam
bunscoile. Mior mor 'oon Comairle ceisteanna 'oen ¢imedl SiN 4 SCRGOG TO
mion astu £EmM; *O4& otugTai £dna bplé sa Tuarascdil s€o, CUirREi moill an-moRr
uire.

5. 15 COIR 4 RA SUR SOCRATIOD JO LUAT Le Linn 4R n-imeactai, 1 ngeall ar na
tavbanna bunasaca A bead Le réiceac 6 TAoH rerom na bunscoile agus & com-
ceisteannd, 5o Socrom an Comairle péin Le ¢éite bun-scéim a Tuarascdla,
Tan a¢ mionpoinci 01 o 'pagail pa Coisci.

6. T4ar €15 01 LéRmMmeas 4 Déanam 4Ar an SCORAS BUNSCOLATOCTA ATUS 14RDUN-
scoLAioCTA AraAoN, TUZ AN Comairle, 1 DFOTRA NUACTAN 4 £OILST0D A Tealra
1951, cuiread 00 DA0INE 4TUS 0 €4TRATOCTA, 4 mb'fii Leo sin, Tuarmi a
tabaire oon Comairle ar na hdbair 4 Bi Le plé aict. Seolad LiTir, prei1sin,
Cu1S OREAMA AR Le1T, GrodRAIS ATUS O1RD edglaise, LucT rR1ARACAIN, O010€ACAlS,
SAT0GTA ATUS COMDAONMACTA, AT 14RRATO TUAIRIMI ASus moltdai 4 na hibar
AR Le1t atd tuaice m Aguisin 1. Di an Lion preagral 4 TUSAD AR 4n 04 Cutread
51N Ri-54S01L, MAR 15 LEAR 6 L10STA 4 -ammneaca sio 4 Cuir RAITIS 15TEAC NO
AR CUIREAD 15TEAC 140 4R 4 son (Aguisin 2). T4 an Comairle tior-buioc 0iob
AS uc¢t A getnta. T4 an Comairle pd comaoin freism a5 an Aire Snotai
CACTRACA, AR SOLATRAIS A 1onanatte tAr Lear eoldas AR CORSAT oroedAcals 1
ROIMNT MAIT 0€ NA TIORTA M4 LEUIL 514D 1NA oToscaIri. DA ¢o1r OGN TAIRIS
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7. 1 ngeall 4ar mianac 4 COmMAlTA1S, 4R CINedl N4 frandaise sCrRiofd 4 fudir si
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desirable the receipt of such evidence might be. Even if such evidence
were considered necessary, the selection of representative witnesses would
have been extremely difficult, for in the field of education more than in any
other, it might be argued, individual experiences and views, at least in
matters of practice, are unlimited, and deserving of equal consideration.
Moreover, an adequate examination of even a limited number of witnesses
would have retarded our procedure to an extent not likely to be justified
by the results, particularly in view of the evidence already at our disposal.

8. The Council held 27 meetings of one-day session each, while
Committees of its members met on 19 other days.

9. In April, 1952, death unexpectedly deprived the Council of its first
Chairman, the Very Rev. Professor Denis Canon O’Keeffe, M.A., D.D., of
whose unselfish service and brilliant guidance in the formative and most
critical phase of its existence the Council here desires to record its deep
appreciation.

2. ExpPLANATORY NoTE

10. The use of the masculine forms of pronouns (“ he ”, “ his ”, ete.) in
reference to the words ““ pupil ”” and ‘‘ teacher ™ throughout the Report is
intended to include reference to a pupil or teacher of the female sex unless
the contrary is stated or is to be inferred from the context.
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9. r4 Aioredin 1952, tug 4n bAs leis Jan coinne céao-Catdoirledac nd
Comairte, An tOLLam Ri-O1r. Donncad an Canénac O Caommn, M.A., 0. 0. 18
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Lena "0TATRAITEAR 00 Na rocla ‘ walca '’ agus *° mamceoir © né ‘‘ oroe ”’
TR0 an Cuarascdil Seo, TATRAIONN 514D FRE1SIN DO '04LTA 1S 00 MAINTEoIR
mnd mura LUAITEAR 4 tALAIRT N0 MURA JCUIRTEAR € 1 SCEill.



CHAPTER 1
Outline of the History of Primary Education in Ireland

Introductory

11. Our present system of primary edueation was introduced in the year
1831. The idea of popular education was not then novel in Europe. 'It
had for long been sponsored by the Church, which for centuries was the
sole dispenser of education, particularly for the poor, for whom she pro-
vided free schooling. At times individual rulers and munieipalities assisted
in the provision of schools, the extension of which was influenced by various
religious and political movements down to the 18th century. It was, how-
ever, in that century that general education was given its greatest impetus
and that from two different sources. The philosophy which stressed tie
equality of men and the supremacy of the state, and the developing
industrial machine which required some mental training in even the least
of its operators, were both immediate causes of the several state-aided
systems of education afterwards established in Europe. Yet to none of
these influences may be directly aseribed the introduction of the Irish
system, but rather to causes connected with the country’s history. To
appreciate the form in which the system was organised and finally
developed, it is necessary to outline the history of Irish education from
its origins.

Education in Ancient Ireland

12. Little is known of social conditions in pre-Christian Ireland and
scarcely anything positive about its means or methods of education. There
existed, as in Celtic Gaul, orders of druidism of which that of an file pre-
served the traditions, laws, pedigrees and history of the race. History sug-
gests that this knowledge was passed on from generation to generation in
family schools through an arduous course of oral and memory training.
Writing and books did not exist. Ogham, the earliest form of writing
found in Ireland, was based on the Latin alphabet, borrowed probably from
Romanised Gaul or Britain and, judged from its archeological remains, was
used only for brief inseriptions on stone and wood.

13. The influence of an file appears to have been considerable, chiefly as
a result of the political and social system. The organisation of an tualh,
reflecting the decentralisation of power obtaining for centuries, and the
fact that society was a rural one enabled men of his class to bring their
learning and knowledge to the public. The early literature suggests that,
in addition to oral learning, physical training and music played an impor-
tant part in the education of youth. The fosterage in one household of
the sons of different families was a means of acquiring this education in the
case of the nobility, and probably this ecustom of the chiefs was followed
generally or at least by other freemen. Notable instances of fosterage
appear in our history down to the 16th century, the custom lingering on
to a later date, and in acts of Parliament aiming at denationalising the
people, fosterage was the object of special attack.
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Réamnra

11. Sa mbliam 1831 a cuiread cas Le1s an SEORAS buNSCoLATOGTA ATA ATAINN.
Nior smaoineam Gr san €oraip an uaIR 4D 01DEACAS A TALAIRT DON Pobal.
D404 rOMNE 511 6 TOT an C4aTLAIS CORAM OTDEACAIS 4N PODATL UIRED £é1n agus,
AR FE40 N4 TCEADTA bLiamn, ba i péin amdin 4 CuiR SCOLATOCT 4R AL, SO hdirice
00 N4 DOICT 4 oTUT ST D6G1H 1N ar1sce i. Amanna, CABRATOD R1ALEGIR] 4TUS STACT.
CATRACA A1RITE Le 5COLA A R14R, ATUS CUIR NA SLUAISEACTA E4TSHLA CREPDIM ATUS
POLAITIOCTA anudas 5o '0oTi an 184 401s Lena Lion. San 401s s, Arac, ba Mo A
Cuiredd 'olus Le horoedacas 00 CAC, ATUS SN AR 04 G'04R 1 DEAD 0 ¢éite. An
FEALsSuNACT 4 earbAIS COMCEARTA AN DUINE ATUS CeANNnds &n STAIT, ATUS 4An
CORAS TIONSCAIL 4 B 45 TIOCT 1 REIM ATUS AR R1ACTANAC CUIge 01L1GINT NTLeACTA
€151 S0 10 S4an TE ba LG TALACT D4 Curo 01bRITE, A 14D SN ba SAR-Cl1seanna
Le1s N4 STAT-CORAIS SCOLATOCTA 4 bunaio® 1ma 01410 S 1 0TIORTA €4KSGLA S4an
Corap. AC NiL s€ Le RA TUR ¢CeACTAR 010D S1h ba ¢a1s, ann £ém, Le bund COrA1S
na h€ireann. Da ¢irTe 4 R SUR 1 STAIR N4 TiRE A Di A (D4R, ATus Le bre1tiinas
4 TADAIRT 4R 4N €ATAR 4 CUIREAD AR AN TCORAS ATUS AR AN TCRUT 4 1ATAD AR
54 'DEIREAD, Ni MOR STAIR an oroeacars i Girinn o6na tas A riom o hacomair-

010eac¢As 1h €1rinn anatléo

12. Ni neol winn mordn pd Carsai comvaonnaca na h€éireann Rromm an
SCRIOSTATOCT ATUS 1S AR €151 ATA 4Aon eolds baileac ann 1 °0TA0D A CORAC NA
A mova oroeacars. Ui in Eirinn, mar bi sa nTaitl Ceilcid, sram OrRA0ITE 4R
ciram ‘0o VAMPILT Dioh seancas, olite, Jmealats 4AJus STAIR an ¢ine a4
¢caomamc. 1s costil O6n STAIR TO OTEXD 4an T-eolas s O Jlum o Jlain 1
scola 4 Bi a5 Teaslail ar Leit, Tré D1an-Carsa béalorols Agus o1liina cuimne.
Ni ra1d sCrRiOL Nd Leabra ann. Dunaiod an T-ogam, an ¢E40 Mo SCRILNEOIR-
eacta 4 cleactan m Girinn, ar abicir na Larone ATUS 15 0615 TUR 0 Co1lineacta
Romanaca na Tailte no na Dreacamme & puartas €. Ona dpuil 0'1arSM AT
Ve a5 seanodlaite, ni costil TUR bamead Leas 4s 4¢ 1 SCRiILINNMT Tearra cloice
no AOMAro.

13. 1s cosfiil Sur MOR TIONCAR an pile, e TORAD 4n CORAIS POLAITIOCTA
ATUS COMOAONNACTA SO0 hdirite. Cuir €4TAR N4 OTUAT, COMARTA 'Den *0i-LATRA
R1ALTAIS A MAIR N4 CEADTA bliain S4 TIR, 4TUS UIRE4ASA DAILTE MORA AR CUMAs
an file A ¢uro Lémn agus eolals 4 Cur 1 LATAIR 4an pobail. T4 sé€ Le Tuiscinc
AS An TSean-LITRIOCT TuR TUTAD TALACT MOR 1h 0r0€4acdas Daome 654 oon
CORPOILININTG ATUS ‘DON Ceol, 1 vTeannta an Héalorois. Da vealac Leis an
oroeacas s 0 fdil, 1 TCAs na n-uaiste, clann mac ve teaglag éagsala 4
CUR AR ALTRAM 1M Aon-Teac. ATUS 1S € 15°001C1 Jur Lean an pobal, no AR A La540
na ‘‘ saor-cé1Li,”” ven nos céanna. TA cdis SonTAsACA *Den aAlTtrRamas Le Léam
S4 STAIR anuas o 0Ti an 160G 4015, mar ba n6s € ndr cailledad 4R £40 JO 0TI
N4 01410 SN, ATUS 1 REACTA PARLAIMINTE 4 Ceapad Le N6S4 DUCAIS Na Tire 4
¢loi, h10NS4aiod an T-ALTRAMAS SO SE4R.
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The Coming of Christianity

14. Evidence of the high standard of eulture and intellectual develgp-
ment reached by our ancestors is afforded by the eagerness and finality
with which they received the message of Christianity. One of the first
tasks of the hearers of that message was to teach the Latin alphab.et and
language, necessary for the ordination of a native clergy. Thus, with the
new Faith, was introduced a new cultural agent and a new schooling. The
seeds sown by St. Patrick in the field of education bore rich fruit a eentury
later. This was exemplified in the monastery established at Cluain Ioraird,
which was to become in time the model for the centres of learning that for
the next five centuries covered Ireland and overflowed into neighbouring
countries, eventually as far east as the Danube. But Christian teaching
and its Latin learning did not dispossess the native culture. St. Patrick
himself, tradition holds, consecrated a native scholar, Fiaece Find of Sléibhte,
as first bishop in Leinster. The act was indicative of the spirit in which
the alien and the indigenous were ever to coalesce. In accordance with the
pattern Irish found its way into the monasteries, there to be clothed in
Latin letters and to be enriched by Latin loan-words, and finally to emerge
as the medium of the first vernacular literature in Europe outside Greece
and Rome.

Monasteries and Native Schools

15. The monasteries and lay schools of poetry prospered together and at
times even exchanged ideas and teachers. Colmeille is not the only example
of a monk skilled in Latin who also composed in Irish. The standard of
learning in two languages, the knowledge of literature and philosophy, the
beauty of Irish manuseripts, testify to the efficacy of the fundamental educa-
tion acquired by the Irish monks and peregrini. Where was this elementary
education obtained? In at least one monastery, Cill Ide in Co. Limerick,
boys are known to have been taught from childhood." It is unlikely that
St. fde’s school was the only one which young persons entered for education
at an early age. More probably, however, as may be shown of several of
our holy men, aspirants to monastic life were individually taught in their
boyhood by local priests and hermits, receiving elementary education in
this way before entering the monasteries at about the age of 16. The growth
of the monasteries, encouraged by Irish rulers, multiplied the centres of
elementary training, and, making due allowance for a number of foreign
students and for possible exaggeration of totals, the large number of
scholars reputed to have attended Irish monasteries suggests that a fair
percentage of the people received a good measure of education. The de-
centralisation of government, as well as the parochial influence of the
monasteries, helped the extension of learning; local art, law and literature
needed local schools. Loeal autonomy was thus the cultural strength, as
well as the political weakness, of the Irish nation.

9th-12th Century

16. The course of Irish learning was interrupted but not brought to an
end by the Danish invasions.  The Irish vietory at Clontarf gave the
monasteries a renewed spell of influence, and speaking of the importance of
lay learning at this period the late Professor Curtis, in his History of

1 Irish Monasticism—Rev. John Ryan, S.J., M.A., D.Litt. p. 139,
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14, 15 F14N41S€ 4R ARD-CAITDEAN SATOCTA ATUS LEINN AR SINSEAR 4 fonnmaire
ASUS 4 C1MNTI 4 SLACADAR Le1s an So1scéal. AR N4 CELD-CORAIM & Di 4R teac-
T41Rri an TSo015CEé1L, i MmGImeand atbicre ATUS TEANTA na Larone, Le <0 mb"pérom
CLé1r 'ven Tir 0 o1rvoN1G. Sa TCao01 s, TAIMZ CO1R Nud S4T0CTA aTus scolaiocTa
15Teac Le1s an gCreroeam. Tug an siol oroeacals 4 Cuir Pa&orais Naora TORAD
CEADTAC SAN A01S "DAR Scionn. MNil sampla 1S TE4ARR D€ Nd MAIMISTIR Cluana
10RAI1RD, 4 Di 4R ball 1ha heisiompldir 45 N4 hionaro Léimn a4 Hi 4ar Leat Le
n€irinn sa SCZ C€4D bLiam 1na 01410 S ATUS A SPREIS amacC 1 TCOISRIOCA,
SO1R T4 VEIREAD T0 brUAC N4 'Vandibe. A¢ nior Cuir Teagasc na Criostaiotta
N4 aléann Larone an TsaioCT vaca1s 45 4 seilb. 0o RE1R SCé1l, Co1sr1g PADRAIT
réin an sa01 Cireannac, Trace Timo SLéwTe, mar ¢éav-easpass 1 Lagne. Ni
RA1D 54 NINiom AC s€4an 'ven nos ma HEipi 14S4CT ATUS *DOCAS Cun 4 ¢E1Le aR14aM
6 50mM. Vo REIR 4n n61S, FuaIR an J4eilge AT SN MAIMISTREACA, Fe1STIoD i
F4 culait Licreaca na Larone, ¢uir 14546¢T pocal 6n Teanga sin Lena saibreas,
Agus TAMZ si cun cin astu amac an CE4D-teansa san Corap MAR SCRIODAD
SNAT-ULITRIOCT, Lasmuig nen Jré15 agus oen Romn.

Na mainistresata AZUS nAa Scola DHEAIS

15. Ui an vea-rat céanna 4ar N4 maMiSTREACA ATUS AR scola na Hprili agus
Tuga04arR €N, 1N amannd, smaoInNTe 4xus o1oi 04 ¢éite. MNiord é Colmceille
4an T-40n Mmanac 4 ratd Léann na Larone 4a1r agus 4 ¢um 0dn Taeilge. A 3cag-
'nedn Lémn sa 04 teangd, 4 n-eolds 4r LITRIOCT ATUS 4R fe4alsinactT, ATus
AilLesct a Lamsceribinni, 15 TE1ST 140 4R é1reactT an bBunoroeacals 4 Fuair
mana1g agus peregrint Jael. CAR TuSed an bunoroedacas sm?  1s eol oGinn
TO MAINTI buacailli 6 4018 LMH 1 MAIMISTIR amdim 4R 4 Lageo, 1 5CilL Toe 1
5Co. Luimmig.!  .A¢ ni moroe gur ag Naorm Toe a bi an T-aon scoil M4 mamci
PA1STI 054, 15 00150€, APAC, MAR 15 LEAR 0 Deatai Curd '0e na naoim, o Hruair
budcailli 4R T1 oul 1STEAC 1 MAMISTIR TEATASC 0010 M 6 SATAIRT 4ATUS 6
Vitreab Ay A1TIHULA, ATUS TUR MAR S1h A FUAIREADAR 4 JTCUro bunoroeacais
SARA TOEACADAR 1STEAC 1 MAMISTIR 1N 401S & 16 bliana N6 mar smm. Cuir pds
N4 MAMISTREAC, AR CUIR NA tlata Lena Lion, méana Ar Lion nda n-10nao bun-
o1L1NA ATUS, 00 REIR 4N LeAR MOR mAac Lé1nn ATA Tugtd4 Sios DO MAaMmisTrReaCs
na h€ireann, £1i MmA COMAIRTEAR ROIMNT €4CTRANMAC OREU ATUS TO Mb FEIr0IR
AIDEé1L a Hert san 1omldn, 1S costil SO DEUAIR R1AR AT 0en Pobdal c1on cotrom
oroeacars. Cabrais moO R1ALTAIS N4 OTUAT ATUS TIONCAR A1THAIL N4 maInis-
TREAC Le Leatan an Lénn; nior mMmOr scola A1T1GlA Le PrReAsTAL onh ealdin,
pon oli agus 'oon Litrioct &iciail. D4 ¢dis mirc won ndisiin €Gireannac 1
GeuRrsai s4i0¢T4, MArR SN, MArR ba Ciis Laige VO 1 TCURSAl polaiTiocta,
neamsplLedcas na otuat.

90-124 Ao1s

16. Dac 1onra0 na Loclannac pords an Lémn m Girimn a¢ nior basc sé e.
TAar 615 na buaroe 1 sCluam TAaIrD, méanaid 4rRiS ar TIONCAR N4 MAIMISTREAC,
agus ma History of Mediaeval Ireland, o'péao an tOllam CurRTIS 4 RA T4
EADACT an LEMN tuatai an TRAT 00: ‘‘ no country in Europe of that time main-

1 I'nish Monasticism— Rev. John Ryan, S.J., m.a., '0.Licz., Lé. 139.
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Mediwval Ireland, could say that ¢ no country in Europe of that time main-
tained so large a elass of {iterati, or one so influential.” From this period
too have come some of the finest examples of native craft, art and architec-
ture, of a technical skill and artistic appreciation connoting a high standard
of basie education. The ordinance of the Synod of Clane (1162) that none
but a graduate of Armagh be appointed as fer légind or teacher in the
monasteries indicates a desire to maintain a high standard, and instances
of grants of lands and other endowments by Irish rulers to new schools at
the same time point to efforts to promote education.

In the Norman Period

17. The monastery schools were being rebuilt and the lay schools were
entering on a new era when the Normans came. Soon Norman abbeys were
to be raised, although these were to be comparatively few in number. A
feature of the early attempts at conquest was the Norman practice of
building castles on the sites of the older monasteries and of confiscating
lands which maintained the native institutions. Episcopal seats followed
the new strongholds or removed into the towns, thus helping to efface the
rural aspeet of Irish society. Into the towns also, probably, went some of
the Irish to school, as they were to do at a later date. Within the Pale
statutes were made to counteract what were regarded as formidable native
influences among the settlers—the use of the Irish language, the entertain-
ment of bards, the practice of fosterage and other native customs. For the
most part, however, native schools and institutions eontinued their work,
and from the beginning of the 14th century right down to the Battle of
Kinsale the number of poets and writers issuing from the Irish schools is
almost legion. Outside the Pale, at the same time, native monastie in-
stitutions were opened, the most famous of which was perhaps the Fran-
cisecan convent at Donegal, from which was to come later a train of Irish
scholars and teachers.

New Aims in Education

18. The year 1537 marked the beginning of a new edueational era for
Ireland. Hitheirto the systems had been voluntary: there was a separate
Irish system, ecclesiastical and lay, operating over all the land ; there were
also Norman-English schools which were confined to the towns and even
there were hard pressed to maintain their existence uninfluenced from
without the walls. Now the English State positively intervened to direct
education. Heneceforth there was to be a carefully-planned State system
of schools aimed at assimilating the Irish people to English culture and to
the new religion. This poliey was to be maintained with varying emphasis
and intensity for the next 300 years.

English Schools

19. The new poliey was inaugurated by “ An Aet for the English order,
habite and language " passed by the Dublin Parliament in 1537, which pro-
vided that any person receiving major orders should undertake to learn the
English language, to teach all others under him English, to “ bid the beades
in the Englishe tongue, and preach the word of God in English,” and to
“keepe or cause to be kept within the place, territorie or paroch . . . a
schole for to learne the same. . . .”” In so far as the statute preseribed
the establishment of parish sehools, it was but a civil eounterpart of the
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tained so large a class of liferati, or one so influential.”” 1s Leis an crémnse
51N, re1sin, A BAINedas curd 'oe na samplai 15 bredtaoe ¢cerone, 0’ ealain ATUS
0’ ailtireacc 0aca1s, 4 Lruil 0 o1lceact Teicniil AJUS Ve TUISCIN AR ealain
10NTU 5o Lé1rioNn S140 ARD-Ca1ZDEdN bunoroedacals 4ar Luct 4 saotruite. 1s
Flanaise ar an R14CTANAS 4 ceapad 4 bveit Le haro-Caigoedn 4 Cotil react
Seanaro Claonca (1162) 4 socrais na¢ vpéaopai a¢ scoldire as Aro Maca
4 Ceapad mar ° fer LS T’ no ollam Sna MAMISTREACA, ATUS 1S F1andise
AR N4 N1ARRACTA 4 RINNEAD Le1s an o1'veacas 4 Cur Gun cimn an Talam 4Jus na
'DEARLAICT e1le 4 Dronn plata T4ael ar scola nua £an am céanna.

Tréimse na Normanacé

17. Bi scola na mamistreac 0d& N-4aTOTAIL a5uS Scola na BEiIli 45 TosSNG
AR RE MuA NuAIR 4 TAMT na Normanais. Dunaiod mamiscreaca Normanaca
T4n moill, biod Jur Hesg A Lion. D4 nés a5 Normdanard 1 0Tas bdire caistedin
4 TOSAIL ar LA1TreACA Na sean-mainistreac Aus na Taltai 4 Cotars 140 4
$abdil. Llean suice easpag na 0AIMSIN Nue N6 he1STRIOD 1STEAC S0 0TI batlce
MORA 140, RUD A CADRAIS Le TIONCAR Nd TUAITE AR 5S40l comdaonnac na néireann
4 Lagad. 15 0015 To noeacars curo 'oe ns h€iresannaig ar scoil 1STead sna
bailte céanna, mar CudoAr 1Ma 01410 sm. Laistig oen PAEIL, RINNEsd ReacTa
1M 4ATAT0 NA NOS DUCA1S DA MO A Cualg 1 TC10N AR Na COILINIS—US41r0 na Taeilge,
coroream Le pili, altramas Aagus no0sda Jaelaca eie. ‘Ven ¢uro 1s mo, Arac,
Lean na scold ATUS N4 FUNDNIREACTA 0UCA1S 04 FCUuro o1bre 4TUs 6 TosAC N4
146 ao1se anuas 5o oti Cat Cronn TSA1le, 15 64¢Tac an Lion Fi1li ATUS SCRiL-
neo1ri 4 TAMIZ 4s N4 scola Taelaca. Taob amng oen PAIL, s4 Trémse céanna,
Bi mamistredacd PUCAsaca D& mbunt; ba i MAINISTIR N4 DPROIMNSIASCANAC 1
00N na nTall an cesnn ab 10mrAITI 0ioh, b'éro1r, agus tug Si M4 01410
s lear scoldiri 4AZus o101 Donh TiR.

Cuspéiri Nuatde san 010eACAS

18. San mbliam 15637 tosaig ré nua oroeacars m €irmn. Romme sm, ba
CORAIS DeoNTACA A DI ann: Vi CORAS DUCAIS AR Le1T, a5 an €4glals ATus 4g
TuaTalg, 1 RémM OR o na Tire; Vi scola Sacs-NMormdanaca ann pre1sn nac
moeacals tar na ballce mora, €€ Tur VoIS VO1L ansin pEéM TEACT SA0R 6
T10NCAR N4 nTael Taoh amuis o€ na ballai. Anois SLAC an STAT Sasanac PAIRT
CINNTE 1 R14AR 4N 01r0eaca1s. AS seo amac bi coras beact-geromitil scol St
Le et ann ar CuspoIr na Taeil 4 TALAIRT Le saioCT agus Nosa Sasana 4agus
Le1s an gereroearn nua. Commiod Leis an mbearcas s 5o ceann 300 vliam,
cé TO MDEACAIS ATRUITE DEATA AR 4 TREO 4TUS AR 4 TREISE 41RO Aam S0 ham.

Scota Déarta

19. ““ An Act for the English order, habite and language '’ & mit Par-
tammime Daite &ta Cliat 1 1637 4 cuir Tis Le1s an mbedrtas nud. Fan AcT,
DT AR 40N DUINE A BEAD 4T DUL £4 MOR-01RD MOTD 4 TAHAIRT an DéarLa 0 foglam,
DéarLA 4 MEMesd 00 $4¢ oume paot, ‘ bid the beades in the English tongue,
and preach the word of God in English,” agus pos ** keepe or cause to be
kept within the place, territorie or paroch . . . a schole for to learne the
same. . . .. Saméro SUR ORDAIS AN REACT SCola pardiste 4 bund, N1 RA1D ann
AC COEROM 4N REACTA ¢anomoa 4 Bi 1 brerdom ceana Le rROIMMNT ¢éanta bliamn 1
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canonical obligation already in force for some centuries over Latin Europe.
The Aet (28 Henry VIII) is the first recorded attempt to set up a state-
sponsored primary school system. There is no evidence to show to what
extent it led to the immediate foundation of schools, but from the Reports
of the Commission of Inquiry of 1824 it is elear that many parishes pos-
sessed a school of this deseription.

