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Report of the Committee on Procedure and Privileges on utterances made by 
Deputy Mary Lou McDonald on 3rd December 2014 

1. On 3rd December 2014, Deputy Mary Lou McDonald named certain persons under

privilege in the House, on foot of allegations made by a whistleblower in relation to

tax evasion and investigations relating thereto.

2. Deputy McDonald’s utterances were referred to CPP by the Ceann Comhairle under

paragraph (10)(b) of Standing Order 59 for consideration under that Standing Order.

3. On 19th December 2014, CPP requested Deputy McDonald to either make a written

submission to the Committee, or appear before it, in relation to the matter.

4. Deputy McDonald made a written submission to the Committee dated 4th February

2015, which was considered by CPP on 4th March 2015.

5. Deputy McDonald submitted that her exercise of privilege was in the public interest,

and met the requirements of Standing Order 59 in relation to reasonable excuse,

responsible exercise, good faith and sound basis.

6. At its meeting on 4th March, CPP considered Deputy McDonald’s remarks and her

submission. The following is an extract from the minutes of that meeting, containing

the Committee’s determination on the matter:

“Following consideration of all relevant matters in the context of Standing Order 

59, the Committee decided in relation to Deputy McDonald’s utterances that they 

were in the nature of being defamatory under the definition in paragraph (11) of 

Standing Order 59. The Committee further decided by unanimous decision that 

the utterances were prima facie an abuse of privilege.” 

7. CPP requested Deputy McDonald to make a personal explanation to the House, in

effect to withdraw the utterances without qualification, and to indicate by 12th March

2015 when she intended to do so.

8. Deputy McDonald wrote back to CPP on 11th March 2015, questioning and disputing

CPP’s consideration process.

9. On 1st April 2015, CPP considered the contents of Deputy McDonald’s letter of 11th

March, and strongly rejected the Deputy’s assertions.
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10. CPP is of the view that the right to one’s good name is a fundamental right, and

persons outside of the House should not be referred to in a manner which would

adversely affect their good names or reputations.

11. The Constitution confers absolute privilege on members of Dáil Éireann in respect of

their utterances in the House, and CPP is of the view that under no circumstances

should this be abused.

12. Deputy McDonald by failing to indicate her intention to withdraw the utterances by

the date specified has in effect failed to withdraw them. In light of this CPP is now

reporting to Dáil Éireann its findings that Deputy McDonald’s utterances were in the

nature of being defamatory, and were prima facie an abuse of privilege, having regard

to the provisions of Standing Order 59.

13. Finally, it is also noted that in submissions made following the utterances, Mary

Harney, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, Ray MacSharry and Desmond O’Malley

strenuously denied the allegations. These submissions were laid before the Dáil on

11th March 2015, in accordance with a decision of CPP.

SEÁN BARRETT TD 
CEANN COMHAIRLE 
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From: Sean OFearghail/Members/Oireachtas 
To: ceann.comhairle@oir.ie 
Cc: Brendan Conroy/Staff/Oireachtas@HOUSES 
Date: 09/12/2014 15:51 
Subject: Correspondence 
Sent by: Sean Kelly 

A Ceann Comhairle, 

I am writing to you regarding comments made by Deputy Mary Lou McDonald on December 3rd 2014 
during Leader’s questions about allegations made by a Whistle-blower to members of the PAC. 

Deputy McDonald mentioned individuals’ names when they had no opportunity whatsoever to defend 
themselves. She has not yet been asked to withdraw her remarks even though you did warn her on 
the day that she ‘cannot make allegations of that nature in the Chamber’.  

Deputy McDonald’s comments were unprecedented and I believe a gross misuse of Dáil privilege. 
Under Standing Order 59 there is a facility for the individuals who were mentioned to write to you 
within two weeks so that the issue be examined. 

However I believe this issue is so serious and unprecedented it should be examined by the 
Committee on Procedure and Privileges as soon as possible. If it is the case that this can only be 
done by way of motion (under Standing Order 59(3a)) please let me know, and I will bring forward a 
motion to the House.     

I am available to discuss this further if you so wish. 

Yours sincerely, 

Seán 
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11 December 2014 

Máire Geoghegan-Quinn 
5, Woodfield 
Cappagh Road 
Bearna 
Galway City 

An Ceann Comhairle 
Mr Sean Barrett, TD 
Dáil Eireann 
Leinster House 
Dublin 2 

A Cheann Comhairle, a chara, 

In the Dáil chamber last week an elected Member of the House, under privilege, read 
certain allegations against me into the record of the House. These allegations were totally 
false. As a retired Member of the House I had no right of reply to protect my good name. 

I now wish to lodge a formal complaint with you about this matter. 

It should be noted that the following statement of fact was made by me in the aftermath 
of the allegations. 

"I have never had an Ansbacher Account. Neither have I ever had an account with 
Guinness and Mahon Bank". 

Le deá mhéin, 

Is Mise le Meas, 

Máire Geoghegan-Quinn 
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