Other Acts affecting Education

20. In the same year (1537) the Dublin Parliament, which had again
banned fosterage and other native institutions, passed the Act of Supremacy
together with an aet dissolving the abbeys and vesting their lands in the
Crown. A petition sent by the King’s Council in Dublin to the English
Chancellor pleaded, unsuccessfully, for the continuance of certain Norman-
built abbeys, and stressed that in these “ yonge men and childer, bothe
gentilmen childer and other, bothe of man kynd and woman kynd *’ were
educated in ¢ vertue, lernyng, and in the English tonge and behavior.”
The new law required office holders (lawyers, schoolmasters, ete.) to recog-
nise the King as Head of the Chureh, but its terms were not then universally
enforced.  These State decrees relating to eduecation in Ireland were
supplemented by the law of Elizabeth in 1570, providing for “ a free schoole
within every diocesse ” for grammar or secondary school education, and by
the foundation of Trinity College, Dublin, in 1592.

Schoois of Poetry and Town Schools

21. In spite of four centuries of Anglo-Norman aggression, the native
schools of poetry, law and physic continued to flourish. Family poets and
writers were to be found in different parts of the land, wherever their
learning could find a patron or, later, wherever an Irish chief could be
encouraged or urged on to uphold native rights. The volumes of poetry
published in our own time, the bardic grammatical tracts, the books on
medicine translated or compiled, the religious works and the translations
from other literatures, are evidence of the efficacy of the training given in
Irish. The Memoirs of the Marquis of Clanrickard, published in 1722,
contain the only description we have of the methods of teaching adopted
in these schools. What concerns us here is that, for their students, “ the
qualifications first required were reading well, writing the mother tongue,
and a strong memory . The schools held their entrance tests and were
taught in classes ‘‘ wherein a regard was had to everyone’s age, genius,
and the schooling had before, if any at all; or otherwise >>. In these
classes, study was continued for 6 or 7 years until the final degree
was conferred, the school and its students being maintained by ‘ the
gentlemen and rich farmers of the country ”. Campion, the author of a
Historie of Ireland, speaking of these lay schools in 1574, asserts that the
students “ without either precepts or observation of congruitie ” spoke
“ Latin like a vulgar language, learned in their common schooles of leach-
craft and law, whereat they begin children, and hold on sixteene or twentie
yeares. . . . The Irish professional schools in law and medicine were
unique in Europe in that they gave equal place to the vernacular (Irish)
and Latin as media of instruection; Latin was taken by students even in
the primary stage in education.

2 Quoted in Education Systems in Ireland from the close of the Middle Ages—
Rev. Professor T. Corcoran, S.J., D.Litt. p. 4.
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Scrioca Laroneaca na h€orpa. 1s € an TAlT Sin (28 hanraor VIII) sn céeao-
14RRACT 4TA AR €0L4S £d STAT-CORAS bunscolaiotta 4 bund. MNil £14n41S€ 4R 4n
MErD scol 4 bunaiod LAITREAE Fa01, 4¢ 15 Léar 6 Cusrascata Commisiam
Fioswricdm 1824 o rad scoil ven Tsorc 1 TCuro mait PARrA1STi.

Acta etle a Bain Le hO1DeACAS

20. Sa mbliam céanna (1537) tar 615 06 alTRAMAS AZUS NGSA DACAIS e1le a
COIRMEAsc 4aris, r1T Parlammine Daite dta Cliat an TACT Ceannais maraon Le
hACT 45 '01SCA0ILEeAD NA MAINISTREAC ATUS 4% 0ilsiti 4 TCuro TALTAT S4 TCOROIN.
Cuir Commairie sn Ri 1 mDaite &ca Cliat acaimi, nar SEILLESD 01, CUIS Sesn-
SAILEAR S454N4 45 14RRATO 5O SLANGEAT maInISTREACA ARITE DE Hunad NorRMANAC
4R 4n TeO1S Tur tuganar scolaioct o ° yonge men and childer, both
gentilmen childer and other, both of man kynd and woman kynd *’ 1 ** vertue,
lernynge, and in the English tongue and behavior.”’” T4an oli nua bi ar tucc
o1715€ (DLi0'D61RT, MA1STRI sco1le, TrL.) an Ri 0 aomail mar Ceann na h€aglaise,
C€ nac 1 JCONAi & Cuirean & fORALA 1 Hrerdom san am. Cuiread Le1s na reacta
STAIT 510 1 °0TA0D an oroeacars m Eirimn Tré reacc €itise 1 1570, a o’oroars
S0 mbunérai “ a free schoole within every diocesse ’’ Le horoeacas Tram«n4i
N6 mednscoile a tabairc, agus tré bunt Coldiste na Trionoroe, Daile dta
Cuiat, 1 1592.

Scola pili A5us scota cATrAE

21. 'O’amneomn c¢eitre ¢éan bliam 0’10547 Sacs-NoRMANAE, MaIR N4 Scola
'DUCA1s piIliocTa, pémeacals agus Leigis 1 rém. Vi pili agus scribneoiri Le
41l 1 SCoD4 €4Fstla '0en TiIR, don 41T 4 Ra1 €arlam 04 Scuro Lénn no, nios
'0éanai, aon AT 4 R4 plait Eireannac Le comalrliG 16 Le SRI0SAD ar mhaite
Lena 00CAS A CO0SAMT. 1S TEIST 4R feabas na hotliiind a4 TUSAD AR Saeilge
N4 'vioglama '0dna 4 £o1Lsion Lendr Linn £éin, TRACTAIS TRAMADAT N4 bairone,
n4a Leabra Le1S1s 4 ha1STRICD N6 4 TIOMSAI0D, N4 hAa1STI CrREroi 4AJus na
ha1sTRIGEAIM & RIMMeEaD 4as Licriocta ete. 1s 1 Memoirs of the Marquis of
Clanrickard,” a poitsion 1 1722, atd an T-aon GUNTAS ATA ATAIMN AR 1004
Teazaisc na mbaro-scol. MNi bameann ve anseo Lin a¢ JURD 140 N4 bun=
¢cdiliotta 4 teastarg 6na scuro mac Lémn ‘“ reading well, writing the mother
tongue, and a strong memory.”” Vi a oTr1ala 10na04¢TA £EM 4T N4 scola
Aagus maInci na scoldiri 1 ranga ‘° wherein a regard was had to everyone’s
age, genius, and the schooling had before, if any at all ; or otherwise.”
Ca1t1ois sé N6 SeAcT '0e HLIANTA 45 STAPOEAR SNA RANTA SiN KO mbRronNNTAi an
¢éim DeIrrd ortu; 140 uaisle Asus reilméarai satbre na Tire 4 Cotars na
scola agus na scoldiri. ’OGirc Campion, @woar an “‘ Historie of Ireland,”’
AT CUR 5105 D0 4R N4 SCoLA Tuata seo 1 1574, gur Labair na mic Lémn, * without
either precepts or observation of congruitie,”” an Larom ‘‘ like a vulgar
language, learned in their common schooles of leach-craft and law, whereat
they begin children, and hold on sixteene or twenty years. . . .27 Ni raid
54n CoRAIP LE1LErDi e1le na scol Sarrme oli agus Le1gis 4 bi m Eirimn sa méro
TUR DAMEADAR comleas as gndt-teansa (Taeilge) agus as Larom mar airmedn
teagaisce; 0'foglaimio®d valtai Larom pi 1 Scirsa 4 Scuro bunscolaiocta.

204 a1tr1s m Education Systems in Ireland from the close of the Middle Ages—Rev.
Professor T. Corcoran, S.J., 'O.lice., L. 4.
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22. In several of the larger towns, particularly Kilkenny, Limerick and
(Galway, schools of Norman-English origin continued to operate under
Catholie direction. These schools stood midway between the government-
sponsored and the native schools, for they were English in culture but
Catholic in religion; they taught English as well as Latin, and although
the sons of some Irish nobles attended them, they do not appear to have
made provision for the teaching of Irish.

Emigration for Education

23. In the 16th century began that memorable exodus of young Irishmen
for the purpose of obtaining in Huropean universities and cotleges the
education that was denied them at home. Many of these were to return to
Ireland later as priests and teachers, to minister to the religious and
educational needs of the people. Their records in the continental schools
testify to the high level of the preliminary education which they had
received at home.

After Kinsale

24. The defeat at Kinsale in 1601 had disastrous repercussions on the
Irish way of life. The dispossession of native patrons and the plantation
of their territories caused the dissolution, except in a few areas, of the
Irish secular schools. The religious orders and secular clergy endeavoured
to promote the education of the Catholic populace, but in both town and
country their schools were constantly suppressed. On the part of the
State, James I in 1612 assigned the rents from confiscated lands in Ulster
for the endowment of free Royal schools. His successor also made grants
of land for the endowment of schools providing elassical instruection, and
in his adversity seemed to be inclined, through the Ormond Peace Negotia-
tions of 1644, to acquiesce in the Catholic demands for “ the erecting of
one or more Innes of Court, Universities, free and common schooles ",
although at the time it is to be inferred from non-native sources that there
was no need to meet such demands sinee “ in many places of the land . ..
Papists are permitted to keep schooles; unto some whereof such multitudes
of children and young men doe resort, that they may be esteemed rather
Universities, teaching therein not only the Tongues, but likewise the

2”3

liberall Arts and Sciences 7.

The Penal Laws and Education

25. The systematic suppression of Catholie schools and school-masters was
part of the penal code inaugurated under the Cromwellian Protectorate.
The policy was eontinued under the succeeding régime when it was pro-
vided by law that school-masters should undertake to conform to the
Established Church, take the Oath of Allegiance and Supremacy, and be
licensed by the local ordinary. Under ‘“ An Act to restrain Foreign
Edueation 7 (1695), it was made penal to receive education other than in a
Protestant school. The statute, while enacting that no Catholic should
publicly teach school, admitted that Catholic schools were numerous and
required that the Aects of Henry VIII and Elizabeth in relation to the
founding of parochial and diocesan schools, respectively; should “ from
henceforth be strictly observed and put in execution . A subsequent

3 e¢f. Corcoran, op. cit., pp. 24-25.
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22. 1 romnt e na C4TrACA, TO hdirize 1 5Cill Commig, 1 Lummnead agus 1
nSaillim, Lean scola e Hunad Sacs-Norménac 4ag reromii fd  STIHURAD
Catoiiceac. Tamig na scola seo Leat bealar$ 01R N4 STAT-SCola 4aTus na
5C0La DGCa1S! BIODAR SA4sanac Do REIR $4i06TA agus Catoiticeac 0o rénr
Creromm; miameaoar Déarla ¢om maie Le Laroin 4ATUS, CEé SO MDEeArNn4a clann
mac romnt v’uaiste Jaet FREA4STAL oRrTu, ni cosuil o miinti Jaeilge ioncu.

Imirce Ar TOIR 010DeAcAlS

23. Sa 160 a01s 4 tosais mirce 1omraITEAS 0 OISEEARA Tael ¢uig 1olscola
4AZuS Cola1sTI Na h€orRpa 4R TOIR 4N 01DEACAIS 4 cellead ORTU S4 mbaile. O'pilL
50 Leor acu ar €1rmn aris mar S4TAIRT ATUS MAR MAINTEOIRT L€ FrEAsSTAL 4R A
MUINTIR 1 TCARSAT CRErOIM 4Tus Lémm. 1S CRUTGNAS AR 4RD-CAIZDEEN an

DUNOIDEACAIS & FUAIREALDAR SAa mbaile A teabas 4 0’é1mig Leo 1 scola na Mor-
roimne,

Tanr é1s Cionn tSAile

24. O'pdg vrisead Cionn tSaite 1 1601 4 Lors To Tubaistesc 4r 4ol na
h€éireann. Nuair & Disealbaiod na Flata 435us NuaIr 4 pPLANDALAD A NO0O1CT,
meat N4 SCoLd TUATA AC 4MAn 1 SCORR-A1T. "O’PEAC NA hOIRD CRADATO ATUS 4an
BNATCELER Le horoeacas & Tabairt 00 Catolicig na Tire, AC CuirTi 4 Scuro
5C0LA 14 CO1S 1 5CONAT sna barlce agus pan Tudit. AR taob an STdic, tug Séamas
I sa mbliam 1612 cios na brearann a sabad 1 gCHISE ULAD MAR DeEsrLAIC Cun
S40R-scola Rioga a4 buni. Tug 4 Comarba FrRE1SIN DEoNTAIS TALGN Cun scola a
MAoIMIt 1MA DTAVARFAT TEATASC ClASAICeAC, ATUS NUAIR A Cudld 014N AR b
ronn AR, 1s costil, Le Linn Siocdm Urmuman & et pd cabroeal 1 1644,
TéiLtean o élesrn na gCacoiliceac ar ‘“ one or more Innes of Court, Univer-
sities, free and common schools,”” a buna, cé o Teuireann woarR Talloa 1
SCEILL ndr $4 san am FéILLeaD 'DON 14RRATAS St 61k ‘ in many places of
the land . . . Papists are permitted to keep schooles; unto some whereof
such multitudes of children and young men doe resort, that they may be
esteemed rather Universities, teaching therein not only the Tongues, but
likewise the liberall Arts and Sciences.’’?

Nna pémolite ATUS AN T-010EACAS

25. D4 curo ven reactas péimolite & tug r1altas CRomall 1STEAC, DEIReaD
A ¢ur Le scola agus 0101 Catoiliceaca as 4 ¢éite. Leanad 'oen Hearcas céanna
£dn ré1mM 4 Lean € agus ForALA0 Le '0li To Tca1tread mA1STRi scoile A Sealliinc
SO NTALPArois Le1s an €aglals Reaccbunaite, an moro oilse agus ceannais
A CADAIRT AJUS CEADINAS 0 PAIL 0 €45pag 4n ¢ceancair. Fan ° Act to restrain
Foreign Education ” (1695), rimnead coir ve oroeacdas 0'pdil a¢ 1 scoil
Protastinaig. "0 a¢Ttaid an oli nar cewomac 0o Catoilicead scoil A mumeasd
0 Po1bli, 4¢ 0 aomard s€ o RA1D scola CATOILICEACA FAIRSING ATUS 'O OR0DAIS
s6 Acca hanraor VIII agus €itise, 4 bam Le bunti scol para1STE ATUS ScOL
pairce, pd seac, * 4 Comlionad SO LEACT 4gus 4 Cur 1 brerom peasca.”’ T4
REACT A RINMMEAD To LuaT san 186 4015, ceapad an P1oNGS ATUS AN FOREEILLEAD
céanna 00 mamceoiri ven ‘° Popish religion,”” a rimne teagasc 1 scola no 1

icp. Comrcoran, op. cit., 15, 24-25.
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enactment of the early 18th century rendered teachers ‘ of the Popish
religion >’ who taught in schools or in private houses liable to all t.he
penalties and forfeiture applicable to members of religious orders. Legis-
lation under the Georges facilitated the conveyance of lands by the Pro-
testant Bishops and clergy for the purpose of maintaining Protestant school-
masters “ to teach the English tongue to such children of poorer papists
and all others as will resort to the same .

‘¢ His Majesty’s Royal Charter for Erecting English Protestant Schools
in the Kingdom of Ireland *’

26. A more definite step was taken in 1733, when, on a petition by
bishops and gentry of the established Church, a royal charter was granted
incorporating certain dignitaries of Church and State, with power to
receive donations and bequests for the support and maintenance of schools
for the free education of poor children. The body so established, known
as the “ Inecorporated Society ”, aimed at setting up  a sufficient number
of English Protestant schools wherein the children might be instrueted in
the English tongue and the fundamental prineiples of true religion . The
society was given power to appoint teachers and to provide them with
salaries, school-houses, gardens and fields as well as other equipment neces-
sary for the instruction of poor children in religion, reading, writing,
arithmetrie, husbhandry, housewifery, trades and manufactures. An annual
grant was received from the royal purse and the first of the “ Charter
Schools > (as these schools came to be known) was established in
Monasterevan in 1734. This grant is the first instance of continued State
subsidy for primary education. The subsidy was later increased, parti-
cularly by the addition of receipts from licence duties paid by hawkers and
pedlars. At no time did the number of schools under the Society exceed 52,
while the maximum number of pupils supported in them in any year was
less than 3,000. Prior to 1824 the sehools had been the subject of inquiries
and visitations, the reports of which showed that their organisation was
defective and their instruction, in general, of a limited kind. At one
stage the Society resolved ‘‘ to admit none but the children of Papists, or
such as were in danger of being bred up Papists ”’, but this resolution was
rescinded in 1803, from which date Protestant children were admitted in
preference to Catholies.*

Erasmus Smith’s ¢ English Schools *’

27. For ‘“ adventures bona fide paid for lands forfeited in Ireland *’ in
the insurreetion of 1641, Erasmus Smith, a London eitizen, received large
estates in several Irish counties. These he later conveyed by indenture to
found five grammar schools, a number subsequently reduced to three on
the grant of a charter. The rentals from the estates exceeded the expendi-
ture on the grammar schools and the trust governors in 1723 secured,
through an Aet of Parliament, permission to establish one or more
“ English 7 (i.e., primary) schools, a step not provided for by the trust.
Grants were later made to landed proprietors who desired to have such
schools on their estates and by 1824 over 100 were in operation.

“cf. First Report of the Commissioners of Irish Educati ir
p. 5 et seq. and Appendix No. 172, p. 334-5. : ueation Inquiry, 1825,
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0TITE comai, agus 4 Bi ceapta Do comaltai na n-orR0 CrRADArD. T4 na Seoirsi,
CE€apad cao1 Mios €4sca o na h€aspars PRoOTASTUNACA 4TUS DA TCLEIR Le
Talrai a tiolacad ¢un maiscri scoile Protastanaca 4 cota ‘‘ to teach the

English tongue to such children of poorer papists and all others as will
resort to the same.”

“ His I_VIaiesty’s Royal Charter for Erecting English Protestant Schools in the
Kingdom of Ireland ”’

26. Rimneand beart ni ba cinnce sa mbliam 1733, nuair & 0eonad CAIRT
RI0T4, 4R ACAINT 6 €45paIs a5us uaisle na heaglaise Reaccbunaite, ¢un naome
céimitla d1riTe san Caglals 4TUS 54 STAT 4 CORPRO ATUS CUMACT ACu bRonN-
TANAIS ATUS TIOMNACTA 4 SLacad ¢un cothl 4TuS R14AR 4 Védanam 4r scola ma
DTALARTAT 010E€4CAS 1M A15Ce 00 PAISTI bocTa. An comlucT 4 bunaiod amlaro,
4agus 4R sairmead ° Incorporated Society '’ we, ba cuspoir 06 ‘‘ a sufficient
number of English Protestant schools wherein the children might be instructed
in the English tongue and the fundamental principles of true religion ’,
4 Cur 4R bun. Cugad CuractT 'Don cumann mamMTeo1RT 4 CEAPAD AJUS TUARASTAIL,
TITE sCo1lLe, TAIRDINT ATUS pPaIrcedanna 4 Cur 4ar a1l 0010 maille Le1s an
breisctedas eile 4 Head riactanac Le creroeasm, LEam, scriob, mimrioct, talm-
410C¢T, TI0S, CEARDA ATUS VEANTH1S 4 MUIMeEaD 0 PA1STI bocta. Cugad veonTtas
bL1ANTaIL A4S 4an Te1sTE Riog4 *von Cumann a5us bunaiod an ¢éan-ceann ve na
““ Cairc-Scola,”” mar cuga® ortu, 1 Mamistir €1 1 1734, D4 € s an céao-
'DEONTAS Leaninac STAIT 4 TUSAD 4R maite Le bunoroeacas. MeEa0aion an
DEONTAS M4 D140 SN, SO hAIRITE 45 FALTAS N4 SCANAC CEA0UNA1s 4 0’ i0C4a0
mMAanga1ri agus cesnnatte sl 4 Cur Leis. Ni rad m aon am tar 52 scoil
£dn gCumann agus Bi £d dun 3,000 DalTa 04 TCOTH 10NTU SIN AN VAIR DA M6 A
tion. Rinnead pF10SRUITE ATUS TUTAD CUARTA AR N4 scola roim 1824, ssus
Lé1r1E na TuarASCALA ORTU NAC RAID A R14AR TN LOCT ATUS NAR L€ATAN 4 DTEATASC,
1 gcorcinme. Cimn an Cumann 4r pead tamaill * to admit none but the children
of Papists or such as were in danger of being bred up Papists’’, a¢ cuire«o
4n socri s1n ar ceal 11803, agus on pdta s amac slacad Le parsti ProTas-
tinaca e rogam ar Cacoiticig.?

“ scola Déarla ’’ erasmus Smich

27. As ucc ‘“ adventures bona fide paid for lands forfeited in Ireland ”’
m 61ri amac 1641 | cugad eastdit mora 1 seontaete éagsila mn €1rinn 0’ €rasmus
Smich, catraiteor 4as Lonoam. Tiolaic sé 4aris 140 Le 0INTIAR Cun Ca1S c1mn
e 5cola SRAMADAT 4 bunt; Lag0ai0 4 Lion 5o 0TI TR C1Mn M4 01410 S1N NUAIR
A TUSAD CAIRT 001D, D4 Mo ciosa Na N-€ASTAT SN N& 4N CAITEACAS AR N4 SCola
TRAMADAT ATUS FUAIR NA R1ALEOIRT 10nTA0DAIS ¢e«D Le hAc¢T Partammince, 1
1793, scoil n6 scola ‘* Déarta ’’ (.1. bunscola) 4 bund, RWD nNa¢ R 1 SCE1ST
S4n 10NTAODAS. Tuxad DEONTAIS 14 014r0 S 00 T1ARNAT TALIN 4R mian Leo
Scol4 '0en TSORT S 4 Deit 4r A Seuro €4stdic, agus pd 1824 vi os cionn 100

nioh s AR 0SGAILT.

tep. céao-tuarascail Comisméiri Frosricim an Oroeacars m Gérinn, 1825, 1¢. 6.
et seq. agus Aguisin Ui, 172, 1¢. 334-5.
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Crattan’s Parliament and Education

98. Gardiner’s Relief Act of 1782, passed by the Dublin Parliament,
repealed those sections of the penal laws which imposed penalties and for-
feitures on Catholic teachers. These were still required to take the oath
of allegiance before a judge, and were permitted to teach only in Catholie
schools. A Catholic school, however, could not be endowed nor eould such
be kept without the licence of the local Protestant ordinary. This latter
requirement was revoked in 1792 but appears, in practice, to have been
insisted on for a considerable time longer. The restriction on education
abroad was repealed about the same time. Beyond these relaxations of
the penal code and the financial aid it gave to the Charter Schools,
Grattan’s Parliament concerned itself but little with the conditions under
which the ordinary people endeavoured to obtain the rudiments of learn-
ing. It did appoint a Commission of Inquiry in 1788, one of whose recom-
mendations was that an “ English ” or parish school should be established
under the management of the incumbent of each benefice, the parish clerk
to be the teacher and the subjects taught to be “ reading, writing and the
first five rules of arithmetic . Another recommendation was * that the
children of Roman Catholies and Protestants should be admitted indis-
eriminately into the schools, and that the elergy of each persuasion should
attend for the purpose of instructing the children belonging to their respec-
tive communions in the prineiples of religion.” * No indication was given
of the time to be devoted to this separate religious instruction. Had the
Parliament continued to exist, it is possible that its edueational plans would
have been more comprehensive; it had prepared in 1799 the heads of a bill
for “ the education of the lower order of the people ”’ in parochial schools,’
but the Act of Union, becoming law the following year, transferred re-
sponsibility for education, as well as for other matters, to the British
Parliament for the next one hundred and twenty years.

The Commission of 1806-"12

29. Either as an expedient or as an effort to find a solution, Parliament in
1806 appointed a Commission to inquire into the state and eondition of Irish
schools. In their final report (1812), the Commission stated that they *“ had
applied their evidence to the framing of a system which, whilst it should
afford the opportunities of education to every description of the lower
classes of the people, might at the same time, keeping clear of all inter-
ference with the particular tenets of any, induce the whole to receive its
benefits as one undivided body, under one and the same system, and in
the same establishments.””” Of the instruction being given in the *‘ common
schools 7 the report speaks disparagingly.® To remedy the position, the
Commissioners recommended the appointment of a Board with extensive

5 Report included in Evidence of Endowed Schools (Ireland) Commission, 1857,
Vol, II, p. 341 et sq.

8 It is interesting to note that this measure proposed a fixed salary and payment
by results as a basis for the remuneration of 'teachers.

7 First Report of the Commissioners of Irish Education Enquiry, 1825, p. 38.

# ¢ Common_Schools ” here meant the ‘“ Pay Schools ”’ which are discussed later.
The Commission estimated that some 4,600 schools existed attended by ahout
200,000 pupils, but these figures for ¢ Pay Schools’’ alone are probably an under-
estimate, since the existence of many of them would very likely at that time not
have been communicated to '‘the Commission.
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28. Cuir Acéc porrene Saromer, a4 mit Partaimmc Daite dca Cliac sa
mbliam 1782, na cona sin 've na pémolize ar ceal 4 SE4ARR PIONGS AR MAINTEOIR]
Cacoiticeaca. D’é151m 061H 0 FOILL an Mmoo Dilse A TADAIRT 1 LATAIR DRE1TIM
4ASUS Nior ceanaite V61D Teagasc A¢ 1 scola Catoiliceaca. Niory fE€ro1r scoil
Catoiliceac a maomid, drac, nd i avert ann gan ceao easpaIg ‘{Dnocoscﬁﬂmg na
héite. Cuiread an CommiollDe1RID S1h AR ceal 11792 a¢ 15 cosuil, 1 nod1rire, 50
mb’éigean cloi Lers S0 ceéann aCair e1le. Fan am céanna, LISEA0 00N TOIRMEASC
4R SCOLATOCT TAR Lear. Taob amuig 0€ nd Ledsuite s 4r an TCO0 pesannaroeac,
4A5US 'DEN CADAIR AIRSHIO 4 Tug ST °00 Na CAIRT-SCOlL4, b4 HEAT 41RD 4 tug Par-
Latminc SnACtAn AR 4N mbatl A BT 4R NA SNAT-DA0IME A5 1ARRATD DUNGS 010EACALS
0'f41L. 1S pior SurR ammmnig si Commisian Frosracdm sa mbliam 1788 agus
ceéann o€ na molTai 4 RINNE 514D SN TO Mbunérai scoil *° Déarta ”’ 16 scol
PArRAISTE £4 DAIMISTEOIREACT TAC 40N REACTAIRE NG B10CAIRE pPARrRA1STE, ClLE1REAC
4n PARAISTE 4 Be1T mar mamceoir mTt asus “‘ reading, writing, and the first
five rules of Arithmetic *’ 4 ve1t mar avair scoite. Molad rre1sm ‘¢ that
the children of Roman Catholics and Protestants should be admitted indis-
criminately into the schools, and that the clergy of each persuasion should
attend for the purpose of instructing the children belonging to their respective
communions in the principles of religion.”” MNior tuad cén c-am 4 cartyi
Le1s an TEeATASC CReromn 4Ar Le1tUl seo. 04 mairead an Partaimine, b’péroir
04 DEARTAS 010eACAIS A De1t N ba CrRioENTGLA; DI c1mn Hille REPD 4161 SA mbliain
1799 “* for the education of the lower order of the people *’ 1 scota pariisce,b
4¢ rRiMMead oli 0 ACT na hdontacta an Hliam 04r TC10Mn ATUS CUIR SIN CORSAT
oroedacals, com mait Le clirsai eile, De caram 4r TDAanmmC Sasana ar read
céan 1S5 pice bLiam eirte.

Coimisiiin 1806-’12

29. Mar HEART POLAITIOCTA N6 0 'Fonn RE1TEAC 0 FAIL, Bunaig an ParLAMINT
Coimisiin sa mbliain 1806 Le staro na scol i C1rimn 0 '$£10SRG. Ina OTUARASCAIL
verro (1812), oai1re an Commisitin SUR DEARTAICDAR 4S A TCUPD P14NAISE CORAS
4 ¢ceapao “° which, whilst it should afford the opportunities of education to
every description of the lower classes of the people, might at the same time,
keeping clear of all interference with the particular tenets of any, induce the
whole to receive its benefits as one undivided body, under one and the same
system, and in the same establishments.”’? Caitesann an cuarascéil oroé-
MeAs 4R AN TEATASC 4 Vi VA TAVAIRT sna ‘“ scola coiTianta.’’®  Leis an scéal
4 Ltetgeas, mol an Commisiin 5o scesprai Dord 4 mbewd Lan-cumact acu ¢un
CORSS COMRIARTA, coth-tonann 4 ¢ur 1n &1t na ““ ill-taught and ill-regulated

5 TuarascAil mar ¢uro o’franaise Commisiiim na Scol VDearlaice (Gire) 1857. 1mL. II,
L¢é. 341 et seq.

%15 p1i & Tabaire pd veara sur bearcald an bille seo tuarastal seasta agus Tailli ar
tontai mar bun vo paige miinceorri.

? céao-tuanrascail Comisméiri f1osrGcAin an Oroeacats in Cirinn—1825, 1¢. 38.

8 5140 na ‘ scola thille,”’ a DTRACTAR OREu ar ball, A;Z\ 1 gceist le1s na ““ scola
cotcianta.’’ Meas an Commisiin 5o ra1b Tuairim 4,600 scoil sa Tir A5US mmp(n}u 2()(.)‘,000
©valca 1ontu, AC 15 0015 50 bpuil an meastacan sin TEARR 1 Lioq na §COL taille 7 leo
réin, mar nac¢ méroe 50 vtabarpai eolas pad Curo ma1t acu von Comisiin san am.
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powers to substitute a systematic and uniform plan of instruetion “ in plqce
of the ill-taught and ill-regulated schools ”’, the Board to receive Parlia-
mentary grants for building and endowing schools, “ to decide in the last
resort on the appointment, conduet and dismissal of masters, to preseribe
the course and mode of edueation, to provide for the expense of furnishing
books, and to have a general control over the whole of the proposed estab-
lishments for the instruetion of the lower classes ’. It was intended that
the Board should train teachers and select the sechool books, some at least
of these to contain extracts from Seripture. Religious Instruetion, it was
proposed, should be given by the several ministers of religion * at proper
times and in other places to the children of their respective congregations™.”
Confidence was expressed that the proposed plan would be well received, but
the Commissioners were unanimous in their opinion “ that no such plan,
however wisely and exceptionally contrived in other respects ’* could be
effectively operated in Ireland “ unless it be expressly avowed and clearly
understood, as its leading principle, that no attempt should be made to
influence or disturb the peculiar religious tenets of any sect or deseription
of Christians . How the Government gave effect to these recommenda-

tions will be seen later.

¢ Hedge Schools *’ and ¢ Pay Schoois ”’

30. Before dealing further with the 19th ecentury, it is necessary to
refer to the fortunes of the native schools after the defeat at Kinsale. The
dispersal of the native rulers led to the decay of the schools supported by
them. Irish learning did not immediately die out, however, as Irish poets
of the 17th century composed in bardie verse as well as in metres which
later became general. After 1600, also, there arose a number of poets and
writers, secular and religious, who endeavoured to cultivate native learning
and traditions. Among these were members of the religious orders and
secular priests like Seathran Céitinn of whose historical writings and
literary compositions many copies were made by later scribes. That,
despite the law, native learning was promoted, is well attested by the great
number of our extant Irish manuseripts dating from the 17th and 18th
centuries. Indeed, down to the establishment of the system of national
education, manuseripts in Irish eontinued to be written. While later works
may not be of the standard of those of earlier eenturies, still they show that
training was given in Irish and that it continued to be read and written.
Many of the compilers of these later manuscripts are anonymous, but of
those whose names are known several were teachers or farmers or men of no
occupation. It is also significant that the most prominent of the lay poets
and writers of the 18th century were teachers, keeping school at various
places and for different periods, and supplementing their meagre earnings
therefrom by work as spailpini or labourers.

31. The editor of the songs of a well-known poet reproduces a notice in
verse which the local priest was requested to publish from the altar regard-
ing the poet’s intention to open a school at Cnoc na Groidhe in Co. Cork,®

° First Report, 1825, p. 38.

10 Amhrdin Eoghain Rzgaidh Ui Shuilleabhdin—An tAth. P. Ua Duinnin (1902)
p. xxii. The English version only of this piece is available in full. : i
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schools ** 4 vi ann, Slacad Le 'peontais Parlamminte ¢un scola 4 tOTAIL a5us
4 M40M1G, SOCRO 4 Déansm 140 76 Fd ceapacdn, 10mpar 4ATUS DRISEAD na
MA1STRI, an CORSA AJUS &N MO TE4T4a1sC 4 leagan sios, CoSTAS SOoLATAIR
Ledbar 4 seasam, ATUS Ceannas coiTeann a be1t acu 4R na scola 4R 140 4
Ceaprai 0’oroeacss na h-iseslarcme. Di sé bearcarte $0 '0TALAREAD an Dowro
0MGINT Do MAIMTEoIRi Agus SO '0TOZFr4arois na Leabra scoile, 4¢ KO mbead
Sleacta 4s an Scribimm "D1454 4R 4 LaZL0 1 SCuro € na Lesbra. Molad Surb
140 CLE1R N4 SCRErDeam 6agsila 4 béarpav Teagasc Creronn *‘ at proper times
and in other places to the children of their respective congregations.’’?
i 06¢as a5 na Coimisméini 50 mbead rdilce roh an scéim A Hi molta 4cu,
AC DIODAR 4R AON-TUAIRIM NAC LEEaDPal a0n-scéim 0 01bRIG S0 héipeactad n
€1rimn, 04 feabas 1s 04 Crionna a4 DEARTOrAT i, MURA NDEARLOTAT INTI ATUS
MURARD £OLLAS 415T1, mar PrRioM-PRrRIONSADAL, NAC DEéacrai Le AIRTEATAIL d1r1Te
CRETDIM 40N a1cme no orReama CriosTAITE 4 GLAONAD NA A4 CORRAI. Cirear ar
ball c€é mar Cuir an RialTas na moltai sin 1 ngniom.

“ Scota Tearra ' agus ‘“ Scola Taille ”’

30. Sara 'oTéiTear anonn 1 seancas na 194 aoise, ni TOLAIR TATAIRT *DON
BaIl 4’0 1M1% AR N4 SCOLA DTCA1S 6 bRrISEad Clonn TSaitle. Nuair & cuaid na rLata
cun tdim, baAnaiod na scola & ¢otaionar. MNior meat Léannh na Saeilge gLin-
DiREAC, Arac, 01R Vi £iLi Taelaca 'ven 176 4015 a4 ¢um barone 1 *0TEANNTA A1STi
4 bi roirleatan 1ma 01410 sm. Ina ¢eann sm, AT 4R an SAol, TAR €15 N4
blisna 1600, pili agus scrivneoiri, ro1r ¢LEIR aZUS TUAE, 4 0'PEac Le Léann
ASUS 010€4S5 DUCASAC 4 SA0TRG. 1na medasc s1io Bi LUET N4 N-0RD CRAVAITD ATUS
N4 INAITCLEIRE, AR NOS Seatrin CEHTINN 4 NDEARNA SCRIDNEOIRT N4 01470 SN
copeannd 10mai 04 ¢uro SCRIINNT sS€aNca1s aSus 04 S40TAR LITEARTA. 1S
LeorR '0f1ana15€ SUR COTAio0 4an Léann Dac4a1s, 0’ amneom an oli, a Bpuil
Aagainn oe Lamscribimni Jaeitge 6n 176 agus on 186 ao1s.  To oemnm, gur
buUNAio®d CcORAS An oroedacalrs ndisiincda, Bi LAMmscriBinni S4aeige 'nd Teur Le
céite. D’fEroIr na¢ HEUIL NA SAOTAIR DEIRPD Se0 AR carigoedn Le c1nn A cuman
ROMPU 4C 15 LEAR uaTu TUR TUTAD 01LIAINT 1 nTeeilge agus Sur CLoiod Lena
Léam agus Lena scriob. MNi slomntear G0AIR MORAN D€ Na SCRIBIMNT DEIRTO
51N AC *0iobh s100 4 DPUIL 4 N-am 4TAMN, ba MAINTEOIRT NO Feilméarai N6 pir
San TS curo mait. Curo Sontals Fre1sin 5o mba MmGINTeoIri na £ili AKus na
SCRILNEOIRT TUATA ba MO Le RA san 180 401s, 140 sca1Ti 1 mbun scoile 1 A1Teaca
€4gsila, 4ATUS SCAITI e1le 4T SAOTRO MAR SpPAILpini N6 mar sclibaice e
Disedat AR Aan Tcaol-fAlTas.

31l. Tugann eagarRtOI1R A Curo aMrRAN Si0S FOSRA, 1 DEOIRM RANN, 4 *0’14RR
rile aiteantiil ar SATART N4 hdiTe A £o1Ls1i 6n ALTOIR £4 scoil 4 Bi an pile ar
ti oscailt 1 sCnoc na Troroe 1 5Co. Corcarge.'® Sa mbliam 1783 a tartars.

9 céao-Cuarascail 1825, L¢é. 38.

10 amram €ogam Ruard Ui Stilleabdm—an td€. P. Ua Ouinnin (1902), 1&. xxii. nil
AC an leagan Déarla oen oréact agamn in 1omlan,
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The year was 1783. The notice sets out the ecurriculum stating that ¢ tender
babes ” will be taught  their eriss-cross 7, reading, writing and Catechism,
advaneing to

‘.. .book-keeping and mensuration,

Euclid’s elements and navigation,

With trigonometry and sound gauging,

And English grammar with rhyme and reason. . . .
It was a curriculum typical of the new elass of school which originated in
the 17th century. These were the “ hedge schools ”’ that later, under the
name of “ pay schools 7, were so popular in Ireland for almost two cen-
turies." Deriving from the schools of poetry, probably the first instances
of them are two schools taught by members of the Society of Jesus, one
Fr. James Forde (P. Jacobus Fordus) of whom, in a report in 1652, it is
stated that ‘‘ in medio vastissimi paludis, ubi terra nonnihil firmior erat,
@diculam construxit. . . .” and that in that hut he gathered the youth and
young children of the neighbourhood for literary and religious instruetion;
the other, F'r. Stephen Gelosse who “ when Cromwell’s tyranny ceased . . .
taught a small school . . . in a wretched hovel beside a deep ditch, and
there educated a few children furtively ”, in the neighbourhood of
New Ross."*

32. I'rom such beginnings the number of ““ hedge schools 7 incereased. In

a return made to the Dublin House of Lords in 1731, the existence of 552
of them was noted, some being “ classical schools . That many others
passed undetected may be inferred from contemporary lists of teachers
against whom legal proceedings were taken for transgressing the penal

»

statutes, the penalties for which were imprisonment and transportation for

a first offence and the decree of high treason for a second offence. There
were also itinerant teachers who taught privately with individual families
or, unknown to the law, taught a number of c¢hildren in a particular locality.

33. There were several reasons for the rapid growth of such schools.
From about 1750, the rigorous application of the penal laws was generally
relaxed ; a Catholic middle class was gaining strength side by side with a
growing Protestant movement opposed to the English restrictions on Irish
trade and administration. Concessions were made, culminating in the
passage of Gardiner’s second Relief Act in 1782 and Hobart’s Relief Act of
1793, which opened the way to Catholies to take a greater part in com-
mercial and community life. With this loosening of their chains, Catholies
sought in their schools the means of rehabilitation.

34. The Commissioners of Irish Education Inquiry of 1824 collected par-
ticulars of the different schools in each parish in the country and published
abstracts from these returns in their second report in 1826. Evidence is
available that some, at least, of the original returns contained much valuable
information which was difficult to reproduce in a statistical form but which
would have been sufficient to contradiet the coneclusions reached by the
Commissioners, and by other inquiries, regarding the “ pay schools '3
The abstracts, however, demonstrate how widespread the descendants of the
former ‘‘ hedge schools ” had become since 1731. The report' shows that

' The term ‘‘ pay school ”’ arose from the fact that each pupil ust 11 i
quarterly fee for tuition, different rates being laid down for I’;hg Va'ri(iﬁs );ull))?elagtsa
12 ('orcoran—op. I('zf., p.dQ% " .
13 Schools of Kildare and Leighlin, A.p. 1775-1835—(Rev.) Ma b .
14 Qocond Report, 1826, p. 18 et passim. ( ) rtin Brenan.
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Cé an cirsa 1é6mn Tugtd sios ca bPoZRA; o mampi an avicir (*° criss-cross’’)
VO Leanai beaga, Léam, SCRriob 4gus Ceagasc CRriosT4i, agus A4S s 5o *OTi
‘“. . . book-keeping and mensuration,
Euclid’s elements and navigation,
With trigonometry and sound gauging,
And English grammar with rhyme and reason.

Daé a Samall céanna V€ CORrRSA 4 HIoD sA Tcimedl nuaroe scol 4 Tosalg sa 17a
4015. V140 sm na ‘‘ scola Searra ' AR Tugan ‘¢ scola Taille T ortu ni ba
VDEsNAT ATUS 4 RAID TARRAING Com mOR s ortu 1 C1riNn AR pead & ¢éao
bLiain beagnac.'! As scola na BEILi 4 0'FASADAR ATUS 1S COSHIL TURL 140 N4
CE&D CIMM AR €0las WA Ceann 4 Bi ag sagarrc e Cumann Tosa. TA sé raice
1 0TUAIRISC Oon mbliam 1652 i vume acu, an cAtair Séamas Mac Siolla’'n
A&ta (P. Jacobus Fordus)—'‘ in medio vastissimi paludis, ubi terra nonnihil
firmior erat, aediculam construxit . . .” ATUS SUR HAILIS S€ 15TeaC sS4 mbotan
5M 05dNa15 AKUS PAISTI NA COMARSANACTA Le Léann ATUS TEATASC CRErDIM A
mamead '001H; an rear eile, an tATAIR Sctiopdn Telosse, B scoil Heag alge
** in a wretched hovel beside a deep ditch, and there educated a few children
furtivlely 7 1m aice Le Ros Mic Treom tar é1s 00 tiordnact Cromail a bere
tarc,12

L

b

32. Da Lag 4 oThs a¢ cuiread Le Lion na ‘‘ scol sedrr.”” luav 552 woiob
4 De1t ann 1 DTUAIRISC A TUSAD 00 Teac na pTi1arnai 1 mDate &ca CLIAT 1
1731. “* Scola clasaiceac ” curo acu. 1s LE4R o oeacald curo Mmor eiLe 6
CudaIrISC 00 REIR N4 L10STAT D€ MAMTEOIRT 4 C10NTAICD San am £d na péin-
REACTA 4 DRISEAD, TNiom 4 RA1D PRIOSUNTACT 4TUS LOINTEAS MAR PIONOS AR
CEAD-C10NTA 4NN ATUS DREIT ARD-TREASA AR an 04Rr4 cionTta. Vi pre1sm maimn-
TEOIRT TAISTIL anh A DI00D 4T TEATASC Muirineaca 4r Le1t 5o priobAroeac no 4
CUS&0 TEATASC V0 ROIMMNT PAISTI 1 TeeanTar A1rite, 1 ngan £10s oon oli.

33. D’1omai ch1s 4 bi Le mesr-leatnia na scol seo. O trata 1750 amac,
maolaio®d 1 gecortimne géar-feromita na bpéinolice; bHi medn-aicme Cacoiliceac
A% TEACT ¢un cimn AR don ¢é1m Le Sluaiseact PRroTtasTinac A bHi AT NEeArRTH 1N
454D N4 TCREAPALL 4 CUIR S4s4nd AR CORSAT TRACTALA ATUS RIARACAIN Na
h€ireann. Tugad £A01SEa, ATUS A4S SN CUIREAD 1 brerom arda hACT Foirene
Saromer 1 1782 agus Acc Forrene hovarc 1 1793, olite 4 0'$435 bealad ag
Caroitic1s pA1rRT ni ba Mo 4 SLacaD 1 NTNOTAT ATUS 1 SAaol na Tire. 00 REIR MAR
5ca01Lea0 na sLALRAT 010D, rinne CATOoILICIS 4R 4 TCUPrD Scola Le COIR A n-Aa1t-
nearcuite 0 'pail.

34. Sa motram 1824, vaiig Commismérri Trosracam an Oroeacars 1 Girinn
mion-eolds £d na scola €4gsila 4 Hi 1 NTAC PARAISTE SA TIR AJUS 0 FOILST0DAR
ACOMAIREACTA D€ N4 TUAIRISCEAIN SN S4 DARA TUARASA&IL Leo m 1826. T4
r14na1se ann To rRA1D eolas TADACTAC 1 SCUrD, 4R 4 LA540, D€ N4 TUAIRISCEAN
bunard narYD fURASTA 4 CUR 1 R10CT STATORIM AC AR Leor € Le brert na sCoim-
1SMEIRT, agus LUET P1oSRGEAM eile, 4r na ‘‘ scolda cdilte 4 bréagna.l®
Léirionn na hacomaireacta Arac 4 poirLeitne 4 0'érig stioct na ““ scol
gearr ' 6 1731 amac¢. Tugann an tuarasciil sios'? 5o rad cusirim te 9,000
ve na scola sm ann Lena Linn agus tmmpeatl 400,000 atca 1oncu. De1rcesr

11 tugao ‘‘ scola téille” ortu roisc 5o mbiov ar saé scoldmre ctdille ©’ioc 1 a5a10
na rA1te AS A teagasc; bi rdvail ar le1t ann 0o na hdbair éagsula.

12 Corcoran—op. cit., L¢. 26.

18 Schools of Kildare and Leighlin A.D. 1775-1835—(an tda€.) Martin Brenan.

14 para Tuarascail—1826, L¢. 18 et passim.
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there were then about 9,000 such schools, attended by some 400,000 pupils.
It adds that these schools were not under any particular superintendence
and that they arose from time to time in response to demand. This was
true, no doubt, of several of them but that many were well-established 1is
known from other sources.'”> A number were permanent “classical schools,”
providing grammar school as well as primary education in towns and larger
centres :'* many received parochial aid from chureh colleetions or the con-
tributions of the local clergy, and were in practice parochial schools. In
these the teacher taught or was appointed with the sanction of the parish
priest. Records of parochial teachers are found as early as 1752.'" There
were other “ pay schools ”” under Catholic teachers which operated inde-
pendently but under supervision by the loeal clergy, and there were then,
as in the previous two centuries, itinerant teachers who moved from parish
to parish or taught from house to house wherever they could find pupils.
For most teachers school-keeping was a seasonal mode of employment, since
attendance was usually discontinued in the winter months ; this made the
provision of accommodation for pupils still more difficult and unecertain.
Extracts from the report’s abbreviated deseription of the accommodation
for some schools, with the number of pupils taught in each, are conse-
quently illuminating: “ house of parish priest 77 (50), “ a cabin open to
every wind 7 (54), *“a room in the master’s house ”’ (40), “ the extremity
of a smith’s forge ’ (55), “ lent by a farmer for teaching his children *’ (84),
“ one end of an old stable, unroofed ”” (98), “ held a week in each of the
scholar’s houses 7 (40), “ a hut built by neighbours ” (77), “built by the
master ”’ (100), “ held in the chapel *’ (80). Yet despite the poverty of the
people and the lack of school buildings, the ratio of Irish children attend-
ing school in 1824 was much higher than that in neighbouring countries.

Parochial ** Free Schools ?”’ and Schools of Religious Institutes

35. In addition to the  pay sehools 7, Catholies had also open to them
the “ Catholic free schools ”.  Mainly urban, these day schools were
attached to the parish churches and the teacher’s salary was wholly pro-
vided from parochial funds, tuition being free. The curriculum was
similar to that of the ¢ pay schools . In 1824 there were 352 “free schools’’
in existence, chiefly in Leinster and Munster. For some time too, in the
towns, free education was being given in the schools of the religious in-
stitutes which were dedicated specifically to the education of the poor. The
Irish Christian Brothers had, by 1824, 12 schools catering for about 4,000
boys, and another 10 large boys’ schools, some of which antedated those of
the Christian Brothers, were conducted by other congregations. For girls
there were 52 Convent schools, half of this number being conducted by the
Presentation Sisters and attended by 4,500 pupils. These were almost all
free sehools, and the Commission of 1824 found that they were ‘‘ conducted
with great order and regularity ”, the children being well supplied with
books and school requisites. In all of them religious and secular instruc-
tion was combined as a matter of course.

15 of. Brenan, op. cit.; Corcoran, Some Lists of Catholic Lay n
Illegal Schools in the later Penal Times; Dowling, The Hedqél gg}?ﬁgz?so,m}fefg,fg

16 The education received by him in three of these schools is mentioned by the
Rev. Dr. Henry Cooke, then Moderator of the Presbyterian General Assembly, i
his evidence before the Commission of 1824 (First Report 1825, Appendix No Y,%ln
p. 810). And again before a Select Committee of the House of Commons in 1837
he states (Report p. 480): *‘ The master with whom I was educated taught alte
nately Latin and Greek, English and Irish.” ght alter-

17 Corcoran, Some Lists, etc., p. 33 sq.
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nac raib na scola F4 aon GD4RAS 4R Le1t STIGRTA ATUS Tur bHUNAICO 140 00U
REIR mar bi &1l orcu. O’tior sin S4n amhreas pd Curo mait acu 4a¢ 1s eol
VUMM 6 GVAIR €1le To RAD Sean-Hunad rd ¢curo mor.’® Duan-scota ‘‘ clas-
41ceaca ”’ ROIMNT 4CU A4 CUS MEAN-010eacas ASuS bunscolaiotT 1 émeact 1
mbailTe moRA 45uS SN4 SRATODAILTE ba 1ho ;16 FUAIR TUILLEAD ctndth On bpardiste
CRE DAILIACAIN SEPEIL N6 SiNTIGs 6 CLé1r na hdite agus ba scola pardisce
140 DAIRIRE. AN SATART pardisce a Ceap an T-010€ N6 4 Ceanary VO TEATASC
10NTU 5€0. T4 TATAIRTT DO MiMTeoIRi pardiste Le paIl S14R 54 mbliam 1752.17
Ui ‘ scola taitte ”’ eite F4 mmceoiri Catoiliceaca 43 01LRIG 4R 4 N-ATA10
Fén 4C £4 501U cléire na hiite, agus Bi prE1SIN, MAR Bi Le DA Céap blian
ROIMME, MUINTEOIRT TAI1STIL 6 Pardisce SO pardiste no 6 teac 3o teac, aon A1T
4 R4 SCOLAIRT Len €1sTeact Leo. Ni a1 S4 SCOLAIOCT A¢ SLi Heata S€éastrac
4S5 FORMOR N4 MUINTEOIRT MAR nac VTEND PAI1STI ¢un SCo1Le TRATA 4n SeImnr10,
RUD A 'o’f:Ag 10N&D 45us CO1RIOCT Scoile nios DeAcRr4, neamcimnce £0s._ s
SPE1SItIL DA REIR SN AN TEARR-CUNTAS A TUSTAR S4 TUARASCAIL AR CO1RIOCT
Curo e na scola ATUS AR an Lion paisTi 4 DI toncu— ° Teat 4an TSATAIRT
pardisce 7 (50); ‘‘ botin a wTéann TAC simmean tRrio (54), ** seomra TIZ
an tdistir ' (40), ‘° ceann t1ar cearcan (55), ““ 4R 1454¢T 6 FEIlMEARA 45
Teagasc a4 clamne '’ (84); ‘“ ceann sean-scdbla gan ‘oion (93), ““ ar bun
S€4actam 1 'nTeac gac scotdire ' (40),  votos 4 to3 comarsana '’ (77), © an
ma1sTIR ¢ €65 " (100), *“ ar bun sa séipéal ’ (80). A¢ amneom an anits agus
UIREASA FOIRTNEAMm SCo1Le, b a1RDe 5o MOR an cotbneas e PAa1sci na hGireann
4 bi 4ar sCO1L sa mbliam 1824 nd mar bi 1 SCOISRIC,

“ Saor-scota ”’ paridisce AZus scola na nORD

35. Le cois na “‘ scol cailte,”” vi preism “ saor-scola 45 Cacoilicis.
Sna batlce mora 4 Hiod bundite na scol Lae seo, 45 0oul Le heaglals an pardisce,
ATUS hioCTAT TUARASTAL 4n 010€ A4S CI1STE 4N PARAISTE, 10N4AS SO0 mbiod an
scolaioct m aisce, Charsa 've ¢imedl na ‘° scoile Tdille '’ a tugcai toncu.
n 1824, vi 352 ** saor-scoil *’ a3 obair, ven ¢uro ba Mo 1 SeA1Si Largean ASUS
Muman. Sna bailte mora, Le tamall Romme s tRre1s1n, i o1r'veAcas 1 alsce
04 TAVAIRT 1 SCOLA N4 N-0RD CRADAITO 4 RAID SCOLATOCT Na MLOCT MAR Priom-
cuspoir acu. T4 1824, vi 12 scoit, agus cuairim 4,000 buscalt 1oncu, pa
¢aram na mORrRACAR Criostila agus Hi comlucta eile 1 mbun 10 Scimn 'oe scola
MORA e1le 0o Buacailli, scolda curo 'viod 4 Bi ann romh na DrA1ErRE Crioscala.
Di 52 scoil ¢locair ann o ¢ailing, 4a5us S1iraca na To1RLIRTE 1 mbun A Leat
4 rad 4,500 valca 1oncu. Vi scolaio¢t m aisce 1ma DEORMOR SN ATUS FUAIR
Commisian 1824 amac¢ 5o wa *‘ great order and regularity *’ ina riar, agus
NEART LeAVAR ATUS FEARAS AT Na 04AlTAl. lonTu TS0 LER, Bi TEATASC Creroim
ATUS TEATASC S40lTA marR Curo 0d Cé€ile ar an nIndc-Ccaol.

15 cp. Drenan, op. cif.; Cowrcoran—Some Lists of Catholic Lay Teachers and their
Illegal Schools in the later Penal Times; Oowling—The Hedge Schools of Iveland.

16 Tagair an "'Or. O1R. €nri Cooke, UacTardn ar an sComt1onéil PPresbicéaraly san am,
1 bpranaise a tug sé os coHm Comisiim 1824 (Céao-Tuarasciil, Aguisin thi. 261, 1¢. 810),
VON 01VEACAS A PuAIR SE 1°DTRI sCO1L Den TSORT se0; axus aris viiRT sé le Roga-Coiste ve
€15 na sComéncac n 1837 (Tuarascdil, Le. 480): *“ The master with whom I was educated
taught alternately Latin and Greek, English and Irish.”

17 corcoran—Some Lists, etc., 1¢. 22 sq.
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Confraternity of the Christian Doctrine

36. This institution, which appears at this time to have been active in
every parish and whose introduction into this country probably dates back
to the Penal Laws, was concerned with religious instruetion in the parochial
churches mostly on Sundays. Where children resided too far from the
chureh, classes were also held in private houses. The teachers were the
priests or lay persons selected by them, many of these lay teachers being
also the teachers of the “ pay schools ”. The pupils were the Catholie
children of the parish, whether at day sehools or not ; adults were also often
taught. To each confraternity was usually attached a lending library of
religious literature from which books were available for use in class, as well
as for the general reading of parishioners. The attendance at this instrue-
tion is deseribed by the Commission of 1824 as “ extremely numerous ’’; it
was, of course, often the only instruetion open to the people.

The Education Societies

37. In the foregoing paragraphs (30-36), the schools normally available
to the majority of the people have been deseribed. Prior to Hobart’s
Relief Aet (1793), there began to operate the first of a number of socicties
which established or aided schools for elementary education and whose
activities were largely responsible for the eventual appointment of a state
educational authority. That first society was the “ Association for Dis-
countenancing Viee and Promoting the Knowledge and Practice of Christian
Religion 7. Founded in 1792, it was followed in the next century by the
“ London Hibernian Society 7 (1805), the *‘ Sunday School Soeiety 7 (1809),
the “ Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor of Ireland > (1811),
the * Baptist Society for Promoting the Gospel in Ireland ”’ (1814), and
the © Irish Society for Promoting the education of the native Irish through
the medium of their own Language >’ (1818). In addition, several lesser
societies, originating here or in England, controlled a small number of
schools.'®

The Association for Discountenancing Vice

38, The earliest of the education societies consisted originally of three
members of the Established Chureh ¢ who bound themselves to meet once a

week to consult upon the most likely means, under Providence, to restore -

belief and practice of religion and virtue ”.'* Foremost among the subjects

to be discussed by them was religious education. Their funds were at first
devoted to the provision of religious books and tracts, and to the distribution
of premiums for catechetical examinations. Incorporated in 1800 and
civen an annual Parliamentary grant, the Association then began to build
and support schools. This aid was given on condition that the school re-
'ceived no annual grant from any other public institution, that the teachers
were members of the Established Church, that the Seripture was read by
all pupils who eould read, and that no Catechism was taught but that of the
Church of England. The schools were open to children of all persuasions
and all pupils were required to read the Seriptures, but only members of
the Established Church were required to learn the Catechism. In 1824
there were 226 of these schools, whose curriculum consisted of English

15 of. Second Report of the Commissioners of Irish Education Inquiry, 1826
p. 16. ] 2
19 irst Report, 1825, p. 31.

28

COﬂ"l“
36.

gir; F
4 tabd
(usfdf
114 5454
mimeeo
A bioD 5
paome ¥
cumann 4
g 81
g-Lion

f1a Cum
31, Tn
ndt 451
an CE&0-
punofoes
1e Scit-
aus CR
uménn
“ Comat
“ Cuma
Dasttd
Taelat
(1815,

1 Sasat

Cotita
38, 1

Comatz.
141 54
RIS 4t
g
45 sold
CQASA&
blianeg
RidR s
Pal 4
T4 iy
Mitne,
Fén, 4
a¢ i
Doy
Clity
T—

1§ Q¥

13(



Ve fn

 agg

Ochig)

I the
o\ the
'S being
athl
0 oftey
Lary of
& Weﬂ
sty
1y " ‘ i

vallahle
Hobart
S0cieties
d whog
£ a state
for Dis
hristian
y by the
" (1809)
" (1811),
14) and
through
ral lesser
mier of

of fhree
oet 0NCE &
{0 restore
o Subje
o of i
stributio
1800 and
1 10 bUILI
school ¢
 teache?
pead I
atof t
rsiasion
mbens 0
EngliSh
e
g, 18

Comluéc an Teagasc Criostai

36. 15 0615 Sur Le Linn na bpéimolite 4 tAmMS an cumann seo 1STeac sa
TiR; pan am 4ATA 1 0OTRACT anseo Hi Graob e 1 ngac pardiste. Ceagasc Creroirh
A4 TADAIRT Sna heaglaisi pardiste ar an Oorimaé, € INAT, ba Cuspoir '0o.
Cugtai renga 1 0TICE pRiOVATDEACA tRrRe1s1n 0o PA1STI 4 Bi RO-FA0D4 ON €45lLals.
N4 s4541RT, N6 TUATAIS 4 TOSA0AR, A TUT A0 4n TEATASC 4ATUS TO MINIC ba 140
MGMTeo1Ri na ** scol Taille ' na cuataig sm. PA&1sTi CATOILICEACA an PARAISTE
A D100 s4 RANT, LIDIS AR SCOIL Lae N6 Na bi0%, 4¢ ba MINIC A TUSTAT TEATASC 00O
bdome pdsta preisin.  Diod Leabarlann ve LITRIOCT CRADAPO 45 oul Le gad
cumann 4agus BiIoD LeabRA A15T1 AR PAIL Len 1isdro SA4 RANS N0 AR 14SACT MAR
4AV4R LéiTeoIreacta 45 an bpobal. ’Otirc Commisian 1824 o rad preascal
AN-LIONMA4Rr 4R 4N TEATASC S€0; ba thinic, 4R 06135, 4 i an pPobal 10TA0b Le1s.

Na Cumainn 010encAals

37. Tractad sna hailc romne seo (30-36) ar na scola 4 mbioov cteacc ve
SNAT 45 FORMOR an Pobail ortu. Romn Act Foirene Novarc (1793) sea bunaioo
4an Céan-ceann 've RoOMNT cumann 4 HBunaid N6 4 CabraA1S Le scola Le hagard
bunoroeacals ATUS ARD 140 4 TCUTD IMEACTAT ba S10CAIR, Curd MOR, 4 DEeIrResd
Le STAT-'0ARAS 010€4aCa1s A ceapa. Da é °“ Comlacas Toimmrnmi na Dudilce
asus Craobscaoilte €olars agus Cleacta an Crevomn Crioscai ’ an ¢éao-
¢umann 0iob sin. Dunaiod € 1 1792 agus taimig 1ma 01410, sS4 5CEa0-401S eile,
““ Cumann Tveirneac Lovoam *’ (1806), ‘* Cumann na Scol Domnarg ~’ (1809),
““ Cumann Forbairce Oroeacars na mDoct m Eirinn 7 (1811), an ** Cumann
Daistro ¢un Craobscaoilce an tSoiscéil m Eirmn 7’ (1814), agus an ** Cumann
Taela¢ ¢un FoRLAIRTE 010EACAIS N4 OTIORTAC TRE Alrmedn 4 oTeanga Tém "’
(1818). 1na gceann sin, Hi ROMNT Cumann ni ba LG N& 14D, A TOSATD ANSEo NO
1 Sas4n4, 4KUS A RA1L beagdn scol patu.!s

Comlacas Tomnrnim na Vudilce

38. Ni ra1H s4a Teéwo-ceann S€o e NA cumainn oroeacdals 4r 0TS A¢ TRIGR
cothaltai oen €aslals Reaccbhunaite ° a4 ceangail ortu péin Tiodt Le céilte
U4IR S4 TSeACTAIn Le comairle 4 SLacad £an mod ab fearr, ¢d toil D€, ¢un
1RIS ATUS CLEACTAD CREroth 4aSus sudilei o’acveood.””’® Vi oroeas creromn
AR N4 CEAD-ADAIR & CUIREADAR ROmpPu A PLE. CAITerDAR 4 SCUTD AIRSIO 4R *OThE
A5 SOLATAR LEALAR ATUS TRACTAIS 1R1S€ 4TUS 45 041l DuaIS€annd 4R SCREDUITS
Teagasc Criostai. Corpraiod 140 sa mblism 1800 agus cuged oeoncas
bLianTaIl 20010 on bPAarLamInT. CTosatd an ComLacas ansin 45 TOTAIL 4TUS 4T
r14ar scol. Cabraiondar Le scoil ar comnioll nac ra1d 0eonctds bLiranciil 04
AL a1c1 6 Aon fORAS Poibli eile, Jur Comaltai oen Caglaris Reacchunaicte
N4 MAGIMTEOoIRT, TUR LE1S TAC '04ALTA D4R FEXD Léarn an SCrivIMm "O1454 ATUS NAR
mameand aon Ceagasc Criostai aC ceann €aglais Sasana. Vi scolaioct Le
A1l a5 pA1sTi TAC aricme CRETOIM ATUS DI AR TAC 04alTA an SCribIMn A Léam,
AC Ni rRAD AC Aar Ccomaltai oen €aglars Reactbunaite an Teagasc Criostai
o’poslam. T4 1824 vi 226 e na scola 5€0 ann agus ba CATOLICIS VA CAISIT
curo 04 seuro altai; Léam Déarla (4s an mDiobla ba Mo 06), scriob agus

, LI 0% 3 - _ .
18 Cp. VDaRA Tuarascail Comismméiri frosricdin an Orveatats i Girinn—1826, 1¢. 16.

19 céan-Cuarascail—1825, Le. 31.
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reading (chiefly from Seripture), writing and arithmetie, and some two-
fifths of whose pupils were Catholics. ~ The Commission of 1824 stat.ed
“ that this respectable elass of school . . . can hardly be expected to inspire
the Roman Catholies, or the Presbyterians with confidence, being under the
immediate superintendence of the clergy of the Established Church, the
doetrines of which they have always consistently and avowedly taught to
all who would consent to learn them. The education of the children of any
other persuasion is so entirely an aeccidental and secondary object that
Presbyterians and Protestant Dissenters, as well as Roman Catholies, view

7Y 20

this elass of schools with some degree of distrust ™.

“ The Irish Society for promoting the Education of the Native Irish...”

39. The Irish Society is of interest chiefly because of its aims. The first
of its rules stated that its exclusive objects were “ to instruect the native
Irish, who still use their vernacular language, how to employ it as a means
for obtaining an accurate knowledge of English; and for this end, as also
for their moral amelioration, to distribute among them the Irish Version
of the Seriptures by Archbishop Daniell and Bishop Bedell, the Irish
Prayer Book, where acceptable, and such other works as may be neces-
sary school books, disclaiming at the same time, all intention of making the
Irish language a vehicle for the communication of general knowledge.’”*!
It was then estimated that 11 million of the population were practically
monoglot, and the use of Irish in their case was expected to result in the
acquisition of English as well as of knowledge of Seripture, the means
directly adopted being the use of books presenting in parallel columns texts
in Irish and an English translation. In 1824, the Society conducted some
50 day schools for children and another 20 schools for adults.

The Kildare Place Society

40. “ The Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor of Ireland ”’,
formed in the year 1811, emerged as the most important of the education
societies. To achieve its object, the Society early undertook, as its “ leading
principle 7, ““ to afford the same advantages for education to all classes
of professing Christians, without interfering with the peculiar religious
opinions of any.” Towards this end, it set out to assist in the founding and
maintenance of schools in which the appointment of teachers and the ad-
mission of scholars should be uninfluenced by religious distinetions, and in
which the Saered Seriptures, “ without note or comment ”, should be read
by all pupils who had acquired the ability to read, all catechisms and books
of religious controversy being excluded. A school on this basis had been
conducted in School Street (Dublin) since 1786, and it was there that the
Society at first met. As its principles favoured “ mixed” or *‘unde-
nominational ” edueation (which was to be enforced in Ireland for several
decades), it was probably because of them that, instead of appointing a
Board as reeommended by the Commission of 1806-’12, the British Govern-
ment chose the Society to administer a Parliamentary grant made available
for elementary education in 1814.

20 First Report, 1825, p. 89.

21 Extract from the General Rules prefixed to the Society’s Report f
quoted in the First Report, 1825, Appendix 250. ; i
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WIMRIOCT 4 Bi00 M4 Setrsa Lémn. ‘Odire Commisian 1824 ratu: ¢ this res-
pectable class of school . . . can hardly be expected to inspire the Roman
Catho-lics, or the Presbyterians with confidence, being under the immediate
superintendence of the clergy cf the Established Church, the doctrines of
which they have always consistently and avowedly taught to all who would
consent to learn them. The education of the children of any other per-
suasion is so entirely an accidental and secondary ob ect that Presbyterians

and Protestant Dissenters, as well as Roman Catholics, view this class of
schools with some degree of distrust.’’20

“An Cumann Taelaé éun porbainze 010eAdAlS na DTIOREAE . . .77

39. 15 e varr 4 Cuspo1ri 1S m6 4td an Cumann Taelac mspéise. Cugao
5105 54 TCEaD-Ceann 04 Curo Ri1alaca Surb € 4 Aon-Cuspoir 4 MaIean 0o
TIORTAIS Sael, 4 Ra1D 4 'DTEANTA DACAIS £6S 4CU, CE MAR bLamprois Leas 4a1stTi
le eolas crummn 4 cur ar Déarta. Cuige sm, agus ¢un & mbealais a Leasq,
beARrTAI00 na Leagam Faeilge oen Tiomna Leis 4n Arveaspag O Domnuill
4zus an t€aspag Devel a 5Ccapead ortu, an Leabar Urnai Saeilge san 41T 4
nslacrai Lé1 agus pé Saotair eile A Teasto® mar Leabra scoile, A¢ san 4m
céanna 5o séanpai °° all intention of making the Irish language a vehicle for
the communication of general knowledge.”’?! Measad a5 an am To Raid
miLlitin 5o Le1T 'oen pobal 1 n0dilL Le be1t aon-teangac asus bi sail o4& n-tsiroici
Saeilge 1ma TCAS S140S4n 5O DTABAREALDIS an DéarLa Leo agus eolas ar an
ScripTiar Lena Cois; Cuige sin, bamead Leas 4As Leabra 4 RAD TEACSA 1
nSaeilge agus Leagam Déarla 0iod poilsize toncu 1 geolam Le hais a céiLe,
Sa mbuiam 1824, vi 50 scoil Lae o Ppaisti agus 20 scoil erle 00 Daome pasTa
tén gCumann,

Cumann PLAs Cill Dara

40. Da &, mar a1z sé cun cimn, *° Cumann Forbairte Oroeacars na mHoce
m €irimn 7 an ceann b4 TALACTAT Ve N4 cumamn oroeacals. Le To n-61reod
Le1s, ¢uir an Cumann Rromhe, mar Priom-prionsabal, 5o Luat ma saol ‘ na
DE1SeANNda CEANNA 0r0E4aCAls A TALAIRT 00 TAC uile aicme 4 0’ a0mais an
Criostaiodt, Tan bamc Le tuairimi &1rite 1rise aon ¢nn oiob.’ Cuige sm
vearcars s€ curoi Le scold a TOTAIL 4TUS 4 R1AR. Sna scola Seo, ni CuirRpean
cimedl A CREroIm 4S 00 Ceapad an MAINTEORA NA 0 10NADACT an 04AlTA; Dead
4R TAC *0dlta tontu, 4 Bi 1 Moon Lé€am, 4an Scrivimm V1454 “° Tan Fluais gan
Léimiti 77 A Léarh, AC COMMeorai asTu amac Lesbra TEATAISC CRIOSTAT ASUS LeabRA
consporoe creromn e a¢ cmedl. Diod scoil ar an mbun seo £i seol 1 Sraro
na Scoite (Daite dza Cl1at) 6 1786 1 Le1t agus b’mnct 4 Tionoleai an Cumann 4ar
ocias. Di a4 curo prionsabail 1 Hrdbar an oroeacars ‘ meascta ~ no  neam-
mrisaicmeac ' (4 Ra1d s€ 1 0N 6 4 Cur 1 Teton 1 GiriMn AR pead cupla
SCOR bL14N), 4ATUS 15 V615 SUR MAR Feall ortu 4 tog Rialtas Sasana € cun
veontas PArLAIMINTe, 4 TUSAO Le hadard bunoroeacars sa moliam 1814, &
R14R 11 A1T Doro 4 ¢eapad mar mol Comisian 1806-"12.

20 Ihid., L¢. 89.
21 glioét As na Ri1alaca Simeardlca A bBi 1 orosaé Tuarascdla an Cumainn, 1824, agus a
’ - A 241 _IR9K z o
TUSTAR S105 S4 gCéao-Cuarascail—I1825, Aguisin 250,
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41. The Society moved, in 1817, to Kildare Place, from which site was
derived its cognomen of “ Kildare Place Society . In 1824, of its managing
committee of thirty-one laymen, two were Presbyterians, four members of
the Society of Friends, two Catholics and the rest members of the Estab-
lished Church. Few Catholics appear to have been members of the Society.
Its plan was, briefly, to make grants for the erection of new schools and for
the improvement of existing schools adhering to its rules; to train, at
short-term courses in its two model schools, teachers recommended to it by
school patrons; to publish “ moral, instruetive and entertaining books ” for
the use of schools; to supply school requisites at cost price;* to maintain
a system of annual inspection, and to award gratuities to teachers.

42. Tn 1824 as many as 583 schools were aided solely by the Soeciety,
while another 300 schools under other education societies also received
grants from it. The Society was not, at least officially, supported by the
bishops of the Established Chureh but the clergy in general approved of it,
as did also the Presbyterians. At the beginning, and in view of its “ leading
principle 7, some of the Catholic clergy and laity applied for the Society’s
aid in building and improving schools and for its school requisites, this
co-operation being later limited to application for requisites. There were
several reasons for this change of attitude: the rules forbade denomina-
tional religious instruction in the schools; the indiseriminate reading of the
Seripture ““ without note or comment ”, gradually given greater prominence
by the Society, was contrary to Catholie teaching, and the Society’s insis-
tence, as a matter of fundamental prineiple, that the purpose of this read-
ing was to enable pupils to “ become acquainted with principles of the
Christian religion 7, was considered to be erroneous.”® The conduet of some
patrons and their interference in religious matters in the schools did not
tend to allay Catholie suspieions and, finally, when in 1820 the Society
extended aid to schools of other societies, whose aims were more evangelical
than educational, the system was denounced by the Catholie authorities and
was thereafter strongly opposed by them,

The Lord Lieutenant’s Fund

43. Parliament in 1819 empowered the Lord Lieutenant to make grants
in aid of the building or purchase of school-houses. Applications were con-
sidered by three Commissioners, and granted or refused on their recom-
mendation. A grant of aid was given against a local contribution, on the
condition that a lease in perpetuity of the site be made to suitable trustees.
The grant was paid on completion of the building; with the school itself
the Commissioners were not concerned. In practice, applications from
Catholics were disecouraged by the use of an official form of conveyance
which made the local clergy of the Established Church party to it, vesting
in them the schools with the right of appointing the teachers, Moreover,
the Commissioners did not favour applications supported by a local fund

which was derived from small subseriptions, although there was no other.

way by which the ordinary people could raise an adequate sum. Aeccord-
ingly, out of the 481 grants issued up to 1825, only 12 went to Catholic
schools.**

22 Grants for the purchase of the Society’s school readers and texts w
to schools of all classes.

23 Tirst Report, 1825, Appendix No. 257.

24 of . First Report, 1825, pp. 58-60.
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41. °0’ aistrig an Cumann S0 oTi PLis Cill 'Vara sa mbliam 1817 agus 1s
On 1onao sin A TAMS 4 Leas-amm ‘‘ Cumann PLas Cillt 'Vara.”’ ’Den coisce
TRIOCA haon TuaTAC 4 Bi DA STIHIRAD 54 mbliam 1824, ba Presvitéarard beirc,
corhaltai e Cumann na sCaran Ceatrar, CaToiliciy DEIRT 4TuS coraltai oen
€aslars Reacchunaite sn curo erle. Da beag Cacorlicead 4 bi ma Scomalcai
ven Cumann. Da é a DE4RTAS, S0 haComair, 'DeoNTAIS 4 TADAIRT Gun scola nua
4 TOTAIL N6 €401 4 CUR 4R SCOLA A Teillread 04 r1alaCa; MAINTEOIRT, A Molpad
€4arlLama scol 00, 0 01GINT 4R SEARR-CORSAT M4 DA MOD-sCo1l;  Leabra, 4
MUeLH MORALTACT, TEATASC ATUS €olds Le bamt astu,’” 0’f01LS1G 1 TCOIR NA
SCOL; Te4RAS SCOILe 4 S0LATAR 4R 4 COSTAS;22 CISIREACT 4 0EANAM M ASATD
N4 blLiana Agus a1SCi 4 TAVAIRT D0 MGIMNMTEOIRT.

42. Sa moLram 1824 vi 583 scoil 4 Bi 1 DTuilLeamai cabrad 6n SCumann £éin
amdm agus Bi 300 eite pd cumamn oroeacsis eile 4 PUAIR DEONTAIS UAPD
FrRE151M. Nior Curo1d easpars na heaglaise Reacchunaite Le1s 4n SCumann, o
ho1p1S1iil 4R Aon NOS, A¢ Bi A4 cLéR 1 JcoiTtimne s4sTa Le1s, agus na Pres-
biTéara1S ma Sceann. AR 0ThS, 1 NgEALL 4R 4 PRioM-PRIONSADAIL,” D 14RRAD
ROMNT 0€N CLEIR 435us ven tuait CaToilicid cabair ar an SCumann ¢un scola
4 TOSAIL N6 bail 4 Cur ORTU, ATUS 0 FAISIDIS 4 Curo £edaras. MNi ba 0éanai,
Ni VEANATDIS AC TeaRrAS 0 14RR410. Di romMNT Giiseanna Le1s an ATRG meona
5€0. CO01SC N4 R14alaCa TEATASC 1R1S-a1CcMiG1l CrREromh sSna scolda; bBi Léam
N4 SCRIPTIIRA 45 CAC 4R 4on-¢omma, ‘ Tan Sluars, Sen Léiria,” 4R tug 4n
Cumann bre1s TAHLACTA 00 VO REIR 4 CE1le, CONTRARTA L€ TEATASC Na $5CaToil-
1C€4C, agus Measanar an Cumann 4 HEIT 1N EARRATD NUAIR 4 RIMNE SE PRIONSALAL
Bunard 0d 0015 TURL € cuspoir 4 Vi Leis an Léath Cur AR Cumds na noaltai
‘ eolas 4 Cur 4R PRiONSAbAIL an ¢reromn Criosctai.’?  MNior Curoig 10mpar
ROIMMNT ‘D€ N4 hé€arlama scoile, 4ATus an Cur 1steac A ninis sna scola 1
Schrsai creromn, Le amnreas na sCATo1liceat 4 Maolli, AJUS 1 NOEIREAD "DAl4,
nuaIR 4 tug an Cumann, sa moliam 1820, cavair v’eagraiocta eile ar mo oen
TS015C€4LATOCT Nd Den orveacds 4 Bi 4R 4 TCUSPOIRi, VDAORAE N4 hiP0ARAS
Cavoiliceaca an coRras 4AZus 4s SN AmAC CUIRELDAR TO TREAN 1ma Coinne.

Ciste fir tona1o an Ri

43. Tuair Tear 1onaro an Ri @0ards 6n bParLaMINT 54 mbliam 1819 peon-
Ta15 4 TALAIRT Cun TITE scoile 4 TOTAIL N6 A ceannact. TlLacTal Le h1aRRATAS
AR Deontas, no 0ltaici €, ar Mmolad TriUR Commisinéiri. Ceanaiti an '0eontds
M 4ATA1D c1on-iocaioCTA A1THL4, AR CO1MMioll Jo DTAVAREAT LEAS sutam ar 4an
suiom '0’10nTaobaIte o1r1GNACA. Nudir BiCD an ToIrRgNeam TOTTA, hiocTal 4an
veontds; ni cuiread na Comisméri 1steac nd amac ar an scoil pém. Damci
Leas 4s roirm o1p15101L Tiolacals 4 niod Cclér nda h€aglaise Reaccbunaite
PAIRTEAC SA L€4s, 4 VILSI00 N4 SCOLa 10NTU ATUS A TUTAD CEART Cceapacdin na
MGINTEO1RT 061D, RUD 40 45 mi-fonn ar CaTOMICIS A SCUTD Den ¢1STE 0 14RRATD.
Ta1ris s, ni Bic aon VAL 45 N4 CoMISIMEIRT L€ N14ARRATAIS 4 MbioD cisTe
A1T101L A DAILITT 1 STNTIU1S DEeAaTA '0e Taca lels, ¢é nac ra1b 4 MALAIRT 00 Healac
A5 N4 TNAt-04o0ine Le Leor-5uim A S0LATAR. Sa 5C4a01 seo, as na 431 e veon-
TA1S A he1siod sudas o ‘oti 1825, ni bruair scola Catorliceaca ac¢ 12 nion.24

22 cp. céao-tuarascirl—1825, 15. 58-60.

2 Tugrai veontals ¢un Léiteori scotle agus téacs-leabra an Cumamn a ¢eannaét 00
scola e ga¢ cmedl. ) . :

2 céavn-Cuarasciil—1825, Aguisin Umh., 257,
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Commissioners of Irish Education Inquiry 1824-'27

44. Impelled mainly by their objections to the Kildare Place Society,
the Catholic Hierarchy petitioned Parliament in 1824 for aid on a more
equitable basis for their schools. In seeking such aid the Bishops specifi-
cally stated “ that in the Roman Catholic Church the literary and religious
instruction of youth are universally combined, and that no system of eduea-
tion which separates them can be acceptable to the members of her com-
munion >’.**  The petition was followed by the appointment of a body
known as the ¢ Commissioners of Irish Education Inquiry ', whose reports
were issued in the years 1825-"27.

45. The principal funection of the Commissioners was “ to report as to
the measures which could be adopted for extending generally to all classes
of the people of Ireland the benefits of education.”” They opposed, as
inexpedient, a system of separate education sinee they regarded it
“of great importance to the interests of the State’ that the youth of all
persuasions should be educated together ““ in habits of early intercourse
and attachment ’.*¢ With the Commission of 1812 they agreed that no
system would be acceptable to the Irish people that did not afford the
opportunity of religious instruction to all, in which respeet the Commis-
sioners had found the Kildare Place system defective. They recommended
a system of combined literary or general instruction and separate religious
instruction for children of different religious persuasions.

46. Briefly, the Commissioners proposed establishing, in each parish, a
“ publie school of general instruction ” under two lay teachers, one Catholie
and the other Protestant, each of whom would impart religious instruction
to the children of his own ereed on certain days of the week, following the
early dismissal of other pupils, the clergy of the particular creed to attend
if necessary. A Government appointed Board was to manage the schools,
its funds to be provided partly by the State, partly from ““ parochial assess-
ments ”’, and partly from school fees. The Board would administer all
state grants for education and schools in receipt of public aid would be
required to submit to its jurisdiction. This body was to be empowered to
appoint and dismiss teachers, to employ inspectors and to approve books for
school use. Copies of the Testament were to be provided for the use of
pupils of each denomination, as well as a book of Seripture extraets designed
for general instruction. This latter proposal was the immediate cause of
the failure of the scheme.

47. Consequent on their first report, the Commissioners were requested
by the Lord Lieutenant to set up a certain number of schools by way of
experiment. They had already obtained the views of the Catholic Bishops
who, early in 1826, had expressed in a series of resolutions their attitude
towards the proposed plan.?” These admitted the possibility of the literary
instruection of Catholiec and Protestant children together in the same schools
provided ‘ sufficient care be taken to protect the religion of the Roman
Catholic children and to furnish them with adequate means of religious
instruction ”, but insisted that a Catholic should be the principal teacher
of each school in which Catholic children were in a majority, a Catholie
assistant teacher to be employed in schools in which they were in a minority,
such teachers to be appointed with the approval of the loecal Catholie

25 ibid, p. 1.
26 1'irst Report, 1825, p. 90.
27 ibid, pp. 95-96.
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Coimmisinéini riosracAmn an O10eaéals in Girinn 1824-°27

44. Na ca1sesnna 4 vi 45 n4 h€asparg Cacorticeaca m agard Cumamn PLAs
Cill 'D4ra, ba 140 ba 06 4 cu1R orey ACAIMT 4 Déanam Le1s an HPARLAMINT sS4
mbliam 1824, a5 14rRATO COtrROM Ni b’fearr 04 geuro scol. San acami, Luarg
N4 h€aspars 5o sonrac SurR curo '0d ¢éile tedgsasc LITEARta ATUS TEATASC
CRE1D11N N4 ho15e san €4agla1s CAC01L1013, Romanac £rE Cé1le aSus nac VEEADTAD
4 COMALTAT CumaINm SLACAD Le haon CORAS 010EACAIS 4 Dealdd 4n 04 teagasc
6 ¢é1Le.’? Da 6 14rthaIrT na hacami TUR Ceapad 'OrREsM 4R AR Tusad ¢ Com-
missioners of Irish Education Inquiry *’ (Coimisméiri F1osracam an Oroeacars.
m €1rinn) 4asus 4 0’F01LSTS TuARASCALA sna blianta 1825-27.

45. Va4 1 priomzns na sComisméri ** to report as to the measures which
could be adopted for extending generally to all classes of the people of
Ireland the benefits of education.” theascoar nac MOEANLad CORAS 0e1gilce
010€4CA1S C1S ATUS "VIALTATODAR 00 4R 4N TUAIRIM SuR Ri-TALACTAC 00 L€4s an
STAIT T0 0TALARPAT cothscolaiodT 00 Daoine 054 oen uile aicme ¢reroim,
‘“ in habits of early intercourse and attachment.”’? "0’aoncaicosr Le Coim-
1510n 1812 na¢ ngtacpsad mumcir na hGireann Le haon ¢ORAS nac DTADAREAD
'DE€15 4R TEATASC CrREroin 00 CACE, PoinTe 1ma rad MAIRS AR CORAS TZ)Lz\s Citu
'D4ar4 D4R Le1s na Comisméiri. 1Nolawndsr coras 1na DTADARLAT comMTeagase
LITEARTA NG COITEANN ATUS TEATASC CRETrOHn 4R Le1tug o pdiscti o’arcmi
€agshila creroir.

46. To hacomair, ba € molad na SCoMISMEIRT SO MbUNGLAT, 1 NnJAC parAISTE,
S5Co1L POo1bLi oroeacars coiTinn ’ A& VEIRT Tuat-oroi, ouine acu ma Cac-
oiliceat 4agus 4n ‘oume eile 1na JIROTASTINAC, AZUS TO 'OTADARTAD TAC Aon
DUIME ACU TEATASC CRETrDIN 00 na pPa1STi 4 LN Lena Creroesmn réim Laetanca’
41r1T€ '0eNn TSEACTAIN TAR €15 N4 04lTAT €1le a Ligean ¢un bealars Luat; cean
45 CLE1R N4 haicme d1rite 4 be1t 1 LATAIR 04 mba $& é. Dead bamisci na scol
rd& Doro Rialrais ambedd curo i ¢iste 4% Tio¢T 6N Stdc, curo 6 ¢ios pardiste
ATUS 4N Curo erle 6 TALLi scoile. Sé an Doro S 4 RIAREAD TAC DE0NTAS STAIT
Le hagard oroeacals agus Catredd scola A Teoband 'oeontals Porbli Téi1LLean
04 ¢uro rialaca. Desd cumacc aige oroi a CeAPAD 4TUS 4 BRISEAD, CISIRI
'0’FOSTH ATUS LeABRA 4 ¢eanh Le hisidro sna scolda.  Cuirpi cémpeanna oen
Tiomna 4r A1l 00 0AlTAT D€ TAC 40N A1CME CREPOIM, ATUS N4 TCeann Leabar
e 51e4CTA SCRIPTIIRA 4 mbAMET Leds 4s S4 TCOMTEATASC LITearta. 1S é an’
molad ne1read sin ba MmO ba S10CAIR Le DR1SEAD na scéime.

‘

47. AR LORS 4 SCEQD-CUARASCALY, 0 14RR 4N Tear 10naro 4r na Coimismeéiri
ROIMNT SCOL 4 bunii Le1s an scéim 4 triail. DT cusirimi na n-easpag Cacoiliceaca
AR 4an scéim 4 Bi 1 TCe1ST, 4 NOCTADAR 1 SREAT raNn S0 Luat 1n 1826, ar eolas
45 na Comisméiri ceana.?” ’O’aomats na RGM T0 ML 'FEroIR SO LEEAOPAT
TeATASC UITearta A TALAIRT o  pPAatsTi Catoiliceaca agus 00 PA1STI
ProTtastanaca m émeact sna scola céanna 4ar comnioll So nglacrai Leor-
¢aram ‘‘ to protect the religion of the Roman Catholic children and to
furnish them with adequate means of religious instruction,”” a¢ ba comniolt
acu Catoiticead 4 be1t d priom-oroe ar aon scoil mar Cacoilicts tromlLAG
na noalcai, Cacoiticead 4 et ma ¢OnTo1r 1 scold Mar mionlac 14D, ATUS
Sur le haonci easpars Cacoilicis na hdice a4 ceaprai na horoi sm. Da
¢omnioll acu, ta1r1S s, o1L1InT oroi Catorliceaca 4 vert rd Cacorictd, Agus

B Ibid.; Lé. 1.
26 I'bid., 1é. 90.
27 An Céao-Cuarascal—I1825, 1¢. 95-96.
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bishop. They insisted further on the training of Catholic teachers being
in the hands of Catholies, on the selection by the prelates of books in-
tended for Catholic religious instruction and on the non-introduction of
literary books objectionable on religious grounds. They objected, more-
over, to the proposed transfer of the existing schools. From any system
denying these conditions they would withhold approval.

48. With these resolutions before them, the Commissioners, as a first step,
sought to produce a volume of Secripture extracts for use in secular in-
struction in the new schools. The selection was initially made by repre-
sentatives of the Established Church and then submitted to the representa-
tive of the Catholie bishops, but difficulties arose, ending in disagreement.
One of the Commissioners®® then prepared ‘ a harmony of the Four
Gospels *’ under the title of ¢ Christian Lessons . This, in due course, was
rejected by the Protestant Primate with the statement: “ I should feel it
my duty to objeet to any plan of national education in which the eo-opera-
tion of the clergy in preparing books, visiting schools, and overseeing the
teachers was pointedly excluded.”” The Commissioners abandoned their
efforts to give effect to their plan.

In the House of Commons

49, A Select Committee of the House of Commons, in 1828, reviewed the
findings of the previous Commissions in an endeavour to discover “ a mode
in which the combined education of Protestant and Catholic might be
carried on, resting upon religious instruction, but free from the suspicion
of proselytism .*° They proposed that, in schools supported by the State,
children should be instructed on four days of the week “ in the general
subjects of moral and literary knowledge ”, while on one of the remaining
two days Protestant pupils should receive religious instruetion and on the
other the Catholic pupils, “ the whole of this separate religious instruetion
to be placed under the exclusive superintendence of the clergy of the re-
speetive ecommunions.”” They proposed also that the New Testament and
other religious books should be read in connection with the separate instrue-
tion only. The Committee recommended the appointment of a Board of
Education to be “ bound by strict and impartial rules >’ and responsible to
Parliament for the appropriation of all grants made for the purpose of
education in Ireland. They also made proposals for the disbursement of
such grants. The adoption of this scheme was supported by another Select
Committee which, in 1830, inquired into the state of the poorer classes in
Ireland, but a year elapsed before a new plan was introduced, namely, the
system of National Education.

The System of National Education

50. The introduction of the “ System of National Eduecation ” was
announced in Parliament on the 9th September, 1831, by the Chief
Secretary for Ireland, Mr. Stanley,*’ on a Government vote of the sum of
£30,000 for the education of the poor in Ireland. The effect of the vote
was to withdraw the grant from the Kildare Place Society and to place it

28 Anthony R. Blake, later to be one of the Commissioners of National E .
29 Ninth Repd()rt,l\]-SQT. p. 16} " iona ducation.
30 cf. Appendix No. 7 to the Report of the Powis Commission (1870). V

Part II, pp. 603-6. (1870), Vol. I,
31 Afterwards Lord Derby.
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CEa0 4 Beit a5 na heaspais na Leabra a ceaprai o Teagasc 4n Creroim
CAc01L1C1g 4 TOS4&0, 4ZuS, £6S, NAC OTADAREAT 1STEAC LEARA LITEARTA 4 bead
mloctuite 6 taod creromn. Cuireapasr, frE1sIn, 1 Jcoimne scola 4 bi ann
Ceana 4 ¢ur pd Bamiscti an Doiro. i CADAREAPDIS 4 N-40NTAS 0 40N sCé1m
nac gcomilionpa® na comniollaca sin.

48. 0’péac na Comisinéiri mar tiis, AJUS N4 RAIM SN Acu, le leabsr ‘oe
5leacTa SCRIPTIARA 4 CUR 4R T41l 4 hasdroeordi Le Linn 4n TEATA1SC S40lTa
SN4 5ColLa nua. lonavaite ven €aglais ReacThunaite a4 RiNne an TOLAD 1
0VTOSAC ATUS CUIREAD A ROSA t4 LREIT 10n4'DAT Na n-easpag Cacoiticeaca, ac
CARLAIS DEACRACTA 4TUS NiOR tangtas 4R aoncii 4r e1read. Cuir Duine ‘ve na
Co1m1§1né1n128 ‘ comartris 4s na Ceitre So1scéil’ Le ¢éile ansin tén teroeal
** Christian Lessons.” "Oritcarg an Priomiro PRrROTASTENAE D6 SN ATUS
otirc: ‘I should feel it my duty to object to any plan of national education
in which the co-operation of the clergy in preparing books, visiting schools,
and overseeing the teachers was pointedly excluded.”’?® Uiz na Commisméiri
VEN 14RRACT 4an PlLean 4 TALAIRT ¢un crice.

1 nDAIL Sasana

49. Sa mbliam 1828, 0’ atscrirnarg Roga-Coiste e Vil Sassana torad
540T41R N4 gComM1s1GN ROMNME S1N *0€ S$h1l So n-aimseorois ‘° a mode in which
the combined education of Protestant and Catholic might be carried on,
resting upon religious instruction, but free from the suspicion of
proselytism.’’3% tholanar To 0TALAREAT, 1 SCOLA 4 mbead cimam on STAT Leo,
Teag4sc 0o N4 pa1sti ceitre LA sa tseactam ‘‘ in the general subjects of
moral and literary knowledge,”’ o 'otabarpai Teagasc creroimn 00 OalTal
Proctastinaca L4 oen i L& eile agus 0o Ma valtai Catoiliceaca L4 eile,
““ the whole of this separate religious instruction to be placed under the
exclusive superintendence of the clergy of the respective communions.”’
Molavar rre1sm nac Lé1pi an Tiomna Nua nd LEaBRA CRADATD €ile 4¢ MR
Curo '0€n TEATASC ATscartd. TNolanar Doro Oroeatals a4 ¢eapad 4 mbead
‘ R14LACA DOCTA, Neamclaonta * 04 ceangal Agus 4 Heao FREATARTAC ‘OON
PARLAIMINT 1 Le1trReASTH N4 MDEoNTAS uile 4 cAltyi Le horoeacas i E1rinn.
Rimneaoar molta preisim 1 0Taobd ioc na noeontas sm. 1ol Roga-Coisce
eile, a rimne r1osra 1m 1830 1 vTach staro na mbocc m Girinn, SLACAD Le1s an
scé1m sin, A¢ 0 1M15 LL1AIN SARAR TIONSCNAD SCEMM NUA .1. & CORAS O1r0€4aCAal1S
Naisianca.

Conras an O1veacars NAisinca

50. Ar an 90 Medn Formar, 1831, o’pogair an Priom-Ranai o’ CGirimn,
Mr. Stanley,? go ra1d ‘‘ Coras an Oroeacais Naisiinca’’ Le bund, Le Linn 06
voca Riatcars e £30,000 a molad sa bBPARLAMMINT 4R Mma1te Le horoeacds a
AV AIRT 00 na boict m Emmimn. Da é bri an VOTA 4n '0eonctds & Calgairm 6
Cumann PLAs Cill 'D4ara agus € 4 TADAIRT 0on fear lonaro ¢un dsdroe 43

3 _anchony R. Dlake, a Bi 1na 01410 s1n ar Vuine oe Comisméiri an O1oeacars Ndisiinca.

29 An Naou Tuarasca1l—I1827, 1¢. 16. :
30 op. aguisin Unh. 7 Le Tuarascail Comisiim Powis (1870), 1ml. I, curo II, 15. 603-6.

31 Loro ‘Oerby 1na V110 sin.
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in the hands of the Lord Lieutenant for the use of a Board of Commis-
sioners, to be constituted by him, for the superintendence of a system of
National Education. The first President of the Board, composed of seven
members, was the Duke of Leinster.®* A letter addressed by the Chief
Secretary to the Duke, in October, 1931, stated at length the principles and
general rules which were to govern the Board’s activities.*®

The ¢¢ Stanley Letter”’

51. According to the letter, the system was to provide for “ combined
moral and literary and separate religious education ”, serupulously avoid-
ing ‘interference “ with the peculiar tenets of any deseription of Christian
pupils *’ and free from “ even the suspicion of proselytism ”’. Applications
for aid would be “ admissible from Christians of all denominations ”, but

priority would be given to joint applications from parochial clergy and’

laity of different denominations. Aid would be given only where local
funds were raised for the maintenance of the school, the payment of the

teacher’s salary, and the purchase of books and school requisites at half’

price. For a grant to be given towards school building, at least one-third
of the estimated cost was to be contributed locally and, in addition, a site
approved by the Commissioners was to be provided and the schoolhouse was
to “ be vested in trustees, to be also approved by them ”.

52. It was stipulated in the letter “ that the sehools be kept open for a
certain number of hours, on four or five days of the week, at the discretion
of the Commissioners, for moral and literary education only; and that the
remaining one or two days in the week be set apart for giving, separately,
such religious education to the children as may be approved by the clergy
of their respective persuasions . The clergy too were to be encouraged by
the Board to give religious instruection ¢ either before or after the ordinary

school hours, on the other days of the week ”’. Control was given to the

Board over books used in the sehools “ whether in the combined moral and
literary or separate religious instruction ”, the Board to sanction the use of
books for combined instruction, and the books for religious instruction to
be approved by its members who were of the persuasion of those for whom
they were intended. It was not designed to exclude from the combined
instruction ““ such portions of saered history or of religious and moral
teaching ”’
stood that such teaching was not intended as a substitute for the separate
religious instruction on the day set apart for that purpose.’* The Board
was to apply some of its funds to the editing and printing of approved
“ books of moral and literary education ” and to supply them to the schools
at half-price.

32 The other members were: two members of the Established Church—-Dr.
Whately, Archbishop of Dublin, and Dr. Sadleir, Provost of Trinity College ; two
Catholics—Dr. Murray, Archbishop of Dublin, and Mr. A. R. Blake, Chief Remem-

brancer and a member of the 1824 Commission; and two Presbyterians—the Rev.

Mr. Carlile of the Synod of Ulster, and Mr. Holmes representi th
Munster. The names were suggested by Stanley. 2 e L Pt

3% Some material changes appear to have been made in the Tetter, as publi
by the Commissioners up to 1842, The Powis Commission (1870) d-évotegusel\glre:;,dl
pages of its report to these. (Report, Vol. I, p. 21 et seq.)

3 This important provision was inserted, according to the Powis Commission
ssion,

at the request of some members of the Board prior to their appoint i
Vol. 1, pp. 21-22.) ppointment. (Report,
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Doro Comisméri a bunod sé rém cun cordas Oroeacars NAISINTA 4 R14R.
Seactar comaltai 4 Bi 4R an geéao-Doro asus ba € Oiac Laigesn an céao-
Uactarin.®? 1 Litiv a4 Cuir an Priom-Ranai curs an "O1GC, CuirRead sios Ko

mion 4r N4 PRIONSADAIL ATUS N4 R1alaCa TMearaltd 4 Hi Le hobair an Doiro
4 R1414,33

Licir Stantey

51. Do ré1r na Licreae, Cuirpead an coras ‘. combined moral and literary
and separate religious education ”” ar pail, seaénéd sé SO SCRAPALLAC CUR 4S
‘ o'1r15 A1rite aon ¢medl e alcai Crioscai ’ 4TuUs Head sé saor 6 ‘14
AMMREAS N4 pPrOSAlAcTA.”  Tlacrai le hiarratals cabrac 6 Criostaite oen
uile aicme Creromm, a¢ BEarpai TOSATOCT DO COMIARRATAIS 6 CLEIR ParAISTE
ATUS TUATAIS 0’ a1cmi €agstila.  Ni TAbAREAT CAbAIR AC S4 TCASs TO mbaiteotrai
AIRTELD SA TCEANTAR Le1s an Scoil 4 Gotll, Le TUARASTAL an mimTeora ’ioc
ATUS Le LeADRA ATUS TeARAS SCOILe 4 CEeANMACT 4r Leat-luac. Cartpedad Lucc an
CEeANTAIR TR1AN AN COSTAIS MEA4STA, 4R 4 LAS4D, 4 S50LATAR Cun DEONTAS TOSILA
scoile 0'pA1l 4TUS ca1tei, TAIrIS s1n, suiom 4 5456’0 na Commisinéiri 4 Cur 4R

F41L ATUS 4N TEAC scoile 4 0ilsit 1 1onTtaobaite 4 nglacrad na Commisiéiri
e,

52. leagav sios sa ticir “‘ that the schools be kept open for a certain
number of hours, on four or five days of the week, at the discretion of the
Commissioners, for moral and literary education only; and that the remain-
ing one or two days in the week be set apart for giving, separately, such
religious education to the children as may be approved by the clergy of
their respective persuasions.”” i an Dowro leis an TClLé1R 4 SPREATLD
FRE1SIN CUN TEATASC CReTOMN 4 TALAIRT ° ROMN NO 1 ND1ATD NA NTNAT-UAIREANTA
sco1le AR N4 Laetanca eile 'oen tseactam.” Tugad 004ards von DorD 4r na
Leabra 4 hasdroeorai snd scola ‘ ba ¢cuma 4R le hadard an comteasalsc
MORALTA ATUS LITEARTA 14D N0 Le haZard an TE4ATA1SC Creromn 4r Leitul -
¢eanon an Doro rém na Leabra 4 hiSA1r0€0T4T S4 TCOMTEATASC ATUS MoLrad
na comaltai e 4 bam Le1s an aicme Creroin A i 1’ 5Ce1sT Leabra A husdroeorai
4% Teazasc creromn. Ni ra1d sé bearcaite ‘“ such portions of sacred history
or of religious and moral teaching ’’ a molpad an Doro 4 wesilc 6n Scom-
teagasc, 4¢ TUSAO Le £105 NaC RA1H A DEATASC SN CeApTa DUl 1M AT &N TEATAISC
éreromi AR Le1tlis 4R an LA 4 Bi Ledagta amac 06.%4 Vi an Doro te curo 04
Curo AIRSPD A CAItean 4R ¢ Leabra molTa 010e4cAlS MORALTA aTuS LiTearta '’
4 CuR 1M €4TAR AZUS 1 TCLO ATUS 14D 4 TADAIRT 00 NA scola 4r Leat-luac.

32 Da 140 na cothalrai eile: beire comalrai nen €aglats Reaccbunaite—an Or. Whacely,
Aroveaspas Datle dta Cliat, agus an ORw. saoleir, Uactardn Coldiste na Trionbdroe;
beire Caroiliceaé, an ‘OrR. Murray, Aroveaspas Daile dta ClLiag, agus A. R. Dlake, an
Priom-theabrénai, ba ¢othalca ve Comisiin 1824; agus beirt IrResHITEARAC, an TURR.
Carlile 6 Seanao Ulao, agus Mr. holmes 6 Seana na Muthan. Stanley 4 ol na hammm-
neaca.

33 15 costil SUR VEARNAD ROINNT atruite TAbaCTACA 4R an LITIR MAR 0’poilsig na Com-
1sméimi i suas o oci 1842, Cart Comisiin Powis (1870) romnt Lleatanac 0d tuarascail
leo. (Tuarascail, iml. 1, Lé. 21 ef seq.).

3oyirea® an porAIl EAbactac sm 1stead, 00 ré1r ComMISIGIM POWIS, AR 14RRATAS ROIMNT
oe ¢omalrai an DOIRD SaRaR ceapa® 140 (Tuarascail mml. 1, ¢, 21-22).
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53. The appointment of teachers was reserved to the patrons (i.e.,
managers) of the schools, but they could be removed by the Board for
stated reasons. While existing teachers could be appointed, subject to
the Board’s approval, other candidates were to have “ received previous
instruction in a model school in Dublin to be sanctioned by the Board.”
This model school was to be established and maintained by the Commis-
sioners who were also to provide from their funds for the “ training of
teachers for country schools 7 and for a system of inspection.

Opposition to the National Schools

54. The Board had scarcely commenced to funetion when the Presbyterian
Synod of Ulster condemned the system,*® chiefly because of the restriction,
during schools hours or the time for combined instruction, of the use of the
Seripture ; but also because of the control vested in the Board over schools,
teachers and school books, and the priority given to joint applications for
aid. The Synod favoured denominational education and control for
schools, for Presbyterian children at any rate. Fruitless negotiations were
followed in Ulster by active opposition to the National Schools, ending in
the withdrawal from the system of many schools which had been in receipt
of aid. In 1838 the regulations of the Board in regard to religious in-
struction were amended. One day, as hitherto, was set apart for religious
instruction, but it was now permissible to have religious instruection inter-
posed during the school hours, provided it was so arranged that children
whose parents did not approve of it “ should not be required to attend or
be present at it ’’. The following year the Resident Commissioner, the
Rev. Mr. Carlile, resigned and shortly afterwards a rapprochement was
effected between the Synod and the Board, the later conceding most of the
former’s demands. The Board no longer insisted that priority be given to
joint applications for aid, or that managers of non-vested schools be re-
quired to give the use of their schools to persons of other denominations for
separate religious instruetion, or, in fact, that these schools be open on one
day of the week for such instruction.

05. Opposition was not confined to the Presbyterians; it also came, in a
strenuous and sustained form, from clergy and laity of the Established
Church.’® Like that of the Presbyterians, it started early in 1832 and on
somewhat similar grounds—the prominence given to secular as against
religious instruction, the disregard of the claims of the clergy of the
Established Church in the management of the schools, and the exelusion of
the Seripture during the hours of general instruction. The antagonism
was at times coloured by polities, and landlords, in particular, strengthened
it by their refusal to grant sites for new schools as well as by their exer-
tions among tenants on behalf of Protestant schools founded in opposition
to National Schools. The Church authorities, in condemning the system,
offered conerete opposition by founding, in each diocese, schools which were
aided from a common fund administered by the Church Education Society,
which in the year 1867 had over 1,200 schools under its aegis. Many of the
clergy, however, supported the National system, and erected or participated
in the erection of schools under its rules, such schools numbering by 1867
over 800. The changes in the Board’s regulations, already noticed, helped

35 Powis Commission Report, 1870, Vol. I, p. 47 sq.
36 Powis Commission Report, Vol. I, p. 66 sq.
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53. Da ag eantama (.1. bAIN1STEO1RT) N4 SCOL 4 BT 0107 4 Ceapan, a¢ 0 FELOLAD
4n Doro 140 4 HrISEAD 4R C1S A tabarpad sé. Téaorai,le ceso an Doiro,
0101 4 BT sna scola ¢eand A Ceapand, a¢ nior MOR ‘ TEATASC ROMARE 1 MOD-
5Co1L 1 mDarte A¢a Cl1at 4 B Le ceavd 45 san mDoro * 4 Be1t raiste 45 14RR-
TORT e1le sard Sceaprai 140. Vi an modscoil sm Le bund 4ATUS le coth 4% na
C(,)1m1smémi ASuS DIODAR PRE1SM le curo 04 TCI1STE 4 Galtesn cun * oroi
0 01UTINT 00 SCOLA Tuatte * a5us le hagard CORAIS CISIREACTA.

Doiceall roim na Scola Nasitinca

54. 15 ar €15 4 BT an Dowo 1 mbun Tnota nuair 4 01LTa1S Seanao Pres-
DITEARAC ULLD 'DON ¢ORAS,% ar prioméars Sur Coi1sc sé€ 0sdro nd SCRIPTIGRA
Le Linn ama scoile N6 na Tréimse comteasalsc, AC rrRe1sth mar $eall 4ar 4an
SCUMACT 4 Tugad oon Dord 4r scola, 4r 0107 45US 4R LEADRA Scoile 4ATUS 4N
TOSAT0CT 4 TUZAD DO COMIARRATAIS 4R CabaIr. Vi tui 4% sn Seanao Le scolaioctT
Azus 1e hurldimh 1R1S-a1cmeac, 1 5eas scola 00 PA1STI PRESHITEARACA AR 40N
n6s. Tar €15 an SCE4AL 4 PLE aTuS TN REITEAE 'O FA1L, CUIREAD SO TREAN 11
45410 na Scol Ndisiinta 1 gCa1ge ULED, 4TUS 4R DE1RELD Ttug ROINNT thatt
Scol 4 Bi a5 P41l 'DeoncTals cil 4R 4n SCOrAs. In 1838 teasaion rialaca an
Do1ro 1 'pTaod Teagaisc Creromm. Ceapdad L4 4hdin Don TEATASC CRevoim,
MAR CEAPAD TO 0TI 51, AC CEADAT0ND AN01S TEATASC CREPrDIth 4 TAVAIRT 1 RIT
na N-UAIREANTA SCOILE, 4R CUNTAR 4 SO0CRUITE S4 TCA01 NAC TCUIRET ar PA1scTi,
ndr aoncaiy 4 ‘otuismiteoiri teis, ‘‘ to attend or be present at it.”’ .an
bliam Dar Jcionn 0’é1rig an Comisiméin Conaiteac, an ctlrr. Carlile, as
O1F1S 4ASUS S0 hA1CEARR 114 01410 SN RINNEAD REITEAC TDIR 4N S€ana’D ATUS 4n
Doro tar é1s on Doro Té1lLedad 'oon ¢uro ba Mo 0 14RRATAIS 4an TSE4naro.
Nior ¢omnioll a5 an mDoro reascta SO '0TADAREAT TOSATOCT 00 COMIARRATAIS
AR CADAIR, NA SO Mbead 4r DAIMISTEOIRT Scol neamodilsite 140 A TALAIRT 00
vaome '’ aicmi eiLe 1 geo1r TEATA1SC creromn 4R Le1tlil, nd, mar TARLAIS, SO
mbedand na SCola S AR 0SCAILT LA amdin '0en Tseactam Le haSard an TeAS4a1SC
sm.

55. Ni 1o na PrEsLITEARAMS AMAIN 4 CUIR N 4Z4T0 4N CORAIS; CA1T CLEIR
Aaxus TudTarS'0en €aglars Reacthunaite ma comne 5o TREAN ATUS TO S€45TA. 38
Mar Tarla 1 SCAS N4 LPRESLITEARAE, TOSAIS an PRI0OTATOCT SO Luat m 1832
4ATUS 4R N4 CO1S€sNNd CEMMAMORAN—4N TIVACT A TUTAD DON TEATASC SA0LTA 11
4AZA10 4N TEATAISC CRErDIn, 4n Nesm-41R0 4 RMnead o’éileamn cléire na
h€aglaise Reactbunaite ar HAIMISTI N4 SCOL ATUS AN TOIRMEASC AR 4N Scrip-
TIir SA TREMSE Teagaisc corcmn. Cuir 4&n PolaiTiotT AL, Amanngd, 4r 4an
10nsai ATus TRE1S13 T1ARNAT TALUGN, SO hdirite, Le1s Tré Ttalam suim A Oi1alco
'O SCOLA Nud ATUS TRINA TCUID TIONONTAT A SPREATAD L€ Tach Le1s na Scola
Proctastinaca 4 bunaiod 1 scommlint Le1s na Scola Naisiantd. Cuir G'04ard1S
na h€aglaise Le1s an TCAmean 4 TUSADAR AR 4n SCORAS TRE scola 4 Luna 1
ngac tdirce Aagus cabril L€o 4s comciste 4 Bi td ré1r Cumann Oroeacars na
neastaise, 4 ra1d os ctonn 1,200 scola péna ¢oimirce sa mbliam 1867. Seas
ROIMNT A1t 'ven CLéRr, Arac, Le1s an Teoras NA1SMINTA AKus TOTADAR scola
£dna R14LACA N6 CALRATODAR Lena DTOSAIL; bi Tar 800 ve na scola sm ann p&
1867. Cuir na hatruite 1 rialaca an Doiro, 4 Lluamar ¢eand, Le1s an sclaonad
S1M, ATUS neartay an Léria o1piSitiil 4R Aan r1a1l £4& fRrREASTAL ValTal 4r

3 Ibid., L&, 47 et seq.
36 I'bhid., Lc. 66 et seq.
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to- influence this development. It was further encouraged by the official
interpretation of the rule governing the attendance of pupils at religious
instruction. For some years the rule permitted school patrons to arrange
the time for such instruction, provided that they gave notice of the hours
arranged and that no child “ be ecompelled to receive or be present at ’’
religious instruction to which his parents objected. In 1847 the Board
interpreted this rule as not prohibiting the attendance of e¢hildren at such
instruction, but only their compulsory attendance, ruling that the pre-
position “to ” was understood before the words “ be present at’ an
interpretation which they had earlier rejected.’’

56. The system was, at first, accepted cautiously by the Catholie bishops
and clergy, with some notable exceptions. The opportunity of providing
suitable buildings for their schools, hitherto not available owing to the
poverty of the people, and the apparently substantial religious guarantees
contained in the ¢ Stanley Letter ”’ encouraged them to give the new system
a fair trial, despite its falling short of Catholic principles and despite the
small representation on the Board allowed to Catholics, who constituted
five-sixths of the population. However, difficulties were shortly to arise
which led to suspicions of the real purpose of the system, and finally to
dissatisfaction, on the part of the Catholic leaders.

Control of the Schools and the Charter of Incorporation

57. The “ Stanley Letter ”’ required that, in the case of a school built by
state aid, ¢ a site for building, to be approved of by the Commissioners, be
granted for the purpose, and that the schoolhouse, when finished, be vested
in trustees, to be also approved of by them ”. The terms of this clause,
in the Board’s edition of the letter, read: ““. . . a site for building to be
approved of by the Commissioners, be granted to them, and the school-

house, when finished, fo be vested in them.’’®® and although the building-

query sheet issued to applicants for many years allowed these to nominate
their own trustees, it was the view of the Board that such trustees acted
for the Commissioners and not for the local applicants.®® Thus the Board
claimed a greater degree of control over the vested schools than was origin-
ally intended, amounting, in effect, to a claim of ownership, although the
Board, not being as yet incorporated, could not acecept conveyance to them-
selves. On the other hand non-vested schools, especially in the interpreta-
tion of the rules on religious instruction, were given greater freedom :
after 1839, they were not bound to admit the clergy of other denominations
to give religious instruection, the use of the sechool-house in after-hours
was unrestricted, and generally they were subject to the rules of the Board
only as long as they were in receipt of annual grants. Few Catholic
patrons, however, could provide schools without State aid and thus own
non-vested schools which were ¢ quasi-denominational ’’.

58. On the plea that trustee-vested schools were not being properly main-
tained, the Board, in 1844, obtained a charter of incorporation whereby
they were enabled, in future, to insist on the vesting in the Commissioners
of all new schools built with the aid of public grants. Such vested schools
and any existing vested schools transferred to them, they undertook to
maintain.and repair at public expense. Though the Powis Commission in

37 ibid, pp. 86, 110-112.
38 Ttalics ours.
39 ¢bid, p. 29.
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teagasc creromn Leis rre1sm. Le romnc vlisnca, ceanats an riail 0 éartama
5CO1le an T-4m "DON TEATASC S1h A SO0CRQ, AC £OSRA 4 TADAIRT 4 N4 hudIReaNTA
4 S0CROF4i 06 azus nac mbesd aon paisce ‘“ compelled to receive or be
present ’ a5 teagasc creromh nar REITIS 4 Tuismiteoiri Leis. 1In 1847
R14La15 an Doro nir toirmeasc an riail TREASTAL PA1STI 4R &N TEATASC Sit,
4C TuRr Toirmeasc sé 4 brreastal 4 Heis éigeanctac, 0 bi, A0GRrRAD, an rEAmM-

6 & 3
f:ocfaL to " mruizte romm na rocail ‘‘ be present at,”’ cé o rar viGlTarte
RoOMNE S 45 an mDowro Don Lé1r1a s1n.37

56. Cé 5o ra1d eisceacca SONTASACA M4 medasc, SLAC easpals agus CLér
na h€aglaise CaTOICT 50 coMMEan At Le1S 4N SCORAS 4R OTAS. AN DE1s 4 tug
S5€ 001H roIrRgNIM fe1iinaca 0’41l 04 Jcuro scol, ruo nac rA1D ACu RO1ME SIn
1 NnSeall ar Hoicte an PobaIl, ATUS 4N T-URRGAS LIONTAC, D0 REIR ¢osttacta, A
TusS UTIR Stanley 14 ¢irsai creroim, SPREAT SN 140 Le Tr141l CoTrom 4
BAINT A4S an TEORAS, AMneotn nar fREATAIR S€ 4R 140 DO Prionsabail Cactoilic-
€aCa ATUS NAC RAD AC beasdn 1onanatte 4ar an mDoro 435 Cacoi1lic1s, 4R 0iod
CU1SEAR 45 TAC sei1sear 'ven pobal. Tarla1S 0€4ACRACTA To Ludat, 4Arac, &
0’ A5 Anhreas ta FIOR-CUSPOIR an CORAIS 4R CmMNniri na gCaToilicead AKuS 4
0'PAT Mi-SASTA Le1s 4R DE1Resd 140.

UnrlArh na Scol azus an Cairc Corpruite

57. leag LiTir Stanley sios, 1 5CAS scoile 4 TOTEAT Le cabair staic: ¢ that
. a site for building, to be approved of by the Commissioners, be granted
for the purpose, and that the schoolhouse, when finished, be vested in
trustees, to be also approved by them.”” 1s mar seo a4 1615 an abairc sin
m eagrin an Voiro wen Licir: ““ that . . . a site for building to be approved
of by the Commissioners, be gramted to them, and the schoolhouse, when
finished, fo be vested in them,”’3® agus, cé& To 'oTUS 4N ceiSTNEOIR TOTALA A
CUIRTI CUIS 14RRTOIRT AR Fead mOordn bl1anTa cean 061H 4 n-1onctaobaite réin
o ammnit, ba i cuatrim an Doiro Sur T4ar ceann na TCommiséIri aSus nac
TAR CesnM na N-14RRTOIRT A1TIGLA 4 Tniomald na hiontaobaite smn.3? Sa ccaom
seo 0’é1L15 an DorD ceart urldmne ar na Scola DiLsS1te TAR Mar Hi 1 TCE1ST
AR OTO8; b 10nann é, DAIRiRe, ATUS A N-G1NEARACT 0 é1Leam, cé nac dréanrad
an Doro, nuair na¢ RAD SE CORPRAITE TO £O1ILL, 4 DTIOLACAD 4 TLAcAD. A2 an
TAaob eile, Tugad bre1s S401RS€ DO N4 scola neamdilsite, To hdirite sa mobRri
4 bamead 4s Na R1ALACA T4 Teagasc creromn: ni rad owrtu, tar é1s 1839,
cléir 'ne Creroim eile 4 Ligean 1STEAC Le TEATASC CrReroih 4 TADAIRT, ni RA1D
Aon ¢osc AR USA1r0 an Ti scoile Tar €15 am Scoile, ATuS 1 TCo1TiMne ni rRAHLDAR
T4 smact riataca sn Voo 4¢ 40 1S Hiovar 45 tail '0eoncals bLisncail.
Da veag éartam Cacotlicedd, &rac, 4 0'féa0 scola 4 Dunid Tan CADAIR STAIT
ATus, 04 RER, scola neamdilsite 4 bHeit 415e 4ARDL 10nann 140 MORAN ATuUS
scola 1r15-a1cmeaca.

58. AR $10ca1R nac rA1L scola 4 B pilsite 1 1onTtaobaite A Fcomnedl 1
TCEeART, FTUAR 4N Doro cairc corpruite m 1844 4 cuir ar 4 Cumas peasta 4
éiLteamn So noilseorai sna Commisiméiri TAC sSCoil nua A TOSFAl Le cabair
veontds poibli. Tabanar ortu réin na scola vilsite sin, agus scola vilsite
AR D1T & TOSAO Cceana axus A ‘vilseorai iontu, 4 comnedil aTus 4 Deast 4s
Airsean poidli. Cé Tur féao Comisian Powis m 1870 a4 rA o pirmneac

87 I'bid., 15. 86, 110-112.
38 Linne an clo €aovdlac.
3 I'bid., L¢. 29.
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1870 could truthfully say that  schools vested in the Board enjoy great
advantages ”, they admitted that “the tenure had not proved popular -1
The Catholic bishops and clergy refused to surrender the ownership of the
schools managed by them and finally, after much pressure, the (Government
in 1861 directed the Board to concede the option of vesting schools in
trustees or in the Commissioners. The unpopularity of vesting schools in
the Clommissioners is illustrated by the fact that the number of sechools so
vested at no time exceeded 15% of the total; objeetion to the practice was

common to all denominations.

The Probiem of Books and ‘* Scripture Lessons ”’

59 The control of the schools was not the only issue between the Board
and the Catholic authorities. In 1832, as a temporary arrangement, the
Board adopted for use in the schools the books of the Kildare Place Society,
together with books issued by the Catholic Book Society and re-edited by
the Rev. Mr. Carlile. Following his appointment as Resident Commissioner
in 1833, the Rev. Carlile had prepared a series of readers which included a
considerable amount of religious and seriptural matter, some at least of
which was considered objectionable by Catholies. The readers eontained,
in their literary and historical matter, only incidental references to Ireland
and in effect aimed at the obliteration of all Irish traditions of culture and
nationality. Their use in the schools was not obligatory on patrons, but
other books, if procurable, ecould be used only with the sanction of the
Board, whose publications were purchasable at half-price, at first, and
later were issued to schools as free stock.

60. As well as ordinary books, the Resident Commissioner also set out
to provide for use in combined instruction Seripture extracts from the Old
and New Testaments. These were not originally envisaged, in view of the
failure of the experiment of 1826, but the Government Lad agreed to their
production provided the Board unanimously recommended them. Besides
the ““ Seripture Lessons ’’, to which some explanatory notes were added and
of which four books were prepared, the Board also issued a volume of
“ Sacred Poetry ”, consisting mainly of hymns from Protestant authors
and, subsequently, “ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity ’ adapted by the
Resident Commissioner from a work by Archbishop Whately.** These publi-
cations were issued gratuitously to schools, and in some cases pressed on
their econductors, for use during combined instruction. Later, in 1843,
following considerable opposition, a regulation was made prohibiting their
use by pupils whose parents objected, but permitting them to be read dur-
ing religious instruetion. In 1852 Archbishop Whately endeavoured to
persuade the Board to have the books used compulsorily in all eclasses in
the district model schools, of which the Board itself was patron, and his
proposal eventually led to a majority decision of the Board withdrawing
the “ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity ”, and its original, from the
list of sanctioned books. The decision resulted in the resignation of Arch-
bishop Whately and two other Commissioners, resignations followed by an
inquiry by a Select Committee of the House of Lords in 1854,

40 3bid, p. 107.
4 Introductory Lessons on Christian Evidences, which :
Board but not published by them. 101 was ‘sanctioned ‘by’ the
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30 Ra1d bunciisti méra 45 scola 4 bi ‘vilsite sa mDoro,’ 0’ 40MAI00AR NAC
R4 aon TOGIR 4R 4n Temedl sm serlpe.40 VDIGLTAIS €45pals 45us Cléir na
h€aglaise Cacoilici UMEARACT N4 scol 4 Hi Futu & TADAIRT Suds AJUS 4R
DEIMeas, Tar €15 curo Mmor Eili, 0’0rDA1E an Ridaltas von Dowro m 1861
CELD 4 TADAIRT scola 4 Oilsiti 1n 1onTaobarte 16 sna Comisinéiri. Ni raid
m aon am tar 159 ve na scola vitsite sna Coimisinéiri, rRuD 4 Lé1rios nac
RA1D TOIR AR 4N NOS; Cuir Jac aicme Creroim ma a34aro.

FAOb na leabar agus na “ Seripture Lessons *’

59. Niorb é ceannas na scol an c-aon Abar 415n1s 4 bi ro1r sn Doro agus
N4 hioardis Catorliceaca. 1n 1832, mar socré sealanad, Ztac an Doro Le
Lesbra Cumann PLas Cill "Dara Lena n-Gsiro sna SCOL4, 1 '0TEANNTA Ledbar A
0'f01Ls15 Cumann na Leabar Catoiticeac agus 4R Cuir an tlUrr. Carlile at-
€45ar ortu. Tar €15 4 cespta ma Comismér Conarteac mn 1833, 0 ullmaig
4n TURR. Carlile srest LEITEOIRT 4 RAD ROMNT MAIE ADAIR CREPrOIM 4TUS
SCRIPTIIRA 10NTU ATUS 4 DEUAIR Catoilicis Lo¢T 4R Curo, AR 4 Lage0, ve. MNi
RA1D AC CORR-TATAIRT 0 G1riNN s4n 4ADAR LITEARTA ATUS STAIRIOIL 4 DI sha
Lé1Teoiri, agus ba € 4 N-E1PeadT OrOReACT S$4io¢Ta ATUS NA1SINTACTA Na
h€iresnn 4 cur 6 eolas. MNi RAD 4R EARLMIA 140 0 GSATO SNA SCOLA AC NiORD
FEroIR Leabra eile 0’540, 04 mberois le pail, san cean an Doiro, agus bi
Leabra an Doiro Le pail ar leat Luaé 1 DTAS ama ATUS M4 01410 S TUTTAT
00 SCOl4 140 MAR STOC A1Sce.

60. Le cois na ngnatledbar, curr an Comismér Conarteac Romne LeACTAs
45 an Tiomnd, rOIR S€4n 4TUS N4, 4 CUR 4R TAIL Len 1S4a1o sa Scomteasdasc.
Ni ra1d 51 1 5CE1ST SARAR ceapad an Dorop, e LARR Mar ¢L1S ar scémm 1826,
4AC Ceanall anR14LTAS A SCUR AR £AIL AR COMNioll 5o molrad an Doro 0’ aon-3ut
140. 1 oTeannta na ‘‘° Scripture Lessons ’’ ar cuiread Rromnc nocai minite
Leo agus 4ar hullmaio® ceitre Leabar *0iod, o’toilsis an Doro lesbar oe
*“ Sacred Poetry,” 1omamn Le hiroair PROTASTANACA DEN CUTD DA Mo, A4gus,
nios wemeannai, ‘* Lessons on the Truth of Christianity ”’ & ¢61rig an
Comisméir Conartesac 6 540tar lers an Arveaspas Whately.¥? Tugav na
leabra SmM 00 N4 sCoOLA 1M A1SCe ATUS 1 ROIMNT CAS DIOTAS DA DTATAINT 4R
STMRTOIRT Lenda n-61si1'0 Le Linn an comteazaisc. In 1843 zar é1s curo mor
CuUR M4 TCOMNE, RIMNELD R14A1L & TOIRMEASC & N-USA1rD 4T 'DALTAT a4 DPuar 4
DTUISMITEO0IRT LOCT ORTU AC A CEADA1S 14D A Léam Le LM an TEATA1SC CRETDIM.
n 1852 n’péac an tdroeaspas Whately Le tabairc ar an mDoro Gsdro na
Leabar 4 Véanam €1Teanctdac 1 NTAC RANT SNA MOO-SCOLA CEANTAIR, 4 RAD an
Doro £éin 1ma éarlam oREU, ASUS DA € TORAD 4 Di 4R A 14RRACT Tur ¢1mMn TromMLAC
an Domro ““ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity *’ agus an Ltesbar bunard
0i0h A AT e L10STA NA Leabar ceanaite. D& DARR SIn 'o’énug an  tdro-
easpas Whately agus beirc Commisméiri eite oen Doro, Rwo 4R Lean 110SRG
45 Roga-Corste ve Tig na DT1arnai € sa mbliam 1854,

€«

40 Ibid., L¢é. 107.
41 Imtroductory Lessons on Christian Evidences, a ¢eaoatd an Doro 1 gcéir scol ac
nir poilsis sé.
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Training of Teachers

61. Their system of training teachers caused other difficulties for the
Board. Their plan was to provide a two years’ course, but initially they had
to aceept untrained teachers and for these they organised a three months’
course, mainly in the use of their school books, at a training and model
school attached to their first headquarters in Merrion Street. In 1837 the
Clommissioners opened, adjacent to their recently aequired headquarters
in Marlborough Street, a training college for men together with three model
schools, the course becoming one of five months. A ecollege for women was
added in 1844. The following year a system of ‘‘paid monitors’ was
introduced and a two-year course of training was initiated for a small
number of teachers. With a view to providing better education and some
training for monitors and other candidate teachers whose final training
would take place in Dublin, the Board had planned to establish 32 distriet
model schools throughout the country and the first of these was opened at
Newry in 1849. Tt may be mentioned too that, to promote the teaching of
agriculture, the Board in 1838 established a Model Farm at Glasnevin and
gave aid to agrieultural schools under local management, later setting up
some model agricultural schools and giving speeial grants to ordinary
National Schools teaching practical agriculture; they also envisaged pro-
viding secondary schools for instruetion in seience and manual oeccupa-
tions.*? | ‘

62. The Catholic bishops had urged on the Commission of 1824 the
importance of the training required for Catholic teachers. In the Board’s
training college, however, the course did not include religious training;
the only religious education given to teachers “ was confined to voluntary
and irregular attendance upon instruetion afforded gratuitously to school
children by parochial clergy. In the understanding of the Commissioners
they were not empowered to introduce any improvement, since it would
have been contrary to their first principle to provide religion for any one,
either child or teacher ”.** The Catholic Hierarchy, in 1840, asked that a
Catholie be appointed for the religious training of Catholie teachers but

this request was refused. Undenominational education was also the direet-

ing principle of the model schools under the immediate eontrol of the
Board : they were mixed schools, and residential for pupil-teachers. These
candidates received no religious instruction other than that provided by
visiting clergymen nor were they, any more than those in the training
college, trained to teach religion in the schools. The Catholie clergy strenu-

ously opposed the model schools, especially after 1850, and by 1866 com--

paratively few Catholies attended them. Catholic sechool managers, too,
consistently refused to accept free places allocated to their teachers in the
training colleges.

1854-1868

63. No recommendations were made by the Select Committee of 1854
(par. 60), but further changes were made in the rules. Managers and
teachers were no longer required to exclude pupils from religious instrue-
tion, which was now to be given at a fixed, notified hour; recognition as

42 Powis Commission Report, Vol. I, pp. 85-86.
43 ibud, p. 83.
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61, Di 4 zcoras omiina mhmTeoiri mar ConsTAIC eile romh an mDowro.
Ui patu corsa 0a bliam 4 Ceapad, a¢ 4R '0TGHS b’é15€4n VO1H TLACKD Le hotoi
N€am-o1lte 4gus CUIREADAR CURSA TRI i 4R bun 0010s€an, & MOR-CUrD 4R
45410 na Leabsr scoile, 1 SCoil o1Liana AZUS 1 MO0V-5Co1L 4 DI 43 TALAIL Lena
SCean ¢eann-4r4s 1 Sraro Muirbtean. 1In 1837 0 oscail na Commismeérni,
M s1Ce ceann-ara1s nua 1 Sraro Maoitbrive, coldiste oilitna 01 ‘maraon
Le TRI Mo0-5C01L, 4JUS RINMELD ChRSA ¢i1g i 'oen ¢arsa. Dunsio® coldisce
ban m 1844. San atbliam Tionsenad Coras ‘° maor-0ALTAl iocta 4ZUS
CUIREAD TUS Le COrSA 01L1GN4A 04 HLIAIM DO ROIMNT bess oroi. 'O’tonnm oroedcas
N10S PEARR 4TUS ROMNT OILIGNA 4 CADAIRT DO HMAOROALTAT 4zus '0’Abair eile
MAMTEOIRT, 4 CRIOENGD 4 n-otliimt 1 mDaile dta Cliat, bi pin mboro 32
MOV-SCOIL CEANTAIR 4 Bunii 4R fw'D N4 TiIRE, 4TUS hoSCLATOD 4N CEan-ceann
0100 1 ubar Cinn Traga m 1849. Ni misce 4 lua TRE1SM TJur Lunaly 4an
Doro (1838), ¢cun mamea na talmaiotta 4 ¢ur ¢un cinn, Moo-feitm 1 nSlas
Naorvean agus o 'DTUSADAR CADAIR DO SCOLA TALMATOCTA T4 Bamisti liciail;
LUNATODAR N4 01410 SN ROIMNT HOD-5CoL TAlMAiotTA 4ATJUSs Tug DEONTAIS 4R
Le1T 0o ZnaTscola NA1SIGNTA MAR mamead ctalmaioct praiciciail. Di ar
mTimn  4Acu  FRE1SM To Mmbunorai mednscold M4 OTADARLAT TEASASC San
eolaiott agus 1 Lamcearoa.i?

62. O'péac na heasparg Cacorliceaca e TibacT na hoiliina ba T4 0 0roi
Cacorticeaca a4 ¢ur ma lui ar Comisin 1824, Ni ra1d aon otliimc éreroin,
Arac, 1 gscoldiste oitiina an Doiro; ni rad e Teag4asc creroim le il 43
o101 4C 4 DFUAIREADAR * 6 TIMREAM DEONTAC, MI-R14LTA AR TEATASC 4 Tug
ClLéir an pardiste, uatu réin, 0o PA1sTi scoite. Sé a4 tuigs na ComMismMeEIri
Nac RAID Ve CUMACT ACU 40N ATRA teabals a Déanam,” “ since it would have
been contrary to their first principle to provide religion for any one, either
child or teacher.”’4® "0’1arr na heaspars Cacoiticeaca, m 1840, o sceaprai
Catoiticead cun o1liiint ¢reroim A tAHAIRT 0 0101 CAC01L‘10€ACA, AC *010lTaioo
140. Oroeactds neam-1risaicmeac ba HBun-PRrIONSALAL, FRE1SIN, VO N4 MOO-
scola A rialih an Doiro péin: ba scola meascta 140, 4R ¢6NAIS N4 SCOLARO1DT
ionTu. 1i Bruair na hdbair 0107 SN, AC 0O1READ, AON TEATASC CRErOIm 4C an
METD A FUAIREALDAR 6 CLEIR A TITEAD AR CUAIRT CUIS Na SCOl4, ATUS NiOR ho1ledd
140, AC 01R€4D Leo Si1t'D snd Cold1sTi oiliing, ¢un Creroeam a TEATASC sna
scota. Cuir an ¢Lér Catoilicead SO TREAN 1M AZArO Na MoD-SCol, SO hdirice
tar 615 1850, agus pé 1866 ni raid ac beagdn Catoiliceac 45 FREASTAL ORTU.
'O1iltals  scoil-bamisteoiri Catoiliceaca SO S€4STA fre1stn Tlacdd leis
N4 hionaro SA0RA 4 CuirR€4ad 1M A1rite 04 JTcuro oroi sna coldi1sci oilitina.

1854-1868

63. Ni vearna Roga-Coiste 1854 (alc 60) aon molan, 4¢ rMMead atruite
eile ar na r1aLAcA. Ni RA1D AR DAINISTEOIRT 1A AR 0101 £EASTA PAISTT A CUR amac
1e Limn an Teasa1sc Creroim A¢ LI an TeATASC Sin le TADLAIRT TRAT cimnce A
TOSROTAT; hé1Ri0D As a1teantas & TADAIRT MAR 0101 00 ¢omalcTai 1R D€ na

82 1pid., 15. 85-86.
43 I'pid., L&, 83.
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teachers was withdrawn from members of religious institutes of men;"
special rules were applied to convent schools (e.g., the same convent could
now obtain aid for only one school); all books sanctioned for united
instruetion (ineluding the ¢ Seripture Lessons ”) ecould now be used without
restriction; the use of denominational names and the display of religious
emblems on or in the sechools were forbidden; the use of National Schools
(ineluding those non-vested) for religious worship, and spiritual exercises
(prayer, ete.) outside the time of religious instruction, were also forbidden.
These changes in the regulations led the Catholie bishops in 1859 to present
a memorial to the Lord Lieutenant requesting, without success, ‘“ partici-
pation in educational grants for the separate education of Catholie
children »’. In 1866 they asked that exclusively Catholic and Protestant
schools be freed from the restrictions on religious instruction, that in
“ mixed schools 7 religious instruetion be given at the end of sehool hours
to the majority, when children of the minority creed had left, and that
the model schools be closed.*® These requests were also refused, but at the
same time the Government asked the Board to consider the question of
establishing model schools under local management, and of making the
training colleges non-residential institutions, with chaplains to direct the
religious instruetion and general conduct of the teachers in training. The
Board were willing to adopt these suggestions and to extend the training
course to one of 44 weeks, but opposition to the proposals came from the
Presbyterian (eneral Assembly, and finally a Royal Commission was
appointed in 1868 under the chairmanship of the Earl of Powis to ‘‘ inquire
into the nature and extent of the instruction afforded by the several insti-
tutions established in Ireland for the purpose of elementary or primary
education ’.

The Powis Commission

64. The Report of the Powis Commission suggested the main lines on
which primary education in Ireland was to develop for the next thirty
years, at least. Its conclusions were confined mainly to the National
Schools, which then formed two-thirds of all elementary schools and were
attended by almost 75% of Irish children. Other elementary schools were
the Church Education Society schools, schools of the religious institutes
and other societies, and private schools.

65. In 1867 there were on the rolls of National Schools some 900,000
pupils, of whom one-third, on an average, attended daily. Of that number,
45% were in the First Book and about 7% in the Fourth and higher Books.
The Commission concluded, from their own inspection and from evidence,
that the progress of the pupils was very much less than it ought to be. As
an aid to improvement they proposed the introduction of the ¢ results
system ”’. They declined to recommend compulsory school attendance, but
observed that in towns its applieation to children not in employment might
be considered. Better attendance would, they felt, be secured everywhere
by the payment by all children of school fees. They suggested an increase
of tt}alachers’ salaries, then insufficient to attract or retain the best qualified
teachers.

44 T 1837 the Irish Christian Brothers’ Schools which had been in recei i
had withdrawn from the Board as they regarded the regulation; aseii?trggt?ilc(}

tive, especially in the matter of religious instruction. They di
receive State aid until 1926. ¥ Blapob atiermagpe
45 Powis Commission Report, Vol. I, p. 187.
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comlucra cravard;* cespav rialaca ar leit 00 scola clocair (€.5. niord
FEIDIR Le haon Clocar cabair 0’f41L 4N01S A¢ 'DON 4on SCOIL Aamdim); ni rad aon
TORAMN teasTa le hilsiro 4on lLeabar 4 Bi ceavaite 45 an mDowro le hagaro
comteagaisc (na ‘‘ Scripture Lessons ’’ mna measc); Nniord fEroIR ammneaca
4 bam le haon aicme CReronnh 4 TAVAIRT 4R N4 SCOLA N& 40N T10RACA CRADATD
4 CUR 4R TAISPEAINT 10NTU N ORTU; MiOR Ceanalte 4¢ 01Re4D Scola NA1sitinTa
(P 140 51N NAR 'DiLsT00) D'GSAID Le hagard SeiRLIST CReroih ATUS CUIRELD
COIRMEASC TREISIN 4R CleACTA CRAVATO (Urnai, TrRL.) Lasmuid 0’ am an Tedasa1sc
Creroith. MNa hatruite r1ala¢ sin, TUSA0AR 4R N4 heaspars Cacoiticeaca a
T4RRATO 4R 4n BFesr lonaro m 1859 5o pTabarrai Deontals oroeacais 1
SCO1R SCOLATOCTA AR Le1Tlig 00 Paisti Cacoiliceacd '; 14RRATD Tan TAIRDE 4
biann.  In 1866 0’14rr4'04R S0 SCAOILET NA CEANTAIL 4 DT AR CEATASC CREPDIN 1
5colL4a *00 CAc01L1c1g noé 0o ‘[Dnocascfmmg 4mMmain, TO OTAVARTAT 4N TEATASC
CrRerom ‘Don TRomMLAC 1 “‘ scola meascta '’ 1 moeiread na TrRémnse scoile
NuaIR 4 Dea’d na Pa1sTi e1le 1IMite, agus To WounEai na mov-scola.4® Oritcaion
DO N4 h14RRATAIS SN £RE1SIN, AC SAN am cE4anna 0 14RR an R14lTAs 4r sn mDoro
FEACAINT 4RL £E101R MOD-5COLA 4 Duni £4 BaM1sTi A1T1G1L, agUS CoLAISTI neari-
Conarteaca a4 vésnsm 've na colisti o1ifing, Le séplinig 4 STHREAD TEATASC
CRETOIN ATUS & TADARPAD A1RE 0 10MPAR N4 N-0r0i 4 Bi ar oilmimec. Ui an
Doro toilteanac sLacad Leis na molTa SM 4TUS 4n CORSA 01LIGNA 0 Fa00 TRE
Cirsa 44 seactame a4 Véanam e A¢ cuir Comtionol na bPResbITEARAC 1N
AT4T0 N4 MOLTA 4TUS, 4R DE1ReaD, ceapad Comisiin Rioga £d ceannds 14rLA
Powis © cun f10srG 4 Véanam £4 ¢medl 4TUS MErD AN TEATAISC A Tus4s na
FORA1S €4agslila aTA 4r bun 1n €irinn 4 COIR bun-oroedacais.*

Coimisiiin Powis

64. Si Tuarascail Commistim Powis 4 Leds sios na priomrianca 4 Hi 1
Nn04n '0on Hun-oroeacds 1 C1rINN o ceann TRioCA bL1aIN, 4R 4 Lag«o. Dundice
4 Curo breataq, £a na Scola Ndi1s1anTa 4 Bi. D4 140 s11 540 4M VA OTRIAN DE NA
bunscola Aa5uSs ba ORTU 4 0'frEASTAL beagnac 75% ve Paisti na h€ireann;
scola e Cumann Oroedacals na h€aglaise, scold lLe1ts na comlucta CrALATO
4Agus Le cumaimn eile, né scold priobiroeaca 4ab ed na bunscola eile.

65. 1 1867 vi cuairim 900,000 palta ar rollai na Scol Nd1siinta agus Hiow
A PDTR14N D€ fhedn 1 LATAIR TAC aon LA, *Oen Lion sin bi 459 sa gCéan-leavar
agus tuairim 79 sa sCeatra Leabar n6 0s 4 ¢lonn.  Meas an Commisiin, 4s 4
DT ACADAR ATUS A4S A Df1anaise, SURD £4°04 N4 04LTAT 0 Oul cun ¢1nn mar ba CO1R.
'D'ponn peadas €15 a4 CUR 4R an Scé4l, 1holanar ‘‘ cORAS na DTOREAT 4
bunt. MNi RAVDAR TOILTEANAC TREASTAL é15eanTtac scoile 4 molav, AC DURAVAR
NAR Mi1sTe Ce1ST 4 CuUrRTA 1 rerom 1 SCAs PAISTI CATRAC A DI Tan £0STATOCT A
SCRG0G. SiledDAR TURD feARRDE FREASTAL 1 NTAC A1T 04 mbead TAille scoile
AR TAC pdiste. TNolaodar 4RDG AR TUARASTAIL 0rDi, 4 Bi Coth hisedal an uair

0 ndrR meallandar nd ndr COMNICDAR Le MUINTEOI1REACT N4 hord1 AL fedarRr
cditiocta.

4 1n 1837, tug Scola na mLRATAR Criostila, a4 mbiod cabair 04 pail acu, cil leis an
mDORD TOI1SC TUR MEASADAR TUR Cuik N4 R1alaca ceangal ro-00OCT ORTY, 5O hf’nmre 1 SCAs
TEATAISC ¢reromh. Ni bpuaireavar cabair 6n stdc na 01410 s 5o oTi 1926.

45 Tuarascail Comisiam Powis, 1mL. 1, Le. 187,
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66. For the training of teachers, the Commission suggested that the
central training college be maintained but that students should reside 1111(%er
denominational superintendence ; that grants should be given to other train-
ing colleges under private management ; that the course should extend over
twelve months and, when all teachers had received some training, should
be further extended to two years. The proposal to extend the training
course and to recognise other training colleges aimed at improving the
standard of training, which the Commission had found to be unsatis-
factory.** It was hoped thereby also to increase the number of trained
teachers, then only one-third of the total employed.

67. The Commission were extremely eritical of the distriet model schools,
especially on the grounds that expenditure on them was very high and that
they were unsuitable as models, since in management, staff and equipment
they were totally unlike the ordinary school. The Commission concluded
that they “had failed to acecomplish the objects of their institution and
that the cost of their further maintenance was not justified by the results
produced .*" They recommended that the existing provineial model schools
should be gradually discontinued.

68. With regard to the agricultural model schools and agricultural
schools under local management, the earlier ideal of the Board to improve
the state of Irish agriculture received popular encouragement after the
Famine, and soon 20 agricultural model schools, with large farms attached
to most of them, were opened. These schools were established at great cost,
run at a disproportionate loss, and considered by the Commission to be
unsuitable for the improvement of Irish farming. They recommended that
their number be reduced. Even the first-class agricultural schools under
local management ”’, although more economically run, were not satisfactory,
and it was suggested that these should not be extended. For agricultural
instruetion it was proposed instead that National Schools with small farms
attached, of which there were then 112, should be encouraged by the pay-
ment of management grants and results fees.

69. The Commission were emphatic that the managerial system was
‘“ absolutely necessary for the well-being of the school ”. They held that
the power of appointing and dismissing teachers should be in the hands
of the managers, subject however to written contracts of employment and
to reference to the Board in the case of summary dismissal. On the
managers they would place the duty of repairing and maintaining schools
but, in default of voluntary local aid, a local education rate might be levied.

70. Regarding religious instruction, the evidence received by the Com-
mission showed that united or “ mixed ’’ education, as aimed at by the
system, had failed and that Irish schools were, in the main, denominational,
The Commissioners proposed that, in a district where there were two or
more schools under different denominations, the Board should aid such
separate schools, subject only to the rules that no child should be present
at religious instruction given by a person of another denomination nor be
present at religious instruction to which his parents might object. These
two rules were also to apply in distriets in which there was only one school,
but in these, in addition, religion was to be taught at a fixed hour. the
teacher to exclude children of the minority denomination daring such

46 Powis Commission Report, 1870, Vol. II, p. 411.
47 ibid, p. 458.
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66. 1 0taon oroi v orlriing, ol an Commisian TO Tcomneotrai ar bun an Lir-
Coldiste oiliting, ac SO mbead comai ar na mic LEMN £a a1reacdas aoine 04
n-4icme creromh réim; To DTADAREAT DeonTals 00 Coldi1sTi oiliina eile ra
bamiSTi PRIOLAPDIS; TUR CORSA LLIANA 4 Dedd S4 SCuRrs4, 4C S0 noéantai
Cirs4 04 DL1AIN Ve NuaIR Head RoOINNT o1liina raidte 45 N4 horoi uite. Da é
CUSPOIR an CORSA o1Liting 0 'fa0h 45us coldisti o1liting eile 0’ a1€T 4n CA1S-
Dedn o1liing, 4 Bi mi-SAsiil VAR le1s an gComistin, 0 aron. Viotas 4x
SUIL FRE15M 50 MEADOTAT 4R 4N TCA01 51N Lion na N-010i oilte; ni ratb oilce
4N UAIR 51N AC TR14N D4 RAD 0 01Di 4R TOSTE.

67. Locrarg an Comisiin na mov-scola ceantair, o hdirite 've BRI To RAD
4n Cca1TeacCdas ORTU RO-4ARD ATUS NAC RADDAR reiliinaé mar e1stompldiri 6
Bi0'D4AR, 14 mbAINIST, M4 Hrorinn 4ATUS M4 Hre1sTtit, €4a5oshi1l ar 40 Le1s an
ngnidtscoil. Va4 i cuairim an Comisiam Tur CL1S ORTU CUSPOIR 4 mbunuite A
COMLionad axus * NARD 110 COSTAS 4 SCOTUITEe Ni0S LFArOe an TORAD 4 bi ortu.’4?
Molanar De1redad A CuRr, 00 REIR 4 Cé1le, Le1s Na moD-scola A Hi sna ci1gi.

68. Maroir teis na mov-scola talmaiotta agus scola Taliaiotta erle pd
bainisti d1ciail, b’A'mLm'O, TAR €1S 4an Som:A, 4 Bi Lui an pobail Le cuspéiIr 4an
Doiro redbas 4 cur ar an talmaioct n Girimn, agus ba Tearr 50 RA1D 20 mood-
5C01L TAUMATOCTA 4R bun 4gus peillmeaca mora lena moundice. Cuais cosctas
mor Le bunti na scol sin, Hi caLLIGINT Mi-CuiosSaC 4R A R14AR 4g5us ba 1 cudirim
an Commisifim na¢ rRAVDAR re1iliinac Le reabas 4 Cur 4Ar feilméaract na h€éir-
esnn. 1Nolavar 4 Lion 4 Lagoi. T na ‘ scola Talmaiotta oen ¢éan-
Er&D & Bamisti Aiciail,” ni rab0AR SAshIL, IO TURD TE4ARR 4 R14R, ATUS
molad na¢ TCuirei Leo. 1n A1T s, 4R maite le TeATASC na talmaiodta,
molad C4abra e Scola NA1S1NTA 4 mbesd reilmedcd bedaga 45 TabAiL Lteo (i
112 »iob ann an uair sm) TrRE Veontals bamisti agus ° TA1lli tortai ~ 0’ioc
teo.

69. Ui an Commisitin o LArOIR DEN TUAIRIM TO RAID AN CORAS AIMISTEOIR]
absolutely necessary for the well-being of the school.”” Meassoar gur ag
N4 bamisteoiri ba COIR CUMACT Cedapta ATUS LRISTE 0101 A LE1T, AC CONARTA
SCRIOFA £OSTAIOCTA 4 Ve1t ann asus an Dowrd 4 ¢eaoti 1 5CAS oroe 4 HRISEAD
T4an OSRA. 15 AR NA DAMISTEOIRT 4 CUIREIDIS DUALTAS 'DE1SITE ATUS comMmedla
na scol A¢, '0'64aTmals CALRAC DeonTAl 6N TCEANTAR, NiOR miste rATai A1Ti161l
oroeacals A SEARRAD.

‘¢

70. 1 gCds an TeagA1SC Creroim, LEIRIS an f1anaise 4 puair an Commisitn
TUR CLIS 4R AN TCOMSCOLATOCT, N6 an scolaioct ‘ meascta,”’ & Bi mar CuspoIr
AT 4N TCORAS ATUS TUR SCOLA 1R1S-a1cmedscd an ¢uro ba mo 've scola na h€ireann.
Mol na Coimisméiri, 1 SCEANTAR N4 RA1D 04 sCo1L N6 Nios MmO & a1cmi éagsila
CRETO1M, SO DTADAREAD an Doro cabair 00 TAC 40N S5CO1L acu, 4¢ 5o Scomlionpai
An rR1A1L NAC mbednd aon Pdiste 1 LATAIR Le Linh TEATASC Creroim A vel1t 04
t4ADAIRT AT DUIME 0’4a1cme eile CReroih 4Tus na¢ mbead sé 1 LATar Le Linn
Teasa1sC Creroih A braigean 4 tuismiteoiri LOCT AlR. Di an 04 r1a1L s Le
cur 1 DEerom fFre1sin 1 TCeanTAIR nac mbead 10nTu AC 40N sCoil amdin a¢, m
émeact Le1s sin, Bi 4N TEATASC CRErDIM le TADAIRT 4R udIR A1R1TE 10NTU s
Agus Bi an T-orve Le1s na PAISTI 'ven mion-aicme CRErOMN 4 CurR amac 45 an

46 Tyarascail Comisiam Powis—I1870, 1¢é. 411.
47 Ibid., Lc. 458.
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instruction. and no religious emblems to be exhibited during school hours.
The Commission also recommended the withdrawal of the restrietion pla.ce.d
on Convent schools (in 1855) and of the prohibition of schools under religi-
ous eongregations of men.**

After 40 Years :

71. After almost 40 years, therefore, the system had failed in its aims of
establishing “ mixed education ” and of gaining control and management
of the schools. The schools aided by the Board were for the most part
denominational sehools under loeal control, while outside its fold remained
a number of large Catholic sechools and a larger number of smaller Pro-
testant schools. Much dissatisfaction was caused by its departure from
original principles, a dissatisfaction accentuated by the religious and
political differences of the period. The proficiency of its sehools and the
qualifications of their teachers were generally questioned. Nevertheless, it
must be granted that it succeeded, despite the inadequacy of Parliamentary
grants, the irregularity of school attendance and the poverty of the people,
in encouraging the provision of better equipped schools under organised
and efficient management, although these improvements had in any case
begun even before its day. The inspection of schools, the production of
school books, however defective, the payment however meagre of teachers,
and the replacement of individual tuition by eclass instruction undoubtedly
improved to some degree the general standard of education. It was, at least,
a uniform system of primary education.

72. One of the claims made for the system by the Powis Commission
was that it had extended throughout the country a knowledge of the
English language. This claim, although possibly exaggerated since there
were other and more influential forces active in such extension, was cer-
tainly justified, for the Board had completely disregarded the day-to-day
language of a large percentage of the people.  This disreégard is best
illustrated by the fact that the minutes of the Board in this period contain
only two references to the teaching of Irish in the schools: one, in 1834,
in connection with an application from an individual “ to be employed
as a teacher of Irish ”’; on which the Board resolved “ that such an arrange-
ment does not come within the plan of Education as contemplated by the
Commissioners ”’; the other, in 1844, in relation to a request from a parish
priest in what is still an Irish-speaking distriet, for ‘‘ permission to have
the Irish language taught in the National School of which he is manager ”’,
in eonnection with which the Board ‘‘ ordered that the Commissioners
decline to comply with this request, as it forms no part of the objects they

have been appointed to accomplish ”.** In literature, language, history and
musie, the system aimed at denationalisation.

The “¢ Results System **

73. Among the first proposals of the Powis Commission to be introduced
was the results system. References to this mode of remunerating teachers
are to be found in reports on some of the earlier education societies, while

48 This to follow the repeal of sections 33 and 3
George IV, c¢. 7) which prescribed that entry into
demeanour, punishable by transportation. =

49 ¢¢ An Bord Naisiinta agus an Ghaeilge, 1831-°70,” T. 0O

(Irish Ecclesiastical Record, December, 1949; Vol. L}’(XII, p-Iigllf;.aartaigh, T
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RANS le Linn an Te4ga1SC, 4TuS NioR Ceandite FiORACA CRADATD & TAISPEANT
le Linn am scoite. 1Mol an Commisian TREe1SN De1redd 4 Cur le1s na rialaca
SPE1514lTa 4 cespad 0o scola clocair (in 1855) agus leis an TOIRmMeAsc 4R
5COla rd comlucTa CRADATD pear.is

TAR é1s 40 bliain

71. Tar 615 beasgnac 40 bliam mar sin BHi cliste ar an TCORAS A CUSPOIRi
4 bamt amac, *° oroeacas measscta ’’ a bunt agus uRLAM AZuS bam1sTi na
scoile '0’pail. Da scola 1R1S-a1cmeaca 4 urldnh d1T11l an Curo ba Mo oe na
5C0l4 4 ruair cabair 6n mDowro; BHi Lion mor ve scold mora Cacoiliceaca ATUS
lion ba mo £0s e scolLa beasa Protastinaca 4 Hi neamspledc oe. i mi-
S4sah MOR Le1S an TC4a01 4 'OTUTS 56 Cil 4R prionsabail Hunaro, mi-sdsam 4r
Cu1r 41ZN1S CreroIm 435us polaiciotta na huaire Leis. Caitedd AMmMReds CO1T-
14nTA 4R €é1redact A curo scol 4agus 4r Cailio¢t 4 n-oroi. 1Mar sin péin, 1s
CE4RT 4 RA TUR €1R1S Le1s, 1 ainneoin caol-veonctals srlamminte, neamrial-
TACTA 4N £REASTAIL SCo1Le ATus boicte an pobail, cAabrO Le scold 4 Cur AR tail
4ARD FEARR 4 DPe1STeAs AaTus 4 RA1D bAIM1STI eagraIte, E17e4aCTAC ORTU, Cé SO
R41D 4an peabas sin tosnaite 1 aon ¢4s, roime. San aon amnhreds, Cuir 4n
CISIREACT SCol, an SOLATAR lLedabar scoile, 04 DONAET 140, ATUS 4n i0CAioCT
o101, 04 £4N4i i, 4TUS £0S 4N RANT-TEATASC A CUIREAD 1M A1T 4N TEASA1SC AONAIR
Fedabas €1gim 4ar Caigoedn coiTteann an oroedcals. AR 4 Lagan, ba CORAS aon-
neitveac bunscolaiocta €.

72. Maig Comisiin Powis 'Don CORAS TUR Ledt sé eoldas ar Déarla ar tu
na Ttire. TarLGO A1HE1L ansin, 61R i LORSAT e1le bd cumacTai Nd na Scold 45
01bR1G Lena Ledatad, 4¢ bi pirINNe 54 RAITEAS TaN AMMREAS MmAR NAR tug an Doro
40N AR 04 LATAD AR Teanga Laethil ROIMMNT an-moR oen pobal. 1s € an Lérit
15 FEARR 4R 4N Neam-a1R0 SN nac Bruil 1 miontuairisci an Doiro 0on TrémMMSE
5€0 AC 04 TATAIRT DO MaINedd na Taeilge sna scola: ceann 1 1834 1 geds ar
14RR FEAR TO TCEAPTal 6 mar maimceoir Jdeilge agus 4r rialag an Doro
‘“ that such an arrangement does not come within the plan of Education
as contemplated by the Commissioners ’’; an ceann eile 1 1844 1 gcds ar
14RR SATART PARAISTE, 1 TCEANTAR ATA M4 SAGL‘CACC SO0 toO1ll, ceao Jaeilge 4
¢ur '0d mamean sa scoil 4 ra1D sé M4 DAINISTEOIR UIRTT ATUS ARD € orDU an
Dowo ‘‘ that the Commissioners decline to comply with this request, as
it forms no part of the objects they have been appointed to accomplish.’’49
'Vi-nd1sitini an pobail ba Cuspoéir oon CORAS 1 TCURSAT LITRIOCTA, TEANgA,
STAIRE ATUS ceoill.

“ cénas na oTonrtai ”’

73. Di cORAS N4 DTORTAI ar N4 céap-¢inn ve molrai Comisiim Powis A
cuired’d 1 brerom. TATRAITEAR 00N MO0 S€0 10C4ATOCTA MGINTEO1RI 1 OTUAIRISCH
AR N4 CEXD-CumMAINN oroeacars; 1 Sasana, mol Anorew Dell € 0o scola an

8 Leanpa® sin atsamm ailc 33 agus 34 ven Aét fuascailre (10 Seoirse IV, c. 7) a
0’aétals gur o1lgniot oul 1sTead M 01RO Ven TSORT SiN AZUS 50 Dpéavpai oume A CuR AR

lommgeas mar Seall owrtu. : . ]
97 an Doro NAisiinta agus an Jaeilge, 1831-'70 ’—T. 6 Raipearcars, M.A. (Irish

Eccleswastical Record, nollaig 1949; 1ml. LXXII, L¢. 481))
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in England about 1820 Andrew Bell had ‘suggested it for schools of the
National Society. The system was introduced officially in England in 1861
and from there, via the Commission, reached Ireland in 1872. It was to
last until 1900 and its effects were to last even longer. Before its adoption
schools were expected to teach the “ 3-Rs ”, some grammar and geography,
together with needlework in girls’ sechools and in mixed schools®® in which
workmistresses or industrial assistants were employed. Mathematies, navi-
gation, book-keeping, vocal musie, drawing, and science were regarded as
extra subjects for which gratuities were payable to the teachers, but out-
side the Convent and model schools they were rarely taught. Agriculture
was taught in some schools to which farms were attached and a few other
schools taught school gardening.

74. Under the results system, fees®* were paid to teachers on the results
of the individual examination by inspectors of pupils who had attended
school for at least 100 days during the preceding 12 months (or ‘‘ results
period *’). For this test there was a definite ‘‘ Programme of Instruetion
and Examination >’ prescribed for each class. In 1898, shortly before its
abandonment, the programme included obligatory subjects, two optional
subjects (book-keeping and vocal musie) which could be taught within
school-hours, and a wide range of extra subjects usually taught outside
these hours. Kindergarten in that year (1898) had become obligatory in
“ organised *’ Infant departments, and a special fee was payable for the
efficient practice of this method. For infants in other schools some kinder-
garten exercises were prescribed, but greater importance was given to read-
ing from the First Book. Previously infants had been taught reading and
spelling only.

75. Along with the ¢“ 3-Rs’’ and geography, the obligatory programme
ineluded needlework for girls and agriculture for boys in rural schools
taught by a master. Instruction in agriculture, entirely theoretical in the
ordinary school, was introduced in Class IV and was based on a standard
text-book, Introduction to Practical Farming,’® particular chapters of
which were set as the syllabus for each class. The percentage of passes in
agriculture was usually lower than in any other subject with the exception
of Hygiene and Botany. By 1898 also the number of schools with farms
had become negligible, the farms having been reduced to “ school gardens ”’
in respect of which special fees were payable. Girls in Class VI could
follow an alternative programme of literary and industial subjects, but
this was rarely taken up. Usually not more than two extra subjects could
be selected for examination. Drawing, mainly free-hand copying, was
the most popular of these, being taught in about 2,000 schools (or one-
fourth of the total), while alegbra was taught in some 1,400 schools,
geometry and mensuration in 900, cookery in 113, and “ sewing machine
and advanced dressmaking '’ in over 450 schools. Few of the other eight-

50 ij.e. containing boys and girls.

51 Tn addition to salaries which, since 1841, were fixed on a * classification ”’
basis, four * classes’” of teachers being recognised and promotion to a higher
‘“class’’ being secured by examination, only trained teachers beine admitted to
the highest grade. Originally, salaries (other than gratuities) were to be a charge
on local aid but this was not insisted upon. Instead, teachers were paid a capitation
grant (£1 for each 10 pupils) and permitted to receive school fees where these were
paid by pupils.

52 Several attempts had been made to produce a simple and i iti
of this text-book, the last in 1897. 7 et e i
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National Society cuairim na blisna 1820. Tugad 15TEAC 4N CORAS 0 ho1FIS-
1G1L 1 Sasana sa mbliam 1861, axus as s tdimg sé 5o h€irinn Le Comisian
Powis, i 1872. Mair s6 50 oti 1900 agus marr 4 $L10¢T ni b’paroe.  Sarar
CuiRead 1 brerdom € Hiod 4R scola Léarh, SCRiOD 4TUS UMMRIOET 4 Mimesd,
ROIMNT SramaD4i 45us Tireolals, maille Le hobaiR SNATaroe 1 scola carlini
N6 scola meascta® ma ra® mA1STReAsAi SAOCAIR N0 CONTGIRI TIONSCATL.
Ui an macemaitic, Lomgseoireact, CUNTASAiocT, ceol Juta, Liniott agus eol-
410€T mar ADAIR DREISE 4 N-iocTAl A1SCT Le mENTEOoIRT 1Ma Lete, a¢ b’ annam
4 MAINTI 140 Lasmuig 0e scola clocair 45us e Mmov-scola. Miamci ctalmaioct

1 ROMMNT SCOL 4 RA1D peilmedsca Leo 4agus Hiod TARRADOIREACT 04 muinead 1
TCORR-SCO1IL e1le.

74. T4 ¢ORAS N4 'DTORTAT, hiocTai TAILLI®! Le mANTEO1RT 4R COREAT SCREDUITE
4 N0 CISIRE 4R TAC 40N '0AlTA 4 Vi 4R 4 Lagao 100 14 4ar scoil sa 12 mi (n6
“* Tréimse Tortai ') romne sm. Di ° CLar Teagaisc agus Scrivouite
'DON TR141L S€0 Ceapta 00 TAC 4aon raNg. ‘04 LLIAIN SARAR SCORAD *DON CORAS
(1898), vi s4 eLaR ST &bAIR E15EANTACA, O ADAR Nean-G15eancad (Cuncasaioct
4ATuSs ceol sutd) A réaorai 4 Teagasc 1 RIT 4m scoile, agus lLear mORr 4ALAR
breise 4 mainti o h1omohiil 1 01410 N6 Roth am scoile. Vi clonodarsairoin
éigeancac 6n mbliam sin (1898) 1 nai-ranna esagrarte agus Bi Tdille 4R Le1t 45
DUl AR 4 CleacTad To héipeactac. MNi ra1d ag naiondin 1 scola eile 4¢ ROMNT
CleacCTa C1ONMDARTAIRDIN ATUS A MO TADACTA 4 TUTTAT 00 Léam 4s an SCéan-
leabar. TRoimme s ni mainci 0o najondm ac¢ Léam 45us LITr1 amdin.

75. Ar an SCLAR é15eanTAC, Bi Léam, SCRIOD ATUS UIMRIOCT, OLAIR Sndtaroe
00 Ca1lini ATUS TAUMATOCT 00 Buacailli 1 scola Tudaite 14 mdistri. TCosaici
AR TalmaiocT 4 mamead 1 N"SRrRA0 IV: sa ngndacscoil, ni HBicd ann AC obaIr
teolrice 4 Bi bunaite ar téacs-leabar cargoednac, “ Introduction to Practical
Farming,”’5? agus & 0€4anTai 00 REIR 01READ S€0 CAbI0Edl 'Den TEACS 1 ngac
rang. D’isle 'oe Enat an Lion pas 4 banTi amac¢ sa TAUMAIOCT Nd 1M 4aon
AbAR e1le A¢ amdin sldmceacas agus biteolaioct. MNIorL 10 TRACT 4R Lion na
scol 4 rath perlmeaca teo m 1898; ni raid Leo pao1 sm a¢ ** garvoini scoite ”’
A mbiod TAILLI 4R Le1t miocta astu. Vi ceao ag cailini 1 nSrédo VI matairc
CLAIR A Bel1t acu 1 ADAIR L1ITEeARTA ATUS TIonscall, Aa¢ 1S annam 4 Ledanctai é.
Nior ceanaite, ve NAT, TAR V4 ADAR DRrRE1Se A PREATAIRT SA SCRUOU TORTAI.
linio¢tT, 4 FORMOR 1 R10CT COIP SA0RLAMIE, an ceann DA COITIANTA MAR DI Si
o4& mumead 1 2,000 scoil (ceatra curo ven 1omldn) m 1898; i ailgéabar 1
1,400 scoil, cémmseata agus cuisioct 1 900, cocaireacct 1 113, agus pudit
meaisin agus aro-mammcineact 1 450 scoil. Da beas Le RA 4 mUINTI 0en oc¢T
TCInn 0é43 eile 0 AbAIR Ceiroe 4Tus eolaiocta. Tugad arteantds 0o Jaeilge

50 § ¢. mna ra1b buacailli agus cailini.

51 Le co1s tuarastail, a b1 6 1841 anuas socraite ar bun grio-aicme; sé sin bi ceitre
£rAD mhmmceoiri ann agus Tustai ar0l 6 SRA0 5O céile O RER scrivUILe, AC ni LigTi AC
o101 oilre 1stead sa ngrdo ab aroe. 1 oTUs ama, 1S AR Ciste Aiciiil & bi Tuarascail,
seacas a1sci, ceapta ctitim a¢ nior cloiod leis sm. na ’I,OA:OA s, hipccai oeoncas
capaiciocta le horoi (£1 an 10 nalcai) agus ceanaiti 0610 Tdilli scoile A Slaca® san AiT
AR foc na oalcai 180,

? péaca® 5o mmic Le heagran simpli, sdsiil oen téacs seo a Cur amac, an ceann VeIR1IO

m 1897.
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teen practical and scientific subjects were taught to any extent. Irish
(which, in 1879,°® had been given its first recognition in the schools and
included in the list of extras) and French were each taught in 83 schools,
a larger number of candidates being presented for examination in the
former. Latin was taught in 27 schools and Greek in 3.

76. The extra subjects, indeed, fared better than might have been
expected. Many of them were unsuitable for the primary school. The
National Schools too were handicapped by their small staffs and the lack
of qualified teachers. A large number of schools had only one teacher,
while the number of untrained teachers (in 1883) was over 66% of the total.
Moreover, only 75% of the pupils ecompleted the minimum attendance
(100 days) to qualify for fees. Teaching methods, also because of the
results system, were, in general, largely mechanical, stimulating only
the memory to the detriment of intellectual development.

New Training Colleges

77. Steps to provide more trained teachers were not taken until 1883,
when the Board acquiesced in a Government direction to recognise
denominational training eolleges. St. Patrick’s Training College for men
and Our Lady of Merey Training College for women, both for Catholies,
were opened in that year, and the Church of Ireland Training College
for men and women in the following year. In these the course for the
ordinary entrant was one of two years’ duration. Other training colleges
later established were De la Salle, Waterford (1891), St. Mary’s College,
Belfast (1900) and Mary Immaculate College, Limerick (1901). With the
opening of the denominational training ecolleges came the removal of
restrictions on schools and teachers belonging to religious institutes.
(par. 63).

Compulsory School Attendance

78. The first effort at ecompulsory school attendance was made by the
Irish Education Act in 1892. Under this Act attendance on at least 75
days in each half year was compulsory for children 6-14 years of age
who had not a reasonable excuse for exemption. The provision applied
only to munieipal boroughs and townships, but rural authorities could
apply it where they so chose. The enforcement of attendance was left to
school attendance committees, nominated partly by the local authority
and partly by the Commissioners. Owing to lack of finance (which was
provided out of the poor law rate), the Act was enforeced in 1900 in only
two-thirds of the towns and in a small number of rural distriets. The
percentace attendance in the former areas was 68, while for the whole
country it was 62. Compulsory attendance involved free education and
so school fees were abolished in the majority of schools.®*

** In a note in earlier ‘ Results Programmes ” it was stated: ‘TIf there are
Irish-speaking pupils in a school, the teacher, if acquainted with the Irish language
should, whenever practicable, employ the vernacular as an aid to the elucidation
and acquisition of the English language.”” A petition to have Irish placed on the
list of extra subjects was rejected by the Board in 1875 but was granted 3 years
later at the request of the Society for the Preservation of the Irish Langu;,gye

5% i.e. Schools in which the average fee per pupil was six shillings or less in 1892
4

other schools being still permitted to cl i -
fee and that sum.g d rarge the difference hetween their average
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D€ C€4D61R 54 mbliam 18795 mar Abar breise; agus Bi sipém agus an frameis
04 Broglamm 1 83 scoil, 4¢ TuR 16 DalTai 4 0 'foglamm Taeilge né o'foglaim
Framcis pa 1898. Di Larom 1 27 scorl agus Tréigis 1 3 cinn.

76. To weinn, b'pearr 4 0’GIRIE le1s na habair Hrelse nd mar Heipi ag
st1L Le1s. MNior feil curo mor acu 4an bunscorl. Vi easpa foirne agus miin-
Teoiri cdilite ma gconsTaici roih na scota. MNi R4 4¢ an T-a0n MiAMTEOIR
4mdim 1 geuro mait acu, 4agus Hi os clonn 66% e na miimceoiri uilte gan
otlitinT (i 1883). 1Ina ceann sin, ni cuireav ac 75% e valtai 1sTeac an
tmresh mmimum (100 L&) cun Tanli oo tuilleam. 1In a1ce sin, Tug 4n COR4S
TORTAT 4R MMGINTEOIRT MOVA meicniila TEATAISC 4 LesnactT, ar an moréuro,
mMo'V4 4 SPRELT 4N Cuihne 4¢ 4 rinne DiobAIL 0 FORAS INTLEACTA.

ColAisti nuarde o1liiina

77. Ni veattas 1 mbun tuillead miainceoiri 0 o1lime o oci 1883 nuair 4
Zé1LL an Dowro 0’ or0t R14aLTA1S 1 0TA0D COLAISTI 01L1GNA 1R1S-A1CMEACA 0 A1TINT.
Sa mbliam sin 4 hosclaiod Coldiste PAORAIS NA0L4 1 SCOIR pedr agus Cold1sce
Damriona na Trocaire 1 TCOIR ban, 140 araon 00 Cacoilicty; hosclaion
Coldiste €aglaise na h€ireann sn bliam var Scionn. Carsa oiliina DA
blL1ain 4 TUTADAR S€0 00N TnAT-mac Léinn. Sna bl1anta 114 01410 S1n, bunaiod
Coldiste ve La Salte, Porc Liirge (1891), Coldisee Muire, Déal Teirsce
(1900), agus Coldiste Muire zan Smét, lummmeac (1901). Scaoiteav na
ceangail eile 4 Bi AR SCola ATUS AR MUIMNTEOIRT NA N-MNSTITIA1OT CRALATD én
4m AR bunaiod cola1sti oiliina 1ris-aicmesca (alc 63).

freastal é1geancac scoile

78. Da é Ac¢t Oroeacars na h€ireann, 1892, an C640-14RRACT 4R fReAsTAL
é15eanctac scoile sa Tir seo. Vi Tinream 75 LA 4R 4 Lage0 1 n5A¢ aon leit-
Bl1am é1geancac £an ACT ar pdaisci 6-14 bliana 0’4015 na¢ Ra1D Le1tscéal mart
ACU AR SA0RDUL 'O PA1L Ona ford1L. AC Nior HaM an FORAIL SN AC le CaTAIR-
HUIRST ATus le bailte mor4, €€ TUR £EAD 04aRrRA1IS Tualte 4 Cur 1 Brerdom 0d
DTOSRATOIS. TFATA0 treromitt an fredastail rd CoisTi rreastall scoile, 4R
Aammnig an T-0'0ARAS A1TII1L Curo 04 Scomalcai agus na Comisméiri an ¢uro
eile. ’'O’'uireasa a1rsro (4 SOLATRAITI 4s RATAT OLi N4 MLOET), ni RA1H an TACT
04 cur 1 brerom 1 1900 a¢ 1 104 'oTR14N Ve N4 bailte MORA 4ASUS 1 MDEATAN De na
cuat-ceanctair.  Di tinream scoile 68% sna bailte mor4a, A¢ ni R4 A¢ TIN-
reamh 629) sa Tir pré céite. Dioroeacas m aisce 1 5Ce1ST Le PrREASTAL érgean-
TAC 4TUS, DA REIR, CuiRead TAILLI Scoile 4R cedl 1 LEORMOR na scol.’

53 1 néTa sna céao-clair tortai ourao: ‘ if there are Irish-speaking children in a school,
the teacher, if acquainted with the Irish language should, whenever jrecticable, employ
the vernacular as 2n aic to the elucidation and scquisition of the English language.”
Orilcais an Doro D’1arRaTAS 4R Jaeilge a ¢ur ar Liosta na n-4bar breise 1 1875, ac
Eéi1lleanar 06 Tri bliana ma 01410 s1n ar acami Cumann Duancosanta na Taeilse.

54 4.1 scola ar $é scillinge n6 nios LG an thedn-tdille an valta 1 1892; ceavaiod 30
61l 0o scola eile tdille ve méro na oipriota 101R 4 medn-tdille agus an TSUIM sIn 4

SEeARRA0.
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The Belmore Commission

79. The intention to inaugurate a system of technical instruction was
probably the chief reason for the appointment in 1897 of the Belmore
Commission “ to inquire and report with a view to determining how far
and in what form manual and practical instruction should be included
in the educational system of primary schools under the Board of National
Edueation in Ireland.” Its report, issued in 1898, hastened the end
of the results system. The recommendations included the introduction
of kindergarten in all Infant classes, and its continuation, in the form
of hand and eye training, in junior classes, the teaching of woodwork in
'boys’ schools, of drawing, singing, physical training and elementary
seience in all schools, of needlework to girls and of domestic ‘science
subjects wherever practicable. It proposed that agriculture, since it did
not properly belong to elementary education and, as then taught, had
little value, should be replaced by a course of elementary secience for
rural schools and an extension of the scheme for school gardens.

80. In favour of its recommendations, the Commission argued that the
existing system was too bookish, as it did not encourage intelligent
observation by the children, did not impart training in habits of correct
reasoning, and did not teach any skill in the use of hand and eye, It
was suggested by the Commission that the proposed reforms were founded
on educational principles, that they had been introduced and tested else-
where without loss to literary education and, in any event, that they were
necessary as an introduction to technical education. It was not directly
proposed to abolish the results system, but inspeetion only was favoured
as a method of testing the work in manual and practical subjects.

The Revised Programme

81. The Belmore report preceded by a short time the appointment of
a particularly energetic Resident Commissioner in the person of Dr.
Starkie, who in April, 1900, announced a revised programme. The results
system was replaced by a system of inspection and class organisation.®
“ A knowledge of Reading, Writing, Arithmetic on rational prineiples is
the foundation of the Programme, while Manual Instruction, Drawing,
School Discipline and Physical Drill come next in importance,’” stated the
Board’s report for 1900.°® English and arithmetiec remained obligatory in
all schools, while the subjects suggested by the Belmore Commission were
made obligatory in schools with teachers certified to teach them. Geography
and history were not specified as separate ‘ day school ”” subjects and were
to be taught mainly through the use of literary, geographical and historical
readers. Irish, French, Latin, Mathematiecs and Instrumental Musiec were
recognised as optional subjects which ecould be taught within sehool hours
or as extra subjects, outside these hours, in which case special fees were
payable for them. The programme was “ promulgated provisionally and
tentatively ’’ and allowed for experimentation and the initiative of man-

55 A new method of remunerating teachers, i.e., according to scales of consoli-
dated salary, was also introduced.
56 67th Report, p. 37.
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Coimisiin Detmone

79. 1s D615 TUR D€ DARR € Del1t besrTaIte CORAS CEARD-010e4CA1S 4 TAVAIRT
15T@4C 4 bunaiod Commistin Detmore sa mbliam 1897 ¢un © a4 f10sra 4xus 4
CuAIRISCI €6 MErD, ATUS Cén cmedl, o1litina Lame ATUS ce1roe ba CO1Rr 4 bel1t
54 5SCoras oroeacars bunscol td Dowo an Oroeacsrs Naisianca m Eirmn.’
Luataig 4 tuarascan, a to1lsiod sa mbliam 1898, e1redad cOrRAIS N4 0 TORTAT.
Molav, 1 measc rupai erle, SO OTADARELAT 1STEAC 4N C1ON'DARTAIRDIN 1 NTAC
RANS najondn ATus To leantai ve 1 Hro1rm oiliiina Léth ATUS Sl 1 RANSA SO1SE4R,
S0 maimei obair 40MAro 1 scola buacailli, Linioét, amrANATOCT, CORPOILIGINT
45us bun-eolaioCt 1 nJ4a¢ scoil, obair $ndtaroe 00 Cailini agus AD4aIr Tis
Com 404 4TUS 4b £E€1r01R.  Molad, 6 TarLA1S ndrD dbAR bunscoile an Talmaioct
4Tus NAR BRI TAIRDE mar Bi 51 VA TeaTASC San am, bun-cirsa eolaiottd 4 CuRr
M4 hd1T 1 TCAS scol Tuaite axus scéim na nga1roini scoile 4 lLeatnd,

80. Rinne an Coimistin amac 1 brdbar 4 Curo moltdi o RAI1L CORAS 4N ama
RO-LITEARTA 54 MEPD NAR SPREAT SE PA1STI Cun RUDAT 4 SRINNIG SO Medbrac,
Na&Rr Tug s€ 01IUINT 00610 1 Mbealars cearc-Hre1tnite, agus NAR Cotals sé aon
STudam 1onTu 1 4sdro Lam agus stal. "OG1rT an Commisiin 5o RA1D N4 hatruite
4 Bi molta bunaite 4Ar PRIONSADAIL 01DEACAIS, TUR TéACa0 14D 1N A1Tedca
eile Tan ©0iobAIl 'DoN 010€4C4S LITEARTA 4ATUS, 1M 40N CAS, NARD £OLAIR 140 MAR
ullmicdn oon cedaro-oroedacdas. MNior molad baileda¢ TO TCUIRET CORAS N4
'DTORTAT 4R Cedal 4C DIOTAS 4R TAOD CISIREACTA MAR 00 TR1ALAC 4N TEATAISC
sna hdbair LAMSA0TAIR ATUS Celrve.

An CLAr Leasaite

81. D4 tearr tar é1s tuarascdil Delmore Sur ceapad Commismméir Conart-
eac a bi Tar 4 Vet vicesllac .1. an 'Or. Starkie, agus b’eisean a 0’'FogAIR
clar Leasaite pa Atbredn, 1900, Cuiread CORAS CITIREAETA ATUS RANT-EATAIR
M &1T CORAIS N4 'OTOREAI.?® 1 otuarascdil an Doiro 1 5e61r na dbliana 1900,
otirad mar seo: ‘“ A knowledge of Reading, Writing, Arithmetic on rational
principles is the foundation of the Programme, while Manual Instruction,
Drawing, School Discipline and Physical Drill come next in importance,’’5
Tigsan an DéarRLA a5us an umirRiocT mar dba1r é15eanTACA 1 NTAC SCOIL, ATUS
bi na habair 4 mol Commisitin Delmore Le He1t é1geantac 1 scolda 4 RATH main-
Teol1ri cditite 1ontu Lena ntedsdasc. MNior Ludd STAIR nd TiREOLAS MAR ADAIR
AR Le1t 1 TCO1R scol Lae ac¢ bi Leas Le bammt 4as Lé1Ceoiri A Ra1D LiTrioCT, TireolLAs
ARUS STAIR MAR Curd '0iob. Tlacao Le Saeilge, Frammcis, Laroin, an Maca-
maitic agus Ceol Uirnise mar AbDAIR neaméigeantaca 4 mungei 1 R1T naIReanca
scoile, N0 A Mgl mar ADAIR DRe1se Lasmuil o€ Nd hudAiReANTA SN ATUS A
mbes®d s4 TCAs sin TALLi Airite mmiocta mma Leit.  Toilsiod «an clir ‘ 5o
sealanac ATuS AR MO0 4 TrRialac 7 ATUS Ceanaiod o LAMISTEOIRT € Cur 1
Brerom o REIR 4 TCUMAIS ATUS 4 NDUTRACTA Féin. Di na naltai ba smsearai

55 Tuga® 1sTeaé mod nua preisin Cun muamceori v’ioc .1. 00 réi1r scdlai comoliice
Tuarastail.

66 670 CTuarascail, L¢. 37.
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agers. Above Infants pupils were classed in six Standards®” and the Com-
missioners encouraged collective instruction, in the same subject, of two or
more Standards.

82. It was justifiably claimed that the new system had certain advan-
tages. It gave freedom of school organisation, especially to the smaller
schools which were then as now in the majority; it substituted the heur-
istic method of instruction for the didaetic; it improved the training of
infants; it directed attention to both oral and written expression in
English; it made the teaching of the different subjects more praetical; it
improved the position of * cultural subjects ’’ such as singing, drawing
and physical training, and it widened the scope of the curriculum for the
average pupil. Its wide scope, however, was its weakness. The study of
electricity and magnetism, even by the average city boy at such an age,
was too technical, while wirework and cardboard stitching in a non-
industrial ecountry were unrealistic. The curriculum involved a complete
break with the old order, in both the syllabus of each subject and the
methods of teaching. Teachers were given a freedom to which they had
not been accustomed and were asked to teach subjects which they could
have studied only superficially. Strain was inevitable and the difficulties
involved in training teachers in the new subjects forced the Board to
modify its plans.

83. Organisers were appointed to give short-term and week-end courses
in the new subjects at various eentres. The organisers of music and needle-
work met with little difficulty and these subjects were soon to be found in
almost every school. The cost of cookery and laundry courses, however,
was found to be prohibitive and, after the first years, training was con-
fined to demonstrations in schools. The lack of equipment obstructed pro-
gress and apart from Convent schools little cookery or laundry was taught.
In kindergarten methods, manual instruetion and elementary seience, the
Board’s task was still more difficult. It was necessary to train teachers
both in subjects and teaching methods.  Experts from England were
engaged to direct the courses and a certain number of teachers were taught
some kindergarten work, drawing and science, but it was soon apparent
that the five years’ plan for training all teachers was altogether inadequate
for the project. Lack of equipment, to provide which the Board had no
funds, did not increase the popularity of the practical subjeets. The oft-
quoted story of the parent who objected to his son being taught drill, lest
it lead to his conscription for the Boer War, was but a reflection of the
general seepticism with which the new programme was met. Managers,
teachers, inspectors and the public all had their objections, and so the
Board amended the programme.

Revisions of the Revised Programme

84. A set of programmes for schools of different sizes was issued early
in 1904, and these formed the basis of instruction until 1922, Object
lessons took the place of a modified experimental science course in most

57 Previously, Class V contained two stages and Class VI had two examinations
the divisions corresponding roughly to Standards V-VIII. In 1904 separaté
Standards VII and VIII were added to the existing Standards. In ,framinrr a
provisional syllabus for each Standard, the Commissioners reckoned that pu?)ils
were in the different grades at the following ages: 3-9 years, Infants and Standard
I; 9-10 years, Standard IT; 10-11 years, Standard III; 11-12 years, Standard IV;
12-13 years, Standard V, and 13+ years, Standard VI. ; '
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N nsiondin te roiNnT ar $6 Rans® agus comairliy na Commisinéiri oalcai
45 "4 rang N6 nios moé ‘oioH 4 Teas4asc 1 gcombuionta.

82. M4iod, le cesrc, o RAID bunciisci dirite 45 4n TCORAS nud. Tug
5€ saoirse €4541R Scoile, SO MOR-MOGR sna Scold ba L, 4rRD 140 TORMOR NA scol
54n am s1N 14D AC 01RE4'D L& 4N01S; CuIR SE 4N MO0 F10NNACTA 1M 41T 4N 1004
V10EACTS MAR M0 TEATAISC; 0'feabsars sé orliinT naiondn; DIRIS s€ Aa1rD
4R CRUINMNEAS CAMNTE 4ATUS ledagamn Scriora an Déarl4; Rrinmne sé teagdasc na
n-dbar €agsila nios PRAITICIOLA; Tug S€ TADACT DRe1se Do ha “‘ hdvair Cul-
cira ' ve Le1téro na hamrdnaiocta, na Linfio¢ta 4KUS N4 CorpoiILiina ATUS
Leatnais s& Rémm 4n CaRsa Lémn ‘oon Zndc-paiste. AC ba i 4 REM 4 Laige.
Ui staroéar 4r Leictreacas ASUS AR 4DOMAINTEAS, SO F10 AT 4N NTNAT-TASOR
CACRAC 'DEN 401S SN, RO-Ce1cn1aiL, 4ATus ni RA1D s€ le CEé1lL sreanT-minla a3us
SNarom-greamit CARTPAIR 4 miinesd 1 'OTIR Tan Tionscal. Tug 4an clirsa
OROIM LA1he 'DON TSean-rReactT, 6 Taob CLAIR TACE aon ADAIR 4TUS MO'VA TEATAISC
ARAON.  TUAIR MOINTEOIRT SA0IRSE NAR CLEACT S14% 4JUS h14RRAD ORTU ADAIR
4 MAIMead NAC DEEQDTAD "0e STAPDEAR 4 DE1T DEANTA ACU ORTU AC 4N STATOEAR
Fénac. MNi péanrai anbuam 4zus méiRse 4 $e4¢AMT, 4Tus Bi o1RedD Sin
VEACRACTA 1 mbedalac mGTeo1Ri 0 01LIGINT 4R N4 hAbAIR Nuarde o mb’éigean
'von Doro Tiodt 4r MalaIRT cothairle £an TCARSA.

83. D anmlard Hiotas tar 615 TINIRT 4 CeapLD CUN CHRSAT TEARRA ATUS CORSAT
VEIRI’O seacTame 4 TALAIRT Sna hdDAIR Nuarde 1 10naro €agsita. Ni rad
40N Dac 4ar TIMIRT Ceo1l ATUS 0LAIR SNATAIDE, 4TUS ba TEARR TO RAID N4 haADAIR
51 04 mGimead 1 mordn $a¢ scoil. Vi costas na scirsai 1 SCOCAIREACT ATUS
M Obair Niocdm 4s cuimse, Arac, Agus TAR €15 Na TCE4D-HLIANTA, hi TUTTAT
4C Taispedntals sna scolda. CTAIMT TANNTANAS FTe4ARAS tRe1S1N 1 mbedldac na
N-dDAR ATUS LA DeAT COCAIREACTA NA ObAIR NT0CAIM 4 MAINTT, 4¢ amdim 1 scola
clocair. D’acrannai aris an seéal a3 an mDORD 1 TCAS MOVA CIOMDARTAIRDIN,
Ldmsaotair agus buneolaiocta. D’é1gean o1liGinT sna hdbair £6mM a5US 1 MovA
A maimce & TADAIRT 00 N4 horoi. Cugad sameolaite andall 4s S4asand Leis na
CRSAT 4 STIIRG ATUS MUINEAD LEATAN C1ONDARTAIRDIN, LiNT0CTA 4TUS eolaiocTa
00 MErD A1R1TE 0101, AC DA TEARR TUR LEAR NAC DEEADTAT 140 AR £4D 0 01LIGINT
54 TRE1MMSE CU1Z DL1ANA 4 ceapad 00 4R 0THS. NTOR MEADAIS TANNTANAS FEARAIS
AN TOIR 4R N4 hADAIR PRAITICIGLA, 4TUS Ni RA1D 40N A1RTeD 45 4n mDowro Leis an
brearas 4 Cur ar rdil.  An S5CE4AL Sean-a1trisTE AN NJASUR NAC LISEesd 4
ATAIR "ORUIL 4 MOIMEAD VO AR £AITIOS 4 é1gn1Te ¢un TRO'DA 1 TCoTa0 na mDoerac,
ni RA1D ann AC SamMaIl 'Den amreas 4 cartean ar an geldr nua. Ui 4 Locta péin
45 bAIMISTEOIRT, AT MUINTEO1IRI, 4T CISIRT ATUS 4T 4N bpPobal A1R 4TJUS 04 DARR
sin Leasais an Doro an clLARr.

Atleasi an ClLaimr Leasaite

84. Foilsiod sredat CLAR 1 TCOIR scol 've méroeanna €4gsila o ludt sa
mbliam 1804 agus b’14D sin bun an teagaisc 5o 'oci 1922, Mamci ceacta
cuspaca 1M A1T COGRSA Nuad '0’eolaio¢T turgNAmalg 1 mbundice na scot, AZus ni

87 Romne s Bi VA ¢ém 1 nSrA0 V agus 04 scriol ag Trdo VI, na ranna a3 preasatre
moRrén 0o Ranga V-VIIL. 1 1904, cuirea® Ranga VII agus VIII Leis An‘sé’ rANS A Bi ann.
Nuair bi clidr sealavac 04 ¢eapa® 0O 54C€ 40N RANT, ]edas na Comisméiri so ra1b valeai
sna rRanga éagsila sna haoiseanna seo leanas: 3-9 mbliana, Naiondm agus Rang I; 9-10,
Rang II; 10-11, Rang III; 11-12, Rang IV; 12-13, Rang V, agus 13+ Rang VI.
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schools, and manual instruction was confined to the lower standards.

Cookery and laundry, and later domestic economy, became special grant-
earning mb]eets while the optional subjects maintained their former
position. Hygiene and “ Lessons on Health and Habits ” later became obli-
gatory. Instruction on temperance was introduced as a subject in 1906,
becoming obligatory in 1919 and a scheme of nature study was provided
for rural schools in 1907. Five years later an alternative programme of
school-gardening, under the name of Rural Science and Horticulture, for
which separate grants were provided, was introduced (in conjunction Wlth
the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction), the highest
number of schools teaching it (201) being reached in 1918-’19. History,
it should be noted, was not included as a separate subject in the eurriculum
until 1908 and then only by way of suggested teaching schemes, Irish
History being given no special place even as late as 1921.

The Bilingual Programme

85. An important change in the policy of the Board towards Irish was
marked in. 1904 by the publication of the first bilingual programme. This
programme permitted the teaching, in Irish-speaking and bilingual

districts, of both Irish and English to all Standards, and the teaching of

other subjects through the medium of either language. Special fees were
payable to teachers who followed this programme, the aim of which was
not to strengthen Irish but rather to improve the teaching in the schools
coneerned and to facilitate the acquisition of a sound knowledge of English
by Irish-speaking children. Some improvements were made in the pro-
gramme in Irish as an extra subject in 1906. In that year, also<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>